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by the time of the composition of these verses the problem of 
breakdown in relations between Paul and the Corinthians, 
caused by the case of the offender, had been resolved. The 
nature of the offence is to be distinguished from that dis- 
cussed in 1 Cor 5 where Paul insists that the wicked person 


2 CORINTHIANS 


be driven out from the community like a malady that must be 
purged from the body (1 Cor 5:13; on the differences between 
1Cor 5:1-5 and 2 Cor 2:5—11 see detailed discussion in Furnish 
1984: 164-6). In the case of 2 Corinthians, the offender has 
been punished by the community enough and now should be 
forgiven and consoled. Is Paul’s leniency rooted in the nature 
of the offence, i.e. a challenge to his authority and nota case of 
immorality which is worse even than that found among the 
pagans (1 Cor 5:1)? It has been suggested that this offender 
was someone external to the community (see Barrett 1973: 
212), but this theory has not gained wide acceptance. The 
pain/consolation opposition throughout the text is in keeping 
with the suffering/consolation opposition in 1:3—-11. Paul uses 
language of contrast to move the discussion from a previously 
painful situation to a celebration of the nature of the reconcili- 
ation and love that now exists. But the frequently attested 
theme of the apostle who suffers unjustly surfaces here as well 
(2:3). Despite the presence of Christ, Paul and the community 
members will remain vulnerable to the intervention of evil 
until the day of the Lord. Satan can interfere with community 
matters and with the apostle’s agenda (2:11; 11:3, 14-15; 12:7; cf. 
1 Thess 2:18). He can cause innumerable misfortunes and 
suffering and one must always be watchful of his designs 
(Neyrey 1990: 176). 

(2:14-5:19) The Authority of the Apostle 


(2:14-3:6) The Legitimacy of Paul’s Apostleship This section 
opens with a formula of thanksgiving which has perhaps been 
inspired by the good news brought by Titus of the commu- 
nity’s compliance with the apostle’s wishes (7:6-7; Thrall 
1965: 129). Rich imagery is used to communicate what God 
has accomplished in Christ. Believers are described as being 
led in the manner of the triumphal procession of the general 
who returns victorious from battle. The notion of triumph in 
weakness which is so central to Paul’s theology in 2 Cor- 
inthians may be in view here. It is important to note that it 
was the prisoners-of-war who were paraded through the 
streets during such processions and Paul may be identifying 
the apostles with them (Furnish 1988: 1194). ‘Fragrance’ 
refers to the odour of incense in sacrifice. Paul may be think- 
ing of rituals associated with Roman celebrations of triumph 
or with Jewish temple practice. The image may also have been 
influenced by Sir 24:15 where fragrance is a sign of the pres- 
ence of God/Wisdom (Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 819). In the 
accounts of martyrdom in later church literature, beautiful 
fragrance was a sign of God’s presence and that God was on 
the side of the Christians (see Mart. Pol. 15). First the gospel 
and then the apostles are compared to a fragrance. The fra- 
grance spreads throughout the world by means of the apostles 
and for some represents life, but for others, death. This black- 
and-white language offers a good example of ‘language of 
belonging’ and ‘language of separation’ which demarcates 
the boundaries of the community (Meeks 1983: 85-96). 
Here the negative perception of the outside society is particu- 
larly evident. But the fragrance is also said to spread ‘in every 
place’, implying a universal mission. There is a certain ten- 
sion in Paul’s letters between openness to the external society 
in the hope of winning new members and a strong desire to 
remain separate (MacDonald 1988: 32-42). In 2:16 the tone 
changes abruptly from thanksgiving to interrogation of the 
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community concerning the specifics of their relationship with 
Paul. Before Paul engages in a dialogue concerning the objec- 
tions raised against his apostleship, he raises a question de- 
signed to lead believers to the conclusion thatapostolic claims 
must ultimately rest only in God. With the question ‘Who is 
sufficient for these things?’ he hopes to make them see the 
error of the presumption that an apostle’s superior personal 
attributes are responsible for success in carrying out God’s 
plan. The same idea is repeated in 3:5. Perhaps distinguishing 
himself from others who claim superior attributes, he makes 
the point emphatically that he is nota charlatan. The language 
is very strong and, given the suspicions about Paul’s financial 
arrangements which are echoed later in the work, it is tempt- 
ing to conclude that this label had been applied to him. Paul 
speaks literally of those who hawk (kapéleuein) the word of 
God. The Greek term occurs nowhere else in the NT but was 
employed by ancient critics of itinerant teachers to speak of 
the ‘huckstering of wisdom’ (Furnish 198 4: 178). To those who 
would rebuke him for his lack of letters of recommendation, 
Paul replies that nothing could compare with the proof of 
commendation that lies in their existence as a church: the 
Corinthians themselves are the letter. Letters of recommenda- 
tion were an accepted means of ensuring hospitality and 
receipt of some favour in the ancient world (cf. Acts 9:2; 
22:5). One of the benefits that a patron might extend to his 
client was such a letter. Rom 16:1-2 makes it clear that Paul 
himself could make use of such letters in order to introduce a 
church member to the community; but in his personal deal- 
ings with the Corinthians such tools were not necessary. 
Perhaps the letters in question came from the Jerusalem 
church or from a patron thought to be more impressive than 
Paul. We are left to wonder whether the tendency to peddle 
God’s word and/or the absence of letters of recommendation 
were accusations made by the offender (2:5-11) against Paul 
which found support among others in Corinth. What is clear 
is that Paul thinks such problems do exist with other would-be 
apostles. In response to possible objections Paul does two 
things: (1) he reminds the Corinthians that apostleship makes 
sense only if it comes from God (ultimately, Paul’s only pat- 
ron). Paul’s ministry is a ministry of a ‘new covenant’, a 
theme developed in depth in 3:7-18; (2) he appeals to his 
confidence, sincerity, and forthrightness which are important 
means of establishing his credibility as an authoritative 
teacher in the ancient world (2:17; 3:4—-6; 4:1-4; 5:6—8; cf. 
2 COR I:12-I4). 

(3:7-18) A Minister of the New Covenant By playing with 
various contrasting notions such as ‘letter of law/Spirit,’ 
‘death/life’, ‘old covenant/new covenant’, Paul compares the 
old relationship between God and his people with the new 
relationship established by God through Christ (on covenant, 
see ABD i. 1197-202). The issue of the letters of recommen- 
dation in 3:1-6 allows him to introduce the issue of the letter 
of the Jewish law. Beginning in 3:6, and continuing tov. 11, the 
law—the centre of the old covenant—is depicted in categoric- 
ally negative terms. The letter kills and ministry based on 
letters chiselled on stone tablets (Ex 24:12; 31:18) leads to death 
(on death and the law, see ABD ii. 110-11; iv. 254-65). A very 
strong statement of the law’s inadequacy for salvation is also 
found in v. 11 wherethe law is described as ‘what was set aside’ 
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(cf. v. 7). Pauladmits that the old covenant was glorious, but it 
has been far surpassed in glory (vv. 7-11). These verses have 
been judged as shedding light on Paul’s view of life under the 
law and generally as important for understanding the birth of 
the church in a Jewish context. Stressing that Paul’s convic- 
tion that the law condemns and kills is based on his post- 
conversion understanding, and is not rooted in particular 
personal experiences of the law’s limitations for Jewish life, 
E. P. Sanders has argued that the apostle represented the 
Mosaic covenant as less glorious simply because he had found 
in Christ something more glorious. Paul’s thought and lan- 
guage proceeded from his conviction about Christ as the 
centre of salvation and it developed in very black-and-white 
terms: ‘I cannot see how the development could have run the 
other way, from an initial conviction that the Law only con- 
demns and kills, to a search for something which gives life, to 
the conviction that life comes by faith in Christ, to the state- 
ment that the Law lost its glory because a new dispensation 
surpasses it in glory’ (Sanders 1983: 138). But there remains 
some ambiguity in Paul’s thought (ibid. 138-9). On the one 
hand, the law has been set aside and does not save. But on the 
other hand, the old covenant may still be read profitably by 
members of the church: when Jews who are not members of 
the church read it, it is veiled, but when believers read it, it is 
unveiled (vv. 14-16). The reference to veiling recalls the cover- 
ing that Moses placed over his face during his descent from 
Mt. Sinai (Ex 3.4:33—5; cf. 34:29—-35). Some have understoodthe 
comparison between Paul’s ministry and Moses’ ministry that 
runs throughout wv. 7-18 in terms of a response to Paul’s 
adversaries (Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 819). It has even been 
suggested that the source of the conflict is a midrashic docu- 
ment on Ex 34:29—35 that was composed by Paul’s opponents 
and which Paul modified in these verses in the hope of 
correcting a mistaken view of Moses and the Mosaic covenant 
(Georgi 1986: 264-71). There has been considerable interest 
in Paul’s use of Scripture here, including his dependence on 
the LXX and extra-biblical sources (Belleville 1993: 165-85; 
Stockhausen 1993: 143-64). The emphasis in wv. 7-18 is on 
freedom from the law (cf. Gal 5:18) and the transformation of 
believers. The believer’s image, reflected in a mirror, becomes 
that of Christ (cf. 4:6; 1 Cor 11:7); and salvation involves 
increasing conformity to him (Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 
820). The identification of Spirit with Lord (in Paul’s letters 
usually referring to Christ) has raised doctrinal questions, but 
many commentators believe ‘Lord’ in vv. 16-18 refers directly 
to God (Thrall 1965: 136-7; Furnish 1984: 234-6). 

(4:1-6) The Honourable Apostle Paul apparently responds to 
those who are denigrating his ministry by setting himself 
apart from his rivals. Paul’s ministry is characterized by the 
persistence and boldness that are qualities of an honourable 
apostle (2 cor 1:12-14). The values of honour (public acknow- 
ledgement of worth) and shame (public denial of worth) frame 
the text. Shame also can have a positive value in the ancient 
world in the sense of ‘having shame’: that is, having appro- 
priate concern for one’s reputation. In this text what is shame- 
ful refers to the absence or loss of honour (on honour and 
shame see Plevnik 1993: 95-104). The shameful things that 
Paul has renounced are clearly negative: literally, ‘the things of 
shame that one hides’. Has Paul been accused ofdishonourable 
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activity which is sequestered and secretive? The setting of 
the churches in private homes could certainly have fostered 
that impression. Paul believes that to act in a shameful man- 
ner is to display cunning and to falsify God’s word (cf. 2:17). 
Behind Paul’s declaration that he refuses to adopt shameful 
tactics probably lies an attempt to distance himself from rival 
apostles who mislead and exploit the congregation (cf. 11:20). 
Language of honour and shame is usefil in communicating 
what should be valued most, i.e. what is the basis of true 
apostleship. Because honour and shame are rooted in the 
importance in the ancient Mediterranean world placed on 
public appraisal, these concepts also are useful in conveying 
the scope of evangelical mission. The central message is that 
the Corinthians have come to know the light of the gospel only 
through Paul’s preaching (Furnish 1988: 119 4). The reference 
to the veil is in keeping with 3:12-18 but gains further nuance 
in relation to the themes of secrecy and openness introduced 
here. The image of the sometimes blinding veil is part of 
Paul’s admission that his preaching is not always successful: 
public acknowledgement which should follow honourable 
display and open statement of the truth is not always quickly 
forthcoming. The blindness of unbelievers, however, is not 
the result of Paul’s tactics as an apostle but has been caused by 
the god of this world: Satan or Beliar (2 cor 6:14-7:1). The 
frequent notion of Paul’s apostleship having purely divine 
origins is found again in wv. 5-6. In response to competitors 
who would ‘preach themselves’ (seek to gain acceptance by 
drawing upon personal attributes), Paul argues that he pro- 
claims only ‘Christ as Lord’ (a confessional formula, Rom 
10:9; 1 Cor 12:3; Phil 2:10-11). The description of Paul as the 
Corinthians’ slave for Jesus’ sake is in keeping with the fre- 
quent use of slavery as a metaphor in Pauline Christianity (cf. 
1 Cor 9:16—23). Paul’s self-enslavement has been recognized 
as a practical strategy for evangelization (low-status persons 
may be won through the evangelist’s self-lowering) and as a 
rhetorical strategy for conveying the nature of his leadership. 
But the theological importance of the metaphor is especially 
visible here. Paul’s self-abasement, communicated through 
the image of slavery, is closely associated with the theology of 
the cross (4:13-18): humiliation is followed by exaltation. It 
has been suggested that the effectiveness of the metaphorical 
representation of slavery as salvation is related to the fact that 
in Graeco-Roman society, slavery was an ambiguous and 
multifaceted concept, carrying connotations both of abase- 
ment and upward mobility (Martin 1990: 129-32). There is 
very strong language of separation here which is reinforced by 
an allusion to Gen 1:3 (v. 6, cf. 2 cor 2:14-3:6); church mem- 
bers see, but unbelievers are blind and perishing. The light of 
the gospel (v. 4) shines through Paul in a world that is other- 
wise dark and still very much influenced by evil. 


(4:7-15) Power in Weakness Paul’s theology of the cross is 
proclaimed throughout 4:7—-18 (cf. 1 Cor 1:17-2:5). The event of 
the death and resurrection of Christ means that the appear- 
ance of weakness and humiliation can carry the promise of 
power and exaltation (v. 14). Paul’s theology of the cross (and 
statements about suffering) in 2 Corinthians must be under- 
stood in the light ofa particular polemical context where Paul 
seeks to undermine the position of rivals who make too much 
of their personal superiority in relation to Paul’s weakness. 
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Moreover, the theology of the cross is not about passivity in 
suffering, but about power in suffering. With sometimes 
biting irony, Paul protests against his rivals who find God on 
the side of strength and power (10:10-11). In 2 Corinthians the 
paradox of the crucified Messiah is proclaimed boldly. The 
ambiguous symbol of a suffering saviour offers Paul many 
possibilities to expose the folly of those who would attack him. 
Paul’s theology of the cross has been of interest to feminist 
biblical commentators, who warn of the dangers of lifting 
Paul’s message out of context and using itto advocate passivity 
and meekness in the face of suffering and oppression (Mat- 
thews 1994: 214-15). But there is no doubt that the symbol 
locates God on the side of the suffering, the weak, and the 
oppressed (vv. 8-10, cf 1 Cor 1:18-31; Bassler 1992: 331-2). In 
these verses the focus is on power in physical weakness. This 
notion is communicated through the beautiful image of the 
fragile clay pots which contain hidden treasure. It is also 
conveyed through the catalogue of hardships (wv. 8-9). Simi- 
lar lists are found throughout 2 Corinthians and elsewhere in 
Paul’s letters (6:4—5; 11:23-9; 12:10; Rom 8:35; 1 Cor 4:9-13). 
Scholars have examined the literary relationships between the 
lists within 2 Corinthians and have even speculated about 
what these relationships might reveal about the literary integ- 
rity of the work (Witherington 1995: 398-9). The tribulations 
are described with vivid language which is reminiscent of the 
terms employed by philosophers in the ancient world who 
described their struggles in the overcoming of passion and 
search for wisdom (Fitzgerald 1988: 65-70; 148-201). Suffer- 
ing is not glorified; on the contrary, it is experienced by the 
apostle as unjust (Neyrey 1990: 177-9); yet it is given mean- 
ing in two ways. First, suffering allows for identification with 
Jesus and, ultimately, resurrection with Jesus (vv. 10-14). 
Secondly, Paul’s suffering mirrors Jesus’ suffering and hence 
makes Jesus’ life visible in the world. ‘Flesh’ (sarx) inv. 11 is a 
synonym for ‘body’ (séma) in v. 10, but the term ‘flesh’ (see 
OCB 231) places more emphasis on physical existence, a con- 
notation which is highlighted throughout this text (Murphy- 
O’Connor 1990: 821) Because his suffering bears witness to 
Jesus, Paul is able to argue that his suffering is for the sake of 
the Corinthian church which he founded and more broadly 
for the sake of his evangelical mission. The reference to Ps 
116:10 in v. 13 allows him to link preaching (speaking) with 
proclamation of faith in the midst of suffering. 


(4:16-5:1) The Fragility of Mortal Existence Interest in the 
limited nature of physical existence is maintained throughout 
these verses. Paul is strikingly honest about his own frailty 
(perhaps in response to those who would claim that physical 
weakness is incompatible with apostleship; cf. 10:10). He uses 
the contrast between his outer nature (his visible body) and 
inner nature (the faith and commitment to Christ which 
cannot be seen) to point to ultimate reality: that which is 
eternal and transcends physical existence. While in other 
places Paul gives the impression that he expects to live until 
Christ’s return (1 Thess 4:15, 17), here Paul confronts the 
harsh reality of death (5:1). Several architectural images are 
conflated to convey the notion of heavenly existence. The 
literary-historical background of these images has been of 
considerable interest. It has been noted that the use of the 
image of a tent to refer to the mortal body occurs in many 
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Hellenistic religious and ethical texts (Furnish 1984: 293). 
There has been extensive discussion of the meaning of the 
‘house not made with hands’. Often Paul has been understood 
as referring to the new spiritual body which will be given to 
believers (1 Cor 15:51-4). Others have argued that the text 
should be read in the light of Jewish and early Christian 
apocalyptic traditions which include the notion of an eschato- 
logical temple and new Jerusalem (2 Apoc. Bar. 4:3; 2 Esd 
10:40-57; cf. Mk 14:58). Parallels between this passage and 
Phil 3:12-21 have been noted. The symbol of the heavenly 
commonwealth in Phil 3:20 resembles the heavenly dwelling 
of 5:1. If this interpretation is accepted, 5:1 should be under- 
stood as speaking primarily about believers as already belong- 
ing to another age and as having a new existence, rather than 
as addressing specifically the issue of the new spiritual body 
(Furnish 1984: 294-5; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 821). A simi- 
lar conflation of body imagery with architectural imagery 
occurs in Eph 2:19-22, but there the focus is clearly ecclesio- 
logical. Although many commentators have understood 5:1 as 
introducing anew subject, it has been included in this section 
because it acts as the climax of 4:16-18 which emphasizes the 
temporality and fragility of mortal existence (Furnish 1984: 
291). 

(5:2-10) Present Existence and Future Fulfilment The em- 
phasis shifts somewhat from the limits of mortality to the 
ultimate shape of life with God and the nature of existence in 
this new eschatological age. It has been said that 5:1-10 is one 
of the most difficult passages in all of Paul’s letters to explain 
adequately (Thrall 1965: 142). It has often been thought that 
Paul’s recent escape from death (1:9) led him to doubt his 
previous belief that he and others would be alive at the Par- 
ousia (1 Thess 4:13—-18; 1 Cor 15:51-2). The reference to naked- 
ness in v. 3 has been instrumental to the theory that Paul is 
responding to fear surrounding an interim period between 
death of the physical body and resurrection of a new spiritual 
body. But this theory has also been disputed (Furnish 198 4: 
292-3). Paul does not really seem to be deliberately respond- 
ing to a problem in the way that is so evident in 1 Thess 4:13— 
18. The fear of being naked may indeed refer to concern about 
an intermediate state between life and the adoption of the 
spiritual body (1 Cor 15:37—8; Barrett 1973: 154-5). Paul may be 
expressing his preference to avoid the intermediate condition 
altogether: that is, to live on earth until the resurrection (With- 
erington 1995: 391). But the reference to nakedness may also 
be areminder of the harsh reality of finaljudgement (cf. 2 Cor 
5:10) when a person’s culpability will be exposed (Isa 47:3; 
Ezek 23:28—9; Murphy-O’Connor 1991: 52). An awareness of 
the importance of the values of honour and shame in the 
ancient Mediterranean world may also prove useful here 
(2 cor 4:1-6). Inthe HB nakedness is strongly associated with 
shame and sin. To be shamed is to be involuntarily stripped 
naked (Neyrey 1993: 119-21). Presence before an honourable 
God requires that one may not be found naked, but have put 
on the heavenly garment/tent (ibid. 122). Although the NRSV 
translation ‘when we have taken it off’ fits best with the theory 
that Paul is referring to an interim period between death and 
adoption ofa new spiritual body, there is good reason to adopt 
the strongly attested alternative reading ‘when we have put it 
on’ (Furnish 1984: 268). An understanding of the values of 
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honour and shame may also help explain how this text fits 
within the broader discussion of apostolic suffering and 
authority. When the Corinthians turn against Paul might 
they be stripping him naked and/or rendering themselves 
exposed before a God who makes believers accountable for 
what has been done ‘in the body’ (v. 10)? That questions about 
Paul’s apostleship are not far removed from the main argu- 
ment here is made clear by the double assertion of confidence 
by which Paul reinforces his role as an honourable apostle 
(vv. 6-8; 2 cor 1:12-14). Some have viewed the merger of the 
images of ‘dwelling’ and ‘clothing’ (cf. 1 Cor 15:53-4; Gal 
3:27; Rom 13:14) to be somewhat awkward on Paul’s part. 
However, they actually work well for Paul’s purposes since 
they tie personal affiliation (the garment which must be put 
on) closely with communal commitment (the household that 
must be joined, the dwelling that must be entered). The main 
purpose of the imagery is to announce the nature of the new 
mode of existence: real life that ‘swallows up’ (katapiein; v. 4) 
all that is mortal. Comparison with Rom 8:18-27 is especially 
useful since it also refers to ‘groaning’ (Rom 8:23, 26) and 
highlights the role of the Spirit, as creation waits to be released 
from futility and suffering. Continuing to be plagued by 
limitations, groaning under his ‘burdens’ (cf. 1:6; 4:8, 17), 
Paul is moving towards his ultimate goal. The contrast be- 
tween being ‘at home’ in the body and ‘athome’ with the Lord 
in wv. 6-10 reflects the tension between present salvation and 
future fulfilment that is characteristic of Paul’s thought. The 
term for being away from home (ekdémein), has a wider sig- 
nificance than leaving one’s house: literally it refers to the act 
of leaving one’s country or going on a long journey (BAGD 
238). Paul’s present life is shaped by Christ whom one must 
continue to please until one enters the heavenly common- 
wealth (cf. Phil 3:20). The presence of the Spirit acts as a 
foretaste of future fulfilment. 


(5:11-19) Warnings against Reliance on External Appear- 
ances This text relates Paul’s ministry to a reversal of earthly 
standards and the dawning of a new creation. The reference to 
‘persuasion’ has been understood as a reference to rhetoric, 
the art of persuasion. Paul is acting like an ancient rhetor who 
will be judged by the Corinthians according to their con- 
sciences. The picture of the ambassador who entreats the 
assembly (5:20) also fits with this context. Paul presents God 
as his ultimate judge, butthis passage functions as an indirect 
acknowledgement of the fact that the Corinthians have put 
Paul on trial, and of how important it is to Paul that the 
Corinthians recognize his authority (v. 11; Witherington 
1995: 392-3). Paul says that he is not going to commend 
himself to the Corinthians again (v. 11), but in fact this is 
exactly what he does. In saying that he will not commend 
himself he means that he will not adopt the self'aggrandizing 
tactics of his rivals who boast in outward appearances. Paul 
may be distinguishing himself from apostolic rivals whom he 
feels adopt the disreputable tactics of sophists. Sophists were 
commonly accused of paying too much attention to external 
forms (appearance, clothing, delivery) at the expense of con- 
tent (Witherington 1995: 393-4; 348-50). In v. 13 Paul offers 
an interesting insight into the nature of the comparisons the 
Corinthians were making. ‘Madness’ here perhaps refers to 
religious ecstasy (Furnish 1984: 308). His rivals probably 
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displayed ecstatic experiences in public, and accused Paul of 
failing to produce these experiences as evidence of his apostle- 
ship. Paul seems to be claiming that ecstatic experiences 
should be reserved for private worship (cf. 12:1-7). The text 
invites comparison with 1 Cor 14:18—19 where Paul claims to 
speak in tongues frequently, but where he also makes it clear 
that in the public arena of the ekklésia he prefers understand- 
able speech (which can include tongues if they are inter- 
preted) to ecstatic speaking. In 1 Cor 14:23-5 he even 
expresses his fear that non-believers (potential converts) 
might witness uncontrolled glossolalia and assume that 
church members are mad! Warnings against reliance on ex- 
ternal appearance, form, and display also underlie the state- 
ment that Paul no longer makes judgements from a human 
point of view. Paul admits that before his acceptance of Christ 
he judged Christ by worldly standards, perhaps according to 
the pathetic image of a crucified messianic impostor (v. 16). 
This passage offers an excellent illustration of how Paul’s 
theological thought is fundamentally tied to the interpersonal 
struggles of human communities. It is reflection on the mis- 
guided nature of his rivals that leads him to locate his own 
priorities in the love of Christ and to articulate one of the 
strongest statements of universal salvation in his epistles 
(vv. 14-15; as reflecting credal affirmations cf. 1 Cor 15:3). By 
means of the doctrine of ‘reconciliation’ in vv. 18-19 Paul 
presents God’s initiative, Christ’s role, and his own mission 
(Paul is a minister of ‘reconciliation’). Here Paul also may be 
drawing on a traditional formula (cf. Col 1:19-20; Eph 2:13- 
16) which he interprets in a new way. Given the predominance 
of the structures of patronage in the ancient world, however, it 
has been suggested that Paul may be casting God here as the 
great benefactor, Christ as the means of benefaction, and Paul 
as the human agent (or broker) of the stores of salvation: Paul 
is the one who serves (Danker 1989: 82-3; Witherington 1995: 
396). In order to justify his mission and break with worldly 
standards, Paul ultimately relies on support for his conviction 
that God has transformed the world radically through Christ. 
The emphasis on newness and the proclamation in v. 17 ‘there 
is anew creation’—although some would translate this as ‘he/ 
she is a new creation’ (see Witherington 1995: 395)—function 
as justifications of the birth ofa new religious movement. 


(5:20-7:16) Appeals for Reconciliation with the Apostle 


(5:20-6:2) God Speaks through Paul This passage is themat- 
ically very closely related to the previous section. However, it 
introduces a new type of exhortation. As is frequently the case 
in Paul’s letters, an appeal (v. 20; parakaleo) follows an affirm- 
ation (v. 19), the imperative follows the indicative. In fact, 
v. 20 sets in motion a series of appeals (appeals for reconcili- 
ation with Paul and concerning the collection) which continue 
until 9:15 (Furnish 1988: 1196). Here, Paul’s apostolic author- 
ity is expressed in the very strongest of terms. Paul’s human 
powers (his ability as a teacher or sage to influence an audi- 
ence in antiquity) are secondary at this point; what is import- 
ant is that God has conveyed legitimacy upon his mission. 
God has granted Paul authority and in fact speaks through 
him. It is God who appeals through Paul to the Corinthians. 
The move from doctrinal affirmation to ethical imperative in 
this text makes Paul’s conviction explicit: the act of reconcili- 
ation which overcomes humanity’s estrangement from God 
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is played out on the societal level in the reconciliation which 
must occur between Paul and the Corinthians. As in the 
related text ofRom 5:1-11, language of justification (righteous- 
ness, OCB s.v.; ABD v. 757-68) is combined with language of 
reconciliation (Meeks 1983: 186). The appeal is very strong, 
linking a broken relationship with God to a broken relation- 
ship with the Corinthians. Paul may even have feared that the 
Corinthians were in danger of committing apostasy (With- 
erington 1995: 397). The citation from Isa 49:8 emphasizes 
the present nature of salvation, butalso reinforces theurgency 
of the situation. The reference to the one who knew no sin 
having been made sin (v. 21) may refer to the sinless Christ 
taking on sin as a burden or being treated as a sinner for the 
sake of humanity (Gal 3:13); sin may also refer to a sin-offering 
here (Rom 8:3; cf. Isa 53:4—I0). 

(6:3-13) Commendation through Hardships A common goal 
of ancient rhetoric was to establish the speaker’s ethos or 
character (Witherington 1995: 44, 398). Paul begins with 
assurances that he has placed no ‘obstacle’ before the Cor- 
inthians. He seems to have believed that ministers were very 
influential in facilitating or preventing access to salvation 
(Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 822). Paul presents eloquent 
wisdom (rhetoric devoid of content) as being able to empty 
the cross of its power in 1 Cor 1:17. In contrast to the self: 
commendations adopted by others, Paul has commended 
himself as a servant of God (2 cor 4:1-6). As elsewhere in 2 
Corinthians the metaphor of slavery, the theology of the 
cross, and the list of apostolic hardships work together to 
communicate the notion of a reversal of norms for judging 
claims of authority (2 cor 4:7—15). Paul’s listing of a catalogue 
of sufferings is in keeping with the Stoic and Cynic theme that 
the hardships of the sage demonstrate virtue and character 
(Fitzgerald 1988: 199-201). Paul gives these traditional 
elements distinctive meaning in relation to the Christ event 
(Witherington 1995: 400). The stress on reputation and 
recognition in wv. 8-9 illustrates the importance of public 
acknowledgement of worth in the ‘honour and shame’ 
societies of the ancient world. But here Paul is willing to 
entertain the reversal even of these most basic cultural values. 
The military metaphor in v. 7 is developed further in 10:3-5 
and even more extensively by the author of Ephesians (Eph 
6:11-17). The inclusion of poverty in the list of hardships (v. 10) 
is especially intriguing giventhe concerns about thecollection 
which underlie chs. 8-9, and the fact that questions about 
Paul’s acceptance and/or refusal of support from church 
members was at the heart of confrontation with opponents 
(11:7—-11; 12:14-18; cf. 1 Cor 9:1-18). In wv. 11-13 Paul repeats 
that he has demonstrated the open speech and boldness 
which are the hallmarks of an honourable apostle (2 cor 
t:12-14) and he characterizes his relationship with the 
Corinthians as resembling the exchange between a father 


and his children (cf. 12:14). 


(6:14-7:1) Warnings against Contact with Unbelievers This 
text seems to interrupt the appeals of 6:11-13 which are re- 
sumed at 7:2-3. A large number of occurrences of hapax 
legomena have been noted. The stringing together of a series 
of citations from Scripture which are not found elsewhere in 
Paul’s letters (the allusions in 6:16-18 include Lev 26:12; Isa 
52:11; Ezek 20:34; 2 Sam 7:14) has invited discussion. The 
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vocabulary and ideas, especially the dualism, have been 
judged to be closer to the Qumran community than to Paul. 
Thus a great deal of doubt has been raised about the authen- 
ticity of these verses. There have been theories ranging from 
an ‘anti-Pauline fragment’ (Betz 1973: 88-108) to a ‘Pauline 
interpolation of non-Pauline material’ (Furnish 1984: 383), to 
a ‘deliberative digression’ which fits well within the present 
context of 2 Corinthians (Witherington 1995: 402). Some 
have understood this section to be part of the letter to the 
Corinthians mentioned in 1 Cor 5:9-11. In addition to the 
many literary problems this passage raises, the uncomprom- 
ising distinction between believers and unbelievers (which 
seems to leave little room for the winning of new members) is 
surprising. It is difficult, for example, to harmonize the strong 
statement that one should not be mismatched with unbe- 
lievers (apistoi) with Paul’s allowance for marriages between 
believers and non-believers to continue because of their evan- 
gelizing potential (1 Cor 7:12-16). However, there are points of 
contact between this text and others in Paul's letters where the 
church is envisioned as the temple of God made up of sancti- 
fied believers (1 Cor 3:16, 19) which must be kept pure. The 
corollary of this notion of holy temple is the view that 
members who threaten to bring impurity into the community 
should be treated as outsiders (1 Cor 5:1-5; Newton 1985: 110-— 
14). On the question of maintaining community boundaries, 
it is also useful to compare this passage to 1 Cor 8 and 10 
where the problem of food sacrificed to idols is discussed. 
Beliar is a name for Satan (or an evil spiritunder Satan) which 
occurs frequently in Jewish intertestamental literature. 


(7:2-16) Restoration of Good Relations The appeals of 6:11- 
13 are resumed in wv. 2-4. Many of the concepts related to the 
honour of Paul’s apostleship such as ‘boasting’ and ‘confi- 
dence’ are reiterated (2 cor 1:12-14). The nature of the intim- 
ate connection between apostle and community and the 
theme of comfort and affliction (2 cor 1:3-11) are developed 
further in vv. 5-16. Many commentators have understood v. 5 
as a resumption of the comments in 2:12-13, and this view 
figures prominently in theories about the partitioning of the 
letter (1:1-2:13; 7:5-16; 13:11-13 have been described as a ‘letter 
of reconciliation’; Betz 1992: 1149-50). But these theories 
have also been disputed. It is also possible to understand the 
narrative beginning at v. 5 as an example of the comfort that 
occurs in affliction (v. 4); a comfort that is ultimately divine 
consolation (v. 6; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 823). Without 
going so far as a theory of partition, it has been argued from 
a rhetorical perspective that wv. 5-16 constitute an amplifica- 
tion of some of the things mentioned in the narratio (explain- 
ing the disputed matter) of chs. 1 and 2. In other words, these 
verses represent a kind of retelling in a manner that would 
help Paul make his case as convincing as possible. The recap- 
itulation may offer an indication that Paul was very con- 
cerned about the fact that he was being perceived as 
inconsistent with respect to his travel plans and about the 
results of the ‘tearful letter’ (2 cor 1:23-2:13; Witherington 
1995: 407). Paul informs listeners that the setting of the 
events where he experienced comfort in affliction was Mace- 
donia. The afflictions from which his body had no rest are 
described as coming from ‘within’ and from ‘without’. It is 
possible that he is referring to bodily suffering in the form of 
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internal anguish and external malady (cf. 4:16). Butthe terms 
might also have communal connotations, referring to suffer- 
ing resulting from encounters with those outside the body of 
Christ (cf. 1 Tim 3:7) and from problems within the church 
community (or a combination of community difficulties and 
physical afflictions, such as suffering resulting from contacts 
with non-believers and those occurring as a result of disease). 
With related terminology, Paul refers throughout his corres- 
pondence to those on the outside as non-believers (1 Cor 5:12, 
13; Col 4:5; 1 Thess 4:12). In v. 5 Paul may be continuing to 
speak with an uncompromising voice towards non-believers 
as he did in 6:14-7:1. In discussing the arrival of Titus, Paul 
fills in many details which are alluded to in 2 Cor 2. Paul was 
consoled by Titus’ arrival and bythe news that issues concern- 
ing the offender (2:6—8) had been resolved. The ‘letter of tears’ 
(2:3-4) had apparently produced the desired effect of instilling 
repentance (v. 10). Paul describes the Corinthians as having 
proved themselves to be guiltless (v. 11): they exonerated 
themselves by dealing appropriately with the offender and 
by showing that they did not have misplaced loyalties (wv. 11- 
12). ‘The one who did wrong’ refers to the offender (2 cor 
1:23-2:13) and ‘the one who was wronged’ refers to Paul (v. 12). 
That what is at stake transcends the particular events of the 
dispute and involves the fundamental nature of Paul’s rela- 
tionship with the Corinthians is made clear by Paul’s descrip- 
tion of the consolation which has occurred as a longing, 
mourning, and zeal for the apostle (v. 7; cf. v. 12; 11:2). It is 
interesting to note that although Paul seeks concrete expres- 
sions of his authority by calling for loyalty to his position and 
by insisting that the offender be punished, at the same time he 
denies the ultimate importance of his personal authority; 
rather, the ‘tearful letter’ precipitated a rediscovery of the 
inseparable link between loyalty to Paul and loyalty to God 
(vv. 12-13). The contrast between godly grief and worldly grief 
in w. 9-11 also represents a bestowing of salvific meaning 
upon the dispute. The painful experience (the Corinthians 
were grieved by Paul’s letter, v. 8) was in actual fact the kind of 
godly grief which leads to ‘repentance’ (metanoia, vv. 9-10; see 
OCB 646-7; ABD v. 672-3). This is one of the few places 
where Paul employs the term (Rom 2:4; cf. 12:21; 2 Tim 2:25). 
Here it does not refer to repentance prior to entry into the 
church, but to believers repenting of some sin; it involves 
rediscovery of commitment to Paul, his gospel, and ultimately 
to God (Witherington 1995: 409). The subordination or de- 
nial of the obvious or earthly significance of the events in 
favour of an argument about divine purpose is an example 
of what sociologists of knowledge have called ‘legitimation’: 
the means by which the institutional world is explained and 
justified (Berger and Luckmann 1981: 79). Legitimation is 
involved in the construction and maintenance of the ‘sym- 
bolic universe’ (MacDonald 1988: 16, 10-11). Opposition, de- 
viance, or heresy can give impetus to theorizing about the 
symbolic universe. The development of theological thought is 
accelerated by challenges posed to the tradition by opponents, 
deviants, or heretics. In the process of theorizing, new impli- 
cations of the tradition emerge and the symbolic universe is 
transformed (Berger and Luckmann 1981: 125). Paul’s evoca- 
tivetheology of comfort in affliction is articulated by means of 
this process. The information about Titus in this passages 
offers a good example of the importance of Paul’s co-workers 
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to his mission. Titus may be counted asa member of the small 
group of Paul’s closest co-workers who were clearly subject to 
Paul but also could act as his representatives (Holmberg 1980: 
57-67). An important companion of Paul, Titus was taken 
along to Jerusalem where he was the focus of a dispute about 
whether Gentiles needed to be circumcised. Paul vigorously 
resisted the appeal that his Greek co-worker be circumcised 
(Gal 2:1-3). Although he had apparently not met the Cor- 
inthians previously, Titus became Paul’s representative in an 
attemptto bring about a reconciliation (v. 14). Itis indicated at 
8:6, 16-24, that Titus was sent to Corinth a second time to 
conduct work in support of the collection for Jerusalem (cf. 2 
Cor 12:18). The close relationship between Paul and Titus is 
made clear by the fact that Titus’ very presence is a comfort to 
Paul (vv. 6-7). Titus’ connection with the Corinthian commu- 
nityis also cast in personal and emotional terms (vv. 13-15). He 
somehow participates in Paul’s apostleship. It is useful to view 
Titus as a broker of Paul’s authority. The attitude of the Cor- 
inthians with respect to Titus is one of obedience and they 
welcome him with fear and trembling (v. 15). An understand- 
ing of the centrality of the values of honour and shame in first- 
century society can shed light upon what was at stake in Titus’ 
visit to Corinth. Because Paul has previously ‘boasted’ to Titus 
about the model behaviour of the Corinthians, the commu- 
nity can strip Paul of all honour if it fails to live up to its 
reputation; the community has the power to revoke all public 
recognition of the apostle’s worth. How they treat Titus has a 
direct bearing upon their patron (v. 14). 


(8:1-9:15) Appeals about the Collection 


(8:1-15) A Call to Fulfil Previous Commitment Chs. 8-9 have 
figured prominently in theories about the fragmentation of 2 
Corinthians. It has been argued that ch. 8 constitutes an 
‘administrative letter’ which was delivered to Corinth by Titus 
and two ‘brothers’ (8:18-23). Comparison with literary paral- 
lels has revealed similarity to letters of appointment given to 
political or administrative emissaries (Betz 1985: 37-86, 131- 
9). Ch. 9 has also been viewed as an administrative letter. It 
may have had an advisory purpose: enlisting the help of the 
Achaians in bringing the collection in Corinth to fruition 
(ibid. 87-128, 139-40). Such partition theories have not 
seemed convincing to everyone. The mention of Macedonia 
and Titus, for example, in ch. 7 may prepare the way for the 
issues in chs. 8-9 and might be taken as a sign of literary 
integrity (Witherington 1995: 410, 413). While there is some 
disjunction suggested, for example, by the break in subject 
between 8:24 and 9:1 (with the usual formula: ‘peri de’, ‘now 
concerning’, e.g. 1 Cor 7:1; 8:1, 4; 12:1; 16:1), the evidence has 
sometimes been judged as insufficient to demand that ch. 9 
be viewed as a separate letter (Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 823; 
Witherington 1995: 413). These chapters have been called an 
example of deliberative rhetoric (persuasion or dissuasion 
with a future orientation) designed to ensure that the audi- 
ence fulfil a commitment previously made concerning the 
collection, and to illustrate that the apostle’s behaviour with 
respect to the collection has been above reproach (Withering- 
ton 1995: 411). 1 Cor 16:14 provides the background illustrat- 
ing that the collection for the relief of the Jerusalem church is 
something that had been initiated previously. It appears that 
Titus had made some progress in reviving the commitment to 
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the collection and was being sent back to complete the task 
(7:6). Perhaps he used the atmosphere of reconciliation as an 
opportunity to invite the Corinthians to demonstrate the hon- 
our of their community by means of fulfilling their commit- 
ment to the collection (7:7—8, 10-11). In order to persuade the 
Corinthians, Paul appeals to the example of the Macedonians 
(including the Thessalonians and Philippians) who exceeded 
Paul’s expectations in their generosity despite their extreme 
poverty (vv. 1-5). The Corinthians, in contrast, are described as 
having a surplus (v. 14). The implicit argument might be 
stated as follows: ‘If the Macedonians in their extreme need 
are capable of such generosity, surely you are capable of as 
much!’ Paul supports his argument with Christological 
thought. In a manner which recalls Phil 2:6-11, Paul speaks 
of Christ who was rich (perhaps a reference to pre-existence) 
becoming poor in order that the Corinthians might benefit 
from spiritual wealth (v. 9). But when Paul develops the im- 
plications of this theology for life in the community, the 
results are surprising (wv. 10-15). We do not hear a call to 
imitate Christ in the radical manner of the gospel invitations 
to give up all to follow him. Rather the focus is one of equity, 
balance, reciprocity, and accommodation. Gifts should be 
according to one’s means (v. 11). Relief for the Jerusalem 
church should not cause strife for the Corinthians (v. 13). 
The Jerusalem church’s abundance (spiritual benefits, Rom 
15:26-7, or future monetary surplus) may in turn come to 
address the Corinthians’ need (v. 14). This call for fair balance 
and partnership is supported by a citation from the LXX (Ex 
16:18). Paul operates upon the premiss that believers should 
not be in need. He calls for generosity, but it is important to 
note that he does not call for a radical redistribution of wealth 
here. Paul’s attitude to wealth has sometimes been judged as 
one of ‘love-patriarchalism’: social differences are allowed to 
continue but relationships must nevertheless be transformed 
by concern and respect. This attitude may have contributed to 
the organizational effectiveness of the Pauline churches in 
integrating members from different strata in an urban envir- 
onment (Theissen 1982: 107—8). A second aspect of Paul’s 
approach in governing his churches is detectable in the state- 
ment that ‘he does not say this as a command’ (cf. 1 Cor 7:6). 
The respect for the autonomy of the congregation and their 
freedom in decision-making is a striking feature of some of 
Paul’s exhortations (Meeks 1983: 138-9). This type of assertion 
of authority may be contrasted with the rule-like statements 
which emerge in household codes of the Deutero-Pauline 


letters (Col 3:18—4:1; Eph 5:21-6:9). 


(8:16-24) Recommendation of Titus and the Brothers Here 
Paul explains the specific arrangements he has made in order 
to bring the collection to completion. In wy. 16-17 he high- 
lights the independence of his co-worker Titus: a close rela- 
tionship between Titus and the Corinthians is presupposed 
and the fact that he is going to Corinth of his own accord is 
stressed (cf. 8:6; 12:18; 2 cor 7:2-16). Paul appears to be 
setting in motion mechanisms to distance himself from the 
process of gathering the collection in Corinth even though he 
clearly believes that the activity has divine sanction (8:8-15). 
This ‘distancing’ can be further detected in the exhortation 
concerning the brother in w. 18-20. Paul refers to the first 
individual who is to accompany Titus as ‘the brother’ (v. 18), 
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while the second individual is described as ‘ourbrother’ (v. 22). 
The possessive suggests a more personal relationship with the 
apostle: the person probably was a regular member of Paul’s 
entourage (Furnish 1988: 1197). Paul presents the first broth- 
er’s initiative as being tied to the mission of the delegation 
and appears to take comfort from the fact that this brother is 
famous in all the churches for proclaiming the good news 
(v. 18). But he also discloses that this brother has been ‘ap- 
pointed by the churches’ and implies that serious difficulties 
have dictated the necessity of an ‘external auditor’ of Paul’s 
initiatives (vv. 19-20). Paul clearly attaches special signifi- 
cance to the involvement of Titus in the delegation; he is 
described as Paul’s partner and co-worker. In addition, the 
two unnamed individuals are described with the Greek term 
apostolos, a term which conveys leadership and authority, 
often translated as ‘apostle’ in Paul’s letters (see OCB 41-2). 
But apostolos has a fluid meaning in the Pauline corres- 
pondence and in this case it seems to be a designation for an 
official messenger or envoy (vv. 18-19; cf. Phil 2:25). vv. 20-1 
offer a very strong indication that Paul was suspected of 
wrongdoing with respect to the collection and that he 
understood the involvement of the delegation as an integral 
part of his defence (cf. 12:14-18). It has been suggested that 
the complicated relationship between Paul and the Cor- 
inthians can be understood in terms of a struggle to establish 
patronage, and the collection issue probably played an import- 
ant part in that struggle. While the securing of support from a 
wealthy patron was a usual means that itinerant teachers used 
to earn a living, it was a means that Paul resisted for many 
reasons including fear that it would contribute to factions in 
Corinth. Instead the apostle continued to insist that he would 
earn his own living (cf. 1 Cor 9:12, 18). Some Corinthians 
probably wished to act as Paul’s patron and subjected him to 
attack because of his departure from normal social conven- 
tions. The attack seems to have included, ironically, accusa- 
tions of greed and back-handed dealings concerning money 
(cf. 2:17; 4:2; 6:3; 7:2; 12:16-17). Paul, in turn, sought to 
reverse the situation and place himself clearly in the position 
of patron (or agent of Christ, their ultimate benefactor; With- 
erington 1995: 417-19). Against such a background, the 
collection emerges as a particularly thorny issue, for it must 
be accepted by Paul in a way that does not diminish his status 
as a patron and does not put him in the position of being the 
Corinthians’ client. wv. 23-4 illustrate that while he is inter- 
ested in establishing the credibility of Titus and the brothers, 
they are brokers of his apostolic authority. He is their patron 
and the patron of the Corinthians, but their success as his 
agents in winning the Corinthians is crucial to protecting his 
honour. In order to encourage success, Paul calls the Cor- 
inthians to live up to their reputation, to demonstrate the 
reason Paul boasted about them to Titus (7:14). The implica- 
tion is the same as in 7:14: if they fail to live up to their 
reputation, Paul will be disgraced—he will be shamed. The 
emotional pleas of v. 24 thus become more easily explained in 
the light of what is at stake. The Corinthians must prove their 
love openly for the delegation (love for them is love for Paul). 


(9:1-5) An Appeal to Community Honour Although it is by no 
means a unanimous opinion, ch. 9 has sometimes been 
judged to be a fragment of a separate letter (cf. 2 cor 8:1-15). 
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One feature which appears to support the fragment theory is 
that in v. 2 Corinth is the subject of praise in relation to 
Macedonia, while in 8:2 the situation is reversed. However, 
there is no real contradiction here since Paul is referring to 
what the Macedonians have been told about the Corinthians’ 
commitment to the collection, a commitment which they 
have as yet to fulfil. Both the argument about the Macedonian 
generosity and the point about the zeal of the Corinthians 
inspiring the Macedonians work together to galvanize the 
community into action. It is somewhat surprising that the 
focus in v. 2 is on Achaia while the focus in ch. 8 has been 
specifically on Corinth. But such a shift from the specific to 
the broader context of the province in which Corinth was 
located is in keeping with the opening of the letter (1:1). The 
reference to the brothers in v. 3 presupposes the discussion in 
8:18-23. The emphasis on Paul’s boasting about the Cor- 
inthians in wv. 2-4 is designed to repeat the same warning 
that has been articulated previously: the Corinthians must live 
up to their reputation. The importance of the values of honour 
and shame in shaping ethical injunctions and community life 
in general is clearly evidentin v. 4. If Paul brings some of the 
Macedonians with him to Corinth and the community mem- 
bers have not as yet fulfilled their commitment, both the 
apostle and the Corinthian church will be humiliated; that 
is, shamed. As is also the case with the arrival of Titus and the 
brothers, the arrival of the Macedonians offers a potential 
occasion for the shaming of Paul and the Corinthian commu- 
nity, and this dishonour must be avoided at all costs (cf. 7:14; 
8:24). Suspicions surrounding Paul’s handling of the collec- 
tion emerge once again in v. 5 (cf. 8:20-1). Once again Paul 
gives the impression that he wants to distance himself from 
the process of gathering the collection by insisting that the 
delegation bring matters to a close before he arrives in Corinth 
(cf. 2 cor 8:16-24). Paul wishes the collection to be perceived 
as a voluntary gift and not as an ‘extortion’. The Greek term 
translated as extortion (pleonexia) occurs in the list of vices in 
Rom 1:29, referring to covetousness (cf. 1 Cor 5:10, 11; 6:10). 
Related terminology also occurs in 2 Corinthians (2:11; 7:2; 
12:17-18). No doubt is left by 12:17-18 that Paul was accused of 
fraudulent activity with respect to the collection (Furnish 
1984: 428). 

(9:6-15) Appeals to Scripture In this passage Paul justifies his 
exhortation in 9:1-5 on the basis of Scripture and with broad 
concepts of the significance of God’s gracious actions in the 
world. A citation of the LXX (Ps 112:9) is included in v. 9, but 
there are many other allusions to Scripture throughout. The 
statement that ‘one reaps what one sows’ in v. 6 closely 
resembles Gal 6:7—9, but is based on a maxim which pervades 
the Wisdom tradition (e.g. Job 4:8; Prov 11:18, 24; 22:8; Sir 7:3; 
Furnish 1988: 1198). That the community’s giving should not 
be under compulsion is in keeping with Paul’s desire to 
respect the freedom of the congregation (cf. 8:8; Philem 8- 
14; 2 cor 8:1-8). Paul justifies his statement with a slightly 
modified reference to the LXX (Prov 22:8—9) in the proclam- 
ation that God loves the cheerful giver (cf. Rom 12:8). The 
premiss announced loudly in v. 8 and which underlies many 
of these verses is that God is the giver who makes all things 
possible (cf. v. 15). For the one who has received—the be- 
liever—giving in return becomes a natural expression of one’s 
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participation in God’s bounty. To communicate the notion of 
the believer’s state as ‘having enough of everything’, Paul uses 
the term autarkeia which expresses the Greek ideal of self: 
sufficiency, the precondition for human freedom. Paul modi- 
fies traditional notions, however, with his insistence that 
self-sufficiency is not a purely human accomplishment but is 
made possible by God’s beneficence (Betz 1985: 110). The 
emphasis on divine initiative continues with the citation of 
Ps 112:9 where Paul probably means us to understand ‘his 
righteousness’ not as a reference to the righteousness of the 
person who helps the poor (as in the psalm), but as a reference 
to God’s righteousness (Furnish 1988: 1198). There are allu- 
sions to Isa 55:10 and Hos 10:12 in v. 10 which also support the 
notion of divine initiative. The images of harvest, growth, and 
plenty prepare the way for the announcement that the one 
who gives will be enriched even more (v. 11). vw. 1-13 make it 
clear, however, that generosity has more than the immediate 
effect of satisfying the need of the Jerusalem poor; it allows the 
Corinthians to contribute actively to the worship of God. The 
result of their giving is an abundance of thanksgivings to God. 
An alternative translation of dokimé in v. 13 as ‘proof’ rather 
than ‘testing’ (cf. 8:2, 8, 22) makes the connection with the 
sentiments expressed in 8:24 stand out more clearly. The 
collection allows for an open demonstration of their love 
and of their glorification of God. It is fundamentally an 
expression of their obedience to the gospel of Christ. Paul 
explains further that the generosity of the Corinthians will 
result in the Jerusalem Christians praying for them and 
expressing their love for them (v. 14). Rom 15:31 makes it clear 
that the apostle associates the acceptance of the collection for 
the Jerusalem church with the acceptance by the authorities 
there of what God has accomplished through Paul’s ministry 
among the Gentiles (cf. Rom 15:31; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 
825). Perhaps Paul has these associations in mind when he 
joyously gives thanks to God for his indescribable gift (v. 15). 


Paul on the Attack (10:1-13:10) 


Chs. 1-9 reflect some problems in the community, but their 
tone is nevertheless often hopeful and conciliatory (e.g. 7:4- 
16). In contrast, the tone of chs. 10-13 is consistently harsh, 
anxious, and sarcastic. Therefore, most biblical scholars have 
accepted the theory that they originally constituted a separate 
letter. There is significant debate, however, as to where they fit 
in the chronology of letter fragments. They have frequently 
been identified with the ‘tearful letter’ mentioned in 2:3-4, 9, 
which means that the letter would have been written prior to 
chs. 1-9. Paul’s more optimistic tone in the earlier chapters 
would then be understood as stemming from the resolution of 
most of the difficulties in the community. But several objec- 
tions have been raised against this theory, based upon boththe 
chronology of events suggested by the content of 2 Cor- 
inthians and the nature of the problem which is explicitly 
related to the ‘tearful letter’. The suggestion of 7:4—16 is that 
at the time of composition of chs. 1-9, Titus had been to 
Corinth only once, while it appears that by the time 12:14-18 
was composed he had been there twice. This implies that chs. 
10-13 came later. Moreover, the case of the lapsed Corinthian 
brother dominates the concern in chs. 1-9 about the ‘tearful 
letter’ (2:3-11; cf. 7:8-12), but nowhere do we read about him 
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in chs. 10-13. In fact, when Paul refers to the effect of the 
‘tearfulletter’ in 7:5-12, there is no explicit interest in the topic 
which so clearly dominates chs. 10-13: the threat of the rival 
apostles. Thus it seems best to consider chs. 10-13 as distinct 
from the ‘letter of tears’ and as having been composed at some 
point following chs. 1-9 (Furnish 1988: 1198-9). Paul’s 
harsher approach in chs. 10-13 is the result of his struggle 
with apostolic rivals who have gained tremendous influence 
over the Corinthians in the interim and whom Paul considers 
as intruders. He may be revealing his awareness of the threat 
of ‘false apostles’ in 3:1-6, but by the time of composition of 
chs. 10-13 the situation has clearly become much worse. 


(10:1-18) Preliminary Defence 


(10:1-6) Claims of Divine Power These verses and indeed all 
of chs. 10-13 set the stage for Paul’s impending visit (12:14; 
13:1). Paul begins with an appeal to the example of the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ (v. 1). This may be his way of 
communicating that in his approach he is emulating the way 
Jesus conducted his earthly ministry. It seems more likely, 
however, that he is referring to Christ’s voluntary debasement 
for the sake of salvation, revealed through the cross (cf. 8:9; 
Phil 2:6-11). In obeying Christ (v. 5), Paul participates in 
Christ’s power in weakness. Although Paul perhaps ex- 
presses it most clearly in 13:3-4, all of chs. 10-13 is based 
upon one central conviction: the apostle’s authority is rooted 
in the fact that his personal strength/weakness echoes the 
strength/weakness of the crucified/resurrected Christ. v. 1 
contains a sarcastic reformulation of the accusation quoted 
in 10:10 about strong letters, but weak presence and speech. 
Paul is attacking those who evaluate him according to the 
criteria sophists use to judge rhetoric (Witherington 1995: 
433; Furnish 198 4: 462). In the process, he displays his own 
rhetorical skill in ‘destroying arguments’ and ‘taking thoughts 
captive’ in the hope of removing obstacles which stand in the 
way of spreading the gospel, here described as the knowledge 
of God \v. 5; cf. 2:14). A similar use of the imagery of siege 
warfare in conjunction with philosophical argumentation is 
made by Philo Conf Ling. 128-31; cf. Prov 21:22; Furnish 
1984: 458, 462). Paul reveals further information about the 
nature of the case against him in the reference to opponents 
who accuse him of ‘acting according to human standards’ (lit. 
acting according to the flesh; v. 2). Paul previously stated that 
his actions are not according to human standards (1:17; cf. 
1:12). Many commentators believe that Paul was rebuked on 
account of a lack of charismatic performances and ecstatic 
experiences (12:I-10; 5:11-13). This is quite ironic given the 
charismatic basis of his ministry. The work of the sociologist 
Max Weber on charisma has been employed by biblical scholars 
in order to shed light on Paul’s apostleship (MacDonald 1988: 
47-9). Paul can be understood as claiming ‘charismatic 
authority’ in the sense that he views his powers and qualities 
as stemming directly from divine origins and as not accessible 
to everyone. This attitude can be seen for example in Paul’s 
descriptions of his divine commission (1 Cor 15:8—9; Gal 1:15- 
16) and when he expresses his confidence that when he 
preaches it is as if God were the speaker (5:18-20). He pro- 
claims his gospel not only verbally, but also through various 
‘charismatic’ acts (e.g. 12:12; Rom 15:19; 1 Cor 2:4; 1 Thess 1:5). 
Paul’s charismatic authority can be seen very clearly in wv. 3-6, 
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for in this text the apostle’s very humanity is qualified by 
a claim to divine power. The military imagery serves Paul 
well here, because it communicates his belief that he is 
empowered by forces which are beyond this world to 
conquer this world (cf. 6:7). Throughout the text Paul sends 
the message that he will not be intimidated. When the Cor- 
inthians have demonstrated their loyalty to him, he will be 
ready to deal firmly with his opponents (v. 6). 


(10:7-11) Accusations against Paul Denied The call to recog- 
nize whatis plainly evident is designed to alert the community 
to danger. Behind the appeal is probably an accusation made 
by the intruders which has won support among the Cor- 
inthians. The opponents appear to have based their authority 
on a special connection to Christ (implied in ‘belonging to 
Christ’; cf. 11:4, 13, 23). They may have claimed access to 
special visionary experiences of the resurrected Christ (12:1- 
IO; 5:1I-13). But since Paul’s commission as an apostle was 
also based on suchexperiences (1 Cor 9:1; 15:8; Gal 1:12) yetthe 
basis of his authority was being judged as inadequate, it is 
more likely that the claim concerned a special connection to 
the historical Jesus or to his followers, perhaps those con- 
nected with the Jerusalem church (cf. 11:22). The fact that 
Paul did not know the historical Jesus, had initially persecuted 
the church, and had entered the circle of apostles late in the 
game proclaiming that he had received a revelation of Christ, 
seems to have led to widespread questions and suspicions 
about his apostolic status (1 Cor 15:7-9). If the question of 
connection with the historical Jesus is involved in his battle 
with the Corinthian opponents, it is a matter of charismatic 
authority versus tradition. Given the importance of the appeal 
to tradition in Jewish teaching, it is not surprising that tension 
between charismatic authority and tradition can be detected 
in the attempts to organize the early church (Rowland 1985: 
266-7). Paul is unequivocal, however, in v. 8. His authority is 
charismatic (2 cor 10:1-6); it was giventohim by the Lord (i.e. 
the resurrected Christ; cf. 13:10). The concept of boasting 
which permeates (2 Corinthians 2 cor 1:12-14) is employed 
in an interesting way here and throughout chs. 10—13; its use 
is characterized by ambivalence and irony which becomes 
even more pronounced in the fool’s speech of 11:1-12:13. The 
opponents may have accused him of boasting too much of his 
authority, but Paul admits that such extremes are necessary 
for the health ofthe Corinthians. Boasting and self-promotion 
were the conventional means of articulating where honour 
and shame were to be found in Graeco-Roman society (With- 
erington 1995: 432). Paul is faced with the difficulty of 
harmonizing his conviction that in the early church many of 
the usual criteria for determining honour have been aban- 
doned (e.g. skill inrhetorical performance), with the necessity 
of communicating priorities in a cultural context which de- 
manded public demonstrations of worth. It sometimes seems 
to Paul that in communicating his priorities he is resorting to 
worldly standards: he boasts a little too much! In v. to Paul 
quotes an accusation made against him directly (cf. 10:1). He 
has been accused of weak physical presence and poor oral 
performance of rhetoric. It seems that even his critics ac- 
knowledge his skill in writing rhetorical pieces (Witherington 
1995: 433). In w. 9-11 Paul admits that his letters are strong, 
but instead of declaring that he is equally strong in speech, he 
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uses the opportunity to bring the focus of community back to 
the content of his letters. The true nature of his strength will 
be made clear through his actions when he comes to Corinth 
and does what he has said in his letters. Underlying these 
verses may be the suspicion that Paul is avoiding direct con- 
tact with the Corinthians, perhaps relying too heavily on his 
talent as a letter-writer and on fellow-workers to act as his 
delegates. 


(10:12-18) Opponents Accused of Interference In this section 
Paul moves from responding to accusations made against 
him to launching some attacks of his own upon his opponents 
(Furnish 1988: 1199). Inv. 12 he is clearly being sarcastic: he 
would not even presume to compare himself with those who 
commend themselves! He probably has in mind here the use 
of letters of recommendation by his rivals (cf. 3:1-3). He rejects 
both the self:commendation of his opponents and the nature 
of their comparisons with one another as completely mis- 
guided. They act according to worldly commendations, 
when only commendation by the Lord is relevant (wv. 17-18). 
To make his point forcefully, he draws upon the contentious 
notion of boasting (citing Jer 9:23-4) in order to call for a 
return to central priorities: boasting should be done only in 
the Lord (v. 17; cf. 1 Cor 1:31; Phil 3:3). The exact meaning of 
vv. 13-16 is not always clear and there are severe problems in 
translating (esp. v. 13; see Barrett 1973: 263-6). However, the 
main point is clear: Paul’s mission to the Corinthians has 
divine authorization; his opponents have not respected his 
prerogatives as the founder of the community and have inter- 
fered in his ‘sphere of action’ (v. 16). These verses reveal the 
somewhat curious preoccupation (at least from a modern 
perspective) of divisions of missionary labour. Paul’s principle 
was that he would bring the good news only to communities 
where it had never been preached. ‘Boasting of work already 
done in someone else’s sphere of action’ (v. 16) was ‘building 
on someone else’s foundation’ (Rom 15:20). An understand- 
ing of the dynamics of patronage can shed light on Paul’s 
exclusive claims and jealousy. Paul refers to himself as the 
Corinthians’ spiritual parent in a way that conveys the nature 
of his relationship with them as their benefactor (12:14; With- 
erington 1995: 418; cf. 1 Cor 4:14—16). He endowed them with 
the gift of salvation and, in turning to other apostles, they 
betray the loyalty that should exist between patron and client 
and fail to honour him as clients should. Paul’s desire for an 
increasing sphere of action expressed in wv. 15-16 is a means 
of calling for a strengthened relationship with the Corinthian 
community as their patron which will free him to move on, 
and bring the good news to new territories (cf. Rom 15:23-4). 


(I1:1-12:13) The Fool’s Speech 


(11:1-4) The Threat of Corruption The whole of 11:1-12:13 is 
dominated by the concept that Paul is speaking like a fool. Toa 
certain extent, Paul engages in parody in this section: he 
imitates the tactics (sophistic eloquence and rhetorical self: 
praise) of his opponents (Witherington 1995: 436). But the 
reference to foolishness in the context ofv. 1 makes it clear that 
he is not altogether comfortable with the measures he has 
adopted. He is in fact engaging in the kind of comparison 
which he has just rejected as ultimately irrelevant, and he 
therefore risks giving the impression that he shares the pre- 
occupations of his opponents (10:12—18). One can appreciate 
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the difficulty of Paul’s position; he lives in a society which 
demands public display of its itinerant teachers (cf. 2 cor 
10:7—11). Yet there is a desperate and sometimes almost tragic 
sound to Paul’s words, as he laments about an apostleship 
whose strength has not been recognized in weakness. In w. 1- 
4 Paul makes use ofa marriage metaphor to communicate the 
seriousness of the threat which has penetrated the commu- 
nity from the outside. The gravity of the situation as Paul 
perceived it would not have been missed by an audience of 
the time, for he appeals to the core values of honour and 
shame. Paul places himself in the role of father (cf. 12:14) of 
a virgin (the community) who is giving her in marriage to her 
one true husband (Christ). It is the father’s duty to protect the 
honour of the virgin; and it is the virgin daughter’s duty to 
remain chaste, symbolizing her shame (concern for reputa- 
tion) and the shame of her whole household. But Paul fears 
that the virgin daughter will be violated by a seducer. The 
image of the corruption of the internal sanctity of the virgin 
daughter is a powerful means of communicating the nature of 
the threat which comes from the outside. Indisputable evi- 
dence is offered in v. 4 that the problem in the community is 
not only internal, but involves teachers from the outside who 
preach a message that Paul understands to be in contradiction 
to his own. The reference to proclamation of another Jesus 
may imply an appeal on the part of the ‘false apostles’ to 
greater continuity with the historical Jesus (cf. 10:7; 2 cor 
10:7—-I1). wv. 2-3 are dense in allusions to Scripture and trad- 
itional notions of marriage. The role of the father in giving his 
virgin daughter in marriage is reflected in such texts as Gen 
29:23 and Deut 22:13—21. The use of the marriage metaphor to 
address the relationship of the community with the divine 
draws upon the traditional notion of marriage as a metaphor 
for YHWH’s relationship to Israel (e.g. Hos 2:19-20). The 
image of the virgin (community) joining together with 
the bridegroom (Christ) is developed further in Eph 5:21-33. 
The reference to Eve being deceived by the serpent pre- 
supposes the temptation story (Gen 3:1-24). In Jewish trad- 
ition the serpent became identified with the devil (Sir 2:24; cf. 
Rev 20:2). Paul’s interpretation here, with its overtones of 
seduction and sexual conquest, may reflect knowledge of a 
Jewish legend contained in the pseudepigrapha (2 Enoch, 
31:6; cf. 1 Tim 2:13-14) where the serpent is identified 
with Satan and Eve’s deception involves sexual seduction 
(Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 826). 


(115-15) The Super-Apostles The transition from 11:4 to 11:5 
implies that those who come into Corinth are described sar- 
castically by Paul as ‘super-apostles’, ton hyperlian apostolon 
(cf. t2:11). It has also been suggested, however, that these 
super-apostles are not the intruders that Paul labels so nega- 
tively as ‘false apostles’, pseudapostolot, in v. 13 (e.g. Barrett 
1971: 249-53). Paul’s qualified admission thatthe status of the 
super-apostles equals his own (cf. 12:11) has sometimes led to 
the conclusion that they were leaders of the Jerusalem church 
(cf. Gal 2:9); the false apostles may then have been their 
envoys, whom Paul condemns categorically as intruders 
(v. 13; for a full summary of the debate concerning identity of 
super-apostles, see Furnish 1984: 502-5). But the emphasis 
on rhetorical performance in oral delivery (v. 6) seems to 
support the notion that these super-apostles are themselves 
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the intruders, who not only rate themselves highly, but have 
probably also gained considerable prestige in the community 
(Georgi 1986: 39). v. 6 has been judged to be a frank admis- 
sion by Paul of a liability (Witherington 1995: 435). In these 
earliest stages of church development, norms are being in- 
stitutionalized with respect to judgement of apostolic legit- 
imacy and talent, and Paul is not always able to meet group 
expectations. He calls for a realignment of community norms 
based on true knowledge of God (v. 6; cf. 10:5). Paul’s shifting 
of labels from super-apostles to false apostles does not neces- 
sarily imply that two different groups are in view, but may 
stem from Paul’s shifting perspectives. According to some 
standards (which he himself rejects) these apostles are power- 
fulleaders. But according to the ultimate standard of God, they 
are merely disguising themselves as apostles of Christ (v. 13). 
In w. 7-11 Paul offers a specific example of his behaviour 
in order to defend himself against accusations concerning 
his authority and credibility. The Corinthians may have har- 
boured suspicions about Paul’s attitudes to money and deal- 
ings with the collection, and these ideas may have left the 
opportunity ripe for the intruders to gain support. Paul has 
refused financial support from the Corinthians and refers to 
his principle ironically and with exaggeration by speaking of 
committing sin (v. 7), and robbing from other churches for the 
Corinthians’ sake (v. 8). Paul continued to work as an artisan 
while he conducted his missionary work (1 Cor 4:12; 1 Thess 
2:9), apparently refusing the support to which other apostles 
were entitled (1 Cor 9:12, 15-18). This refusal to accept living 
expenses may have been related to the desire to avoid being a 
client of Corinthian patrons, and to the fear of contributing to 
the already serious problem of community factions (2 cor 
8:16-24). But it may also have led to frustration among the 
Corinthians who may have argued that Paul abrogated socie- 
tal conventions with respect to itinerant teachers and de- 
graded himself (and them) with manual labour. Paul makes 
it abundantly clear, however, in v. 10, that he has no intention 
of changing his approach. The reference to friends from 
Macedonia in v. 9 may be in response to the charge that he 
has allowed himself to become a client of the Macedonians. 
Paul reveals that he did accept special gifts from the Philip- 
pian church in Macedonia (Phil 4:10-20), but was apparently 
unwilling to accept such support in Corinth. The question 
also arises as to whether Macedonian generosity in the collec- 
tion (8:1-5) was related to the nature of the patronage relation- 
ship he had with them. But Paul continues to have confidence 
in his boast, making it clear that his attitude towards support 
from the Corinthian church is a public demonstration of his 
honour (v. 10) and is motivated by his love for the community 
(v. 11). In w. 12-15 the accusation made against Paul concern- 
ing his refusal to accept financial support from the Cor- 
inthians is transformed by him into an indication of the 
false apostles’ inadequacy and dishonesty. Only by accepting 
the same attitude to support as does Paul, might these apos- 
tlesshow themselves to be Paul’s equal (v. 12). The implication 
is clearly that these false apostles have been taking advantage 
of the Corinthians. The description of Satan disguising him- 
self as an angel of light echoes 11:3 and reflects Jewish legends 
about the deception of Eve by the devil (Apoc. Mos. 17.1-2; 
Adam and Eve 9.1 [Latin]; Adam and Eve 38.1 [Slavonic]; Fur- 
nish 1984: 494~-5). The use of the terms ‘apostle’ and ‘minis- 
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ter’ (diakonos) (terms Paul applies to himself) in the condem- 
nation of the intruders suggests that, despite the polemic and 
the parody, the threat to Paul’s apostolic authority cuts to the 
heart. 


(11:16-21a) The ‘Wise’ Corinthians In v. 16 Paul repeats the 
appeal of 11:1 to bear with him as he plays the part of the fool. It 
is almost as if he is aware that he has been digressing from his 
main speech in 11:2-15. He explicitly states in wv. 17-18 that he 
is speaking not with the Lord’s authority, but boasting (2 cor 
I:12-14) according to the human standards of his opponents. 
In wy. 19-214 the apostle employs irony and engages in ex- 
treme sarcasm. He draws upon the community’s reputation 
for thinking itself wise (1 Cor 2:6-16; 4:10; 6:4—5) and ironic- 
ally refers to their willingness to entertain fools (the false 
apostles). The implication is that now that he counts himself 
as a fool, they will surely entertain him! Paul denigrates the 
false apostles in v. 20 in a manner that implies their charla- 
tanism and recalls the differing attitudes towards community 
support which divide Paul from his opponents (11:7—15). He 
sarcastically proclaims that he was simply too weak to adopt 
the belittling tactics of his opponents (v. 21a). This is, of 
course, an ironic jibe at the Corinthians’ blindness in recog- 
nizing the strength of true apostleship, a blindness which is 
made especially evident by the accusation that Paul’s bodily 
presence is weak (10:10). What appears to be his shame 
(weakness) he hopes to prove is in fact his honour (power; 
cf. 1 Cor 12:9). 


(11:21b-33) The Self-Designations of Paul’s Opponents The 
passage 11:21b—12:10 includes the heart of the ‘fool’s speech’. 
Declaring that he is engaging in foolishness, Paul neverthe- 
less boasts in the same terms as his opponents and insists that 
he shares all of their claims to authority. In the process he 
reveals the self-designations of his opponents. ‘Hebrews,’ 
‘Israelites’, and ‘descendants of Abraham’ are three closely 
related labels pointing to a special claim of Jewish heritage 
(cf. Phil 3:5). Itis impossible to attach a distinct significance to 
each term, but there may be differences of nuance. ‘Hebrews’ 
may refer primarily to ethnic descent, but also to geographical 
origin and familiarity with Hebrew or Aramaic (cf. Acts 6:1). 
With ‘Israelites’ the focus may be somewhat more upon a 
religious past, heritage, and tradition (Georgi 1986: 46). The 
conflict between Paul and the opponents in Corinth probably 
involves the question of whether the charismatic basis of the 
apostle’s authority (a direct appeal to divine experience) is 
sufficient in the light of the greater appeal made to tradition 
by the false apostles (2 cor 10:1—6). ‘Descendants of Abraham’ 
may function to legitimate the authority they claim in pro- 
pounding their particular understanding of the mission they 
undertake among the Gentiles: Abraham’s promise was to be 
the father of many nations (cf. Rom 4:13—-18; 9:6—8; Gal 3:16- 
18). The title ‘ministers [or servants] of Christ’ (diakonoi Chris- 
tou), v. 23, is especially important because it represents a direct 
quotation ofa designation that moves beyond claims concern- 
ing heritage and identity to give us a sense of how the oppon- 
ents understood what they were doing (Georgi 1986: 32). 
The seriousness of the threat posed by the opponents may 
have been related to an approach and self-understanding 
which in many ways may have been quite similar to Paul’s 
mission to be a minister of Christ Jesus (e.g. Rom 15:16). This 
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is supported by the frequent use of the terms diakonos and 
diakonia throughout 2 Corinthians (on deacon, see OCB s.v.). 
The opponents’ understanding of their connection with 
Christ may have differed from that of Paul, however, with 
respect to claims ofa special relationship with the historical 
Jesus (2 CoR 10:7-11; wv. 1-4, 5-15). Paul illustrates that he is a 
better minister/servant of Christ by describing a ministry of 
suffering and humiliation. He appeals once again to a cata- 
logue of hardships (v. 23) which functions in 2 Corinthians in 
conjunction with the apostle’s theology of the cross (wv. 30—1). 
This catalogue recalls the terms used by philosophers in the 
ancient world to describe their struggles in the overcoming of 
passion and inthe search for wisdom (2 cor 4:7-15). Butthere 
is no heroism in Paul’s attitude towards his troubles; v. 29 in 
fact records the sentiment of injustice in suffering. Yet suffer- 
ing is far from meaningless; it offers demonstrative proof of 
Paul’s weakness (v. 30), which is a sign of his identification 
with Christ (12:9). Because Paul appeals to the extent of his 
hardships to respond directly to the claims of superiority 
made by his opponents (v. 23), and because the theme of 
inappropriate boasting permeates the discussion (vv. 16-23), 
itis tempting to conclude that the opponents viewed their own 
apostolic struggles as heroic or as signs of their ‘strength’ of 
character. The sufferings mentioned in the catalogue of hard- 
ships cover many aspects of Paul’s life: work as an artisan 
(vv. 23, 27), travel (vv. 25-6), persecution (vv. 23-6), church life 
(vv. 26, 28). Particularly intriguing is the reference to ‘false 
brethren’ in v. 26. The same term is used by Paul to describe 
those who seek to impose the law on Gentile Christians in Gal 
2:4 (Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 827). The list offers evidence 
of persecution at the hands of both Jews and Gentiles. The 
legal basis for the ‘forty lashes’ is found in Deut 25:1-3. Being 
‘beaten with a rod’ was a Roman punishment. Although a law 
prohibited the imposition of this punishment on Roman 
citizens, it was frequently ignored; Paul protests this punish- 
ment in Acts 16:37 (cf. Acts 16:22; 1 Thess 2:2; Furnish 1984: 
516). In fact, the reference to the beatings offers evidence of 
one of many points of contact between this text and accounts 
in Acts. However, as is illustrated by comparing the reference 
to the narrow escape from Damascus (vv. 32-3) with the 
account in Acts 9:23-5, the stories do not always present the 
same picture of the apostle. While in 2 Corinthians the story 
illustrates Paul’s humiliation and weakness, in Acts it com- 
municates the apostle’s bravery and invincible mission (Fur- 


nish 1988: 1201). 


(12:1-10) Visions and Revelations of the Lord Paul continues 
his inappropriate boasting—his speaking like a fool (11:21)— 
by onceagain arguing that he can match any claims of status 
that his opponents might have. In v. 1 he gives the impression 
thathe is ready to discuss the last contentious issue; he moves 
on to visions and revelations ‘of the Lord’ (probably to be 
understood as ‘granted by the Lord’: a genitive of origin; 
Furnish 1984: 524). That his reluctance to engage in this 
type of discourse is particularly great, however, is suggested 
by his description of his experience in the third person: ‘I 
know a person in Christ...’ (v. 2). Probably because of the 
importance attached to visions and revelations by his oppon- 
ents, Paul wishes to convey the impression that such ecstatic 
experiences are relatively unimportant and even of no real 
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significance for ministry. Paul’s mission is based on what is 
seen concretely in the apostle and what is heard from the 
apostle (wv. 6-7). Paul emphasizes the nature of his dealings 
with church communities and his preaching of the gospel as 
definitive signs of his apostleship. But he nevertheless unwit- 
tingly offers here an indication of the significance of ecstatic 
religious experience for an early church group. The attitude 
towards it in this text appears to be more negative than that 
revealed by 5:13, where competition concerning ecstatic ex- 
perience may also be in view (2 cor 5:11—-19). Moreover, while 
Paul clearly sees a great difference between the revelation of 
the Lord he describes in wv. 2-4 and the revelation of God’s 
Son which led to his becoming an apostle (Gal 1:15—16), the 
distinction may be less apparent to his audience. Ultimately 
Paul’s apostleship is based upon revelation, but given the 
situation in Corinth he obviously feels that it is prudent 
instead to stress his physical (and earthly) weakness which 
discloses the power accorded to him by the Lord. In Paul’s 
dispute with the opponents we can perhaps sense a trace of 
the difficulty of determining which charismatic experience 
of an apostle is authentic. In the early church writing, the 
Didache, attitudes towards riches on the part of itinerant 
charismatics became animportant guideto determining which 
teachers were truly gifted (Did. 11-13). Paul tells us very little 
about the shape of his revelatory experience or what it meant; 
but he does announcethat it could have led to elation (v. 7). He 
tells us he was caught up (cf. 1 Thess 4:17) to the third heaven 
(here equated with Paradise, see wv. 2, 4; cf. 2 Enoch7 and Apoc. 
Mos. 37.5; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 828). Other-worldly jour- 
neys were commonly described in ancient apocalyptic litera- 
ture (Furnish 1984: 525-6). The mysterious quality that one 
would expect of such an experience is disclosed by Paul in the 
admission that he does not know whether the experience was 
in the body or out of the body (v. 3). His reference to a lack of 
knowledge about the event, however, may also be a way of 
communicating its relative unimportance. Similarly, Paul’s 
announcement that he heard things that should never be told 
could be in keeping with the notion ofa sealed revelation (Dan 
12:4; Rev 10:4), but could also be a means of pointing to 
irrelevance of the event for the essence of his apostleship 
(Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 828). Having abandoned the role 
of the fool (and the parody of his opponents’ tactics), Paul 
admits that he was prevented from boasting (or being too 
elated) by a thorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan (v. 7). 
Most commentators have seen here a reference to a physical 
ailment (physical suffering is understood by Paul as a sign 
that Satan’s power continues to influence the world; cf. 4:4; 
see Neyrey 1990: 167-80), but others have argued that Paul 
has an external enemy in mind, a non-believer or an opponent 
in the church (cf. 2 Cor 11:14-15; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 
828). Paul apparently prayed three times to the Lord to have 
the thorn removed (v. 8). The Lord responded by means of an 
oracle (v. 9). Grace is equated with power in v. 9 and refers to 
the force which sustains Paul and is disclosed in his weak- 
ness. Paul announces that it is his weakness that is the 
authentic source of his boasting, for it is a sign of the power 
of Christ dwelling within him. He offers a summary (v. 10) of 
the long catalogue of hardships in 11:23—8, but now explicitly 
states that he is content in his sufferings: these make known 
the paradox of his life as an apostle in imitation of Christ. 
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(12:11-13) The Signs of a True Apostle These verses are 
usually understood as the epilogue of the fool’s speech (11:1- 
12:13). Paul takes up the voice of the fool once again. He has 
had to defend his own honour, sincethe Corinthians have not 
been commending him. This is the voice of a patron who feels 
he has not received the honour which is his due. Maintaining 
the ironic tone which dominates chs. 10-13, Paul admits that 
he is weak (he is nothing), but at the same time he is not at all 
inferior to the super-apostles whom the Corinthians admire 
so much (11:5; 2 CoR 11:5-15). Paul tells the Corinthians that 
they have no reason to complain since ‘the signs of a true 
apostle’ were performed adequately among them (v. 12). The 
reference to ‘signs’ (sémeia) offers evidence of the existence of 
institutionalized norms in the community for determining 
true apostleship (2 cor 10:7-11). A similar focus on charis- 
matic performance in the process of evangelization occurs in 
Rom 15:19 and in Gal 3:5. But Paul’s admission of the import- 
ance of ‘signs and wonders and mighty works’ is intriguing, 
given his previous attempt to play down the importance of 
visions and revelations to his mission (12:1-10). Paulis speak- 
ing likea fool in wv. 11-13, but he nevertheless may be offering 
an indication that charismatic phenomena were central to 
Paul's initial acceptance in a community, even though such 
wondrous deeds were subsumed by the apostle within the 
larger purpose of preaching the gospel of Christ (Rom 15:18- 
19). In v. 13 Paul returns to the complaint made by the Cor- 
inthians of unfair treatment in comparison to other churches. 
This complaint involved the apostle’s refusal to accept mater- 
ial support from the Corinthians (his refusal to become their 
client). The Corinthians argued that he did not adoptthe same 
attitude in other places (notably Macedonia: 11:7—-11; 2 cor 
11:5-15). With biting sarcasm, Paul pleads for the Corinthians’ 
forgiveness for not burdening them. 


(12:14-13:10) Concluding Defence 

(12:14-18) Suspicions of Wrongdoing concerning the Collec- 
tion Having appealed to the Corinthians for obedience in 
to:1-18, and having supported that appeal with the ‘fool’s 
speech’ in 11:1-12:13, Paul now states his intention to come 
to Corinth a third time and offers further arguments in sup- 
port of his position. These verses have played a part in theories 
concerning the chronology of the letter fragments of 2 Cor- 
inthians. The passage 7:4-16 suggests that at the time of 
composition of chs. 1-9, Titus had only been to Corinth 
once, while it appears that by the time wv. 14-18 were com- 
posed he had made a second visit. This implies that chs. 10-13 
came later. Paul’s third visit (v. 14; cf. 13:1) appears to be the 
visit that he had planned (1:16) but had postponed after 
the second painful visit (2:1; cf. 9:4). During the first visit the 
community was founded. Invv. 14-16 Paul restates a principle 
that he defended vigorously in 11:7—11 and alluded to sarcastic- 
ally in 12:13: he will continue to support himself while he is 
with the Corinthians (2 cor 11:5—15). Paul presents this as the 
natural consequence of his parental relationship with the 
Corinthians and of his great love for them (vv. 14-15; cf. 
1 Cor 4:15). But the practical application of this principle in 
the community involves the acceptance of Paul as patron of 
the community and the obligation to honour him with their 
love. There were probably Corinthians who felt that the 
reverse should take place; they wished Paul to act as their 
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client and accept their gifts of material support (2 cor 8:16- 
24). But Paul feels that this would be as ridiculous a scenario 
as children ‘lay[ing] up’ (saving) for their parents. In wv. 16-18 
Paul repeats a charge of deceitful trickery broughtagainsthim 
by the Corinthians and defends himself against it (cf 2 Cor 
4:2). The discussion of the trip made by Titus and the brother 
recalls the description of the arrangements made by Paul for 
the impending visit in chs. 8-9. Because Paul seems so con- 
fident of his loyalty as a co-worker who accompanied Titus, the 
brother mentioned in v. 18 is most likely Paul’s representative 
referred to in 8:22 and not the brother who was apparently 
appointed by the churches to oversee the handling of the 
collection as a kind of external auditor (8:18-19; 2 cor 8:16- 
24). vv.14-18 present information which acts as an important 
complementto the material in chs. 8-9: it offers unmistakable 
evidence that Paul was suspected of wrongdoing with respectto 
the collection and his delicate handling of the situation in chs. 
8-9 should be read in that light. But the manner in which 
reference to the collection is fused with suspicions concerning 
Paul’s refusal to accept material support in wv. 14-18 leads to 
further information about the precise nature of the suspicions 
of the Corinthians concerning Paul and money. Paul was 
probably suspected of keeping for himself some of the money 
that he is collecting for Jerusalem. In short, he was being 
accused of fraud (Furnish 1988: 1202). Paul brings the 
discussion of the matter to a close with rhetorical questions 
which he is sure will highlight his innocence (v. 18). 


(12:19-21) The Motives of Paul’s Defence Paul now seeks to 
counter the impression that he has been engaging solely in a 
personal defence based on past events and has not been 
addressing important matters of community well-being. He 
insists thathe has in fact been working for the sake of building 
upthecommunity because he fears thata complete breakdown 
of the relationship between himself and the community will 
occur when he arrives (vv. 19-20). Given that Paul has been 
responding to specific problems having to do with the false 
apostles and with community loyalty from 10:1 until now, it is 
surprising tohear him frame the situation in terms ofa general 
problem with improper behaviour ranging from quarrelling 
to sexual immorality (vv. 20-1). The list of vices in v. 20 appears 
to be conventional (cf. Gal 5:20; Murphy-O’Connor 1990: 
828). While Corinth has a history of sexual immorality (1 Cor 
5:1-5; cf. 1 Cor 6:15—16), theproblemdoes notsurfaceelsewhere 
in 2 Corinthians. However, Jews in the Roman world frequent- 
ly drew attention to sexual immorality in attempts to describe 
the sin and alienation in the pagan world (Newton 1985: 102— 
3). It may be that Paul is aiming to cast the sin of the Corin- 
thians in the most negative terms. Behind wv. 20-1 may lie an 
attempt on the part of the apostle to describe the consequen- 
ces of the community’s alienation from him as devastating. 
Withall hope lost, there willbe nothing left to do but mourn. 


(13:1-4) The Serious Consequences of Disobedience At first 
glance it may appear that the legal statement requiring two or 
three witnesses for a charge refers to requirements to sub- 
stantiate charges against Paul (12:16). However, the rule—a 
citation of Deut 19:15—-concerns the establishment of proper 
criteria for conviction and punishment (cf. Deut 19:15—21; Mt 
18:16), and this fits equally well with w. 3-4 where Paul warns 
thecommunity of the possibility of punitive action. Moreover, 
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in non-diaspora Judaism the rule was often used to support 
the requirement that those suspected of wrongdoing were to 
be warned carefully of the possibility of punishment (van Vliet 
1958: 53-62; Furnish 1984: 575). In stressing his multiple 
previous warnings, Paul apparently feels that he has met the 
criteria of the rule. There is an element of foreboding in his 
warning that he will not be lenient. He promises proof of 
Christ speaking in him (2:17; 5:20; 12:19) in the form of 
punishment of the Corinthians. The explanation of the mean- 
ing of the Christ event in v. 4 is in keeping with credal state- 
ments in Paul’s other letters (e.g. Rom 1:4): Christ was 
crucified in weakness but raised up to live by the power of 
God. Paul’s union with Christ means that his life is shaped by 
the power of God in the same way. He shares Christ’s weak- 
ness, but in dealing with the Corinthians, he will ‘live with 
him’ by the power of God. wv. 3-4 offer a good illustration of 
theology finding expression in concrete human interaction. 
The theology of the cross functions to support censure in 
community ethics and discipline (2 cor 4:7-15). 


(13:5-10) The Purpose of Paul’s Letter Paul’s tone in this 
section is more conciliatory than in the exhortations in 13:1- 
4, but v. to makes it clear that the same message frames both 
passages: severe discipline of the Corinthian community is a 
distinct possibility. Paul states, however, that he hopes that 
drastic measures will not be necessary and locates the purpose 
of his letter in the prevention of such measures. Paulcertainly 
feels that he has been endowed with divine power in his 
dealings with the Corinthians (13:4), but qualifies the author- 
ity given to him by Christ in a way that ties his treatment of the 
Corinthians to the central goal of his mission. Paul has been 
given authority to build up (v. 10; cf. 12:19) and not to tear it 
down (an almost identical phrase is found in 10:8; cf. 2 cor 
10:7-11). The notion of ‘upbuilding’ (oikodomé) occurs fre- 
quently in the Corinthian correspondence and refers to the 
harmonious development of the church in accordance with 
God’s designs (e.g. 1 Cor 3:9 and 14:26). We can only imagine 
the great sense of failure and defeat that Paul would have 
experienced if things did not turn out as he had hoped in 
Corinth and there had been a tearing down (or destruction, 
kathairesis; cf. 10:4). There are, in fact, several indications 
throughout wv. 5-9 that Paul’s sense of his own apostleship 
is bound up with the behaviour of the Corinthians. In an 
atmosphere of comparisons between apostles and challenges 
to apostolic authority, Paul invites the Corinthians to test 
themselves: have they displayed the faith that flows from the 
presence of Jesus among them? The implication seems to be 
that if they pass the test, Paul will also avoid failure (wv. 5-6). 
Nevertheless, to the end, Paul insists that what is most im- 
portant is not the visibility of his apostolic credentials but the 
fact that he has acted in accordance with the truth of the 
gospel (wv. 7-8; cf. 4:2; 6:7). The apostle may be weak, and 
the Corinthians may even continue to view him as weak, as 
long as the Corinthians are strong; that is, strong in faith but 
not strong in self-importance. The relationship between apos- 
tle and community reflects the meaning of the cross. In 
weakness and suffering, strength and salvation are revealed. 
The announcement of the purpose of Paul’s letter in v. 10 
seems incompatible with chs. 1-9 and is often viewed as an 
indication that chs. 10-13 should be viewed as a separate letter. 
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Thethird visit (12:14; 13:1) seems to bethe one Paulintendedto 
make after the Corinthians’ contribution to the collection had 
been gathered (9:3-5). By the time of composition of chs. 10-13 
the relationship between the Corinthians and the community 
had deteriorated to such an extentthat Paul probably wondered 
whether the church would make a contribution at all and he felt 
aharsh letter was required to set matters straight. The reference 
to the people of both Macedonia and Achaia (Corinth was the 
capital of this province) making a generous contribution tothe 
poor in Jerusalem (Rom 15:25-6) suggests that the letter did 
indeed achieveits purpose (Furnish 1988: 1202). 


Conclusion: Greetings and Benediction (13:11-13) 


Assuming the generally held viewthat 2 Corinthians harmon- 
izes at least two separate letters (chs. 1-9; 10-13), it is not clear 
which of the fragments originally included these verses. In 
addition, different translations reflect a slightly different 
numbering of verses. The NRSV has three verses, but some 
translations break the passage down into four verses, num- 
bering ‘All the saints greet you’ as v. 13. ‘Saints’ is a general 
term for believers (cf. 2 cor 1:1-2), but here probably refers to 
the saints of Macedonia, the place where 2 Corinthians (or 
much of the letter) was composed (7:5; cf. 2:12-13; 8:1; 9:2). 
The call to greet one another with a holy kiss occurs several 
times in Paul’s letters (e.g. Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 1 Thess 
5:26). It recalls the ritual kiss during church gatherings, 
which was an intimate expression of the fellowship experi- 
enced in early church groups (Meeks 1984: 109). The bene- 
diction in v. 13 is longer than usual and resembles Eph 6:23-4. 
The reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, God, and the Holy 
Spirit should not be understood as a presentation of the for- 
mal doctrine of the trinity (Thrall 1965: 183). 
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67. Galatians 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Paul and the Galatian Churches. 1. Galatians was sent as a 
circular letter to a group of churches in Galatia, where it would 
have been read aloud, perhaps on several occasions in the 
context of worship (1:2). This is the most passionate of Paul’s 
letters; only 2 Cor 10-13 is partly comparable. There has never 
been any doubt about the authorship of Galatians: here we 
meet Paul’s pugnacious defence of ‘the truth of the gospel’ 
(2:5), as well as his exposition of the significance of God’s 
disclosure of Jesus Christ (1:12). Paul’s letter is carefully 
crafted, though in places the modern reader wishes he had 
clarified some of his statements. We do not know whether 
Paul’s attempt to fend off the threat of the agitators who had 
infiltrated the Galatian churches met with immediate success. 
In the long run, however, Paul was successful: his insistence 
that Gentiles need not observe the whole Mosaic law (includ- 
ing circumcision) as an integral part of their commitment to 
Christ won the day, but the debates on this issue rumbled on 
in some circles well into the latter part of the second century 
(cf. Justin Martyr, Dialogue, 47), and even occasionally there- 
after. 

2. In places Paul uses strong language which must have 
made some of the first listeners to this letter wince (cf. 3:1; 
4:30; 5:12). Occasional scholarly attempts to ‘improve’ Paul’s 
line of argument by removing some verses as later non- 
Pauline additions have not won support. We can be confident 
that the letter we have is very similar to the letter Paul dictated 
to an amanuensis before adding the final section in his own 
handwriting (cf: 6:11). In view of the extent to which some of 
Paul’s key points are expressed more judiciously in some of 
his later letters, it is perhaps surprising that the early scribes 
who copied it did not make more strenuous efforts to harmon- 
ize it with the ‘later’, more moderate Paul. 

3. Galatians was written to quite specific circumstances 
which are difficult to reconstruct in detail, though the 
main issues at stake are clear. Paul’s dispute with the agita- 
tors elicited some of his most profound theological state- 
ments. Only Romans has made a greater impact on later 
Christian thinkers and believers. In modern times Galatians 
has surpassed even Romans in the role it has played in 
reconstructions of the history of earliest Christianity. In- 
terpretation of Paul’s accounts of the Jerusalem ‘council’ 
(2:1-10) and of his clash with Peter at Antioch (2:11-14) is 
always prominent in discussion of the tensions within early 
Christianity. 


B. The Galatian Crisis. 1. In order to unravel Paul’s main lines 
of argument in this letter, it is necessary to have some appre- 
ciation of the circumstances that led to its composition. Paul 
had preached in Galatia once (or possibly twice—see 4:13) 
before he wrote this letter. His initial visit was related to ‘a 
physical infirmity’ he experienced (4:13). Probably as the re- 
sult of his ministry, house-churches were established. In spite 
of Paul’s displeasure at the later turn of events, the warmth of 
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his initial relationship with the Galatian Christians is re- 
flected in several passages (e.g. 3:15; 4:12—20; 6:1). 

2.Atsome point after Paul had left Galatia, agitators from 
elsewhere had undermined some of his central convictions by 
confusing the Galatians and ‘pervert[ing] the gospel of Christ’ 
(1:7). The clearest statements concerning the agitators’ ‘false 
teaching’ are in 4:10, 5:7-12, and 6:12-13, though parts of 
those verses are difficult to interpret. The agitators are en- 
couraging the Galatian Christians to observe the Jewish ‘spe- 
cial days, and months, and seasons, and years’ (4:10). They 
themselves are Jews who have become Christians; they have 
been urging the Galatian Gentile Christians to be circum- 
cised, i.e. to become full proselytes to Judaism as part of their 
commitment to the gospel of Christ (6:12-13). Paul believes 
that they have been selective in their approach, i.e. they have 
not insisted that the Galatians observe all the Mosaic com- 
mandments (4:3). 

3. It is possible to glean a little more about the claims of the 
agitators by ‘mirror-reading’ some passages in Galatians. But 
as Barclay (1987) has rightly emphasized, mirror-reading is a 
hazardous operation. Notall Paul’s statements are necessarily 
direct refutations of the claims of the agitators, though some 
scholars have assumed too readily that this is the case. Hence 
many questions have to be left open. For example, it is difficult 
to be confident about the relationship of the agitators to the 
‘false believers’ who caused havoc among the Jerusalem 
Christians (2:3-6) and to ‘the certain people from James’ 
(2:12). 

4. Since Paul and the agitators shared a number of convic- 
tions, it is inappropriate to refer to them as Paul’s ‘opponents’. 
They both seem to have used the term ‘gospel’ to refer to 
Christian proclamation (1:6-7). Like Paul, they believed that 
Jesus the Messiah was the fulfilment of the promises of 
Scripture. In all probability, in 4:21-31 Paul is responding to 
their interpretation of key passages in Genesis. 

5. By mirror-reading 5:13-6:10 some scholars have claimed 
that Paul is opposing a second group in the Galatian churches, 
antinomians or Gnostics who have distorted Paul’s proclam- 
ation of Christian freedom. However, in this section of his 
letter, Paul is far more concerned with general ethical prin- 
ciples than with false views. Paul is underlining two convic- 
tions: faith must be worked out in love (5:6); freedom is not an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but for love of one another 
which is a bond as close as slavery (5:13). 


C. The Recipients. 1. Where were the Galatian churches lo- 
cated? Scholarly opinion continues to be evenly divided be- 
tween advocates ofthe ‘north’ and the ‘south’ Galatia theories. 
The former defend the traditional view that the recipients of 
this letter were ethnic Galatians (Galatai, Celts, see 3.1) who 
lived in the north of the Roman province; the Galatian 
churches were near modern Ankara. The latter note that in 
Paul’s day the Roman province of Galatia stretched from 
Pontus on the Black Sea to Pamphylia on the Mediterranean 
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coast, and insist that Paul wrote to churches at Antioch, Lystra, 
and Derbe in the south. 

2. A decision is important for reconstruction of Paul’s mis- 
sionary journeys and career, but not for the interpretation of 
this letter. See Longenecker (1990: Ixiii—Ixviii), for a full dis- 
cussion. 


D. Date. Dates proposed range from 49 to 58 ce. If Paul wrote 
in 49 or 50, Galatians would be the earliest of his letters. If 
Paul wrote towards the end of the 50s, Galatians was written 
not long before Romans. Dating Galatians is closely related to 
a decision on two major questions: the location of the Galatian 
churches, and the relationship of Gal 2:1-10 to Acts. If, as 
seems likely, Paul’s account of his visit to Jerusalem in 2:1-10 
is his equivalent of Luke’s account of the Jerusalem council in 
Acts 15, then Galatians was written at some point after that 
event which is usually dated to between 49 and 51 cE. (See 
further GAL 2:1-10 and 1rc B1.4.) The extent of the develop- 
ment in Paul’s thinking between Galatians and Romans is 
only one of several issues that depend on the date one assigns 
to this letter. However, a decision cannot be made with any 
degree of confidence. 


E. Genre. Of rather more importance for the exegesis of this 
letter is its literary genre, a question that has been prominent 
in recent discussion. Betz’s theory that Galatians is an apolo- 
getic letter that presupposes the real or fictitious situation of 
the court of law has provoked lively debate. Betz (1979: 15) 
claims that the epistolary framework can be separated so 
easily ‘that it appears almost as a kind of external bracket for 
the body of the letter’. Paul is defending himself against the 
accusations of his accusers before the jury that is to decide the 
case, ie. the Galatians. Betz’s critics acknowledge that this 
forensic rhetorical pattern of persuasion can be discerned in 
parts of chs. 1 and 2, but hardly in the letter as a whole. Some 
claim that Galatians is an example of deliberative rhetoric, ie. 
that Paul is persuading the Galatians notto accept the claims 
of the agitators. While this is clearly the case in 16-9 and 
6:12-16, this reading does not do justice to many other parts 
of the letter. The debate has been assessed critically by Kern 
(1998) who calls in question the various attempts to interpret 
Galatians in the light of Graeco-Roman rhetorical handbooks. 
Paul uses several Graeco-Roman and Jewish patterns of per- 
suasion in what is, after all, an impassioned letter rather than a 
rhetorical discourse. 


F. Structure. The introduction (11-9) and the conclusion 
(6:11-18) are clearly marked. There are three main sections 
in the letter. From 1:10 to 2:21 Paul relates the parts of his own 
story that are relevant to his overall purposes. The central 
arguments of the letter start at 3:1, but it is not easy to decide 
whether they end at 4:11, 4:30, or 5:1. The ethical exhortations 
in the third main section end at 6:10. 


COMMENTARY 


Introduction (1:1-9) 


(I:1-5) Opening Greetings The literary form of the opening 
words is found in nearly all NT and early Christian letters: 
‘writer to addressees, greetings’: ‘Paul... to the churches of 
Galatia, grace to youand peace...’ As in his other letters, Paul 
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elaborates this opening formula, but only in Romans 1:1-6 is 
this done at greater length than in Galatians. 

Paul’s comments on his apostleship are striking. In numer- 
ous passages in his letters Paul refers to himself in positive 
terms as an apostle (‘one who has been sent’). In v. 1, however, 
Paul stresses that his apostleship is not based on a ‘human 
commission’, nor has he been sent ‘from human authorities’. 
Isthisa direct response to his opponents in Galatia right at the 
outset of the letter? Have they been undermining Paul’s 
authority by referring to its purely human origin, perhaps 
stressing that Paul had been sent as an apostle (merely) by 
the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1-3)? This may be the case, but 
as we noted above, Paul’s forceful statements are not all to be 
read as direct responses to the jibes of his opponents. Paul 
emphasizes that he has been sent to the Galatian churches as 
an apostle by Jesus Christ and God the Father. God has 
shown that he is the Father of Jesus Christ by raising him to 
life; in wv. 3-4 God is the Father of Christians (‘our Father’). 

Inthe opening phrases of several of his letters Paul refers to 
individual co-workers; see, for example 1 Cor 1:1, Sosthenes; 2 
Cor 1:1, Timothy. In v. 2 Paul refers to an unnamed group of 
co-workers. The phrase, ‘God’s family’, correctly alludes tothe 
presence of men and women in the group, for in a context 
such as this, the Greek word adelphoi, literally ‘brothers’, 
includes ‘sisters’. 

Paul states that he is writing to the churches of Galatia. As 
noted above, it is not easy to be certain about their precise 
geographical location. Paul’s other letters were written to in- 
dividual churches, though they may soon have circulated 
more widely. Like 1 Peter (cf. 1:1), Galatians was intended to 
be a circular letter to a group of churches probably scattered 
over a wide area. 

In v. 4 Paul makes three comments about the significance 
of the death of Christ. (1) In Paul’s day many Jews believed that 
the death of a righteous man as a martyr would expiate the 
sins of others (see especially 4 Macc). Here the death of Christ 
is linked to this conviction in what several scholars have 
claimed is a pre-Pauline formula. The strongest indication 
that this may have been the case is the use of ‘sins’, whereas 
Paul himself prefers the singular, ‘sin’. (2) In what may be 
Paul’s own filling out of an early credal statement, thedeath of 
Christ is seen as a release ‘from the present evil age’. Paul 
implies that there is a ‘coming age’ which he refers to in 6:15 
as ‘the new creation’. This contrast between two ‘ages’ is 
characteristic of apocalyptic thought. (3) Christ’s giving up 
of his life for our release is in accordance with the will of God. 
‘The death of the Son is therefore a sacrifice enacted both by 
him and by God; and as such it breaks the mold of the old 
sacrificial system. The cross, that is to say, is not a sacrifice 
human beings make to God; it is fundamentally God’s act, 
and as such the inversion of the sacrificial system.’ (Martyn 
1997: 91) 

Paul concludes his extended opening greetings with a 
traditional doxology (v. 5). He does not do this in his other 
letters. Perhaps he does so here in the knowledge that his 
circular letter will be read in the churches in Galatia in the 
context of worship. 


(1:6-9) Rebuke Immediately after the opening greetings in all 
Paul’s other letters a thanksgiving to God for the readers is 
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included. Thanksgiving is mentioned by Paul more often, line 
for line, than by any other Hellenistic author, pagan or Chris- 
tian (O’Brien 1977). In stark contrast to Paul’s other letters, 
however, there is not even a hint of a note of thanksgiving in 
Galatians. But there is one important point of similarity here 
with the other letters: here too the main theme of Galatians is 
introduced in the sentences that follow the opening greetings. 

Paul’s first word after the initial greetings, thaumazo, ‘Iam 
astonished’ must have sent a shudder through the Galatian 
congregations when they heard it read, for they would have 
expected a thanksgiving. v. 6 includes Paul’s only use of the 
verb metatithémi, ‘desert’; the closest parallels in Hellenistic 
writers refer to the desertion of one philosophical school for 
another. Here, however, the context is different: Paul is 
amazed that the Galatians are deserting ‘the one who called 
you’, clearly not Paul himself, but God whose call is ‘in grace’. 
Although NRSV reads ‘in the grace of Christ’, ‘of Christ’ is not 
found in some early MSS; it is more likely to have been a later 
scribal explanatory addition than an omission. The Galatians’ 
desertion has happened ‘quickly’, perhaps soon after the ar- 
rival of the agitators. The verbs in wv. 6-7 are in the present 
tense, confirming that the Galatians’ apostasy is still happen- 
ing as Paul writes. 

Paul claims that the Galatians are ‘turning to a different 
gospel’, but he immediately denies that there is another gos- 
pel. The term ‘gospel’ has deep roots both in the Graeco- 
Roman world and in Isaiah. It may have been associated by 
the Galatians with the ‘glad tidings’ brought by a military 
victory or the birth of an emperor. In several key passages in 
Isaiah 40:9, 52:7, 61:1) the verb ‘to proclaim good news’ is 
used. Jesus seems to have applied the same phraseology to his 
own proclamation of God’s coming kingly rule (e.g. Mt 11:5 11 
Lk 7:22; Lk 4:16—21). Soon after Easter the noun is used as a 
Christian technical term for ‘God’s good news about Jesus 
Christ’. For Paul, there can be only one gospel (though see GAL 
2:7); ifhis opponents use that term, they are perverting God’s 
good news. 

In v. 7 Paul speaks openly about the agitators for the first 
time. Instead of naming them, he refers to them with disdain 
as ‘some people’. ‘There are some who are confusing you’ is 
too weak, as is REB’s ‘therearesomewho unsettle your minds’. 
The same verb tarass6 is used in Gal 5:10 (cf. also Acts 15:24) 
with the sense ‘intimidate’: the Galatians are being frightened 
out of their wits by the troublemakers who, from Paul’s per- 
spective, want to pervert the gospel. In the opening phrase of 
v.8 (and again inv. 9) Paulusesthe plural ‘we’. Whilethiscould 
be an editorial ‘we’, and simply a reference to Paul himself, 
Paul is probably associating his co-workers with his proclam- 
ation (cf. Gal 1:2). Paul is speaking hypothetically: he is pre- 
pared to pronounce an anathema, God’s curse, on himself 
(and his circle) and even on an angel-messenger from heaven 
if any of them should dare to proclaim a different gospel. 

In v. 9 Paul throws caution to the winds and calls down an 
anathema on those who are now proclaiming a different gos- 
pel. The phrase, ‘so I now repeat’ may simply refer back tov. 8; 
more probably it is intended as a reminder that when he was 
last with the Galatians, Paul had solemnly warned them of the 
real risk that the gospel received by the Galatians might be 
undermined by others. The verb ‘receive’ is used here (and in 
1 Cor 15:3) in a technical sense to refer to the careful transmis- 
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sion of tradition. In 1:12 Paul seems to contradict himself 
when he insists that he received the gospel through a revela- 
tion of Christ and not as transmitted tradition. But the contra- 
diction is more apparent than real: the gospel does have 
central themes which can be passed on from one person to 
another (cf. 1 Cor 15:3-5), but ultimately it is God’s act of 
disclosure or revelation. 


Paul’s Story (1:10-2:21) 

(1:10-12) Proclamation of the Gospel Does v. to belong with 
wv. 8-9? The word ‘for’ (gar) in the Greek suggests this; Dunn 
(1993: 48) (among others) takes v. 10 in this way. However, gar 
is often so weak that it need not be translated—it is ignored in 
the NRSV. If so, then v. to may be read as the beginning of a 
lengthy section of the letter which runs as far as 2:21. 

The NRSV translation of v. to implies a strong contrast 
between the accusation against Paul that he uses rhetoric to 
curry favour with his audience, and Paul’s own claim that in 
his proclamation of the gospel he seeks only God’s approval. 
This interpretation seems to be confirmed by the strikingly 
similar line of argument in 1 Thess 2:4—6. However, some 
commentators translate the Greek verb peithé in its literal 
sense as ‘persuade’, and take both parts of the opening sen- 
tence ofv. ro in a negative sense: Paul is rejecting his oppon- 
ents’ suggestion that he seeks to persuade his audience by the 
force of his rhetoric, and also their claim that he is persuading 
God to accept Gentiles on easier terms. The final sentence of 
v. 10 underlines Paul’s rejection of crowd-pleasing rhetoric. 
Paul’s many references to enslavement in this letter are 
usually negative, but this first reference is positive: Paul in- 
sists that he is a slave of Christ. 

‘For I want youto know’ at the beginning ofv. 11 is a formula 
Paul uses elsewhere (e.g. 1 Cor 12:3; 15:1) to underline the 
importance of what follows. In spite of the strongly polemical 
tone of this letter, Paul refers here to the recipients as ‘brothers 
and sisters’, perhaps as a conciliatory gesture. Paul’s firm 
threefold denial in tc and 12 that his gospel has merely 
human origins is a filling out of 1, and probably a direct 
response to the jibes of his opponents. Paul’s positive state- 
ment about the origin ofhis gospel at the end ofv. 12 is one of 
the most important in the whole letter: it is expanded and 
expounded in the autobiographical sketch that follows. Paul 
insists that he received the gospel ‘through a revelation (a po- 
kalypsts) of Jesus Christ’. This translation preserves the ambi- 
guity of the Greek which can be construed either as ‘Jesus 
Christ’s disclosure of the gospel’ or as ‘God’s disclosure of 
Jesus Christ as the content of the gospel’. The latter is prefer- 
able, especially in view of the filling out of v. 12 in w. 15-16. 
Thekey noun in v. 12, apokalypsis is usually understood in the 
light of apocalyptic writings where it often refers to the un- 
veiling of something or someone previously hidden, i.e. the 
‘revelation’ or ‘disclosure’ of Jesus Christ. While not denying 
the validity of this traditional interpretation, Martyn (1997: 
144) has argued forcefully that God’s unveiling of Christ is 
‘basically qualified by the assertion that apocalypse is the 
invasive act that was carried out by God when he sent Christ 
and Christ’s Spirit into the world and into human hearts’ 
(3:23; 4:4, 6). 

(1:13-17) Paul’s Story, Part 1 When had the Galatians heard 
about Paul’s pre-Christian way of life (v. 13)? We can only 
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guess. Perhaps Paul had spoken about it on his initial visit to 
the Galatian churches. Or perhaps Paul knew that some 
information about his former life had circulated far and 
wide—well beyond the reports that had reached the churches 
of Judea to which he refers in 1:22-3. Or perhaps Paul had 
guessed or was aware that his opponents had used an account 
of his former way of life to undermine his authority and 
proclamation. 

Paul’s two references in w. 13 and 14 to his way of life in 
Judaism are the onlytwo references to Judaism in the NT: Not 
until the writings of Ignatius half a century later do we find 
Judaism’ and ‘Christianity’ contrasted as two ‘religions’. In 
earlier Jewish writings (2 and 4 Macc) ‘Judaism’ is used to 
contrast the distinctive Jewish way of life with Hellenism. In 
v. 14 Paul underlines twice over the ‘out of the ordinary’ zeal 
with which he observed the ‘traditions of his ancestors’, i.e. 
traditional Pharisaic interpretation of the law. Perhaps Paul is 
glancing sideways at the insistence of his opponents in Gal- 
atia on law observance: Paul concedes that formerly he himself 
had made the same claims concerning the law. 

Paul’s zeal had led him ‘to persecute the church of God 
violently and to try to destroy it’ (my tr.) The verbs are strong 
and in the imperfect tense: Paul’s hounding of the church was 
not a one-off outburst, but a sustained attack which included 
violence. Why had followers of Christ roused Paul’s ire? Some 
scholars have claimed that it was lax observance of the law by 
Christians that provoked Paul, but Paul himself does not say 
this. Were there Christians in the period between the Resur- 
rection and Paul’s call who did not keep the law fully? From 
his letters it is difficult to discern at what point Paul changed 
his mind about law observance; this does not seem to have 
happened immediately after his call on the road to Damascus. 
Luke does provide some relevant evidence in Acts, but it 
is difficult to interpret: in Luke’s perspective the claim that 
Stephen and the Hellenists attacked the law before Paul’s call 
was mischievous (see Acts 6:11, 13-14). So it is not as easy as 
some have supposed to argue that before his call Paul was 
in contact with Christians who did not observe the law. 

It is more likely that early Christological claims, especially 
concerning the Messiahship of Jesus, were the trigger for the 
violence Paul used against ‘the church of God’. Christians 
were claiming that a man crucified recently as a criminal 
was God’s Messiah, but Paul knew all too well that such a 
person stood under the curse of the law (Gal 3:13). Hence Paul 
discerned that proclamation of a crucified Messiah was im- 
plicitly a threat to the law, though even after his call as apostle 
to the Gentiles it seems to have taken him some time to work 
out the radical implications of this conclusion. 

Paul does not tell his readers the location of the churches he 
persecuted. The phrase, ‘the church (assembly) of God’ is 
striking. This very early Christian self-designation echoes 
the OT references to Israel as ‘the assembly of Yahweh’. 
Although both synagégé and ekklésia are used in the LXX to 
translate the Hebrew phrase, there is no evidence that ekklésia 
was ever applied to the Jewish community in a given place 
(Meeks 1983: 80). So the early Christian use of the term 
ekklésia was one way Christians differentiated themselves 
from local Jewish communities. In retaining the phrase ‘of 
God’, Paul concedes that his persecution of the church was an 
attack on God. 
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In w. 15-17 a single, long, rather complicated Greek sen- 
tence is retained as one sentence in the NRSV; it fills out the 
argument of 1:11-12 considerably. Paul’s two main points are 
clear, even though, as we shall see below, some of the details 
leave questions unanswered. He emphasizes that his dra- 
matic call to proclaim God’s Son among the Gentiles was on 
God’s initiative as a revelation or disclosure of his Son (see a4 
above); he did not make contact with any other Christians in 
order to seek their advice or instructions, but went off on his 
own to Arabia. 

Although it has often been customary to refer to Paul’s 
conversion experience, and thereby to imply a conversion 
from Judaism to Christianity, Paul’s carefully chosen phrases 
here indicate that he himself saw matters very differently. He 
did not decide to convert from one religion to another; in 
God’s own time (‘when it pleased God’), God called Paul to 
be an apostle to the Gentiles. Paul deliberately echoes phrases 
from Jer 1:4-5 and Isa 49:1, 6 to refer to his call, thereby 
aligning himself with the Hebrew prophets. 

Paul acknowledges that there were apostles in Jerusalem 
before his call, but stresses that he felt no need to defer to their 
authority. Instead, immediately after his call he went off to 
‘Arabia’, the kingdom of Nabataea south of Damascus. Betz 
(1979: 73) notes (with references) that recent excavations have 
brought to light a prosperous civilization with strong Hellen- 
istic influences that was at its peak by the time of Paul’s visit. 
Paul may have stayed in this area for up to two years, perhaps 
preaching in cities such as Petra to Gentiles already sympa- 
thetic to Judaism (so-called ‘God-fearers’) (so Hengel and 
Schwemer 1997: 127). This is a plausible historical recon- 
struction, but Paul tells us much less about his visit to Arabia 
than we would like to know. 

Atthe end of. 17 Paul reveals that he returned to Damascus 
following his stay in Arabia, thus implying that it was in or 
near Damascus that he experienced God’s call. Although read- 
ers of Acts are told three times and with vivid details (9:3; 22:6; 
26:12) that Paul experienced God’s call near Damascus, Paul 
himself tells us much less in vv. 15-17, for his concerns in 
this letter are different. He focuses on his call to be an 
apostle to the Gentiles as God’s initiative, and on his avoid- 
ance of those who might have been ‘human sources’ (cf. 1:12) 
for his gospel. 


(1:18-24) Paul’s Story, Part II: Visit to Jerusalem When did 
Paul go up to Jerusalem—three years after his return to 
Damascus, or three years after his initial call? Most scholars 
prefer the latter, though the former is not impossible. The 
NRSV translates the key verb historésai which refers to the 
purpose of Paul’s visit to Jerusalem as ‘visit’, while the GNB 
translates ‘obtain information from’. From the context ‘visit’ is 
preferable; if Paul had conceded that he obtained information 
from Cephas (the Aramaic form of Peter) he would have 
offered a hostage to fortune. No doubt during the period 
Paul spent as Cephas’s house guest in Jerusalem he did gain 
some information about the life and teaching of Jesus, but 
from Paul’s perspective that did not mean that he was depend- 
ent on Cephas for his understanding of the gospel. Some 
scholars have suggested that during this visit to Jerusalem 
Paul reached the agreement with Peter that is referred to in 
2:7, but that is unlikely. 
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Paul is adamant about his independence from the leaders 
of the Jerusalem church. Inv. 20 he confirms the accuracy of 
his autobiographical sketch with an oath. None the less it is 
important to bear in mind that Paul’s purpose is not primarily 
to set out his story with chronological precision. His sketch is 
selective, for it is designed to rebut the claims of his oppon- 
ents. Hence his repeated insistence (cf. wv. 17, 19) that with 
the exception of Cephas, he did not meet any of the other 
Jerusalem apostles. In 19b Paul adds a further exception, 
James the Lord’s brother who is almost certainly referred to 
here as an apostle. However, the Greek may mean that Paul 
did not see any apostle (apart from Cephas)—though he did 
see James. 

In order to underline his independence of the Jerusalem 
authorities Paul mentions in v. 21 that after his short visit to 
Cephas he then went well to the north and north-west of 
Jerusalem, to places in Syria (presumably including Antioch) 
and in neighbouring Cilicia. Defenders of the south Galatia 
theory believe that Paul’s first visit to Galatia took place during 
this journey. Martyn, a defender of the north Galatia theory, 
believes that v. 21 tells strongly against the south Galatian 
theory; he notes that if Paul had visited the cities of (south) 
Galatia at this point, it would have suited his argument to have 
said so (1997: 184). 

In w. 22-3 Paul goes still further: at this time he certainly 
was not in contact with the Jerusalem authorities, for he was 
not known personally by the churches in Judea, including 
Jerusalem. In that area stories had circulated about his volte- 
face from persecutor to proclaimer, but he himself was not 
there, but far to the north. In v. 23 Paul quotes the report about 
him which had reached the Judean churches and had been 
received with thanksgiving to God (v. 24). No doubt only a 
summary is included, but some of the phrases seem to come 
directly from the report rather than from Paul himself. For 
example, Paul does not refer to the content of the Christian 
message as ‘the faith’, and he prefers the noun ‘gospel/good 
news’ to the verb ‘proclaim good news’. 


(2:1-10) Paul’s Story, Part III: Conference in Jerusalem The 
meeting between Paul and Barnabas and Christians in Jeru- 
salem was one of the most momentous events in the develop- 
mentof earliest Christianity. Was itintended to defuse a major 
crisis and to reconcile deep-seated differences? What were the 
main issues at stake? Although some details are unclear, the 
main points can be set out confidently. 

The relationship of Paul’s account in these verses of a 
conference in Jerusalem to Acts 11:29-30 and 15:1-29 has 
baffled scholars for many decades. A minority insists that 
the ‘apostolic council’ recorded in Acts 15 took place after 
Galatians was written. This would account for Paul’s failure 
to refer in ch. 2 to the ‘apostolic decree’ (Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25) 
which, according to Luke, encapsulated the decisions reached 
at the ‘apostolic council’. On this view the events recorded 
here are to be equated with Acts 11:29-30. However, most 
scholars accept that in spite of some glaring differences, there 
are enough similarities between the two passages to conclude 
that they record the same event from different perspectives. 
Even if Acts 15 draws on earlier sources, Luke wrote some 
three decades after Paul wrote Galatians—and, unlike Paul, 
Luke makes no claim to have been present himself: So 
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Acts 15 should be used with great care by the interpreter of 
Gal 2:1-10. 

‘After 14 years’ probably refers to Paul’s call (1:15—-16) rather 
than his visit to Cephas (1:18-19). Paul is accompanied by 
Barnabas who is portrayed in 2:13 as a leader in the church 
at Antioch, as he is in Acts 14:26—8. So Paul and Barnabas 
probably travelled to Jerusalem as leaders of the church in 
Antioch, even though, for whatever reason, Paul does not state 
this explicitly. Paul emphasizes that the journey was under- 
taken at God’s behest, ‘in response to a revelation’ (v. 2), i.e. not 
as the result of the anxieties or the decision of the church in 
Antioch. 

With whom in Jerusalem did Paul discuss his convictions 
concerning the gospel he was proclaiming to Gentiles (v. 2)? 
The NRSVand the REB refer to one ‘private’ meeting with the 
leaders of the Jerusalem church who play a prominent part in 
wv. 6-10. Some commentators (including Betz 1979 and Mar- 
tyn 1997) conclude (probably correctly) that two meetings are 
referred to in the Greek ofv. 2, one with the whole church in 
Jerusalem, followed by one with the leaders. 

Paul is anxious lest his fundamental conviction that Gen- 
tiles should be accepted without the requirement of circumci- 
sion be called in question or even rejected outright (2b). In v. 3 
it becomes clear that Paul and Barnabas had taken Titus with 
them to Jerusalem (v. 1) as a test case. At first there is no 
dissension: the Gentile Titus was not compelled to be circum- 
cised (v. 3). At this point the link between Paul’s story in chs. 1 
and 2 and the crisis in Galatia would have become crystal clear 
to those who heard this letter read aloud in churches in Galatia 
many hundreds of miles from Jerusalem. In chs. 1 and 2 Paul 
is narrating selected past events in his life not because he 
believed that his autobiography was interesting, but because 
he was convinced that his story was directly relevant to the 
disputes in Galatia. The phrase ‘compelled to be circumcised’ 
whichis used in v. 3 with reference to Titus, recurs in Gal 6:12 
with reference to the Galatian Christians. In v. 5 Paul insists 
that the stand he took on principle in Jerusalem was ‘so that 
the truth of the gospel might always remain with you [Gala- 
tian Christians]. 

Paul’s fury at the ‘false believers’ who had sneaked in like 
spies to ‘enslave us’ is not disguised; it is reflected in emotive 
language in w.. 4-5 and in the tangled grammar, which the 
NRSV partly unravels. Where did this attempt to thwart ‘the 
freedom we have in Christ Jesus’ take place? Some scholars 
posit an earlier occasion in Antioch, partly on the basis of 
Acts 15:1, while others believe that the disruption took place in 
Jerusalem itself. Who are the ‘false believers’ who posed such 
athreat? Paul concedes thatthey are ‘believers’ (‘brothers’ in the 
Greek), but is adamant that he did not yield to their demand 
that Gentile Christians should be circumcised. Like the agita- 
tors in Galatia, they are perverting the gospel of Christ (1:6-7). 
The ‘false believers’ are probably not identical with ‘the certain 
people from James’ referred to in 2:12. 

In v. 6 Paul insists that the Jerusalem leaders made no 
demands on Paul: ‘they imparted nothing further to me’ 
(REB). Here, as elsewhere in this passage, Paul is ambivalent 
about the Jerusalem leadership. He recognizes that they are 
the ‘acknowledged leaders’ (2:2, 6, 9) of the Jerusalem church, 
though he himself is unimpressed by their status, for they 
have no special standing in God’s eyes. 
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In w. 7-9 Paul spells out the agreement that was reached, 
one which in Paul’s eyes was a victory, not a compromise. The 
Jerusalem leaders recognized that Paul had been entrusted by 
God with the gospel ‘for the uncircumcised’, just as Peter had 
been entrusted with the gospel ‘for the circumcised’. Most 
scholars now accept that Paulis referring here to a division of 
labour along ethnic (Jew / Gentile) rather than geographical 
(Israel / diaspora) lines. Paul is not referring to ‘two gospels’, 
one for each ethnic group; the very idea would have appalled 
him, as 1:7 confirms. The recognition that God was at work in 
making Peter ‘an apostle to the circumcised’ is in stark con- 
trast to the reference to Peter in the account of the ‘incident at 
Antioch’ which follows in 2:10-14. 

At last Paul names the leaders of the Jerusalem church: 
James, Cephas, and John (v. 9). They are referred to as ‘pillars’, 
as in supports for a building. Agreement is sealed by giving 
‘the right hand of fellowship’, an act that had the same mean- 
ing in antiquity as it does today. ‘By implication, the agree- 
ment sets up two cooperative but independent missionary 
efforts’ (Betz 1979: 100). The only request made by the Jeru- 
salem leaders to Paul and Barnabas was that they should 
remember ‘the poor’, i.e. they (probably the Antioch church) 
should support the Jerusalem church financially. Paul had no 
hesitation in accepting this request. Weknow from 1 Cor 16:1- 
3 that the Galatian churches did make weekly collections for 
the Jerusalem church (cf. also Rom 15:25-6). 

What is left unsaid in wv. 1-10 must not be forgotten. The 
‘false believers’ fade completely from the scene at v. 5. There is 
not even a hint that they accepted the agreement. And if, as 
most scholars think, Acts 15 records a different version of the 
discussions in Jerusalem, Paul’s failure to mention the ‘apos- 
tolic decree’ is significant: either Luke has anachronistically 
added the decree to his account of the apostolic council, or it 
was such an embarrassment to Paul that he could not bring 
himself to mention it here. 


(2:11-14) Paul’s Story, Part IV: Incident at Antioch The clash 
between Peter and Paul recorded in these verses is in sharp 
contrast to the amicable agreement reached at Jerusalem. In 
the earlier parts of Paul’s story an indication of the chronology 
is given, but there is none here. This is one of the reasons why 
some scholars reverse the order of the two events narrated in 
ch. 2: the crisis that arose in Antioch (vv. 11-14) was resolved 
by the agreement reached in Jerusalem (vv. 1-10). This recon- 
struction avoids the difficulty that in ch. 2 Paul does not 
indicate the outcome of his dispute with Peter at Antioch. 
But in such a carefully argued letter Paul is unlikely to have 
reversed the chronology, and in 2:1-10 there is no reference to 
food laws, the central issue at stake in Paul’s clash with Peter. 

Paul’s failure to record the outcome of his face-to-face dis- 
pute with Peter is related to his primary concern to show that 
this incident has a direct bearing on the tensions in the 
Galatian churches. Even though the text gives no explicit 
indication of a change of scene from Antioch to Galatia at 
v. 14, most modern translations assume rather too readily that 
there is a major break at this point. However, the NRSV’s 
footnote is helpful, and points the reader in the right direc- 
tion: ‘Some interpreters hold that the quotation extends into 
the following paragraph.’ If so, then in 2:15—21 Paul is still 
addressing Peter in Antioch—but for the benefit of the 
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troublemakers in Galatia. It is preferable to read the record 
of the incident at Antioch as undergoing a subtle metamor- 
phosis in wv. 15-21 as Paul switches the focus of his attention 
from Antioch to Galatia. 

In v. rt Paul does not tell the reader why Peter came to 
Antioch (presumably from Jerusalem), nor does he give the 
reason for the dramatic confrontation. Only after the bald 
summary is given do the details emerge in wv. 12 and 13. Peter 
had been fully accustomed to eating with Gentiles in the 
church at Antioch; he was thoroughly at home in the mixed 
congregation there of Jews and Gentiles. But when ‘certain 
people came from James’, Peter backtracked. Presumably the 
visitors came at the behest of James to express the concerns of 
the Jerusalem church. Ifthey were the false believers of 2:4-5, 
surely Paul would have said so. They were not urging aban- 
donment of the Jerusalem accord over separate missions to 
Jews and to Gentiles, but raising concerns over Peter’s regular 
practice of eating with Gentiles, a matter apparently not dis- 
cussed in Jerusalem. Paul does nottell us whether the meals 
in question were regular meals, or the Lord’s supper, or both. 
At this time Jews and Gentiles regularly had contact with one 
another, but there were differing attitudes to table fellowship. 
Peter and other Jewish believers seem to have been welcom- 
ing Gentiles to their tables, probably on Jewish terms. They 
are likely to have been ‘accepting invitations to Gentile tables 
without asking too many questions (cf. 1 Cor 10:27), though 
presumably on the assumption that the Gentile believers 
would have been mindful of the basic food rules’ (Dunn 
1993: 121). 

The verbs in v. 12b imply that Peter began to draw back and 
refrain from table fellowship over a period of time. Who was 
applying the pressure, and why was Peter afraid? The NRSV 
refers to ‘fear of the circumcision faction’; this phrase is 
usually understood to refer to Jewish Christians who came 
from James and who were uneasy about what were perceived 
to be Antioch’s lax attitudes to table fellowship with Gentiles. 
The REB interprets the Greek quite differently: Peter ‘was 
afraid of the Jews’. The Jews may have been non-Christians. 
Longenecker (1990) and others accept R. Jewett’s theory that 
at the time of the Antioch incident a rising tide of Jewish 
nationalism had provoked Jewish antagonism towards Jews 
who were thought to be adopting lax attitudes towards asso- 
ciation with Gentiles. Under this political pressure, the Jeru- 
salem Christians were ‘trying to take measures to keep 
Gentile Christians from needlessly offending Jewish sensibil- 
ities’. Hence the concerns of the Jersualem church were trig- 
gered by political rather than theological concerns. 

These verses can be plausibly interpreted in several ways. 
Perhaps we have to accept that we do not know precisely why 
Peter acted in a way that led Paul to charge him with hypocrisy 
twice over in v. 13. What is clear is that Peter did not act 
impulsively and without support from other Jewish Chris- 
tians. Even Barnabas, Paul’s closest colleague (2:2, 9) ‘was 
led astray’. It was Paul who was isolated, hence the emotive 
language (and perhaps even the lack of clarity) in wv. 11-14. 
Paul’s own position becomes clear in v. 14. He believes that 
Peter (and Barnabas and all the other Jewish Christians) were 
‘not acting consistently with the truth of the gospel’ when they 
compelled Gentiles to live like Jews, ie. to share table fellow- 
ship with Gentiles only when meals had been prepared in 
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accordance with Jewish dietary laws. (‘Living like Jews’ did not 
necessarily include circumcision; there is no indication that 
Peter was insisting that Gentile believers should be circum- 
cised.) For Paul, a fundamental principle was at stake: Gen- 
tiles were being compelled to live like Jews in order to be 
accepted as members of the Antioch church. Hence Paul 
rounded on Peter in front of all those lined up against him. 
It is often pointed outthat Paul’s attack on Peteris at odds with 
his own exhortation in 6:1 to use a ‘spirit of gentleness’ when a 
fellow Christian is ‘detected in transgression’. 

Paul says nothing about Peter’s response, and nothing 
about the outcome of the confrontation. Martyn (1997: 240), 
concludes that ‘the Antioch incident ended in political defeat 
for Paul’. That is a possible, but not a necessary reading of the 
text. Perhaps Paul was more concerned to press home the 
theological issues at stake, as he does in the following verses, 
than to record the outcome of a painful episode. 


(2:15-21) Works of the Law or Faith? Paul expounds vigor- 
ously the theological issues at stake in his dispute with Peter. 
He probably intends these verses (or at least vv. 15-18) to be 
part of his reply to Peter. Paul is unlikely to be recalling some 
seven years laterthevery words he used; no doubt these verses 
incorporate some of Paul’s later reflections on the issues at 
stake. We do not know whether Paul formulated his convic- 
tions about {justification by faith’ in the light of his dispute 
with Peter, or whether he had developed them at an earlier 
point. 

vv. 15 and 16 contain a set of programmatic statements that 
are expounded and underlined in the sections of Galatians 
that follow. In v. 15 Paul reminds Peter that both of them are 
Jews by birth, and hence view Gentiles as outside the law and 
therefore as sinners. Here Paul is echoing traditional views; 
perhaps he is even echoing the language used by the ‘certain 
people from James’ (v. 12). In the next verse Paul explains that 
v. 15 is by no means the end of the matter! In the lengthy v. 16 
the phrase ‘works of the law’ is used three times and con- 
trasted sharply with ‘faith’. What does the former phrase refer 
to? Paul is refuting the claim made by the agitators in Galatia 
(and implicitly by Peter when he ‘compel[led] the Gentiles to 
live like Jews’, v. 14) that one’s standing before God is depend- 
ent on carrying out the requirements of the Mosaic law. 
‘Works of the law’ is taken by some scholars to refer to the 
Jewish ‘identity markers’ of sabbath, circumcision, and diet- 
ary laws, rather than to the Mosaic law per se, but the negative 
comments on the law that follow in ch. 3 make this unlikely. 

Paul insists that a person is ‘reckoned as righteous’ by 
God (NRSV n.) on the basis of ‘faith in Christ’. The meaning 
of the latter phrase is keenly discussed. It has traditionally 
been taken by translators and commentators to refer to the 
believer’s faith in Christ, but a growing number of scholars 
insist that Paul is referring to Christ’s own faithfulness to 
God, as in the NRSV footnote. The future tense ‘will be 
justified’ at the end of v. 16 is important; Paul is referring to 
the believer’s ultimate standing before God. 

Once again Paul includes Peter with his use of ‘we’ / ‘our’ in 
v.17. Paul seems to be referring to the stand he and Peter took 
before Peter backtracked: they had sought to base their stand- 
ing before God solely on the basis of faith—and in so doing 
they had been dubbed ‘sinners’ by some. Paul vigorously 
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refutes this criticism, and especially the inference that Christ 
has become a servant of sin. In v. 18 Paul refers directly to the 
incident at Antioch: he would show himself to be a transgres- 
sor if he were to backtrack (as Peter did) and ‘rebuild the walls 
of the Law that I have torn down’ (Martyn 1997: 256). 

In wv. 19 and 20 Paul’s statements about the Christian life 
are positive: both the incident at Antioch and the crisis in 
Galatia slip into the background. Although Paul repeatedly 
refers to himself in the first person singular, he is speaking on 
behalf of all Christian believers. ‘Dying to the law’ (v. 19) 
means being separated radically from it. For Paul ‘dying to 
the law’ takes place through identification with Christ’s own 
crucifixion and death (v. 19c). When this happens the believer’s 
life is no longer self-centred, but Christ-centred (v. 20). 

The phrase ‘Christ who lives in me’ is rarer in Paul than 
reference to the Spirit who indwells the believer. Both phrases 
are less common than Paul’s references to Christian experi- 
ence as ‘in Christ’ (e.g. 5:6), ‘in him’, ‘in the Lord’, or ‘in the 
Spirit’ (e.g. 5:25). In v. 20b the NRSV’s ‘in the flesh’ is mis- 
leading, especially in view of Paul’s strongly negative use of 
‘the flesh’ in 3:3 and 5:13, 16-22. Here ‘flesh’ is neutral; it refers 
to the believer’s ‘present mortal life’ (REB). 

Paul does not often refer to Christ as ‘Son’ or ‘Son of God’. 
When he does so, it is usually in a particularly rich theological 
context, as in Gal 1:16, 2: 20c, and 4:4-6. Both the latter 
passages refer to the Son’s self-giving ‘for us’, ‘for our redemp- 
tion’, anote first sounded in Galatians in the opening greeting 
at 1:4. Once again there is a division of opinion over ‘faith’. 
Does Paul refer to the believer’s faith in the Son of God, or to 
the Son’s own faith (NRSV f.) or faithfulness? 

v. 21 is asummary of the whole of wy. 15—21; in particular it 
underlines some of the key points of v. 16. Paul is probably 
responding directly to the claims of the agitators; the incident 
at Antioch has now faded from view. The agitators have 
claimed (or perhaps Paul thinks they have claimed) that 
Paul has wrenched asunder God’s grace and the law. For 
Paul a person is reckoned as righteous in God’s sight not 
through the law (synonymous in v. 20 with the ‘works of the 
law’, v. 16) but through faith in Christ (v. 16) whose death was 
not in vain (v. 21c) but was an act of self-giving love for us 
(Vv. 20¢). 


Pawl’s Central Arguments (3:1-5:1) 


(3:1-5) How Did You Receive the Spirit? Paul continues the 
argument of the preceding verses and asks pointedly whether 
the Galatians received the Spirit by ‘works of the law’ or by 
‘believing what you heard’ (v. 2). Attention is now focused 
directly on the Galatians who are roundly rebuked for the 
second time (cf. 1:6-19). Peter and the incident at Antioch 
are left far behind as Paul grapples vigorously with the issues 
at stake in the crisis in the Galatian churches. At nearly all the 
key points in ch. 3 Paul’s argument is grounded on Scripture, 
but in this opening section Paul’s appeal is to the Galatians’ 
initial reception and continuing experience of the Spirit. The 
Galatian Christians are upbraided twice for their foolishness 
(vv. I, 3); itis not their lack of intelligence that riles Paul, but 
their lack of discernment. Paul draws on contemporary pat- 
terns of polemical argument in suggesting that the Galatians 
have been ‘bewitched’ by the agitators. To use a modern-day 
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equivalent, they have had the wool pulled over their eyes. In 
fact Paul reminds the Galatians that he used visual imagery in 
his initial preaching: Jesus Christ was ‘publicly exhibited as 
crucified’. As in 1 Cor 1:23; 2:2, Paul contrasts his preaching of 
thecrucified Christ with the rhetorical sophistry of his oppon- 
ents. 

v.3 is particularly important for Paul’s argument. The Gal- 
atians have received the Spirit as the basis of their Christian 
experience, and they ought to continue in the Spirit (cf. 5:25). 
Instead, they are ‘now ending with the flesh’. Paul believes 
that some of the Galatians have succumbed (and others may 
follow) to the agitators’ demands that circumcision is the 
mark of Christian identity. Paul returns to this topic more 
fully at 5:2—12; 6:12-13. Paul underlines and extends his cen- 
tral point in this section by asking a rhetorical question in v. 5 
to which he expects a resounding ‘no’ as an answer. The tense 
of the verbs is important: God continues to sustain the Gal- 
atians with the Spirit; God continues to ‘work miracles’ 
among them. We do not know what form the miracles took, 
but Paul’s main point is clear: God’s Spirit continues to be 
experienced powerfully in the Galatian churches. For Paul, 
one’s standing before God (past, present, and future) is not on 
the basis of carrying out the requirements of the law. 


(3:6-14) Abraham Believed God In v. 6 Abraham is intro- 
duced for the first time; he remains on stage until 5:1, though 
in some sections he lurks in the background. Given the prom- 
inence of Abraham in numerous early Jewish writings, it is 
not surprising that Paul also should appeal to parts of the story 
of Abraham. Paul takes his listeners immediately to Gen 15:6 
in order to argue that ‘those who believe’ (including Gentiles) 
(vv. 7-8) are descendants of Abraham. 

Paul is probably refuting the agitators’ version of traditions 
about Abraham. They are likely to have appealed to the refer- 
ence to Abraham’s meritorious deeds in Gen 14 and to Abra- 
ham’s acceptance of circumcision in Gen 17:4-14 as the basis 
of his acceptance by God. Paul, however, focuses solely on Gen 
15:6 with its reference to Abraham’s faith in God as the basis of 
his standing before God. He develops his argument from 
Scripture in v. 8, claiming that through Scripture (in phrases 
from Gen 12:3 and 18:18) God ‘declared the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham’. God’s justification of the Gentiles by faith and 
his bestowal of his grace, peace, and favour upon them (i.e. his 
blessing of them, wv. 8 and 9) is nothing new: it is anchored in 
Scripture, and it was always part of God’s purposes. 

It is difficult to be certain about Paul’s line of argument in 
wy. 10-12. He claims that reliance on observance of the law 
brings a curse, not a blessing, and quotes Deut 27:26 in 
support. Why does the law bring a curse? Paul seems to be 
implying that it is impossible to carry out the requirements of 
the law: since those who try to do so fail to keep the law 
completely, they are accursed. There is a solemn warning to 
the Galatians here: beware of the law’s siren voice, for it brings 
acurse, nota blessing. Ifthis is Paul’s main point inv. to, then 
wy. 11 and 12 make a rather different point: they are concerned 
once again with the contrast between faith and keeping the 
law as the basis of one’s standing before God. In v. 11, Hab 2:4 
underpins Paul’s argument concerning faith; in v. 12, Lev 18:5 
is cited to confirm that the law hastodo with carrying out the 
requirements of the law and living by them. Living by faith 
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(v. 11) leaves no room for living by the requirements of the law 
(v. 12). Paul’s comments on the law in wv. 10-12 are negative 
and harsh. The other side of the coin is expressed positively in 
w. 13-14: ‘Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law... so 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.’ 
This section ends where it began (wv. 2-5) with a reference to 
the importance of God’s bestowal of the Spirit. But what does 
‘Christ became a curse for us’ mean (v. 13)? ‘The thought is of 
Jesus acting in a representative capacity... the law printing its 
curse on Jesus, as it were, so that in his death the force of the 
curse was exhausted, and those held under its power were 
liberated’ (Dunn 1993: 177, who rightly refers to 2 Cor 5:21 as 
an important parallel). 


(3:15-29) Abraham’s Offspring Paul seems to sense that the 
argument of the previous verses has been complex. So he 
pauses, and in contrast to 3:1, addresses the Galatians in 
endearing terms in order to secure their attention. He then 
provides an illustration from everyday life: one cannot annul 
or add toa ratified will (by means of a codicil). Paul uses a form 
of argument found in other Jewish writers of the time: in 
order to make a particular point he rejects the accepted mean- 
ing of Gen 17:8 as a reference to the promises given to Abra- 
ham and the generations of his descendants. He takes 
‘offspring’ (‘seed’ in the Greek) in its literal sense in the 
singular to refer to one person, Christ. So God’s promises 
were given only to Abraham and to Christ; in w. 26-9 Paul 
will insist that those who belong to Christ are Abraham’s 
offspring, not Abraham’s physical, i.e. ethnic, descendants. 

Inv. 17 Paul returns to his illustration of v. 15, but he now 
uses the term diathéké, which can mean either ‘will’ or ‘coven- 
ant’ to refer to God’s covenant with Abraham. The law came 
into existence 430 years after God’s covenant-promise to 
Abraham. There is no hint here that the law was God-given; 
indeed Paul’s point is that as the law came later than the 
covenant ratified by God, it could neither nullify nor modify 
the promise to Abraham. The latter point is only implicit: in 
v. 15 Paul has explained that one cannot add a codicil to a will. 
The agitators in Galatia may well have argued along totally 
different lines: Gen 17 confirms that Abraham observed the 
law even before it was given by God to Moses at Sinai. Paul 
presses home his argument in v. 18. ‘The law’ and ‘the prom- 
ise’ are set in antithetical opposition: ‘the inheritance’ given to 
Abraham comes via the latter, not the former. What is ‘the 
inheritance’ granted by God? It ‘is the church-creating Spirit 
of Christ’ (Martyn 1997: 343). 

The obvious question now has to be faced (v. 19). If the law 
came into existence much later than the promise to Abraham, 
and is therefore secondary, why was it given at all? Answer: it 
was added as a supplement to the promises (this is the force of 
the verb used) ‘because of transgressions’, a phrase which has 
evoked much comment. Was the law added to bring about a 
knowledge of transgressions, or even to provide some sort of 
remedy for them? While the Greek can be construed in this 
way, in view of the negative comments on the law that follow, 
this interpretation is unlikely. Paul probably states that the law 
was given ‘to cause or increase transgressions’. The next 
phrase ‘until the offspring would come’ confirms that the 
law’s role is limited to the period between Moses and Christ. 
In nearly all strands of Jewish thought, and presumably in the 
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view of the agitators, the law had been given by God perman- 
ently. 

The law’s secondary role is underlined by the claim that it 
was ‘promulgated through angels’ (v. 194). The NRSV’s ‘or- 
dained through angels’ implies a more positive sense than 
the context allows. The first listeners were bound to notice the 
absence of explicit reference to the involvement of God in 
the giving of the law by God. The silence is telling, especially 
in view of the way God’s involvement in the giving of the 
promise to Abraham is underlined in the Greek by the placing 
of ‘God’ at the end ofv. 18. Paul concedes that a mediator was 
involved in the promulgation of the law (v. 19d). The state- 
ment that follows (v. 20) is one of the most puzzling in Paul’s 
letters, but its gist is clear. A mediator, Moses, was involved. 
Butsince God is one and needs no mediator between himself 
and his people, God was not involved at Mt Sinai! This is 
indeed a radical rejection of Jewish views about the giving of 
the law, but it is in line with the preceding and the following 
comments about the role of the law. 

An obvious objection is faced squarely in the verses which 
follow (cf. 3:19). In the light of the negative comments about 
the law that have been made in the preceding verses, some 
listeners might have concluded that the law and the promise 
were fundamentally opposed to one another (v. 214). Paul 
adamantly resists this conclusion, and then proceeds to spell 
outwhat continuing function the law has (vv. 22-5). First ofall 
the hypothetical possibility that the law might have brought 
life is considered. In that case, Paul readily admits, God’s 
‘rightwising’ activity (‘righteousness’) on our behalf would 
be on the basis of the law. But since the law did not bring 
life, righteousness does not come as the result of keeping the 
law. Once again the careful listener will recall 2:16, where this 
theme rings out for the first time. w. 22 and 23 are partly 
similar: both use the verb ‘imprison’, and both conclude witha 
reference to faith. But Paul does not simply repeat himself. In 
v. 22 he refers tothe way Scripture has imprisoned the whole 
of humanity, indeed the whole of creation (‘all things’) under 
the power of sin. ‘Scripture’ probably refers to Deut 27:26 
which Paul cited in 3:11; ‘under the power of sin’ is syn- 
onymous with ‘under a curse’ in 3:11a. This negative role 
played by the law had a positive outcome: so that the promise 
might be given to those who believe. In v. 23 Paul uses the 
pronoun ‘we’ for the first time since 3:13. The verses that 
follow confirm that Paul has in mind the Galatian Christians 
as well as himself. ‘We’ were imprisoned by the law; in the 
preceding verse sin plays this role. But the dark night did not 
last forever, with God’s disclosure of Christ (cf. 1:12, 16) faith 
was revealed. 

Paul clarifies his main point with an illustration in wv. 24-5. 
The law was our paidagogos until Christ came, but with the 
coming of faith we are no longer under a paidagogos. In many 
families in the Graeco-Roman world the paidagégos, often a 
slave, played an important part in caring for children. Some- 
times this person acted primarily as a teacher (hence ‘peda- 
gogue’), sometimes as a disciplinarian. What would this 
metaphor have meant to the listeners in Galatia when they 
first heard Paul’s letter read aloud? The context confirms that 
Paul had a negative connotation in mind: the law, like the 
paidagogos, provided unpleasant restraint for a limited 
period—until Christ came. 
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Inv. 26 and in the grand finale to this section in v. 29 Paul 
brings discussion of who are true ‘children of Abraham’ back 
onto the agenda (cf. 3:16-19). In v. 26 those who are ‘in Christ 
Jesus’ are God’s children, while in v. 29 those who ‘belong to 
Christ’ are Abraham’s offspring; the expressions are syn- 
onymous. By now the listener will be well aware that one’s 
standing before God is not grounded on law observance, but 
on faith. wy. 27-8 interrupt the argument of wv. 26 and 29 with 
a reference to baptism. Some of the phrases in these verses are 
found elsewhere in early Christian writings (see especially 
1 Cor 12:13; Col 3:11); only the first pairing in v. 28, ‘Jew or 
Greek’, is relevant to the immediate context. Hence several 
scholars conclude that Paul is here citing an early baptismal 
liturgy. The person who is about to be baptized removes 
clothing, symbolizing the old order, and in baptism is ‘clothed 
with Christ’ (v. 27). In baptism all the social distinctions that 
lay at the heart of the society of the day are abolished. ‘Reli- 
gious, social, and sexual pairs of opposites are not replaced by 
equality, but rather by a newly created unity’ in Christ Jesus 
(Martyn 1997: 377). Whether this radical vision was put fully 
into practice by Paul himself, and in the churches he founded, 
is another question. 


(41-7) The Sending of the Son As at 3:15, Paul opens this 
section with an illustration from daily life (vv. 1-2). In this case 
he modifies the illustration to suit his present purposes. The 
heir to an estate is in fact in a better position than a slave, for, 
unlike a slave, he knows that one day he will inherit his 
father’s property. The date at which the son received his 
inheritance was probably fixed by law, rather than by an 
individual father. Nonetheless Paul’s main points in wv. 3-4 
are well supported by the illustration. While waiting to receive 
the inheritance (cf. 3:18), ‘we were enslaved’. But in God’s own 
time, freedom was made possible through the sending of his 
Son (vv. 3-4). Paul takes the ‘enslavement’ theme further in 
wy. 8-9: the Galatians, having been freed from slavery, now 
want to be enslaved all over again. 

Whatare the ‘elemental spirits of the world’ (v. 3; cf. 4:8-9) 
which enslaved believers before their redemption, and which 
now attract the Galatians? The phrase probably refers to the 
basic materials or principles that lie at the heart of the cosmos. 
For a Jew, the law fulfilled that function. In any case, the 
context (cf. especially 4:5, 10) strongly suggests that Paul 
includes the law as an essential part of the ‘elemental spirits’. 

wy. 4-5 contain one of Paul’s richest Christological state- 
ments. Several scholars have claimed that it is a pre-Pauline 
confessional formula, partly because some phrases are not 
common elsewhere in Paul’s writings, and partly because of 
its similarityto ‘sending formulae’ in Rom 8:3; Jn 3:17; 1 Jn 4:9 
(and cf. Mk 12:6). Here Paul develops the theme of God’s 
sending of the prophets to Israel: Jesus as God’s Son is sent 
to redeem those ‘under the law’, i.e. Jews, so that ‘we’, all who 
are ‘in Christ Jesus’ (cf. 3:26—9) might receive adoption. ‘Born 
ofa woman’ does not refer tothe virginal conception of Jesus, 
but to his birth as a human being. ‘Born under the law’ may 
mean no more than ‘born as a Jew’, but in view of all the 
preceding negative statements about the law, ‘under the law’ 
probably includes a negative connotation. 

The precise background to Paul’s reference to believers’ 
‘adoption as children’ (v. 5) has been keenly debated. Is this 
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phrase to be understood in the light of Graeco-Roman prac- 
tices concerning the adoption of children? Or is there an OT / 
Jewish background? If the latter, then, as Scott (1992) has 
argued, Paul may have in mind an analogy with God’s adop- 
tion / redemption of Israel from slavery in Egypt: believers 
were redeemed to adoption as sons of God from slavery under 
the ‘elemental spirits of the world’ (GAL 4:3). v. 4 refers to God’s 
sending of his Son; in v. 6 God ‘has sentthe Spirit of his Son’: 
for Paul, ‘Christ / Son’ and ‘Spirit’ are closely related and in 
some passages almost synonymous. Inv. 6 it is the Spirit who 
cries outto God on behalf ofthe believer and calls God, ‘Abba’, 
Father. The retention of the Aramaic word ‘Abba’ in a letter to 
Greek-speaking Christians is striking; it almost certainly re- 
flects Jesus’ own preferred way of referring to God (Mk 14:36; 
Lk 11:2). 

The argument of wv. 1-7 is brought to a climax in v. 7: the 
believer’s adoption as a child of God means (negatively) re- 
lease from enslavement to the ‘elemental spirits of the world’ 
and (positively) acceptance as an heir to God’s promises to 
Abraham. 


(4:8-11) Why Do You Want to be Enslaved Again? Paul once 
again speaks directly and forcefully to the Galatian Christians 
(cf. 3:1-5), and develops several of the themes of 4:17 further. 
Before they became Christians, Galatians were enslaved to 
‘beings that by nature are not gods’, i.e. to idols (cf. 1 Cor 8:5; 
12.2). Now as believers they have come to know, i.e. to experi- 
ence, God’s Spirit (cf. 3:1-5; 4:6). Paul immediately modifies 
this statement in v. 9b by emphasizing yet again God’s initia- 
tive in redemption from enslavement to ‘the weak and beg- 
garly elemental spirits’ (GAL 4:3): ‘you have come...to be 
known by God’. 

In v. 10 the link between the elemental spirits and the law 
becomes explicit. What are the special ‘days, and months, and 
seasons, and years’ that the Galatians now want to observe 
closely, probably under the influence of the agitators? 
Although v. 9c, ‘you want to be enslaved’ may suggest that 
the Galatians have not yet succumbed to meticulous obser- 
vance of the Jewish calendar, v. 10 implies thatthey have done 
so. There is general agreement that Paul is referring to ob- 
servance of the Jewish sabbath and festivals. Observance of 
‘months’ probably refers to observance of the new moon 
which marked the beginning of each month; precisely what 
is meant by ‘years’ is uncertain. Martyn correctly notes that 
Paul’s argument here is not even partly anti-Jewish (1997: 
417-18): God’s new creation in Christ (cf. 6:15) marks the end 
of the distinction between ‘holy times’ and ‘profane times’ 
that is basic to all peoples—one of the pattern of ‘elemental 
pairs of opposites’ to which the Galatians were enslaved (3:28; 


4:3, 8-9). 


(4:12-20) Paul's Perplexity Longenecker (1990: 184-7), has 
argued that v. 12 marks the opening of the final major section 
of the letter, the transition from the ‘rebuke’ section (3:1— 4:11) 
tothe ‘request’ section (4:12-6:10). However, the link between 
the emotional personal appeals of v. 11 and the entreaties in 
vv. 12 and 19-20 makes it preferable to align 4:12—20 closely 
with the preceding verses. In v. 12 Paul opens this section with 
a term of endearment, ‘friends’, which he has not used since 
3:15; in v. 19 he refers to the Galatians as his ‘little children’. 
Although wv. 12-20 have been dubbed an erratic and emo- 
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tional aside, these verses make explicit Paul’s passionate con- 
cern for the Galatians, a concern that begins at 1:6 with Paul’s 
expression of astonishment at the Galatians’ behaviour. 

Paul’s opening plea, ‘become as I am’, recalls the earlier 
autobiographical sections of the letter, from 1:11 to 2:14 (or 
even 2:18). As in several other passages in his letters (e.g. 1 Cor 
4:16-17; 1 Thess 1:6; Phil 4:9), Paul refers to his own example 
as a model of Christian discipleship. To modern readers this 
smacks of bragging, but it was a conventional mode of in- 
struction used by philosopher-teachers in Paul’s day. The 
phrase I... have become as you’ is an expression of Paul’s 
friendship and solidarity with the Galatians. In spite of the 
pain the Galatians have caused Paul, he does not consider that 
he himself has been wronged (v. 12c); the implication is that 
they have wronged God or Christ. 

The Galatians know more about Paul’s illness than we do 
(v. 13)! Presumably an illness led to Paul’s initial visit to the 
Galatian churches—or perhaps it detained him there longer 
than planned. The reference to Paul’s ‘first’ proclamation of 
the gospel may imply a second visit, but surely Paul would 
have referred to any second visit in this extended discussion of 
his relationship with the Galatians. Paul’s illness put the 
Galatian Christians ‘to the test’ (v.14), probably because their 
pre-Christian beliefs would have tempted them to draw the 
inference that Paul’s illness was the result of demon posses- 
sion. In fact, the welcome Paul originally received could 
hardly have been more enthusiastic: he was welcomed as ‘an 
angel of God’, as a representative of Christ Jesus himself. The 
latter phrase parallels the similar idea in Matt 10:40, where 
Jesus assures his disciples that whoever welcomes them, 
welcomes Jesus himself: wv. 15-16 express the breakdown of 
Paul’s warm relationship with the Galatians. Although v. 15b is 
often taken to imply that Paul’s illness was ophthalmic, it may 
be no more than a vivid expression of the Galatians’ initial 
willingness to do almost anything in their support of Paul. 
v. 16 is taken as a rhetorical question in NRSV and some other 
translations, but the Greek can equally well be construed as an 
indignant expression of Paul’s frustration at the Galatians’ 
about turn. In wv. 17-18 the agitators are referred to explicitly, 
but as elsewhere, they are not named (cf. 1:7). The NRSV’s 
‘they make much of you...so that you may make much of 
them’ is too bland: the REB’s double reference to ‘lavishing 
attention’ is preferable. Paul even claims that the agitators 
want to ‘exclude you’, i.e. to drive a wedge between Paul 
himself and the Galatians. The first half of v. 18 is probably 
an aphorism or proverb which Paul expands in order to press 
home his point: Paul had hoped that his absence from the 
Galatian churches would not impair his relationship with 
them. 

The poignant expression in v. 19 of Paul’s perplexity and 
pain has no close parallel in his other letters: Paul likens 
himself to a pregnant mother ‘in the pain of childbirth’. His 
concern forthe Galatians could nothave been expressed more 
powerfully. Paul probably continues with the imagery of preg- 
nancy in the final clause where he speaks of his hope that 
Christ will be ‘formed’, i.e. like an embryo or foetus, among 
the Galatians. In v. 20 Paul concludes this section with his 
wish to be present personally with the Galatians in the hope 
that their warm relationship might be restored. Paul knows 
that his letter will have to substitute for his presence. There is 
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no confident expectation here (or elsewhere) that this letter 
will be more effective than the agitators who are still person- 
ally present in the Galatian churches. 


(4:21-5:1) The Hagar and Sarah Allegory There is no agree- 
ment on the reason for the inclusion of these verses at this 
point in the letter. Some scholars suggest that they are an 
afterthought, or have even been displaced from elsewhere. 
Others link them to the exhortation of the final main section 
of the letter. The traditional and preferable view is to take them 
as Paul’s striking final argument in his sustained exposition 
that starts at 3:1. 

Rightup until v. 21b Paul speaks negatively about the law— 
32 times in all; in every case he has the law of Moses in mind. 
It is no exaggeration to claim that from 2:16 to v. 21a Paul’s 
view of the law is ‘consistently malignant’ (Martyn 1997: 37). 
In v. 21b, however, Paul’s tone changes dramatically: nomos 
(law) is used positively for the first time in this letter. In this 
verse Paul speaks with heavy irony: you Galatians who desire 
‘to be subject to the law’, listen to what the law really says, for it 
does have positive things to say. This verse must have focused 
the minds of the Galatians sharply on Paul’s central concern: 
heard aright, the law bears witness to the gospel, as in the 
allegory of Hagar and Sarah that follows. 

In wv. 22 and 23 Paul summarizes parts ofthe Hagar—Sarah 
traditions from Gen 16-21. In v. 22 the reference to ‘a slave 
woman’ and ‘a free woman’ echo the language (but not the 
thought) of 3:28, and especially the opening sections of ch. 4. 
In v. 23 acontrast is drawn between the child ‘born according 
to the flesh’, i.e. conceived naturally, and the child born 
‘through the promise’, i.e. following God’s promise to Abra- 
ham that his aged and barren wife Sarah would bear him a 
son. Paul’s summary is terse: neither the mothers nor the 
children are named. Barrett (1982: 161) has argued convin- 
cingly that Paul is responding to the agitators’ interpretation 
of the Hagar-Sarah traditions. ‘The wording implies that the 
story is already before the Galatians; they will know that 
the slave is Hagar, the free woman Sarah’. Paul explains that 
this is an allegory, a form of interpretation in which indi- 
viduals and key details in a narrative all represent someone 
or something else. Allegorical interpretation was used by 
Philo of Alexandria, a slightly earlier contemporary of Paul’s, 
as well as by some rabbis. Philo’s allegories were more elabor- 
ate and less related to the original context than Paul’s. Paul 
states boldly that the two women are ‘two covenants’ (v. 24) 
even though Gen 17:21 refers to only one covenant, the one 
that God promises to establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will 
bear to Abraham. In fact Paul does not refer explicitly to the 
Sarah covenant, and does not even name her. Paul focuses on 
Hagar, who is said to come from Mount Sinai, a detail not 
mentioned in Genesis. Paul’s further comment about Hagar 
inv. 25 led to several attempts by scribes to clarify his point. 
The NRSV provides the more difficult and therefore probably 
original reading; a note in the NRSV provides an equally well- 
attested reading, ‘For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia.’ 

The verb sustoixed ‘corresponds to’ in v. 25 is the key to 
these verses. The verb was used to refer to soldiers standing 
in the same line; it came to refer to the correspondence of 
categories in lists. Paul lines up in the same column, as it 
were, Hagar, Mount Sinai, children being born (even now) 
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into slavery, the present Jerusalem who is in slavery with her 
children (vv. 24-5). In the other column Paul places the free 
woman (the unnamed Sarah), the Jerusalem above who is 
free, and who is our mother (v. 26). Paul does not take pains 
to balance the two columns precisely, for his main interest is 
in the contrast between two ‘Jerusalems’. 

Earlier in his letter Paul has been at pains to stress his 
independence from the Jerusalem Christian leaders (1:18- 
20); in 25b a further step is taken: the church of Jerusalem 
to whose authority the agitators appealed ‘is in slavery with 
her children’. Paul’s polemic could hardly be more acute. In 
stark contrast stands ‘the Jerusalem above, our mother’; here 
Paul draws on a theme found in several OT passages (e.g. Ps 
87; Isa 50:1; 66:7—11) and in Jewish writings (e.g. 4 Ezra 10:25— 
57). The phrase ‘our mother is surely intended to include both 
Jewish and Gentile Christians. In v. 27 Paul appeals to Scrip- 
ture (‘it is written’) to sustain his point. The preceding verses 
make it clear that Paul interprets Isa 54:1 as a reference to 
Sarah: her barrenness and desolation will be reversed, for she 
will bear more children than ‘the one who is married’, i.e. 
Hagar. 

In v. 28 Paul’s earlier frustration with the Galatians 4:19- 
21) gives way once again to endearment, ‘my friends, you are 
children of the promise, like Isaac’, who is now named for the 
first time. The contrast between Isaac and Ishmael (not 
named) becomes even sharper in v. 29. Paul draws attention 
to Ishmael’s persecution of Isaac, a tradition not found in the 
OT itself, though several Jewish sources do mention an argu- 
ment between the two. A parallel is drawn with the agitators’ 
‘persecution’ of the Galatian Christians: ‘so it is now also’. v.29 
sets out a further vivid contrast: whereas Ishmael and the 
agitators were ‘according to the flesh’, Isaac and the Galatians 
were born ‘according to the Spirit’. The Galatians’ experience 
of the Spirit has been prominent in several earlier passages 
(3:1-5, 14; 4:6); the contrast between flesh and Spirit will be 
developed further in 5:5, 16-26. 

Paul relentlessly pursues his case against the agitators with 
a further citation of Scripture in v. 30, where Gen 21:10 is 
adapted slightly to fit the present context. The argument 
reaches its climax in v. 31. By now the listeners in the Galatian 
churches should have been able to draw the conclusion them- 
selves: they are children of the free woman, Sarah, and so are 
the true children of Abraham. The strong language of the 
citation, ‘Drive out the slave and her child’, should not be 
read as an attack on Judaism: Paul’s attention is focused 
sharply on the agitators and their claims. 

Gal 5:1 has baffled commentators in ancient as well as 
modern times. There are two related difficulties. Although 
the Greek ofv. 1@ is so awkward that early scribes made several 
attempts to tidy it up, there is now general agreement that the 
NRSV and similar translations are appropriate. Opinion is 
still keenly divided, however, on the relationship of v. r to its 
context. NRSV, REB, and many other translators and com- 
mentators appeal to the contrast between slavery and freedom 
as an obvious link to the preceding verses: v. 1 is taken as a 
ringing conclusion to the Hagar—Sarah allegory. Others, 
including NIV, see it as the opening of a new section in 
which Paul turns to exhortation, and note the link with 
5:13. Still others take it as a short independent paragraph 
that acts as a bridge between the allegory and the new themes 
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of chs. 5 and 6. On balance, the NRSV’s punctuation is to be 
preferred. 


Exhortations (5:2-6:10) 


(5:2-12) Neither Circumcision nor Uncircumcision Paul 
opens this section with a solemn appeal to the Galatians: 
‘Mark my words’ (REB). In these verses with their repeated 
references to circumcision, the central issue at stake in Paul’s 
dispute with the agitators is brought out into the open. v. 2 
implies that some of the Galatians are on the point of suc- 
cumbing to the agitators’ insistence that they should be cir- 
cumcised if they wish to become true children of Abraham; v. 3 
implies that some have already done so. Paul is adamant that 
two corollaries follow: Christ will benefit them no more, and 
they will be obliged to keep the whole law of Moses. Perhaps 
the agitators had not been frank about the latter point. There is 
plenty of evidence to confirm that Paul is not misrepresenting 
Jewish teaching in his insistence that the Galatians cannot 
pick and choose which parts of the law they will observe. 

w. 4 and 5 summarize many of Paul’s key points: most of 
the phrases occur in 2:15—21, Paul’s opening exposition of the 
chasm between being justified by the law and living by faith, 
through the Spirit. ‘Hope’ is not used elsewhere in this letter, 
though the general theme of waiting for future salvation is 
prominent. In v. 6 Paul quotes a formula that he himself has 
probably coined. The first half, ‘neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything’, is repeated almost ver- 
batim in 6:15 and in 1 Cor 7:19, though in each case the 
positive statement that follows is expressed differently. In 6b 
faith and love are related more closely than elsewhere in Paul’s 
letters. ‘Faith working through love’ rules out any suggestion 
that Paul’s ethical teaching has no moral demands. 

w. 7-12 are linked together more loosely than w. 2-6. Here 
Paul rattles off several different images, though they are all 
related to the overall argument. wy. 7 and 8 recall Paul’s open- 
ing appeal in 1:6-9. The reference to Christian living as a 
running race echoes 2:2. The question, ‘who prevented you?’ 
probably also refers to running races: Who cut inon you, or 
who side-tracked you? Since God (‘the one who calls you’) is in 
no way responsible for this, theagitators are responsible (v. 8). 
They are likenedinv. 9 to alittle yeast which leavens the whole 
batch of dough, a well-known image in antiquity for the power 
of evil. v. rob is taken by Martyn (1997: 475), as a reference to 
the leader of the agitators, ‘the man who is disturbing your 
minds’. This is not impossible, but the NRSV’s ‘whoever it is 
that is confusing you’ is preferable; as in 1:7, the reference is 
general. Why does Paul claim in v. 11 that he is still being 
persecuted? And when did Paul ever ‘preach circumcision’? 
This verse is one ofthe most puzzling in this letter. Elsewhere 
in his letters (e.g. 1 Thess 2:16; 2 Cor 11:23-9) Paul mentions 
the persecution he received at the hands of his non-Christian 
opponents, but that is not in view here. In 4:29 Paul refers to 
the agitators as ‘persecutors’, and it is their actions which are 
referred to again here. They seem to have claimed mischiev- 
ously or mistakenly that at some stage following his call to 
proclaim Christ to the Gentiles (1:15-16), Paul did ‘preach 
circumcision’. How or why they gained that information, we 
do not know. Perhaps they had received a false rumour con- 
cerning the circumcision of Titus (2:3). Paul’s logic is clear: the 
agitators still claim that he is ‘preaching circumcision’. If that 
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were the case, Paul insists, then the agitators’ persecution of 
him wouldhave ceased. But since it has not ceased, it must be 
based on misinformation. Paul is so angry with the agitators 
that in v. 12 he makes ‘the crudest and rudest of all his extant 
statements’ (Longenecker 1990: 234). Attempts to soften 
Paul’s plain speaking, either by euphemisms or by interpret- 
ing these hash words figuratively as ‘let them excommunicate 
themselves’, are unconvincing. 


(5:133-26) Living by the Spirit Paul now turns to general 
exhortations which are not directly related to the crisis in 
Galatia, though there are numerous linguistic links with the 
preceding sections. This is clearly the case in v. 13: its ringing 
reference to God’s call to freedom is in contrast to the ‘yoke of 
slavery’ the agitators are imposing (cf. 5:1). As in 5:6), Paul is 
aware that unbridled freedom can lead to antinomianism; 
hence Paul’s insistence on loving commitment to one another 
which is as strong a bond as slavery. 

In v. 13 Paul uses the word ‘flesh’ (sarx), one of the most 
problematic words for the translator of his letters. Earlier in 
Galatians ‘flesh’ is used in a purely neutral sense to refer to 
human or physical nature, but in wv. 13, 16, 17 (twice), 19, 24, 
and 6:8, ‘flesh’ is used in a negative, ethical sense to refer toa 
person’s sinful or corrupt nature. Should the translator at- 
tempt to replicate the quite different ways in which the word 
is used? REB uses ‘unspiritual nature’ or ‘old nature’ for the 
negative references to sarx, and several different phrases for 
the ‘neutral’ uses. NRSV signals the different way in 
which Paul uses sarx in this section by translating it as ‘self- 
indulgence’ inv. 13, before reverting to ‘flesh’ in the remainder 
of the section. 

As in 4:21b, Paul speaks aboutthe law of Moses positively in 
v.14, and cites Lev 19:18, ‘love your neighbour’. Earlier in the 
letter the law has consistently been referred to negatively. 
The NRSV’s ‘the whole law is summed up is misleading, for 
the verb means ‘fulfil’. What then is intended by ‘fulfilling the 
whole law’? Barclay’s comment is apt: it describes ‘the total 
realization of God’s will in line with the eschatological fulness 
of time in the coming of Christ’ (1988: 40). Paul uses with- 
ering sarcasm in v. 15 to denounce in-fighting in the Galatian 
churches. This may perhaps have been sparked off by differ- 
ing attitudes to the agitators’ claims, but we cannot be sure. 

‘Living by the Spirit’ and ‘gratifying the desires of the flesh’ 
are set in opposition to one another in v. 16 which acts as a 
heading to wv. 17-24. The bald statement ofv. 16 is expounded 
in v. 17: the two ways of living are ‘at war with one another’ 
(Martyn 1997: 493). The final clause of v. 17 has long baffled 
exegetes. A plausible interpretation envisages that the battle 
between ‘Spirit’ and ‘flesh’ frustrates the wishes of the be- 
liever. Inv. 18 being ‘led by the Spirit’ is contrasted with being 
‘subject to the law’, themes prominent in several passages 
earlier in the letter (e.g. 2:16; 3:1-5; 4:6—-7). In wv. 19-21 Paul 
sets out a list of ‘the works of the flesh’ (NRSV) or ‘the 
behaviour that belongs to the unspiritual nature’ (REB). In 
wv. 22-3 there is a list of the virtues that are the fruit of the 
Spirit. Lists of virtues and vices were well known in the 
Hellenistic world; there are partial parallels in Jewish ‘two 
ways’ traditions. While there are numerous lists of vices in 
the NT writings, there is no comparable juxtaposition of sub- 
stantial lists of virtues and vices; perhaps the closest NT 
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parallel is Jas 3:13-17. Although some translations list the vices 
of wv. 19-21 in groups, NRSV correctly treats them as a ran- 
dom list of 15 items. Paul rounds off the list with a solemn 
warning, which he says, repeats teaching he gave them earl- 
ier—presumably when he was present with them: ‘those who 
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God’. Here Paul 
may be using a common early Christian catechetical formula, 
for the wording is not characteristically Pauline. 

The phrase ‘fruit of the Spirit’ (v. 22) is evocative: ‘the fruit’ 
is not the result of the believer’s effort, but of the gift of the 
Spirit. The nine items in the list of virtues are often grouped 
into three groups of three, though it is doubtful whether this 
was Paul’s intention. In the light of the opening verses of this 
section (vv. 13, 14) we can be more confident that Paul delib- 
erately placed ‘love’ at the head of the list. 

vv. 24 and 25 bring the argument of this section to a climax. 
Believers who identify with the crucifixion of Christ (cf. 2:19) 
have ‘crucified the old nature’ (REB). v. 25 explains how this is 
possible: by living by the Spirit. Although this is taken by 
some as the beginning of the next section of Paul’s exhort- 
ations, it is better to interpret this verse (with NRSV) in con- 
junction with v. 24: these two verses focus on the chasm 
between ‘flesh’ and ‘Spirit’, the theme first set out in the 
‘headline’ in v. 16. v. 26 is a rather bland exhortation, though 
v. 15 confirms that it was sorely needed in the Galatian 
churches. 


(6:1-10) Let us Work for the Good of All Nearly every verse in 
this section includes an explicit exhortation, but the links 
between them are loose. Even more problematic is the extent 
to which these exhortations are related to the specific needs of 
the Galatian churches. Some insist that they are very general 
and quite unrelated to the main arguments of the letter, while 
others discern close links at almost every point. A mediating 
position is more plausible than either extreme: Paul has 
adapted well-known ethical maxims to meet the needs of the 
Galatian Christians. Many of the maxims in this section can 
be read as extended expositions of several of the fruits of 
the Spirit listed in 5:22-3. As we shall see below, there are 
further important links between this section and the latter 
half of ch. 5. 

The opening maxim in v. 1 is very general. Translated 
literally, the Greek reads, ‘you who are spiritual’; this is taken 
by some to refer to a specific group within the Galatian 
churches. But earlier in the letter Paul has insisted that all 
Christians have received the Spirit (e.g. 3:1-5; 4:6), so the 
NRSV is appropriate: ‘You who have received the Spirit’. 
The ‘spirit of gentleness’ enjoined recalls ‘gentleness’, one of 
the fruits of the Spirit (5:23). Paul’s concern for the erring 
believer is paralleled in Mt 18:15 and Jas 5:19. What is the law of 
Christ which is to be fulfilled (v. 2)? Since ‘fulfilling the 
law’ in 5:14 refers to the law of Moses, the use of the similar 
verb here strongly suggests that ‘law’ here also refers to the 
law of Moses—as ‘redefined and fulfilled by Christ in love’ 
(Barclay 1988: 134, 141). Dunn (1993: 323) iseven more specific: 
‘{t means that law (Torah) as interpreted by the love command 
in the light of the Jesus-tradition and the Christ-event’. The 
maxims in wy. 3-5 come as something ofan anticlimax after the 
rich exhortations of wv. 1-2. Perhaps they are partly related to 
weaknesses Paul is aware of in the Galatian churches. Or 
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perhaps they are general maxims which have their place in 
nearly every community setting. 

NRSV places v. 6 in a paragraph on its own, for this exhort- 
ation does not seem to be related either to those that precede 
orto those that follow. In 1 Cor 9:14 the right of preachers to be 
supported financially is asserted. This verse is rather different. 
It refers in general terms to the support (which surely in- 
cluded financial support) to be given by those under instruc- 
tion in the faith to their teachers. In vv. 7-8 Paul adapts 
proverbial statements well known in antiquity, adding his 
own distinctive theological emphases. The sharp contrast 
between ‘flesh’ and ‘Spirit’ in v. 8 is in effect a summary of 
5:16-25. The eschatological warning of 5:21¢ is echoed in the 
future tenses in v. 8, ‘you will reap corruption / eternal life’, 
and in the reference to reaping at harvest-time inv. 9. 

By using the phrase ‘so then’, Paul indicates that v. ro 
rounds off the series of exhortations which began at 5:13. 
The encouragement to the Galatian Christians to ‘work for 
the good of all’ encapsulates a bold vision. The churches in 
Galatia were tiny minorities in the societies in which they 
lived. As this letter emphasizes repeatedly, they had their 
own internal tensions and conflicts. But here they are urged 
to strive for the well-being of all without distinction. That 
special concern should be shown for those of the ‘household 
of faith’ is understandable. 


Conclusion (6:11-18) 


The final sentences of Paul’s letters usually summarize and 
press home its key points. Galatians is no exception. Betz 
(1979: 313) correctly notes that these verses are the hermeneu- 
tical key to the whole letter. Unlike Paul’s other letters, there 
are no personal greetings. This is as significant as the absence 
of the expected thanksgiving at 1:6 (GAL 1:6). In both cases a 
ready explanation is provided by the strained relationships 
between Paul and the Galatians. 

Paul takes over from his amanuensis for the final sentences 
(cf. also 1 Cor 16:21; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17; Philem 19). The 
reference to the ‘large letters’ he makes when writing himself 
is probably not a reference to his clumsy handwriting. When 
this letter was read aloud in the Galatian churches (1:2), the 
listeners would not have been aware of the change in hand- 
writing. ‘Large letters’ probably signals the importance of the 
words which follow. 

In wv. 12-13 Paul attacks the agitators explicitly and provides 
his own reasons for their insistence on circumcision. In 
claiming that they ‘want to make a good showing inthe flesh’ 
Paul may be employing ‘barbed humor, inviting the Galatians 
to laugh at the Teachers’ (Martyn 1997: 561). It is not easy to 
see why an insistence on circumcision would enable them to 
avoid persecution. Were they currying favour with a powerful 
ultra-conservative group in the Jerusalem church (ibid. 562), 
or with a group of non-believing Jews who were incensed at 
the way Gentiles were being accepted into the ‘people of God’, 
i.e. as proselytes, without circumcision? We do notknow. Paul 
claims that the agitators do not themselves obey the law (13a): 
they cannot pick and choose which parts of thelaw to observe 
(cf. also 5:3). Paul’s final jibe is that his opponents are boasting 
about their success in persuading some of the Galatians to 
undergo circumcision (13c). There is an appropriate form of 
boasting, however: Christ crucified (144; cf 3:1). For Paul the 


1165 


cross of Christ entails a radical break with ‘the world’. Paul is 
not advocating a sectarian separation from the world, as 6:10 
confirms; living by the Spirit entails the crucifixion ofthe flesh 
with its passions and desires (5:16, 2.4). 

v. 15 is one of several very rich theological statements in the 
letter. It echoes 5:6, but caps the earlier verse with the claim 
that in Christ God is bringing about a new creation. The terse 
phrase, ‘there is a new creation’ is expounded in 2 Cor 5:17: the 
old order has passed away, everything has become new. Inv. 16 
Paul extends the blessing of God’s peace and mercy upon 
those who follow this standard or rule, ie. that there is a 
new creation in which the distinction between circumcised 
and uncircumcised is abolished. 

The final phrase of v. 16 has evoked considerable discus- 
sion. Does Paul call down God’s blessing upon a second 
group, ‘the Israel of God’, as well as upon those who follow 
the rule he has just enunciated? This interpretation is adopted 
by the NRSV: ‘and upon the Israel of God’. Or does Paul refer 
boldly to Christian believers as the Israel of God? If so, the 
‘and’ is understood as explanatory: ‘that is to say’, or ‘namely’. 
The latter interpretation is now widely accepted. If Paul does 
refer here to Christians as the Israel of God, what becomes of 
non-believing Israel? This issue does not surface in Galatians, 
though in due course Paul did grapple with it in Rom 9-11. In 
v.17 Paul refers tothe marks (stigmata) he bore on his bodyasa 
result of the hostility he experienced as an apostle of Christ (cf. 
2 Cor 11:23-30). There may be an undercurrent of irony: it is 
‘the marks of Jesus’ rather than the mark of circumcision 


68. Ephesians 


INTRODUCTION 


The letter to the Ephesians is one of the most attractive docu- 
ments in the NT and one to which many Christians turn when 
low in spirit. Its mood of elevated composure, sustained 
prayer, and uninhibited confidence in God (particularly chs. 
1 and 3), and its vision of the church, united, growing to 
maturity and loved (chs. 2, 4, 5) have been uplifting and 
inspiring for countless individuals and communities over 
the centuries. This character and quality of the letter is un- 
affected by the disputes over its authorship and purpose. 


A. Distinctive Features of Ephesians. 1. In comparison withthe 
other Pauline letters, however, Ephesians is something of a 
puzzle. Unlike all the others, it is not directed to a particular 
church or situation or person. The words ‘in Ephesus’ (1:1), 
which most modern translations still include, are not present 
in the earliest and best MSS; and second-century references to 
the letter do not know it as sent to Ephesus (see Best 1987). 
The lack of specified addressees in the original text and ab- 
sence of Paul’s normal list of greetings are confirmed by the 
absence of reference to particular situations or problems 
known or reported to the author. This raises the question 
whether it was intended as a circular or catholic letter, rather 
like James and 1 Peter, though in these cases particular re- 
cipients are still specified. 

2. The style of the letter (particularly chs. 1-3) is pleonastic, 
that is, marked by repetitions and redundancies. Note for 
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which Paul bears proudly. Although the final verse is similar 
to the final benedictions found at the end of all Paul’s letters, 
the reference tothe grace of Christ is particularly poignant in 
view of the content of the letter as a whole; it echoes the 
opening reference in 1:6 to God’s call ‘in the grace of Christ’. 
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J. D. G. DUNN 


example the long sentences which constitute 1:3-14 and 
411-16 (single sentences in Greek), and the repetition and 
piling up of adjectives, phrases, and clauses suchas we find in 
L:I7—19, 2:13-18, and 3:14-19. Anyone familiar with the other 
Pauline letters will recognize that Ephesians is exceptional on 
this point. If written at the same time as the other ‘prison 
epistles’ (including Philippians and Philemon), these differ- 
ences become all the more striking. And if written by an un- 
named amanuensis or secretary, the latter had far more scope 
for free composition than any of Paul’s previous secretaries. 

3. Insomeway most striking ofall is the exceptionally close 
relationship between Ephesians and Colossians (see Mitton 
1951: 279-315). Compare particularly: 


Eph. Col. Eph. Col. 
LI§-17 1:3-4,9-10 5:5-6 3:5-6 
2:5 2:13 519-20 3:16 
2:16 1:20-2 §:22,25  3:18-19 
4:2 3:12 6:5-9 3:22-4:1 
4:16 2:19 6:21-2 427. 
431-2 © 3:8, 12 


Such identical phraseology can be explained only if both 
letters were written at the same time, or, more likely (given 
the differences already noted), by one letter deliberately draw- 
ing upon the other. Most scholars have concluded that the 
character of the interdependence is best explained as Ephe- 
sians using Colossians, in part at least, as a model. 
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Given such features, it is hard to avoid the question: is 
Ephesians really a letter? Or is it better explained as a medita- 
tive and expansive summary of what Paul stood for, with his 
characteristic letter openings and closings added to preserve 
this homage to Paul appropriately in the most characteristic 
Pauline form? 


B. Was the Letter Written by Paul? 1. The traditional view, from 
the second century onwards, is certainly in the affirmative. 
The writer names himself as Paul in both 1:1 and 3:1. But for 
the past 200 years the issue has been disputed, and though 
several prominent contemporary scholars still hold to Pauline 
authorship (e.g. Barth 1974 and Bruce 1984), the majority 
have concluded that it was most probably written by someone 
else. Inaddition tothe considerations already noted, two other 
features have carried weight. 

2. The perspective seems to be second generation: ‘the 
apostles’ are looked back to as the foundation period (2:20) 
and designated as especially ‘holy’ (3:5). The self-reference in 
3:1-13 at first looks to be strong evidence of Pauline author- 
ship, but as we read through the paragraph the measure of 
boasting goes well beyond what Paul had previously claimed 
for his own role, and sounds more and more like a eulogy 
penned by an ardent admirer (cf. 1 Tim 1:15—16). Even with 3:1 
and 4:1, the addition of the definite article turns the humble 
self:designation of Philem rand 9 (‘a prisoner of Christ Jesus’) 
into something more like a title (‘the prisoner of Christ Jesus’, 
‘the prisoner in the Lord’). 

3. The theological perspective also seems to have moved 
beyond that of the earlier Paulines, and even that of Colos- 
sians. In particular, the cosmic Christology of Col 1:17—-19 
seems to have developed into the cosmic ecclesiology of Eph 
1:22-3. The ‘church’, characteristically the local church (in 
house, city, or region) in the earlier Paulines, is now (for the 
first time) understood consistently as the universal church. 
The talk of grace and faith in 2:5, 8-9, certainly has a Pauline 
ring, but the characteristic Pauline concern regarding the law 
in such talk is missing: the reference in 2:9 is to ‘works’, not 
‘works of the law’; the law is mentioned only briefly in 2:15. 
And the eschatology is more consistently ‘realized’: ‘salvation’ 
is an accomplished act (2:5, 8; 6:17); they are already raised 
and seated with Christ ‘in the heavenly places’ (2:6); there is 
no reference to Christ’s coming again (contrast 4:15). 

4. Allinall, the evidence is most consistent with the hypoth- 
esis that the letter was written by a disciple of Paul some time 
after Paul’s death, presumably writing to celebrate Paul’s faith 
and apostolic achievement and using Colossians in part as a 
kind of template. If, alternatively, it was Paul who composed 
it, we would have to envisage a Paul who had so modified his 
perspective and style that it comes tothe same thing; that is, in 
effect, ‘the late Paul’ is little different from ‘the disciple of 
Paul’. 


C. The Issue of Pseudepigraphy. 1. Many feel uncomfortable 
with the view that the letter was not composed by Paul him- 
self. Since the letter claims to be written by Paul, does the 
denial of Pauline authorship not amount to a questioning of 
the letter’s integrity? And does an author who falsely claims to 
be someone else not forfeit our confidence in what he has 
written? The issue of pseudepigraphy (falsely attributed writ- 
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ing) seems to undermine any claim to inspiration or canonical 
authority for the letter. 

2. The problem is serious for today’s use of such a letter 
since it seems to attribute an immoral motive to the real 
author. We today take for granted the conventions of copyright 
and that plagiarism is unacceptable. When someone writes in 
another’s name, therefore, we naturally assume an intention 
on his part to deceive, to claim falsely an authority for his 
writing which he himself did not possess. It needs to be 
remembered, however, that the conventions of copyright are 
a relatively recent formulation (a consequence of the inven- 
tion of printing). At the time when Ephesians was written 
there was no clear or legal conception of authorial ownership 
of a piece of writing. Once written, a document was in the 
public domain and could be used and reused, excerpted and 
expanded without attribution of source and without any 
thought of wrongdoing. In the NT itself we may cite Mat- 
thew’s use of Mark or 2 Peter’s use of Jude. 

3. More to the point, the history of the formation of the 
biblical books themselves is a clear indication that disciples 
and successors of the originator of highly valued tradition 
were able to develop that tradition in the name of its origin- 
ator. Writings such as the Pentateuch and Isaiah are generally 
recognized to be the work of several hands over a lengthy 
period. The Wisdom of Solomon and the corpus known as 1 
Enoch could be attributed to those named as authors long 
after their death, without any thought of deceit. The teaching 
of Jesus could be elaborated differently by the different Evan- 
gelists without any sense of impropriety. 

4. Ephesians makes best sense within this tradition. A close 
associate or disciple of Paul, who stood within the tradition 
begun by Paul and was recognized to do so, was seen to 
represent the Pauline tradition after Paul’s death and was 
able to re-express it in some measure in his own terms. And 
he did so in Paul’s name, without deceit; his words were 
acknowledged to be appropriate sentiments to ascribe to 
Paul. In other words, Ephesians probably represents the Paul- 
ine heritage some little time after Paul’s death as seen from 
within. It expresses, we may say, the transition from Paul to 
Pauline. 


D. To Whom, From Where, When, and Why. 1. Were the letter 
written by Paul we could date it firmly to the early 60s, 
presumably from his imprisonment in Rome, and not long 
before his death. Would it then have been a general letter to 
his churches? If so, why should that purpose not be indicated? 
And ifit was a final summation of his message we might have 
expected it to come more in the form ofa final testament (cf. 
Acts 20:18-35). 

2. In the light of the above conclusions, however, the more 
obvious answer is that Ephesians is a meditative tract on 
Paul’s theology, teaching, and significance in the form of a 
Pauline letter; for unspecified use, but probably to be read in 
church gatherings for worship and teaching; and written 
some time after Paul’s death, but by someone close to him, 
and so within ten or so years of his death (that is, some time in 
the 7os or 80s). The closelink with Colossians, themention of 
Tychicus in particular (6:21-2), and the fact that the churches 
of the province of Asia attracted other letters over the follow- 
ing decades (Rev 2-3; Ignatius) suggests that it was written in 
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Asia, and in the event became most closely associated with 
Ephesus in particular. 

3. More specific purposes have been suggested: for ex- 
ample, an early attempt to draw in Gnostic ideas, or to provide 
a covering letter for an early collection of Paul’s letters. How- 
ever, nothing in the letter itself gives any real support to such 
views. At best we can deduce that the churches addressed 
continued to be concerned about Christianity’s identity as 
Israel’s heir and about the proper integration of Jews and 
Gentiles within the church. 


E. The Message of Ephesians in Summary. 1. The great theme 
of the first three chapters is God: God whose purpose em- 
braces all time and space and comes to focus in Christ. It is 
because the readers’ faith and life is centred in this Christ (‘in 
Christ’ is a repeated theme) that they can have such conf- 
dence in God, based as it is both on God’s resurrection of 
Christ from the dead and their own experience of his Holy 
Spirit and grace (ch. 1). 

2. At the heart of God’s universal purpose from eternity has 
been the retrieval of humanity from its state of death, the 
abolition of the divided state of humanity, and the bringing 
ofall things tounity in Christ. Seen from a Jewish perspective, 
that deadness and dividedness had its principal manifestation 
in the disadvantaged state of Gentiles as contrasted with Jews. 
But Christ’s deathrenderedthatold division null and void and 
has made possible a reconciled and united community held 
together by Christ, which as a whole enjoys the privileges 
previously confined to Israel and so can function asthe house- 
hold of God, the place where God continues to meet with 
humankind (ch. 2). This reconciliation of Jew and Gentile 
within the gracious purpose of God was at the heart of the 
divine mystery which Paul in particular had been given the 
commission to unveil to all (ch. 3). The fact that the church is 
so much the medium now for the outworking of this purpose 
of God makes its unity and its proper working as facilitated 
by the ministry gifts given it all the more important. Only as 
it functions as the body of Christ and grows up into Christ 
can it fulfil the universal and cosmic role earlier ascribed to it 
(4:1-16). 

3. Right functioning of the church also depends on 
believers living as the church in the world and walking in 
the light, with all the specific moral commitment, both posi- 
tive and negative, implied. Conduct and relationships mod- 
elled on those of Christ are also part of the restoration of 
creation to serve its original purpose. The enabling of the 
Spirit in shared worship remains indispensable (4:17-5:20). 

4. Particularly important, as the basic unit of society, are 
households and their several relationships; here too Christian 
households should have Christ as model and resource and 
thus provide a test bed for society in re-creation. At no time 
should they forget that they were involved in a spiritual war- 
fare nor fail to maintain the appropriate equipment and co- 
operation (chs. 5:21-6:20). 


F. The structure of Ephesians. 

Greeting (1:1-2) 

The Great Prayer and Meditation (1:3-3:21) 
The Blessing of God (1:3-14) 
Paul's Prayer (1:15—23) 
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A Reminder of What God Has Already Done in Them 
(2:1-10) 
The New Humanity (2:11-22) 
Pauls Stewardship of the Great Mystery (3:1—13) 
The Opening Prayer Resumed (3:14-21) 
The Exhortation (4:1-6:20) 
The Church in its Calling and Confession (4:1-6) 
The Character and Purpose of Ministry in the Body of 
Christ (4:7—16) 
How to Live as the Church in the World (4:17-32) 
Walking in the Light (5:1-20) 
Household Rules (5:21-6:9) 
Put on the Armour of God (6:10—20) 
Conclusion and Benediction (6:21-4) 


COMMENTARY 


(1:1-2) Greeting It is typical of Paul that he adapts the normal 
letter address, ‘X to Y, greeting’ (Gk.) or ‘peace’ (Jewish). He 
emphasizes his apostleship (cf. 2 Cor 1:1; Col 1:1). He stresses 
the status of the recipients: they have been set apart for God 
(‘saints’) (cf. e.g. Rom 1:1; 1 Cor 1:1) and live by trust in God 
(‘faithful’) (as in Col 1:2). He transforms the Greek greeting 
(chairein) into the rich Christian term ‘grace’ (charis), and 
combines it with the equally rich Jewish concept of peace, 
wishing them the continued experience of God’s generous 
favour (‘grace’) and all that makes for communal well-being 
(‘peace’). On ‘in Ephesus’ see EPH. A.1. 


The Great Prayer and Meditation (1:3—-3:21) 


(1:3-14) The Blessing of God This is one of the most beautiful 
passages in the Bible. It is unlike anything else in the Pauline 
letters (the nearest parallel is 2 Cor 1:3—-11). In the Greek it can 
be punctuated as a single sentence. The repetition of key 
words, the piling up of phrases, and the circling round and 
steady enrichment of the central theme gives it a depth and 
resonance unsurpassed in Christian praise. It is a word to 
return to, to rest upon, to rejoice in, and not least, to enjoy. It 
should have been put to great music long before now. 

It begins by sketching in the circle of blessing (v. 3). That 
circle starts with God. The word for ‘blessed’ (eulogétos) here is 
used only of God in the NT (e.g. Mk 14:61; Rom 1:25); it 
indicates that nothing more wonderful can be imagined or 
spoken of than God. Characteristic of this blessedness is that 
it reaches out to embrace God’s human creatures (‘with every 
spiritual blessing’). The circle is complete when those thus 
blessed affirm its source and resource in God. 

This blessing is four-dimensional. It reaches from the be- 
ginning of time: chosen ‘before the foundation of the world’ 
(v. 4); predestined in love (v. 5; cf. Rom 8:29-30); the divine 
mystery (Vv. 9), that is, God’s original but hidden purpose, now 
revealed (see 3:3—G); predestined and appointed (v. 11). And it 
reaches to the end of time: a plan for the fullness of time 
(God’s appointed hour) to sum up everything in Christ (v. 10; 
see 1:20— 3); the Spirit as the guarantee of the inheritance and 
the final redemption of God’s own possession (v. 14). Here 
again the stress is on God’s overarching purpose in control 
from the first—his good pleasure and will (vv. 5, 9), ‘according 
to [his] purpose... according to his counsel and will’ (v. 11). 
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Spatial imagery is also prominent. The blessings in which 
believers already share are those ‘in the heavenly places’ (v. 3), 
where the symbolism of higher (heavens above earth) denotes 
greater bliss in a way more problematic for modern readers 
(see also 6:12). The final union will embrace everything in the 
heavens and in the earth (v. 10). Most striking of all, however, 
is the repeated emphasis on the location and means of this 
blessing as ‘in him (Christ)’, a phrase which occurs no less 
than ten times (also ‘through Jesus Christ’—v. 5). 

The conviction is clear: that the whole of God’s purpose 
from the beginning focuses in and through Christ (wv. 4, 9, 11— 
12); that Jesus and his death were the means by which 
personal liberation (redemption) and the forgiveness for 
wrongs done had been genuinely experienced (v. 7); that Jesus 
himself is the ‘place’ in which the blessings of heaven and the 
Spirit are to be known in the here and now, so that the very 
term ‘Christian’ denotes a life (and death) bound up with his 
(vv. 3, 5, 13-14); and, not least, that Christ in a real sense 
constitutes the hope for the world and final reconciliation, 
its climax and summation point (vv. 9-10). 

The blessings themselves are indicated in a series of evoca- 
tive phrases: ‘holy and blameless before him in love’ (v. 4); 
adoption as God’s children (cf. Gal 4:5—7), formerly estranged 
(v. 5); ‘redemption’, the image of the costly liberation of slave 
or captive (cf. Rom 3:24; 1 Cor 6:19-20), and the experience of 
forgiveness for conscience-nagging wrongs committed (v. 7; 
cf. Col 1:14); knowledge and sense of personal involvement in 
God’s purpose (v. 9); an awareness of being chosen by God 
(v. II); a conviction as to the truth of the gospel and of the 
‘salvation’ (wholeness) it brings (v. 13; cf. 1 Thess 1:5); and the 
experience of being marked out by the Spirit as belonging to 
God (the function of a ‘seal’)—the reference will be to the 
impact made by the Spirit (as e.g. in Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 6:9-11), 
rather than to baptism—and of the assurance the Spirit brings 
(cf. Rom 8:14-16), as being the first instalment and guarantee 
of the complete redemption/liberation still to come (wv. 13-14; 
cf. Rom 8:23; 2 Cor 1:21-2). 

But the blessing is primarily directed to God. He is the 
subject of the main active verbs (‘blessed, chose, destined .. .’). 
His love embraces the trustful in the sonship of the Beloved 
(vv. 4-6; cf. Rom 8:15-17, 29). It is his grace (the same word as 
inv. 2), the same outpouring of divine generosity which is the 
fountainhead of all human wellbeing (‘his grace with which 
he has engraced us...in accordance with the riches of his 
grace which he has lavished upon us’, w. 6-8, my tr.). He 
‘accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will’ 
(v. 11). And all is ‘to the praise of his glory’ (w. 6, 12, 14)— 
human bliss from beginning to end dependent on human 
recognition that God is the be-all and end-all. 

It is important to note how characteristically Jewish is the 
language and thought. To begin a prayer to God with the 
evocation of his blessedness is distinctively Jewish (e.g. Ps 
41:13; 72:18—19; the great Jewish prayer, the Eighteen Benedic- 
tions, ‘Blessed are you, O Lord...’, go back to Jesus’ time). 
God’s unconditional choice (v. 4) was fundamental to Israel’s 
self-understanding (e.g. Deut 7:6—8). ‘The Beloved’ (v. 6) was 
a favourite name for Israel (e.g. Deut 33:12; Isa 5:1). The time 
perspective of the benediction is distinctive of Jewish apoca- 
lypses—the assurance that God’s mysterious purpose is work- 
ing towards its climax despite all human failure and 
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catastrophe (vv. 9-10; cf. e.g. Dan 2:21; Mk 1:15); the Qumran 
community shared a similar conviction that the hidden 
mysteries had been revealed to them (EPH 3:1-13). And not 
least, there is the writer’s sense that he and his readers 
(Gentiles included) had been embraced within the divine 
purpose which began with and worked through Israel: 
the purposewasthatthey should benumbered with the ‘saints’, 
the ones set apart to God (a title for Israel—e.g. Ps 16:3; 34:9), 
and without blemish, like Israel’s sacrifices (v. 4; cf. e.g. Lev 
1:3, 10; Ps 15:2); they had been appointed (lit. given a share) in 
Israel’s ‘inheritance’ (wv. 11, 14), two words which would have 
evoked for any Jewish reader thought of the land, seed, and 
blessing promised to Abraham (cf. Gen 12:2-3; Deut 32:9; Jer 
10:16); they were God’s ‘possession’ (cf. Ex 19:5; Deut 14:2). 

The difference is indicated, however, in the repeated ‘in 
him’. This is the amazing feature of the benediction—the 
confidence and conviction that Jesus has been and is the key 
to unlock the mystery of God’s purpose and to bring it into 
effect, for Gentile as well as Jew. Christianity today, long heir 
of elaborate creeds and dogmas regarding Christ, can scarcely 
appreciate what astounding claims were being made—that 
one who had lived only a generation or so earlier could thus 
unfold and embody the wonder of God’s grace. So we find it 
equally hard to appreciate the impact which Jesus and then 
the message about Jesus must have made upon such hearers 
in the ancient Mediterranean world. It was a conviction which 
was not merely intellectual: the believing was matched by an 
experience of forgiveness, of being engraced, and of the Spirit 
beginning the process of reclamation of human life and com- 
munity for God (wv. 7-8, 13-14). But evidently the gospel thus 
focused on Jesus made such sense of reality, of the whole 
complex of time and space, of cosmos and history, that he 
could be thus seen at the centre of both cosmos and history, as 
the one who explained the all, and always ‘to the praise of 
God’s glory’. 


(1:15-23) Paul’s Prayer It was conventional in ancient letters 
to add a thanksgiving and prayer on behalf of those to whom 
the letter was sent (in Paul cf. particularly Rom 1:8—15; 1 Cor 
1:4-9; Col 1:3-8). The opening words here (vv. 15-16) are 
typical of Paul and may indeed be modelled on Philem 4-5 
and Col 1:3-4. The thanksgiving had in view particularly the 
two-sidedness of the readers’ new relationships—faith in the 
Lord Jesus and love forall the saints (the ‘all’ might need some 
emphasis). Characteristic of Paul too was the habit of regular 
‘mention’ of his converts in his prayers (Rom 1:9; Phil 1:3; 1 
Thess 1:2). 

But the prayer which follows surpasses anything else in 
Paul’s letters, as rich as the preceding blessing and stretching 
the expectation of hope and the imagination of faith still 
further. 

It is directed to God (not to Christ). He indeed is described 
as ‘the God of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (v. 17), with the recogni- 
tion that Jesus, even in the fullness of his exalted Lordship, 
still acknowledges God as his God (cf. 1 Cor 15:24-8). This 
Christian faith, including the mind-blowing Christology of 
1:22-3, is still monotheistic through and through. It is God 
who has done all the great work of salvation in Christ (vv. 19— 
23) and in whom hope is focused (vv. 17-18). He is ‘the Father 
of glory’ (v. 17; cf. Acts 7:2; Rom 6:4); the phrase should not be 
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reduced to ‘glorious Father’ but should be allowed to resonate 
with all the overtones of God as the progenitor of all that is 
glorious and splendid (including v. 18). The richness of this 
divine resource is a repeated theme (wv. 7, 18-19; 2:4, 7; 3:8, 
16). 

The intercession falls into two parts. First for knowledge 
(vv. 17-19), knowledge being fundamental to well-being. The 
very diversity of the language (wisdom, revelation, knowledge, 
illumination) is a reminder that there are different kinds of 
knowledge. Here most in view is the knowledge which comes 
through an experience of revelation, of eyes being opened, 
and through the experience of personal relationship with God 
(‘theeyes of your heart enlightened’ is a wonderfully evocative 
phrase). When knowledge is reduced to knowledge of facts or 
of information which can be humanly discovered it will al- 
ways be deficient for living (cf. Col. 1:9—-11). Only in its richer 
form, dependent on inspiration from on high, does know- 
ledge become wisdom (the echo of Isa 11:2 will be deliberate). 

Here, however, the thought is directed more to the future: 
‘the hope to which he [God] has called you’ (v. 18), a ‘calling’ 
(both invitation and summons) elaborated in the talk of the 
rich inheritance to be shared with the saints (see v. 14). When 
hope is based on such knowledge it can indeed be firm and 
confident. As in Col 1:4-5, so here, hope is not far from faith 
and love (cf. 1 Cor 13:13). 

Thesecond part (vv. 20-3) reflects further on the working of 
this great might of God: hopecan be confident (v. 18) because 
the power at work in human experience (v. 19) is the same 
power which raised up Christ from the dead and exalted him 
as God’s ‘right-hand man’. The language was already credal 
(e.g. Acts 3:15; 13:30; Rom 10:9; 1 Thess 1:10) and the use of Ps 
10:1 as a way of understanding what had happened to the 
risen Christ was well-established (e.g. Acts 2:34—5; Rom 8:34; 1 
Pet 3:22). But it is here elaborated in an exceptional way. 

The thought that Christ was thus set ‘in the heavenly places’ 
is peculiar to Ephesians (1:3, 20; 2:6). But the further thought 
that he was already dominant over all powers, both present 
and future, takes up Ps 110:1 combined with Ps 8:6 (1:20—2; a 
combination we find also in 1 Cor 15:25-7 and Heb 1:12—2:8). 
The combination is powerful since it links the idea of Jesus as 
the man/son of man who fulfils God’s purpose for humanity 
as the climax of creation (Ps 8:4—6; cf. Heb 2:6—9) with that of 
Jesus as David’s greater son given a share in God’s sovereign 
rule (Ps 11071; cf. Mk 12:35—-7). The conviction obviously car- 
ried with it a psychological liberation from fear of the name- 
less forces which shape human existence (see 2:2 and 6:10— 
20). What a one was this Jesus that the note struck by his life, 
death, and resurrection should have had such continuing 
resonance and deepening reverberations in the subsequent 
decades. 

If that was a challenging enough linkage, the final clauses 
(vv. 22-3) almost baffle comprehension (the major commen- 
taries spend several pages discussing them). The climax of 
what God did ‘in Christ’ (v. 20) was to give him as ‘head over 
all things for the church, which is his body’ (vw. 22-3). The 
metaphor of the church as Christ’s body goes back to 1 Cor 12 
and Rom 12:4-8, and will later be elaborated with the idea of 
Christ as the head of the body (4:15-16). But here the thought 
is of Christ as head of all reality, given by God to or for the 
church (cf. Col 1:17-18). That would be a difficult enough 
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thought, though ‘head’ can mean both ‘ruler’ and ‘source’ 
(fountainhead), and so Christ could be portrayed as embody- 
ing or epitomizing the rationale and pattern of divine cre- 
ation. ‘Given to/for the church’ could then mean simply(!) 
that the church, here the universal church, had, through its 
faith in Christ and the God who worked through Christ, been 
given the key to understanding reality and enabled to rise 
above all that threatened human and social life. 

The chief problem is the final clause, what it means and 
how it relates to what has gone before—‘the fullness of him 
who fills all in all’. Does it refer to Christ or to the church? 
Does it draw on ideas familiar from later Gnostic texts— 
Christ as a kind of cosmic being which comprises the totality 
of sentient reality? The answer is probably that the writer has 
been carried away by his language and imagery and is playing 
on the familiar Jewish thought of God or God’s Spirit as filling 
the cosmos (Jer 23:24; Wis 1:7; cf. Ps 139:7). Christ now 
embodies that fullness (cf. Col 1:19; 2:9). And the church, 
his body, is (or should be!) the place where God’s presence in 
and purpose for creation comes to its clearest expression. 
Would that it were so! 


(2:1-10) A Reminder of What God Has Already Done in 
Them This is one of the most forceful statements in the Bible 
regarding the human condition apart from God’s grace and 
the way in which that grace operates for salvation. 

The human condition apart from grace is described in wv. 1- 
3 ina series of vivid clauses; note the balance between a certain 
givenness of human character, social conditioning, and indi- 
vidual responsibility. (1) They had been ‘dead through tres- 
passes and sins’ (vv. 1, 5; cf Col 2:13). ‘Death’ is but one 
metaphor among many; others include ‘weak’ and ‘enemies’ 
(Rom 5:6, 10; cf. EPH 2:14-16). And the experience of grace (in 
conversion) can itself be likened to adying (Rom 6:5-11). Buta 
life enmeshed in its breaches of the moral code (transgres- 
sions) and repeated failings (sins) can well be likened toa state 
of death, where promptings of divine grace and love evoke no 
real response (cf. Luke 15:24; Rom 7:7—11—‘l died’). (2) Their 
daily conduct had been determined by the standards of society 
(cf. Rom 12:2), the spirit of the age (v. 2). The latter metaphor 
is unique in the NT (‘the ruler of the power of the air’; cf. Jn 
12:31 and Acts 26:18), and draws on the common understand- 
ing of the day that hostile spiritual forces influenced or deter- 
mined human behaviour (hence 6:11-17). We still today 
speak, for example, of a criminal ‘underworld’ and often 
enough feel ourselves victims of forces, some apparently 
malevolent in character, that we cannot control. (3) Human 
responsibility becomes more evident in the talk of a life con- 
ducted ‘in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses’ (v. 3; cf. Col 3:5, 7; Titus 3:3; 1 Pet 1:14). 
By ‘flesh’ Paul means the weakness of the physical constitu- 
tion (flesh decays); life lived at that level, devoted to feeding 
human appetites (food, sex, power), is a life lived apart 
from God, subject to the law of diminishing returns and 
the law of increasing subserviency to self-indulgent habit (cf. 
Gal 5:16-21). According to Rom 1:18-32, this circle of sin- 
begetting-sin is also an expression of divine wrath just as is 
the final judgement (Rom 2:5; cf. Col 3:6). To be noted is 
the fact that the writer no longer speaks of ‘you’, as in 2:2; 
Christian Jews as well as Christian Gentiles are ‘by nature 
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children of wrath’ (v. 3, ‘all of us’; v. 5, ‘we’), all equally depen- 
dent on the initiative of divine grace (cf. 2:10). 

Still more, however, is said about the way in which grace 
had worked to change both character and context. Again, it 
should be noted, as throughout ch. 1, the initiative is God’s 
from start to finish: ‘But God...’ (v. 4). It is his mercy, love— 
‘rich in mercy [cf. Rom 11:30-2], out of the great love with 
which he loved us’ (cf. Rom 5:8)—and thrice-mentioned grace 
(vv. 5, 7, 8) which has been decisive. And the effective medium 
of God’s action has been Christ—‘with Christ’ (v. 5), ‘in Christ 
Jesus’ (vv. 6, 7, 10). The three elements in the preceding 
analysis are in effect taken up one by one, in each case em- 
phasizing the role of grace and of Christ. 

(1) The state of deadness in trespasses and sins has been 
transformed—‘made alive with Christ’ (v. 5). This is the lan- 
guage of resurrection (Jn 5:21; 8:11; 1 Cor 15:22); the final proof 
of God’s creative power is that he overcomes death (Rom 4:17). 
The idea of conversion as being bound up with Christ’s death, 
so that Christ through his death becomes as it were a passage- 
way to new life, is prominent elsewhere in the NT (e.g. Gal 
2:19-20; 1 Tim 2:11; Heb 2:9—11). In the earlier Pauline letters 
the thought of sharing also in Christ’s resurrection is reserved 
for the ‘not yet’ future (Rom 6:5; 8:11), but here, as in Col 2:13, 
that too is referred to the ‘already’ of conversion. It is a logical 
development to describe the new life experienced through the 
Spirit (Jn 6:63; 2 Cor 3:6) as a sharing in Christ’s life, that is, 
his risen life. Whatever the finer points of theology, however, 
conversion was evidently experienced in the early days of 
Christianity as life-giving, life-changing. 

(2) Countering the captivity to ‘the ruler of the power of the 
air’, God had not only raised them with Christ to new life, but 
also raised them with Christ to the heavenly places (v. 6; see 
1:3). The astonishing claim was necessary, perhaps, to break 
the previous psychological dependency. Implicit, then, is the 
conviction that their lives now focused in and through Christ 
had in effect risen above the old captivating influences of the 
present world (cf. Gal 6:14; Col 2:15), or at least need have no 
fear of any such power (Rom 8:31—9). But more explicit here is 
the thought that they (writer and readers) were as it were 
trophies of grace to make clear to everyone the overwhelming 
generosity of God’s purpose and its most effective implemen- 
tation in and through Christ (v. 7). 

(3) The answer to lives dominated by human weakness and 
self-indulgence is the recognition that salvation is given by 
grace, through faith, the very opposite of human contriving or 
manipulation—as a gift of God (v. 8). The language is very 
Pauline, but the thought has shifted somewhat from the earl- 
ier letters. (a) Salvation is here spoken of as a completed act, 
whereas earlier on Paul spoke of it as future (Rom 5:9—10; 
13:11; 1 Cor 3:15), and of Christians as those ‘being saved’ (1 Cor 
1:18; 2 Cor 2:15). There salvation covered the whole process of 
renewal and final redemption (Rom 8:23); here the thought is 
of the decisive character of what Christ has done and of the 
commitment to him and bound-up-ness with him. (b) Earlier 
too the talk of ‘works’ was always of ‘the works of the law’, that 
which was obligatory upon Jews as members of the covenant 
people—the key question being whether and how much of 
these laws were obligatory for Gentile believers. To which Paul 
had replied that only faith was necessary (Rom 3:19-20, 27— 
31; 9:30-2; Gal 2:15-16). Here the thought is broadened, or 
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deepened. By ‘works’ the author here seems to mean any 
product of human effort: salvation is wholly and solely a 
‘gift’ (v. 8). There is no scope for boasting in oneself, only in 
God (v. 9); the ‘turned-in-upon-oneself-ness’ of the old life (v. 3) 
has been given a new focus and orientation. The outcome is a 
complete contrast to the old way of life—God’s handiwork, a 
new creation on the template of Christ, ‘good works’ such as 
God had made humankind for in the beginning (v. 10; cf. 
4:24; I Cor 3:10-15). There should be a contrast, should there 
not, between a life lived by grace, through faith, in Christ 
(v. 10), and a life determined by the desires of flesh and 
mind (v. 3)? 


(2:11-22) The New Humanity The same ground is covered 
again ina second review of the readers’ transition from past to 
present (cf. 5:8). This time, however, the review is not from the 
more general perspective (death to life) but from the Jewish 
perspective on Gentile disqualification from grace. The as- 
sumption is that God’s saving purpose for humankind had 
been worked out through Israel, that Gentiles had hitherto 
been strangers to that promise, but that now through Christ 
the blessing of access to God and peace with God was open to 
all. The resulting new reality (the ‘new humanity’, v. 15) is 
sometimes understood as a third race (Christians) replacing 
the old division of the world into Jews and Gentiles (Lincoln 
1990: 144). However, it would be more in tune with the 
paragraph to speak of the new humanity rather as the Israel 
which no longer defined itself by separation from the other 
nations but which is redefined to embrace all who believe in 
(Israel’s) God through Christ (cf: Rom 2:28-9; 4:11-12; Gal 
3:28—9; Phil 3:3). Either way, fundamental is the thought of 
Christianity as continuous with Israel of old and of being 
given to share in Israel’s blessings, and that this has only 
been possible in and through Christ—‘he is our peace’ 
(v. 14). That this new humanity also fulfils God’s purpose 
in creating humankind in the first place will be indicated 
in 4:24. 

wv. 11-12 recall the former disqualification. Characteristic of 
Jewish self-understanding was the conviction that circumci- 
sion was a positive identity marker ‘in the flesh’ which set 
them apart definitively from other nations as God’s elect 
nation (Gen 17:9-14). So much so that the world could be 
divided from a Jewish perspective into ‘the uncircumcision’ 
and ‘the circumcision.—the whole range of differences 
focused in this one feature (as in Gal 2:7-9). Only Jews 
regarded lack of circumcision as something negative; in con- 
trast, the typical Greek regarded circumcision as a form of 
mutilation. The added note that circumcision was 
‘made... by human hands’ is an indication that the writer 
saw this evaluation of ‘circumcision . ..in the flesh’ as a bound- 
ary separating Gentiles from God’s grace to be mistaken. 

v. 12 lists the blessings from which Gentiles had hitherto 
been disqualified in ascending order of importance. Israel was 
not only a nation-state but a religious entity (a matter of 
continuing confusion from that day to this). ‘The covenants 
of promise’ (as in Rom 9:4) either refer to the regularly 
renewed covenant with the patriarchs (starting with Gen 
12:3) or include such key promises as 2 Sam 7:12-14. The 
worst state to be in is ‘having no hope [cf. 1 Thess 4:13] and 
without God in the world’. 
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‘But now in Christ Jesus’ (v. 13) those disqualifications have 
been removed from the nations (Gentiles). This is the subject 
of wy. 13-18, anicely structured passage (chiasmus) where the 
repeated references to ‘far off/near’ and ‘peace’ (wv. 13-14, 17; 
echoing Isa 57:19; see also 6:15) bracket the central imagery of 
hostility reconciled ‘in him’ (wv. 14-16; see Schnackenburg 
1991: 106). The key to understanding the passage is the 
recognition that the writer sees two hostilities/antagonisms 
as interrelated. He assumes the Jewish view (cf. 4:17—-18) that 
Gentiles, by definition cut off from the grace given through 
Israel’s God-given covenant(s), are distant from God (cf. Isa 
49:1; 66:18—19; Acts 2:39) and in need of reconciliation with 
God (cf. Rom 5:10; Col 1:21). But that enmity had become 
entangled and confused with enmity between Jew and Gen- 
tile. Both were expressed in ‘the dividing wall’ (v. 14), possibly 
an allusion to the barrier which marked off ‘the court of the 
Gentiles’ from ‘the court of Israel’ in the Jerusalem temple, 
and which Gentiles could not breach except on pain of 
death—symbolizing Gentile exclusion from the presence of 
God. But the main barrier was formed by the law, with par- 
ticular reference to the rules (especially purity and food rules) 
which reinforced the separation of Jew from Gentile (v. 15; cf. 
Acts 10:9-16, 28, 34—-5; Gal 2:11-16; Col 2:16, 21). 

Consequently, for easily understandable psychological and 
social, as wellas religious reasons, atthe heart of Paul’s gospel 
(himself a Jew) was the claim that God in Christ had resolved 
both antagonisms, and that the one could not be reconciled in 
isolation from the other. The two being made one was integral 
to peace with God (wy. 14-15); reconciliation of either was 
possible only as reconciliation of both (v. 16). The theology 
of the cross at this point is an elaboration of the earlier 2 Cor 
5:17-21 (cf. Col 1:22; 2:14). But it contains overtones of a self- 
sacrifice acknowledged by both sides as ending an ancient 
blood feud, and echoes of the sacrifice which bonded the 
parties to the covenant in Gen 15:7—21. The difference is that 
the one thus sacrificed continues to serve as and to maintain 
the bond thus created ‘in him’ (wv. 13, 17). The final imagery of 
v. 18 is of the reconciled peoples now able together to pass 
through the barrier which had previously divided them and 
together to celebrate their reconciliation in joint worship 
made possible by their common participation in the one Spirit 
(43-4; cf. again Phil 3:3); 3:12 says the same thing in comple- 
mentary terms. 

The outcome is not a new national or international entity, 
but individuals of all nations now sharing in privileges pre- 
viously thought to be limited to Israel as a nation (v. 19; 3:6)— 
‘fellowcitizens with the saints [see 1:4; cf. Phil 3:20; Heb 
12:22-3] and members of the household of God’ (RSV; cf. 
Gal 6:10; 1 Tim 3:15; Heb 3:5—6). Those who enjoyed security 
both of citizenship and family /household membership would 
have been in a minority in many ancient cities. 

The imagery of the last three verses (20-2) changes to that 
of a building, in particular a temple. The image was a natural 
one (cf. e.g. Mt 7:24-7; 1 Cor 3:9—11, 16; 1 Pet 2:5). There are 
three significant features here. First, the mention of ‘the 
apostles and prophets’ as the foundation (v. 20; contrast 
1 Cor 3:11); given the order, the ‘prophets’ are probably Chris- 
tian prophets (cf. 3:5; 4:11; 1 Cor 12:28). The implication seems 
to be that a foundation period is being looked back to (cf: Rev 
21:14). Second, Christ is the cornerstone; that is, either the 
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keystone or capstone, given that the role of foundation has 
already been filled (Lincoln 1990: 155-6); or the cornerstone, 
the first stone laid in the foundation, in relation to which all 
other parts of the foundation were aligned (Schnackenburg 
1991: 124). The metaphor was drawn from Isa 28:16 (under- 
stood as foundation) and in early Christian apologetic was 
often combined with Ps 118:22 (Mt 21:42; Rom 9:33; 10:11; 
1 Pet 2:4, 6-8). Third, bringing the paragraph (wv. 11-22) toa 
climax is the emphasis on the harmonious interrelatedness of 
the whole structure (see also 4:16). To be noted is the fact that 
it is conceived as a growing (not a static) unity, a growth 
dependent on harmonious working together (v. 21), an on- 
going process (the tenses are all present continuous) which 
can only happen and be maintained ‘in the Lord’. 

The end result (3:22) will be a people—no longer defined in 
national or ethnic terms—which functions as ‘a dwelling 
place for God’. This is the hope which always lies behind the 
sacramental focus of God’s presence in human-built temple 
or earthly grown bread and wine—a people as the mode of 
God’s presence and action in the world (cf. Ex 19:5-6; Lev 
26:11-12; Ezek 37:27; 1 Pet 2:5)—butwhich so often falls out of 
focus (cf. e.g. Isa 1:10—-17; Acts 7:48—9; 1 Cor 10-11). The triadic 
formulation—for God, in the Spirit, interlocked through 
Christ and growing together in Christ—reflects the theolog- 
ical logic which led inexorably to the subsequent Trinitarian 
understanding of God (cf. 1:3-14). 


(3:1-13) Paul’s Stewardship of the Great Mystery A personal 
statement in self-defence is quite a common feature in Paul’s 
letters—earlier over his apostleship (Gal 1:1-2:10; 1 Cor 15:8- 
Ir), or missionary practice (1 Cor 9; 2 Cor1o—12), or regarding 
his travel plans (e.g. Rom 1:9—15). Initially ch. 3 looks like a 
further example and provides one of the strongest supports 
for the view that the letter was written by Paul himself. But as 
the paragraph unfolds, the claims made move well beyond 
anything Paul ever claimed for himself earlier—a sustained 
measure of boasting in spiritual insight and commission with 
which the earlier Paul would probably have been uncomfort- 
able (contrast e.g. Rom 11:13, 25; 16:25—6; 1 Cor 7:40; 14:37—8; 
2 Cor 10:13—-18; 12:1-13). It may thus ease the problem and 
make for a more consistent picture of Paul to conclude that 
these are the words of a close, ardent disciple of Paul rather 
than of Paul himself. 

The opening self-identification as ‘the prisoner of Christ’ 
(v. 1; also 4:1; but note the definite article) is paralleled only in 
Philem 1 and 9 (cf. also Phil 1:7); it thus reflects the mood of 
the prison epistles, Paul’s imprisonment providing both op- 
portunity to survey his previous ministry and affording fresh 
opportunity for witness (cf. Phil 1:13-17; Philem 10, 13). Char- 
acteristic of Paul is his conviction that his calling was ‘for the 
sake of the Gentiles’ (v. 1 Gal 1:16; Rom 11:13) and that he had 
been given a special engracement for the work (vv. 2, 7, 8; cf. 
Rom 1:5; 15:15—-16; 1 Cor 9:17; 15:10; Gal 2:7—9; Col 1:29). At the 
end of the paragraph too (v. 13) there is an awkwardly com- 
pressed twin Pauline theme that present sufferings fore- 
shadow future glory (Rom 5:2-5; 8:17—21; 2 Cor 4:16-17) and 
that Paul’s sufferings work to his converts’ benefit (2 Cor 1:6; 
4:7-12; Gal 4:19; Col 1:24; 2 Tim 2:10). 

But the main burden of the self-testimony here is the 
revelation made known to Paul regarding ‘the mystery’ and 
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Paul’s understanding of it (vv. 3-4), to which he had previously 
briefly alluded (1:9—10). It had also been revealed to ‘his holy 
apostles and prophets’ (v. 5; see 2:20). But the emphasis 
quickly reverts to the fact that it was Paul who, first and fore- 
most, and despite being ‘the very least of all the saints’ (cf. 
1 Cor 15:9; on ‘saints’ see EPH 1:2), had been given the com- 
mission (3:7—8) to unveil this mystery (3:9—11). 

‘Mystery’ is a term which echoes the language and perspec- 
tive of Jewish apocalypses (already in Dan 2:18-19, 27-30; see 
eg. Caragounis 1977). Typically the thought is of the divine 
purpose: it had been firm from the beginning (v. 11), but had 
been hidden through the generations (wv. 5, 9; Rom 16:25; Col 
1:26), only to be revealed now at the appointed time, at the 
climax of the ages (cf. 1 Cor 10:11; Gal 4:4). Jewish apocalypses 
and the Qumran community make similar claims regarding 
their own insights. 

The Christian insight, particularly of Paul, however, is quite 
distinctive. The mystery as now unfolded was different from 
the mysteries perceived by their fellow Jews. It was to the 
effect that God’s purpose from the beginning had been to 
give the Gentiles a share in the same inheritance, the same 
body, the same promise (as Israel) ‘in Christ Jesus’ and 
‘through the gospel’ (v. 6). To make known this now revealed 
mystery to the Gentiles and to everyone (but ‘everyone’ might 
not be part of the original text) was Paul’s special commission 
(vv. 8-9). 

The thought is certainly consistent with Paul’s earlier refer- 
ences to the divine mystery—particularly Paul’s first unveiling 
of the mystery to resolve the excruciating problem of Israel’s 
rejection of the gospel (Rom 11:25-32). That the mystery 
focuses on the Jew/Gentile issue and involves the removal of 
the theological significance of that distinction is less to the 
fore in Col 1:27, but is clearly central here in Ephesians 
(cf. 2:11-22). The language and imagery underline how 
crucial the issue was at the beginning of Christianity: 
the gospel as an invitation to all to share in the special 
relationship with God which both the Jewish and the Chris- 
tian Bible assumes to have been Israel’s special and distinct- 
ive prerogative, but only (Christians add) prior to the 
coming of Messiah Jesus (cf. Gal 3:29). If a text like this 
still speaks, then a sense of continuity with Israel, but trans- 
posed into a different key, remains fundamental for Christian 
self-understanding. 

As in Col 1:27, 2:2, and 4:3, the mystery is embodied, 
unveiled, and implemented in Christ (vv. 4, 8-9, 1% cf. 5:32; 
6:19). Inevitably and unavoidably Christ is the key to and 
reason for the distinctiveness of the Christian mystery (cf. 
1 Cor 1:24—Christ ‘the wisdom of God’). Presumably it was 
the impact Jesus made in his ministry (in regard to sinners 
discounted by ‘the righteous’), and, in Paul’s case particularly 
the impact of Christ’s post-crucifixion encounter with Paul 
(the two cannot have been at odds otherwise Christianity 
would have fallen apart), which caused the first believers to 
see that God’s grace was for all equally and without reference 
to national, racial, or social identity (cf: Gal 2:5—16; 3:28). As 
Paul saw so clearly, it followed, as day follows night, that a 
gospel which failed to preach that message was no gospel and 
a church which failed to livethat message was no church. The 
Christ in whom such differences are not wholly discounted is 
not the Christ of God’s mystery. 
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As at the end of ch. 1, the cosmic dimensions of the divine 
purpose are not overlooked. It is the plan of the Creator which 
is in view (v. 9); there is no divorce between creation and 
salvation here (cf. Col 1:20). The audience in view in this 
unfolding of divine wisdom is not just every person but every 
power that can be envisaged or feared (v. 10; see 1:21). And as 
in 1:22-3, the church is the medium through which and stage 
on which this richly diverse wisdom of God is enacted (v. 10; 
cf. 3:21). At the very least that should mean that the church is 
(or should be) the prototype and test bed for reconciliation 
between peoples and between humankind and the creation of 
which it is part. 

The thought unwinds with a reminder of the supreme gift 
which Christ has brought: that ‘in him’ there can be a boldness 
and confidence of access to God (v. 12; cf. 2:18; Heb 4:16; 7:25; 
1 Pet 3:18), a boldness and confidence made possible precisely 
because of the insight embodied in the gospel regarding 
God’s ‘unsearchable riches’ and ‘many-sided wisdom’ 
(mytr.), concerning the character of creation and his purpose 
for all humankind. In Christ it is given to know the character 
of God as nowhere else so clearly, and through the trust which 
Christ inspires, or ‘through faith in him’ (cf: 3:17), hamankind 
in its rich diversity can draw near to this God with boldness 


(cf. Rom 8:15-16). 


(3:14-21) The Opening Prayer Resumed In effect everything 
from 1:3 to 3:21 is an extended prayer. The section 2:13:13 is as 
it were a meditative break within the prayer proper—on the 
effect of conversion (2:1-10), on the reconciliation of former 
hostility between Jew and Gentile (2:11-22), and on the divine 
mystery committed to Paul (3:1-13). The meditation has been 
of such a lofty character, rising repeatedly to praise for the 
wonder of God’s purpose now enacted in Christ, that the spirit 
of prayer has scarcely been diminished. But now the medita- 
tion passes back to prayer proper and the prayer at the end of 
such a profound meditation is drawn to a fitting conclusion. 

As throughout the preceding chapters, the object of the 
prayer and devotion is God alone. To kneel is the appropriate 
acknowledgement of humble submission before and depend- 
ence on such an overwhelming majesty (v. 14; cf. Rom 14:11; 
Phil 2:10-11). At the same time, it is God experienced and 
approached as Father (v. 14) which is the distinctive Christian 
feature (Lk 11:2; Rom 8:15—16; Gal 4:6-—7). And it is no incon- 
sistency for Christians to recognize that this same God is the 
source of every family and nation’s identity (v. 15)—the name 
indicating the character of the named (cf. Ps 147:4). 

The petition echoes the earlier prayer in 1:17—19. Butit falls 
more clearly into two parts. The first (3:16-17) is a prayer for 
the addressees’ spiritual condition. The source is again the 
riches of God’s glory: ‘glory’ here is almost synonymous with 
‘grace’ as in 1:7; God’s grace is his glory. The concern is that 
they should be strengthened in their innermost being (cf. 
Rom 7:22; 2 Cor 4:16; 1 Pet 3:4); sustained firmness of con- 
viction, commitment, and motivation will be in view (cf. Col 
1:11). The means is God’s Spirit, as the powerful presence of 
God at work within the depths of human discipleship and 
within the human situation. 

It may seem surprising that the prayer (v. 17) is for Christ to 
dwell in their hearts (the tense denotes ‘come to dwell’ rather 
than ‘continue to dwell’). Had Christ not already come to dwell 
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in the hearts of believers, at their conversion (cf. Rom 8:10; 
Gal 2:20; Col 1:27)? But believers do often pray for something 
(e.g. the presence of God’s Spirit in their worship) which they 
believe or hope to be already the case. Such a prayer is a 
natural expression of concerned piety. Here it reminds us 
that we should not transform such language (Christ indwell- 
ing the heart) into formal definitions or dogmas which can 
then be used to classify ‘genuine’ conversion or faith. Or else 
we should say that the prayer is for believers to be converted 
afresh every day. The ‘faith’ here refers back to the faith men- 
tioned in 3:12. To be noted also is the overlap between the 
Spirit and Christ (vv. 16-17): being strengthened through the 
Spirit and Christ indwelling are not clearly distinct experi- 
ences (cf. Rom 8:9—11; 1 Cor 6:17; 12:46). 

It is equally important to recognize that this spiritual 
strengthening and indwelling is ‘rooted and founded in love’ 
(v. 17, my tr.; note the echo of Col 2:7). The double metaphor (a 
living plant, a well-constructed building) was typical of Jere- 
miah (e.g. 1:9—10; 18:7—9; 24:6; 31:28) and is used by Paulin 1 
Cor 3:10-14. The love will presumably be God’s initiating love 
and the divinely enabled human love in response, directed 
both to God and to the neighbour (Mk 12:28-33). 

Asin the first partof the prayer proper (1:15—23), so here, the 
second petition pushes through the constraints of human 
language and imagery (3:18-19). It is a prayer once again for 
knowledge (as in 1:17-19)—but such knowledge! (1) To 
comprehend (impossible!) what we might describe as the 
four dimensions (a not uncommon metaphor—Lincoln 
1990: 207-13; Schnackenburg 1991: 150-1) of God’s love 
(the Gk. sentence in v. 18 is incomplete); ‘with all the saints’ 
is a reminder that only a church conscious of its own 
dimensions through time and space can even begin to hope 
for the realization of sucha prayer. (2) To know (in experience) 
the love of Christ which goes beyond knowledge (v. 19), 
where words and metaphors and symbols are inadequate 
to the task of describing such experience (cf. Col 2:2—3). (3) 
With the result that they may be filled with all God’s 
fullness! What Col 1:19 and 2:9 ascribed to Christ alone, 
Ephesians prays may be true also of the church (1:23; 3:19)! 
The goal for the church is nothing less than that it embody 
the presence and love of God in the way that Christ did (cf. 
4:13). Here the sequence of clauses implies that such a filling 
is the effect of appreciating and experiencing the mystery of 
God’s love. 

The prayer is brought fittingly to an end by a benediction 
(vv. 20-1) whose enthusiastic language matches the hyperbole 
of the preceding petition (cf. Rom 11:33—6). Sucha petition can 
be put forward since it is addressed to a God whose goodwill 
and enabling grace far exceed human imagining (cf: Phil 4:7). 
He ‘is able to do beyond everything, infinitely more than we 
ask or think’ (v. 20, my tr.); as elsewhere in Ephesians, the 
language tumbles over itself in the attempt to express the 
completeness of trust beyond vision (cf. 1:19). To be noted, 
however, is that the enabling power is already ‘at work within 
us’. 

The final doxology (v. 21) ascribes glory to God both in the 
church and in Christ Jesus, since Christ in life, death, and 
resurrection is the paradigm of the one who most fully ac- 
knowledges God and the character of God, and since the 
church is the body of people on earth whose commitment is 
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precisely both to live from and to live out that same acknow- 
ledgement. 


The Exhortation (4:1-6:20) 


(4:1-6) The Church in its Calling and Confession Paul’s reg- 
ular practice in his letters was to attach a sequence of appro- 
priate exhortations to the main body of his letter. Here, even 
though chs. 1-3 have been more prayer than exposition, the 
same practice is followed. Chs. 4-6 contain mostly instruc- 
tion (1) on how Christians should understand their mutual 
interdependence as the church (4:1-16) and (2) how they 
should conduct themselves in their lives within the world 
(4:17-5:20), (3) in their mutual responsibilities as households 
(5:21-6:9), and (4) in their battle against spiritual forces 
(6:10-20). 

The exhortation begins with Paul’s characteristic ‘I exhort 
you (v. 1; cf. Rom 12:1; 1 Thess 4:1), here with the same recall to 
his status as ‘the prisoner’ as in 3:1. The metaphor for daily 
conduct (‘lead life’) is ‘to walk’, a metaphor Jewish in origin 
(halakh means ‘walk’; hence halakah, rules for conduct), 
which presumably reflects the fact that most moral issues 
arise from one’s various contacts with others as one ‘walks 
about’. The thought is not so much thata particular lifestyle or 
career can be regarded as a ‘calling’, as that the whole of life 
should be lived as an expression of and response to God’s 
summons to live for him (cf. 1 Cor 1:26; 7:20; 1 Thess 2:12; 2 
Thess 1:11). 

No first-century Christian would need reminding that such 
a calling inevitably meant working and co-operating with 
others, with all the strains, misunderstandings, hurt feelings, 
and irritations which that involved. The church could never be 
reduced to a sequence of disparate individuals. The key to 
effective mutual co-operation is given in 4:2-3: a proper hum- 
bleness and meekness in self-esteem (very un-macho charac- 
teristics; cf. Phil 2:3 and Col 3:12); (2) patience and forbearance 
in love (cf. 1 Cor 13:4-5); and (3) an eager determination to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit and the peace which benefits 
all. To be noted is the fact that this unity is given by the Spirit, 
arising out of the shared experience of the one Spirit (cf. 1 Cor 
12:13; Phil 2:1); it is not created by Christians, but can be 
destroyed by them! The peace of God (cf. 2:14—15) can function 
as a bond when there is genuine mutual respect (cf. Col 3:14- 
15): 

The confession of 4:4—6 reinforces this unity by recalling 
its scope. It has an unconscious triadic structure—‘one Spirit, 
one Lord, one God’ (had it been more deliberate presumably 
‘one Spirit’ would have come first in 4:4). By giving ‘one God’ 
the climactic position (4:6), and attaching to it the four ‘all’s, 
thewriter reminds his readers thatthe ultimate foundation of 
Christian unity is God both in his oneness and in his allness 
as Creator (cf. Rom 11:36). The confession of Christ as ‘one 
Lord’ is in tune with this monotheism, or else Christian faith 
is misconfessed (cf. 1 Cor 8:6; 15:24-8; Phil 2:9-11). The 
importance of this distinctively Jewish emphasis on God as 
one is a reminder that the principal strains on Christian unity 
at this period came from the inclusion of Gentiles into Israel’s 
privileged status (2:11-22). 

That the ‘one Spirit’ gives the body its actual (as distinct 
from its confessional) oneness (v. 4), both as a shared experi- 
ence (v. 3) and through the manifold workings of the Spirit’s 
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engracements, is spelled out more fully in 1 Cor 12:13-26 and 
Rom 12:4-8 (see also EPH 4:7—-16). The ‘calling’ is one, because 
itis common to all believers (1:18; 4:1), without respect to rank 
or ability. In v. 5 the ‘one faith’ will have in mind in particular 
what was probably one of the earliest baptismal confessions, 
‘Jesus is Lord’ (cf. Rom 10:9). The focus of unity is not so 
much a common formulation or common ritual as acommon 
Lord; somewhat surprisingly, the Lord’s Supper is not men- 
tioned. 


(4:7-16) The Character and Purpose of Ministry in the Body of 
Christ The paragraph isa rich elaboration of the earlier Rom 
12:48 and 1 Cor 12:4-31. Here too it is stressed at the points of 
emphasis (beginning and end, wv. 7, 16): (1) that the effective 
functioning of the church as Christ’s body depends on the 
recognition that each member has a function within the body 
and on each exercising that function; and (2) that each func- 
tion is appointed and its exercise made effective by the en- 
abling (engracement) which comes from Christ. The terms 
used are slightly different: the earlier Paul had spoken of 
‘charism’ (charisma) as the function exercised in accordance 
with the ‘grace’ (charis) given (Rom 12:6-8); here the talk is of 
‘grace’ given in accordance with the measure of Christ’s gift 
(v. 7). And in Rom 12 and 1 Cor 12 the head is simply another 
part of the body, whereas here Christ is the head of the body 
(v.16; cf. 1:22). Butthe basic imagery is the same; that is, of the 
body as the model ofa unity which is constituted by diversity, a 
unity which actually depends on the reality of mutual inter- 
dependence being expressed through the diverse engrace- 
ments of its different members. 

‘The gift ofthe Messiah’ (v. 7, mytr.) is elaborated in wv. 8-11. 
First (v. 8) by citing Ps 68:18, a passage lauding YHWH’s 
triumph over Israel’s enemies. Hereitis taken as a description 
of Christ’s exaltation, presumably in the same vein as 1 Cor 
15:24—-6 and Col 2:15. And the text speaks of him giving rather 
than receiving gifts—the character of Christ’s triumph! But 
we know of a Jewish targum (interpretative translation) of the 
same passage which referred it to Moses and read it in a very 
similar way—Moses giving the law. So the reading here would 
have been quite acceptable. 

The interpretation of the Psalm, which is appended (4:9- 
10), is probably a very early expression of the belief that Christ 
descended into the place of the dead (‘the lower parts of the 
earth’; cf. Ps 63:9; Mt 12:40; 1 Pet 3:19) prior to his ascension 
‘far above all the heavens’ (cf. 1:3, 20; 2:6; Heb 4:14; 7:26). 
Some think a reference to incarnation is intended by the talk 
of descent, but the language and imagery are focused solely on 
the benefits and universal effect (cf. 1:23) of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion and exaltation triumph; and a reference to Christ descend- 
ing at Pentecost would be exceptional (Dunn 1989: 186-7). 

‘The gift of the Messiah’ is elaborated, secondly, by item- 
izing the particular gifts given to the church (v. 11). The 
sequence of ‘apostles... prophets ...teachers’ reflects the 
same evaluation as 1 Cor 12:28—apostles as church founders 
(e.g. 1 Cor 9:2), prophets and teachers as the most vital min- 
istries in a church (Acts 13:1; Rom 12:6—7). Unexpected is the 
insertion of ‘evangelists’ as the third item (cf. Acts 21:8), and 
the linking of the fourth item as ‘pastors and teachers’— 
presumably reflecting an understanding of the church as 
both evangelistic and pastoral in concern. 


1174 


The other major elaboration of the earlier imagery of the 
church as Christ’s body (vv. 12-16) is in terms of the purpose 
of these gifts and the character of the body’s growth. Note- 
worthy is the fact that these ministries do not constitute the 
whole of the body’s ministry, but are intended ‘for the equip- 
ment or making ready of the saints: for the work of ministry, 
for the building up of Christ’s body’ (v. 12, my tr.; the punctu- 
ation is important here; otherwise Lincoln 1990: 253). The 
ministry of the appointed few is to facilitate the ministry of all. 
Only so, presumably, can all come to the unity of the faith 
(v. 13): the unity of the confession (4:3-6) depends on the 
interactive ministries of the many (vv. 7, 16), in other words, 
a dynamic and not a static unity. The goal (and test—1 Cor 
14:3-5, 12, 17, 26) is always the upbuilding of the body. Here 
the voice is indeed still the voice of Paul. 

This point is reinforced by the following description of the 
unity of the body as a process, a process of growth, a unity to be 
attained (v. 13) as well as maintained (4:3). Here it is character- 
ized as a unity of faith in and knowledge of God’s son: trust 
does not exclude knowledge (cf. 1 Cor 13:12; Phil 3:8, 10); 
experience does not render trust unnecessary (cf. 2 Cor 12:1- 
10; Gal 4:9). The goal is maturity. The measure of that matur- 
ity is the Christ (cf. Col 1:28). What is in view, it should be 
noted, is a corporate maturity: such maturity is not possible 
for the individual; it is possible only for the church, and for the 
individual as part of the body of Christ. 

A negative measure of such maturity (v. 14) is the church’s 
ability to steer a straight course when the winds and waves of 
doctrinal speculation beat upon it—an odd change of meta- 
phor within the sustained metaphor of the body (probably 
alluding to Isa 57:20; cf. Jas 1:6). The threat is all the more 
serious when human deceit (as in a dice game) and malice are 
involved, deliberate attempts to promote discordant views or 
counter ideologies, designed (we may infer) to boost some 
individual’s or group’s status or reputation. Here again, dis- 
cernment as a gift to the congregation as a whole must nor- 
mally be given precedence over the claimed insight of one or 
two. This fear of false teaching arising within the church 
smacks very much of a second-generation concern (cf. 1 Tim 
4:1; Heb 13:9). 

The final elaboration of the body metaphor (vv. 15-16) 
reverts tothe imagery of growth, with Christ as both the goal 
and the source of its enabling (cf. 2:21; Col 2:19). The physi- 
ology implied is strange to modern ears, but the force of the 
metaphor is clear. The antithesis to naive childish interest in 
alternative practices or views (v.14; cf. 1 Cor 14:20-5; Heb 5:13— 
14) is ‘speaking the truth in love’ (v. 15), a balance easy to state 
(truth and love) but hard to practise (cf. Gal 4:16). It will not be 
accidental that the last word (v. 16) is ‘love’ (cf. 5:25). 


(4:17-32) How to Live as the Church in the World There 
follows a section of more general, more or less all-purpose 
paraenesis, which stretches to 5:20. Unlike earlier Pauline 
letters, there seems to be no particular situation (in the Ephe- 
sian church or elsewhere) in view. The first part (vv. 17-24) 
parallels 2:1-10 in structure—a reminder (1) of the readers’ 
Gentile past (vv. 17-19), (2) of their conversion (vv. 20-1), and 
(3) of God’s purpose for them (wv. 22—4). 

As in 2:11-12, the warning presupposes a Jewish perspec- 
tive (vv. 17-19): that Gentile conduct was characterized by the 
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futility of their vaunted reason and darkness of understand- 
ing, alienation from the life of God by their ignorance (cf. 1 Pet 
1:14), and a hardness and callousness expressed in and re- 
inforced by their self-surrender to sexual excess, impurity and 
greed (cf. 5:3; Col 3:5). The judgement is harsh but reflects 
Jewish conviction that they had been privileged with fuller 
insight into God’s will for human conduct, and the generally 
higher sexual standards of Jewish communities (cf. Rom 1:21- 
31). 

The recall to their conversion in this instance focuses on 
what they were then taught (wv. 20-1). Notable here is the 
reference to the Christ as a model for Christian conduct (cf. 
Rom 6:17; 15:1-3; Col 2:6); the ‘truth in Jesus’ is a moral truth. 
The ‘ifindeed’ which begins v. 21 (mytr.; ‘assuming that’ RSV) 
is atypical Pauline cautionary note (cf. Rom 8:9, 17; 1 Cor 15:2; 
Col 1:23). 

The exhortation which follows (vv. 22-32) takes the classic 
form: put off (vices) and put on (virtues) (see e.g. Schweizer 
1979). The imagery is drawn from change of clothes, as 
indicating a change of character and lifestyle, and was familiar 
in the ancient world (here cf. particularly Col 3:8—12); it does 
not necessarily imply that a ritual change of clothes was 
already part of Christian baptism. Something of the moral 
transformation which Christian conversion entailed is here 
indicated (cf. 1 Cor 6:9—11), but also the Christian perception 
of the resulting difference in ethical values. 

To be ‘put off” (cf. Rom 13:12; Jas 1:21; 1 Pet 2:1) is a whole 
wayof life characterized by ‘deceitful desires’ (v.22, my tr.), the 
desire which constantly promises but never fully satisfies, 
which consumes but rarely fulfils; the ‘old nature’ (RSV) is 
marked by the twilight of desire. The antidote and alternative 
is a constant renewal in self-perception (v. 23; cf. Rom 12:2) 
and a daily assumption of and living out (‘put on’) the human- 
ness which God intended and created, marked by the right- 
eousness and holiness of God’s reality (v. 24). Implicit is the 
conviction that Christ is the image of the new humanity, 
the completion of God’s purpose in creating humankind, 
and the template for the recreation of the old humanity into 
the new (cf. 2:15; 4:13; Rom 13:14; Col 3:10). 

The general exhortations which follow (vw. 25-32) focus 
particularly on personal relations and underline the import- 
ance of conversation, as a force for community building and 
as potentially destructive of community (cf. Jas 3:6-12). They 
are based on age-old proverbial wisdom, familiar among both 
Greek and Jewish moralists, but of no less value for that. 
Members of a church (of one another) should be able to speak 
the truth to each other (v. 25, using the words of Zech 8:16). 
The proverb that anger should not be retained beyond night- 
fall, thereby giving scope to the devil, was a valuable elabor- 
ation of the exhortation from Ps 4:4 (vv. 26-7). 

The exhortation about the thief (v. 28) breaks the sequence 
on speaking, but reminds of the transformation brought 
about in some early Christian conversions and of the need to 
reinforce such a conversion by a determined change of motiv- 
ation and lifestyle (cf Rom 12:8; 1 Thess 4:11; Titus 3:14). To 
work in order to give indicates a very different set of values 
from those which normally govern society. 

The final group of exhortations (wv. 29-32) contrasts (in an 
a-b-a-b format) contributions to conversation which are bitter, 
undisciplined, angry, and malicious and thus grieve the Spirit 
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(which should distinguish them as believers, 1:13-14), with 
those which are beneficial, fitting, and impart grace to the 
other, marked by sensitivity, thoughtfulness, and the forgive- 
ness which they themselves had experienced from God in 
Christ (Col 3:13). The mature Christian community is one 
where the Lord’s Prayer petition about forgiveness can be 
prayed with complete sincerity. 


(5:1-20) Walking in the Light The final block of general ex- 
hortations develops the earlier antithesis between the old life 
and the new (cf. 2:1-10 and 4:17—24) in three sharply drawn 
contrasts. First, the contrast between a life modelled on the 
love of God and Christ (vv. 1-2) and a life mismatched with 
the vices which warrant the anger of God (vv. 3-7). Second, the 
repeated contrast between light and darkness, between a life 
in the light, open to and in turn reflecting light’s searching 
rays, and a life full of hidden shamefulness (vv. 8-14). And 
finally, the contrasts between unwisdom and wisdom, be- 
tween a life which characteristically gains its inspiration 
from strong drink and a life whose character and direction is 
given by the Spirit (vv. 15-20). 

As the first sequence of general exhortations was marked by 
a recall to their discipleship of Christ (4:20), so the second 
sequence begins with a striking double call to take both God 
and Christ as the model for personal relationships and con- 
duct (wv. 1-2). Paul elsewhere speaks of imitating Christ (1 Cor 
11:1; 1 Thess 1:6), but not of imitating God. The thought here, 
however, is of the child taking the loving parent as a model, 
and alludes particularly to God’s forgiveness (following from 
4:32) and mercy (cf. Lk 6:36); see further Wild (1985). So too 
their conduct (walk) is to be modelled on Christ’s self-giving 
(cf. 5:25; Gal 2:20) and sacrifice (cf. Phil 4:18 echoing Ex 
29:18) as a governing principle. 

Another vice list (vv. 3-5) warns against sexual sins in 
particular, beginning with a repetition of the characterization 
of their former lifestyle (4:19) and adding porneia (illicit sexual 
relations), one of the most regular members of such lists (e.g. 
Mk 7:21; Gal 5:19; Col 3:5). Evidently the exploitation and 
abuse of sex was as seductive and as destructive then as now. 
Gossip about such matters should be discouraged lest it pro- 
mote any implication that they don’t matter. Conversation 
between close friends can so easily degenerate into shaming 
and foolish talk, and become caught in the swamp between 
buffoonery and boorishness (where Aristotle located the 
uncommon third term in v. 4); this is a further reflection on 
the dangers of too casual speech (4:29-32). Christian 
conversation should be marked instead by a spirit of thankful- 
ness (V. 4). 

The vice list is rounded off by a reminder that the sexually 
promiscuous, the dirty-minded, and the greedy or covetous 
person (but the terms are masculine) will not share the in- 
heritance of God’s kingdom (v. 5). This talk about inheriting 
the kingdom was evidently fairly common in earliest Chris- 
tianity (1 Cor 6:9—-10; Gal 5:21; cf. Rev 21:8; 22:15). It linked 
effectively into the most prominent feature of Jesus’ proc- 
lamation (about the kingdom of God, e.g. Mk 1:15), but here 
reflects also the developed understanding of the exalted Christ 
as sharing in God’s kingly rule (cf. Lk 22:29—30; 1 Cor 15:24-8; 
Col 1:13). It also links further back into the idea of Gentiles 
sharing in Israel’s inheritance (1:14, 18). The abhorrence of 
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idolatry was particularly Jewish, both as a fundamental sin 
and as associated with the three sins just named. The idolatry 
and debauchery of the golden calf episode remained an un- 
healed sore in Israel’s conscience (e.g. 1 Cor 10:6—8). But the 
folly of taking another as god, rather than the one Lord God of 
Israel, had been a lesson requiring frequent repetition. 

They should beware of empty and deceptive words on this 
point (v. 6; cf. Rom 16:18; Col 2:4, 8). The evident fact was that 
human society functioned in accord with the moral order in 
which God had set it: as in Rom 1:18-32, the wrath or anger 
of God can be understood in terms of the community- 
destructive outworkings of such self-indulgence (v. 6; cf. 
2:2-3). The degenerative effect of promiscuous and selfishly 
acquisitive company (v. 7) is contrasted with the opening call 
to unconditional and sacrificial love (wv. 1-2). 

The second set of contrasts are between light and darkness 
(vv. 8-14), a common metaphorical usage in religions gener- 
ally to express the sharpness of the antithesis between new 
and old, between truth newly perceived and the old miscon- 
ceptions. In the OT cf. e.g. Ps 36:9; 82:5; Prov 4:14—19; Eccl 
2:13; a prominent contrast in the Dead Sea scrolls is between 
‘the sons of light’ (the Qumran covenanters) and ‘the sons of 
darkness’ (the rest); in the NT see e.g. Mt 6:22—3; Acts 26:18; 2 
Cor 4:6; Col 1:12-13; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Jn 1:6. 

The elaboration of the contrast here is a blend of the con- 
ventional and the more distinctively Christian. All would 
agree that goodness, righteousness, and truth are desirable 
virtues (v. 9), thata religious person will want to learn ‘what is 
pleasing’ to God (v. 10), and that part of the effectiveness of the 
imagery of light lies in the power of light to expose what would 
otherwise be hidden from sight (vv. 11-13). The distinctive 
Christian claim is that the light (the real, most effective light) 
is ‘in the Lord’ (v. 8). Equally characteristic of Paul’s teaching 
is the claim thatdiscernment of what pleases the Lord (v. 10) is 
given by renewal of the mind and through the Spirit (Rom 
12:2; I Cor 2:14—15; Phil 1:9—-10; 1 Thess 5:19-22). The power of 
light to expose the unsavoury and shameful recalls such pas- 
sages as Jn 3:20 and 1 Cor 14:14—25 and echoes the warning 
notes of Mk 4:21-2 and Rom 13:11-14. 

v. 14 may be a snatch of an early hymn (such as may be 
found under a heading such as ‘The Gospel’ in older hymn- 
books today). If sung by early congregations it would function 
both as a recall to their conversion, as a reminder (like Rom 
13:11) that falling asleep is a constant threat to be resisted, and 
as a promise of final waking from sleep, resurrection from 
death, and enlightenment from Christ. 

In the final paragraph the contrast between unwisdom and 
wisdom (vv. 15-17) in effect draws upon the accumulated 
wisdom of Proverbs, Ben Sira, the teaching of Jesus gathered 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and so on. But it adds the 
ominous note recalled from 2:2 that such wisdom is needed 
because the context of the life of faith is stamped by evil (v. 16). 
That is why conduct must be ‘careful’ (v. 15; still attractive is the 
older KJV translation, ‘walk circumspectly’) and the signifi- 
cant time (the sense of the Gk. word used here) must be 
‘bought up’ (v. 16). The latter exhortation is just the same in 
Col 4:5, and the metaphor more evocative than clear, but the 
emphasis is presumably on discerning and acting upon all too 
scarce opportunities for good and the gospel in the midst of 
lives which are all too pressurized and constricted. v. 17 pre- 
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sumably says the same thing in terms closer to those already 
used in v. 10. 

The last contrast vividly recalls Acts 2:1-4, 12-16 and re- 
minds us that many of the earliest Christian gatherings for 
worship were marked by spiritual exuberance (vv. 18-20). As 
at Pentecost the effect of the Spirit could give an impression of 
drunkenness. The difference is that strong drink taken in 
excess resulted in debauchery and dissipation (cf. again 
Rom 13:13). In contrast, fullness of the Spirit came to expres- 
sion most characteristically in various psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs, by which the congregation was instructed, 
God was praised from the heart, and life lived in a spirit of 
thankfulness to God. To be noted is the fact that being filled 
with the Spirit is not regarded as a once-for-all event; the 
exhortation is to be (constantly or repeatedly) filled with 
the Spirit (see further Fee 1994). The distinction between 
the various forms of song is unclear (as in Col 3:16), but 
presumably includes OTpsalms, hymns which came to birth 
in Christianity (such as Lk 1:46-55 and perhaps Phil 2:6-11), 
and spontaneous charismatic songs (cf. 1 Cor 14:15, 26). As 
elsewhere in Paul prayer is made not so much to Christ as to 
God the Father through Christ (cf. Rom 7:25; 2 Cor 1:20; Col 


3:17). 


(5:21-6:9) Household Rules What follows is constructed on 
the framework ofa table of rules for good management of the 
household (Balch 1981). Household management was a com- 
mon concern of political theorists and ethicists in the ancient 
world. Naturally so, since the household was generally under- 
stood to be the basic unit of the state or society. The health of 
society and stability of the state therefore depended on the 
basic relationships within the household—husband and wife, 
father and children, master and slaves. The second and third 
generation of Christians shared this concern: no doubt partly 
to demonstrate the good citizenship of small house churches 
which might otherwise have seemed subversive of traditional 
social values; but no doubt partly also as a means of bearing 
good witness to the quality and character of the Christian 
household (see Schweizer 1979). 

The structure is particularly close to that of Col 3:18—4:1, 
which probably provided the precedent for those which fol- 
lowed (here and 1 Pet 2:18-3:7; cf. e.g. Titus 2:1-10; Didache 
4:9-11; 1 Clem 21:6-9). The core teaching is fairly conven- 
tional (good ethics are by no means exclusively Christian). But 
the conventional is transformed by the Christian sense that all 
relationships have to be lived ‘in the Lord’ and with the unself- 
ish, sacrificial love of Christ as the pattern and inspiration. 

In the first part of the rule (5:21-33) the transformation 
begins at once. That wives should be subjectto their husbands 
(5:22; Col 3:18; 1 Pet 3:1) accorded with the moral sensibilities 
of the time; here we need to recall that in the law and ethos of 
the time households were patriarchal institutions and that the 
paterfamilias (father of the family) had absolute power over 
the other members of the family. But the rule is already 
softened by prefacing it witha call to be subject to one another 
(5:21; cf. Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 5:5): ina Christian household the power 
of the paterfamilias was not absolute. And the reminder that 
wifely submission is to be ‘as to the Lord’ (5:22) sets the whole 
relationship within the primary context of mutual disciple- 


ship (cf. Mk 10:42-5). 
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Itis true that the placing of the relationship of husband and 
wife parallel to that of Christ and church (5:23—4) seems to set 
the wife in an intrinsically inferior status (cf. 1 Cor 11:3). But 
that again reflects the ethos of the time (the marital law which 
treated wives as the property of their husbands was only 
changed in Britain in the 19th cent.). And the main thrust of 
what follows is clearly intended to transfuse and transform 
that given relationship with the love of Christ. The paradigm 
for the husband is Christ as lover and saviour, not as lord and 
master. 

The beautiful imagery of 5:25-7, so beloved at wedding 
ceremonies, has in view the purificatory bath which the bride 
took prior to and in preparation for the wedding ceremony; 
Christ’s self-giving had an analogous cleansing in view (cf. 
Ezek 16:8-14). Perhaps there is a side glance at baptism, but 
the primary thought is of the (corporate) Christian life as 
equivalent to the time between betrothal and the wedding 
ceremony, the marriage itself only taking place at the return 
of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 11:2; Rev 19:7—8; 21:2, 9-10). The cleansing 
is evidently a spiritual cleansing, and it comes ‘by the word’ 
(5:26; cf. 1 Cor 6:11; Titus 3:5—6; Heb 10:22). 

5:28-33 develops a different aspect of the imagery, drawn 
from Gen 2:24 (5:31; cf. Mt 19:4—6). The idea of ‘the two 
become one flesh’ invites a twofold corollary: that a healthy 
love of the other is inseparable from a healthy respect for 
oneself (5:28—9; cf. Mk 12:31; Rom 13:8-10)—an important 
psychological insight; and that the love of Christ sustains the 
mutual love of husband and wife within the corporate context 
of the church, of their being individually and jointly members 
of his body the church (5:30, 32; cf. Rom 12:5). 

The final exhortation (5:33) maintains the emphasis on each 
and every husband’s responsibility to love his own wife. The 
wife is not so counselled, for the love in view is not marital or 
family love so much as the sacrificial and non-self-serving love 
of the more powerful for the disadvantaged. In a situation of 
given inequality between husband and wife the appropriate 
response of the wife was to respect her husband. 

The second pairing within the household code (as in Col 
3:20-1) is children and parents (6:1-4). As with the submis- 
siveness of wives, so the obligation of obedience to parents 
(6:1) was a widely recognized virtue in the world of the time. 
But again it is qualified by an ‘in the Lord’ (though the phrase 
here is missing from some important MSS). And just as 
noteworthy is the unusual feature in such codes, of children 
being directly addressed; evidently they were regarded as 
responsible members of the house churches where such a 
letter as this would be read out. As in the case of the previous 
exhortation to husbands (5:25-33), so here the basic exhort- 
ation of Col 3:20 is elaborated, on this occasion by drawing in 
the scriptural authority for it—Ex 20:12 and the slightly fuller 
version of Deut 5:16—with the exegetical note inserted to 
point out that this was the first commandment with promise. 
As in other similar cases, the NT writer saw no difficulty in 
applying a promise relating to Israel’s prosperity in the pro- 
mised land to Gentile believers in another part of the Medi- 
terranean world. 

In contrast, the advice to fathers is left stark (6:4). Again itis 
fairly conventional. Only the father is addressed: the pater- 
familias had sole legal authority over his children and primary 
responsibility for their paideia (training or discipline; the 
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classic word in this context) and instruction; at the same 
time it was recognized that such power unwisely handled 
could easily provoke or goad youths and young men to a 
resentment which was destructive of household order and 
family. Again the Christian qualification is added—‘the train- 
ing and instruction of the Lord’ (cf. Prov 3:11). 

The final pairing in the household code is slaves and mas- 
ters (6:5—9). The exhortation to slaves is closely modelled on 
Col 3:22-5. Again it is worth noting that they too are here 
recognized as full members of the congregation and having 
responsibilities as Christians to discharge the duties which 
their status as slaves laid upon them (cf. 1 Tim 6:1-2; Titus 
2:9-10). If any are surprised that Paul did not question the 
morality of slavery, they should recall that slavery only became 
a moral issue as a result of the slave trade (only two centuries 
ago), and that in the ancient world slavery was simply an 
economic phenomenon, slaves being essential to the smooth 
running of the economy (though by no means solely on the 
bottom rung). 

The exhortation recognizes the reality of slavery: obedience 
had to be unquestioning and orders carried out with fear and 
trembling (many masterstreated their slaves harshly). Butthe 
thrust of the exhortation is to provide the slaves with the right 
motivation, so that their service might lose its servile character 
and become a way of serving the Lord with sincerity of heart 
(6:5), doing the will of God with a will, and not (as we might 
say) as clock-watchers or solely to catch the master’s eye or to 
curry favour with him (6:7). Slavery too can be a form of 
discipleship (cf: 1 Cor 7:20-4). At the same time, they are 
reminded that their earthly masters are only that (6:5), and 
that both slave and free will receive from their heavenly Lord 
the appropriate recompense according to the good they have 
done (6:8; cf. 2 Cor 5:10). 

In 6:9 the point is driven home directly to those in the 
congregation who were slave-owning householders (the as- 
sumption is that the household as a whole is Christian). In the 
spirit of OT slave legislation (Lev 25:43), they should forbear 
from threatening their slaves, remembering that both they 
and their slaves have the same Lord in the heavenly places, 
and that he is an impartial master—a common OT motif (e.g. 
Deut 10:17; 2 Chr 19:7) echoed elsewhere in the NT (Acts 
10:34; Rom 2:11; Col 3:25; Jas 2:1). 


(6:10-20) Put on the Armour of God The final strand of 
exhortation is one of the most vivid portrayals of the Christian 
life as a spiritual struggle, indicating the power of the hostile 
forces (vv. 10-12), the means of withstanding them (vv. 13-17), 
andtheneed for co-operative effort (vv. 18-20). The metaphor, 
be it noted, is of warfare, not ofa school debate or of a business 
enterprise. Asa piece, it is clearly constructed from a sequence 
of allusions to well-established Jewish motifs, particularly that 
of YHWH as the Divine Warrior (Isa 59:17; Wis 5:17-20). The 
writer would no doubtbe conscious of the fact that the armour 
he describes is depicted by Isaiah especially as YHWH’s own 
armour, armour which YHWH dons to effect judgement on 
human sin and social injustice (Isa 59:12—18). 

The spiritual opposition is described both as ‘the devil’ (cf. 
2:2; 4:27; Jas 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8-9), and as cosmic and spiritual 
powers in the heavenlies (vv. 11-12; cf. Rom 8:38—9; Col 1:16; 
2:15). With this information added to that of the earlier refer- 
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ences to the heavenlies (1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10), we are given a 
clearer picture of the heavenly regions—presumably as a 
sequence of heavens (cf. 2 Cor 12:2-3), in which the lower 
heavens (nearer to earth) are inhabited by hostile powers, and 
the upper heavens are where Christ is seated (1:20-1). Modern 
cosmology is very different, and the extent to which such 
names (‘rulers, authorities, cosmic powers’) were already per- 
ceived to be metaphorical is unclear. What matters is the 
recognition that there are forces active through human fear 
and greed which can captivate whole groups and even soci- 
eties and wreak all forms of evil, from the most subtle (‘the 
wiles of the devil’; cf. 4:14) to the most inhuman. Those who 
have lived through any three or four decades of the twentieth 
century should need no convincing on that score. To designate 
them as ‘spiritual powers’ helps prevent such evil from being 
treated lightly or superficially (they are not merely ‘flesh and 
blood’) (see e.g. Wink 1984: 84-9). 

The appropriate and necessary response (given the charac- 
ter of this evil) is to seek a strength commensurate with and 
more powerful than that evil—a spiritual strength to match a 
spiritual crisis (cf. Rom 4:20; 1 Cor 16:13), a strength from 
God, the strength of God himself (v. 10; the first OTecho—Isa 
40:26). Correlated with (or an elaboration of) this strength is 
the equipment of the Divine Warrior, ‘the panoply of God’ 
(vv. 11, 13). Only that equipment and empowering will provide 
the fortitude and the means to withstand in a day when evil 
seems to be rampant (cf. 5:16), and having done all within 
one’s power, still to stand one’s ground; the sign of God’s 
enabling is not so much clear-cut victory over evil, as the 
sustained will to resist evil, come what may. 

The list of equipment is inspired by earlier, briefer meta- 
phors, and the metaphors themselves are not fixed (e.g. in 1 
Thess 5:8 the breastplate is faith). Nevertheless, the appropri- 
ateness of this listing is notable. 


1. Belt (v. 14). In a day when clothing was much looser, it was 
necessary for the flowing cloak to be fastened firmly by a belt, 
otherwise movement would be hindered and action impeded 
(cf. Lk 12:37; 17:8). To be caught out in deceit or falsification 
was like tripping over one’s own clothing; the belt of truth 
prevents one being ‘caught with one’s pants down’. 

2. Breastplate (v. 14). The metaphor draws directly on Isa 
59:17 (and Wis 5:18), describing YH WH’s breastplate. There it 
is the fact that what God does is right which makes his judge- 
ment invulnerable to criticism (of partiality). Here the 
thought is of God’s acceptance of those who trust in him as 
their breastplate which keeps them equally secure in the face 
of hostile criticism (cf. Rom 5:12; 8:31-4). 

3. Shoes (v. 15). This is a more original image, but no doubt 
adapted from Isa 52:7, a passage which is also echoed in Acts 
10:36 and cited in Rom 10:15. Why the word ‘preparation’ is 
added is unclear, but it strengthens the impression that what 
is in view is the responsibility of the church and believer to 
speak out the gospel of peace with God. Mission is the best 
form of defence; the church on the move will be more sure- 
footed in face of the encroachments of evil. 

4. Shield (v.16). Again the imagery is original; more typically 
God isa shield (e.g. Gen 15:1; Ps 18:2, 30; 28:7); in Wis 5:19 the 
shield is ‘holiness’. But ‘faith’ is also appropriate (cf. 1 Pet 5:9). 
Faith and righteousness are two sides of the one coin in 
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Pauline thought (Rom 1:17), just as the breastplate and shield 
have a similarly defensive function (hence 1 Thess 5:8). Trust 
itself can be exposed to quite a battering, but trust sustained 
keeps inviolate the one who so trusts (cf. Rom 4:16—22). 

5. Helmet (v. 17). Here we are back with familiar imagery (Isa 
59:17; 1 Thess 5:8; though in Wis 5:18 the helmet is ‘impartial 
justice’). In 1 Thess 5:8 the helmet is ‘the hope of salvation’, 
which reflects the thought of the earlier Paulines that salvat- 
ion is a still future goal (but ‘hope’ is confident hope). Here, 
however, as in 2:5 and 8, the question is raised whether the 
perspective has changed: that which keeps the head of the 
body (cf. 4:15) safe is the security of salvation realized and not 
just the confident hope of it. 

6. Sword (v. 17). Notably the one offensive weapon is doubly 
denoted as ‘of the Spirit’, and as ‘the word of God’. Again the 
imagery reflects older usage (Isa 49:2; Hos 6:5; cf. Heb 4:12). 
What is in mind is not just the written word, as though the 
thought was simply of the believer being well versed in scrip- 
ture, able to cite the appropriate passage for all occasions (cf. 
Mt 4:1-11). The Spirit is here seen as an inspiring force, the 
Spirit that inspires the word from God appropriate to the 
occasion (Mk 13:11; Rom 10:8-17; 1 Pet 1:25). It is no accident 
that the enabling of powerful speech is one of the most regular 
charisms and marks of the Spirit in the NT (e.g. Acts 4:8; 1 Cor 
2:4-5; 12:8, 10); despite immense developments in commu- 
nication, the force of the spoken word is still immeasurable. 


The final stress is on prayer (vv. 18-20), not, somewhat 
surprisingly, as part of the continuing metaphor of spiritual 
armour, but emphasizing none the less (by the greater 
elaboration given to the request) its importance in the warfare 
just described. Christian soldiers must never forget that they 
need constant help from God. Moreover, since the previous 
imagery had been somewhat individualistic (despite the 
plural verbs), this last addition helps underline the import- 
ance of co-operation and mutual support in the warfare. Like 
the speaking (v. 17), the praying should look to the Spirit for 
inspiration (cf. Rom 8:26-7; 1 Cor 14:15; Jude 20); and the 
military mood is retained in the calls for alertness and appli- 
cation (6:18; cf. Lk 21:36). 

The transition from exhortation to personal request (wv. 18— 
20) seems to be modelled on Col 4:2—4 (cf. Lk 21:15; Mk 14:38), 
with a final recapitulation of the ‘mystery’ motif and play on 
the contrast between Paul’s imprisonment and his boldness 
as commissioned by God (3:1—-12; cf. 2 Cor 3:12; 5:20; Phil 1:20; 
1 Thess 2:2). 


Conclusion and Benediction (6:21-4) 


Most of wv. 21-2 is almost verbatim Col 4:7-8. It is of course 
conceivable that Paul wrote both letters at more or less the 
same time (thus unconsciously or deliberately giving Tych- 
icus precisely the same commission each time). But the per- 
spective of the letters is too different for that to be the most 
obvious solution. And in a letter thus far marked by its lack of 
specific reference to particular situations, this brief personal 
note rings somewhat oddly. It is more likely, then, that the 
author has drawn the language from Colossians to indicate 
the very Pauline effect he hoped his letter would have, and as 
an expression of what Paul would have wished to say had he 
himself still been able to dictate such a letter. 
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Since Tychicus appears only in the later Pauline letters (Col 
4:7; 2 Tim 4:12; Titus 3:12; see also Acts 20:4) he probably 
emerged only in the Pauline circle at a late stage; like Epaph- 
ras (Col 1:7) he is remembered as a beloved brother and 
faithful servant of Christ. Whatever the precise historical 
circumstances, the reference reminds us that there must 
have been regular contacts between the Pauline churches. 

The final benediction (vv. 23-4) is unusual in Paul, but it 
strikes the regular notes of grace and peace (1:2) and links 
them with two of the great Pauline words—love and faith 
(‘love with faith’). Effective also is the final balance between 
divine enabling (‘from [both] God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ’) and human response (‘all who have an undying 
love for our Lord Jesus Christ’). 
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6g. Philippians 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Character and Main Concerns ofthe Letter. 1. Equalled only 
by Philemon, Philippians is the most personal of Paul’s 
letters. Among the categories listed by ancient theorists 
(Malherbe 1988), it combines features of a hortatory ‘letter 
of friendship’ (Fee 1995: 214) with those of a ‘patronage letter’ 
(Bormann 1995: 161-205). Unusually for Paul, the OT is 
seldom cited; his argument is passionately centred on Christ, 
yet he often uses Stoic language (see PHIL E). 

2. Although the letter’s contents are conditioned by prac- 
tical matters, the main emphasis is on strengthening the 
commitment and faith of the Philippian Christians, as was 
Paul’s regular aim (Meeks 1983: 84-107). He urges them to 
follow the example of Christ in union with him (repeatedly 
expressed by ‘sharing’, koindnia and its compounds), so as to 
grow in a Christlike mindset guiding both belief and action. 
This is expressed by several recurring verbs, especially phro- 
nein, ‘think’ or ‘feel’, which, together with ‘rejoice’, chairein, 
virtually structures the letter, creating a major inclusio from 
beginning to end. 


B. The Addressees. 1. Philippi (Bormann 1995) stood on the 
plain of eastern Macedonia, about 16 km inland from its port 
Neapolis. It was refounded as a city by Philip II of Macedon in 
358-357 BCE. Prosperous from mineral deposits and its loca- 
tion on a main east-west route, Philippi came under Roman 
rule in 167 sce. Octavian, after gaining supreme power in 31 
BCE, settled veterans here and gave the city the status of a 
colonia with citizenship by tus italicum. The population would 
have been mainly Macedonians, Greeks, and Romans. Acts 
16:12—40 recounts Paul’s visit with Silas (about 50 cz), con- 
version of Lydia, and misfortunes before he revealed his citi- 
zen status. The alarm of the city magistrates and their anxiety 
to see the last of Paul and Silas doubtless gave Christianity a 
prejudiced start. 
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2. Apart from Acts, Philippians is our only source for the 
origins of this church. Lydia had been a Jewish God-fearer. 
All the people named in Philippians except Clement are 
Greek, but this does not exclude their having become 
Christians via Judaism. The church was doubtless mixed in 
ethnic and social character. It probably met in house-groups 
(Peterlin 1995: 135-70). By the time of the letter it had 
officers called episkopot and diakonoi (1:1); presbuteroi are 
not mentioned. Paul refers to the Philippians’ suffering for 
Christ (1:27-30; 2:15-17) and refers to ‘opponents’ (1:28), but 
without identifying them. Motives for hostility can be 
imagined on the part (respectively) of the civic authorities, 
the pagan public, Jews opposed to Christians, and Jewish 
Christians opposed to Paul. 

3. The references to disunity have evoked many hypotheses 
(O’Brien 1991: 26-35). Theories of Gnostic opponents (Fee 
1995: 19-32) are unconvincing. Tellbe (1994) plausibly 
suggests a crisis facing Gentile Christians unprotected by 
Jewish exemption from Roman cult practices. Others propose 
grounds for the quarrel mentioned in 4:2, especially disagree- 
ment over financial support for Paul (Peterlin 1995: 101-32, 
171-216). This letter of only rarely polemical tone is subjected 
by some to a process which Barclay (1987) calls ‘mirror- 
reading’; both the method and its criteria are open to criticism 
(Fee 1995: 7-10). Discord in the Philippian church at this 
time is probably best explained by the situation of Gentile 
converts vis-d-vis Roman civic pride and official cult and a 
tempting compromise offered by Jewish Christians (Tellbe 


1994). 


C. Paul’s Situation. 1. The common view till this century was 
that Paul wrote from Rome in the early 6os cz. Even if he was 
only under house-arrest (Acts 28:30), this could mean painful 
frustration. On this view ‘the (praetorium) imperial guard’ 
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(1:13) and ‘the emperor’s [Caesar’s] household’ (4:22) would 
be in their regular bases in Rome itself. 

2. Many today favour an earlier imprisonment, most pre- 
ferring Ephesus in the mid-5o0s, about the probable time when 
Paul wrote 1-2 Corinthians and Romans, to which Philip- 
pians is said to be close in doctrine. Though there is no direct 
evidence for such an imprisonment, 1 Cor 15:32 and 2 Cor 1:8- 
1o might refer to it. Some epigraphic evidence is cited to argue 
that ‘praetorium’ and ‘Caesar’s household’ could refer to a 
provincial governor’s establishment. Communication be- 
tween Philippi and Ephesus would be easier and quicker 
than with Rome. 

3. Evaluation: in 2 Cor 11:23 Paul looks back on ‘many’ 
imprisonments, so that in theory any of them could be 
possible. However, the case for Ephesus is linked to the 
doubtful theory that Philippians is an amalgam (see PHILD.2); 
the fewer letters are posited, the less need there isto suppose a 
shorter distance to be travelled. Similarities with Romans and 
1-2 Corinthians need not tell against Philippians being dated 
a few years later. The epigraphic evidence is judged 
not relevant by Bruce (1980-1). In fine, the arguments 
for Ephesus have not overcome those for Rome (Fee 1995: 


34-7). 


D. Critical Questions. 1. Pauline authorship of Philippians is 
almost universally acknowledged, apart from some theories 
about 2:6-11. 

2. The letter’s unity and integrity have been challenged on 
grounds of apparent breaks in coherence and an order 
thought to be unsuited to its purpose (e.g. Collange 1979). 
Many hold that ithas been re-edited from two or three letters 
by Paul, but disagree on where the cuts and rejoins are. The 
main reasons offered are an apparent ending and abrupt new 
start at 3:1, and the improbability that Paul left his thanks to 
the end. 

3. Criticism (cf. O’Brien 1991: ro—18): no manuscript 
evidence suggests disturbance of the text. Any theory that 
an existing text has been rearranged by a redactor must 
show that it solves difficulties in the text better than maintain- 
ing the traditional arrangement. For Philippians it must 
explain credibly why and how the supposed redactor 
wove several letters by Paul into a new composition. In 
fact the problem at 3:1 is not solved but shifted from Paul 
to an unknown X with unknown motives. As for the post- 
ponement of thanks, Polycarp, writing to the same church 
at twice the length, likewise keeps business to the end (Phil. 
13, see Lake 1912-13: i). The strongest argument, however, 
for the integrity of Philippians rests on appreciation of 
the whole as a structured masterpiece (Garland 1985; see 
PHIL F). 

4. The theory that 2:6-11 is an already existing hymn that 
Paul quotes for his purpose, first proposed by Lohmeyer 
(1928), has come to dominate both exegesis of Philippians 
and study of early Christology and credal formulas, though 
the term ‘hymn’ remains imprecisely defined and the theory 
still takes various forms, including earlier composition by 
Paul. The literature is enormous; with the standard survey 
by Martin (1983); see now O’Brien (1991: 186-271). A rare 
voice questioning the theory’s solidity and value for exegesis 


is raised by Fee (1992; 1995). 
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5. Evaluation: whatever the origin of this undeniably poetic 
passage, it actually exists only in Phil 2; the exegete must 
expound it in that context. If Paul quoted an existing text, by 
himself or another, it became part of his letter; any argument 
for its detachability raises similar problems to those for deny- 
ing the letter’s integrity (Hooker 1978). Arguments against 
Pauline authorship risk being circular (Fee 1995: 45). Hypoth- 
eses about the development of Christology have been allowed 
to determine the exegesis of the passage, again producing 
circular arguments. Heightened poetic style does not prove 
non-Pauline origin (Martin 1983: 57; Fee 1992). Recent lit- 
erary analysis emphasizes that the passage is integrally em- 
bedded in its context and the whole letter. Many of its 
keywords recur, subtly transposed, in ch. 3 (Dalton 1979: 
99-100; Garland 1985: 158-9). This does not prove it was 
not an already existing text, but isolating it becomes increas- 
ingly problematic. 

6. These expressions of reserve, however, do not deny that 
the passage’s theological importance reaches wider than its 
immediate function in Philippians, or that its pattern of 
Christ’s descent and ascent is paralleled in other early Chris- 
tological statements in solemn style. 


E. ‘Stoicism’ in Philippians. 1. The frequency of Stoiclanguage 
in Philippians is emphasized by Engberg-Pedersen (1994). 
The evidence is seldom noted even in larger commentaries. 
When compelling examples such as autarkés (4:11) cannot be 
denied (e.g. Fee 1995: 427-35), commentators insist that 
Paul radically transforms Stoic themes, which are generally 
disparaged. Yet the use of Stoic ideas in Luke’s account of 
Paul’s sermon in Athens (Acts 17:22-31) is matched by pas- 
sages in Paul’s letters. In fact Stoicism had appeal for both 
Jewish and Christian preachers. 1 Clement, which should be 
dated not much later than 70 cz (Herron 1989), that is, only 
about ten years after Philippians, is full of Stoic ideas and 
terms, all interwoven with biblical, Jewish, and Christian 
themes. 

2. Romans shows Paul readily adopting Stoic language for 
his message (e.g. 1:28, 12:2); perhaps he did this whenever he 
addressed converts with any degree of philosophical educa- 
tion. Whatever the reason, in Philippians his use of Stoic 
language is pervasive, serving most of his main themes: the 
emphasis on keeping a right mind (phronein), discernment 
to choose the better (dokimazein ta diapheronta), aiming 
(skopein) at the right end (telos); seeking contentment (autar- 
keia) in one’s state, with joy (chara) even when suffering; 
community (koinénia) lived out in good citizenship (poli- 
teuesthat) related to a state or model (politeuma), and still 
more. These expressions prove serviceable to Paul, though 
only up toa point; the reality of Jesus and the supreme value of 
knowing him in life and death, through faith and hope, are 
grasped only by experience (3:8-11). Yet the paradox seems 
true that ‘it is when Paul is at his most Stoic that he is also at 
his most Christian’ (Engberg-Pedersen 1994: 280). Paul’s 
harnessing of Stoic ideas to the gospel in Philippians does 
not enter those areas where Christian Stoicism was to reveal 
its dangers (e.g. excessive anthropocentrism and distortions 
of asceticism). 


F. The Structure of Philippians. The letter has a ‘rondo’ struc- 
ture; after an ‘overture’ (here called 1B), comments on 
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practical matters (sections 2, 4, and 6C) alternate with two 
major exhortations (sections 3 and 5) each centring on a 
narrative with a downward—upward movement; the first about 
Christ (2:5-11), the second about Paul (3:4-14). These and 
their contexts are linked by many corresponding words and 
phrases (Garland 1985: 158-9; Fee 1995: 314-15). Repetition of 
significant words or ideas occurs throughout the letter. Inclu- 
sto is used systematically, both to articulate sections of the 
argument and to make the letter’s closing sentences echo 
keywords in the opening. The commentary notes these points 
in detail. 


COMMENTARY 


Introduction (1:1-11) 

(u1-2) Greeting Paul includes colleagues with himself in 
seven letters, and Timothy most often, but not as co-author; 
in 2:19-24 he occurs in the third person. Paul refers to them 
both as ‘slaves’ of Christ Jesus, as in Rom 1:1. Since this is an 
opening formula, it can hardly be a conscious anticipation of 
its application to Christ in 2:7, though this may strike a reader 
today. Paul uses the expression ‘the saints’ in six letters, thus 
or in the formula ‘called [to be] saints’. Modern versions often 
paraphrase it as ‘the holy people of God’; the phrase connotes 
the Christian claim to have been brought through faith in 
Christ into God’s covenant people (Ex 19:6; 1 Pet 2:9—10). 
Though the words ‘bishops and deacons’ come from the 
Greek (see PHIL B.2), their meanings have changed so much 
since their NT use that it is less misleading to render them by 
(e.g.) ‘pastors’ or ‘guardians’ and ‘assistants’. The inclusion of 
these ministers, as well as the repeated ‘all’, five times from 1:1 
to 1:8 (admittedly unusual for Paul), have been seen as a first 
hint of the disunity that Paul will address more clearly later 
(Lightfoot 1879: 67; Peterlin 1995). At this point, however, 
this can hardly do more than raise a suspicion. v. 2, ‘Grace to 
you and peace’ slightly varies the word order of a formula Paul 
uses in opening and closing greetings. The ‘grace’ formula is 
echoed in 4:23 to wrap up the whole letter. Though the Holy 
Spirit is expressly named only three times (1:19; 2:1; 3:3), here 
the formula can be called implicitly trinitarian (cf. 4:7; see Fee 
1995: 48-9). 

(13-11) Thanksgiving and prayer v. 3, Paul begins every letter 
toa church (except Galatians) by thanking or blessing God for 
the good he has heard about his addressees. Here he mingles 
these two reactions with his prayer for them (1:3—4) and with 
joy (1:5), acombination he will recommend in 4:6, as in Thess 
5:16-18. This paragraph is like a musical overture which 
anticipates themes to be heard later (pHit F). Joy (chara) is 
the first of these; with its verb chairein it runs right through 
the letter. The focus of Paul’s joy is the Philippians’ sharing 
(koinénia) with him in the gospel (1:5). Koinonia is a keyword 
in the letter; aspects of it can be expressed by ‘partnership’, 
‘fellowship’, ‘union’, and ‘communion’. It occurs again at 2:1 
and 3:10. Koinonos (sharer, partner) occurs in the compound 
form sunkoindnos at 1:7 and the related verbs at 4:14, 15. The 
prefix sun- (‘together’) occurs twelve times in the letter, com- 
pounded with eight nouns or verbs; it serves to enhance 
Paul’s constant emphasis on relationship, unity and joy in 
community, and in sharing with him. The Philippians, of 


PHILIPPIANS 


course, knew what the sharing had meant. For other readers 
Paul reveals it gradually: work for the gospel (1:5); prayer for 
him in his imprisonment and preaching, which he calls 
‘shar[ing] in God’s grace’ with him (1:7); striving side by side 
(1:27; 4:3) ametaphor from athletics that will recur, and finally 
their gifts of material support (4:15—-18). v. 6, I am confident’ 
(1:6): with this Paul passes from the Philippians’ action to 
God’s. (The verb recurs at 1:25, 2:24, and 3:3-4.) What Paul is 
confident about here is that their faith is God’s ‘good work’, 
from when he began it till he brings it to completion ‘by the 
day of Jesus Christ’. Paul returns to the interplay of human 
effort and God’s work at 2:12-13. ‘The day of Jesus Christ’ is 
the day of his expected return; the phrase occurs again at 1:10 
and 2:16. Paul refers toitas an assumed point of faith for the 
Philippians, a future reality though of unknown date; not a 
matter for overexcitement as it had been in Thessalonica. 
(This may perhaps lend some slight support for later dating 
of Philippians.) 

v.7, the keyword phronein (see PHIL E.2) appears for the first 
time. Here it expresses a warm personal concern, based on 
mutual affection, to ‘hold’ others in one’s ‘heart’. Whose 
heart, holding whom? Most older versions took it as Paul’s, 
holding that of his friends. NRSV opts forthe reverse. Both are 
grammatically possible; the emphasis may be on the comfort 
Paul receives in his captivity and his service of the gospel 
from the thought of them, or on their thought and prayer 
for him in his situation. It makes little difference, because 
the relationship is mutual; they are sunkoinénoi with 
Paul, they ‘share in God’s grace’ with him. To understand 
the heart as Paul’s perhaps makes the next sentence follow 
more smoothly. v. 8, Paul says his feelings are not merely his 
own. He lives in such union with Christ (Gal 2:20) that he 
experiences Christ’s compassion as his own. ‘Compassion’ 
renders splagchna, literally ‘bowels’, an idiom borrowed from 
Hebrew, which can relate strong emotions to various internal 
organs. 

v. 9, Paul circles back to what he began to say in v. 3. He 
wants them to grow in agapé, the kind of love he has described 
in 1 Cor 13, and will appeal to here in 2:1, 2. He does not say 
love for whom, either for himself or for each other; he simply 
prays that their capacity for loving may increase so that it 
overflows ever more and more. But he wants it to be far 
more than mere feeling; rather, to be directed by ‘knowledge 
and full insight’. These words are of great importance for 
understanding the letter; they spell out what Paul means by 
phronein. The word rendered ‘knowledge’ is epigndsis, prob- 
ably in the sense ofa knowledge transcending ordinary cogni- 
tion (gndsis). This is best illustrated by Paul’s use of the related 
verb in 1 Cor 13:12: ‘Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known (emphasis added); it is 
knowledge that at least approaches the knowledge that God 
has of us. ‘Insight’ renders aisthésis which basically means 
perception, butthe Stoics and other moral philosophers used 
it for moral knowledge gained by experience, and this is its 
probable meaning here (the only occurrence in the NT). v. 10, 
the verb ‘determine’ (dokimazo) primarily means the testing 
by which something comes to be approved. ‘What is best’ is 
literally ‘the things that are different’ ie. morally better. Such 
choices lived out will lead Christians to such a state that Christ 
at his return will find them to be ‘pure and blameless’. The 
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former word probably refers especially to motives; the latter 
(lit. with no stumbling) may refer both to moral steadiness 
and to not causing others to stumble. All this will bear the 
‘harvest of righteousness’ through Christ’s gift and to God’s 
glory. Paul’s prayer contains a whole cluster of pregnant 
words concerned with moral experience that develops char- 
acter, and especially the capacity for loving realistically. Cf. 
Philem 4-7. The desired ‘knowledge’ is of God; the ‘insight’ is 
experience that builds up that knowledge; the testing of all 
things (1 Thess 5:21) leads to knowledge of God’s will (Rom 
12:2; Eph 5:10), with the purification of motives and moral 
firmness; all add up to the global moral term ‘righteousness’. 
These ideas, ifnotthe same words, reappear in Paul’s central 
affirmation of his deepest values in 3:8-12. They are funda- 
mental for the whole theory and practice of discernment in 
Christian tradition; yet it was Stoicism that provided Paul with 
many of the keywords: there is no need to shy away from this 
conclusion. 


Paul’s Situation and his Reactions to it (1:12-26) 


(1:12-18) What has been Happening Two keywords mark off 
this section as another loose inclusio. The first is ‘progress’ 
(prokopé, v. 12, obscured in NRSV’s ‘to spread the gospel’). 
This is picked up again in 1:25, where the progress is on the 
part of Paul’s addressees. The other keyword is ‘confidence’; 
it recurs in 1:14, of Christians heartened by Paul’s successful 
witness despite his imprisonment, and again in 1:25 of 
Paul trusting that he will remain some time longer for the 
encouragement of the Philippians. Other keywords in this 
section are ‘gospel’ (1:12, 16, 27) and ‘rejoice’ /‘joy’ (chairé, 
chara, 1:18, 25). 

In the first seven verses Paul assures his readers that two 
aspects of his situation which might be expected to cause him 
pain and frustration have rather had the opposite effect. The 
first is his captivity. He does not describe his circumstances 
except by the conventional ‘chains’ and the implication that it 
would be his guards who spread favourable impressions of 
him around the praetorium (1:13 probably in the regimental 
sense, Lightfoot 1879: 99-104). On the alternative theories 
based on Rome and Ephesus, see PHIL c. The traditional view, 
that Paul is writing from Rome, naturally refers to Acts 28; he 
had come ‘in chains’ (28:17) with a soldier guarding him 
(28:16), temporarily in a ‘guesthouse’ (28:23) but then for 
two years in lodgings where he could receive visitors (28:30). 
Philippians, for all its reticence, implies severer conditions 
than this. Perhaps after two years of waiting, on being called to 
have his case heard, Paul came under regulations requiring 
prison custody. Apologia (defence) in Phil 17 and 16 could 
refer to a formal hearing (cf. 2 Tim 4.6) but by reason both of 
its range of meaning and ofits context here it can equally well 
refer to the ‘apologetic’ aspect of preaching. (Of course, sucha 
series of events could have taken place in Ephesus, and no 
arguments seem decisive.) Paul does not explain how his 
imprisonment has encouraged Christians to witness to their 
faith more boldly (v. 14). Perhaps they are saying ‘if Paul can 
do so much in chains, how much more should we dare to doin 
freedom?’ If his guards have played a part, this could be 
cheering news also for his readers in a proud Roman colonia 
(Tellbe 1994: 110-11). v. 15, Paul sees two spirits at work in 
their activity, one of goodwill (eudokia) and love towards him, 
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the other of envy (phthonos), rivalry (erts), and selfish ambition 
(eritheia, v. 17; 2:2), making some act not with pure motives 
(hagids, purely), but to cause Paul distress (thlipsis, v. 17; 4:14). 
The latter group is not identified, but they seem to be a part of 
the Christian community where Paul is. Clement of Rome, 
writing to Corinth not long afterwards (pHit £.2), says that 
Peter and Paul were hounded to death by envy, jealousy, and 
rivalry (1 Clem. 5.2-5); see Brown and Meier (1983: 123-7; they 
also favour Rome as where Paul wrote Philippians, pp. 185-8). 
The trouble could well have begun with Jewish Christians 
who wanted the church to remain within Judaism and saw 
Paul’s policy as misguided. Paul, however, regards all negative 
factors with a sublime equanimity, because for him they are 
outweighed by his supreme desire, to see Christ’s gospel 
spreading; frustration and anger are simply overwhelmed by 
joy (v. 18). 


(1:19-26) Paul’s Hope and Confidence in Christ Paul turns 
from his reactions to recent events to envisage the foreseeable 
future. Inclusio markers are ‘joy’ (v. 26, picking up the related 
verb in v. 18), ‘progress’ (v. 25, from v. 12), and ‘trusting’ (v. 25, 
from v. 14). All three have now changed their subjects (see 
PHIL 1:12 and 1:18; joy’ is now Paul’s wish for the Philip- 
pians). The passage is full of the vocabulary of hope and 
confidence and the motives for these, and of a peaceful yet 
passionate equanimity, based on certainty of Christ’s love. 
v. 19, this verse is pivotal, grounding both Paul’s joy in the 
situation just described and his confidence for the future: ‘I 
know [the verb is repeated atv. 25] that. . . this will result in my 
deliverance.’ Verbally this is one of the few OT allusions in 
Philippians; it reproduces the Greek of Job 13:16, in a passage 
that expresses Job’s invincible trust in a transcendent justice. 
But in Paul’s very different situation he is hardly likely to be 
comparing himself with Job; the coincidence of language 
could almost be accidental. ‘Deliverance’ is sotéria (salvation); 
the NRSV’s rendering seems to focus on Paul’s vindication 
and release, but this does not exclude an implicit eschatologi- 
cal sense, as is clear, with reference to the Philippians in 1:28 
and 2:12. Paul’s first motive for confidence is his certainty that 
his friends pray for him as he does for them (1:4), and that 
their intercession is effective. Paul’s second motive is revealed 
with the first of the three explicit references to the Holy Spirit 
in Philippians (see putt 1:2). ‘Help’ is epichorégia, the act of 
supplying or providing for needs. Lightfoot (1879: 91) dis- 
cusses whether the Spirit is the giver orthe gift, and concludes 
for both. Chorégia and the related verb could still retain a note 
of generous bounty, from their origin in sponsorship of civic 
celebrations by rich Athenians. v. 20, ‘eager expectation’ (Gk. 
apokaradokia) evokes a picture of heads strained forward in 
anticipation. The only other occurrence in the NT is in Rom 
8:19, where Paul sees the whole of creation thus longing ‘for 
the revealing of the children of God’. Paul hopes that he, and 
still more the gospel, will not be broughtinto public discredit, 
especially at his trial. In the biblical world ‘shame’ refers not 
so much to an emotion as to publicworsting and discrediting; 
the psalmists often pray to be spared it (e.g. Ps 71:1), but to see 
their enemies suffering it (e.g. Ps 70:2). Positively, Paul hopes 
to speak ‘with all boldness’: the last word is parrhésia, which is 
what Peter and John showed before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:13). 
Itis contrasted with being put to shame alsoin 1 Jn 2:28, but at 
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the eschatological judgement, not a human trial. However, 
Paul’s focus here, that ‘Christ will be exalted now as always in 
my body, whether by life or by death’ may have an overtone of 
the special sense of parrhésia which developed in the NT. The 
word was born in political and forensic contexts, meaning 
freedom of speech or outspokenness. It came to connote 
also courage in speaking out; finally in the NT it has a special 
sense of confidence in God, a gift of the Holy Spirit to all who 
become God’s children in union with Christ, and through 
him have access (prosagogé) to God. (See Rom 5:2; 2 Cor 
3:12; Eph 3:12; Heb 4:16; 10:19; 1 Jn 3:21; 4:17; 5:14.) Paul 
need not have this sense fully in mind here, but he is hardly 
thinking merely of speaking boldly at his trial. He speaks from 
his awareness of constant union with Christ. Ifhe is worsted, 
then Christ will be shamed in him; if he is enabled to speak 
well, Christ will be ‘exalted’ in him, and just as much ifhe dies 
as if he lives on, for neither circumstance can separate him 
from Christ. v. 21, thus Paul’s thought flows straight into the 
third great expression of his spiritual equilibrium. First came 
prison or liberty; then being spoken of with love or with 
malice; now death or life, because ‘to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain’. A psychological state undisturbed by fear or 
human attachments was the ideal for both Stoics and 
Epicureans; but for Paul, both his emotional balance and his 
whole range of values are entirely governed by his union with 
Christ, as he will make even clearer in 3:7—-12. This serenity 
pervading Philippians, in contrast to Galatians and 2 
Corinthians, suggests a spiritual state perhaps more 
appropriate to Paul’s final years, and therefore to Rome. 
(‘Gain’, kerdos, reappears with its related verb in 3:7-8, refer- 
ring to values which Paul has rejected and replaced by new 
ones.) He cannot make a choice even between living and 
dying (even though the latter would lead to his being ‘with 
Christ’ in the fullest sense) except by discerning Christ’s will. 
This evidently leads him to decide that he must stay (v. 24); 
then immediately he says that he knows this with confidence 
(cf. 1:6, 19), for the Philippians’ ‘progress and joy in faith’: 
(v. 25; cf. 2:17). Towards them, he is so far from Stoic apatheia 
as to want to come ‘and share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus’ (v. 26). This is one of only three occurrences in 
Philippians of the word-group of kauchaomai, commonly 
rendered ‘boast’, that is so characteristic of Paul (55 of 59 
instances in NT, 34 of them in 1-2 Corinthians; see TDNT 
iii. 645-54). His repeated concern with having (or not having) 
grounds for boasting is puzzling, especially given his teaching 
on ‘works’ in Romans 3-4; one can only conclude that the 
Greek words have a wider reference than self-glorification, 
and include joyful exultation for and with others, as seems 
the case here. 


First Exhortation on Discipleship (1:27-2:18) 


(1:27-30) Steadfastness in the Face of Opposition This para- 
graph is linked to what precedes, especially by ‘gospel’ (1:12, 
16, 27), ‘salvation’ (1:19, 28), and faith’ (1:26, 29). v. 27, ‘con- 
duct yourselves’ translates the verb politeuesthai, ‘to act as a 
citizen’ (Lightfoot 1879; Brewer 1954). NRSV misses the pol- 
itical sense (important also in Stoicism), though it keeps it 
when the related noun politeuma ‘commonwealth’ or ‘citizen- 
ship’ occurs in 3:20. Miller (1982) shows that Judaism had 
appropriated this vocabulary, and argues that Paul follows this 
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usage, implying that the church is the New Israel; but see 
Engberg-Pedersen (1994: 263) and Fee (1995: 161-2). It 
makes a difference whether Paul is urging the Philippians to 
show their Christianity in good citizenship, or has transferred 
the verb to a purely Christian context. His wish for their 
steadfast unity in fidelity to the gospel (rest of 1:27) might 
suggest the latter, but bold resistance to their opponents (v. 28) 
implies the public forum. The exhortation to unanimity in 
Christ already anticipates 2:1-5. Is then the ‘one spirit’ in 1:27 
simply human unanimity (as NRSV implies), or does it point 
to the clearer reference to the Holy Spirit in 2:1? Fee (1995: 
164-6) argues plausibly for the latter. For unanimity Paul 
could easily have used the Stoic homonoia (frequent in 1 
Clement), just as his athletic metaphors (‘striving side by 
side’, v. 27, and ‘contest’, v. 30, NRSV ‘struggle’) are Stoic 
clichés (Tellbe 1994: 111). What is essentially Christian is, of 
course, the hope of ‘salvation’ which ‘is God’s doing’ (v. 28), 
and the sense that both faith in Christ and suffering for 
him are ‘graciously granted’ (echaristhé) as a privilege (v. 29), 
which Paul sees as binding them more closely to himself 
in Christ, v. 30. Faith in Christ is again linked with the 
idea of suffering in 2:17 and 3:9-10. The ‘opponents’ at 
whose hands suffering is expected probably refers to political 
and social pressure to take part in the imperial cult (Tellbe 
1994). If politeuesthe indeed refers to good citizenship, 
Paul would be recommending this as the best defence (cf. 
Polycarp, Phil. 10.2). But the threat is also to the Philippian 
church’s unity, and Paul is passionately concerned that this 
should be in and with the suffering Christ as Paul has 
preached him. 


(2:1-6) Unity of Minds and Hearts v. 1, the tone of appeal now 
rises to a more intense level of feeling through a series of ‘if? 
clauses, regular in the rhetoric of entreaty. This more solemn 
tone tells against supposing a ‘hymnic’ style only from v. 6 
onwards. In prayers, the formula typically reminds a deity of 
past theophanies; here the idiom implies something like ‘fx 
means anything to you, then prove it now’. Paul appeals to 
what he is sure the Philippians have experienced: ‘encourage- 
ment in Christ’, ‘consolation from love’, ‘sharing in the 
Spirit’, ‘compassion [see pHit 1:8], and sympathy’. Of these, 
sharing, koinonia, is fundamental to all the others, above all 
since it is in (now certainly the Holy) Spirit. At last (v. 2) comes 
the apodosis to the four ‘ifs’: ‘make my joy complete’, the joy 
which Paul has expressed for himself in 1:4 and 18, and 
wished for them in 1:25. The desired response is described 
by four phrases which all express union of minds and hearts: 
two use the keyword phronein (‘be of the same mind... ofone 
mind’); the others are ‘having the same love’ (agapé) and 
‘being in full accord’ (sumpsuchoi, united in soul). The most 
important words here were already established in 1:4-9, to- 
gether with words compounded with sun-, ‘together’, to in- 
tensify the sense of sharing. In v. 3 Paul continues his 
description of the attitudes he desires by alternating dos and 
don'ts: not ‘selfish ambition, which he has been suffering 
(1:17), nor conceit (kenodoxia, vainglory) but rather ‘humility, 
regard[ing] others as better than yourselves’. The last phrases 
are significant for the letter’s unity, being echoed both in 2:7— 
8 and in ch. 3. v. 4, another do and don’t concerns looking to 
‘the interests of others’. The verb is skoped, ‘to aim’ (like 
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phronein, a Stoic word); it recurs (with its noun) in 3:14-17. In 
Paul’s present context, of course, phronein essentially involves 
a right skopos of mind and heart, ‘as in Christ Jesus’ (v. 5). 

Do the attitudes (and perhaps activities) not commended in 
wv. 3-4 point to actual divisions within the Philippian church? 
Whether 1:1-4 contains hints or not, the immediately preced- 
ing exhortation in 1:27-30 now makes a reference to disunity 
more likely, especially on such grounds as Tellbe (1994) sug- 
gests. This will be discussed later, where clearer indications 
occur. Here it is not certain how far breaches of unity have 
actually gone. ‘Selfish ambition’ (2:3) could be in Paul’s mind 
because he has suffered from its effects (1:17). Other phrases 
he uses may well refer to the quarrel to be mentioned in 4:2, 
especially ifothers had joined in; but surely the main thrust of 
this appeal, as of the passage into which it leads, is to focus the 
Philippians’ minds on their relationship with Christ; refer- 
ences to human faults need to be clearer to prove an actual 
state of conflict. 


(2:5-11) Christ, the Focus and Model for Discipleship The 
standpoint of the following comments is outlined in pHi p. 
vv. 5-II, most commentators, accepting a hymn theory, set 
the passage out like verse. This displays its elegant composi- 
tion in short cola, as found in classical artistic prose, but 
does not prove it to be a hymn in terms of either Semitic or 
Greek models. The wide and imprecise use of ‘hymn’ in 
modern discussion has not helped (O’Brien 1991: 188). The 
opening exhortation follows smoothly from the preceding 
sentences, points to Christ as model, and continues with a 
narrative about him in language which is certainly poetic 
and goes beyond Paul’s usual vocabulary, but not necessarily 
his capacity when moved. Many keywords are echoed 
later, especially in ch. 3. The following exegesis takes the 
passage as it stands in its context. However, the possibility 
that Paul is adopting the structure of an existing model 
for credal-type statements will be considered in conclu- 
sion. 

v.5, ‘Let the same mind be in youthat [was] in Christ Jesus’: 
more literally, ‘be thus minded in/among yourselves as also in 
Christ Jesus’. The first ‘in’ is ambiguous in Greek; the context 
favours ‘among’, i.e. in interpersonal relations. The unex- 
pressed verb has to be understood; more complicated ellipses 
have been proposed, e.g. ‘which you have by virtue of your 
[life] in [union with)’; but ‘was’ is most satisfactory. Paul points 
to Jesus, as known on earth, as the example for Christians in 
their relationships. This is rejected by some, for whom the 
hymn theory dictates their exegesis; they hold that the hymn 
was kerygmatic, proclaiming doctrinal truths about Jesus and 
thatto make him a mere ethical model is somehow an inferior 
use of the hymn (cf. Martin 1983: 68-74, 84-8; Stanton 1974: 
99-110; O’Brien 1991: 253-62). v. 6, ‘who, though he was in 
the form of God’: ‘though’ is an added interpretation; others 
suggest ‘because’ (Moule 1970). The Greek for ‘was’ is not the 
simple verb, but the participle of a stronger verb, huparchon, 
‘existing’. Form (mor phé) has a complex history (Behm, TDNT 
iv. 742-50). It connotes the outward aspect of something but 
not mere appearance; it also reflects the inward nature. Since 
God is incorporeal we must examine how Scripture describes 
theophanies. This suggests ‘glory’ as being what morphé im- 
plies, butthis will not fitin v. 7, where morphéis that of aslave. 
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It is desirable to keep one word in both places, and ‘form’ 
remains the least unsatisfactory. This verse already raises the 
question whether it refers to Christ’s pre-existence or to his 
life on earth, but first we must read further. Paul has just used 
theverb ‘regard’ (hégoumai) in exhortation (2:3), and willuse it 
thrice of his own values in relation to Christ in 3:7—8. ‘Equality 
with God’ seems like a repetition with variation of ‘being in 
the form of God’, but not all agree on this. Indeed, the mean- 
ing of this clause is the storm-centre of modern controversy 
on Philippians. ‘Something to be exploited’ interprets one 
word, harpagmon. It is important that in the Greek the nega- 
tive governs not the verb ‘regard’ but this noun (Carmignac 
1971-2). The actual order is: ‘not [as] harpagmos did he regard 
being equal to God’. The issue is not pedantic; it is between 
two alternative ‘stories’. These depend (1) on two possible 
senses of harpagmos and (2) on what is being contrasted 
with what. Harpagmos is a verbal noun from har paz, to seize 
or snatch. Its form raises problems (BAGD 108; Hoover 1971; 
O’Brien 1991: 211-16); it can refer either to the act of seizing or 
the thing seized, and the sentence does not indicate when in 
the ‘story’ either of these was contemplated by Christ, in his 
‘pre-existence’ or his earthly life. This question also affects 
how, in the next verse, we understand ‘he emptied himself’ 
and what follows; it is relevant also to the other Pauline 
passage which seems to parallel this passage most closely: 
‘For you know the generous act [lit. grace] of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich’ (2 
Cor 8:9). 

The two lines of exegesis may be summarized as follows. 
First, most of the tradition, from the Greek fathers till recent 
times, assumes that wv. 6-11 are integral to their context and 
also that Paul believed in Christ’s divinity and incarnation. 
Christ’s being ‘in the form of God’ and ‘equality with 
God’ refer to his status ‘before’ his incarnation, which is the 
subject of v. 7. Christ, being by nature one with the Father, 
regarded this status as no har pagmos, i.e. not like a prize which 
he had won (and might fear to lose, as a freed slave would 
jealously treasure his new status and refuse slavish work). 
Instead, in trustful obedience to the Father, Christ ‘emptied 
himself’? and became not only mortal but actually like a 
slave, eg. by washing feet, and above all by suffering a 
slave’s death. The contrast implied by the placing of the 
negative is between Christ’s status as Son of God and his 
acceptance of that of a slave. This summarizes the exegesis 
of Chrysostom (PG 62.217-37) and Isidore of Pelusium (PG 
78.1071), both masters of Greek artistic prose as a living 
tradition. 

The second line (or rather several lines, but all stemming 
from the same basic option) reads the negative as if it gov- 
erned the verb ‘regard’, and har pagmonas a prize to be won. To 
mention an agent and immediately characterize him as one 
who did not seek to usurp divine status suggests a contrast 
with some figure who did that; thus some have proposed 
historical rulers (Seeley 1994); more have turned to the OT. 
Here lines diverge: one sees a contrast with rebellious deities, 
as in the myths (applied to human kings) in Isa 14:12-21 
and Ezek 28, or (as an aetiology of evil and also against the 
post-exilic Jerusalem priesthood) in 1 Enoch (Sanders 1969). 
More widely canvassed is a contrast with Adam, following the 
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tradition that he sinned by ambitious pride (hubris), wanting 
to become like God (surveyed in O’Brien 1991: 263-8); Wright 
(1992: 56-98) makes this integral to a comprehensive New 
Adam theology. But this reading of v. 6 rests on two unsafe 
foundations: first, that morphé in the NT can be a synonym for 
eikon, the ‘image’ of God, as in Gen 1:26 (in favour, Martin 
1983: 106-10; against, Behm in TDNT iv. 752: in Paul, Christis 
the eikén of God); and second, on an unverified assumption 
that the tradition ascribing such hubris to Adam was in ex- 
istence by the time of Paul. It is not found in the OT or pre- 
Pauline literature; it seems to have arisen (perhaps because of 
the obscure similarities between Ezek 28 and Gen 2-3) by 
ascribing to Adam the arrogant motives of the figures in Isa 14 
and Ezek 28. The earliest hint of this is probably in Josephus, 
Ant. 1.47 (Procopé 1941- ). The roles of Adam in Romans and 
1-2 Corinthians are clear; proponents of a contrast with him 
in Phil 2 have yet to prove that Adam’s hubris was already a 
theme that could be referred to by mere allusion. The most 
likely OT reference is quite different (see below). These and 
other proposed backgrounds (Martin 1983: 74-93; O’Brien 
1991: 193-7) which generally assume the hymn theory as 
proved, mostly understand Christ’s position in v. 6 as refer- 
ring to his lifetime on earth, and harpagmos as an act of 
usurpation which he renounced. Yet not all who interpret 
thus oppose pre-existence, indeed, this is increasingly (and 
rightly) recognized as Paul’s belief, expressed both here and 
elsewhere. 

w. 7-8, the older exegetical line (1) takes these verses as 
referring first to the incarnation, then to its continuation in 
Jesus’ life and death. Some proponents of a type (2) theory try 
to make them refer only to Jesus’ history, but the effort is 
forced. The last phrase, ‘even death on a cross’ was declared 
by Lohmeyer a secondary ‘Pauline addition’ because it did not 
fit into the ‘hymn’ as reconstructed by him (O’Brien 1991: 
230-1). Simply on a stylistic analysis, it crowns a series of 
steps as a climax (not of height but of depth), the effect of 
which would strike ancient hearers with the force of shocking 
paradox (Fee 1995: 217). Its centrality for Paul is reflected in 
3:10. A Christological complication was introduced by the 
Kenotic theory (Martin 1983: 66-8, 169-72) which inter- 
preted the ‘self-emptying’ as a real abandonment of the nature 
of God. This misses the metaphoric character of ‘he emptied’ 
(ekendsen; for its probable OT source see below); Chrysostom 
(PG 62.229) realized this, as part of the parable of a self- 
humbling king’s son which he finds implicit in the the whole 
passage; it is explained by the following phrases in wv. 7-8. 
These are admittedly difficult. They are not typical of Paul’s 
usage, and ‘form’, ‘likeness’, and schéma all seem rather weak 
ways of expressing the reality of Christ’s humanity, which 
Paul surely wants to affirm as truly as his divinity. Morphé in 
a human context balances its previous divine context, and (as 
we saw) implies more than mere outward shape; but schéma 
does mean shape (though NRSV loosely renders it form’), 
while ‘likeness’ is also vague. And why is ‘slave’ mentioned 
before human status? The best answer lies in recognizing an 
allusion to the Isaian ‘Servant’ (Jeremias 1963; 1965). This is 
prima facie likely because that figure was so important for NT 
writers (Dodd 1952: 88-96). Though here all the words that 
favour an allusion are different from those usual in the NT, 
and imply the existence ofa translation closer to the Hebrew 
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(e.g. doulos, ‘slave’, instead of pais, ‘boy’), the cluster of sig- 
nificant ideas could well form a recognizable way of hinting 
at the Isaian figure. Thus he ‘emptied himself’ could evoke 
‘he poured out himself’ (Isa 53:12), morphé could allude to 
the Servant’s lost beauty (Isa 52:14; 53:2), and he ‘humbled 
himself’? to Isa 53:4. This proposal has been unjustly 
opposed; it has more explanatory power than others. It illu- 
minates the paradoxical choice of morphé to connote both 
Christ’s divine nature and his acceptance of ‘slave’ status, 
especially if we accept that behind the Isaian Servant lies 
the role of the king in the pre-exilic cult (Eaton 1979: 75-84). 
Doulos is then not merely a slave as in the Graeco-Roman 
world but the royal Son and Servant of the divine King, 
living and dying in obedience (as in v. 8) as Chrysostom 
realized. Christ’s ‘self-emptying’, like that of the Isaian Ser- 
vant, bears an implication of sacrificial self-giving, lived out 
physically on earth, but also revealing a quality intrinsic to 
divine love. 

Several keywords here also help to anchor the passage in 
the letter as a whole. ‘He humbled himself’ gives the model 
for the humility recommended in 2:3. The root occurs 
again, together with words formed from mor phé and schéma, 
in 3:21. As the Son ‘was found’ in the human race (v. 7), so 
Paul hopes finally to ‘be found’ in him (3:9). But these 
recurrences are transformed in a way that depends on the 
second part of the ‘story’ of Christ. The whole passage, 2:5-11, 
has a downward—upward movement. The shameful death 
by the cross is the lowest point; vv. 9-11 are the upward- 
moving reversal, a second stanza in terms of poetic struc- 
ture. 

v. 9, ‘Therefore’ (dio) implies God’s acceptance of Christ’s 
selfoffering, not necessarily a reward. The verb ‘highly 
exalted’ (huper-hupsoo) expresses a superlative degree of 
honour. Paul delights in huper-compounds (Fee 1995: 221). 
Those who take the passage primarily as a Christological 
statement find it strange that the resurrection is not explicitly 
mentioned, but it is implicit in ‘exalted’. ‘And gave him’ 
(echarisato) is more accurately ‘graciously conferred on him’; 
the verb used of God’s giving the Philippians the grace of 
suffering for Christ (1:29). This echo, occurring in such 
close proximity, links their sufferings with Christ’s glorifica- 
tion after his passion; the upward movement is for them too. 
What has been conferred is ‘the name that is above every 
name’: in biblical idiom ‘name’ can be personal or titular; 
a name has meaning and is charged with power. What 
name is meant here? The choice is between Jesus and Kurios, 
‘Lord’. ‘{SJo that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend’ (v. 10) might seem to favour ‘Jesus’, but the confession 
that ‘Jesus Christ is Lord’ (v. 11) points decisively to the 
latter. ‘Jesus’ is his human name; Kurios and Christos are 
conferred titles, as in Peter’s proclamation ‘God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified’ 
(Acts 2:36). 

Christos (Heb. masiah) denotes the expected ‘Anointed one’; 
Kurios was the regular Greek rendering of ’édénay, the rever- 
ent equivalent of YHWH, though it had many other uses, 
including forthe emperor. But wv. 10-11 are an adapted quota- 
tion of Isa 45:23, the context of which is that YHWH has 
proclaimed that he alone is God; there he says ‘To me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.’ Paul vastly expands 
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‘every knee’, and changes ‘to me’ to ‘at the name of Jesus’; then 
he changes ‘swear’ to ‘confess’ adding the object clause ‘that 
Jesus Christ is Lord (Kurtos).’ At the beginning of the ‘story’ in 
2:6 Jesus was ‘in the form of God’; now he is ‘hyper-exalted’ 
and Paul adapts a text that denies that there is any God but 
YHWH, to say that God has given Jesus the supreme name, so 
that he may at last be adored by every being in the threefold 
cosmos and universally acclaimed as Kurios. Butin this acclam- 
ation does Kurios function as the name YHWH, so that, God 
having conferred it on Jesus, a distinction is implied between 
God and YHWH? Or if Kurios functions not as a name but as 
an ordinary predicate, what other value for itis high enough to 
measure up to Paul’s statements implying Jesus’ divinity? 
(He must also have been aware of making a politically danger- 
ous claim contrary to the imperial cult (Tellbe 1994: 111-14), 
but Paul’s primary focus is theological.) The above dilemma 
seems inescapable: intolerable to Jews, and embarrassing to 
Christian exegetes who assume that rigorous monotheism 
was established long before Jesus and Paul. This is why 
theories of non-Jewish influences on early Christology have 
proliferated, encouraging theories that the ‘hymn’ in ch. 2 is 
non-Pauline. Recent research, however, is showing ever more 
clearly that, at least until the reconstruction of Judaism after 
70 CE, Jewish theologizing took many forms and at least some 
were far short of the eventual monotheism (Segal 1978; 
Barker 1992). The total identification of YHWH with the 
High God ’él ‘elyén, and the redefinition of the latter’s sons 
as angels, long remained incomplete, and the memory of 
how the king had been enthroned as ‘Son of YHWH’ 
haunted minds disaffected towards the second temple. The 
varieties of pre-rabbinic Judaism already contained the 
materials for the Christian interpretation of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection in relation to the divine unity. It is 
no longer enough to say that in v. 11 Kurios is ‘the equivalent of 
Yahweh’ and that ‘Paul’s monotheism is kept intact by 
the final phrase, “unto the glory of God the Father”’’, as in 1 
Cor 8:6, ‘one God the Father...and one Lord Jesus Christ’ 
(Fee 1995: 222, 226); this only restates the dilemma above. 
Paul’s faith can be understood only as already essentially 
trinitarian. 

In conclusion, wv. 5-11 are fully integrated in the letter. Paul 
introduces the ‘story’ of Jesus to encourage the Philippians to 
humility and mutual respect by looking at him. Within that 
context the upward movement, effected by God’s exalting of 
Christ, reminds them ofthe divine call behind the exhortation 
in 2:1-5, as if to say ‘as disciples and members of Christ, you 
do not need to think of your own interests or dignity—leave it 
all to God; just contemplate (phroneite) the whole story of 
Christ. Whatever you have to suffer now, Christ is leading 
you to glory.’ Within the letter as a whole, the passage is the 
climax of the first great exhortation. The second climax, in 
ch. 3, balances the first, both by verbal echoes and by repeating 
the downward—upward movement, now with reference to 
Paul. The movement corresponds to a pattern found (with 
variations) in a number of early quasi-credal statements, some 
more poetic in style, others less. The pattern would have 
taken shape in early meditation on Jesus’ baptism, death, 
and resurrection in the light of OT texts, as in Acts 2:22—-36. 
Its skeleton is in 2 Cor 8:9; freer variations appear in Col 
r:15—20 and the Gospel of John, especially the prologue and 
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the theme of lifting up and glorification. In early poetry we 
find it in the second-century Odes of Solomon, with typically 
Syrian emphasis on the descent to Sheol, in Odes 17, 22 
(which brings Jesus’ baptism into the pattern), 24, and 42. 
Since Paul was probably the earliest of all the writers in- 
volved, the variants of the pattern may well issue out from him. 


(2:12-18) The Response Paul Desires from the Philippians 
Paul returns to direct exhortation, now illuminated by 
Christ’s example; ‘you have always obeyed’ echoes ‘he became 
obedient’ (2:8), and likewise has no named object, but implies 
primarily God (Lightfoot 1879: 115-16), rather than Paul (as 
NRSV). wv. 12-13, Paul has mentioned salvation as his hope 
both for himself (1:19) and for the Philippians, adding ‘this is 
God’s doing’ (1:28). What is added now is emphasison human 
collaboration with God: ‘work out your own salvation. .. for it 
is God who is at work’. It is not, of course, autonomous labour. 
The force of 2:5-11 still directs the thought; the Christian's 
personal effort is with and in Christ. ‘Fear and trembling’ was 
proverbial from the OT; Paul usually uses it of human 
relations (1 Cor 2:3; 2 Cor 7:15; Eph 6:5), but here of a stance 
before God. At 1:15 Paul uses ‘good pleasure’ of attitudes 
favourable to himself, though usually in the NT it refers to 
God’s benevolent will towards humankind (e.g. Lk 2:14; Eph 
1:5). vv. 12-13 became a key text in all discussions of grace and 
free will. 

v. 14, Paul echoes the Exodus story for both warning and 
encouragement, alluding to the people’s repeated grumbling 
(Ex 15-17; Num 14-17) and ‘arguing’: with divided minds, 
doubting God’s providence. v. 15, phrases in Deut 32:5 are 
turned from condemnation to encouragement: ‘children of 
God without blemish’ is what Moses said the people no longer 
were; Paul promises the Philippians that they can become so. 
A ‘crooked and perverse generation’ was said of the people; 
Paul applies it to the hostile environment in which the Phil- 
ippians ‘shine like stars’ (with perhaps a hint of Mt 5:14, 16). He 
uses the present tense to encourage them, but in v. 16 there is 
a hint of pleading; on their ‘holding fast to the word of life’ 
depends his hope of being able to ‘boast [cf: 1:26] on the day of 
Christ[cf. 1:10] that[he] did notrun in vain’—again the athletic 
metaphor, used as in Gal 2:2; 4:11. v. 17, he changes to a 
metaphor of religious intensity: ‘even if I am being poured 
out as a libation [eight words for one in Greek, spendomai] over 
the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice’. Here the ‘priests’ are the Philippians (cf. 4:18); he is 
ready to be part of their offering. (Paul never uses cultic or 
priestly terms in direct designation of his apostolic ministry, 
but only by way of metaphor; this is true even of the concen- 
trated cultic language in Rom 15:16. Priestly and sacrificial 
language can be applied to all members of the church.) ‘Offer- 
ing’ here renders leitourgia, see PHIL 1.19. It came to refer to 
religious worship (hence ‘liturgy’), especially in the Greek 
Bible, but it retained its financial connotations (Peterlin 
1995: 195-9). Here it combines with ‘sacrifice’ in a cultic 
metaphor, meaning the life of Christian faith. (In 2:25, 30 
the financial sense is more prominent.) v. 18, Paul ends this 
section with a burst of joy (I am glad’) using not different 
words (as NRSV) but chairé four times, twice compounded 
with sun-, to express his own joy and to call the Philippians to 
the same. 


1187 


Timothy and Epaphroditus, Paul’s Go-Betweens (2:19-30) 


This section introduces two of Paul’s helpers, but tells us 
more about his affection for them than the reasons for their 
journeys. On Timothy see Acts 16:1-3; 17:14—-15; 19:22; he is 
not named in the account of Paul’s first visit to Philippi, but 
the Christians there know him (v. 22), doubtless from thetime 
mentioned in Acts 20:4. Paul’s praise of him as alone 
iso-psuchon (lit. equal-souled) echoes his wish that they 
should all be sumpsuchoi (2:2). Apparently speaking of his 
present circumstances, Paul excepts Timothy alone from a 
judgement more sweeping than he made in 1:15—17: ‘All... are 
seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ’ (v. 21); 
he has urged the opposite attitude in 2:4. Timothy has 
‘served’ (edouleusen, v. 22) ‘the gospel’ with Paul, like a son to 
him, both of them being slaves (doulot, 1:1) of Christ who took 
the form of a slave. As for Epaphroditus, Paul calls him 
‘brother’ and uses two sun-words, ‘fellow-worker’ and 
‘fellow-soldier’ (v. 25). He had come with a gift (4:18) as the 
Philippians’ envoy (apostolos in the sense of Saliah, the agent 
of a synagogue, and leitourgos). Dissectors of Philippians 
argue that Paul would not have left his thanks to the end. 
Yet his appreciation is certainly implicit in wv. 25 and 30, 
where he uses Jeitourgia again in a ‘non-liturgical’ sense, for 
their subvention which Epaphroditus, at risk to his life, has 
brought. Admittedly his thanks are qualified; ‘services 
that you could not give’ (NRSV) is more literally ‘your 
shortfall (husteréma) towards me’. See further PHIL 4:10—-19. 
The Philippians had heard of Epaphroditus’ illness; Paul 
has sent him back to relieve their anxiety about him 
(vv. 25-8). He wants them to receive Epaphroditus with joy 
and hold people like him in honour (v. 29); he hopes shortly to 
send Timothy for more news and then soon to come himself 
(vv. 19-24). 

What lies behind these dealings? (See PHIL A.3.) Peterlin 
(1995), analysing passages in Philippians and other letters 
in sociological categories, sees a community of house 
churches, differing in social and financial status and not 
all equally enthusiastic about regularly supporting Paul. 
Epaphroditus, he suggests, was well-off and willing to dis- 
charge a leitourgia, but not popular with all. This is a credible 
picture of relationships within the community but it neglects 
relevant external factors. As for grounds of dissension, 
when Paul saw serious trouble he usually spoke out 
plainly. The hints of discord or the grounds for suspecting 
criticisms of Paul in Philippians cannot compare with the 
evidence in 1-2 Corinthians. Clearly he is anxious for 
the Philippians’ unity; but he seems to see the trouble as 
healable by recalling them to a right mind and renewed joy 
in Christ (cf. put 4:8). 


Second Exhortation on Discipleship (3:1-4:1) 


(3:1-2) Transition These verses are widely held to belong to 
different letters (see PHIL D.2 and most commentaries). v. 1, 
the first phrase, ‘Finally’ (to loipon, lit. for the rest) is often a 
closing formula but equally can be a mere link like ‘so’. The 
imperative chairetecan mean ‘farewell’ but can equally remain 
arealimperative, ‘rejoice’ (as NRSV). Those who see wy. 1-2 as 
containing the end of a letter and the start of a fragment will 
take the first option in each case, but the second pair of 
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options is perfectly possible and can support the case for 
the verse being a transition within one letter, as is defended 
here, following Reed (1996). Either way, the second sentence 
in v. t is difficult, because the three main terms in it are 
all obscure. (1) To what do ‘the same things’ refer, which 
Paul speaks of writing? (2) What does he mean by saying 
that his writing is not ‘troublesome’ for him? (3) What 
does he mean by being ‘a safeguard’ for his addressees? (1) 
On the assumption of a plurality of sources, ‘the same things’ 
are the various themes that Paul frequently addresses. On 
the ‘integrity view’, it means primarily rejoicing (just 
commended for the twelfth time), and probably also the 
warning (v. 2) that Paul is about to express, as often before 
(cf. 3:18). (2) Paul says that repeating this is not ‘trouble- 
some’ for him, or something similar according to most 
interpretations. But the verb from which this adjective 
(oknéron) is formed primarily means ‘to hesitate’ or ‘shrink’. 
Formulas using this word-group are common in Hellenistic 
papyrus letters in many contexts, e.g. of request or invitation: 
‘I say without hesitation...’ or ‘Don’t hesitate to ask...’ (Reed 
1996); polite, persuasive formulas used when a writer 
feels tact is called for, as Paul might well here. In contrast, 
to say that writing the same things is ‘not troublesome’ 
seems rather pointless. (3) For his addressees, he says, his 
repetition is a ‘safeguard’ (asphales). Against what? The word 
negates ideas of stumbling or going wrong. Though it usually 
means ‘safe’ in a ‘passive’ sense (from danger, error, etc.), 
Paul applies it to his own action (calling for rejoicing) with 
reference to the effect he wants it to have on his readers, 
namely to stabilize and confirm them in faith and keep 
them from harm (whatharm, we learn inv. 2). In conclusion, 
though the verse marks a transition, it need not be an unin- 
telligibly harsh one: ‘So go on, brothers [and sisters], rejoicing 
in the Lord; I don’t hesitate to repeat this, while for you it is 
salutary.’ 

v. 2, the question of continuity arises again: there seems 
to be a sudden leap from gentleness to anger. Yet how 
harsh this feels depends on how one word is translated. 
The threefold ‘look’ (blepete) has often been taken as ‘beware 
of’ (as NRSV). But the latter sense normally requires a 
preposition not used here; without it, the probable sense 
is ‘look hard at’. The verse is still a warning, and the 
strong language and its objects still have to be explained, but 
the tone now sounds less shrill. On a stylistic analysis 
(cf. Reed 1996: 84-8), the triple imperative balances the 
three imperatives in the three previous verses: ‘receive’, 
‘hold in honour’, and ‘rejoice’ (2:29, 30; 3:1). The first 
three are addressed to friends; the second three refer to 
people regarded as enemies. A parallel occurs in 3:17-19. 
The transition here remains arresting, but it can be seen to 


be bridged. 


(3:2-11) Paul’s ‘Transvaluation of Values’ through Christ 
Whatever personal tensions there are within the 
community, Paul wants to draw their minds back to Christ 
as he did in ch. 2, but this time by telling them his own story, 
how he ‘emptied himself’ of secure pride so as to be with 
Christ, and how his only aim now is to follow the ‘upward call’ 
to the end. Judaism is where he started, but non-Christian 
Judaism would hardly be familiar to this church formed 
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mainly of Gentile converts. Yet they are being troubled by 
people urging circumcision, contrary to the Jerusalem 
decision (Acts 15) not to impose it on Gentile converts and 
Paul’s efforts to uphold this. This can account for Paul’s 
starting-point in v. 2 and (to some extent) moderate the shock 
ofhis strong language. He may be quoting expressions that he 
had used on previous occasions (cf. 3:18) to raise his converts’ 
morale by mocking at opponents. The first two could be 
turning back terms used by the ‘enemy’; the third (katatomé) 
is a sarcastic play on ‘circumcision’ (peritomé), changing 
the prefix to one implying destruction. It is clear that circum- 
cision is the issue, but not an attack on Jewish Christians 
as such, provided they do not deny that Gentile converts 
are true Christians and heirs to the promises to Israel. v. 3, 
Paul recalls his teaching on the ‘true circumcision’ through 
faith in Christ (Rom 2:25-9); now he adds the charismatic 
experience of Gentile Christians ‘who worship in the Spirit 
of God’. He wants them to remain content as they are; but 
he does not explain why circumcision has been urged on 
them. He uses his regular antithesis of ‘flesh’ and ‘spirit’, 
but af ter 3:1 there is no more anger like that in Galatians. The 
suggestion of Tellbe (1994: 116-20; put B.3) is plausible: 
all circumcised Jews could enjoy the exemptions granted by 
Rome to Judaism as a permitted religion, even if some were 
now also Christians; but uncircumcised Gentile Christians, 
even though recognized by Jewish Christians on the basis of 
Acts 15, could not. If they refused to take part in the 
imperial cult (surely important in a proud colonia), Paul’s 
converts would be ‘disloyal citizens’ and incur persecution, 
as they already had (1:29). The Jewish Christians offer a 
way out: join us and live at peace. They might insist that 
it would involve no infidelity to Christ; but Paul could only 
see it as undermining his whole work of extending member- 
ship of God’s people on the sole basis of faith in Christ 
crucified. 

wy. 4-11, this may be why Paul leaves the circumcision 
issue, to tell (doubtless retell) his personal story. He is a 
Jewish Christian, once proud of his birth, observance, and 
zeal (vv. 5-6; cf. Acts 26:4-11). But he has undergone a 
complete ‘transvaluation of values’, which in wv. 3-11 he 
expresses by a series of keywords with changed applications. 
He recalls his former confidence in Jewish practice; we have 
seen at 1:6, 25, and 2:24 that he now bases this only on 
Christ. His righteousness was once based on the law (v. 6); 
now, solely on his faith in Christ (v. 9). In wv. 7-8 Paul plays 
on an accounting metaphor of gain (kerdos and verb kerdainé, 
cf. 1:21) and loss (zémia and verb zémioumai); his assets 
have changed places by his new reckoning. Indeed, the 
metaphor of gain and loss, though quite different from 
that implicit in 2:6—-8, corresponds in effect to Christ’s re- 
garding his divine status as ‘no prize to be clung to’ (oukh 
har pagmon) and, instead, ‘emptying himself’ (cf. Fee 1995: 
314-15). The allusion continues in Paul’s hope ‘that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him’ (vw. 8-9), as Christ was 
found in solidarity with the human race (2:7); when 
finally ‘the books are opened’, Paul hopes to be acknowledged 
as Christ’s, because he has renounced all his assets to trust 
totally in him. What he now calls them (skubala, ‘filth’) 
recalls the invective of v. 2. v. 9 succinctly summarizes 
Paul’s teaching on justification (Fee 1995: 319-26), which 
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his converts would know well. v. 10 corresponds to 2:6-9 
at the turning-point from descent to ascent. ‘To know Christ’, 
implies intimate, experiential knowledge, cf. 1:9; this is 
why Paul does not keep the order of Christ’s crucifixion 
and exaltation, but interweaves them, just as the power 
of Christ’s resurrection, the sharing (koindnia) of his 
sufferings, and becoming like him in his death are experi- 
enced as interwoven in Christian prayer, liturgy, and life. 
As Christ was in the form of God and took the form of a 
slave (2:6-7), so Paul wants only to be ‘con-formed’ (sum- 
morphizomenos), moulded into that mor phé. (The vocabulary 
recurs in 3:21.) 


(3:12-16) Following the Upward Call with Paul v. 12, Paul’s 
upward way (from v. 11) corresponds to 2:9-11, but glory is 
far ahead; to ‘attain the resurrection’ is an object of 
humble hope, desire, and effort. Paul knows that he has not 
‘obtained’ (elabon) this or ‘been made perfect’ (as NRSV fn., 
cf. PHIL 3:15) ‘but I press on’ (diok6, lit. pursue; last used 
of his former zeal in persecution, 3:6), ‘to grasp it (katalabo), 
as I have been grasped by Christ Jesus’ (my tr.). Though 
the words are different, the image stands in striking counter- 
point to harpagmos in 2:6; NRSV obscures this by using 
‘make [one’s] own’. vv. 13-14, Paul repeats the verb, merging 
his accounting metaphor into that of running a race, a 
cliché of popular ethics that he has used before; ‘straining 
forward’ (epekteinomenos) renews the image in ‘eager expect- 
ation’ (PHIL 1:20). See further Pfitzner (1967: 134-56). 
‘The goal’ (skopos; its verb skoped occurs in 2:4 and 3:17) 
is anything aimed at, but ‘prize’ (brabeion) belongs to 
athletics. The aim and the prize are pursued in response 
to ‘the upward call’ (as NRSV fn.) of God in Christ Jesus. 

v. 15, this completes Paul’s own downward—upward 
‘story’, which corresponds to 2:6-11; now he turns to his 
addressees, and first to ‘those of us... who are mature’ (teleioi, 
lit. perfect). At v. 12 he has just disclaimed the related verb for 
himself. The mystery cults used these terms to refer to grades 
of initiation, and Paul could on occasion draw on that vocabu- 
lary for a metaphor (e.g. 4:12); Gnostic sects used it system- 
atically. Koester (1961-2) and others find hints of Gnostic 
opponents here and elsewhere, but such theories go beyond 
exegesis. Neither is there need to posit charismatics who have 
got above themselves, as in Corinth, where Paul refers, per- 
haps with irony, to ‘the perfect’ (1 Cor 2:6). Here Paul returns 
to his major theme of a Christlike mindset (phronein); he is 
leading up to his concluding appeals in 4:2 and 4:8. He has 
held up the supreme model in 2:5-11 and told his own story; 
he seeks to persuade, not to bludgeon. He invites any who 
may ‘think differently’ to be attentive and receptive to God’s 
interior revelation. “This is not the language or mode of 


polemics’ (Fee 1995: 353). 


(3:17-4:1) Citizens of earth and heaven In 3:17—19 Paul holds 
up examples and counter-examples. Obviously he has told his 
own story to invite imitation, but in calling the Philippians to 
be his ‘fellow-imitators’ (sum-mimeétai) he puts himself beside 
them, as in 3:15; Christ, not Paul, is the model. Secondly, 
he tells them to ‘observe’ (skopette) those who live according 
to the ‘example (tupos) you have in us’; here speaks a teacher, 
not one demanding a personality-cult. In contrast, in wv. 18-19 
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Paul renews past warnings against ‘many’ whom (as his 
urgent tone shows) he regards as a serious threat. Their ‘end 
is destruction’ (a poleia); in 1:28 this fate awaits opponents who 
are probably persecutors, but Paul’s tears suggest a group 
within the church. They are ‘enemies of the cross of Christ’, 
yet nothing marks them as Jewish Christians. ‘Their god is 
their belly’ might refer to converts who, on the dietary 
issues discussed in 1 Cor 8, allow themselves too much 
liberty. ‘Their minds are set (phronountes) on earthly things’ 
and ‘their glory is in their shame’—these phrases are 
enigmatic, but they could apply to Christians who, in face of 
the state cult and social pressures, chose to enjoy the sense of 
civic glory but with the shame of compromise, taking part in 
meals connected with public sacrifices and, in Paul’s view, 
reducing Christianity to one among other acceptable philoso- 
phies. 

If something like this was the case, v. 20 follows appositely: 
it is right to want to be good citizens, ‘but our citizenship 
(politeuma) is in heaven’. Politeuma recalls the related verb 
in 1:27 and reinforces the case for taking it in civic terms, 
though many have understood both words more loosely in 
terms of way of life. The noun (often rendered ‘common- 
wealth’) refers to the state of which one is a citizen, either 
directly or by citizenship of an enfranchised colony, as 
Philippi was of Rome. Paul valued Roman citizenship 
and readily appealed to it at need; but just as humankind, 
created in God’s image, has authority only by that title, so 
has any state. Hence for Christians (as also for Jews), God’s 
politeuma is primary. Thus Paul’s contemporary Philo, 
speaking of the patriarchs as ‘sojourners on earth’, says 
that heaven is their native land, in which they have their 
citizenship (politeuontat, Philo, Conf: Ling. 78-9), and a 
second-century apologist says exactly the same of Christians 
(Letter to Diognetus, 5). The heavenly politeuma is not merely 
an ideal; Christians actually live in two orders, of which 
the earthly is under the judgement of the heavenly. They 
are related not only ‘vertically’ but also eschatologically; 
‘it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour (sotér), the 
Lord Jesus Christ’. ‘Saviour’ contrasts with the ‘destruction’ 
facing the ‘enemies of the cross’, as sdtéria and apoleia 
are contrasted in 1:28. But sdtér was also a title used in the 
ruler-cult; applied to Christ it makes a higher claim for 
him, just as ‘Christ is Kurios’ does over against the emperor. 
3:21 winds up the parallelism of chs. 2:1-18 and 3 with many 
significant echoes. ‘He will transform [metaschématiset, 
schéma, 2:8] the body of our humiliation’ (cf. ‘humility’, 2:3 
and‘hehumbled himself’, 2:8, all from the same root tapeinos 
‘that it may be conformed [sum-morphon, cf. mor phé, divine 
and then human, 2:6-7] to the body of his glory [doxa, cf. 2:11 
and in contrast just above, 3:19], by the power [energeia, cf. the 
twofold use of the related verb at 2:13] that also enables him to 
make all things subject to himself’. To savour how these 
echoes work, and then to see how 3:21 virtually sums up 1 
Cor 15:20-8 and 2 Cor 3:18-5:10, is better than any commen- 
tary, but Fee (1995: 381-4) is good. 4:1 concludes the main 
exhortation: ‘Therefore... stand firm in the Lord in this way’; 
for the rest, it overflows with words of love and joy, among 
which one (epipothétoi, beloved) echoes Epaphroditus’ yearn- 
ing in 2:26. 
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Final Exhortation, Thanks for Support, and Conclusion 
(4:2-23) 


(4:2-3) Last Appeal for Harmony As already noted, recent 
exegetes find hints of disunity, and perhaps of different 
causes, in many passages (PHIL B.3), but 4:2 is the first 
place where Paul comes to naming names. Yet even here 
the trouble between Euodia and Syntyche is not defined 
more than as a failure ‘to be of the same mind’ (to think, 
phronein, the same). Garland (1985: 172-3) sees the whole 
letter as leading up to this; Peterlin (1995) constructs a 
total picture, defining the roles of episkopot, diakonoi, and 
‘co-workers’ (sunergot, 2:25; 4:3); the two women are diakonoi, 
leaders oftwohouse-groupsin conflict, probably over material 
support of Paul. In contrast, Fee (1995: 385-400) after a 
survey of theories concludes that none is proven; we know 
neither the cause of the quarrel, nor the identity of the 
oyal companion’, nor of the Clement named here, nor 
whether Lydia (Acts 16:14) was still there (perhaps identical 
with one or other of the women, or the ‘companion’. 
The clearest indications of trouble in Philippians point to 
persecution and the temptation of Jewish Christianity 
(Tellbe 1994), but there is no hint of these as the issue in 
4:2. One thing seems clear: the quarrel is serious and worries 
Paul; if 2:1-5 is related to it, it seems to have divided the 
community. 


(4:4-9) Last Call to Joy, Peace, and ‘Right Thinking’ in 
Christ Yet whatever the trouble is, Paul seems confident 
that the cure is to recall the Philippians to the charismatic 
joy of their first coming to faith, exactly as he reminded their 
neighbours in Thessalonica how ‘in spite of persecutions you 
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit’ (t Thess 
1:6). His constant insistence on joy is not mere cheerfulness; 
this and following Christ with a right mind are the keys to 
Paul’s strategy towards the Philippians. In wv. 4-7 he invites 
them to share the spirit of his initial greeting and prayer for 
them, with a few new touches. v. 5, ‘Let your gentleness 
(epietkés) be known to everyone’: most versions have some- 
thing similar. Butthe basic sense of epieikés is ‘seemly’, decent 
or equitable; the phrase could be a last word on good citizen- 
ship, much as in 1 Pet 3:16. ‘The Lord is near’: in joy or 
suffering, or if the latter leads to death, all the nearer. v. 6, 
‘Do not worry about anything’: as Paul has demonstrated 
regarding liberty or captivity, life or death (and is about to 
add, plenty or hardship). The basis is a perfect trust in God, 
expressed in prayer like that in 1:3-11 and here, which brings 
peace as inv. 7. Paul sums up his appeals for a right mind in 
Christ in w. 8-9, now using a synonym as in 3:13. Few 
versions do justice to the heightened solemnity of tone (re- 
miniscent of 2:1-4) and of vocabulary, which (like 2:6-11) 
includes several words beyond Paul’s usual range. Neither 
there nor here need this point to a different author, despite 
the fact that both the rhetoric and the content ofv. 8 are typical 
both of popular (especially Stoic) philosophy and of Hellenis- 
tic Judaism. This somewhat troubles Fee (1995: 413-19), butit 
need not (cf. pHit £). Paul could harness this language to his 
gospel when he found it appropriate. In v. 9, as in 3:17, he 
reminds his pupils of what they have learned from him; he 
speaks with no arrogance butas a true teacher. 
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(4:10-23) Paul’s Attitude to Gifts Received and Last Greet- 
ings The section composed of wv. 10-19 takes up from 
that in 2:19-30, completing the rondo pattern in the letter 
(put F); the last appearance of several keywords also marks 
the overall inclusto: rejoice, v. 10; be concerned (phronein), v. 10; 
be humbled (tapeinousthai, obscured in NRSV), v. 11; share 
(koinonos words, but now in a financial idiom), wv. 14, 15; 
gospel, v. 15; glory, v. 20. A simple reading may find behind 
this and 2:19-30 no more than a simple story, to which Paul 
refers with modest and undemanding gratitude; but there are 
hints of more complicated feelings (Peterlin 1995: 209-16). 
The Philippian church has supported Paul generously since 
the beginning (vv. 15-16). Paul is, and wants to appear, duly 
grateful, but in the embarrassment of need (chreia, 2:25; v. 16) 
he has to speak of shortfall (husteréma, 2:30; hustéresis, v. 11; 
NRSV conceals this by a bland paraphrase both times). But 
again, he wants not to seem demanding (v. 17); hence his 
assurances that he has learnt to be content with whatever he 
has (vv. 11-13). Here Paul shows the same equanimity as in 
1:18 and 22; perhaps with a touch of mock solemnity, he uses 
the Stoic word autarkés (‘self-sufficient’; NRSV ‘content’, v. 11) 
and a metaphor from the mystery cults (lit. 1 am initiated into 
everything, v. 12). But then he fears that he may seem to be 
indifferent to the support which he actually needs. ‘Mirror- 
reading’ runs the risk of straying into imaginative fiction; but 
Paul’s words here, almost as much as in 2 Corinthians, do 
suggest that he is facing several lines of criticism. Finally he 
stops trying to explain, and turns to praising their gift by 
describing it (by a metaphor already used in 2:17) asa sacrifice 
pleasing to God (v. 18), and praying that God will meet all 
their needs. The passage ends with a doxology. We do not 
know how successful this letter was in restoring harmony. No 
evidence remains to the contrary, in contrast with what 1 
Clement reveals about Corinth some years after Paul’s 
letters. 

The letter closes by sending usual affectionate greetings 
and mentioning the emperor’s household (v. 22), a hint (as 
1:13) of successful influence on Paul’s part, perhaps through 
his Praetorian contacts. 
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70. Colossians 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Colossae. 1. The sparse unexcavated ruins of what had 
been a large and prosperous Hellenistic city are located in 
the valley of the river Lycus 12 miles east of Denzili in Turkey. 
Seleucid promotion of its neighbours Laodicea and Hierapolis 
in the third pre-Christian century ended Colossae’s virtual 
monopoly of the wool production of the valley. None the less 
the cyclamen purple (colossinus) fleeces of Colossae (Pliny, 
Nat. Hist. 21.51) continued to rival the glossy black wool of 
Laodicea (Strabo, Geog. 12.8.6). They were the mainstay of the 
local economy. Access to international markets was facilitated 
by the location of the cities on the great ‘common highway’ 
linking Ephesus (120 miles west) with the Euphrates (ibid. 
14.2.29). The population was mainly pagan but in 213 scx, in 
order to enhancecommerce and trade, Antiochus III installed 
2,000 Jewish families from Mesopotamia (Josephus, Ant 
12.148—53). By 62 BcE the amount of the temple tax confis- 
cated by the Roman governor (20 pounds of gold) reveals that 
there were at least 11,000 adult male Jews in the Lycus valley 
(Lightfoot 1904: 20). 

2. The Lycus valley was evangelized by Epaphras (4:13), a 
native of Colossae (4:12), who had been commissioned by 
Paul (see cox 1:7). Paul’s appreciation of the contrast between 
his own arrival in Philippi and Thessalonica, where he had to 
start from scratch each time, and his experience in Corinth 
(Acts 18:2-3) and Ephesus (Acts 18:19; 1 Cor 16:19), where 
Prisca and Aquila furnished him with a well-established base, 
helped him to the realization that travellers returning home 
would be the most effective apostles. They started with built-in 
advantages: they did not have to look for work, they were 
known and trusted, they had networks of family, friends, 
and acquaintances, who could be guaranteed to listen, at least 
initially. Most, if not all, of the converts made by Epaphras 
were pagans (1:21; 2:13). 

3. The volcanic springs and underground rivers alerted 
Strabo to the unstable character of the Lycus valley, ‘if any 
country is subject to earthquakes, Laodicea is’ (Geog. 12.8.16). 
A major earthquake hit in 60 cz (Tac., Ann. 14.27.1). Both 
Laodicea and Hierapolis were rebuilt, but Colossae never 
recovered; note the silence of Pliny (Nat. Hist. 5.105). Its 
long slide into oblivion terminated in the ninth century cE 
when the site was definitively abandoned. 


B. Authenticity. 1. There is no consensus regarding the 
authorship of Colossians. The case against authenticity has 
been most comprehensively argued recently by Schenk (1987) 
and Furnish (1992), but the reasons they assemble—style, 
conception of Paul’s role, Christology, eschatology, and lit- 
erary dependence—are not compelling. 

2. Style was once thought to be the definitive argument 
against Pauline origin (Bujard 1973), but when analysed in a 
more sophisticated way it appears that Colossians is perfectly 
at home among the accepted letters (Neumann 1990: 213). 
Moreover, the stylistic variations between all the Pauline let- 
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ters are far from insignificant (Kenny 1986: 80), and the 
influence of co-authors and secretaries can no longer be ig- 
nored (Murphy-O’Connor 19954: 34). There is no standard of 
Pauline style to which doubtful letters can be compared. 

3. Paul, we are told, is presented as the peerless, transcend- 
ent apostle. This is not in fact the case. The language of 
Colossians is certainly universalist, eg. ‘the gospel which 
you heard, which has been preached to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister’ (1:23; cf. 1:6, 
28), but the lack of the article before ‘minister’ shows that 
Paul does not consider himself the unique agent, and the 
hyperbole is precisely paralleled by 1 Thess 1:8, both as regards 
tense and extension. Paul had to stress his universal, but not 
exclusive, responsibility in writing to a church that he did not 
found directly (2:1). It is also asserted that Colossians gives 
Paul’s sufferings a vicarious value, whereas in the authentic 
letters they are viewed kerygmatically. This argument has no 
foundation. It is due to the mistranslation of a key verse; see 
cot 1:24. The identification of the gospel as ‘the mystery’ 
(1:26—-7; 2:2; 4:3) is a Pauline paradox, since the whole point 
is that it is no longer a secret. It does not, therefore, convey a 
different perspective on revelation. 

4. The Christology of Colossians can be seen as fiundamen- 
tally different from that of the authentic letters only if it is 
assumed that Paul was in full agreement with everything that 
appears in Colossians. In fact the situation is parallel to that of 
1 Corinthians where Paul quotes Corinthian statements with 
which he is in flat disagreement. The cosmic dimension, 
which is most visible in 1:15—20, does not represent Paul’s 
thought. It is quoted from a Colossian hymn, which Pauledits 
severely to incorporate his own vision of Christ (see cot r:15— 
20). His adversaries ‘had done their best to give Christ a 
prominent place in the realm of cosmic speculation. What 
they had not done, and the editor now proceeds to do, is to 
recognize his earthly activity’ (Barrett 1994: 146). Contrast 
1:19 with 2:10, and note the stress on the crucifixion (1:20; 
2:14). The vision of the church as ‘the body of Christ’ (1:184; 
2:19) is simply a more graphic statement of the union of 
believers with Christ and each other (Gal 2:20; 3:27—8). The 
distinction between the individual Jesus Christ (‘the head’) 
and his ‘body’ was imposed on Paul by the circumstances at 
Colossae. It does not appear in 1 Cor 12:12-27 or Rom 12:4-5 
because the position of Christ was not an issue in those 
churches. 

5. Itis claimed thatthe realized eschatology of Colossians is 
incompatible with the future eschatology of the authentic 
letters. On only two occasions, however, is the resurrection 
of believers presented as a past fact (2:12; 3:1), and in context 
this is nothing more than a vivid expression of their passage 
from ‘death’ to ‘life’ (2:13; cf. Rom 6:11). Standard Pauline 
future eschatology appears in 1:22-3, 28; 3:4, 6, 24-5. 

6. The charge that Colossians is the work of a secondary 
imitator, because it conflates phrases from Romans, 1-2 Cor- 
inthians, Galatians, and 1 Thessalonians, exaggerates the im- 
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port of verbal reminiscences, while at the same time failing to 
provide a justification for the proposed redactional technique 
in only parts of Colossians. 


C. Date of Composition. 1. Of the six who send greetings to 
Colossae, five also salute Philemon (see cot 4:10-14). The 
names of Timothy (1:1; Philem 1) and Onesimus (4:9; Philem 
10) appear in both letters, as does that of Archippus as one of 
the recipients (4:17; Philem 2). Opponents of the authenticity 
of Colossians claim that its author borrowed the personalia 
from Philemon in order to give Pauline colouring to Colos- 
sians, but cite no evidence to show that this was a normal 
tactic to get a forgery accepted—it was not considered neces- 
sary by the author of Ephesians—and fail to explain the 
changes in order and qualifications. Hence, Colossians must 
be dated to the same imprisonment as Philemon 4:10, 18; 
Philem 1, 9, 23. 

2. This incarceration took place at Ephesus (1 Cor 15:32; 
2 Cor 1:8) in the years 53-4, rather than at Rome in the early 
60s (contra Dunn 1996: 41). When in Rome all Paul’s atten- 
tion was focused on Spain (Rom 15:24, 28), but Philem 22 and 
Phil 1:26; 2:24 reveal plans to visit Colossae and Philippi. The 
action of Onesimus is explicable only if Paul was in the 
vicinity of Colossae (Lampe 1985). The speed of the contacts 
between Paul and Philippi (Phil 2:25-30) exclude Rome as the 
place of imprisonment. 

3. Assumptions regarding Paul’s theological development 
cannot be given any weight in this discussion (against Bruce 
1977: 411-12). Even if we could be absolutely sure of the 
precise chronological order of the letters, it would mean little. 
The letters are not homogeneous segments of an ongoing 
research project, each one building on its predecessor, but 
reactions to specific problems, in which what Paul says is 
conditioned by the needs of the recipients, and by his own 
estimate of what will be an effective response. 


D. The False Teaching. 1. Hooker’s (1973) viewthat there was 
no systematic false teaching at Colossae does not really ac- 
count for the language of 2:8-23. Paul is reacting toa doctrinal 
problem, which has been described in at least forty-four dif 
ferent ways (Gunther 1973: 3-4)! There is a useful survey of 
the more notable opinions in O’Brien 1982: xxx—xxxviii. A 
decisive breakthrough was made by Francis’s (Francis and 
Meeks 1973: 163-207) lexicographical work on tapeinophrosyné 
and embateué in 2:18, which provided a basis for an under- 
standing of the genitive in ‘worship of angels’ as subjective. 
His outline of Jewish ascetic mysticism, which is the socio- 
religious framework of his hypothesis, has been developed 
thoroughly by Sappington (1991). The polemic material in 2:8, 
16-23 contains both direct and indirect references to the con- 
tent, function, and medium of revelation, as well as to the pre- 
requisites for its attainment. Sappington (ibid. 170) concludes, 
‘the Colossian error is strikingly similar tothe ascetic-mystical 
piety of Jewish Apocalypticism. The errorists sought out heav- 
enly ascents by means of various ascetic practices involving 
abstinence from eating and drinking, as well as careful 
observance of the Jewish festivals. These experiences of heav- 
enly ascent climaxed in a vision of the throne [of God] and in 
worship offered by the heavenly hosts surrounding it. It seems 
that these visions also pointed to the importance of observing 
the Jewish festivals, probably as evidence of submission to the 


1192 


law of God.’ There is no evidence that this attitude towards reli- 
gious experience was systematically propagated at Colossae. 
Some of the converted Gentiles must have been God-fearers, 
who brought it with them from the synagogue, and proposed 
it as a supplement to the teaching of Epaphras. 

2. This reconstruction implies thatthe problem with which 
Paul had to deal at Colossae was in no way similar to the 
situation he had faced in Galatia. There he had to counter a 
direct attack on his authority, and a vision of Christianity 
which in practice gave the law greater importance than Christ. 
Here he has to deal with a fashionable religious fad without 
intellectual depth, whose proponents floated in a fantasy 
world. His concern is to restore a sense of reality, to set the 
feet of the misguided on solid ground. They grasped at 
shadows. He had to show them that Christ was substance 
(2:17). The approach adopted by Paul in Galatians would 
have been completely inappropriate at Colossae. Understand- 
ably, therefore, the themes and terminology typical of Gal- 
atians are lacking in Colossians. 


COMMENTARY 


(11-2) Greeting Prior to his break with Antioch (Gal 2:11-14; 
Acts 13:1-3) Paul had been secure in his ecclesial identity 
(cf. 1-2 Thessalonians). Subsequently he did not represent 
any church (1:25), and had to identify himself as a Christ- 
commissioned missionary. The formula used here is a 
simplification of that which he adopted in Gal 1:1. The select- 
ion of Timothy from among the many with Paul (Col 4:7-14) 
for mention in the address suggests that he was co-author of 
the letter (Murphy-O’Connor 19954: 16-34). 

Rather than address the church as such (cf. 1-2 Thessalon- 
ians, Galatians, 1-2 Corinthians) Paul writes to its members 
as fellow-believers (cf. Rom 1:7; Phil 1:1). ‘Saints’ does not 
imply personal holiness. It reflects the usage of OT where 
the ‘holy’ is that which is ‘set apart for God’ (Lev 11:44). 
Exceptionally, ‘saints’ is interpreted (the kai is explicative; 
BDF §442(9)) by ‘loyal’, because some at Colossae, e.g. 
Archippus (cf. cot 4:17), had been led astray by false 
teaching (2:8). 

The opening greeting of the Pauline letters normally men- 
tions a double source of divine benefactions, ‘from God our/ 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’. The absence of the 
second element here may be due to the mention of ‘in Christ’ 
in the first part of the verse (Aletti 1993: 46). 


(13-8) Thanksgiving In all Pauline letters, with the exception 
of Galatians, 1 Timothy, and Titus, the address is followed bya 
report on how Paul has thanked God for the recipients. When 
the formula ‘I give thanks to the gods’ appears in contempor- 
ary letters it is never a banal convention and always evokes 
what is upmost in the writer’s mind (Schubert 1939: 173). 
Similarly in Paul. The thanksgiving is designed to win the 
favour of the readers—and so parallels the rhetorical exor- 
dium—but the compliments carefully reflect Paul’s assess- 
ment of the state of the community, and reveal his concerns 
(Murphy-O’Connor 19954: 55-64). 


The length of the thanksgiving here is disputed, but even 
those who extend it to 1:14 (Moule 1968: 47), or even 1:23 
(Aletti 1993: 49), consider 1:3-8 a subsection in which Paul 
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notes the reasons for his gratitude (Lohse 1968: 40; O’Brien 
1982: 7). 

Paul’s knowledge of the believers at Colossae depends on 
the report of Epaphras (1:4, 8), who had been deputed by Paul 
to evangelize the Lycus valley (1:7). The NRSV reading ‘on your 
behalf’ is to be rejected (cf. RSV, NJB). While the quality of its 
witnesses might seem worthy of confidence, the reading is 
excluded by the titles given to Epaphras (Abbott 1897: 200). In 
particular ‘servant of Christ’ suggests a duly authorized mis- 
sionary (cf. 2 Cor 11:25; Phil 1:1). Note that Tychicus is given 
the same titles (4:7), and he is certainly Paul’s representative. 
The fact that Epaphras was imprisoned (4:12-13; Philem 23), 
whereas Epaphroditus of Philippi was not (Phil 2:25), indi- 
cates that the authorities understood Epaphras to be Paul’s 
agent. 

Among the virtues of the Colossians Paul singles out their 
Christian confidence, and their love which reaches out to all 
(Philem 5), virtues which are inspired by their hope of a 
guaranteed heavenly reward (1 Thess 1:3). The Colossians 
had been made aware of their assured future by the preaching 
of Epaphras (1:6—7), which was anterior to the false teaching. 
The qualification of the gospel as ‘the word of truth’ (1:5; cf. Gal 
2:5, 14) is intended to underline its reliability (Ps 119:43) by 
contrast with the ‘empty deceit’ (2:8) of the false teaching. The 
sterility and parochialism of the latter is indirectly stigmatized 
by the universal creativity of the word of God (1 Thess 2:13; 
1 Cor 1:18; Rom 1:16; cf. Isa 55:10-11), a dynamic force chang- 
ing the world as it is transforming the Colossians (3:16). Their 
experience corroborates the true understanding of the mes- 
sage; the ‘grace of God’ is not merely a favourable attitude on 
the part of the divinity but tangible benefaction. It is typical of 
Paul that he evokes love a second time (1:8); the fruit of the 
Spirit (Gal 5:22), it is the very being of the believer (1 Cor 13:2). 
This is the only mention of the Holy Spirit in Colossians. 


(:9-11) Prayer for the Future Having complimented the Col- 
ossians, Paul now reveals his attitude towards them (cf. 2:1). 
They have been the object of his constant concern, but his 
status as a prisoner (4:10) has meant that he can only pray for 
them. He begs God thatthey may know his will, thatthey may 
do good works, and that they may persevere. It is the respon- 
sibility of believers to discern what God demands of them 
(Phil 1:9-10). There is no longer a law to dictate their actions. 
The emphasis on ‘wisdom,’ ‘understanding’, and ‘knowledge’ 
as divine gifts with a purpose beyond themselves is designed 
to counter the false teachers’ insistence on ascetical practices 
as prerequisites (2:16, 21-3) for visions which were an end in 
themselves (2:18). Paul does not exclude contemplative 
knowledge of God (1:10c), but it must be accompanied by 
fruitfulness in ‘good works’ (1:10); cf. Eph 2:10; Jn 15:16). A 
permanent lifestyle, different from that of those who belong 
to the world (2:20; 2 Cor 4:7—11; Phil 2:14-16), and resistantto 
cowardice and a desire for vengeance, is made possible only by 
the power of God. His ‘glory’ is his visibility in history (1:27), 
which can only be a display of ‘might’ (1:11; cf. Eph 1:19). 

(1:12-14) Conversion There is in fact no break in the sen- 
tence, but the importance of the contents merits a special 
heading. In order to motivate the thanksgiving of the Colos- 
sians Paul describes the crucial change in their existence 
in terms and images drawn from the liturgy of baptism 
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(Kaésemann 1964: 160). The key sentence is 1:12, which is 
then explained in 1:13-14 (cf. Acts 28:16). The combination 
of twovirtual synonyms, ‘the share of the portion’, is common 
in the Essene hymns (Kuhn 1968: 117), which also attest a use 
of ‘saints’ encompassing both angels and believers (1QS 11:7- 
8; Benoit 1982). The Colossians have already been empow- 
ered to live in the realm of light where God’s holiness is 
experienced. The implication is that the ascetic practices and 
visions advocated by the false teachers are unnecessary. 1:12— 
14 is the keytounderstanding 2:13-15 (Sappington 1991: 203). 

In 1 Thess 5:5 Paul contrasted the past and present of 
believers in terms of ‘darkness’ and ‘light’ (cf. Rom 13:12). 
His use of ‘power’ here in conjunction with ‘darkness’ is 
meant to evoke the societal constraints which promote the 
inauthentic behaviour of non-believers; all are ‘under the 
power of sin’ (Rom 3:9). Deliverance is the transferral to an 
alternative environment identified as ‘the kingdom of the son 
of God’s love’ (1:13; cf. 1 Cor 15:23-8). The genitive of quality is 
a Semitism (‘beloved’; cf. BDF §165), but Paul chose the 
expression (contrast 1:7; 4:7, 9, 14) in order to give promin- 
ence to ‘love’, which stands at the beginning of the process of 
salvation (Rom 5:8). In the form displayed by Christ it is the 
basic characteristic of the believing community (2:2; 3:11-14; 
cf. Gal 3:27—8: 1 Cor 13:2). The vague ‘redemption’ is clarified 
by ‘the forgiveness of sins’. The formula is found in Paul only 
here (cf. 2:13; 3:13), and has a liturgical ring. By incorporation 
into Christ (‘in him’) in baptism (cf. Acts 2:38) the structures 
of the world are replaced by new values. 


(1:15-20) The Christological Hymn Note the change in the 
layout of the Greek text in Nestle- Aland, 27th edn. (1993). It is 
generally recognized that Paul here offers a corrected version 
of a hymn in circulation at Colossae (3:16; cf. Eph 5:19). Many 
efforts have been made to recreate the original form of this 
hymn, but none has won significant support (Schmauch 
1964: 48-52; Benoit 1975). The multiplicity of hypotheses, 
however, underlines the reality ofthe problem, notthe futility 
of the quest. No serious exegesis is possible without a decision 
regarding tradition and redaction. In my view the ordered 
repetition of formal features recommends the reconstruction 
of two four-line strophes: 


(v.15a) 1 Whois (the) image ofthe invisible God 

(v.15b) 2  Firstborn ofall creation 

(v.16¢) 3  Forin him were created all things 

(v.16f) 4 All things through him and to him were 
created. 

(v.18b) 1 Whois (the) beginning 

(v.18c) 2  Firstborn from the dead 

(v.19) 3 For in him was pleased all the Fullness to 
dwell 

(v.20a) 4 And through him to reconcile all things to 
him. 


The first lines of each strophe begin with ‘who is’, and the 
second lines with ‘firstborn’. The third lines commence with 
‘for in him’, which is followed by a verb in the passive (‘were 
created/was pleased’), whose subject is a universal (‘all 
things /all the Fullness’). The fourth lines contain three iden- 
tical expressions, ‘all things’, ‘through him’, and ‘to him’. So 
many correspondences must be intentional. They are the 
result of careful planning to achieve perfect balance between 
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the two strophes. No one who had made such an effort would 
destroy the elegance of his or her creation. In consequence, 
the elements which break the pattern (wv. 16bcde, 17, 18ad, 
2obc) must have been added by another hand. It is theoret- 
ically possible that such redactional activity had taken place 
before Paul incorporated the hymn into his letter. It is more 
probable, however, that the additions were made by Paul, 
because identical retouches appear in the hymn in Phil 2:6- 
11 (Murphy-O’Connor 1995b). 

The basic theme of this hymn is the mediation of Christ, 
first in creation, then in reconciliation. The titles in the first 
two lines of each strophe evoke the figure of Wisdom— 
‘image’ (Wis 7:26), ‘beginning’ and ‘firstborn’ (Prov 8:22; Sir 
1:4)—who was present with God from eternity (Wis 9:4, 9), 
and participant in creation (Prov 3:19; 8:30; Wis 8:5; Sir 1:9; 
24:9; Ps 104:24). These titles are the reason why Paul could 
not simply repudiate the hymn; they were rooted in the reve- 
lation of his people. The titles are justified by the third and 
fourth lines of each strophe, which are introduced by ‘be- 
cause’. All efforts to determine in what precise sense Christ 
can be said to be both the instrument and the end of all 
creation have failed. That ambiguity, not clarity, was intended 
is underlined by the plethora of unsatisfying explanations of 
the indwelling ‘Fullness’ (v. 19). Only in 2:9 do we discover 
that ‘Fullness’ is a surrogate for God, who is said to ‘dwell in’ 
both people (T. Zeb. 8:2; Jub. 1:17; 1 Enoch 49:2-3; cf. 2 Cor 
6:16) and places (LXX Ps 67:17). No Jew would have under- 
stood either as meaning intrinsic divinization. It is simply a 
way of speaking about divine favour. What the Colossians 
would have understood is an open question, as is the exact 
manner in which Christ can be both the instrument and end 
of reconciliation. In what possible sense can all creation, 
which includes inanimate beings, have offended Christ, 
thereby creating the need for reconcilation? 

Paul saw the hymn as a perfect example of ‘beguiling, 
persuasive speech’ (2:4). Formal perfection clothes an abstract 
vision of a cosmic Christ. The phrases are redolent of pro- 
fundity, but yield no unambiguous understanding of Christ’s 
person and mission. The hymn could be sung or recited by all 
Colossian Christians in the belief that they were articulating a 
mystery beyond their comprehension. Initiates, on the other 
hand, could debate endlessly the questions that still test the 
ingenuity of exegetes, or develop an interpretation only re- 
motely related to the letter of the text, e.g. the creative power of 
God, once thought of as Wisdom, is now thought of as Christ 
(see Dunn 1980: 187-94). 

In addition to the truth of the titles given to Christ, Paul had 
a second reason to retain the hymn. It could be turned against 
the false teachers. By inserting v. 16b-e Paul restricts the 
meaning of ‘all things’ (v. 16a) to intelligent beings, and 
makes it explicit that the angelic powers are inferior to Christ 
who, according to the premiss of the hymn, broughtthem into 
existence and to whom they are ordered. The ineffable names 
of the spirit powers are drawn at random from Jewish trad- 
ition (details in Schlier 1961). There is no intention to describe 
grades of the celestial hierarchy (Lightfoot 1904: 150). Paul 
further diminishes the attractiveness to the Colossians of 
such powers by inserting 1:20c. Like humans (1:21; 2:13; 3:7, 
13), angels also need reconciliation; ‘some of the angels of 
heaven transgressed the word of the Lord, and behold they 
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commit sin and transgress the law’ (1 Enoch 106:13-14; cf. 2 
Apoc. Bar. 56:11-13). Manifestly only good angels can be effect- 
ive mediators with God, but how are mere terrestrials to know 
which is which? Paul allows the Colossians to draw their own 
conclusion regarding the futility of the exercise. 

Paralleltothe addition of ‘death on across’ in Phil 2:8c, Paul 
here insists on the brutal modality of Christ’s achievement by 
inserting, ‘making peace by the blood of his cross’ (v. 20b). 
Whereas the traditional teaching that Paul received men- 
tioned only the death of Christ (Rom 13-4; 4:25; 8:34; 10:8— 
9; 1 Cor 15:2-7; Gal 1:3-4; 1 Thess 1:10), he typically stresses 
the ‘blood’ of Christ (Rom 3:25; 5:9; 1 Cor 10:16; 11:25, 27). 
With the exception of the gospels and Heb 6:6; 12:2; Rev11:8, 
he alone in the NT uses ‘cross’ and ‘crucify’ (cf. 2:14). 

Paul’s choice of the verb ‘to make peace’ probably has less 
to do with any supposed animosity between heavenly beings, 
or between celestials and terrestrials, than with the internal 
situation of the Colossian church, whose unity had been 
compromised (cf. 2:2; 3:15). The theme of unity is fundamen- 
tal to the additions in wv. 17 and 18a. The former sums up the 
first strophe, by parodying it. ‘He is before all things’ echoes 
the ambiguity of ‘firstborn’ (temporal? qualitative?). The as- 
sertion that ‘all things hold together’ in a human being (v. 17) 
gives an impression of unity whose precise meaning evapor- 
ates on inspection. Lightfoot (1904: 154) perfectly catches the 
spurious profundity of the expression by commenting ‘He 
impresses upon creation that unity and solidarity which 
makes it a cosmos instead of a chaos’. How exactly is this 
achieved? ‘The action of gravitation . .. is an expression of His 
mind’! 

Paul becomes completely serious in his introduction to the 
second strophe. The church must be characterized by the 
organic unity of a living ‘body’ (v. 18a). The insight is but an 
extension and clarification of ‘you are all one person in Christ 
Jesus’ (Gal 3:28 =Col 3:11). The distinction between ‘head’ 
and ‘body’ does not appear in 1 Cor 12:12-27 or Rom 12:4-5 
because the supremacy of Christ was not questioned at 
Rome or Corinth. In this instance ‘head’ would appear to 
mean both ‘superior’ (2:10) and ‘source’ (2:19). The cosmic 
dimension of the original hymn has been reduced to eccle- 
siology. 


(1:21-3) The Thesis of the Letter These verses both sum up 
what has been said, and enunciate the major themes of the 
letter in inverse order. Thus they function as the rhetorical 
partitio (Aletti 1993: 120). vv. 21-2 evoke the past, present, and 
future of the Colossians. The passive voice ‘having been alien- 
ated’ must be taken seriously (v. 21; cf. 1:13; Phil 2:15); the 
Gentiles had inherited their polytheism and their acceptance 
of the false values of a corrupt society. To extricate them from 
this situation divine intervention was necessary, but it was not 
an act of glorious triumph (v. 22). ‘Body of flesh’ distinguishes 
the individual Jesus from incorporeal beings, but also hints 
that his death was the result of something happening to his 
body, the violence of the crucifixion (v. 20b). Reconciliation is 
presented as a past achievement, but this does not imply a 
realized eschatology, since its conditional aspect is immedi- 
ately made clear (‘provided that’, v. 23). 

The Colossians have been given the opportunity (1:12; 
cf. Gal 5:1) to appear guiltless at the final judgement. How 
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precisely they must comport themselves is outlinedin 3:1-4:1. 
More fundamentally, however, they must remain committed 
to the salvific vision conveyed by the gospel they initially 
accepted (1:5-6). The alternative against which they are 
warned is the theme of 2:6-23. The hyperbole of ‘preached 
to every creature under heaven’ (v. 23b) echoes that of 1 Thess 
1:8, and the lack of the definite article before ‘servant’ under- 
lines that Paul is not the sole apostle. 1:24—2:5 develops Paul’s 
own understanding of his service of the mystery. 


(1:24-2:5) Servant of the Mystery The NRSV offers a wide- 
spread mistranslation of 1:24), which has given rise to a series 
of false problems to which a variety of answers have been 
proposed, some of which are used to deny Pauline authorship 
of Colossians (Kremer 1956). A literal translation, which re- 
spects the order of the words, simplifies the matter consider- 
ably (Aletti 1993: 135): ‘I complete what is lacking in the 
suf ferings-of-Christ-in-my-flesh’ (cf. Gal 2:20; 2 Cor 4:10- 
11). There is no reference to the individual Jesus Christ. Paul’s 
sufferings are those of Christ because Paul is a member of the 
body of Christ (cf. Phil 3:10), and because Paul’s sufferings 
reveal the present reality of grace as those of Christ did (2 Cor 
4:10-11). Paul has no choice but to struggle on until all have 
heard the gospel (cf: Rom 15:19; 2 Tim 4:17). He is a minister 
of the church (1:25), not in virtue of a human commission (1:1; 
cf. Gal 1:1), but in virtue of the stewardship entrusted to him by 
God in order to further the economy of salvation (1 Cor 4:1; 
9:17). The ‘word of God’, which Paul preaches in word and 
deed, is now described as ‘the mystery’ (1:26; cf. Eph 3:1-9). 
Divinely ordained future events (for the background see 
Brown 1968), which for the false teachers were still a secret 
to be penetrated laboriously, in fact have already been made 
plain, not merely to a group of initiates, but to all believers. 
‘Glory’, the brilliance of God’s action in history, is the antith- 
esis of secrecy. The content of the mystery is Christ precisely 
as present among the believers, no longer in Jerusalem, to 
which they must trek (Isa 60:1-7), but where they are (Aletti 
1993: 143). Hence all attention must be focused on him as the 
source of authentic, certain knowledge (2:3). The acquisition 
of such knowledge is not a matter of asceticism. They must be 
‘instructed by love’ (against NRSV; cf. Spicq 1958-9: ii.202—-8) 
in order to penetrate the riches of wisdom and knowledge 
hidden in Christ (2:2), who ‘loved me, that is, gave himself for 
me’ (Gal 2:20; BDF §442(g9); cf. 1:22). 


(2:6-23) Warning against Errors The original commitment 
of the Colossians was to the Christ as Jesus the Lord (2:6; 
Lightfoot 1904: 174). Jesus is the truth of Christ (Eph 4:21). 
His historicity is fundamental to salvation. The believers must 
not permit themselves to be returned to the domain of dark- 
ness (cf. 1:13) by accepting merely human speculation which, 
despite the claims made for it, in fact regresses to the basic 
religious perspectives common to (fallen) humanity (‘elem- 
ents of the world’, 2:8), e.g. the need for asceticism in order to 
advance in religious knowledge (v. 20; GAL 4:3); see Sapping- 
ton (1991: 169). 

‘Elementary teaching’ (Heb 5:12) appears to be the best 
sense in this context of a term, stoicheion (element), which 
has a wide variety of meanings according to the framework in 
which it is used (for a survey see Bandstra 1964: 5-30). 
Many scholars, however, prefer to understand ‘elements 


COLOSSIANS 


of the world’ as the basic components of the material 
universe—earth, water, air, and fire. This is certainly the 
best-documented meaning in contemporary literature, but 
to make sense here it has to be understood metaphorically of 
(1) the basic factors in human existence, which for Paul were 
Law, Sin, Death, flesh, or (2) the planets which exercise con- 
trol over humans and determine the calendar; such astral 
beings are associated with angels. Neither of these usages is 
attested at the time of Paul. 

The function of the genitive ‘of deity’ (v. 9) is to explain 
‘Fullness’, which 1:19 had left unspecified (Lohse 1968: 150; 
BDF §§165, 167). As in 1:19, ‘indwelling’ here does not mean 
divinization. ‘Bodily’ has been interpreted in at least five 
different ways (Moule 1968: 92-3). The two most probable 
are ‘really’ (as opposed to seemingly; cf. v. 17) and ‘in physical 
form’. The two are not incompatible. Divine favour and salvific 
action are concentrated exclusively in the humanity of Christ. 
Necessarily, therefore, he is the sole source of fulfilment, and 
he has authority over all spirit forces (v. 10; Grudem 1985). 

What has already been achieved for the Colossians should 
be a cause of thanksgiving (v. 7). To drive this home Paul 
employs a series of five vivid, dramatic images (vv. 11-15), in 
which attempts have been made to find traditional material 
(Lohse 1968: 160; Wengst 1972: 186-94). The results have 
been inconclusive. Through Christ the whole body of flesh 
(and not a mere symbolic token), ie. the entire framework of 
habits and desires opposed to God, has been removed (v. 11; cf. 
v. 18). This is true only in theory; it must be made real in 
practice (cf. Gal 5:13-24). The active faith of the recipient is 
necessary for baptism to be a dying and rising with Christ 
(v. 12; cf. Rom 10:9). The realized eschatology of ‘you were co- 
raised’ (cf. 3:1) must be read in the perspective of the future 
eschatology of 1:22, 27; 3:4, 6, 15-16. It is simply a more 
graphic version of ‘God made alive’ (v. 13). ‘Life’ and ‘death’ 
are used here in their existential sense of the presence and 
absence of virtue (cf. 2 Cor 2:16; Philo, Fug., 55). With vivid 
imagination Paul presents humanity as having defaulted after 
signing an agreement to obey the will of God. The bond thus 
became an accusation (v. 14). God, in his generosity, forgave 
the fault and cancelled the debt. 

The moment when this happened—‘nailing it to the 
cross’—was the crucifixion of Christ. The image is not totally 
consistent, and the metaphor must not be pressed too hard. 
For other interpretative options see O’Brien (1982: 121-6). A 
new image, whose antithesis appears in 2 Cor 2:14, is intro- 
duced inv. 15. God (the emperor) awards a Roman triumph to 
Christ (his victorious general), who, having stripped angelic 
beings of their power, led them in a procession that normally 
ended in executions (Hafemann 1986: 18-39). Some explain 
the sudden appearance of ‘principalities and powers’ by iden- 
tifying them as the angels who recorded the transgressions of 
humanity. In this case the ‘handwriting’ would be the book of 
life (Ps 56:8; Isa 65:6; 1 Enoch 81:2-4; Sappington 1991: 208— 
23). The mention of spirit powers, however, could have been 
occasioned by the situation at Colossae to which Paul now 
turns. 

The ‘therefore’ introducing v. 16 implies that the direct 
polemic against the false teachers (vv. 16—23) stems from the 
doctrinal base established in wv. 9-15. The reality of Christ 
highlights the insubstantial nature ofthe proposed alternative 
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(v. 17), which was rooted in ‘a quest for higher religious 
experience through mystical-ascetical piety’ (Carr 1973: 
500). In addition to strict observance of the Jewish calendar 
(v. 16; cf. Isa 1:13-14; Ezek 46:4~-11), the false teachers de- 
manded fasting and/or the exclusion of certain foods (v. 21). 
They believed that obedience won God’s favour, and that 
asceticism purified the person (v. 23). Together these two 
constituted the ‘humility’ (v. 18), i.e. mortification, that was 
the prerequisite for revelatory experiences (Sappington 1991: 
163). The NRSV translation of v. 184 should be abandoned in 
favour of ‘Letnoone condemn you, delighting in humility and 
the angelic worship [of God], which he has seen upon enter- 
ing’ (O’Brien 1982: 134). In visions the adept ‘entered’ the 
heavenly world (Francis and Meeks 1973: 163-207), and par- 
ticipated in the worship offered by the angels assembled 
around the throne of God (Isa 6; Ezek 1; 1 Enoch 14). It was 
to this other world thatthe false teachers had relegated Christ. 

This claim to religious superiority is brutally dismissed by 
Paul as overweening conceit rooted in silly ideas concocted by 
a fleshly intelligence (v. 18b). This fundamentally egocentric 
attitude is the antithesis of the sharing that characterizes the 
Body of Christ and, in consequence, separates those who 
persist in it from Christ, the only source (‘head’; cf. 1 Cor 
11:3) of the Body’s vitality (v. 19). The being of a Christian is 
to ‘belong’ to Christ (1 Cor 3:23). 

What the Colossians enjoy (cf. 1:12-14; 2:11-15) is not de- 
finitive. It can be lost. Through death in Christ (v. 12) they have 
been freed from the religious perspectives of fallen humanity 
(v. 20; cf. v. 8), but they will return to a state of slavery if they 
again accept the values and standards of society (Gal 4:8-11). 
The emphasis on ascetic practices associated with Judaism (cf. 
LXX Isa 29:13) is due to the situation at Colossae (vv. 21-2), but 
the principle is of wider application (Gal 5:1, 13). Such prac- 
tices might appear to exhibit spiritual strength and super- 
iority, but in fact they indulge the egocentricity of fallen 
humanity because they are ‘self-imposed’ (v. 23). 


(3:1-4:1) How the Colossians Ought to Live Having brought 
out the implications of dying with Christ (2:20-3), Paul now 
spells out the consequences of rising with Christ (3:1-4). If 
believers have been raised, then their concern must be with 
‘above’ not with ‘below’. The contrast is inspired by the char- 
acterization of the practices of the false teachers in 2:23, and 
appears to forget that these were only means to reaching ‘the 
things that are above’ (cf. 2:18). For Paul, however, the central 
figure in heaven is Christ, whose authority is emphasized by 
his position at God’s right hand (Ps 110:1; 1 Cor 15:25). 

‘Do not set your minds on things that are on earth’ (3:2; cf. 
Phil 3:19), iftaken literally, would negate the ethical directives 
which follow. Such imprecision regularly caused confusion in 
Paul’s communities, e.g. his insistence that Christians were 
totally free of the Mosaic law permitted the Corinthians to 
conclude that they could do what they liked (cf. 1 Cor 6:12; 
10:23). Paul’s intention here was not to exclude involvement 
with society (cf. 1 Cor 5:9—10), but to prohibit acceptance of its 
values (cf. Rom 8:5—-6). Believers no longer ‘belong to the 
world’ (2:20). By contrast with the glorious revelation at the 
parousia (3:4) of the intimate union between Christ and be- 
lievers (cf. Gal 2:20; Phil 1:21), their new life can be considered 
‘hidden’ (3:3), but this is relative, because the action of grace 
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must be seen if the gospel is to spread (1:6; cf. 1 Thess 1:6-8; 
4:12; 2 Cor 3:2, 18). 

‘Whatever in you is earthly’ (3:5) is literally ‘the members 
onthe earth’. Paulidentifiesthe parts of the body with the sins 
theycommit (cf. Rom 6:13, 19; 2 Apoc. Bar. 49:3). The admon- 
ition does not parallel Mt 5:29—30. Lists of vices characteristic 
of unredeemed pagan humanity (Wis 14:22—-9) have already 
appeared in 1 Thess 4:3-6; Gal 5:19-21. The first five men- 
tioned here (5:5) can be related to sexuality, thought the last- 
mentioned has a wider extension. The connection between 
greed, the original sin (Rom 7:7), and idolatry is axiomatic in 
Judaism (cf. T. Judah, 19:1). Pagans are simply ‘those who 
covet’ (Pal. Tg. on Ex 20:17; b. Sabb. 146a). The second 
five vices (5:8) all involve intemperate speech that makes 
genuine communication impossible. The social conse- 
quences of lying (5:94) are even more disastrous. Without 
trust there can be no community. 

To the Galatians Paul had said ‘you have put on Christ’ (Gal 
3:27; cf. Rom 13:14). The image of putting on a person is 
without parallel in antiquity, and owes its origin to the con- 
vert’s assumption of a new environment by entering the 
church, which is the body of Christ. The insight is developed 
here in a contrast between ‘the old man’ and ‘the new man’ 
(5:9b-10). Both are primarily social concepts. The ‘new man’ is 
the sphere ‘where’ (3:11) the divisions which characterize 
society (‘the old man’) no longer exist (Gal 3:28). Just as society 
dictates the behaviour of its members, so the believing com- 
munity is the source of authentic moral knowledge. The goal 
of the ongoing renewal of the ‘new mar’ is a type of knowledge 
characterized by creativity. This can only be a knowledge born 
of love (Phil 1:9-10; contrast Rom 2:17-18), which empowers 
the other not only to see but to act. The community, which is 
Christ (3:11), exemplifies the ideal of his self-sacrificing love, 
and enables the members to pattern their lives on his example 
(2 Cor 5: 14-15). Instead of the contempt that produced the 
divisions typical of society—Jews despised pagans, who 
looked down on barbarians (i.e. anyone who did not speak 
Greek), who spurned Scythians as the epitome of human 
degradation (cf. 2 Macc 4:47; 3 Macc 7:5)—the believers 
must make Christ present in the world by exhibiting those 
virtues ‘which reduce or eliminate friction: ready sympathy, a 
generous spirit, a humble disposition, willingness to make 
concessions, patience, forbearance’ (Moule 1968: 123). For- 
given by God they must forgive. Loved by God they must love. 
Unless sheathed in love no virtue can be perfect (3:14; cf. Spicq 
1958-9: i. 268-75). Love alone excludes pretence. Others (de- 
tails in Schmauch 1964: 80-2) translate ‘the bond of perfec- 
tion’ and understand the genitive as purposeful (‘the bond 
that leads to perfection’) or objective (‘the bond that produces 
perfection’). These are less satisfactory, because for Paul there 
is no perfection beyond love (1 Cor 13). 

Fully aware of the tensions within the church at Colossae, 
Paul expresses a wish that peace may reign there. In society 
peace is often no more than an uneasy truce to be abandoned 
the moment an advantage presents itself. The Colossians 
should be grateful that they are notin that situation. Authentic 
peace, which is defined by reference to the self-sacrifice of 
Christ, is first a subjective attitude which then results in a 
community oflove (3:15; cf. 1 Cor 7:15; 14:33). In a living body 
the hand cannot be at warwith the foot. According to 1 Cor 6:7, 
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members who sue one another are in fact suing themselves— 
a ridiculous situation. 

The ideal community is not merely an absence of antagon- 
ism. There is a much more positive dimension (3:16). The 
expression ‘word of Christ’ is unique, but synthesizes a num- 
ber of concepts found earlier in the letter; ‘the word of the 
truth, the gospel’ (1:5) is ‘the word of God’ (1:25), which is 
‘God’s mystery, that is Christ’ (2:3). Its power within each one 
(1:6, 10) must find socially beneficial expression. The em- 
phasis on ‘teaching and admonishing’ was demanded by the 
presence of false teachers at Colossae, who taught some be- 
lievers the hymn that Paul quotes in 1:15-20. In practice 
‘yourselves’ means ‘one another’ (NRSV; cf. 3:13) but heautous 
(cf. 1 Cor 6:7) was chosen to underline that believers are 
organically unified in a single ‘body’, and thereby to remind 
them that their source of life is Christ (2:19). Theological 
development is part of the natural evolution of the commu- 
nity. In consequence, it must (a) be homogeneous with the 
gospel that brought the community into being (1:6), and (b) 
take place in a public context. ‘Psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs’ suggest the liturgical assembly, in which inspired in- 
sights into the mystery of Christ (t Cor 14:26) were proffered 
for the consent of the community (1 Cor 14:16; cf. 1 Thess 5:21— 
2). Such community singing must be an expression of grati- 
tude to God (3:16c), but so too must every other human activity 
(3:17). It is made possible in, through, and by Christ; thus it 
must mirror his comportment. But Jesus was sent because of 
God’s fatherly concern for humanity (1:12), and so in the last 
analysis gratitude must be directed to God. 

Generic directives are followed by three pairs of reciprocal 
admonitions dealing with the relations of wife-husband, 
child—father, and slave-master (3:18-4:1). The nature of the 
socio-religious matrix in which such household codes were 
formulated has occasioned vigorous debate (Balch 1992), 
whose inconclusiveness is the inevitable consequence of the 
wide variations within the form. Conscious of a tradition of 
sensible social management, Paul formulates a series of 
guidelines designed to persuade the Colossians to leave the 
mystical world of visions and angels, and to return to the real 
world where the fabric of daily life was woven from a multi- 
tude of interpersonal relations, of which the most basic were 
the three pairs listed here (Aristotle, Politics, 1.125357). The 
only really distinctive feature is the motivation by reference to 
the Lord, which here means Christ (Aletti 1993: 249). The 
social distinctions, which are fundamental to these admon- 
itions, can be reconciled with the abolition of such distinc- 
tions in 3:11 only on the assumption that not all members of a 
family were converted to Christianity. 

The literal translation of 3:18 is ‘women be subject to men’, 
but the context demands limitation to marriage, as some 
copyists have tried to convey by various additions. The ad- 
monition that a Christian woman be submissive to her non- 
believing husband (3:18) is to remind her that her new 
freedom (cf. Gal 5:1) does not exempt her from the obligations 
she undertook in marriage. Such behaviour is ‘fitting’ for a 
Christian because of its missionary potential (cf. 1 Pet 3:1). The 
obligation to love laid on the husband (3:19) indicates thatthe 
wife is a non-believer, since Christians by definition love one 
another (3:14; cf. 1 Thess 4:9). The temptation to treat her 
harshly might be due to her refusal to convert. 
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What is said to slaves stands out from the other admon- 
itions both quantitatively and qualitatively (3:22—-5). It is un- 
likely to have been inspired by the case of Onesimus (4:9), or 
by agitation among Christian slaves at Colossae (Aletti 1993: 
254). Rather it reflects Paul’s habitual attitude towards slaves 
who accepted Christianity. Within the community he took it 
for granted that they would show and share the love that was 
its most characteristic feature, but he made no effort to change 
the social order. Paul does not demand that Onesimus be 
manumitted, but that he be received ‘no longer as a slave, 
but more than a slave, a beloved brother’ (Philem 16; cf. 1 cor 
7:17-24). Paul’s sole concern here is that slaves should not 
obey orders to the letter while their hearts raged, and hate 
corroded their spirits. The internal tension had to be resolved 
in order to permit the transforming effect of grace to become 
visible (4:5—6). The witness value of the comportment of 
believers was always a major concern (cf. 1 Thess 1:6-8; 
4:12; 2 Cor 4:10-11). The warning of a future judgement 
(3:24—5) underlines the seriousness of Paul’s concern. 

Christian masters also have obligations to their slaves (cf. 
Sir 7:20-1, 31-3). They are not required to love them or to free 
them, but to treat them ‘justly’ and ‘fairly’ (4:1). The terms are 
related as ‘knowledge’ and ‘discernment’ in Phil 1:9. In each 
case the first deals with the obvious and clear, whereas the 
second comes into play when a sure feeling for what is appro- 
priate is required. 


(4:2-6) Concluding Exhortations As Paul had given thanks 
(1:3) and prayed for the Colossians (1:9), so now they must do 
likewise (v. 2). The prayer in question is primarily petition 
(O’Brien 1982: 237) for the glorious return of Christ (3:4; cf. 
1 Cor 16:22). Their incessant awareness of, and orientation to, 
this goal is the best guarantee of the vigilance required of all 
believers ifthey are to persevere (1:23). Gratitude for what they 
have already been given (1:12-14; 3:11-12) should enhance 
their attentiveness. It is typical of Paul to request prayers for 
himself (1 Thess 5:25; Philem 22). It is a means of participa- 
tion in the mission of the church (3:3; 2 Thess 3:1; Phil 1:19). 
The Colossians must beseech God (a) for Paul’s liberation 
from prison in order to continue his mission (cf. 1 Cor 16:9; 
2 Cor 2:12), and (b) for his ability to ‘reveal’ the mystery 
effectively. ‘The divine passive of 1:26 finds its human herald 
in 4:4’ (Aletti 1993: 260). Despite Paul’s emphasis on the 
verbal dimension of such communication, it is likely that he 
also has in mind the existential aspect, in which his comport- 
ment reveals Christ (2 Cor 4:10—-11; cf. 1 Cor 2:1-5). 

It is to this aspect that Paul now alerts the Colossians. It is 
not enough to pray. They must also exhibit a presence in 
society that will prove attractive to non-believers (v. 5; cf. 
1 Thess 4:12; Phil 2:14-16). Every opportunity to induce 
them to believe must be availed of. The speech of Christians 
should be winning and witty, and tailored to the needs of each 
interlocutor (v. 6). They must insinuate not dominate. 


(4:7-18) Final Greetings The two bearers of the letter are 
introduced in a chiastic pattern (vv. 7-9). Paul tactfully re- 
mains quiet regarding the personal history of Onesimus, 
simply noting that he has become a Christian (‘brother’; cf. 
Philem 10), and has Paul’s respect and confidence (‘faithful’). 
The same adjectives are applied to Tychicus, who in addition 
is called ‘minister’ and ‘fellow-servant in the Lord’, exactly as 
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is Epaphras (1:7; 4:12). Ifthe latter was an official delegate of 
Paul to Colossae, Tychicus now enjoys the same status. He can 
speak for Paul with authority, not only with respect to personal 
news from Ephesus, but as regards the interpretation of the 
letter in its impact on the growth of the community (2:2). 
Greetings are sent by six men with Paul, who with one 
exception also appear in Philemon but in a different order: 


Col 4:10-14. Remarks Philem 23-4 
Aristarchus <- my fellow-prisoner Aristarchus (3) 
Mark <- cousin of Barnabas Mark (2) 
Jesus <- called Justus 
Epaphras <- one of you, a servant of Christ 

Jesus my fellow-prisoner—> Epaphras (1) 
Luke <- beloved physician Luke (5) 
Demas Demas (4) 


It is curious that Timothy, the co-author of both letters (z:1; 
Philem 1), is not mentioned in either list. Aristarchus of 
Thessalonica is well known from several references in Acts 
(19:29; 20:4; 27:2). Nothing is known of Jesus who, like Paul, 
had taken a similar-sounding Hellenistic Roman name. It is 
unlikely that his name appears in Philem 23 (O’Brien 1982: 
307). Mark is mentioned in Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37—-9, and in 2 
Tim 4:11. Ina poignant note Paul remarks that these three are 
the only Christians of Jewish origin to have stayed with him 
(3:11). Had they come with him from Antioch? The implica- 
tion isthatthe following three collaborators are Gentiles. Luke 
and Demas appear in 2 Tim 4:9, 11. Despite his imprison- 
ment, Epaphras, the apostle of Colossae (1:7), remains active 
on behalf of his converts (3:12). He prays that they may be 
stable in their maturity (cf. 1:28—9), and be filled with ‘every- 
thing willed by God’ (Lightfoot 1904: 238), whose essence is 
spelt out in 2:2-3, 10. Paul’s independent knowledge of how 
hard Epaphras had worked to establish the gospel in the Lycus 
valley (v. 13) must have come from Onesimus (v. 9). The 
testimony would have been all the more impressive coming 
from one who at that stage was a pagan (Philem 10). The 
exclusive concentration on Laodicea in what follows suggests 
that Epaphras had not been successful in Hierapolis. 

Paul sends his personal greetings to believers in Laodicea, 
and in particular to the believers who assembled in the home 
of Nympha (v. 15). The fact that he singles out a particular 
individual confirms that he had never visited the Lycus valley 
(cf. 2:1; Rom 16). Nymphan could be the accusative of the 
feminine name Nympha (O’Brien 1982: 246) or of the mascu- 
line name Nymphas (Moule 1968: 28). There is little difficulty 
in deciding which of the accompanying pronouns, ‘her’ or 
‘him’, is original. No copyist would change the masculine into 
the feminine, because of its implication regarding the status 
of a woman. The contrary, however, is eminently probable, 
given the instinctive patriarchal bias of copyists. Women 
were fully the equal of men in the Pauline communities (cf. 
1 Cor 11:2-16), and presided over house churches (cf. Rom 
16:1-2). 

For the public reading of the letter at Colossae (v. 16; cf. 
1 Thess 5:27) the ‘whole’ community (f. Rom 16:23; 1 Cor 
14:23) must have been assembled from the various house 
churches in the city. The exchange of letters with Laodicea 
implies that the differences between the two churches were 
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significant, otherwise twoletters would be pointless. None the 
less the two communities had enough in common to make 
the reading of the other’s letter worthwhile. The letter sent by 
Paul to the Laodiceans has been the centre of a vigorous 
debate. The current consensus refuses to identify it with any 
known document (Anderson 1992). It has been constructed 
out of Colossians by Boismard (1999). 

Paul’s request that Archippus should be informed of an 
admonition addressed to him (v. 17) implies that Paul knew 
that he would not be present when the letter was read in public 
(contrast 2 Thess 3:11-12; Phil 4:2—-3), even though he was part 
of the leadership group of a house church (Philem 2). The 
most natural explanation is that Epaphras had informed Paul 
that Archippus had been won over by the false teachers. The 
desertion of a leader of his status explains the urgency of the 
letter. A response could not await the release of Paul or 
Epaphras. Had Archippus simply moved to Laodicea (Light- 
foot 1904: 242) the matter would have been dealt with in that 
letter. 

Paul regularly used secretaries (Rom 16:22), and thus had 
to write the last paragraph in his own hand to authenticate the 
letter (4:18; cf. 2 Thess 3:17; Gal 6:11; Philem 19; 1 Cor 16:21; 
Richards 1991: 173-7). 
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71. 1 Thessalonians 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Preliminary Issues. 1. Date Paul probably wrote 1 Thessa- 
lonians from Corinth within a matter of months after his 
initial visit to Thessalonica, in about 50-51 cE (so Best 
1972: 7-13; Barclay 1993: 515). It is widely agreed that 1 
Thessalonians is the earliest extant Christian text, a precious 
document which brilliantly illuminates one segment of the 
Christ-movement less than twenty years after the death of 
Jesus. 

2. The Significance of the Epistolary Form It can hardly be 
without significance that the earliest document extant from 
the followers of Christ takes the form of a letter. Much re- 
search has been conducted recently which analyses the formal 
structures of Graeco-Roman epistolography (Stowers 1986), 
and their relation to early Christian letters, including those of 
Paul (Doty 1973), and 1 Thessalonians in particular (Boers 
1976). Butwe should be careful notto missthe distinctiveness 
of 1 Thessalonians. While it does have many of the features 
seen in Graeco-Roman letters, there is no extant letter like this 
from the surrounding context, in that it combines personal 
features (such as the elaborate thanksgiving in 1:2-3:13) with 
instructions and end-time exhortation (Koester 1979). 
1 Thessalonians, a carefully composed writing, ‘is an experi- 
ment in the composition of literature which signals the 
momentous entry of Christianity into the literary world of 
antiquity’ (ibid. 33). 

3. An important insight of Robert Funk (1967) is that the 
letter substitutes for the personal presence of Paul. In this 
regard Funk accepts and develops the ideas of Koskenniemi 


I THESSALONIANS 


Murphy-O’Connor, J. (19954), “Tradition and Redaction in Col 1:15- 
20’, RB 102: 231-41. 

(1995), Paul the Letter Writer, GNS 41 (Collegeville, Ind.: Litur- 
gical Press). 

Nestle-Aland (1993), Novum Testamentum Graece, 27th edn. (Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft). 

Neumann, K. J. (1990), The Authenticity of the Pauline Epistles in 
the Light of Stylostatistic Analysis, SBLDS 120 (Atlanta: Scholars 
Press). 

O’Brien, P. T. (1982), Colossians, Philemon, WBC 44 (Waco: Word). 

Richards, E. R. (1991), The Secretary in the Letters of Paul, WUNT 2/42 
(Tubingen, Mohr [Siebeck]). 

Sappington, T. J. (1991), Revelation and Redemption at Colossae, 
JSNTSup 53 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Schenk, W. (1987), ‘Der Kolosserbrief in der neueren 
Forschung (1945-1985), ANRW 2. 25. 4 (Berlin: de Gruyter), 
3327-64. 

Schlier, H. (1961), Principalities and Powers in the New Testament, QD 3 
(Fribourg: Herder). 

Schmauch, W. (1964), Beiheft zu E. Lohmeyer: Die Briefe an die Philip- 
per, Kolosser und an Philemon, MeyerK (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht). 

Schubert, P. (1939), Form and Function of the Pauline Thanksgivings, 
BZNW 20 (Berlin: Tépelmann). 

Spicgq, C. (1958-9), Agape dansle Nouveau Testament: Analyse des textes, 
Ebib (2 vols.; Paris: Gabalda). 

Wengst, K. (1972), Christologische Formeln und Lieder (Guitersloh: 
Mohr). 


PHILIP F. ESLER 


(1956) that in the Greek world the letter was designed to 
extend the possibility of friendship between the parties after 
they had become separated—that is why parousia (‘presence’ 
or “arrival’), philophronésis (‘affectionate kind treatment’, 
‘friendship’), and homilia (‘being together’, ‘communion’, 
‘conversing’) are basic to the conception of the Greek letter. 
‘Absent in body, but present through this letter’ is a common 
Greek formula reflecting this phenomenon. Funk (1967: 265) 
suggests that Paul must have thought of his presence as the 
bearer of charismatic, even ‘eschatological’, power, even 
though he certainly does not equate his parousia with that of 
Christ and this theme is more clearly seen in 1 Cor 5:3-5 than 
in t Thessalonians. 

4. It is uncertain if Paul is replying to a letter. Frame (1912: 
157), Faw (1952: 220-2), and Malherbe (1990) think that he 
was, but most think that he was not. Paul could have learned 
of the situation in Thessalonica from Timothy (so Best 1972: 
171 and Jewett 1986: 92). 

5. Lastly, in this connection, it should be noted that most of 
the letters which survive from Graeco-Roman antiquity are 
from one individual to another and Paul is usually writing toa 
group or groups. We would expect this to make some differ- 
ence. There is, indeed, some interest in group-oriented letters, 
especially those to a family (Stowers 1986: 71-6). Most of our 
evidence on family letters comes not from Greek epistolary 
theorists (preoccupied with the concerns of free adult males) 
but from Egyptian papyri. There is a letter from Cicero (in 
exile) to his family in Stowers (1986: 74-6). 
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6. Context Thessalonica, located at the head of the Ther- 
maic Gulf, was founded by Cassander in c.316 Bcz on the site 
of an older city. There is some archaeological and literary 
evidence for the usual assemblage of Hellenistic features 
and buildings, such as an agora, a Serapaeum, a gymnasium, 
and a stadium (Vickers 1972). In due course Thessalonica 
passed into Roman hands, where its situation on the Via 
Egnatia, the great Roman road running from the Adriatic to 
the Black Sea, gave it great strategic and commercial signifi- 
cance. It is not surprising that it became the capital of the 
province of Macedonia. From surviving inscriptions it seems 
to have had a vibrant religious life, with numerous cults 
(Edson 1948; Donfried 1985; 1989). 

7. There is little doubt that Thessalonica would have con- 
tained the same sharp division between a small wealthy, 
aristocratic élite and a much larger non-élite characteristic of 
the Graeco-Roman cities of the East. Jewett (1993) has use- 
fully pointed out that the dominant form of housing for the 
non-élite would have been tenements, not the more spacious 
villa type houses. 


B. The Nature of the Christ-Following Community in Thessalon- 
ica. 1. Jews or Gentiles or Both? In 1 Thess 1:9 Paul tells his 
audience they turned to God from idols to serve the one true 
God. This strongly suggests they were idolatrous Gentiles 
prior to conversion, for he would not describe Jews as turning 
from idolatry (de Vos 1999: 146-7). Many scholars refuse to 
accept this conclusion, mainly because it is contrary to what 
Acts 17:I-9 says, with its picture of Paul preaching in a syna- 
gogue and winning converts among Jews, God-fearers, 
Greeks, and rich women. But Luke is probably just following 
his typical pattern here (Lihrmann 1990: 237-41), possibly 
based on his desire to depict an early movement of Christ- 
followers made up of Jews and Gentile God-fearers (Esler 
1987: 36-45). 

2. Exactly what sort of idolatry the Thessalonians had pre- 
viously engaged in is uncertain. Jewett (1986: 127-32; 165-7) 
has mounted a significant argument that Paul’s converts were 
impoverished manual workers who had seen Cabirus, their 
saviour-god, hijacked by upper-class interests. This view has, 
however, been criticized as lacking evidence and also as rest- 
ing on the false assumption that an end-time ideology is 
necessarily founded on some form of deprivation (Barclay 
1993: 519-20). 

3. Social Status Recent research on the social structure of 
Pauline communities has tended to favour socially stratified 
congregations with wealthy members providing a house for 
the meetings of the community and virtually acting as patrons 
to the members. But the fact that Paul does not mention the 
name of any person in Thessalonica raises the possibility that 
the whole congregation came from the poor non-élite, living 
in tenements (Jewett 1993). De Vos (1999: 154) sees in 
Thessalonica an audience of ‘free-born artisans and manual- 
workers’. Corinth and Thessalonica thus represent very 
different types of the early Christ-movement (Barclay 1992). 
The difficult life ofan urban artisan has been well described 
by Hock (1980: 31-47). The community may also have em- 
braced agricultural day labourers (Schéllgen 1988: 73, 76). 

4. Opposition to the Christ-Followers in Thessalonica 
Paul’s initial proclamation in Thessalonica was attended by 
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great conflict (agon) in public (2:2). Furthermore, great afflic- 
tion (thlipsis: 1:6) accompanied the reception of the word by 
the Thessalonians and, just as Paul had warned them that 
they would continue to be afflicted (3:4), so they are at the time 
he writes the letter (3:3). They have suffered at the hands of 
their fellow Thessalonians (2:14). 

5. Thebest explanation for such opposition lies in the more 
general issue raised by Paul’s aim of having the Thessalonians 
abandon their traditional gods in favour of the monotheistic 
brand of faith he was preaching, an aim achieved as far as his 
addressees were concerned, since they had turned to God 
from idols (1:9). To appreciate what this means we need to 
understand the everyday reality of paganism in this part of the 
empire (see MacMullen 1981). 

6. Kinship, politics, economics, and religion were inextric- 
ably interrelated. Pagan rites were foci of economic and social 
interaction, playing a key role in maintaining the local polit- 
icaland economic system. The social dimension could be seen 
in crowds in theatres attached to shrines, with readings, 
music, and dancing (ibid. 18-24); economic aspects included 
coins minted and fairs attached to festivals (ibid. 25-7); and 
very important were meals at these festivals, generally in- 
volving meat not otherwise eaten and much wine and often 
partaken by thiasoi in small groups of diners, where the idea 
was found that the god might join those who were dining (cf. 
Plut. Mor. 11024). Here gross indulgence often occurred (ibid. 
36-40; cf. t Cor 8:10) in the eidoleion where the statue of the 
deity was located. 

7. Jews and Christ-followers who abstained from these 
celebrations were likely to be accused of misanthropy (Mac- 
Mullen 1981: 40). If people became Christ-followers in great 
numbers the local temples would be less frequented and the 
meat trade could suffer (so it was in Bithynia before Pliny’s 
actions: Ep. 10.96; MacMullen 1981: 41). More dangerous was 
thecharge of atheism, since theélitebelievedthatthe hot polloi 
needed to take part in the local worship to ensure political 
stability (MacMullen 1981: 2-3). Later on there is explicit 
reference to such behaviour as ‘godlessness’ (atheotés), but 
there is no reason such a charge could not have been made 
in Paul’s time (Barclay 1993: 515). To be respectable and decent 
meant taking part in the cult; old was good and new was bad. 
Thus, religion served to strengthen the existing social order 
(MacMullen 1981: 57-8). To deny the reality of the gods was 
absolutely unacceptable—one would be ostracized for that, 
even stoned in the streets (ibid. 62). 

8. The particular proposal that the conflict centred on a 
charge that the Thessalonian followers of Jesus were contra- 
vening ‘the decrees of Caesar’ (explained by Judge 1971) rests 
on little but the historically dubious account of the Thessalon- 
ian mission in Acts 17:1-9 (also see de Vos 1999: 156-7). 
Nevertheless, as Donfried (1985) has argued, any abandon- 
ment of the imperial cult as part of'a general rejection of idols 
would not have been well received in Thessalonica, where 
coins reveal signs of a cultic devotion to the emperor as early 
aS 27 BCE. 


C. The Character of the Letter: Theology and Identity. 1. Estab- 
lished Suggestions as to the Character of the Letter There 
has been much interest among critics in seeking some 
broad description with which to characterize the nature of 
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1 Thessalonians. The two most popular sources for an over- 
arching description are popular Hellenistic philosophy and 
rhetoric and Jewish biblical and extra-biblical traditions, since 
both areas, individually or jointly, have influenced what Paul 
has to say to his audience (Perkins 1989: 325-7). The numer- 
ous attempts to categorize 1 Thessalonians as a whole using 
the conceptual frameworks available to first-century Mediter- 
ranean persons can be referred as ‘emic’, a useful social- 
scientific term (derived from ‘phonemic’) referring to insider, 
native, or indigenous points of view, as opposed to ‘etic’ (de- 
rived from ‘phonetic’), meaning the perspective of an outsider 
trained in contemporary social-scientific ideas and ap- 
proaches (see Headland, Pike, and Harris 1990). One of the 
fundamental insights of the social sciences is the fundamen- 
tal importance of the distinction between these two perspec- 
tives. Yet modern persons trained in twentieth-century 
ideas who seek to understand—however incompletely—a 
pre-industrial culture removed from them in space or time 
will usually find it necessary to employ both emic and etic 
perspectives in order to translate the experience of that culture 
into a framework they can understand (Esler 1995: 4-8). So, 
we will first consider some existing solutions tothe nature of 
the letter from an emic point of view, and then briefly propose 
some etic perspectives which will be employed in the Com- 
mentary. 

2. The first emic perspective consists of those derived from 
the Hellenistic setting. Donfried (1989) and Smith (1989: 
170) regard the letter as one of consolation, having as its 
main purpose to console (paramuthein) the Thessalonians at 
a time when they were suffering the effects of persecution. 
While 1 Thessalonians contains several consolatory elements 
(see Commentary), the existence of other dimensions, how- 
ever, raises some doubt as to whether ‘consolation’ is appro- 
priate as a general designation for the letter (Chapa 1994). 
One other dimension to the letter, most prominently advo- 
cated by Malherbe (1989c), is that of exhortation. Malherbe 
(1987: 68-78; 1989c) has argued that Paul’s aim in the letter is 
closely in tune with elements of Graeco-Roman moral 
philosophy dealing with how, in a context of friendship be- 
tween persons, one of them exhorted the others to maintain 
existing forms of behaviour, even though Paul modifies these 
traditions to accord with his own theology and interests. 
Malherbe (1987: 74) recognizes that hortatory themes are 
explicitly prominent only in 1 Thess 4-5, but argues that his 
self-description in chs. 1-3 serves a hortatory function by 
reminding them of his example. 

3. The second prominent emic perspective involves Jewish 
traditions, expressed in biblical and extra-biblical literature, 
which speak of a decisive change in the cosmos which God is 
going to bring about. The fact that such ideas, especially 
expressed in the notions of the coming parousia of Christ 
and the salvation and deliverance from wrath for his followers 
that will result (:6-10; 4:13-18), should figure so prominently 
in a letter addressed largely if not exclusively to former ido- 
laters constitutes one of the most remarkable features of 1 
Thessalonians. This is especially surprising when one con- 
siders that other areas of Jewish tradition play a fairly small 
part in Paul’s message, since although some of his statements 
bear marks of having originated in Israelite Scripture (as 
noted in the Commentary), there is, as de Vos (1999: 146-7) 
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notes, no explicit quotation from the OT and no reference to 
any OT figure (such as Abraham, for example) or to cultic 
language. Moreover, nowhere else in Paul’s letters is the 
theme of dramatic future redemption so pronounced (Jewett 
1986: 168). At a more general level, however, it has been 
reasonably argued, by Perkins (1989) for example, that Paul’s 
desire to install Jewish categories and images in the hearts 
and minds of his converts in Thessalonica—with its profu- 
sion of pagan cults also competing for adherents (Donfried 
1985; 1989)—is a more prominent theme in the letter than 
moral education of the sort advocated by Malherbe and others. 
This proposal seems to be more in tune with the markedly 
non-élite status of the recipients of the letter. 

4. A Social Identity Approach to 1 Thessalonians Alternative 
ways of characterizing 1 Thessalonians, which are capable of 
comprehending possibly a broader range of issues and of 
facilitating useful contemporary applications, can be derived 
from the etic perspectives developed by modern social scien- 
tists. 

5. One promising approach is that offered by social identity 
theory, a flourishing area of social psychology developed by 
Henri Tajfel and others in the 1970s and 1980s (see Tajfel 
1978; 1981; Tajfel and Turner 1979; 1986; Brown 1988; 
Robinson 1996) and utilized in a recent monograph on 
Galatians (Esler 1998, esp. at 40-57) and in Esler (2000) 
dealing with Galatians and 1 Thessalonians. This theory ex- 
plores the extent to which persons acquire and maintain a 
valued social identity, that is, that part of their sense of self 
which derives from belonging to one group rather than an- 
other, a process which is likely to be the focus of stereotypifi- 
cation and denigration. Social identity is more significant in 
group-oriented cultures (such as those present in the first- 
century Mediterranean world) than in modern individualistic 
cultures (such as those of northern Europe and North Amer- 
ica). Social identity theory always insists on the primacy of the 
question ‘Who do we say we are?’—which was expressed in 
the first-century Mediterranean world most directly in dis- 
courses of group-belonging derived from kinship or fictive 
kinship). Nevertheless, this theory also finds a place for ethical 
norms (as helping members maintain their sense of identity 
in new and ambiguous situations) and narratives of the past 
and future (as telling them who they are in relation both to 
where they have come from and whither they are proceeding). 
Even a conceptual apparatus usually (and reasonably) desig- 
nated as ‘theological’ (and for 1 Thessalonians, see Marshall 
1982) can serve a vital role in the processes of group differ- 
entiation and categorization which lie at the heart of this 
theory. Modern illustrations of the (often violent) dynamics 
of social identity lie to hand in the ethnic differentiation 
evident in Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, and 
Israel/Palestine. 

6. As will be noted in detail in the Commentary, 1 Thessa- 
lonians can be interpreted as an attempt by Paul to establish 
and maintain a desirable social identity for his Thessalonian 
converts in the face of the allure and threats posed by rival 
groups, and in relation to past, present, and future (Esler 
2000). It is noteworthy, however, that in spite of Paul’s seek- 
ing to nourish their group identity in a manner which in- 
cludes pronounced outgroup stereotypification, he does not 
recommend ill-treatment of outsiders (which is an all too 
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common concomitant of such an attitude) but, on the con- 
trary, actually advocates doing good to outsiders (3:12; 4:12). 
There is a strong countercultural dimension to Paul’s position 
here. 

7. It is worth noting that proposing social identity as an 
overall framework for interpreting the letter, with issues 
traditionally referred to as ethical or theological here seen as 
contributing to Paul’s overall task of strengthening the 
Thessalonians’ sense of who they were, in no way forecloses 
on any claims his ethics and theology have to a privileged 
ontological status. To suggest that resituating biblical data 
within frameworks originating in the social sciences in 
some way prejudices Christian truth-claims is an unfortunate 
misconception of the social-scientific approach to interpret- 
ation which is still entertained in some quarters where the 
fact that every word in the New Testament is socially 
embodied does not seem to be taken with sufficient serious- 
ness. 

8. While social identity theory exists at a fairly high level 
of abstraction, within its broad reach other areas of social- 
scientific research can be used in relation to particular parts of 
1 Thessalonians. Chief among them are the bedrock realities 
of Mediterranean culture (as compellingly modelled by Mal- 
ina (1993) on the basis of the work of social anthropologists in 
the last few decades) and millennialism, the study of how 
certain contemporary pre-industrial peoples in Africa, the 
Americas, and the South Pacific have responded to the 
disruption or destruction of their traditional life styles by 
European colonization by generating myths of future deliver- 
ance which describe the coming destruction of the Europeans 
and the restoration of traditional lifestyles, the return of the 
ancestors, the provision of cargo, and so on (Esler 1994: 96- 
104; Duling 1996). Jewett (1986) has applied such insights to 
both 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 


D. Outline. 
The Prescript and Thanksgiving (1:1-10) 
The Prescript (1:1) 
The Thanksgiving (1:2-10) 
Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica (2:1-16) 
The Divine Basis for the Initial Visit (2:1-4) 
Their Behaviour and Example (2:5-12) 
The Response of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 
The Present Situation (2:17-3:13) 
Paul's Desire to Visit the Thessalonians (2:17—20) 
Timothy's Mission (3:1-5) 
Thankful Receipt of Timothy’s Report (3:6—10) 
Prayer for the Thessalonians (3:11-13) 
Living a Life Pleasing to God (4:1-12) 
Keeping the Traditions (4:1-2) 
Purity (4:3-8) 
Brotherly Love (4:9-12) 
The Lord’s Coming (4:13-5:11) 
The Circumstances of this Coming (4:13-18) 
The Need for Wakefilness (5:1-11) 
Final Exhortations and Greetings (5:12-28) 
Honouring Leaders (5:12—13) 
Christian Identity-Indicators (5:14—22) 
Prayer for the Thessalonians (5:23—4) 
Closing Prayer and Instructions (5:25—8) 
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COMMENTARY 
The Prescript and Thanksgiving (1:1-10) 


(1:1) The Prescript Paul follows the form of opening current in 
Graeco-Roman letters consisting of sender(s), recipient(s), a 
greeting, and sometimes a prayer for health or prosperity, in 
that order. Here the senders are himself, Silvanus, and 
Timothy, with Timothy being mentioned again later (3:1-10). 
Paul does not describe himself in v. 1 as an apostle, although 
he does use that term of himself (and perhaps Silvanus and 
Timothy) at 2:7. The recipients are ‘the congregation’ (ekklésia; 
‘church’ in NRSV seems a little anachronistic here) ‘of the 
Thessalonians (which is) in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ’. With this expression, in the very first verse, Paul 
inaugurates the issues of identity through group-belonging 
which will fill this letter. Social identity embraces the mere 
fact of belonging to a group (the ‘cognitive’ aspect) and its 
‘evaluative’ and ‘emotional’ dimensions, that is, the positive or 
negative connotations members have about belonging and 
how they feel toward insiders and outsiders (Esler 1998: 42). 
Here the Thessalonians are invited to assess their member- 
ship of the congregation as extremely valuable through its 
close (though unexplored) relationship with their divine 
Father, an expression that constitutes the first of many in- 
stances of kinship language in the letter (Esler 2000), andthe 
Lord Jesus. Although other groups are not yet mentioned, 
theirs is one plainly worth belonging to. 


(1:2-10) The Thanksgiving This section, consisting of one 
long sentence, comprises the thanksgiving that Paul includes 
in all his letters except Galatians, after the address and greet- 
ing. For Pauline thanksgivings, see Schubert 1939. Some see 
this section as ending as late as 3:13, but this suggestion 
probably strains the notion of thanks beyond its breaking- 
point. v. 2, Paul notes that he constantly thanks God for the 
Thessalonians and mentions them in his prayers. He is ob- 
viously happy with them. v. 3, one reason for his positive 
regard now emerges: his memory of their work of faith (pistis), 
labour of love (agapé) and steadfastness of hope (elpis) in ‘our 
Lord Jesus Christ’ before our God and Father. The triad of 
faith, love, and hope, which is common in the Pauline corpus 
(t Thess 5:8; Rom 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5—6) and later NT 
documents (Eph 4:2-5; Col 1:4-5; Heb 6:10—-12; 10:22—4; 1 Pet 
1:3-8), may well be an invention of Paul himself (Best 1972: 
67). These three characteristics of becoming a follower of 
Christ are not just theological virtues but constitute distinctive 
badges of group identity. The Thessalonians, pushed to 
say who they were, could have given the distinctive answer, 
‘People characterized by faith (in Christ), love and hope’. 

v. 4, Paul, describingthem as ‘brothers’ (adelphoi; NRSVhas 
‘brothers and sisters’), says he knows of their election (eklogé ). 
The notion of election, with its long history antecedent to Paul 
of describing God’s choice of Israel as his own people, is now 
redirected to designate the ex-idolatrous Thessalonians as a 
group with an extraordinary status and destiny as specially 
chosen by God. Here Paul both amplifies (or reiterates) their 
understanding of themselves and also enhances the positive 
connotations of belonging to such a group. The use of adel- 
phot, the first of seventeen instances in the letter, continues 
the kinship discourse already begun with the two references 
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to the Father. The word may include women (so Koester 1979: 
36 and NRSV), as it must do in Galatians in the light of Gal 
3:28, butit is possible that here it does not, even though some 
women may have been converted by Paul (see Fatum 1997). 
v. 5, this verse, in which Paul states how his gospel came 
among them not only in word, but in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction, outlines either the occasion 
and manner of their election or the grounds by which Paul 
inferred the fact of their election. It is essential to give Paul’s 
reference to power and the Holy Spirit its full force and mean- 
ing. He is reminding the Thessalonians of the miracles and 
other charismatic phenomena (probably prophesying, glosso- 
lalia, visions, and auditions) which accompanied their recep- 
tion of his preaching. Such ecstatic phenomena, although 
rare, if not unheard of, in domestic settings in first-century 
cities of the Graeco-Roman East, were characteristic of Paul’s 
mission (Esler 1994: 40-51), as he also later reminded the 
Galatians (Gal 3:1-5). Charismatic phenomena created an 
exciting zone of Spirit-filled experience unique to his 
congregations. Once again, the group-differentiating element 
to this language should not be missed—another way of 
describing their identity was as a group actually filled by 
God. v. 6, they became his and the Lord’s imitators in the 
way they received the word in spite of persecution (thlipsis) in 
the joy of the Holy Spirit. The difficulties experienced by the 
Thessalonians, already implied by the reference to their 
endurance in 1:3, now surface openly in relation to their initial 
conversion. Possible reasons for external opposition to the 
Thessalonians turning to Christ, especially through neglect 
of cults considered vital to civic well-being, were considered 
above (cf. 1 THEss B 4). One insight of social identity theory is 
that external opposition and persecution will often encourage 
members to act in terms of their group membership, so that 
such past suffering, now brought again to mind by Paul, 
probably strengthened their involvement with, and commit- 
ment to, the congregation. The oy inspired by the Holy 
Spirit’ probably extends to the euphoria enjoyed by those 
who experience powerful dissociative states caused by divine 
possession (Esler 1994: 42). 

wy. 7-9, they ‘became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia’. In other words, they provided an 
admirable ensemble of attributes of belonging to a Christ- 
believing group which was recognized as applicable to other 
such groups in neighbouring areas. Paul focuses on their faith 
(pistis) as the key feature (it was mentioned first in v. 3), 
knowledge of which has now spread so far that he has no 
need to say anything about them, because others tell him what 
success he had among the Thessalonians, how they turned 
from idols ‘to serve a living and true God’ (cf. 1 THESsS B.1). 
Archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and literary evi- 
dence shows that a number of pagan cults were present in 
Thessalonica in Paul’s time, including those of the Egyptian 
goddesses Serapis and Isis (who offered salvation and eternal 
life), Dionysus, Zeus, Asclepius, Demeter, and, most import- 
antly, Cabirus (Edson 19 48; Donfried 1985; Jewett 1986; Klop- 
penborg 1993). This was not unusual in the empire which 
exhibited a pullulation of beliefs (MacMullen 198r: 1). The 
pagan cults of Thessalonica represent some of the outgroups 
against whom the Thessalonians must now seek to dis- 
tinguish themselves so as to build and maintain a positive 
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social identity. v. 10, Paul concludes by mentioning that now 
they are waiting for his (ie. God’s) son from heaven, ‘whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus who rescues us from the 
wrath that is coming’. Here we see that Paul has managed to 
persuade his Gentile converts to accept deeply Jewish trad- 
ition relating to the Day of Anger when the wicked will be 
condemned and the good saved. The notion of ‘the day (of 
judgement)’ is acommon feature of Israelite end-time specu- 
lation (see Joel 2:1-2; Zech 9:16; Mal 3:1—2; for the last judge- 
ment, see 1 Enoch 1:1-9; 2 Esd 7.33-4.4; Apoc. Abr. 29.14-29). 
Atthe same time, this brief reference to what the future holds 
for them, although greatly developed later in the letter, further 
contributes to differentiating the Thessalonians as a positively 
valued in-group from negatively valued outsiders (Esler 
2000). Myths of the future developed by millennial move- 
ments in modern pre-industrial settings virtually always serve 
this function. 


Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonica (2:1-16) 


(2:1-4) The Divine Basis for Paul’s Initial Visit wv. 1-2, address- 
ing them again in the language of fictive kinship as ‘brothers’, 
Paul reminds the Thessalonians how fruitful has been the 
work which he began among them (2:1). He then offers some 
precise information about his inauguration of his mission in 
Thessalonica, mentioning that, in spite of the suffering and 
abuse he (and presumably Silvanus and Timothy) previously 
experienced (hubristhentes: physically assaulted and dis- 
honoured) in Philippi, with God’s aid (lit. in our God) he 
courageously preached God’s gospel to them in the midst of 
great conflict (agén, ‘opposition’ NRSV). The ill-treatment in 
Philippi may be the same as that recorded in Acts 16:19-24, 
where Pauland Silas (i.e. Silvanus of t Thess 1:1) were dragged 
to the lawcourts, experienced hostility from the crowd, and 
were then stripped, flogged, and thrown into prison on the 
order of the magistrates. Later they were delivered (Acts 
16:25-40) and moved on to inaugurate the mission in 
Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). In any event, the Thessalonians 
must have known of the events—which involved being grossly 
shamed in public in a culture where honour was the primary 
virtue—to which Paul alludes. His point is that, in spite of this 
extreme type of opposition, he persevered when he came to 
Thessalonica, even though there too he encountered conflict 
(agon). Paul is not ‘boasting’ in our modern sense in saying 
this. He is doing what any honourable first-century Mediterra- 
nean man would do—setting out the foundation for his claim 
to respect and to authority. Moreover, the references to conflict 
in Philippi and then in Thessalonica illustrate the extremely 
competitive, indeed violent, context in which Paul’s efforts to 
establish in-groups of Christ-believers had been conducted in 
the face of the actions of opposing out-groups. 

v. 3, Paul now begins to make more explicit the basis and 
nature of his activity and status. His appeal (paraklésis) refers 
here to his initial preaching, whereas elsewhere in the letter 
paraklésis relates to his exhortations contained within it (so 
4:1). Paul denies that the source of his preaching was error, 
impurity, or deception, although he does not say precisely 
what charges against him led to this denial; presumably the 
Thessalonians did know (Best 1972: 93-4). It is even unclear 
whether he is responding to attacks from outside or inside the 
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Christ-movement, or from Israelites or Gentiles. v. 4, his 
authority comes from God. He has been approved by God to 
be entrusted to preach the gospel, and so he does, notto please 
men but the God who scrutinizes our hearts (see Jer 11:20; 
1Sam 16:7). In Mediterranean terms, Paul presents himselfas 
the loyal client of his divine patron, who knows him fully and 
has entrusted him to act as a broker to others, by distributing 
his benefaction (the gospel) to people who will become his 
clients, indeed his children. 


(2:5-12) Their Behaviour and Example wv. 5-6, Paul did not 
flatter them, that is to say, did not please the Thessalonians by 
attributing to them honour they did not possess, nor try to 
exploit them for personal gain. Nor did he seek honour (doxa, 
‘praise’ NRSV) from anyone at all. Again, it is unclear pre- 
cisely from which figures Paul might be distancing himself 
here. One possibility consists of the wandering philosophers, 
such as Cynics (Malherbe 1989b: 38-9) and magicians of this 
period, whose sincerity was questionable (see Lucian, De 
morte Peregrini, 3, 13). Alternatively or in addition, Paul may 
have in mind other members ofthe Christ-movement, such as 
the wandering apostles and prophets bent on living off con- 
gregations who are mentioned in the Didache (11.3—-12), with 
something like the latter suggested by the next verse. v. 7, 
although as Christ’s authorized apostle, that is, emissary or 
broker (a postolos), he held a position of considerable honour in 
relation to the Thessalonians, he was gentle (that is, not 
insisting on the benefits which rightly belonged to such an 
honourable position), like a wet-nurse or nursing mother 
comforting her children. For the word translated here as 
‘gentle’ (épiot) there is a variant, ‘infants’ (népioi), which is 
somewhat better attested in the manuscript tradition, but the 
total inversion of the imagery in the rest of the verse which 
this reading would produce, with the Thessalonians now the 
children, suggests ‘gentle’ was the original form. 

Malherbe (1989) has drawn attention to the similarity of 
Paul’s language in 2:1-12 to that used of ideal Cynic philoso- 
phers (as opposed to money-grubbing charlatans) by Dio 
Chrysostom (40-120 ck), even to the extent of Dio’s using 
the image of the nurse to epitomize how a good philosopher 
will treat his audience. Malherbe’s (ibid. 46, 48) conclusion, 
however, that Paul’s use of such language suggests he need 
not have been replying to an attack on him, is improbable. In 
this conflict-ridden and group-oriented culture it was inevit- 
able that Paul would be attacked (2:1-2) and not at all surpris- 
ing that in reply he would avail himself of a convenient stock 
discourse, in this case, perhaps, that of genuine travelling 
philosophers versus false ones (Koester 1979: 42). This dis- 
course had probably become conventional long before Dio, 
writing after Paul, had utilized it himself. 

v. 8, the sentiment here builds onv. 7. Because Paul cared so 
deeply for them (homeiromenoi—a rare word; Koester 1979: 
42) and they had become very dear (agapétoi) to him, he gladly 
decided to share with them not only the gospel but his whole 
being. Paul is here drawing upon the strong bonds of love and 
group solidarity that characterized family life in this culture. 
v. 9 provides a specific interpretation of how Paul shared his 
whole being with them. He asks the Thessalonians, (his) 
‘brothers’, to recall that while he preached the gospel of God 
to them he worked night and day so as not to be a burden on 
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them. Paulhere reveals that he preached tothe Thessalonians 
in a very low-status occupation as a craftsman of some sort 
(perhaps a tent-maker—Acts 18:3), not in the context of a 
synagogue, thus providing further evidence for the 
Thessalonians being a Gentile community (see I THESS 1:9). 
Hock (1980) has amply described how a craftsman’s shop 
would have functioned as a locus for Paul’s evangelism. That 
Paul could celebrate manual labour in this way suggests that 
his addressees also belonged to the non-élite in Thessalonica 
(Jewett 1993). This observation finds further support in the 
fact that there is not a single member of this congregation 
socially prominent enough for Paul to address by name (un- 
like the case in Corinth). v. 10, the Thessalonians are wit- 
nesses that he worked among them in a manner that was 
holy, just, and blameless. Behind this assertion may lie senti- 
ments to the contrary that Paul was aware were being ex- 
pressed about him in the city. 

wv. II-12, once again Paul returns to the pervasive family 
imagery of the letter, although now changing its gender, by 
saying that they know he treated each one of them like a father 
his children (v. 11), urging (parakalein), encouraging (para- 
muthein), and offering witness (marturein, ‘pleading’ NRSV) 
as tohow they should ‘leada life’ (lit. walk, peripatein) worthily 
of the God who called them into his kingdom and glory (v. 12). 
At the end ofv. 12 the reference to God’s kingdom and glory 
reinforces the elevated and honourable nature of the group to 
which they belong and the glorious destiny in store for them. 
These are central themes in the letter as a whole. They em- 
phasize the measureless superiority of the Christ-believing in- 
group to all out-groups in this environment. 

The word peripatein in v. 12 is important (it also appears at 
4:1, twice, and 4:12). It also occurs in Romans (4 times), 
1 Corinthians (twice), 2 Corinthians (5 times), and Galatians 
(once). In the NT the verb can mean just ‘to walk around’ (Mk 
2:9), but Paul uses it for the ‘walk’ of life. According to 
Seesemann (1967: 944-5), Paul relies on it in exhortatory 
contexts, particularly in the moral sense, a meaning which 
could only have derived from the LXX, since it is unknown in 
classical Greek. An LXX example of this meaning is at 2 Kings 
20:3 (where Hezekiah says he has walked before God in truth 
and with a perfect heart) and Eccl 11:9; Sir 13:13. Yet a moral or 
ethical dimension alone is too narrow for v. 12 (4:1 and 4:12); it 
essentially means ‘to live’ or, within a social identity frame- 
work, ‘to adopt a particular identity’. 


(2:13-16) The Response of the Thessalonians Dispute rages 
as to whether these verses are authentic to the letter or con- 
stitute a later insertion. The case for inauthenticity was argued 
by Baur (1873-5), and has recently been supported by many 
scholars including Pearson (1971), Boers (1976: 151-2), Koe- 
ster (1979: 38), and Schmidt (1983). A much more limited 
interpolation theory regards 2:16c asa marginal gloss inserted 
into the text after the sack of Jerusalem in 70 cE. Typical 
reasons for inauthenticity (see Koester 1979: 38) include the 
unnecessary resumption of the thanksgiving at 2:13, interrup- 
tion of the close connection between 2:12 and 2:17, alleged 
non-Pauline use of Pauline terms (such as mimeétat, ‘imita- 
tors’, in 2:14), the characterization of the Judeans in 2:14 as in 
conflict with Paul’s attitude in Rom 9-11, lack of a historical 
point of reference for the last phrase in 2:16 (‘the wrath to the 
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end has come upon them’) before 70 cz, and the absence of 
any allusion to these verses in 2 Thessalonians. Koester also 
considers a polemic against a third party would destroy the 
writer—recipient relationship he is trying to reshape. 

It is submitted, however, that the better view is that 2:13-16 
are authentic, as argued by Okeke (1980-1), Donfried (198 4), 
Jewett (1986: 36-41), and Weatherly (1991), to name a few. 
There is no reason in the textual tradition to doubt their 
authenticity and the arguments just mentioned are unpersua- 
sive. Thus, v. 13, beginning with a thanksgiving, marks a 
natural transition from Paul’s message to its impact on the 
Thessalonians. As to mimétai, Paul uses thevery word and ina 
very similar construction at 1 Thess 1:6 (and also at 1 Cor 4:16 
and 11:1), so its use at 2:14 is Pauline. Okeke (1980-1) has 
offered an explanation for why we should not expect Paul to 
follow the same argument in this letter as when addressing 
the Romans. This particular point can be made more empha- 
tically, however. A social-identity approach to Galatians has 
revealed how far Paul will go in stereotyping Israelites even 
when they are a part of his congregations (Esler 1998); we 
would expect such attitudes to apply a fortiori when his audi- 
ence is Gentile, as in Thessalonica. Finally, there are other 
possible candidates for the catastrophe referred to in 2:16, 
such as the riot and massacre that occurred in Jerusalem in 
48 cE (Jos. Ant. 20.112 and J.W. 2.224-7; Jewett 1986: 37-9). 

Even among the critics in favour of 2:13—-16 being authentic, 
however, one sometimes encounters a wish that the verses 
were not Pauline (see Jewett 1986: 41), perhaps reflecting a 
modern aversion to the powerful in-group/out-group antip- 
athies of the first-century Mediterranean world which are 
largely alien to modern North American and northern 
European culture and which interpreters are often slow to 
recognize in NT texts. 

v.13, Paul thankfully recalls their acceptance of God’s word, 
which is active among those who believe. Here he again shows 
his closeness to them and also reminds them of the nature of 
the power present in this group, as already mentioned in 1:4. 
The implication is that none of the other groups in Thessalon- 
ica have anything like this to offer. v. 14, his Thessalonian 
‘brothers’ became imitators of the Christ-following congrega- 
tions (ekklésiat) in Judea (who had been persecuted by other 
Judeans (Ioudaiot), because they experienced just the same 
treatment at the hands of their own fellow-countrymen. To 
translate Ioudaiot as ‘the Jews’ (with NRSV and most other 
trs.) misses the extent to which this people (whether living in 
Judea, Galilee, or further afield) were regarded by others (and 
saw themselves) as oriented to Judea, and to Jerusalem and 
the temple within it. This point becomes very clear in Book 11 
of Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities, when Cyrus sends the Judeans 
home to Judea; thereafter in this text Josephus almost always 
refers to them under this name. 

For the nature of the opposition to the Thessalonians, cf. 1 
THEss B.4. The opposition in Judea must have been somewhat 
different, as it would have drawn upon peculiarly Israelite 
opposition to the Christ-movement, of the sort perhaps that 
had previously motivated Paul himself to try to destroy it (Gal 
1:13; Phil 3:6). 

v. 15, Paul now attacks the Judeans just as we would expect 
once we shed modern notions of ethical behaviour and at- 
tempt to enter the harsh first-century Mediterranean world of 
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violent sterotypification and vilification of out-groups. He 
denigrates the Judeans as those who killed the Lord Jesus 
(even though he had been crucified by the Romans) and the 
prophets and who persecuted him, acting in a way not pleas- 
ing to God and opposed to all human beings. In the last phrase 
Paul seems to go so far as to pick up and mouth for the benefit 
of his ex-idolatrous converts negative views on Judeans cur- 
rent in certain Graeco-Roman circles (see Stern 1974-80; 
Esler 1987: 76-80). The idea that the Judeans had killed the 
prophets was a common one among early Christ-followers 
(see Lk 13:34; Mt 5:12; 23:31, 35, 37; Acts 7:52; Rom 11:3). 
References to killing prophets are found in Scripture (1 Kings 
19:10) and from extra-scriptural accounts, as in important 
texts such as the Lives of the Prophets and the Martyrdom of 
Isaiah. v. 16, thus the Judeans have hindered him from 
preaching to the Gentiles so that they might be saved. A 
possible mechanism for such hindrance emerges in the pic- 
ture of how the Judeans interfered with Paul’s mission in 
Philippi as recounted in Acts 16:11-24, if that account is 
historical. The result is that the Judeans have always filled 
their sins to the brim, perhaps referring to the repeated failure 
of Israel during history, and the anger has finally caught up 
with them. Although it is not easy to find an incident corres- 
ponding to the statement that the anger has come upon the 
Judeans, one possibility is the riot and massacre which oc- 
curred in Jerusalem in 48 cE (Jewett 1986: 37-8). 


The Present Situation (2:17-3:13) 


Paul recounts his long-standing desire to visit them, and how 
he sent Timothy instead. Generally, Funk (1967) argues that 
the traditional Greek epistolary topic of friendship (philo- 
phronésis; see Koskenniemi 1956) has been transformed into 
a new topic of the Christian letter, ‘apostolic parousia’. 


(2:17-20) Paul’s Desire to Visit the Thessalonians v. 17, Paul 
has previously described himself as a nursing mother (2:7) 
and as a father (2:11) to them; now he retains the familial 
imagery but presents himself as (for a short period) having 
become an orphan in relation to them—but physically, not 
emotionally. The notion of ‘absent in body but present in 
mind’ was a common topic in Graeco-Roman epistolography 
(Funk 1967: 264; Stowers 1986: 59). The expression of his 
eagerness to come to them, part of the friendly letter frame- 
work, is a fairly common one in Paul’s letters (cf. Rom 1:11; 
15:23; 2 Cor 8:16-17; Phil 1:8). v. 18, yet although he earnestly 
sought to be physically with them again and wanted to come 
to them on a number of occasions, Satan prevented him. The 
idea of there being a hindrance to his coming is one of the 
structural features Funk isolates as belonging to the apostolic 
parousia (also found at Rom 1:13; 15:22). Moreover, the refer- 
ence to Satan suggests Paul senses a supernatural force 
thwarting his desired visit to the Thessalonians (Best 1972: 
126-7). w. I9-20 provide the basis for Paul’s missing the 
Thessalonians and desiring to be with them. For it is they 
who are his hope, joy, and crown ofhis claim to honour; in the 
presence of his Lord Jesus at his parousia they will be his 
honour and his joy. Here the typical Mediterranean connec- 
tion of the honour of the individual and the publicly acknow- 
ledged worth of the group to which he or she belongs comes 
through loud and clear. At his parousia Jesus will reward those 
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who are his own, so that those responsible for their conver- 
sion, here Paul, will earn a massive accretion of honour and 
joy from so public an acknowledgement. 


(3:1-5) Timothy’s Mission vv. 1-24, because he was no longer 
able to endure (i.e. his separation from them) he resolved to 
stay behind alone in Athens and send Timothy. In Acts, Paul 
moves from Thessalonica to Athens (17:16-34), with a brief 
intervening stay in Beroea (17:9-15). wv. 2-5, according to 
Funk’s parousia schema, this is the despatch of the emissary 
aspect (also see 1 Cor 4:17; 16:12; 2 Cor 8:18-24; 9:3-5; 12:17- 
18; Phil 2:19-23), usually containing (1) a statement that 
someone has been or will be sent, here 1 Thess 3:2@ (just 
noted); (2) his credentials, here 1 Thess 3.2b (Timothy is his 
brother and fellow-worker in God for the proclamation of the 
gospel of Christ); and (3) purpose, here 1 Thess 3:2c-4 
(Timothy was to strengthen and encourage them in the faith, 
lest anyone be agitated by the current tribulations, which they 
knew would come, just as he had foretold when he was with 
them). In v. 5, Paul offers a summary of his purpose in send- 
ing Timothy: because he could no longer endure, he sent 
Timothy to learn about their faith, lest the tempter had been 
successful or his labour fruitless. 


(3:6-10) Thankful Receipt of Timothy’s Report v. 6, Timothy 
has recently returned to Paul bearing the good news of their 
faith (pistis) and love (agapé), that they always have a good 
memory of him and that they want to see him as much as he 
wants to see them. The first element of this good news is that 
the Thessalonians are preserving two parts of the (character- 
istic) Pauline triad mentioned at 1 Thess 1:3, namely, faith and 
love; these are vital attributes of the group identity Paul has 
wanted them to acquire. Nevertheless, Timothy’s (or Paul’s) 
omission of any mention of the third attribute—hope—may 
be deliberate, given what he will say to them later (4:10, 13). As 
the founder of'a congregation who wants them to imitate him, 
he naturally rejoices that he is still so warmly regarded by 
them. According to Funk, wv. 6-9 relate to the benefits which 
accrue from the apostolic parousia—both to Paul and to his 
addressees (see also Rom 1:13; 15:32; 1 Cor 4:18-19, 21; Phil 
2:19). wv. 7-8, Paul states that their faith has encouraged him 
ina time ofevery distress (anagké) and persecution (thlipsis); if 
they stand firm he can go on living. Here ‘faith’ is a very 
general word denoting their whole identity as Christ- 
believers. Paul does not specify the affliction and tribulation 
and it is not possible to correlate this information with the 
descriptions of his activity in Acts at around this time, in 
either Beroea (Acts 17:10-15), Athens (Acts 17:16-34), or 
Corinth (Acts 18:1-17). This is another reason against putting 
too much reliance on Acts as a historical source for Paul’s 
experience at this time, a problem discussed in 1 THEss B.1 in 
relation to the very different pictures given by Paul and Luke 
of the foundation of the congregation in Thessalonica. wv. 9— 
10, because of the Thessalonians, Paul is able to offer joyful 
thanksgiving to God. 

v. 10, day and night he prays most earnestly to see them 
and—but now a darker note intrudes—to amend the short- 
comings (husterémata) of their faith. Shortcomings? Hitherto 
there has been no explicit mention of any deficiency in their 
faith (which here has the same meaning of Christ-following 
identity as at 3:7), even ifa lack of hope was strongly implied at 
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3:6. Yet Paul is now opening up the theme that even among 
his splendid and beloved Thessalonians there are problems. 
Timothy’s report could not, after all, have been a uniformly 
positive one. Accordingly, even if Funk (1967) is right to see in 
v. Io an invocation for divine approval and support for the 
apostolic parousia (as also in Rom 1:10; 15:30-2; 1 Cor 4:19; 
16:7), the fact that an absent Paul might need to be present in 
epistolary form to correct as well as to praise must not be 
forgotten. 


(3:11-13) Prayer for the Thessalonians v. 1, Paul now begins 
the detailed text ofa prayer (especially signalled by verbs in the 
optative mood in wv. 1, 12) which he had described in sum- 
mary form in v. to and which continues until the end of v. 13. 
The first invocation (as in v. 10) is that God their Father and 
their Lord Jesus might guide his way to them. v. 12, the second 
invocation of the prayer begins to pick up the shortcomings 
mentioned in v. 1: Paul prays that God may make them 
increase and abound in love (agapé) for one another and for 
all, just as Paul does for them. Although they are characterized 
by love already (1 Thess 3:6), Paul prays that they will show 
even more love. There is room for improvement. It is signifi- 
cantthatthis love must notonly be directed to the members of 
the congregation (a reality to be designated, quite naturally, as 
philadel phia, ‘brotherly love’, at 4:9) but also to everyone, that 
is to all outside the congregation. This represents a signifi- 
cant, indeed countercultural, modification of group-oriented 
ways of behaving which were then the norm. The theme will 
be taken up again later (4:12). 

v. 13, thirdly, Paul prays that they (God and Jesus) may 
strengthen the Thessalonians’ hearts in holiness so that they 
may be blameless before their God and Father at the parousia 
of their Lord Jesus with all his saints. This invocation directs 
the recipients of the letter to the future dimension of their 
existence, the return of Jesus. The omission of hope in 1 Thess 
3:6 suggested certain difficulties with their understanding of 
what the future held in store and, before proceeding to details 
(4:13-18), Paul reminds them in abbreviated form of the goal 
of their existence. The Lord will return and they must be 
blameless in holiness when he does. The word ‘holiness’ 
(hagiosuné) refers to the Spirit-charged zone of existence 
they have entered by joining the congregation; its opposites 
are ‘impurity’ (akatharsia, 4:7, and porneia, 4:3), the label for 
the filthy world of idolatry and immorality which they have left 
behind (see 1 THESS 4:3). 


Living a Life Pleasing to God (4:1-12) 


Luhrmann (1990: 245) refers tothis material, reflecting Paul’s 
initial preaching, as ‘ethics’. But ‘ethics’ as a differentiated 
province of human activity with a heavily individualistic ten- 
dency is quite a modern concept, having acquired its current 
status since the time of Kant (1724-1804). In the ancient 
world there was discussion of appropriate ways to behave, 
but set within wider frameworks of domestic or civic life. 
From the perspective of social-identity theory, on the other 
hand, norms for behaviour are values which define acceptable 
and non-acceptable attitudes and behaviours for group mem- 
bers. Norms bring order and predictability tothe environment 
and thus assist in-group members to construe the world 
and to choose appropriate behaviour in new and ambiguous 
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situations. Thus they maintain and enhance group identity 
(Brown 1988: 42-8; Esler 1998: 45). Even if critics are correct 
in seeing Israelite tradition, such as that found in the so-called 
Holiness Code of Lev 17-26 (Hodgson 1982), as lying behind 
some of what Paul says in 1 Thess 4:1-12, the usefulness of a 
social-identity approach to the material would persist. 
Throughout Israelite history norms, derived from the law 
and its interpretation, served to differentiate Israel from other 
groups (Esler 1998: 82-6) and Paul’s reappropriation of some 
of those norms within a setting of the novel intergroup differ- 
entiation inaugurated with the establishment of congrega- 
tions of Christ-followers is unsurprising. 


(4:1-2) Keeping the Traditions v. 1, ‘Finally, brothers’, says 
Paul, thus indicating that he is moving on to a new series of 
points relating to the maintenance of their group identity 
which he has just signalled (in 3:6-13) is not quite as good as 
it should be. He wants them to ‘walk’ (peripatein: cf. 1 THESS 
2:12) and to please God in accordance with the traditions they 
had previously received (parelabete) from him (no doubt when 
he founded the congregation), and thus to do better and better. 
Paul uses the word peripateo to create an inclusio in 4:1-12, by 
placing it (twice) atthe beginning of the passage (v. 1) and once 
at the end (v. 12). We are justified in translating it broadly, ‘be 
of a particular identity’, an identity which certainly includes 
moral norms, rather than the narrower ‘behave in a particular 
way’. The exhortation to ‘please God’, reminds us that a major 
foundation for normative behaviour among this group is the 
very personal one of pleasing their heavenly Father (and pat- 
ron). v. 2, Paul specifically reminds them of the existence of 
commands, that is, the instructions relating to norms, which 
he had previously given ‘in our Lord Jesus Christ’. The last 
phrase indicates that these are distinctive to Christ-followers; 
they are emblems of group-belonging. 


(4:3-8) Purity v. 3a, God’s will is their sanctification (hagias- 
mos). Koester (1979: 43) reasonably moves away from too 
individualistic an interpretation by suggesting that hagiasmos 
should not be understood as a task of moral perfection for the 
individual, but as the reassessment of the values for dealing 
with each other in everyday life (i.e. it concerns relationships). 
Yet this really fails to bring out the full significance of this 
word. As suggested elsewhere (Esler 1998: 157-8), sanctifica- 
tion language in 1 Thessalonians (which covers hagios and 
hagidsuné at 3:13, hagiasmos here and at 4:4 and 7, and hagiazo 
at 5:23) provides a semantic framework for expressing the 
ideal identity of his Gentile converts parallel to the language 
of righteousness which Paul reactively appropriates from 
Israelite tradition and deploys in Galatians and Romans 
when the Christ-following groups he addresses also include 
Israelites (Esler 1998: 141-77). This is vital language in the 
letter relating to norms which serves to encapsulate the very 
distinctive identity of the Thessalonian in-group in contrast to 
idolatrous out-groups. vv. 3b-6 list a number of aspects to this 
identity, with vw. 7-8 summarizing the position. v. 3), the first 
dimension to their ‘sanctification’ is that they refrain from 
porneia, which probably means sexual sin of all types (Best 
1972: 161), which Paul presumably implies was characteristic 
of the idolatrous world they had left behind. Thus the norm (of 
sexual propriety) is firmly embedded in a contrast between in- 
group and out-group. 
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v. 4, is one of the most difficult verses in the letter. (God also 
wills that) each one of them should know ‘to acquire’ (or, 
perhaps, ‘to keep’—ktasthat; NRSV has ‘control’) his skeuos 
(‘vessel’) in sanctification (hagiasmos) and honour. There are 
two main options: (1) ‘to keep or control one’s body’, which 
involves giving ktasthai a somewhat unusual meaning, or (2) 
‘to acquire one’s wife’. As to (1), sometimes in the post-NT 
Greek world (butnot before) the body is called the container of 
the soul (Maurer 1971: 359). But Paul does refer to human 
bodies at 2 Cor 4:7 as ‘clay vessels’, bearing a treasure. Maurer 
(p. 365) says the reference is not to the bodies as bearing the 
soul but the message, but why should not this be the sense in 
4:72 This interpretation of skeuos as body, preferred by a 
number of patristic writers (such as Tertullian and Chrysos- 
tom), in spite ofa rather unusual sense for ktasthai, isthe most 
likely meaning. Luhrmann (1990: 245-7) argues strongly that 
skeuos means ‘body’ to include men and women—anthropoi— 
as in 1 Cor 7 (which assumes adelphos and philadelphia as 
used in 1 Thessalonians do cover both genders). This meaning 
also seems far better adapted to the reference to sexual mis- 
conduct in the previous verse and to what follows in v. 6 (see 
below). 

As to (2), there is a Jewish but not a Greek background for 
calling a woman a vessel (Maurer 1971: 361-2: ‘to use as a 
vessel’, ‘to make one’s vessel’, are to be regarded as established 
euphemisms for sexual intercourse). If so ktasthai (present 
tense) in an ingressive sense (‘to gain’) would mean to marry 
(as a defence against fornication) and in a durative sense (‘to 
possess——which would normally require the perfect tense) 
would mean to hold their own wives in esteem (as a defence 
against fornication—thus the phrase would correspond 
exactly to 1 Cor 7:2). This interpretation also fits quite well 
with v. 6 which would then be a warning against adultery with 
the wife of a member of the congregation. But this inter- 
pretation involves an unpleasant nuance of skeuos (women 
as containers for semen) which is unknown among Greek 
authors and is found only in some fairly erotic passages in 
Israelite works (Bassler 1995: 55). 

There are other, less likely, possibilities for skeuos. Donfried 
(1985: 342) argues that it means the penis, being a reference 
to the strong phallic symbolism in the cults of Dionysus, 
Cabirus, and Samothrace prevalent in Thessalonica. With 
ktasthai it means ‘to gain control over one’s penis, or over 
the body with respect to sexual matters’. Bassler (1995) makes 
an interesting new suggestion that it refers to one’s virgin 
partner. 

v. 5, Paul contrasts this behaviour with its opposite, the 
lustful passion of the Gentiles who do not know God. It seems 
much more plausible that ‘lustful passion’ is a reference to 
howtheidolatrous Gentiles treat their bodies rather than their 
wives. Graeco-Roman wives were meant to live respectable 
lives at home, bearing their children and attending to domes- 
tic affairs. Greek or Roman men passionately involved with 
their wives were regarded as oddities. Best’s (1972: 165) attri- 
bution to Paul of the notion that ‘pagan marriage is motivated 
by lust’ is culturally indefensible. v. 6a, Paul offers another 
piece of advice, beginning with an infinitive, whose connec- 
tion with what has preceded is difficult. It could be a new 
topic: (It is God’s will—understood from v. 3—that the Thes- 
salonian converts) should not wrong (huperbainein) or de- 
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fraud (pleonektein; NRSV has ‘exploit’) his brother in 
commerce ( pragmati)’. This is unlikely, since it breaks up a 
chain of thought that is otherwise completely devoted to sex- 
ual misconduct decried in v. 3 and pragma in the singular is 
not used of commerce (Best 1972: 167). It is preferable to 
interpret pragma as ‘matter’ (so NRSV) or ‘area’, referring 
back to the misuse of one’s body in the lustful manner of 
pagans. In this context huperbainein and pleonektein could 
have the meanings just attributed to them, in which case 
Paul would be warning the Thessalonians not to engage in 
sexual misconduct with the wives or husbands of other mem- 
bers of the congregation. But Paul is unlikely to have intro- 
duced such a limitation. What he is actually saying is that they 
should not ‘outdo’ (hu perbainein) or ‘gain the advantage over’ 
(pleonektein) their brothers in the area of sexual conduct, that 
is, stop acting like the pagans around them for whom sexual 
conquests were a matter of pride and the more one achieved 
the more one had to boast about. Such competition was typical 
behaviour among unrelated males in this culture (Paul also 
attacks the same kind of attitudes and practices in Gal 5:26; 
Esler 1998: 230). Once again, Paul is differentiating this 
group from the sinful outsiders. v. 6b-c, he reminds them 
that God will take vengeance on this behaviour just as he had 
previously told them. There is a strong context for God as 
avenger in Israelite tradition (Deut 32:35; Ps 99:8; Mic 5:15; 
Nah 1:2). 

v.7, Paul begins tosum up the discussion initiated at v. 3 by 
reminding them of the rival brands of identity on offer: either 
the sanctification (hagiasmos), to which God has called them, 
or impurity (akatharsia), here (like the instance at 2 Cor 12:21) 
being related to the condition and product of porneia in v. 3. 
These words describe the stark alternatives available to in- 
group and out-group. v. 8, Paul next reminds them of the 
divine dimension to the norms that are integral to their iden- 
tity: the one who ‘disregards’, or ‘rejects’ (athetein), does not 
disregard a human being but the God who puts the Holy 
Spirit into them. Paul has already reminded them of the Spirit 
(see 1 Thess 1:5), which above all means the powerful charis- 
matic phenomena associated with having, in effect, God 
within, and he now reiterates this message in the context of 
group norms in the area of sexual propriety. 


(4:9-12) Brotherly Love v. 9, now Paul turns to another sub- 
ject, brotherly love (philadelphia), although still within the 
broad subject of the shortcomings announced at 3:10 and 
the need to abound even more in their apapé mentioned at 
3:12. Brotherly love is something that Paul says he has no need 
to write about because they have been ‘God-taught’ (theodidak- 
toi) to love (agapan) one another. 

Although there is a treatise by Plutarch on the subject, 
the word philadelphia is rare in early texts of the Christ- 
movement. Paul uses philadelphia only once elsewhere (Rom 
12:10), and there are only a few instances in the rest of the NT 
(Heb 13:1; 1 Pet 1:22; 2 Pet 1:7 (twice) ). The adjective philadel- 
phos occurs at 1 Pet 3:8. There are only three instances in the 
Septuagint, at 4 Macc 13:23, 26; 14:1 (which Klauck (1990) 
sees as a source for Paul), while philadel phos also appears, at 2 
Macc 15:14; 4 Macc 13:21; 15:10. Perhaps the connection of 
‘Philadelphos’ with the Ptolemies has discouraged its wider 
use in biblical texts. Betz (1978: 232) notes that there is no 
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obvious explanation why this term was regarded as proper in 
the Christian context, since it was apparently considered as 
just part of agapé and there wasno further need to explain it; it 
may have come to Paul from Hellenized Judaism. Aasgaard 
(1997) has argued for striking parallels between Plutarch’s 
understanding of philadelphia and Paul’s thought on the sub- 
ject. 

Yet in a context in which Paul was intent on maintaining 
the appropriateness of kinship patterns from the surrounding 
culture to his Thessalonian congregation, the use of a word at 
home in Greek perceptions of the family had a lot to recom- 
mend it. More particularly, brotherly love characterizes the 
alternative to behaving like unrelated males always in compe- 
tition, which he criticized in v. 6a. Lying close to the heart of 
the identity Paul is recommending tothe Thessalonians is the 
model of harmonious relations among a respectable family in 
the surrounding culture (Esler 2000). While the reference to 
their brotherly love at v. 9 is the most obvious example, the 
word adelphos occurs four times in the passage (4:1, 6, 10 
(twice) ). 

Theodidaktos is unattested prior to Paul; he may have coined 
the word. He could be alluding to Lev 19:18 (so Luhrmann 
1990: 248), or to Isa 54:13 or Jer 31:33—4, but this is unlikely for 
a Gentile congregation. Marshall (1982: 115) has a good ex- 
planation: Paul is saying that the Spirit empowers humans to 
love. This is in accord with Gal 5:22 (see Esler 1998: 203). 
Kloppenborg (1993) has suggested another source of philadel- 
phia, and theodidaktos, namely, that Paul is utilizing the local 
popularity of the Dioscuri, Castor and Pollux, whose devotion 
to one another was widely regarded as exemplifying philadel- 
phia, and that theodidaktoi evokes the Dioscuri as a pattern for 
imitation. But such a derivation is highly unlikely from the 
author of 1 Thess 1:9. How is it possible, contra Kloppenborg, 
that two pagan gods could offer the Thessalonians ‘an appro- 
priate mimetic ideal in a situation in which disparities in 
moral character lead to rivalry and tension’ (1993: 237)? 

v. 10a, Paul praises them for showing agapé to all the 
brothers in the whole of Macedonia, which brings out the 
fundamental importance of group solidarity, a typical theme 
in this culture. wv. rob-11, he urges them to do even better and 
to make it their ambition to live quietly, to mind their own 
affairs, and to work with their hands as he had previously 
warned them. The most likely explanation for this advice is 
that Paul wanted his audience, probably urban craftsmen and 
labourers of low status, to keep a low profile and therefore 
avoid attracting antipathy from out-groups for reasons dis- 
cussed in 1 THESS B.4. Within their social level, Paul was 
suggesting that they live the quiet, hardworking life of hon- 
ourable men (see I THEsS 4:12). Hock (1980: 46-7) believes 
that this is a recommendation to keep out of politics (by 
paying special levies, going on embassies to Rome, entertain- 
ing the governor, undertaking public services). Such a with- 
drawal from public life was especially identified with the 
Epicureans and many more in the first century, sometimes 
being coupled with advocacy of philosophers of retirement 
and working with one’s own hands. Yet Hock’s proposal 
seems socially unrealistic in relation to a more likely audience 
of the urban poor who would never have been in a financial 
position to engage in such activities in the first place, let alone 
to withdraw from them. v. 12, Paul ends this section with a 
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purpose clause: so that they may adopt a respectable identity 
(peripatein euschEemonos; NRSV has ‘behave properly towards’) 
towards outsiders (hoi exo) and be dependenton no one. Thus 
Paul concludes with peripatein, the word used twice when he 
opened this discussion (4:1). 


The Lord’s Coming (4:13-5:11) 


These verses deal in some detail with the future destiny of 
those who believe in Christ and, toa lesser extent, with those 
who do not. The letter has previously referred to the future in 
store (1:10), especially the parousia of Christ (2:19; 3:13), but 
now we have the events and their significance set out in some 
detail. Although the word ‘eschatology’ has been applied by 
NT scholars to this subject for over a century now (as an 
example, see Best 1972: 180), the various (and differing) 
theological agendas that have become attached to that word 
have left its meaning rather obscure, except in the vanishingly 
rare case of critics who indicate precisely whatthey mean by it. 
Accordingly, in what follows the data in 4:13-5:11 will be 
considered within two other frameworks which, although 
derived from social-scientific research, have the potential to 
throw light on this absorbing picture of the future dating to 
the very early stages of the Christ-movement. 

First, within social-identity theory (a sub-area of social psy- 
chology—cf. 1 THEss c.5—8), a group’s distinctive orientation 
towards the future can help foster among the members a 
cognitive sense of belonging to the group, and also nourish 
the evaluative and emotional dimensions of membership. In 
other words, the members tell themselves who they are—and 
in a very positive way—in relation to where they are going. A 
striking modern example of this is the Hausa, a group of 
Sudanese Muslims, who spend their whole life as if they are 
undertaking a pilgrimage, a haj, to Mecca, even though most 
of them never get there (Esler 1998: 42). Secondly, social 
anthropologists have investigated many groups, generally 
(although not always) suffering from some form of colonial 
oppression or disturbance of traditional ways of life, who 
develop or revive narratives of a coming transformation of 
the world which will leave them radically restored to their 
proper place and, often, destroy those who oppress them 
(Duling 1996; Esler 1993; 1994: 93-109). These phenomena 
are generally referred to as instances of ‘millennialism’ or 
‘millenarianism’. Examples of millenarian mythopoiesis, dis- 
cussed elsewhere (Esler 1993: 187-8; 1994: 101-4), include 
the ghost dance among North American Indians in the late 
nineteenth century and the cargo cults of twentieth-century 
Melanesia (in the South Pacific). Jewett (1986: 161-78) has 
usefully applied millenarian ideas to 1 and 2 Thessalonians 
(the latter letter he regards as authentic). Millennialism pro- 
vides a second useful etic framework for contextualizing this 
part of 1 Thessalonians. It is worth noting that although 
deprivation of some sort cannot simply be said to explain the 
origin of millennial movements, it is often one aspect of the 
experience of the membership and provides an important part 
of the context that needs to be taken into account in under- 
standing its futurist myth. 

(4:13-18) The Circumstances of this Coming v. 13, Paul wants 


them to know that they should not grieve about those who ‘are 
sleeping’ (NRSV ‘who have died’), ‘as others do who have no 
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hope’. Apparently some of the people in Thessalonica whom 
Paul converted have died since and worries have arisen 
among the Thessalonians concerning their status at the par- 
ousia of Christ. Clearly, as already noted, belief in the parou- 
sia, even though it is a vision of the future heavily indebted to 
Israelite tradition, is embedded in this ex-Gentile group, so 
that the problem is whether those who die in faith beforehand 
will participate in Christ’s glorious return. The sharp 
distinction between in-group and out-groups Paul maintains 
throughout the letter is evident here in the reference to ‘the 
rest who have no hope’. Hope (el pis) was included at 1 Thess 1:3 
as one of the three primary elements of the identity of Christ- 
followers and the fact that Paul is worried they might be 
deficient in hope also surfaces in Timothy’s notable failure 
to include itin his report to Paul of the current condition of the 
Thessalonians (at 1 THESS 3:6). It is beside the point to suggest 
that it was not correct that the rest of men had no hope 
whatsoever (as does Best 1972: 185); Paul is using the notion 
of hope to differentiate Christ-followers from other groups; 
the (probably inaccurate) stereotypification of the others is 
essential to this strategy. v. 14, Paul sets out what should be 
the basis for their hope: iftheybelievethat Jesus died and rose, 
so also will God bring with him those who have died (Lit. fallen 
asleep) through Jesus. In millennial movements elsewhere 
the return of the ancestors is a common feature of the futurist 
myth. Here Paul links the inclusion in the parousia of those 
who have already died to the belief in the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus which was central to their faith in him. 

v. 15, first emphasizing the authority of what he is about to 
say (it is a ‘word of the Lord’; v. 154), Paul now expands upon 
the precise nature of the vindication he is holding out for 
those who have died. Those who are living, who survive to 
the parousia of the Lord, will not have any advantage over 
those who have died (v. 15b). It is difficult to know what Paul 
means by a ‘word of the Lord’ here. Possible meanings include 
a saying of Jesus (not otherwise extant), a statement by a 
prophet among the Christ-followers, a fragment of some un- 
known text, or (perhaps most likely) his own view but spoken 
as the Lord’s agent and therefore the Lord’s. It is also unclear 
whether the ‘word of the Lord’ relates only to the statement in 
v. 15 or whether it extends to the end of v. 17. The former is 
more likely, because Paul had presumably already told them 
the broad outline of what we have in wv. 16-17; v. 15 contains 
the new element that required to be supported by the appeal to 
authority. 

vv. 16-17, the Lord himself—accompanied by a cry of com- 
mand, the call ofan angel, and the trumpet of God—will come 
down from heaven and those who have died in Christ will rise 
first, then those who are living, who survive, will be snatched 
up together with them in the clouds toa meeting with the Lord 
in the air, so to be with the Lord for ever. Here we have a 
futurist myth derived partly from Israelite tradition but given 
a new slant in the context of the belief in Christ’s death and 
resurrection which saw him exalted to the right hand of God 
(Acts 2:33; Rom 8:34). The myth deals with Christ’s descent 
(based on his preceding ascent to God) which presupposes a 
first-century cosmology in which heaven is located above the 
earth. The cry of command is probably to be taken as uttered 
by Jesus and as addressed to the dead that they should rise. A 
trumpet also appears in connection with resurrection and the 
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end-time at 1 Cor 15:52 (also see Isa 27:13; Zeph 1:14-16). 
While most myths relate to past events, helping a particular 
group to gain access to its formative, primordial past (Eliade 
1989), a myth of the future such as this is rather different. It 
serves to stress the goal rather than the basis of a social order 
and thus has a prescriptive rather than a proscriptive function 
(Doty 1986: 44-9; Esler 1993: 186). Paul’s Thessalonian con- 
verts would have been reassured by the details of this narrative 
that another order of reality existed, and that the difficult 
events of their present and recent past were occurring within 
a context controlled by heavenly forces who would ultimately 
restore their fortunes beyond their wildest dreams. Yet 
although the creation of hope in a future vindication forms 
part of such mythopoiesis, it is not the end of the story. For a 
futurist myth such as this also creates an imaginary experi- 
ence in the present of that which is to come, and thus rein- 
forces the social identity of its addressees at a time when they 
are exposed to external threat (Esler 1994: 109). 


(5:1-11) The Need for Wakefulness v. 1, Paul indicates that he 
does not need to tell them about dates and times, presumably 
because he has already done so. He does not want to become 
involved in the discussion of an end-time calendar. v. 2, what 
they already know is that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night, that is, quite unexpectedly. The ‘day of the 
Lord’ was well established in Israelite tradition. It was to be a 
time of joy for some and terror for others. Thus Isaiah had 
written that on ‘that day’ a great trumpet would sound and the 
scattered ones in Assyria and Egypt would come to worship 
the Lord on Jerusalem’s holy mountain (Isa 27:13). Zephaniah, 
on the other hand, had presented a bleaker picture: a day that 
would be a day of wrath, of anguish and torment, of destruc- 
tion and devastation, when the Lord would bring dire distress 
upon the people (Zeph 1:14—18). Paul must have imparted 
some of this material to his ex-idolatrous converts, no doubt 
painting a happy future for them and an unhappy one for 
sinful out-groups. 

v. 3, Paul illustrates his previous statement with two con- 
nected examples showing how people will not escape. First, it 
is just when people are saying ‘peace and security’ (eiréné kai 
asphaleia) that suddenly disaster overtakes them just as, sec- 
ondly, the pain of childbirth comes upon a pregnant woman. 
The latter example is a commonplace of domestic human 
experience (although often mentioned as a sign of the End: 
Mk 13:8), but the former relates to the political realities of 
Thessalonica. Some coins minted at Thessalonica contained 
slogans with the similar words ‘freedom and security’, prob- 
ably reflecting the advantages the local élite derived from 
Rome and the Roman imperial cult (Jewett 1986: 124). The 
‘peace’ to which Paul refers is presumably the Pax Romana. 
Paulis alluding tothe fragility ofthe comfortable relationship 
between the rulers of the city and Rome (Hendrix 1984), 
which could at any time suffer a disastrous reverse. 

wv. 4-5, Paul introduces the imagery of light and darkness to 
distinguish between Christ-followers, whom the day (of an- 
ger) will not ‘surprise... like a thief’, and others in Thessalon- 
ica. The Christ-followers are all sons of light and sons of day 
who do not belong to night or darkness; by implication, then, 
the others are sons of night and sons of darkness who do not 
belong to light or day. Such a powerful dualism presents very 
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starkly the nature of the opposed identities of in-group and 
out-group, the first highly positive and the second very nega- 
tive indeed. Here we have a good example of the stereotypical 
group-categorization characteristic of the way one group gen- 
erates a favourable social identity for itself. vv. 6-7, Paul 
persists with his continuing process of group differentiation 
ina related area of imagery by exhorting them not to sleep like 
the others (by implication, people of the night) but to keep 
awake and be sober—for those who sleep and those who get 
drunk do so at night. v. 8, since he and they belong to the day, 
he says, they should be sober, thus reinforcing still further the 
reality of group differentiation using imagery of day and night 
which he began way back at v. 4. Yet now he adds a new 
element—they should do so having put on the breastplate of 
faith and love and the helmet of hope of salvation. In this latter 
clause he summons before his readers the triad of faith, love, 
and hope (and in that order) which he introduced in the third 
verse of the letter. This is really to pile identity-descriptors on 
identity-descriptors! 

When Paul refers to putting on (endusamenoi) the breast- 
plate of faith and love (théraka pisteds kai agapés) and the hope 
of salvation for a helmet (perikephalaian elpida sotérias), he is 
alluding either to Isa 59.17 or Wis 5:18 (which is presumably 
dependent on Isaiah), or both. The Isaian passage reads: ‘He 
put on (enedusato) righteousness as a breastplate (dikaiosunén 
thoraka) and placed the helmet of salvation (perikephalaian 
sdtériou) on his head’, while the one from Wisdom has: ‘He 
will put on righteousness as a breastplate (endusetat thoraka 
dikaiosunén), and he will don true judgement instead of a 
helmet.’ Paul has changed the phrase ‘breastplate of right- 
eousness’ to ‘breastplate of faith and love’, while adding the 
word ‘hope’ to the expression ‘helmet of salvation’, which he 
otherwise retains. Paul’s treatment of the possible Septuagin- 
tal source(s) means, first, that faith and love represent a way of 
describing the condition of being a Christ-follower analogous 
to that expressed by ‘righteousness’. Secondly, however, the 
alteration indicates that in writing to Gentiles he has deliber- 
ately chosen to substitute the former for the latter, presumably 
because he found ‘righteousness’ inappropriate for such an 
audience (Esler 1998: 156-7). The function fulfilled by the 
language of holiness in relation to a Gentile audience in 
1 Thessalonians is served later in relation to mixed Israelite 
and Gentile groups in Galatians and Romans by the discourse 
of righteousness. 

v. 9, Paul’s statement that God has destined them not for 
anger but for obtaining salvation through their Lord Jesus 
Christ makes explicit for the first time the nature of the fate, 
the awesome wrath of God (see Zeph 1:14-18, noted above), 
hanging over out-groups, whoare again sharply differentiated 
from the believers in Christ to whom salvation will be ex- 
tended. The nature of that salvation is set out in 1 Thess 
4:16-17, whilethe ambit of the anger is not. v. 10, Jesus Christ 
is described as the one whodied for us so that ‘awake or asleep’ 
(that is, dead, as in 1 Thess 4:13-16), we willlive together with 
him. This the first time in Paul’s correspondence that we find 
the important formula ‘Christ died for’ witha further word or 
words indicating the person(s) for whom he died (also see 
1 Cor 15:3; 2 Cor 5:14; 5:15; Rom 5:6; 5:8; 14:15). De Jonge (1990: 
233-4) has argued thatthis expression, which preceded Paul’s 
use of it since he cites it in 1 Cor 15:3 as a tradition he had 
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received, always serves as a foundation for the claim that 
God’s salvation has become reality or at least has been in- 
augurated, to highlight the new state of life into which Christ- 
followers have been transferred. Within a social identity 
framework, one might add that the notion of Jesus’ death for 
his followers is what enables the creation of their identity and 
also fills it with positive evaluative and emotional dimensions. 
v. 11, the sentiment is similar to, while going a little further 


than, that of 4:18. 


Final Exhortations and Greetings (5:12-28) 


This section contain a series of largely unrelated pieces of 
advice, ending with prayers. 

(5:12-13) Honouring Leaders wv. 12-13, Paul asks the Thessa- 
lonians to respectthose who labour amongstthem, who ‘care 
for’ (or, possibly, with the NRSV, ‘have charge of’) ‘you...and 
admonish you’. He wants his addressees to esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work and to be at peace with one 
another. Best (1972: 226) reasonably suggests that we should 
not interpret these verses as indicating there was a ministry 
among the congregation in the city. The fact that the ‘leaders’ 
are described by their activities and not by titles suggests that 
they have none. Clearly Paul is at pains that the Thessalonians 
should not engage in the antagonistic conduct common 
among unrelated males in this culture. 


(5:14-22) Christian Identity-Indicators Paul here strings to- 
gether various aspects of desirable identity-indicators. Some 
of them are norms (that is, ‘ethical’ duties), but others, such 
as to rejoice and pray, are not. vv. 14-15, the statements here 
constitute what are essential norms for maintaining the iden- 
tity of Christ-followers. It is noteworthy, however, that in spite 
of the group-differentiation that Paul has pursued throughout 
the letter, he specifically extends the scope of their doing good 
from the members of the congregation to everyone. There are 
limits to how far he will go with the process of group-categor- 
ization and certainly the all-too-common advocacy of violence 
against out-group members plays no part whatever in his 
perspective. vv. 16-18, rejoicing and continual prayer are 
essential aspects of their identity as Christ-followers. v. 19, 
they must not quench the Spirit, by which Paul means that 
they must permit the charismatic gifts associated with the 
coming of the Spirit—which was a major distinguishing fea- 
ture of the movement and no doubt made it attractive to 
members, because of the euphoria Spirit-possession can pro- 
duce. v. 20, prophecy is one of the gifts of the Spirit (see 1 Cor 
12:10) and Paul calls on them not to despise it. wv. 21-2, Paul 
mentions further attitudes which should characterize the 
identity of the Thessalonians. 


5:23-4 Prayer for the Thessalonians vv. 23-4, Paul prays that 
God will sanctify (hagiazo) them, thus seeking divine renewal 
of the sanctification he has already made clear was central to 
their new identity in contrast to the world of impurity 
(akatharsia) around them (1 Thess 4:7). Sanctification primar- 
ily refers to their present condition, but Paul then goes on to 
pray that they will be blameless at the parousia. The one who 
calls is faithful and he will effect this. 


(5:25-8) Closing Prayer and Instructions v. 25, now he asks 
them to pray for him (and presumably Silvanus and Timothy); 
this enlivens the sense of his presence to them in the letter. 
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v. 26, the source of the holy kiss of the movement is unknown; 
possible sources include the historical Jesus, Judaism, or 
pagan religion. v. 27, suddenly Paul changes to first person 
singular, presumably because he has taken the stylus in his 
own hand to write the last few words (as at 1 Cor 16:21; Gal 
6:11), and solemnly commands them to read the letter to all 
the brothers. It is hard to determine how all the brothers (and 
a textual variant adds ‘holy’ to brothers) relate to the Thessa- 
lonians mentioned in the first verse. Perhaps he means to 
ensure that those who first received the letter should read it 
aloud to everyone in a meeting of the congregation (Best 1972: 
246-7). v. 28, Paul ends with a form of benediction which 
must have become conventional among Christ-followers. 
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72. 2 Thessalonians 


INTRODUCTION 


A. The problem of authenticity. 1. The dominant preliminary 
issue in the interpretation of 2 Thessalonians is the contro- 
versy as to whether Paul wrote this letter or not. The answer 
greatly affects how the letter is to be understood. It should be 
noted at once that there is virtually no support for reversing 
the traditional order of rand 2 Thessalonians (for reasons well 
explained by Jewett (1986: 24-30); contra Trudinger (1995), 
revisiting the views of J. Weiss and T. W. Manson). Doubts as 
to the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians are stimulated primar- 
ily by its close literary relationship to 1 Thessalonians. Many 
critics, but especially William Wrede (1903), have noted that 
the topics in the two letters are covered in the same sequence 
and the themes of the first letter are reflected with minor 
variations in the second, even if there are few examples with 
exactly the same wording. Thus, the renewed thanksgiving of 
1 Thess 2:12 is repeated at 2 Thess 2:12, prayers in the optative 
mood introduced by ‘the Lord (God) himself’ appear at simi- 
lar points (cf. 1 Thess 3:11-13 and 5:23 with 2 Thess 2:16—17 and 
3:16), and there are many verbal parallels (see Menken 1994: 
36-9 for the comparative data and Best 1972: 50-1). Only 2 
Thess 2:1-12 has no parallel in 1 Thessalonians. On the other 
hand, both letters are very different in these respects from the 
other Pauline letters. These literary similarities occur in spite 
of some major differences in the contents of the two letters, 
especially in relation to views on the parousia (with 1 Thessa- 
lonians saying that Christ is expected to come soon and 
suddenly while 2 Thessalonians argues that his coming will 
be preceded by other events) and the lack of personal details 
about Paul and the Thessalonians of the type found in 1 Thess 
2:1-12; 13-16; and 3:1-13. The tone of 2 Thessalonians is also 
generally agreed to be rather cold in comparison with that of 1 
Thessalonians. 

2. Many critics consider that the best explanation for such 
features is that 2 Thessalonians is an imitation of the other 
letter written later to Thessalonica or to some other commu- 
nity of Christ-followers which draws upon the earlier letter to 
enhance its authority. While those who consider 2 Thessalo- 
nians inauthentic usually seek to reconstruct a situation 
which would render its creation plausible, given our incom- 
plete knowledge of the Christ-movement in the first century 
their failure to come up with a convincing particular audience 
and setting does not, as sometimes suggested (Jewett 1986: 3— 
18; Barclay 1993: 526), itself invalidate their arguments, 
although it will mean they are less than compelling. Support- 
ers of authenticity, on the other hand, need to explain what 
had happened that induced Paul to write a second letter to 
Thessalonica using language and structure so similar to that 
in 1 Thessalonians; and to the present writer the difficulties 
with this hypothesis are greater than those raised by the view 
that the letter is not by Paul (see Bailey 1978-9). As Menken 
(1994: 27-43) argues, while no one argument is capable of 
sustaining a case for inauthenticity, overall this seems the 
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preferable solution, in spite of very respectable views to the 
contrary. Possible explanations for 2 Thessalonians on either 
hypothesis will now be addressed. Particular issues relating to 
this debate will come up in the comments below. 


B. Some Possible Explanations for 2 Thessalonians if Authentic. 

1. Best (1972: 59) suggests that 2 Thessalonians was written 
by Paul from Corinth shortly after 1 Thessalonians ‘to meet a 
new situation in respect of eschatology and a deteriorating 
situation in respect of idleness’, although he notes that ‘we do 
not know from where Paul received his information’. He 
proposes that Paul probably wrote with much of 1 Thessalo- 
nians in his memory rather than that he worked from a copy 
of 1 Thessalonians. 

2. Jewett (1986: 176-8, 191-2) has a much more particular 
explanation. It is that ‘for some reason’ Paul’s first letter, 
impacting on a community alive with millenarian excitement, 
actually provoked the radical members at Thessalonica, who 
misunderstood Paul to such an extent as to conclude that the 
day of the Lord had arrived and to behave in accordance with 
this belief (e.g. by curtailing certain everyday activities such as 
work). Paul responds by writing 2 Thessalonians, a refutation 
of this false doctrine written in a very different tone. 

3. Barclay (1993) has proposed an interesting new answer to 
the relationship between the eschatologies in 1 and 2 Thessa- 
lonians which offers a more specific explanation for how the 
Thessalonians misunderstood Paul’s first letter. After noting 
Wrede’s (1903: 526) difficulty in suggesting a convincing 
setting for the letter, Barclay argues that the references to 
fierce persecution (1:4—9), the problem of people not working 
(3:6-13), and the claim by some that the day of the Lord is here 
(2:2) suggest a specific situation. Having examined and re- 
jected existing answers as to what ‘the day of the Lord’ means 
at 2 Thess 2:2 (see commentary), he proposes a new alterna- 
tive, namely, that in 1 Thessalonians it is possible to draw a 
distinction which Paul did not himself draw between parousia 
(4:13-18) and the day of the Lord (5:1-11) and the latter is 
associated with the sudden destruction of unbelievers. So, 
maybe some Christians in Thessalonica reacted toa local (or 
perhaps widespread) disaster by claiming that it manifested 
the wrath of God, thereby creating turmoil and encouraging 
some to give up their jobs and and continue urgent, full-time 
evangelism. Thus Paul is compelled to write another letter 
perhaps only a matter of weeks after the first wherein the 
friendly encouragement gives way toa more frigid and author- 
itarian tone. 

4. A major question hanging over proposals like those of 
Jewett and Barclay is that if Paul's first letter had been mis- 
understood why would he not try to persuade them with a 
completely new approach, rather than risking a letter which 
stylistically aped the earlier one, and also strongly protest 
about their egregious misinterpretation of the earlier letter. 
2 Thess 2:2 certainly does not fulfil the latter function, in 
contrast with 1 Cor 5:9-13, which clearly indicates how Paul 
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went about correcting a misimpression drawn from an earlier 
letter. 


C. Possible Explanations for 2 Thessalonians if Inauthentic. 
1. Proponents of the inauthenticity of 2 Thessalonians have 
come up with a variety of dates and situations for the letter. 
Wrede himself dated it to about 100 cE and suggested it was 
written not for Thessalonica (for Thessalonians would ask 
whereit had lain all these years) but for another church which 
knew of the existence of other Thessalonian correspondence. 
Masson (1957) proposed that it was written about 100 CE to 
counter the belief that the day of the Lord had come. On the 
other hand, Marxsen (1968: 37-44; 1982) favoured an earlier 
date, around 70 cz, arguing that the letter was intended to 
counter Gnostics, especially their (false) claim that the day of 
the Lord had come. If Paul’s letters had been collected, as 
generally supposed, by about 100 cz, an earlier date for the 
composition of 2 Thessalonians would be preferable (see 2 
THESS 3:17). 

2. 2 Thessalonians has been understood as a response to 
millennialism in a Mediterranean context. The three substan- 
tive issues of local context recognized in the letter are the 
existence of some form of oppression being suffered by the 
addressees (1:4—6), the disturbance caused by the message 
that ‘the day ofthe Lord has come’ (2:1-12), and the disorderly 
conduct of certain Christ-followers who are refusing to work 
for a living. On the (preferable) assumption that these issues 
derive from an actual situation somewhere in the ancient 
Mediterranean world, and do not just comprise a notional 
setting aimed at allowing someone to draft a letter in Pauline 
style, we are faced with what modern social scientists refer to 
as an outbreak of millennialism. Across the world, we know of 
many instances of groups, generally (although not always) 
suffering from some form of oppression or disturbance of 
traditional social patterns, who generate or revive narratives of 
a coming transformation of the world which will radically 
restore them to their proper place and, often, destroy those 
who oppress them (Duling 1996; Esler 1993; 1994: 93-109). 
Examples, discussed elsewhere (Esler 1993: 187-8; 199 4: I0I-— 
4), include the ghost dance among North American Indians 
inthe late nineteenth century and the cargo cults of twentieth- 
century Melanesia. Jewett (1986: 161-78) has usefully applied 
millenarian ideas to 2 Thessalonians, although his treatment 
is affected by his view that the letter is authentic. The view 
adopted here is that millennialism provides the best frame- 
work for contextualizing the letter in a general way, even 
though we cannot be sure for which troubled community of 
first-century Christ-followers it was written. Although biblical 
critics generally use the now rather tired and overworked word 
‘eschatological’, which derives from a theological agenda, to 
refer to end-time speculation in such texts as Dan 7-12 and 1 
Enoch, the framework of ‘millennialism’ allows a fresh set of 
questions originating in real social experience to be posed to 
texts such as 2 Thessalonians. Attempts, such as that of 
Menken (1994), to discuss this dimension to 2 Thessalonians 
almost solely in relation to (the undoubtedly important) frame- 
work of end-time speculation in Israelite biblical and extra- 
biblical literature, have an unnecessarily limited focus. 

3. It is always worth remembering thatthe social context of 
the ancient Mediterranean world in which this example of 
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millennialism occurred was radically different from modern, 
individualistic cultures of Europe and North America. The 
ancient Mediterranean world was one where, at an appropri- 
ate level of abstraction and without in any way denying local 
variations, people found meaning by belonging to groups 
(especially the family), honour was the principal social value, 
all goods (material and immaterial) were regarded as existing 
in finite quantities, and relationships between patrons and 
clients (sometimes mediated by other individuals referred to 
as ‘brokers’; see Moxnes 1991) were common as a way of 
dealing with access to limited material and social goods. 
These are the most important of an ensemble of cultural 
features originally identified and applied to the NT by Bruce 
Malina in 1981 (now see Malina 1993). 

4. The fact that Paul probably did not write 2 Thessalonians 
does not entail taking a condemnatory attitude to whoever— 
pseudonymously—claimed he had. Pseudonymity is a com- 
mon feature in the Bible (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isa 40-55 
and 55-66), let alone in the profuse writings of the Pseudepi- 
grapha themselves (see Bailey 1978-9: 143-5). Meade (1986) 
has plausibly argued that the phenomenon occurred when it 
was felt necessary to make traditions capable of application to 
new situations, so that it becomes an assertion of authoritative 
tradition, not literary origin. The closeness of the style of this 
pseudepigraphic document to 1 Thessalonians is perhaps 
explicable out of the high respect in which its author held 
Paul. It is reasonable, therefore, that some time in the first 
century, probably after Paul’s death in Rome in the later 60s, 
someone faced with a situation having the three broad fea- 
tures mentioned above sought faithfully to reinterpret Paul- 
ine tradition in a way which would benefit those addressed. 
The (non-Pauline) authors of Ephesians, Titus, and 1 and 2 
Timothy adopted the same strategy, although faced with very 
different situations. 

5. In what follows I will refer to the author of this letter as 
‘Paul’ (with inverted commas) or ‘the author’ because of the 
view taken here that the historical Paul was not its author. 


D. Structure. 2 Thessalonians, like 1 Thessalonians, can be 
given a structure based on thematic, epistolary, or rhetorical 
considerations (helpfully summarized by Jewett 1986: 222- 
5). Itis doubtful, however, whether the rigorousapplication of 
ancient rhetorical or epistolary categories to various sections 
of the letter does much to further our understanding of it. 
Accordingly, in the commentary I will adopt the following 
(pragmatic) structuration, essentially thematic in type, while 
making occasional reference to possible epistolary or rhet- 
orical subdivisions: 

Prescript (1:1-2) 

Thanksgiving and Encouragement (1:3-12) 

The End and the Man of Lawlessness (2:1-12) 

Encouragement to Persevere (2:13-17) 

Mutual Prayer (3:1—5) 

Warning against Idlers (3:6-12) 

Conclusion (3:13—-18) 


COMMENTARY 


(1-2) Prescript This is the beginning of one long sentence 
(t:I-12). Rhetoricians would call this section the ‘exordium’. 
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Letters in the ancient Mediterranean began with a prescript, 
comprising the names of the senders and the addressees anda 
brief greeting, in Greek typically chairei, ‘hail’. These verses 
constitute the prescript to 2 Thessalonians. The senders (Paul, 
Silvanus, and Timothy) and addressees (‘ekklésia, the commu- 
nity—‘church’ sounds a little anachronistic—‘of the Thessa- 
lonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’) are the 
same as in 1 Thessalonians, while the greeting has been 
Christianized (a practice possibly inaugurated by Paul) even 
further here by an additional reference to Jesus Christ as Lord 
and God as Father. v. 2, by invoking upon the addressees grace 
(charis) and peace (eiréné; Heb. salém) from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, comes close to putting them on an 
equal footing, unless we are meant to see God as patron and 
Jesus Christ as broker in accordance with common Mediter- 
ranean social patterns, that is, a mediator who gives clients 
access to the resources of a more powerful patron (Moxnes 


1991: 248). 


(1:3-12) Thanksgiving and Encouragement v. 3, after the pre- 
script, Paul often includes a thanksgiving for the good quali- 
ties of his addressees (Rom 1:8—10; 1 Cor 1:4—8; Phil 1:3—6; but 
not in Galatians, where Paul is too annoyed with his audience 
to engage in the usual courtesies!). Yet here he says ‘we must 
always give thanks to God’, rather than ‘we thank God’, which 
seems to some critics a rather more formal expression, even 
though he does go on to mention that their faith is growing 
and their love for one another increasing. The first person 
plural may reflect the fact that three persons are named as 
senders of the letter, or represent an example of the ‘epistolary 
plural’, where a single writer talks of himself or herself in the 
plural. 

v. 4, virtually all translations (including the NRSV) have 
‘Paul’ saying something like ‘we ourselves boast’ among the 
communities (NRSV ‘churches’) of God concerning your 
steadfastness and faith in all persecutions (didgmot) and af 
flictions (thlipseis). But ‘boast’, which carries a negative con- 
notation to modern ears, is a mistranslation. In a group- 
oriented culture dominated by honour as the pre-eminent 
virtue and always needing to be acknowledged by others, 
‘Paul’ is saying that ‘we ourselves base our claim to honourp’ 
on the qualities mentioned. He can say this in relation to the 
relevant public (here ‘the communities of God’) either be- 
cause he is intrinsically linked to the Thessalonians’ endur- 
ance and faith as their progenitor, or because he is closely 
connected with the Thessalonian Christ-followers who now 
exhibit these qualities, or both. Also see 1 Thess 2:19; 2 Cor 
9:2-3. The presence of persecutions and oppressions among 
whatever group of Christ-followers for which 2 Thessalonians 
was originally destined provides either the motivation for, or 
reinforcement of, narratives of future deliverance of the sort 
prominent in the text. 

v. 5 begins ‘This is evidence’ (endeigma). But to what stated 
previously does endeigma refer? Possibly to their faith and 
steadfastness while they suffer persecution and tribulation 
(Best 1972: 254-5), but it is more probable, given the tight 
interconnection of v. 4, that it refers to the fact that Paul lays 
his claim to honour on these characteristics: ‘our claiming 
honour from your endurance and faith before the other com- 
munities (who did not demur) is a sure sign that God will also 
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count you worthy’. The judgement Paul has in mind is the 
judgement of God at the end-time (usually, although not very 
helpfully, referred to as ‘eschatological’) commonly described 
in Israelite literature (1 Enoch 1:1-9; 2 Esd 7.33-44; Apoc. Abr. 
29.14-29; D. F. Russell 1964: 379-85). Without doubting 
their actual existence for the original audience of 2 Thessalo- 
nians, the troubles referred to in the text are capable of inter- 
pretation as the ‘woes’ before the end attested in other Israelite 
and Christian literature (Dan 12:1; 2 Apoc. Bar. 25.2-4; Mk 
13:19, 24; Rev 7:14). Thus we see a merger of experience and 
religious tradition located in biblical and non-biblical Israelite 
literature typical of this text and other early Christian litera- 
ture. It is likely, however, that Menken (1994: 85-7) is mis- 
taken in seeing the current sufferings of the Thessalonians 
(which will absolve them from future judgement) as caused 
by their own sinfulness, since this conflicts with the good 
things said about them earlier in the text. 

vv. 6-74, the sentiment here represents a rather bald ex- 
ample of the law of revenge (lex talionis). Although modern 
European or North American readers might find this puz- 
zling, in ancient Mediterranean culture serious insults, which 
desecrated one’s honour, had to be avenged. Thus God will 
bring vengeance on those who have dishonoured his people 
(see Deut 32:35—6) and therefore slighted him as well. This is a 
fairly common biblical theme. In particular Isa 66:6 refers to 
‘the voice of the Lorp dealing retribution to his enemies’ and 
Aus (1976) has suggested that this section of Isaiah may have 
influenced this verse and what follows. ‘Rest’ (anests) refers to 
the absence of tension and trial. The persecution and oppres- 
sion mentioned in wv. 6-7 may be likened tothe disturbance of 
traditional lifestyles suffered by North American Indians or 
Melanesians at the hands of European conquerors or colon- 
ists. In North America and Melanesia (in the South Pacific) 
millennial myths developed which described a coming con- 
vulsion in the cosmos when the white people would be swept 
away, so that the traditional lifestyles would be restored, the 
ancestors return, the game revisit the plains, or cargo be 
dropped on the people from the sky (see Esler 1994: 101-4, 
and literature cited there). The punishment for the oppressors 
and vindication of the oppressed in 2 Thessalonians reflects a 
somewhat similar social experience. v. 7b, the author now 
specifies when (or by what means) the events just mentioned 
will occur, literally: ‘atthe revelation (apocalypsis) of Lord Jesus 
Christ from heaven with the angels of his power’. First- 
century Christ-followers thought Jesus had gone to heaven 
after his resurrection and that he would return from there 
(t Thess 1:10; 4:16; 1 Cor 1:7; 1 Pet 1:7, 13). Such beliefs were 
fortified (if not stimulated) by Israelite traditions describing 
future vindicators of Israel, such as 1 Enoch 48:4-6 and Dan 
7:13. Normally Paul uses parousia of the future coming of 
Jesus, the sole use of apocalypsis in this regard being at 1 Cor 
1:7. The angels represent the heavenly host or court who 
accompany God when he comes in judgement (Zech 14:5; 
1 Enoch 1.9), although the early Christ-movement attached 
them to Jesus (Mk 8:38; 13:27). 

v. 8, in flaming fire, Jesus will mete out vengeance (ekdik- 
ésis) on those who donotknow God and those who do not obey 
his gospel. The notion of fire as a feature of the vengeance God 
would inflict on his enemies originates in the OT (Isa 66:15— 
16) and here the theme is linked to the activities of Jesus. 
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There seems no basis for seeking to distinguish those men- 
tioned into two groups comprising Gentiles and Israelites. 
v. 9, we now learn what the vengeance will consist of: ‘the 
punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the pres- 
ence of the Lord and from the glory of his might’. The 
punishment does not consist of total annihilation, but of 
exclusion from God and, importantly in an honour-driven 
society, from his exalted and powerful honour. This vision 
is very different from the tortured future in store for the 
wicked in later Christian texts. v. 10 further specifies the 
occasion for these events: ‘when he comes to be glorified 
[i-e. greatly honoured] by his saints’ etc. while also evoking 
the fate of the blessed as contrasted with that of those who will 
be punished. Honour is shared among groups and here 
his followers revel in the great things he has done. The 
notion of ‘the day (of judgement)’ is a common feature of 
Israelite end-time speculation (see Joel 2:1-2; Zech 9:16; Mal 
3:1-2). 

vv. 11-12, ‘Paul’ informs the Thessalonians that he regularly 
prays for them, by asking God to make them worthy of his 
calling and powerfully fulfil every good resolution and work of 
faith. The object of all this is specified in v. 12: ‘so that the 
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified [i.e. greatly honoured] 
in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ’. Although this situation has been de- 
scribed as ‘mutual glorification’ (Menken 1994: 94), it is 
possible to improve on such a designation. For here we have 
the typical Mediterranean phenomenon of sharing honour 
among the members of a group. If we understand God as 
father or patron, Jesus as broker, and the believers as clients, 
we have a fictive kinship arrangement in which Jesus honours 
(and is honoured in) them and they honour (and are honoured 
in) him. 

The final statement, ‘according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ’, indicates a very close relationship 
between the two, if not necessarily equating Jesus with God 
(Best 1972: 272-3). 


(2:1-12) The End and the Man of Lawlessness v. 1, ‘Paul’ now 
moves on to what is called in epistolary nomenclature the 
‘body’ of the letter, or in the language of rhetoric the partitio 
(covering wv. 1-2), with the probatio beginning at v. 3. Paul begs 
them in connection with ‘the coming (parousia) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our being gathered together (episynagogeé) to 
him’. In Hellenistic Greek the word parousia referred to the 
arrival of a high official at a city or town, to the accompani- 
ment of elaborate greetings and celebrations. But the word 
came to be applied to the imminent arrival of Jesus from 
heaven (1 Thess 2:19; 3:13: 4:15; 5:23; 1 Cor 15:23; Mt 24:27, 
37, 39; Jas 5:7, 8). The notion of God gathering in his people is 
found in the OT, either from exile (Isa 27:13; 43:4—7; Jer 31:8) 
or for final salvation (2 Macc 2:7; Sir 36:10). In Psalms of 
Solomon 17.26 it is said that the Messiah will gather in the 
people. Modern parallels exist in the form of the individuals 
who focus and lead a millennial movement (Esler 1994: 99). 

v. 2, the content of Paul’s entreaty is that his addressees 
should not be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a 
prophetic utterance (‘a spirit’) or a word or letter ‘as though 
from us’, saying that ‘the day of the Lord is already here’. This 
is one of the most important verses in the letter. ‘A letter as 
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though from us’ can mean either a forgery or aletter which he 
did write that is now being misinterpreted. If Paul had actually 
written 2 Thessalonians, he would have signally failed to 
address either alternative. For he neither denounces the letter 
as a forgery nor seeks directly to correct the misinterpretation. 
The statement is easier to interpret on the hypothesis of 
pseudonymity. Paul’s letters were difficult and liable to be 
misunderstood (see 2 Pet 3:15-16). This could have been the 
fate of 1 Thess 4:13-5:11. There were several statements in this 
passage that could have been used to support an argument 
that the day of the Lord had come. 2 Thess 2:2 makes good 
sense as an attempt by its author to counter a misinterpreta- 
tion of t Thess 4:13-5:11. 

Barclay (1993: 526), who considers 2 Thessalonians 
authentic, canvasses earlier suggestions as to whether the 
‘day of the Lord is here’ means: (1) a literal event—altering 
the structure of the universe, which is unlikely since no such 
event had occurred in the experience of the audience of 2 
Thessalonians; (2) an internal and personal reality, entry 
into a new world, which remains a popular view, especially if 
linked to some kind of spiritualized or Gnostic understanding 
of the parousia; or (3) something which has not yet occurred 
but is imminent, an option that is now generally regarded as 
grammatically impossible. Barclay himself proposes a fourth 
alternative. It is possible to draw from 1 Thessalonians a 
distinction that Paul did not himself make between parousia 
(4:13-18) and the day of the Lord (5:1-11), the latter being 
associated with the sudden destruction of unbelievers. Per- 
haps the Thessalonians interpreted certain calamitous events 
in the early 50s of the first century as the sudden destruction 
of unbelievers, thus triggering a belief that ‘the day of the 
Lord’ had arrived. If one regards the letter as inauthentic and 
takes what is probably the more likely view that the parousia 
and the day of the Lord would have been understood by the 
recipients of 2 Thessalonians as referring to the same event, 
what meaning might one attach to ‘the day of the Lord is 
here’? One possibility is that people had appeared claiming 
to be Christ and that such claims were troubling the target 
audience of this letter (30 Menken 1994: 100-1). Mk 13:6 (to 
be dated sometime shortly before or after 70 cE) provides a 
basis for this suggestion. 

vv. 3-4, Paul expresses concernthat someone might deceive 
them. Deception prior to the end is also mentioned in the 
Markan apocalypse (13:5) and here seems to relate to the date 
of the parousia. The second clause in v. 3 opens with the words 
‘because unless’, which begin the protasis of an anacoluthon, 
a sentence containing two conditions, which continues until 
the end ofv. 4 without being rounded off with an apodosis, a 
statement of what will happen, presumably requiring some- 
thing like ‘the parousia of the Lord will not occur’. The first 
condition required is the apostasy or rebellion (a postasia). The 
lack of specification as to who will apostasize and in what way 
suggests thatthe author could count on the original recipients 
of 2 Thessalonians knowing what was meant. For modern 
readers, however, both aspects are difficult. At a general level 
the word refers to the dramatic breakdown of the legal, moral, 
social, and even natural order which is predicted in certain 
Israelite and NT texts of the period before the end (Jub. 23:14— 
21; 2 Esd 5:1-13; 2 Tim 3:1-9; Jude 17-19). Yet uncertainty 
surrounds the issue of whom the apostasy will involve: 
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Israelites, Christ-followers, Gentiles, or representatives from 
all three possible groups. 

The second condition needing to be fulfilled is the revealing 
of ‘the lawless one’ (lit. the person of lawlessness: ho anthropos 
tés anomias), immediately described as ‘the one destined for 
destruction’ (Lit. the son of destruction). Expressions similar to 
these occur in the OT (Ps 89:23; Isa 57:4) and in the Qumran 
literature (tQS 9:16, 22; CD 6:15; 13:14). In Jn 17:12 Judas is 
called ‘a son of destruction’. It is then stated that he (the 
lawless one) ‘opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 
god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple 
of God, declaring himself to be God’. While this figure plainly 
encapsulates the lawlessness (or the ‘sin’, if—as seems un- 
likely—the variant reading here is correct) which will charac- 
terize the apostasy preceding the End, it has not proved easy to 
identify him with any known character in Jewish or Christian 
literature. It is even unclear whether he is a human or super- 
natural figure, although we should be careful to avoid the 
modern tendency sharply to distinguish these realms. Else- 
where we find false false messiahs and prophets predicted for 
the time before the End (Mk 13:21-2) and presumably the 
person of lawlessness is somewhat similar. We must presume 
that in the millennial mythopoiesis (thatis to say, the creation 
of myth, see Esler 1993: 186-7) which had already occurred in 
the community for which this letter was written the person of 
lawlessness had been allocated a central role. The details inv. 4 
show how this mythopoiesis was able to draw upon existing 
aspects in Israelite tradition in describing how the lawless 
person would behave. He will be like Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
who tried to extirpate Israelite religion and identity (in the 
period 167-164 sce), as described in 1 Macc 1:16—64 and Dan 
11:36-7, Pompey (who entered the temple in Jerusalem; see 
Pss Sol. 17:11-15) and Caligula who wanted to install statues of 
himself in the temple (Jos. J.W. 2.184-5). 

v.5, ‘Paul’ asks if they do not remember that he used to tell 
them (i.e. on more than one occasion) of these things when he 
was still with them. This statement, loosely based on 1 Thess 
3:4, serves to provide an air of reality to the pseudonymous 
fiction. There is no mention in 1 Thessalonians of either the 
apostasy or the person of lawlessness. vv. 6-7, the author 
affirms that ‘you know what is now restraining (katechon) 
him, so that he may be revealed when his time comes. For 
the mystery of lawlessness (anomia) is already at work, but 
only until the one who now restrains (katechdn) it is removed.’ 
These are extremely difficult verses (see Lietaert Peerbolte 
1997; Powell 1997). The chief problems have to do with the 
movement from a restraining power or thing to a restraining 
person, with the person of lawlessness as the implied subject 
of restraint, and with the identity of the restrainer and the 
restraint. But even to translate the Greek using ‘that or who 
restrains’ means opting for one among several possibilities 
(others being ‘possess’ or ‘hold sway’). Possibly (see below), 
the original readers of this letter knew what or who was 
meant, although the expression does not occur elsewhere in 
Jewish or Christian writings dealing with the End. This phe- 
nomenon may have been an element of the mythopoiesis 
concerning the End with which they were familiar. The an- 
swer may simply be beyond us (Best 1972: 301). Yetone option 
worth mentioning, suggested by Strobel (1961: 98-116) and 
based on the possible influence of Hab 2:3 as interpreted in 
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Jewish and Christian tradition, is that the restraining power is 
God’s plan of salvation and the restraining person is God 
himself. Less likely is the idea that the power is the Roman 
empire and the person is the emperor himself, especially in 
view of the author’s lack of interest in the political realm. 
Lietaert Peerbolte (1997), finally, makes the interesting sug- 
gestion that these words are deliberately obscure, allowing 
‘Paul’—who has no answer for the delay of the parousia—to 
create the illusion among the readers of 2 Thessalonians that 
there is an answer of which the original Thessalonians were 
aware. 

v. 8, ‘then the lawless one (ho anomos) will be revealed, 
whom the Lord (Jesus) will destroy with the breath of his 
mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming.’ 
Whatever or whoever restrains the lawless person (an equiva- 
lent of ‘the person of lawlessness’ at v. 3), there is no doubt that 
it is Jesus who will kill him once he is revealed. The author’s 
determination to make this point leads him to it before he has 
actually described the lawless one’s revelation (in vv. 9-10). 
The manner of the killing, by ‘the breath of his mouth’, derives 
from Isa 11:4 (‘by the breath of his lips he willkill the impious’; 
LXX). vv. 9-10, ina second relative clausethe author describes 
the coming of the lawless one as taking place through Satan’s 
activity with ‘all power, signs, lying wonders, and every kind of 
wicked deception for those who are perishing’. The picture of 
signs and wonders which will be worked by agents of evil 
before the End is reminiscent of Mk 13:22; Rev 13:14; 19:20. 
wy. 1-12, ‘For this reason’, presumably their failing to accept 
the love of the truth, God sends on them a power of delusion to 
make them believe in falsehood, ‘so that all who have not 
believed the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness (adi- 
kia) will be condemned’. Menken (1994: 117) points out that 
divine causality appears here to match the human causality of 
the preceding verse. There is an OT context for God inspiring 
false prophets in 1 Kings 22:23 and Ezek 14:9, while an idea 
somewhat similar to what is said here occurs at Rom 1:18-32. 


(2:13-17) Encouragement to Persevere wv. 13-14, quite sud- 
denly ‘Paul’ changes tack, by launching into a second thanks- 
giving (following the precedent in 1 Thess 2:13). The reason 
for the thanks is that God has established the notional Thes- 
salonian addressees (who stand for the original audience of 
this letter) as a differentiated and privileged group in the 
world, with a particular history and a glorious destiny (which 
links the thanks to the previous material about the End). They 
are ‘brothers [NRSVhas “brothers and sisters’’] beloved by the 
Lord’, whom God (as in OT traditions of divine election) chose 
‘from the beginning [though the uncertain Gk. could also 
mean “as the first fruits”; NRSV] for salvation through sanc- 
tification (hagiasmos) by the Spirit and through belief in the 
truth’. God called them to this through ‘Paul’s’ gospel, to 
obtain the exalted honour (doxa) of Jesus Christ. Such descrip- 
tions serve the fundamental purpose of delineating their 
identity, that is, providing answers to thealways vital question 
‘Who are we?’ The word ‘sanctification’ in particular serves to 
distinguish them and their present experience from the wel- 
ter of idolatry and immorality implied as characteristic of the 
world outside the group. On the other hand, ‘salvation’ ex- 
presses the future goal of their existence; itis very common for 
people to tell themselves who they are in terms of their sense 
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of where they are going (Esler 1998: 42, 175). In this heavily 
group-oriented culture, it is natural that the members of the 
group will share in the honour of their most honourable and 
honoured leader. 

v. 15, the author encourages them to stick resolutely to the 
traditions (paradoseis) which they have received by word of 
mouth (dia logou) or in a letter. It is likely that the original 
recipients of 2 Thessalonians would have interpreted the 
letter mentioned here as 1 Thessalonians. The oral proclama- 
tion referred to was presumably teaching they had already 
received with which ‘Paul’ concurred. We must imagine a 
situation, therefore, in which the author is saying in effect, 
Just as the Thessalonians were told by Paul to rely on his 
earlier letter and the teaching given them in the community, 
so too must you’. wy. 16-17, moving easily from thanks to 
intercession, ‘Paul’ now offers a prayer that Jesus Christ and 
the God ‘who loved us and through grace gave us eternal 
comfort (paraklésis) and good hope’ might comfort (paraka- 
lein) and strengthen their hearts ‘in every good work and 
word’. The prominence of Jesus in this prayer indicates the 
fairly high Christology characteristic of the letter. ‘Good hope’ 
seems to derive from mystery cults as a way of referring to life 
after death (Best 1972: 321); mystery cults, such as those of 
Eleusis, offered their adherents a relation of intense commu- 
nion, often ecstatic in nature, with a god. 


(3:1-5) Mutual Prayer Many critics arguing for a rhetorical 
structure to the letter regard v. 1 as beginning its exhortatio. 
Epistolary theorists tend to see here the beginning of a series 
of moral admonitions (Jewett 1986: 224-5). vv. I-2, in a way 
somewhat similar to that of 1 Thess 5:25, ‘Paul’ asks the 
adelphoi, literally ‘brothers’ but presumably also meant to 
include female members of the congregation (so perhaps 
‘brethren’), to ‘pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be glorified [i.e. “greatly honoured” every- 
where, just as it is among you, and that we may be rescued 
from wicked and evil people; for not all have faith’. If 2 
Thessalonians is pseudonymous, such a sentiment conveys 
an aura of verisimilitude, but also serves to legitimate—that 
is, to explain and justify the existence and identity of—what- 
ever community this letter was originally intended for. They 
would be reassured of the value of their faith and of the fact 
that their sharp differentiation from sinful and uncompre- 
hending outsiders was just what Paul had indicated would be 
the lot of the Thessalonians. Yet a similar conclusion could be 
drawn if the letter is authentic, only now it would be the 
Thessalonians themselves for whom the point was being 
made. The hostile reception that Paul and his co-workers 
had received figures both in the clearly genuine correspond- 
ence (such as Rom 15:30-1; 2 Cor 1:8-11; and 1 Thess 2: 2) and 
also in the deutero-Pauline writings, such as in 2 Tim 3:10-11; 
4:16-18). 

v. 3, the author asserts the faithfulness of the Lord, who will 
strengthen and guard them from the evil one, and this quality 
stands in stark contrast to the lack of faith (and the evil 
associated with it) mentioned in the previous verse. It is 
noteworthy that although this statement is probably based 
ont Thess 5:24, herethe faithful one isthe Lord (that is, Jesus 
Christ) and not God, which indicates the move to a higher 
Christology in 2 Thessalonians. v. 4, now ‘Paul’ expresses his 
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confidence in the Lord that they are following and will con- 
tinue to follow his commands. In a pseudonymous letter this 
is a way of encouraging the target audience to adhere to the 
message associated with Paul. Specifics of the instruction will 
be provided in 3:6-12. v. 5, ‘Paul’ prays that the Lord may 
‘direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness 
of Christ’. This prayer takes the audience to the source of their 
ability to carry out the instructions. It is probable that the 
author appeals to Christ’s steadfastness to provide them 
with a role model during the current difficulties they are 
experiencing. 

(3:6-15) Warning against Loafers v. 6, ‘Paul’ commands the 
‘Thessalonians’ to avoid every member of the congregation 
who is living ‘in a disorderly way’ (atakt6s) and not in accord- 
ance with the tradition (paradostis) they received from him. 
The word ataktos appears again at v. 11, where the author 
describes how certain of his addressees are behaving, and 
Paul’ himself denies he behaved in such a way at v. 7. It is 
reasonably clear from the associations of the word in wv. 6-15 
that by ‘disorderly’ the author means ‘not in accordance with 
the discipline of working and supporting oneself’, thus behav- 
ing like a loafer (hence ‘living in idleness’ in the NRSV). 
Scholars have long explained this idleness as rooted in ‘escha- 
tological’ excitement produced by a belief in the imminence of 
the parousia of Christ (see R. Russell 1988: 105-7). Several 
examples of millennialism in modern times, moreover, have 
revealed that a belief in the imminent or actual transforma- 
tion of the world can produce, not surprisingly, a breakdown 
in belief in the need for everyday activities, such as work. 
Rejection of work and the usual social order can be associated 
with exaggerated behaviour and often a belief in a return to a 
Golden Age which preceded the current period and its tribu- 
lations (Jewett 1986: 173-5; Esler 1994: ror). In the unknown 
community for whom 2 Thessalonians was written it is likely 
that such attitudes had made an appearance and needed to 
be attacked. If Menken (1994: 130-3) is correct in assuming 
that underlying the order which ‘Paul’ would like to be re- 
stored is the rule of work that originated in the sin of Adam 
and Eve in the garden of Eden in Gen 3:17-19, it is possible 
that those refusing to work were appealing to the alleged re- 
establishment of prelapsarian bliss to support their position. 

R. Russell (1988) proposes a different view (which has been 
challenged recently by Romaniuk 1993), that this idleness has 
nothing to do with end-time excitement, butis a result of the 
urban poor finding support within the social networks of 
Christ-fearers and then giving up work. A similar view has 
more recently been presented by Jewett (1993), who proposes 
that the early Christ-movement was likely to have been located 
in the tenement houses of the non-élite, where the system of 
internal support would have been jeopardized by the refusal 
of some members to contribute. 

vv. 7-8, ‘Paul’ offers himself'as a model for them, inasmuch 
as he did not exhibit the disorder of idleness when he was 
amongst them, but worked day and night so as not to be a 
burden on them by eating at their expense. Imitation of Paul is 
a reasonably common theme in the genuine Pauline epistles 
(t Cor 4:16, 11:1; Phil 3:17; 1 Thess 1:6). v. 8b is closely based on 
1 Thess 2:9, and there are similar statements at 1 Cor 9:12; 15— 
18; 2 Cor 11:7-8; 12:13. In these passages, however, Paul is 
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seeking to allay any suspicion that he preached the gospel for 
personal profit, while in 2 Thessalonians the point is made to 
encourage the target audience to imitate him in this respect. 
v. 9, the author notes he had a right to be supported by the 
congregation, even though he did not exercise it, in order to 
offer them a model for imitation, a theme introduced in v. 7. 
v. 10, by mentioning that he had previously told them in their 
presence that anyone unwilling to work should not be fed, 
‘Paul’ makes explicit the precise nature of the disorder which 
has been implied hitherto—the fact that some members of 
the congregation are living off the others. There are parallels 
to this saying (which has been frequently cited out of its 
context ever since), in Prov 10:4; 12:11; 19:15; and Pseudo- 
Phocylides, Sentences, 153-4. 

v. u, here again is a reference to disorder, now with an 
unequivocal core meaning brought to the surface in v. 10, 
together with the disturbing news—expressed in a pun— 
that some of them are not busy at work (ergazomenous) but 
busybodies (periergazomenous). Presumably the author has in 
mind here some exaggerated type of behaviour of the sort 
common among millennial movements, but its precise na- 
ture remains unclear. Not only are they not working, but they 
are interfering with the work of others. v. 12, ‘Paul’ follows up 
the statement in v. 11 with a direct exhortation to the trouble- 
makers here: ‘to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living’ (lit. eat their own bread). The reference to quietness 
here suggests that their current state is one of loud activity or 
excitement, no doubt associated with the millennial belief that 
‘the day of the Lord is already here’ (2:2). 


(3:13-18) Conclusion wv. 13-16, there is a great diversity of 
views among those advocating epistolary or rhetorical an- 
alyses of the letter as to where the divisions fall in these verses 
(Jewett 1986: 224-5). The first four verses (13-16) can either 
be connected with the previous section, which would mean 
‘Paul’ wanted the ‘Thessalonians’ to do good to the disorderly 
and idle troublemakers, or, more likely, constitute a separate 
section at the end of the letter—beginning with a general 
exhortation to them to do good (v. 13). Those who do not are 
to be ostracized (although, as we see in the next verse, only toa 
limited extent) so that they may be put to shame (v. 14). Here 
we see the typical association in Mediterranean culture be- 
tween honour and group-belonging. Nevertheless, such a 
person is not to be treated as an enemy, but admonished as a 
brother (v. 15). The person is socially separated as a form of 
discipline and for a limited time (subject no doubt to a change 
of behaviour on the malefactor’s part). Exclusion from the 
community for various reasons and for a limited time was 
also practised at Qumran (see e.g. the CD 8:16-18). v. 16, 
‘Paul’ prays that the Lord will give them peace at all times 
and remain with them; in 1 Cor 14:33 Paul notes that God is a 
God of peace not disorder. 

v.17, it was a practice in ancient letter-writing for an author 
to use a scribe and add a few words at the end in his own 
handwriting. Paul adopts this practice elsewhere in 1 Cor 
16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18 (leaving aside the issue of whether 
Colossians is authentic or not). This device would only be 
effective as a proof of authenticity in relation to the original 
of the letter, since the difference in the two hands apparent 
there would disappear in subsequent copies. Although the 
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author of 2 Thessalonians seems to claim—wrongly—that 
this was Paul’s universal practice, Jewett’s (1986: 6) conclu- 
sion that this itself indicates authenticity since otherwise the 
author would be casting doubt on other Pauline letters not 
bearing the addition is unwarranted if the letter were written 
before the collection of Paul’s letters towards the end of the 
first century. On the other hand, 1 Thessalonians does not bear 
Paul’s self-attestation and this strengthens Jewett’s point if 2 
Thessalonians was originally directed to Christ-followers who 
possessed 1 Thessalonians. The self-conscious (and unique) 
way in which the author draws attention to the practice in 3:17 
by saying that ‘This is the mark’ (sémeion, sign) is itself suspi- 
cious. v. 18, the letter ends with a standard benediction. 
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73. The Pastoral Epistles 


INTRODUCTION 


These three letters purporting to be from Paul to two of his 
close companions clearly belong together as a set. They have 
always been placed together in the New Testament, their 
concerns and language are shared. Certain key words and 
ideas permeate the three, connecting them and holding to- 
gether what at first sight might seem a rather amorphous 
collection of ethical injunctions and doctrinal assertions. 
1 Timothy and Titus are very similar in character and sub- 
ject-matter, their teaching concentrating on church order and 
ethical exhortation. Sandwiched between them, 2 Timothy is 
more personal than the other two; Paul is in prison, while in 
the other two he is free. His character and behaviour in 
adversity are presented as models to Timothy which arouse 
the reader’s sympathy and admiration. 


A. Authorship. 1. The claim that Paul himself wrote the letters 
seems at first sight obvious and incontrovertible. All three 
begin with a greeting from the apostle and contain personal 
notes and asides suchas ‘I urge you, as I did when I was on my 
way to Macedonia’ (1 Tim 1:3); I left you behind in Crete’ 
(Titus 1:5) and ‘When you come, bring the cloak that I left 
with Carpus at Troas, also the books and above all the parch- 
ments’ (2 Tim 4:13). Combined with such emotional appeals 
as 2 Tim 1:3-5; 4:6-8, the impression of Pauline authorship 
seems clear. 

2. But things are not so straightforward: signs of the late 
date of the letters proliferate. The organization of the church 
under officers such as bishops and deacons is well advanced 
(e.g. 1 Tim 3:1-13; 5:3-13) and mirrors the situation found in 
late first-century and early second-century Christian writings 
suchas 1 Clementand the letters of Ignatius and Polycarp. The 
situation of the letters seems inauthentic too; they are ad- 
dressed to two travelling companions whom ‘Paul’ has appar- 
ently justleft (1 Tim 1:3; Titus 1:5) and expects to see again soon 
(t Tim 3:14; 2 Tim 4:13; Titus 3:12). Yet they contain teaching of 
the most rudimentary kind which close associates might be 
expected to know. 

3. The teaching that characterizes the Pastorals lacks the 
fire and passion of the original Pauline epistles; the immedi- 
acy of eschatological expectation that lay behind much of 
Paul’s teaching (e.g. 1 Cor 7:17—31) has gone. Judgement and 
the future appearance of Christ are still expected, but it is the 
ordered life of the community that is focal. There is no men- 
tion of key Pauline ideas such as the cross, the church as the 
body of Christ, or covenant. Paul’s struggle to identify the role 
of the law in his new understanding of salvation is absent; in 
the Pastorals, the law fulfils its normal function of identifying, 
restricting, and punishing evildoers (1 Tim 1:8-11). The teach- 
ing of the Pastorals focuses upon the ordered life of the 
community emphasizing such virtues as piety or godliness 
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(e.g. 1Tim 2:2; 2 Tim 3:5; Titus 1:1) and good conscience (1 Tim 
1:5, 19; 3:9; 2 Tim 1:3). Individual behaviour is bound up in the 
well-being of the whole group, and there is a clear sense that 
the church has a future as a community; its organization is 
designed to enable sound doctrine to continue (1 Tim 4:6; 
2 Tim 3:10). The ethical teaching is not solely inward-looking, 
but also aims to ensure that the church is acceptable to the 
outside world. The behaviour of its members must not draw 
attention to them as part of a new and suspect cult, they must 
conform in every way to the moral standards and expectations 
of the larger community. 

4. By the end of the first century the figure of Paul had 
assumed authority for many in the church and, as his signifi- 
cance grew, so did narratives about his life and interpretations 
of his teaching. The Acts of the Apostles provides evidence of 
this sort of development; the figure of Paul is employed to 
present the author’s own image of the Gentile church and its 
origins. In Paul’s speeches in Acts there is nothing that 
directly contradicts the ideas we find in Paul’s own letters, 
but the picture that emerges is one of a more conciliatory 
and less theologically sophisticated figure. Both Acts and the 
Pastoral Epistles witness to a time in the church’s develop- 
ment when Paul had become a legendary figure and differ- 
ent groups were competing to be regarded as his true 
successors. This trend continued well into the second 
century: the apocryphal Acts of Paul provide evidence of spec- 
ulation and legends which grew up around the figure of 
Paul. The longest and most complete of them, the Acts of 
Paul and Thecla, provides a model of the woman’s role as 
teacher and baptizer that the Pastoral Epistles deplore (1 Tim 
2:11-15). According to Marcion, the second-century heretic, 
Paul alone had presented the true Christian message of love 
and grace. 

5. Thus the origin of the Pastoral Epistles begins to become 
clear: the author emphasizes the importance of handing on 
true teaching through leaders such as Timothy and Titus, 
authorized by Paul so that false doctrine could be refuted 
and its promulgators condemned, ‘Timothy, guard what has 
been entrusted to you. Avoid the profane chatter and contra- 
dictions of what is falsely called knowledge’ (1 Tim 6:20; cf. 
2 Tim 2:1-2, 14-19; Titus 11-5; 3:8-11). While a small and 
declining number of scholars still argue for Pauline author- 
ship, most prefer to see the author’s modesty and his admir- 
ation for Paul behind his pseudonymity; he was passing on 
Pauline tradition and the credit was due to Paul rather than to 
him. The letters can be seen as documents written in and for a 
community which wanted to hold fast to whatthey considered 
true Pauline teaching in the face of persecution or opposition 
from different kinds of Christian teachers. On the other hand, 
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some of Paul’s teaching on practical matters—teaching about 
the remarriage of widows for example, and about the ideal 
ascetic life—is contradicted in the Pastorals (e.g. 1 Cor 7:7-8; 
cf. 1 Tim 2:11-15; 3:2-5). The situation the author was address- 
ing was so different he felt he had the authority toalter Paul’s 
original teaching. 

6. This implies that the personal notes and reminiscences, 
which occur throughoutthe letters (1 Tim 1:3; 2 Tim 4:13; Titus 
1:5), are conscious forgeries included to add authenticity. So 
some scholars (e.g. Miller 1997) have suggested that the 
Pastorals are a semi-pseudonymous work, containing frag- 
ments of genuine Pauline material with later teaching added 
to these ‘notes’ to form the epistles as we have them. But a 
growing number of scholars see the Pastorals as entirely 
pseudonymous. They argue for complete and intentional 
pseudonimity; the writer used the device of the letter form, 
and included the kind of personal details that would convince 
his readers of the letters’ authenticity. If the device was suc- 
cessful the author’s opponents would be unassailably refuted. 
The personal notes are trivial in nature and do not fit with 
details of Paul’s life we know from his undoubted letters, or 
from the story as presented in Acts. But they were an import- 
ant part of the fiction and for the author’s purpose to work, the 
fiction must be convincing. 


B. Character and Situation of the Pastorals. 1. The concerns 
expressed in the Pastoral Epistles focus on sound doctrine and 
good behaviour. The two are closely linked in the author’s 
mind and are contrasted with the ideas and behaviour of his 
opponents. A group within the author’s church is trying to 
convert members of the community toits own way of thinking 
and living (e.g. 1 Tim 1:3-7, 18-20; 4:1-10; 6:3-4; 2 Tim 2:24- 
6; 3:13-17; 4:3—5; Titus 1:10—2:2). This group of people, hetero- 
dox from our author’s point of view, was having such success 
in persuading others of its ideas, that the Pastoral Epistles 
were written to contradict their theories and denounce their 
behaviour. They are characterized as disputatious and given to 
theological speculation and argument—teaching which leads 
to disharmony in the community (eg. 1 Tim 6:3—-10). The 
methods the author employs to contradict false teaching and 
to encourage attachment to his point of view are a combin- 
ation of exhortations to virtue and condemnations of the 
teachings of his opponents with warnings of the dire results 
of following them. Because we have no independent record, 
we cannot be certain who the opponents were or exactly what 
they were teaching; we have to reconstruct what we can from 
the epistles themselves. 

2. The author counters his opponents with his appeal to 
tradition. Paul, well known and revered as the apostle to the 
Gentiles, hands on the tradition to two junior companions, 
Timothy and Titus, who, in turn, are instructed to transmit it 
to the communities in their care. Within these communities, 
officers of blameless character will be charged with preserving 
and handing on this sound doctrine and ethical instructions 
to the rest. In this way there could be no doubt of the authen- 
ticity of the teaching the author presents; it has been trans- 
mitted by a direct and faultless route. The character of the 
officers of the community is a major theme in 1 Timothy and 
Titus. They were key people in maintaining true doctrine and 
in keeping order and discipline within the community. 
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3. Alternating with instructions about church organization 
and ethical teaching are brief kerygmatic statements about 
God’s plan of salvation (1 Tim 2:5—6; 3:16; 6.13-16; 2 Tim 1:9- 
10; 2:11-13; Titus 3:4—7). These doctrinal sections present 
familiar ideas about salvation history, none of them inconsis- 
tent with Pauline and other New Testament teaching. Indeed 
Pauline language is sometimes employed; but the ideas are 
not developed theologically. Their form is often rhythmical; 
they may have liturgical origins. 

4. The organization of the church and the relationship of its 
members to one another is based on the Graeco-Roman 
household. Household codes are found elsewhere in the NT 
epistles (Col 3:18—4:1; Eph 5:22-6:9; 1 Pet 2:18-3:7) but their 
use in the Pastorals is developing so that the church can be 
described as the household of God (1 Tim 3:15). The develop- 
ment is not complete—the terminology is used sometimes in 
its original sense and sometimes with the sense of church 
office (e.g. in 1 Tim 5:1, 17, the Greek word presbuteros is used 
both for ‘older man’ and for ‘elder’) but evolution can be seen 
to be taking place. 

5. In the passages of ethical teaching the Pastoral Epistles 
share some of the ideas about how a virtuous life should be 
lived with contemporary pagan philosophers as well as with 
other Christian and Jewish writers. Comparisons with the 
works of Plutarch, who lived in the second half of the first 
century, and Epictetus, a Stoic philosopher of the first half of 
the second century, illuminate our understanding of the Pas- 
torals’ teaching about moderation or restraint (sophrosuné) 
and piety or godliness (eusebeia). These terms describe the 
kind of civic and private virtues that were common subjects 
for discussion among Greek and Roman moralists at the time. 
In the Pastorals the meaning of eusebeia is both doctrinal and 
ethical; it is a word used to describe the kind of lifestyle the 
author advocates that arises out of a belief in the doctrinal 
claims he makes; good behaviour is inextricably linked with 
belief in sound doctrine. Pagan writers also help to put in 
perspective social issues such as the role of women. The 
place of women in society was as much an issue for pagan 
writers as it was for Christians (see Beard, North, and Price 


1998: i. 297-9). 


COMMENTARY 


1 Timothy 


(1:1-2) The form of the opening greeting is familiar to readers 
of NT epistles. It follows the conventions of letter-writing of 
the first few centuries cE, with the sender naming himself and 
greeting the recipient of the letter. Here, the writer names 
himself as Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, as he does with minor 
variations in the othertwo letters. The recipient here is Tim- 
othy, well known from Pauline epistles and Acts as Paul’s 
companion and fellow-worker (e.g. Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 4:17; 
16:10; Col 1:1; 1 Thess 1:1; Acts 16:1). Several points stand out 
in this introduction: Paul’s authority is stressed and is in no 
doubt; not only is he an apostle of Christ Jesus, he is 
commanded by God. The formality of the greeting, unex- 
pected in a letter between friends and colleagues, has contrib- 
uted to the belief that the letter is inauthentic. At the heart of 
the greeting two unusual epithets are employed, God is called 
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‘our Saviour’ and Christ, ‘our hope’. Outside the Pastorals, 
only in Cor 1:27 is Christ identified as ‘hope’ and there it is 
‘Christ the hope of glory’; God our Saviour is found in the 
Pastorals a number of times, but elsewhere in the NT only in 
the Magnificat (Lk 1:47) and in the doxology of the epistle of 
Jude (Jude 25). The writer wants to make it clear that the 
message he brings is the true message of salvation, so he 
presents himself as the apostle Paul, commissioned by God 
the origin of salvation. Hope and salvation are closely con- 
nected; the work of salvation started at the incarnation will be 
continued through the church and completed at Christ’s 
return. 

v. 2, Timothy, the recipient of the letter, is called a ‘loyal 

child in the faith’ as is Titus in Titus 1:4. The word gnésios, 
translated ‘loyal’, implies legitimacy in the Greek. In distinc- 
tion to others who will be invoked, later (e.g. Hymenaeus and 
Alexander, 1:20), Timothy is Paul’s legitimate successor. He is 
a child and therefore inferior to Paul, but the tradition passed 
from one to the other is true and authoritative. The threefold 
salutation is slightly different from those found in other Paul- 
ine letters. Grace and peace are familiar; here, mercy is added 
inthe middle ofthe formula, where ‘to you’ is found elsewhere 
(e.g. Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3). Mercy is a particular 
concern in the Pastoral Epistles, where the word appears five 
times of the ten occurrences in the whole Pauline corpus. God 
the Father, or Creator, and Christ Jesus our Lord are invoked 
again at the end of the salutation as the origins of Christian 
‘virtues’. 
(3-7) The situation envisaged at the opening of the letter is 
that Paul has left Timothy behind in Ephesus while he has 
travelled on into Macedonia. Such a situation cannot be fitted 
into any reconstruction of Paul’s life that can be pieced to- 
gether either from his own letters or from the narrative in 
Acts. They provide the kind of personal details that lead some 
readers to argue for authenticity, while others claim that it is 
exactly the kind of information a pseudonymous author 
would include to add verisimilitude to his pretence, bringing 
the characters to life by placing them in relationship to one 
another in a real setting. 

Having established his credentials, the author introduces 
one of the main concerns of his letter; he wants to combat false 
teaching and to discredit the teachers. The teachers cannot be 
identified with any certainty, nor whatthey wereteaching. 1:3— 
11 provides clues about the teaching; we are told that the 
opponents occupy themselves with ‘myths and endless ge- 
nealogies which lead to speculations’ (v. 4). It may be that a 
Gnostic group was teaching in the author’s community and 
perverting the faith as he understood it by mythological spec- 
ulations about creation and salvation. Because his readers 
must have known who he was referring to, he does not need 
to identify his opponents specifically, but sets his view of 
Christian virtues such as love, a pure heart, and a good con- 
science against the vices of speculative theory and vain dis- 
cussion. 


(c8-11) Here he adds a further dimension to the description 
of his opponents. They desire to be teachers of the law, pre- 
sumably the Jewish law, without understanding whatit is they 
are talking about; its true meaning is to regulate the behaviour 
of lawless and disobedient people. The vices listed in vv. 9-10 
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are an odd collection, including specific acts such as murder, 
matricide, and parricide alongside general characteristics 
such as sinfulness, unholiness, and profanity. At different 
levels such behaviour would incur disapproval in almost any 
society, not just under Jewish law. The list is obviously meant 
to be contrasted with the list of virtues in 1:5. The writer’s 
central theme, that good doctrine leads to good behaviour, is 
contrasted with the effects of following unsound teaching. He 
does not explain this teaching very clearly; but simply by 
placing the lists alongside one another he points up the con- 
trast. 

The qualities belonging to the faith, such as love issuing 
from a pure heart and a good conscience, are not typical of the 
teaching in Paul’s genuine letters. Paul would certainly not 
dissent from the ideas expressed, but he uses different lan- 
guage to describe them. The Pastor’s view of the law is very 
different from Paul’s own too. For Paul the law symbolized the 
old dispensation, and its relationship to salvation brought 
through Christ was extremely complex; it was God-given but 
restrictive and negative in its effects (e.g. Rom 7:4—25; Gal 3:1- 
14). The Pastor, on the other hand, sees it in a much more 
mundane way: it is a God-given guide to behaviour, which, 
when abused, works against sound teaching. 


(112-17) 13-11 and 18-20 provide a framework for these 
verses. This biographical section, illustrating God’s mercy to 
his apostle Paul, has the effect of giving Paul tremendous 
prominence. The section takes the form of a thanksgiving, 
and describes the radical volte-face of the sometime persecu- 
tor turned faithful disciple. The story is familiar not only from 
Acts (9:1-22; 22:3-21; 26:9—20), but also from 1 Cor 15:8-10 
and Phil 3:1-5. The story of the complete conversion of the 
persecutor is a tale worth telling. But here more than any- 
where else the fate of Paul is inextricably linked with the story 
of salvation. ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners—of whom | am the foremost.’ Paul’s sinfulness is vividly 
described: I formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man 
of violence’, but he ‘received mercy’ because he acted out of 
ignorance. The sharp contrast between the persecutor and the 
believer is shown to be an intentional part of God’s plan so that 
Paul might be an example for others, to demonstrate above all 
the perfect patience of Jesus Christ. So the tale serves a dual 
purpose; Paul is a typical example ofa convert, but his special 
case gives him a special position as an apostle as the next few 
verses show. Paul himself talks of his former life in 1 Cor 15:9 
and Phil 3:4—8, to make a similar point, but here the language 
is stronger and less forgiving. Acts is much closer to this 
passage when it speaks of the ignorance of unbelievers before 
their conversion (e.g. 3:17; 13:27; 17:23). 

The central Christian belief (v. 15), that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, is introduced by a formula that 
assumes general acceptance. The formula is found five times 
in the Pastoral Epistles (1 Tim 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 2 Tim 2:11; Titus 
3:8), often, as here, drawing attention toa significant doctrinal 
statement. It is not clear why the author uses the phrase with 
some doctrinal assertions and not with others. Often, as in 
this case, it seems that a quotation is being employed. The 
significance of the expression, ‘Christ came into the world to 
save sinners’, lies in the second half of the statement: the 
writer is not so much interested in the pre-existence of Christ, 
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which may be implied, as in the soteriological effect of his 
coming (cf. 3:16 and 2 Tim 1:10). It introduces the idea of 
Paul’s sinfulness which in turn shows him as a prototype 
believer and recipient of grace. Patience or forbearance (mak- 
rothumia) is a defining characteristic of God in relationship 
with his people in the Jewish Scriptures. The words found in 
Ex 34.6-7 where God is described as ‘merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithful- 
ness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation’ are 
repeated and echoed frequently in later Jewish writings to 
contrast the long-suffering constancy of God with the sinfil- 
ness and fickle nature of his people (Jon 4:2; 2 Macc 6:14—-16; 
Wis 11:23; 12:16). Here the attributes have been transferred to 
Christ, through whom God is working out salvation. Eternal 
life is in the future, it is a focus for belief grounded in Christ 
‘our hope’ (1:1) for the future and based on what has already 
been achieved. 


(1:18-20) This section follows awkwardly from the doxology 
inv. 17 and it is far from clear what ‘these instructions’ refers 
to. It may look back to 1:3 where Timothy is urged to give 
certain instructions, or forward to the injunction to ‘fight the 
good fight’ later in the same verse. The word paraggelia, 
translated here as ‘instruction’, occurs with its cognates six 
times in 1 Timothy (cf: Tim 1:3; 4:11; 5:7; 6:13, 17) demonstrat- 
ing how important was the passing on of sound doctrine 
through properly commissioned people. The prophecies re- 
ferred to in v. 18 are not to be understood as scriptural proph- 
ecies, but recall prophetic experiences such as that described 
in Acts 13:1-3 and referred to in 1 Tim 4:14. 

The imagery of fighting or warfare was widespread among 
philosophers and religious groups in the ancient world and is 
found elsewhere in the NT epistles (1 Cor 9:7; 2 Cor 10:3—-6; 
Eph 6:10-17; 2 Tim 2:3-7, where the image is linked with that 
of athletic competition). The repetition of the virtues of faith 
and a good conscience from 1:5 provides a framework for the 
central section of this chapter. Further emphasis is given by 
reference to two men, Hymenaeus and Alexander, who have 
‘reject[ed] conscience’ and ‘suffered shipwreck in the faith’. 
They have therefore been ‘turned over to Satan’. As in 1 Cor 
5:5, this is a powerful image describing the radical effects of 
exclusion from the Christian community. Hymenaeus is 
mentioned again, alongside Philetus, at 2 Tim 2:17, where 
their talk is said to spread like gangrene. Alexander the cop- 
persmith is mentioned in 2 Tim 4:14 where he is said to have 
done Paul great harm. It is impossible to say whether both 
refer to the same man. Their rejection of the faith is to be 
contrasted with the steadfastness of Paul and Timothy; by the 
end of the first chapter, we are left with a clear impression of 
the apostle and of his legitimate successor; they are the trans- 
mitters of the true teaching of the church. 


Church Organization and Behaviour (2:1-3:13) 


The discussion in chs. 2 and 3 changes from concern about 
the opposition to a description of the kind of behaviour that 
should characterize members of the church towards both one 
another and outsiders. The detailed arrangements for the 
leadership of this household and relationships within it sug- 
gest that the church is becoming more at home in the world. 
For Paul, who felt he was living at the end of the age, there was 
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a strong tension between living in this age but belonging to 
the next. This not only affected his sense of purpose but his 
ethical teaching as well. Now the situation is different. Escha- 
tological hope is still verymuchalive (e.g. 6:14—15, 18-19 ), but 
there is no sense of urgency or immediacy. There is a more 
long-term viewpoint; the church must be firmly established, 
and respectable, so as to avoid adverse publicity. 


(2:1-7) Prayer is the first duty of a member of the community. 
Four words are used to describe the prayers, ‘supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings’ but no distinction 
is made between them. More significant is that prayers are to 
be made for everyone, particularly kings and those in author- 
ity, and not just for members of the community. For God is 
Creator and Saviour, and desires that every human being 
should be saved. Prayer for the emperor caused difficulties 
for Jews and Christians; their refusal to acknowledge his 
authority sometimes led to persecutions, but there are a 
number of passages in the NT which follow the same line as 
this (Rom 13.1-7; 1 Pet 2:14, 17; Titus 3:1; Acts passim). Theaim 
of such prayer was to avoid the possibility of persecution, and 
so lead a peaceful life ‘in godliness and dignity’. There is 
similar teaching in other first- and second-century Jewish 
and Christian writers, and the reasons given often echo those 
given here (e.g. 1 Clem. 61; Tert. Apol. 30; Jos. J.W. 2.197). The 
nouns translated ‘godliness’ and ‘dignity’ are characteristic of 
the Pastorals and betray their Hellenistic setting; they trans- 
late words (eusebeia and semnotés) found elsewhere in the NT 
only in Acts and 2 Peter. They illustrate the results of living in 
harmony with the authorities; the ability to devote oneself to 
the worship of God which results in a respectable and respon- 
sible life not outwardly distinct from that of their pagan 
neighbours. Knowledge of the truth recurs in 2 Tim 2:25; 
3:7; Titus 1:1, and helps emphasize the accessibility of the 
Christian message to all reasonable people. 


(2:5-6) presents a summary of the true teaching that is the 
focus of that Christian message. It appears to contain a quota- 
tion (NRSV presents it as verse), and is a succinct telling of the 
drama of salvation in a rhythmical and poetic form—a kind of 
credal statement (cf. 1 Tim 3:16; 6.13-16; 2 Tim 1:9-10; 2:11— 
13; Titus 3:4-7). God is one and the Saviour of all people. 
Christ’s role is as mediator; he alone links God and human- 
kind. His humanity is stressed to show solidarity with those 
he saves—the same word is used in Greek for ‘human’ and 
‘humankind’. The word ‘mediator’ is applied to Christ in the 
NT only here and in Hebrews (8:6; 9:15; 12:24, where he is 
mediator of the covenant as Moses was in Gal 3:19). The 
emphasis on a single God and a single mediator may be an 
attack on the kind of Gnostic ‘myths and speculations’ re- 
ferred to in 1:4, and the stress on Christ’s humanity may 
have been included to refute Docetism. 

Christ’s self-giving as a ransom, also found in Titus 2:14, 
uses language similar to Paul’s in Romans 3:24 and 8:23 and 
to that used in Mk 10:45, Mt 20:28, where ‘he came... to give 
his life as a ransom for many’. Here, by contrast, the language 
is totally inclusive; he gave his life as a ransom for all. The 
language of ransom implies that payment is being made to 
obtain the freedom of captives or slaves and has as its back- 
ground both the manumission of slaves and the freeing of 
Israel from Egypt at the Exodus. By the time the Pastoral 
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Epistles were written, the language of ransom had become 
central in Christian thought. In the context of 1:15 freedom 
from sin is implied. As part of God’s plan for salvation, Jesus’ 
death undoubtedly came at the right time. In the Greek the 
phrase ‘testimony at the right time’ is part of the credal state- 
ment of wv. 5—6 rather than a comment upon it. 


(2:7) Paul’s own role in God’s plan is emphasized again. He 
was not only an apostle but also herald and teacher of the 
Gentiles. The word translated ‘herald’ is rare in the NT, and is 
found elsewhere only in 2 Tim1:11, where italsorefersto Paul, 
and in 2 Peter 2:5, where it refers to Noah. The cognate verbis, 
however, found throughout the NT. Paul’s appointment as 
teacher of the Gentiles provides the means for God’s plan 
for universal salvation to proceed. The picture of Paul as 
apostle to the Gentiles accords with that in Paul’s own letters 
and with the narrative of his journeys in Acts. The insistence 
on Paul’s authority is exaggerated, much more than would be 
necessary in a genuine letter from Paul to his friend. But in 
the context of this letter the insistence on authority has its 
place: the true message of salvation is being handed on to the 
next generation. 


(2:8-15) Returning to the subject of prayer, Timothy is now 
given instructions about the necessary physical as well as 
emotional attitude. A distinction is drawn between the atti- 
tude suitable for men and that for women. Men are to pray 
with hands raised; they can pray anywhere, in private as well 
as in communal worship. Their emotional state ‘without 
anger or argument’ as a prerequisite to proper prayer recalls 
the teaching of Old Testament prophets (e.g. Hos 6:6; Am 
314-15; 5-4-7). 

The Pastorthen turns tothe behaviour ofwomen. Firstthey 
are to dress and behave modestly. This teaching can be paral- 
leled in Plutarch’s Advice to a Bride and Groom, ‘It is not gold or 
precious stones or scarlet that makes a woman decorous, but 
whatever invests her with that something which betokens 
dignity, good behaviour and modesty’ (Mor. 141e). Women 
were gaining a certain amount of freedom and independence 
in the Roman empire, and this was no doubt as true among 
Christian women as non-Christian women. But like other 
conservative writers, Christian and non-Christian, the Pastor 
is concerned that women should remain in what he perceives 
as their proper, subordinate position. Other NT writers make 
the same sort of point, particularly about the public behaviour 
of women. It was necessary for the successful continuation of 
the faith and to avoid persecution, that women should behave 
in a seemly way in meetings of the community. Part of this 
was an insistence that women should not teach or be per- 
ceived to be in a position of authority over a man (cf. 1 Cor 
14:34). 

Thereason given by the Pastor for women’s subordination 
goes back to Adam and Eve (cf. 1 Cor 11:89). First, he claims 
that primacy in time implies superiority of status. Second, it 
was, he claims, Eve who was deceived, not Adam. He is 
departing from the Genesis narrative at this point. Certainly, 
Eve ate the fruit first, but she was quickly followed by Adam, 
and they were both punished. According to some Jewish 
traditions, Eve’s sin was a sexual one, she was seduced by 
the serpent, so salvation could be achieved only by bearing 
children. An idea of this sort may lie behind 2:14—-15 which 
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places Eve’s transgression in such close proximity to the solu- 
tion that salvation for women rests in bearing children. In any 
case, a woman’s most important role in the Graeco-Roman 
world was to be the mother of children. For the Pastor, the 
family and the household were the focus of the church, so 
bearing children and bringing them up in the faith was vital 
for its successful survival and growth. 

The teaching about women’s subordination should not be 
understood outside its own context. In Rom 16:1 a deacon 
called Phoebe is commended by Paul. His teaching in 1 Cor 11 
and 14 suggests that already in the middle of the first century 
some women were behaving with a freedom which was un- 
acceptable to the leaders of the church. The popular story of 
Thecla, told in the Acts of Paul and Thecla, is evidence that this 
trend continued into the second century. 


(3:1-7) ‘The saying is sure’ may refer back to what has just 
been said, as in 4:9 or Titus 3:8, or forwards tothe instructions 
about church offices. When the same phrase was used before 
in 1:15, it introduced an important Christological saying, as it 
does in 2 Tim 2:11. It is not quite clear here if either the 
preceding saying or what follows is thought by the author 
to have this special significance. The writer’s teaching 
about women is important to him but so is his teaching about 
church officers which follows. 

vv. 1b-7 concern the office of the episkopos, literally overseer, 
but translated in the NRSV as bishop. The discussion indi- 
cates that the church has reached a settled situation, where it 
needs capable and dignified men to run it. But the informa- 
tion we are given is tantalizingly incomplete, for while the 
qualities required ofa bishop are clearly set out, his duties are 
not described. If, as is quite likely, one of the patterns of 
organization and worship in the early church was the syna- 
gogue, then the episkopos would, like a Jewish synagogue 
leader, lead the community and represent its interests in the 
outside world. His good character and reputation among out- 
siders was essential for the community’s welfare and continu- 
ing stability. The parallel drawn in 3:5 between the household 
and the church provides another clue. Graeco-Roman house- 
holds which consisted of family, slaves, and more loosely 
dependent groups of people were run by a paterfamilias who 
had complete authority. The church in the Pastoral Epistles is 
seen as the household of God; everyone—men, women, chil- 
dren, elders (presbyteroi), servants (diakonot)—has his or her 
place in it and its smooth running is overseen by an episkopos 
who must be of impeccable character. 

The list of virtues expected of such a community leader is 
conventional in both Jewish and Hellenistic societies, includ- 
ing that favourite ‘restraint’ (séphrosuné, translated in the 
NRSV as ‘temperate’). His duties include a responsibility for 
teaching, that is handing on the tradition as he has had it 
handed on to him. There are some points that may be surpris- 
ing to a modern reader; the episkopos is expected to be married 
and to be the head ofa household (3:2, 4-5). Furthermore he is 
to be ‘married only once’, literally, ‘the husband of one wife’. 
Polygamy is not being forbidden here; remarriage after di- 
vorce may be in question, or it may be that the remarriage of 
widowers is also excluded for episkopoi. If so, the rules are 
different for different groups in the community, for young 
widows are encouraged to remarry (5:14). Perhaps, though, 
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this is rather an extreme translation of the Greek; what is 
meant is that the episkopos should be a faithful husband to 
his wife, but that sequential monogamy is not out of the 
question. His conversion to Christianity must not be recent. 
There may have been important individuals in the commu- 
nity who felt that their standing or wealth qualified them to 
become leaders in the church. But to be an episkopos one must 
be firmly rooted in the faith; the implication must be that the 
church itself is firmly established too. 

We do not know whether each community had one episko- 
pos, or more. Ignatius, who was bishop of Antioch in Syria, 
argued strongly in the first decade of the second century for a 
monarchical episcopate, that is, having one episkopos as over- 
seer of the Christian communities in each town, who presides 
over and is distinct from the deacons and from the elders, ‘that 
you may be joined together in one subjection, subject to the 
bishop and to the presbytery, and may in all things be sancti- 
fied’ (Ign. Eph. 2.2; cf.20.2). But it is certain that there was no 
universally accepted pattern of leadership at this period, and 
from the Pastoral Epistles themselves no clearly defined 
organization can be discerned. 


(3:8-13) Just as there is information about the character but 
not the duties of the episkopos, only the virtues necessary for a 
deacon are described in wv. 8-13. Indeed, the virtues of episko- 
pos and deacon overlap to a great extent. This suggests thatthe 
functions were clearly understood already in the community 
being addressed; the issue was to find suitable people to per- 
form the functions. The Greek word diakonos, translated ‘dea- 
cor’, originally meant ‘servant’, but in the apostolic fathers 
(e.g. Didache 15; Ign. Trall. 2, 3; Ign. Magn. 6, 13) and the NT 
Epistles it is used to describe an officer of thechurch (e.g. Rom 
16:1; 1 Cor 3:5; Eph 6:21; Phil 1:1; 1 Thess 3:2; cf. Acts 6). The 
narrative in Acts 6 traces the diaconate back to the Jerusalem 
church when ‘seven men full of the Spirit’ were appointed to 
distribute food to the Greek-speaking widows of the church. 
This may be later rationalization of the origin of the office, 
linking the function of serving to the diaconate when its 
origins were already obscure. In Mk 10:45 Jesus uses the 
verb cognate with diakonos when he says ‘I came not to be 
served butto serve’. The qualities of an episkopos and a deacon 
were similar; their roles apparently not dissimilar except for a 
greater emphasis on management and teaching in the case of 
the episkopos. Little information is given here about the work 
of a deacon, but it is clear that a test was necessary for those 
aspiring to become deacons to prove themselves blameless. 
The ‘mystery of the faith’, God’s hidden purpose only under- 
stood by believers, refers to the true teaching of 2:5—6 and 3:16. 

In the midst of the description of a deacon’s character is a 
verse about women. The word translated ‘women’ also means 
wives in Greek, so there is a real possibility that the verse 
describes the qualities required in a deacon’s wife rather than 
in a woman deacon. If that is the case, they must be as far 
beyond reproach as their husbands. On the other hand, 
Phoebe is called a deacon in Rom 16:1, so it is possible that 
this verse refers to the qualities such women need. If so, their 
role must be limited by the constraints put on women’s behay- 
jour in 2:11-12, where women were told to be submissive to 
men and to learn in silence, and were forbidden to teach or 
have authority over men. The characteristics mentioned are 
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reminiscent of those necessary for episkopot and deacons. A 
deacon, like an episkopos, must be married only once, literally 
‘the husband of one wife’, and must be a good head of his 
household. Single men, slaves, and, to judge by this qualifica- 
tion, women, seem to be excluded from holding office. The 
requirements that an episkopos should be hospitable and a 
teacher are not included for deacons, but Timothy is referred 
to as a deacon in 4:6, and since he was expected to ‘pass on all 
these instructions’, in other words, to teach, it may be that the 
categories are quite fluid and ill-defined. The face that the 
church presents must be respectable, so all its representatives 
must be beyond reproach. 


(3:14-16) vv. 14-15 open with a personal note designed to add 
verisimilitude to the fictional situation. It is common in the 
Pauline epistles to refer to personal travel plans, so this ref: 
erence places the epistle firmly in its genre as well as support- 
ing the picture of Paul’s personal involvement. The use of the 
word ‘household’ summarizes the whole section from 2:1 to 
3:13. More will be said of the household later in this letter and 
also in the other two. But the picture we have so far presents a 
picture of a solid establishment, run by responsible figures. 
Any assailant will have a difficult task. 

The ‘mystery of our religion’ is described in the quoted 
formula which follows. For similar passages see 1 TIM 2:5—6. 
The word translated ‘religion’ is eusebeia; normally in the 
Pastorals eusebeia and its cognates denote piety or godliness, 
here itcarries a sense of the system of belief that inspires piety. 
The earlier formula in ch. 2 dwelt on the human nature of 
Christ; this confessional formula consists of three pairs of 
contrasted statements. The main point of contrast being the 
last word of each line: in the first pair flesh and spirit, in the 
second it is angels and Gentiles, in the last pair the contrast 
is between the world and glory. The structure is chiastic, 
ABBAAB (where the earthly world is represented by A, the 
heavenly by B) which makes the formula memorable and 
helps unify the whole. In every line the verb is in the same 
tense and is followed by a noun in the same case preceded, 
with one exception, by ‘in’. Heaven and earth are being con- 
trasted and yet shown to belong together, united by the revela- 
tion of Christ and its effects. There is no direct reference to 
Christ’s death and resurrection, nor to the end of the world, 
but a clear picture is created of the unifying and universal 
nature of the coming of Christ. Christ’s triumph and glory are 
placed in contrast to the teachings of demons which are to be 
the subject of the next passage. The household of God rests on 
sure foundations. 


(4:1-5) No attempt is made to elucidate the confessional 
statement, instead, the author moves on to describe dangers 
of his opponents’ teaching, and the importance and strength 
of true doctrine. The contrasts between flesh and spirit, earth 
and heaven are emphasized by reference to revelation through 
the Spirit in w. 1-2. The Spirit who inspires true prophetic 
utterances has foretold opposition to the faith in ‘later times’, 
or the last times. It was a commonplace idea in Jewish and 
Christian apocalyptic that the end would be preceded by a 
time of persecution and suffering (e.g. Mk 13; 1 Cor 15:24-8). 
The sense of urgency and immediacy are absent from the 
Pastoral Epistles, but there is a lingering feeling that before 
the end there will be difficult and dangerous times. 
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The opposition described in these verses comes from 
people whose teaching is dangerously close to that of the 
author and yet markedly different. It seems to be based on 
asceticism; marriage was rejected and so was the eating of 
certain foods. Paul had faced similar problems in Corinth, 
but his response, recommending celibacy as the ideal, was 
conditioned by his belief in the imminence of the end (eg. 1 
Cor 7:8-9, 25-31). The perspective of this writer is longer, he 
envisages a future for the church, so marriage and the pro- 
creation of children who will be brought up in the faith is 
important to him. Sexual asceticism would rob the church of 
the next generation of believers. The Pastor feels so strongly 
about his opponents that he claims that their teaching is 
inspired by demons (v. 1). His own monotheism is clear and, 
in contrast tosuch teachers as Marcion, he believes that ‘every- 
thing God created is good’. Like Jesus when discussing Jewish 
food laws (Mk 7:19), he believes all food may be eaten. This 
particular controversy may support the thesis that some, at 
any rate, of his opponents were Jewish. 


(4:6-10) The rest of the chapter continues in the same tone; 
encouraging Timothy as a ‘good servant’ or ‘deacon’ to pass on 
to his fellow Christians the sound teaching he has received, 
while avoiding or rejecting the ‘profane myths and old wives’ 
tales’ of the opposition. We are given little more information 
about the content of sound teaching or of its opposite. 
Presumably, both were well known to the recipients of the 
letter and did not need to be spelt out, but the false 
myths obviously play an important part in the opponents’ 
teaching (cf. 1:4). Eusebeia, here translated ‘godliness’, 
appears again as the most important Christian virtue. It char- 
acterizes behaviour now and holds promise for the life to 
come. 

In v. 9 the formula ‘the saying is sure’ is repeated (cf. 1:15; 
3:1). Again, it is not clear whether it points back to what has 
gone before, or forwards, or whether itis meant to referto the 
whole passage about holding fast to the faith and rejecting 
false teaching. v. 10 mentions hope again (cf. 1:1). As well as 
looking back to the historical events of Christ’s life and death, 
attention was fixed on hope for the future (cf. 2 Cor 1:10). 
God’s universal salvation here is more limited than in 2:6 
‘especially to those who believe’, but there is no suggestion of 
an alternative fate for those who do not believe. 


(411-16) Timothy is again addressed personally. Such 
personal references help to carry the fiction of Pauline author- 
ship. He is instructed to teach, to exhort, and to read aloud: in 
other words, to pass on the tradition he has received from 
Paul, until Paul himself arrives (cf. 2:14-15). Teaching was one 
of the functions allocated to the episkopos: Timothy is not 
named as an episkopos anywhere in the Pastorals, but he is 
portrayed as carrying out some similar functions (in Ign. 
Magn. 3 the church is recommended to respect and obey their 
episkopos despite his youth). He is to set an example by his 
behaviour and deportment. He is gifted as a teacher, from the 
time he was commissioned by the laying on of hands by the 
council of elders (also referred to in 2 Tim 1:6). Laying on of 
hands was a means of transferring the power of the Spirit 
from one person to another for teaching or healing. It was a 
transference of authority, a commissioning or consecration to 
a particular office or task. 
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Further Matters of Church Order (5:1-6:2) 


Like ch. 3, this passage concerns church organization. Here 
the subject is widows and elders. In Greek the word presbuteros 
is used to designate old age as wellas being thetitle ofan office 
in Judaism and Christianity. This can lead to ambiguity in 
interpretation; the natural reverence for the senior members 
of the groupdeveloped into hierarchical organization. For the 
modern reader it is notalways easy to distinguish between the 
two uses of the term, particularly at the stage of development 
we see in the Pastorals when the original use is still found 
alongside its titular use. In w. 1-2 the meaning is the original 
one, ‘older men’, as can be seen from the context. Later in 
the chapter instructions are given for presbuterot, the leading 
‘elders’ of the community. 


(53-16) The instructions concerning widows are extremely 
detailed and precise compared with those relating to other 
groups (3:1-7, 8-13; 5:17-22). We have already seen that the 
position and activities of women were of particular concern to 
the Pastor. This group of women commands his special atten- 
tion. It was regarded as a special duty among the Jews to care 
for widows who had no family to provide for them. This is the 
group referred to here as ‘really widows’. Women who would 
otherwise be genuinely destitute deserved the community’s 
support, whereas those who had families able to support them 
were not the financial responsibility of the community. The 
clear moral message of the author stands out in v. 8; failure to 
provide for widows in one’s family was tantamount to a denial 
of the faith. Widows have a religious duty themselves: to offer 
prayers night and day (v. 5). But the widow ‘who lives for 
pleasure’ (v. 6) does not deserve the community’s support. 
The reference to such women may be tohighlight the plight of 
the ‘real widow’, or there may have been such a case within 
the community and known to the readers. 


(5:9-16) It seems, however, as if ‘real widow’ may have a 
titular sense as well. The expression in v. 9, ‘Let a widow be 
put on the list’, suggests some sort of formal enrolment; 
perhaps, like the term ‘elder’, the word had acquired a tech- 
nical sense. Those enrolled might consist of ‘real widows’ or 
be a separate group. In any case, qualifications for enrolment 
are strict and are reminiscent of those for bishops and deacons 
inch. 3. The enrolled widow must be 60 years old or more, she 
must have been married only once, and she must have 
brought up children. If the widows of 5:3-5 are included in 
this group, they also have the religious duty to pray continu- 
ously for the community. In v. 11 the subject changes to 
younger widows, a group of women whose behaviour the 
author finds particularly unacceptable. His characterization 
of these young women, though it may have been based on his 
knowledge of one or two individuals, is a gross over-general- 
ization, and one that has done women harm. His solution, as 
in 2:15, is marriage and childbearing. 


(5:17-22) As a council, the group of elders exercised authority 
in the community (cf. 4:14; Titus 1:5, etc.). Here we find rules 
for their payment and their discipline. Some may have 
achieved their status as elders simply on account of their 
age, and a group of them, ‘those who rule well’, are worthy 
of double honour or double payment (the same word is used 
in Greek to denote payment and honour). Any ambiguity 
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about the word here disappears in the light of v. 18 which con- 
tains the scriptural quotation also found in 1 Cor 9:9. There is 
further justification for the disciplinary procedures by an 
allusion to a catchphrase also quoted in Mt ro:ro and Lk 10:7. 

The disciplining of elders is based on the Jewish system of 
public accusations supported by at least two witnesses; this 
has the double effect of ensuring that casual accusations are 
not made and that ‘the rest’ would be put off committing the 
same sin. The rest may refer to the whole community or just 
the other elders. Impartiality, a word used only here in the NT, 
is to be the basis of all judgements. Timothy is urged ‘not to 
ordain anyone hastily’. This could imply that extra care taken 
about the appointment of elders would avoid the need for 
discipline later. 


(5:23-6:2) Before turning to instructions for slaves, a person- 
al instruction is given to Timothy about drinking wine. Os- 
tensibly it is a personal note referring to Timothy’s health, 
which helps support the impression of intimacy between the 
two. It may also be a roundabout way of attacking the asceti- 
cism of the writer’s opponents (cf. 4:3-4). Church officials are 
to be neither drunkards nor ascetics. 5:24—5 contain general 
truths which may be meant to refer back to the elders of the 
previous verses, or, more generally, to members of the con- 
gregation. 


(6:1-2) Slaves are given special instructions, though there are 
no corresponding instructions for their masters as there are in 
other epistles (e.g. Col 3:22—4:1; Eph 6:5—9). The institution of 
slavery is not questioned here or elsewhere in the NT; it was 
seen as a necessary part of society. The only issue was how 
slaves should be treated by their owners, but the Pastoral 
Epistles are not concerned even with that issue. The slaves 
are divided into two groups, those who belong to non- 
believing masters and those whose masters are members of 
thecommunity. Unquestioning obedience is demanded ofthe 
first group so that the name of the church should not fall into 
disrepute. Those who are slaves of Christian masters are 
advised not to presume on their shared beliefs, though they 
are all brothers and sisters, sons and daughters of one God. 
Nevertheless, the social constraints thatexist in their everyday 
lives are not to be overstepped. 


(6:2b-21) The apparently haphazard collection of teaching, 
unified by its hortatory character, links false teaching with bad 
conduct and identifies eusebeia, godliness or piety, with true 
wealth. As we have seen, piety in the Pastorals denotes the 
manner of life of a true believer who honours God as Creator 
and Redeemer of all, and who treats other human beings 
with respect (cf. 2:2; 4:7, 8; 5:4). It also separates sound 
teaching from false. False teachers believe that what they call 
piety is a source of mercenary gain, while 4:8 points to its real 
value. In wv. 3-10 piety is contrasted with all kinds of vices 
ranging from envy to morbid craving for controversy, from 
wrangling to a desire for wealth. Teaching about the vanity of 
riches here and in 6:17-19 frames a paragraph describing the 
true Christian life. 

w. II-12 present the reverse image; the righteousness and 
piety of the person who shuns the attractions of wealth are 
contrasted with the behaviour described in w. 3-10. The list of 
antisocial and untruthful behaviour in wv. 4-5 is balanced 
against the beliefs of one who pursues godliness, in language 
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already familiar, Timothy is exhorted to pursue virtues which 
have been recommended before, and to fight the good fight. 
vv. 13-16 contain a doxology or liturgical formula similar to 
others in the Pastorals (see 111m 2:5—6). It illustrates the ideas 
of salvation and hope with which the epistle began. God the 
Creator, whose glorious and transcendent nature is extolled in 
a series of rich images, will bring aboutthe second manif esta- 
tion of Christ at the right time. God’s transcendence is thus 
balanced with his involvement in human history, in the two 
appearances of Christ, one past, one still to come. Jesus Christ 
is introduced, in his first manifestation, as an example of 
faithful testimony before Pilate. Although this does not fit 
neatly with any of our gospel accounts, that he supremely 
bore witness to the truth is undeniable for the Pastor. As 
with the other similar passages, the language is poetic and 
defies precise interpretation, but the rhetoric is clear: God is 
one, he desires the salvation of all believers through the 
mediation of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

In the final injunction to Timothy the importance ofhand- 
ing on the tradition is repeated, for that is ‘what has been 
entrusted’ to him. ‘What is falsely called knowledge’ became 
part of the title of Irenaeus’ late second-century refutation of 
Gnosticism. 


2 Timothy 


2 Timothy shares many of the concerns of 1 Timothy and 
Titus, and many of the same expressions, but there is a 
difference of tone. There are far more personal touches in 
this letter; people are mentioned by name, fellow-workers, 
friends, and relations as well as opponents. The relationship 
between Paul and Timothy is made to seem closer and less 
formal. There are more references, mostly indirect, to Paul’s 
letters particularly to Romans. 


Greeting and Warnings (1:1-18) 


The opening greeting recalls that in 1 Timothy, but the call is 
by the will of God rather than by his command (cf. 1 Cor 1:1; 2 
Cor 1:1; Col 1:1; Eph 1:1). Paul is said to be an apostle for the 
sake of the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, which 
expands the idea of Christ Jesus, our hope, in 1 Timothy. ‘In 
Christ’ is an authentically Pauline expression, but there is no 
sense that the author has grasped the deep metaphysical 
meaning of life in Christ as understood by Paul himself. 
Timothy is called ‘beloved’ rather than ‘loyal’ or legitimate 
child here (see 1 1mm 1:1-2). Thus we already have a hint of the 
different tone of the letter; there is not so much concern about 
passing on the authentic tradition. 

Paul’s letters often open with a thanksgiving like this, but 
different Greek words are used here, perhaps because the 
Pauline word eucharisteo which originally meant ‘give thanks’ 
had acquired special eucharistic connotations by the time this 
letter was written. The tension Paul himself clearly felt be- 
tween his Jewish ancestry and his Christian faith is lacking 
here (1:3; cf. Rom 9-11). Timothy’s own ancestry in the faith is 
exemplary: his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice were 
believers before him. Meanwhile, the closeness of the rela- 
tionship between Paul and Timothy is emphasized by Paul’s 
constant prayers for Timothy and by the emotional memory 
of tears and the anticipation of joy when they meet again. 
This, together with the naming of Timothy’s mother and 
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grandmother, provide the kind of personal details that add to 
the sense of authenticity. But the very fact that three genera- 
tions of Christians within one family are mentioned implies a 
post-Pauline date; 3:15 makes it clear that Timothy had been 
brought up as a Christian from childhood. 

From 1:6 it seems that Timothy received the laying on of 
hands from Paul himself rather than from the council of 
elders as was suggested by 1 Tim 4:14. They may refer to two 
separate occasions where authorization or commissioning 
was given for different purposes, or they may simply reflect 
the different tones in 1 and 2 Timothy, the latter being more 
personal, the former more formal and official. What is certain 
in both cases is that through the laying on of hands God’s 
Spirit is passed from one to the other, whether from Paul the 
apostle or from the council of elders. The qualities imparted 
by the laying on of hands are both new and familiar in these 
epistles. Self-discipline translates one of the sophrosuné words 
familiar from the other two epistles, and together with the 
spirit of power and love is contrasted with the spirit of cow- 
ardice. The idea of cowardice is linked with that of shame in 
thenext paragraph, with themention of Paul’s imprisonment. 
The Pastor instructs Timothy not to be ashamed of bearing 
witness to the gospel or of Paul’s imprisonment (cf. Rom 
1:16). Philippians presents a clear account of his imprison- 
ment and of its effects on Paul and his fellow Christians. 
Neither 1 Timothy nor Titus mentions it, but here it adds to 
the sense of authenticity. Paul has by now acquired the status 
of a hero, someone of whom his successors must not be 
ashamed; another indication of the late date of these letters. 

The link between God’s saving work in the past and the 
present sufferings of the apostle are continued in the keryg- 
matic passage that follows in 1:8-14. It is a summary of the 
theological doctrine of the kind the Pastor makes in 1 Timothy 
and Titus (cf. 1 Tim 2:5—6; 3:16; 6:13-16; 2 Tim 2:11-13; Titus 
3:4-7). Like those passages, it depends on Pauline teaching, it 
uses some Pauline language, but is subtly and markedly 
different from Paul. For example, Paul rarely uses the verb 
‘to save’ in the past tense (a notable exception being Rom 8:24, 
where itis in the context of future hope). The ideas expressed 
in v. ro are based on the teaching in Romans 16:25-7, ‘the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret but is now disclosed’. The notion 
that God’s plan of salvation was a mystery hidden from people 
for generations before the appearance of Christ was one that 
quickly took root. It created a historical schema which could 
link events and prophecies from Scripture not only with 
Christ’s life and death, but into the present and up to his 
future reappearance. Although the idea has Pauline roots, it 
is expressed here in language typical of the Pastorals: Christ is 
described as Saviour, his appearance as epiphaneia, a word 
found in the NT only in the Pastorals (cf. 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:1, 
8; Titus 2:13) and in 2 Thess 2:8. Christ’s death had the 
effect of abolishing death and through the gospel he brought 
life and immortality. The Greek word translated ‘immortality’ 
actually means ‘incorruptibility’, an associated but not 
identical idea. Immortality, translating a different Greek 
word, is said in 1 Tim 6:16 to belong to God alone. Paul 
himself talked of resurrection rather than immortality, so 
again we are presented with Pauline ideas presented in un- 
Pauline terms. 
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(111-14) We are brought into the present by the reference to 
Paul’s appointment as apostle and teacher, both familiar 
terms, and herald, already used once in a similar way in 1 
Tim 2:7 (elsewhere in the NT only in 2 Pet 2:5). In Greek the 
word is related to the verb ‘to preach’, and to ‘proclamation’. 
This triple role has led to Paul’s imprisonment, but Paul can 
remain steadfast because of his trustin God and his assurance 
of vindication. ‘What has been entrusted to me’ is a better 
translation of 1:12 and refers back to 1 Tim 6:20; with the help 
of Christ and the Holy Spirit, the sound teaching will continue 
uncorrupted. The line beginning with Christ, and passing to 
Paul, now continues through Timothy. 


(1:15-18) Paul is presented in these verses as being held in a 
prison in Rome, where he was visited by the faithful Onesi- 
phorus. The example of Paul’s faithfulness and that of 
Onesiphorus (cf. also 4:19) is contrasted with the behaviour 
of those in Asia who have turned against Paul, including two 
individuals, Phygelus and Hermogenes. Nothing else is 
known about these two men, but the verb used for ‘turn 
away’ is found also in 4:4 and Titus 1:14 where it has a sense 
implying the rejection of true teaching, rather than personal 
rejection. (A man named Hermogenes the coppersmith is 
mentioned in the Acts of Paul and Thecla, 3:1, where he is a 
companion of Paul buta hypocrite and flatterer. Onesiphorus 
is also mentioned in the next paragraph.) Ephesus, where 
Timothy receives these letters, was the capital of the Roman 
province of Asia, the western part of modern Turkey. 


Charge to Timothy (2:1-3:9) 


(2:1-7) Timothy is urged to ‘be strong in grace’ following the 
example of Onesiphorus. Again he is presented as the link in 
the chain between Paul and the church at the time of the 
Pastorals. He has heard Paul’s gospel directly and indirectly 
through the teaching of others. What has been entrusted to 
him, he is to pass on to those who will, in their turn, teach 
others. But the role ofa faithful Christian is not simply belief 
and loyal transmitting of tradition, it entails suffering as well. 
This is a theme that is hardly touched upon in 1 Timothy and 
Titus, but is prominent in 2 Timothy. Three images are used 
to describe this wholehearted commitment to the gospel: a 
Christian must be like a soldier dedicated to serving his 
commanding officer, like an athlete winning a race according 
to the rules, or like a farmer toiling over his crops. The three 
images are not explained; Timothy is told to work out their 
meaning for himself, with the help of the Lord (v. 7), but the 
general sense is clear. Work is involved in all three images, 
they are familiar from Paul’s epistles and other NT works, and 
are found in popular teaching of the time. The first two belong 
quite closely together, they involve willing obedience to a 
commanding officer or to the rules of competition. The farm- 
ing image recalls 1 Cor 9:7—12. 


(2:8-13) v. 8 recalls Rom 1:3-4 and 1 Cor 15:20. It represents a 
formulaic summary of the author’s message. Jesus Christ, 
whose own suffering is not mentioned but is assumed behind 
this passage, was raised from the dead. The Son of David, he 
was human, even though of royal descent. In a few words 
much is implied to contradict the opponents’ teaching. The 
preaching of this message had led to Paul being held in chains 
like a criminal in a Roman prison. But his enthusiasm for the 
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spreading of the gospel was not diminished or held back by 
his imprisonment; this epistle is meant to provide proof of 
that. For the sake of the gospel, Paul is even willing to be held 
as a criminal, innocent though he is, sothat those who believe, 
‘the elect’, may obtain salvation and share in eternal glory 
along with him. Salvation and glory are familiar themes in 
the Pastorals, but glory is normally a property of God. The idea 
of sharing in his glory after death or after the end of the world 
is, however, a frequent image in Paul (Rom 8:21, 30, etc.) 

A rhythmical passage follows (vv. 11-13), introduced by the 
formula ‘the saying is sure’ (cf. 1 Tim 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; Titus 3:8). It 
explains in poetic form the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, for 
his suffering and death are patterns for the suffering and 
death of his followers, and the results of his endurance will 
be shared with those who also suffer in his name. The parallel 
saying in v. 12b makes the same point but in the negative, 
while 2:134 emphasizes that Christ remains faithful to the 
purposes of God whatever human beings do. The ideas are 
based on Rom 6, but are developed further. It is impossible to 
know whether the Pastor included here, as possibly elsewhere 
(forrefs. see 2 TIM 1:9-10), existing liturgical passages, butthe 
emphasis on the need for faithfulness in suffering fits this 
context perfectly. 


(2:14-26) From the encouragement to remain faithful, the 
passage turns to countering heterodoxy. The ultimate aim set 
out in 2:24-6 is to bring the heterodox back into the fold. 
Correction rather than expulsion is the theme here (cf. 1 Tim 
1:20 where Hymenaeus and Alexander have been handed 
over to Satan). Repentance is in God’s gift, he provides the 
only way that the heretics can be released from the power of 
the devil into whose snare they have fallen. We are reminded 
of t Tim 2:4 where God desires the salvation of all. 

Before we reach this conciliatory point, however, we learn 
something of what the opponents were teaching. They liked 
above all to enter into disputes about words. The Greek word, 
logomachein, to dispute or wrangle about words, is found in 
related forms also in 1 Tim 6:4 and Titus 3:9. Clearly, accept- 
ance of sound doctrine means not asking questions or ques- 
tioning definitions. A clear exposition of accepted doctrine 
was the only proper method of teaching. Discussion could 
only lead to dispute, and so must be avoided. If the teacher is 
above reproach, then opponents have no grounds for raising 
questions. As is often the case in these epistles, good behav- 
iour and sound doctrine go hand in hand. If, like those in 2:4- 
6, Timothy works at expounding the truth clearly, literally 
‘cutting a straight path’, then he will have nothing to feel 
ashamed of before God or people. Profane chatter was the 
subject of a warning in 1 Tim 6:20, as it is here. There it was 
coupled with ‘what is falsely called knowledge’, here it is said 
to lead to impiety and will spread like gangrene; a vivid 
medical image. Hymenaeus and Philetus are singled out. 
Like other named people in the letters we cannot be sure 
whether they were known to the community at the time of 
writing, if they were well-known historical figures, or if they 
are fictitious characters introduced to make the situation 
more vivid and realistic. The particular impiety of the two 
named heretics is the belief that the resurrection has already 
happened. This idea was already prevalent in Paul’s lifetime 
and resulted from one possible interpretation of his own 
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teaching (e.g. 1 Cor 15). It became a popular idea among 
some Gnostics and sometimes accounted for their dismissive 
attitude to the physical body. The teaching of Paul was re- 
garded as authoritative by both Gnostics and anti-Gnostics in 
the second century. Both groups could interpret his teaching 
in ways which supported their own outlook. The Pastoral 
Epistles stand out firmly against ‘knowledge falsely so-called’ 
and became the basis for many later anti-Gnostic positions. 

The building metaphor of wv. 20-2 is common in Chris- 

tianity, and is found elsewhere in the Pastorals (1 Tim 3:15), 
where it is associated with the author’s favourite metaphor, 
the household of God. Behind this passage lies Isa 28:16, 
quoted by Paul in Rom 9:33. From the same chapter of 
Romans comes the inspiration for the image of different 
utensils. But here it is not used in the same way as in Rom 
9:21, which is about election, nor in the same way as the image 
of different parts of the body in 1 Cor 12. At first glance it 
seems to be a parable about important and less important 
vessels, along the same lines as the body metaphor, but some 
of the meaning has become lost in the retelling. The NRSV 
translation obscures the meaning further; the words trans- 
lated ‘special’ and ‘ordinary’ mean ‘honourable’ and ‘dishon- 
ourable’ in Greek. From the context we can understand the 
passage to be an instruction to Timothy to cleanse himself of 
any teaching except that advocated already as sound doctrine, 
thus he and those he teaches will become useful, that is 
honourable, utensils. Again, orthodoxy is closely bound up 
with ethics. The list of qualities Timothy should cultivate, 
begun in v. 15 but then interrupted, continues in v. 22. His 
youth, mentioned in 1 Tim 4:12, is not to be an excuse for 
immature behaviour. The qualities mentioned in wy. 22-4, are 
already familiar from this letter and its companions; there is 
particular emphasis on avoiding quarrels and controversies 
which is the special interest of 2 Timothy, and it is worth 
noticing that the injunction to be an ‘apt teacher’ was used 
in 1 Tim 3:2 of the episkopos. 
(3:1-9) The distress of the last days was a common theme in 
Judaism and early Christianity. Sinfulness and corruption of 
all sorts would prevail for a time, but it was believed that none 
of this was beyond God’s control or outside his purpose. The 
gospels present us with a picture of cosmic terrors, such as 
earthquakes, famines, and eclipses (e.g. Mk 13:14-27). Like 
the commentary on Habakkuk by the Jews of Qumran 
(tQpHab), and like 1 John, 2 Timothy sees the distress in 
terms of human sin and apostasy. A long list of such vices is 
added which follows the conventions ofitstime, butmany of 
the vices appear elsewhere in the Pastorals, either as charac- 
teristics to be avoided or whose opposites are recommended 
for Christian leaders. The list in Greek has a certain coher- 
ence, lost in translation, because of alliteration at the begin- 
ning or end of the adjectives, and because the first two and last 
two begin with the prefix phil-. That these vices belong to 
heterodox Christians becomes clear in v. 5. Timothy, and 
through him the whole congregation, are warned to keep 
out of such people’s way. 

The group of people thought to be most at risk from these 
apostates are women. The mocking diminutive is used, ‘little 
women’, translated by the NRSV as ‘silly women’. It is not 
immediately obvious whether ‘overwhelmed by their sins and 
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swayed by all kinds of desires’ refers to their disposition 
towards this sort of teaching or whether they are seen as 
particularly sinful women. Taken in conjunction with 1 Tim 
2:11-14 (and 1 Cor 14:35), it is clear that there were women in 
the early church anxious to learn. In Acts there are several 
accounts of women being attracted to the words of an apostle’s 
preaching. Stories told about Thecla (written down in the late 
second century as the Acts of Paul and Thecla), who renounced 
the prospect of marriage to follow Paul and devote her life to 
spreading the gospel, illustrate the kind of response from 
women that the Pastor deprecates. Thecla’s vocation is justi- 
fied in the stories by miraculous escapes from death; there is 
no doubt that she is portrayed as having arrived ‘at a know- 
ledge of the truth’. 

Jannes and Jambres were the names given in some Jewish 
traditions to the Egyptian magicians summoned by Pharaoh 
to oppose Moses and Aaron in Ex 7:8—-13 etc. Just as Moses’ 
opponents’ success was short-lived, so those whoopposed the 
work of God now, by insinuating themselves into households, 
would fail before long. 


Paul as Exemplar (3:10-4:8) 


Paul’s own steadfast character and his heroism under perse- 
cution are set out as an example of true faith. This glowing 
description of his character, though framed in the first person, 
bespeaks hagiography not autobiography. He is the model for 
Christians in times of persecution. The three cities, Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra, where the persecutions took place, are 
mentioned in Acts 13 and 14 as places where Paul and Barna- 
bas were persecuted by the Jews, jealous of their success. Paul 
has not yet encountered Timothy at this point in the Acts 
narrative. It is probable that 2 Timothy and Acts are using 
the same sources here, unless one depends on the other for 
information. The example of Paul’s persecutions illustrates 
the possibility of persecution for believers. But just as Paul 
was saved many times, so would his followers be. The oppon- 
ents are held up as contrasts to Paul’s character (3:14). The 
situation described at the beginning of the chapter will go 
from bad to worse as more and more people are led astray. The 
same situation was foreseen in 1 Tim 4:1. A chain reaction will 
take place; after one person has been deceived into believing 
the opponents’ falsehoods, he, in turn, will deceive others. 


(3:14-17) As well as having the model of Paul before him, 
Timothy must continue to follow the teachings of the sacred 
writings, an expression used by Greek-speaking Jews to de- 
scribe their bible. He has been taught Scripture from child- 
hood; the reference is to his mother and grandmother (2 Tim 
1:5), but he has also had teachers such as Paul. Scripture is 
rarely quoted in the Pastoral Epistles, and there is no descrip- 
tion or explanation of the development of Christianity out of 
and away from Judaism. It is probable that opposition is 
coming, at any rate some of the time, from Jewish Christians, 
but apart from differences about myths, genealogies, and the 
law, we are not told much about where the differences lie. 
Here Scripture, presumably including the law, is given un- 
equivocal approval. If the NRSV translation of 3:16 is taken, 
the usefulness of all Scripture arises from the fact that it is 
divinely inspired. The alternative reading in the margin as- 
sumes that only those passages inspired by God are useful, i.e. 
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it assumes that some parts are not so inspired. This was 
indeed the belief among some early Gnostic groups such as 
the Marcionites, so it makes most sense to follow the NRSV 
translation. It is the usefulness of Scripture that is the sig- 
nificant point; different kinds of usefulness are immediately 
listed. v. 17, ‘everyone who belongs to God’ (cf. 1 Tim 6:11), 
probably refers to anyone in a position to teach or lead the 
congregation; such a person needs to be well versed in Scrip- 
ture as well as in Christian doctrine. The result will be good 
works (as in 1 Tim 2:10). 

Ch. 4 contains more intensely personal material than any 
other part of the Pastoral Epistles. The first section gives the 
impression, like 1:3-7 of being a personal ‘testament’; the 
passing on of instructions from an important person to his 
followers is a literary form found elsewhere in the NT, but it 
also has a long scriptural tradition (e.g. Deut 31:24, Isa 8:16). 
Its content is kerygmatic, like other doctrinal passages in the 
Pastorals; this is the most solemn both in form and content. 
Judgement is mentioned for the first time, which adds a note 
of real seriousness; in the presence of God the Saviour, Christ 
will judge the living and the dead. A picture of a God who had 
to approve one’s behaviour occurs in 2:14-19, but without 
mentioning judgement. Here, in language reminiscent of 1 
Cor 15:21-8 (cf. Acts 10:42; 1 Pet 4:5), judgement becomes 
explicit. But the favourite terminology of the Pastorals is not 
absent; Christ’s appearing, or epiphaneia, referring to his 
second coming, recurs in 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:8; and Titus 
2:13 (and in 2 Tim r:ro the same word refers to his incarna- 
tion), but ‘kingdom’ is mentioned only here and in 4:18. 
Timothy’s role is to preach the gospel, in favourable and 
unfavourable times, to make sure that the message is properly 
understood. ‘The time is coming’, has a sense of urgency 
about it, particularly as it seems to refer to events that are 
already beginning to take place (cf3:1-9). Sound doctrine will 
be rejected in favour of false teaching, myths will be believed 
instead of the truth. The prediction by Paul of the events that 
are happening in the community addressed by the Pastorals 
gives the sense that present events are part of God’s plan and 
Paul knew what was to happen. In spite of suffering, Timothy 
must continue his good work, and not be put off by the 
apostasy of some members of the community. 

Paul’s death is imminent; in 2 Timothy it has been made 
clear that he is in prison: now, in poignant language reminis- 
cent of Phil 2:17 (the only other use in the NT of the verb ‘pour 
out as a libation’, NRSV), Paul reveals that he is to be put to 
death. Looking back, Paul reviews his Christian ministry as a 
fight he has fought and as a race he has run, two familiar 
metaphors (1 Tim 6:12, cf. 1 Cor 9:25, 2 Tim 2:5; cf. Phil 2:16; 
3:13-14). His life is a model to Timothy and toall believers, the 
reward that awaits him and others who follow him is sure; it is 
the garland given to victors in athletic competitions, under- 
stood by Paul to be the reward for a life of virtue, and so used 
also in the early church of the reward for martyrs (cf. Mart. Pol. 
17.1; 19.2). 


Personal Comments and Salutations (4:9-22) 


(4:9-15) Many individuals; friends, fellow-workers, and com- 
panions of Paul are referred to, adding conviction to the 
pretence of Pauline authorship, and persuading some 
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commentators that at any rate fragments of the letters are 
genuine. Timothy must endeavour to visit Paul in prison, for, 
as he mentioned in 1:15, many others have left him. Only Luke 
remains (but cf. 4:21 where Paul seems to have several com- 
panions). Demas, whose name is found together with Luke’s 
and Mark’s in Col 4:14 and Philem 24 has actually deserted 
him (Demas is also named in Acts of Paul and Thecla, as is 
Hermogenes the coppersmith, cf. 2 Tim 1:15; this is possibly 
the same person as in 4:14. Both are said to be hypocrites). 
Crescens and Titus seem to have left but not deserted him. 
Tychicus is also mentioned in Titus 3:12 and in Acts 20:4; Col 
4:7; Eph 6:21. The reference to the cloak, books, and parch- 
ment left behind at Troas adds a final touch of verisimilitude 
to the picture. Alexander, possibly the same person as the 
Alexander of 1 Tim 1:20, is mentioned as an enemy. He may 
be the Alexander of Acts 19:33 who was a Jewish silversmith, 
not a coppersmith. At any rate this Alexander was well known 
to the community as an opponent. 


(4:16-18) It is difficult to identify Paul’s ‘first defence’ (4:16) 
with anything we hear about in Acts or in the other epistles, 
apart possibly from that mentioned in Phil 1:7, 16. There it is 
the defence of the gospel thatis referred to, here, it seems to be 
a more technical court appearance. However, historical iden- 
tification is neither possible nor necessary to understand the 
picture the author is presenting. Paul has survived one trial; 
the trial resulted in his desertion by his friends, but he was 
enabled to defend the gospel with God’s help. ‘Allthe Gentiles’ 
probably refers to those at his trial, but may be a reference to 
his whole Gentile mission. That time he survived, the next 
time he will be saved for God’s heavenly kingdom. He expects 
to die now, but his death will not be the end (cf. 4:8). 


(4:19-21) The final greetings name some familiar and some 
unfamiliar people. Prisca and Aquila are mentioned in an 
almost identical way at the end of Romans (16:3, cf. 1 Cor 
16:9 where they themselves send greetings). Onesiphorus is 
familiar from 1:16. Erastus was the name of the citytreasurer 
of Corinth (Rom 16:23), and in Acts 19:22 Paul sends a man 
called Erastus with Timothy from Ephesus to Macedonia. 
Trophimus appeared in Acts 20:4; 21:29, as an inhabitant of 
Ephesus. None of Paul’s current companions are mentioned 
elsewhere in the NT: Perhaps they were names familiar to the 
community. As a further personal touch Paul urges Timothy 
to travel before winter, because travel during that season was 
difficult and dangerous (cf. Titus 3:12). 

The final blessing is modelled on those in Gal 6:18; Phil 
4:23; and Philem 25. 
Titus 
Greetings and Instructions on Dealing with Deceivers 
(1:1-16 ) 
(11-4) The opening greeting of Titus is longer and fuller than 
its counterparts in 1 and 2 Timothy and includes a summary 
of the gospel message. Paul is named again as the sender, but 
here he is called slave as well as apostle as in Rom 1:1. Faith 
and knowledge of thetruth are said to accord with godliness or 
eusebeta (cf. 1 Tim 2:2, etc.). The idea of God’s plan of salvation 
is clearly set out again, here strengthened by the assertion that 
God never lies. This is never explicitly said of God elsewhere 
in the NT but it is a thought underlying the notion of prophecy 
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fulfilment throughout the NT: God’s plan of salvation in- 
cludes his promises in the past, and their fulfilment in the 
work of Christ, and in the work of those who proclaim the 
gospel, as well as the hope of eternal life. Both God and Christ 
are named as Saviour, because Christ carried out God’s work 
of salvation on earth. The title ‘Saviour’ is used frequently in 
the Pastoral Epistles; in Titus, for example, God and Christ are 
each described as Saviour three times. Two elements of the 
blessing are present in v. 4, rather than three as in 1 and 
2 Timothy. 

Titus, like Timothy in 1 Tim 1:2 is called ‘my loyal child’, in 
other words, legitimate successor. From Paul’s own letters he 
is known to be a Greek whom Paul and Barnabas took to 
Jerusalem (Gal 2:1, 3) and who was associated with the Cor- 
inthian church (2 Cor 7:6-16; 8:6, 16-17, 23; 12:18). In 1 Tim 
4:10, he is said to have been sent to Dalmatia. Like the setting 
of t and 2 Timothy, this setting is fictitious. 


(1:5-9) The situation envisaged at the beginning of the epistle 
is that Paul has instigated a successful mission in Crete and it 
is now Titus’ job to continue the work, ‘putting it in order’. 
(Crete is mentioned elsewhere inthe NTonly in Acts 27, when 
Paul did not visit the island intentionally, but his ship was 
wrecked as it sailed past.) Putting things in order consisted 
first in appointing elders in every town (cf. Acts 14:23), which 
in turn would discourage opposition. Qualifications are given 
for elders here which resemble those given in 1 Tim 3 for 
bishops (episkopot) and deacons. The use of the conjunction 
‘for’ at the beginning of v. 7 heading the list of qualities 
necessary for an episkopos implies an overlap in their roles; 
perhaps, as in Jewish communities of the diaspora, the epis- 
koposwas drawn from the ranks of the elders. In 1 Tim (5:1, 17, 
19) itis not clear that this was the case; there a council of elders 
with an episkopos at its head may have been envisaged. The 
episko pos is the steward of God’s household, a favourite image 
of the church in the Pastorals (e.g. 1 Tim 3:4; 5:12, 15). Paul, 
who was fond of using metaphors of service and slavery to 
describe his own role, used it of himself once in 1 Cor 4:1. But 
there he is the steward of the mysteries of God. To the exem- 
plary character of the episkopos, familiar from 1 Tim 3, is added 
the necessity of his having ‘a firm grasp of the word’, thatis, a 
clear understanding of the Christian message. This will en- 
able him not only to present the church’s teaching clearly but 
also to refute those who contradict it. 


(1:10-16) The character of those who contradict is then set 
out. That some of them are Jewish Christians now seems clear 
(v. 10). This fits with the impression given in 1 and 2 Timothy 
but not made explicit there. They are native Cretans, con- 
verted to Christianity from Judaism and now apparently re- 
verting in some way to their old faith and possibly advocating 
the circumcision of Gentile Christians. But as in 1 Tim 1:4 and 
2 Tim 4:4, it is their teaching of Jewish myths that occupies 
the author’s attention. Since we are given no further informa- 
tion, however, it is not possible to know whether these were 
Gnostic myths or more traditional scriptural myths. They also 
imposed Jewish commandments on their followers; perhaps 
food laws which the author did notaccept (cf. 1 Tim 4:3-5), and 
which may be alluded to in 1:15. Ascetics, whether Jewish or 
not, who refused to eat certain foods were condemned in 
1 Tim 4:4, for ‘all things created by God are pure’. Here such 
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people are condemned as having corrupt consciences; this is 
very strong condemnation for people whose understanding 
about purity is different from one’s own. But it is the obverse 
of believing that sound faith leads to good behaviour. How- 
ever, it contradicts Paul’s teaching on such matters in Rom 14 
and 1 Cor 8-10 where he is able to accommodate both points 
of view. 


Membership of the Community (2:1-3:11) 


The main section of Titus is reminiscent of I Timothy in that it 
describes the qualities of members of the community, inter- 
spersed with short doctrinal statements. Here the concern is 
not with the officers of the community, but with its ordinary 
members. It is introduced by the injunction to Titus to teach 
what is consistent with sound doctrine. This seems to entail 
good behaviour on the part of all members of the community. 
What follows resembles the lists of instructions about behav- 
iour in other NT epistles (Col 3:18-22; Eph 5.22—33; 1 Pet 2:18- 
3:9), butherethe grammatical form is different. Nevertheless, 
the list of qualities and duties required contains no surprises. 
Older men (not elders here; a related but not identical word is 
used) are encouraged to be temperate (cf. 1 Tim 6:11), serious 
(semnos, cf. 1 Tim 3:8, 11), and prudent (s6phron, cf. 1:8; 1 Tim 
3:2). These are virtues that would be admired throughout the 
Hellenistic world but specifically Christian virtues follow; they 
are to be sound in faith, in love, and in endurance (cf. 1:9; 1 
Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 3:10). A summary, in other words, of the 
qualities listed in ch. 1. 

Older women have more detailed instructions: prohibitions 
as well as positive admonitions. This is a much more general 
group than the widows of 1 Tim 5. They are to be reverent, and 
like those in 1 Tim 3:11, they must not be slanderers or slaves to 
drink. They can be teachers, presumably of the younger 
women, certainly not of men (1 Tim 2:12), they taught the 
female Christian virtues and not matters of doctrine. These 
virtues are then listed. To the modern eye they encourage 
submissive attitudes; they are, however, typical of attitudes 
everywhere in the Graeco-Roman world (e.g. Plut. Mor. 140¢, 
142d). It is possible that the opponents of ‘sound doctrine’ 
taught that women could remain single and continue to lead a 
full Christian life, and like Thecla become an itinerant 
preacher (see 2 TIM 3:1—9). In any case, that kind of behaviour 
in no way conforms to the ideals of this author, who believes a 
woman’s role is properly that of wife and mother, her salvation 
dependent on her fulfilling those roles submissively (cf. 1 Tim 
2:9-15). The motivation given here, however, is to prevent the 
church being discredited. Nothing in the behaviour of the 
members of the community must attract negative comment 
from its neighbours. 

Titus is urged to be a model for younger men in his behav- 
iour and teaching. Here it is opponents not secular neigh- 
bours who must find no object for criticism in the behaviour 
ofthe young men. The Pastoral Epistles show no sense of their 
community being threatened by persecution in a serious way, 
but the author does not want to attract attention to the church 
by odd or antisocial behaviour. Paul had a similar concern 
about people in Corinth speaking in tongues (1 Cor 14:23-5). 

Like women to their husbands, slaves are to be submissive 
to their masters. The teaching about slaves corresponds to 
contemporary thinking in every way. Just as attitudes to the 
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position of women have changed beyond all recognition, so 
have attitudes towards the institution of slavery. But at the 
time the letter was written the institution was never really 
questioned, though there was discussion of the proper treat- 
ment of slaves, particularly among the Stoics (e.g. Seneca, ‘On 
Master and Slave’, Epistles, 47). In parallel household rules in 
other NT epistles, the behaviour of masters to slaves, hus- 
bands to wives, and fathers to children is introduced to bal- 
ance the picture (Eph 6:1-9; Col 3:18-4:1; 1 Pet 2:18-3:7). The 
Pastoral Epistles enjoin no such commitments. The reason 
for the slaves’ submissive and obedient attitude that the letter 
recommends is given in 2:10 in a way very typical of the 
Pastoral Epistles; they are to be ‘an ornament to the doctrine 
of God our Saviour’. In other words, sound doctrine and 
ethics are inextricably linked even for slaves. 


(2:11-15) contains a typical doctrinal statement, interrupted 
by ethical exhortations in v. 12, recalling other such passages 
inthe other two epistles, but resembling most closely that in 2 
Tim 1:9-12. The close relationship between the death of 
Christ and the removal of sin is here expressed more clearly 
than anywhere else in the three epistles and in a way that 
entirely conforms to Paul’s own teaching. Typically for the 
Pastorals, the incarnation of Christ and his sacrifice are linked 
with the hope and expectation of his future coming. The 
Greek of 2:13 is ambiguous. The NRSV chooses to identify 
God our Saviour with Jesus Christ. Since he is nowhere else 
called God in the Pastoral Epistles—indeed his humanity is 
stressed in 1 Tim 2:5—the alternative translation, ‘our great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ’ is to be preferred. But, on 
the other hand, the immediate context of the verse with its 
imagery of royal epiphany might have encouraged the author 
to use the most exalted imagery of Christ at his parousia. 

The grace of God has brought salvation to all; the soterio- 
logy of the Pastorals is almost always inclusive rather than 
exclusive (e.g. 1 Tim 2:4, 6). The qualities that grace enables 
us to learn have been mentioned before, and include words 
belonging to the piety (eusebeia) as well as restraint (sophro- 
suné) groups. The connection between God’s gracious act of 
salvation in Christ’s coming and death with present Christian 
behaviour has never been expressed more clearly. The word 
used for redemption here is cognate with that used for ransom 
in 1 Tim 2:6; Christ’s death is the price of redemption. The 
idea of purification of a people is not Pauline as ideas of 
ransom are, but is reminiscent of 1 Pet 2:9. The final injunc- 
tion adds weight and authority to his teaching. 


(3:1-2) The face the church presents is to be that of peaceful 
and helpful people, both in the public realm towards the 
government and also towards private individuals. The injunc- 
tion to be subject to rulers is familiar from 1 Tim 2:2 and from 
Rom 13:1-7 (cf. also 1 Pet 2:13-17 where it is placed in a list of 
duties as it is here). ‘Remind them’, an expression also used in 
2 Tim 2:14, seems to introduce a general instruction for the 
community as a whole rather than for a particular group. 


(3:3-8a) The courtesy which is owed to those outside the 
church is explained by reference to the experience of each 
individual in the community before becoming Christian. 
Usually in the Pastorals lists like this provide a contrast be- 
tween the behaviour of the opponents and that advocated for 
believers. Here, on the other hand, the list points up the 
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contrast between the good moral behaviour of members of the 
community which arises out of sound doctrine and the same 
people’s earlier moral turpitude. The two lists only partly 
correspond with one another; there are closer links with simi- 
lar lists in Eph 2:2; 5:8; 1 Cor 6:11. So it is clear that lists of 
‘before and after’ behaviour were becoming a commonplace 
of Christian preaching. The use of the metaphor of slavery to 
sin is familiar from Paul (e.g. Rom 6:6). 


(3:4-8a) describes the means by which this change has come 
about for believers. This is the final summary of ‘sound doc- 
trine’ in the epistles, signalled by ‘the saying is sure’ inv. 8. As 
always in the Pastorals, the soteriology is theocentric. God is 
Saviour, and salvation comes not as a reward for good deeds 
but from God’s mercy. The incarnation, not Christ’s death, is 
identified here as the turning-point in salvation history when 
God’s goodness and loving kindness (philanthropia, lit. love 
for human beings) were revealed. The crucifixion is referred 
to only twice in the Pastorals, as the decisive soteriological 
moment, in 1 Tim 2:6 and Titus 2:14. The author prefers to 
balance the first and the future epiphanies to describe God’s 
work of salvation; this passage can be paralleled with 2:11-14 
where the future manifestation of Christ completes the pro- 
cess of salvation. 

The decisive moment for individuals was baptism, here 
described as the water of rebirth and renewal; the moment 
when ‘he saved us’. Justification by grace, a truly Pauline idea, 
is not explained, but like ‘saved’ in v. 5, the emphasis is on a 
past event, enabling believers to become ‘heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life’. The process of salvation is not yet 
complete, but believers can feel certain of their part in it. 
Paul’s understanding of justification is complex, but contrasts 
faith as the central element of salvation with works of the law. 
The Pastoral Epistles’ emphasis, on the other hand, is on the 
close relationship between belief in sound doctrine and the 
good works which follow. The two ideas are not opposed to 
one another, but are distinctly different. 


74. Philemon 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Paul’s Imprisonment. The apostle Paul, according to 1 Clem. 
5, 5-6, was ‘in chains’ seven times. In 2 Cor 11:23, Paul himself 
boasts of having experienced ‘far more imprisonments’ than 
his detractors. Ironically, the one who had formerly im- 
prisoned Christians (cf. Acts 8:3; 22:4; 26:10) frequently found 
himselfincarcerated. During one such experience, he wrote to 
Philemon and the church that was in his house. Only twenty- 
five verses long, Paul’s letter is replete with rhetorical disso- 
nance, subtlety, and wordplay. The epistle offers little insight 
intoits provenance or dating. Whether it was written in Rome, 
Ephesus, Philippi, or elsewhere is not of primary concern. 
Whether it was written towards the end of Paul’s life or 
towards the beginning of his mission is not revealed. Rather, 
the most salient aspects of the letter are Paul’s rhetoric and his 
imprisonment (cf. w. 10, 13, 22). 


B. Onesimus. 1. Although the figure of Onesimus is not in- 
troduced until almost half-way through the letter (in v. 10), the 
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(3:8b-11) concerns relationships between Titus and members 
of the community who indulge in controversy and argument. 
Such behaviour is contrasted with the good works that profit 
the whole community. That the difficulties are caused by 
Jewish Christians is suggested by the fact that some of 
the debates concern the law. Genealogies are also mentioned 
as a focus of dispute as they were in 1 Tim 1:4. After two 
attempts at putting them straight, Titus is told to ignore 
such argumentative people; they are the cause of their own 
condemnation. 


Personal Matters (3:12-16) 


Personal details at the end of the book add a final touch of 
verisimilitude to the fictional situation. Paul hopes that Titus 
will come to him soon in Nicopolis, a city not mentioned 
elsewhere in the NT and probably to be understood as the 
city of Nicopolis in Epirus. Since the city does not appear in 
Acts and is not mentioned by Paul, any attempt to locate this 
letter at a particular point in Paul’s life as we know it is impos- 
sible. Artemas is unknown tous. Tychicus was mentioned in 2 
Tim 4:12 and the name appears elsewhere in the NT (Acts 
20:4; Eph 6:21; Col 4:7). Zenas the lawyer is unknown but 
Apollos is known to us from both 1 Corinthians and Acts (1 
Cor 1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 4:6; Acts 18:24; 19:1). Perhaps we are to 
envisage them as the bearers of the Epistle to Titus. They are 
to be well looked after and perhaps given financial support for 
their onward journey. Travel in winter was unadvisable, so 
Paul had decided to spend the winter in Nicopolis. A final 
injunction to good works precedes the final greeting. 
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interpretation of this figure has typically framed how the 
epistle has been approached. Onesimus generally is seen in 
one of three ways: (1) as a runaway slave (cf. Lohse 1971; 
R. P. Martin 1974; Caird 1976; Nordling 1991); (2) as an 
estranged slave, appealing to his owner’s friend (amicus 
domini) (cf. Lampe 1985; Rapske 1991; Bartchy 1992); or (3) 
as a slave, sent by Philemon, to serve Paul in prison (cf. Knox 
1959; Winter 1984; 1987; Wansink 1996). 

2. The first two characterizations generally focus on w. 11, 
15, and 18, and, as discussed in the commentary below, tend to 
undervalue Greek word plays, conventions of ancient slavery 
and, particularly, Paul’s location (in prison). For a number of 
additional reasons, it seems unlikely that Onesimus either ran 
away or was estranged from his master: (1) If Onesimus had 
run away or faced estrangement, his owner probably would 
not have known where he was. Here, however, Philemon 
appears to have known that Onesimus was with Paul (Winter 
1987). (2) It seems unreasonable to believe that Onesimus 
would run away from his master in order to escape into prison. 
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Such a hypothesis seems to ignore Paul’s imprisonment. (3) If 
Onesimus were estranged from Philemon and in need of 
reconciliation, his conversion to the Christian faith—under 
such conditions—could well appear feigned and opportunis- 
tic. (4) Although Paul asks that Philemon support Onesimus, 
he does not request pity or forgiveness on behalfof Onesimus. 
Onesimus is not presented in any way as remorseful or re- 
pentant. 

3. It appears that Onesimus neither ran away nor was 
estranged from his master. Writing from prison, Paul thanks 
the recipients of the epistle for their support. He sees his 
relationship with them as similar to that of ‘partners’. And 
when he returns a person who had been with him in prison, 
he feels justified in asking that this person be received with 
respect and care. That is the situation in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians. That is also the situation in Philemon. In Philip- 
pians, Epaphroditus was messenger and minister to Paul’s 
needs. He had been sent to Paul by the Philippians, he had 
served this prisoner on their behalf, and he then returned to 
his community. Onesimus, similarly, appears to have been 
sent by Philemon to serve Paul while he was in prison. During 
this service, however, something unique happened. Onesi- 
mus became a Christian and Paul had now found a new 
colleague in ministry. If the pagan slave Onesimus was sent 
by his owner to ‘refresh’ the imprisoned, if he was no runaway 
looking for quick redemption and forgiveness, generations of 
Christian interpreters have cheated Onesimus out of the in- 
tegrity of his faith. 


COMMENTARY 
Prescript and Thanksgiving (1-7) 


(1-3) Prescript The references in wv. rand 9 reflect Paul’s first 
written use of the appellation ‘prisoner of Christ Jesus’ (cf. 2 
Tim 1:8; Eph 3:1; 4:1; 3 Cor. 3.1). Some see this expression as 
reflecting only Paul’s presence in prison. Others understand it 
metaphorically, in the light of triumphal marches (cf. Stuhl- 
macher 1981) or initiations into mystery cults (cf. Reitzenstein 
1978). Most interpreters, however, see Paul’s status as ‘pris- 
oner’ as resulting either ‘because of’ or for the sake of’ Christ 
Jesus (cf. PHILEM 9; PHILEM 23 offers an alternative interpre- 
tation). ‘Philemon, our beloved brother and fellow worker’ 
(NASB). Ironically, only one other individual in this letter is 
referred to as ‘beloved’: Onesimus (in v. 16). ‘Co-worker’: like 
the four persons mentioned in v. 24, Philemon is a fellow 
worker, apparently one who assists the imprisoned apostle. 
v. 2, ‘Apphia’: some commentators see her as Philemon’s wife. 
Regardless, she is a Christian (i.e. ‘sister’). ‘Archippus’: the 
appellation ‘fellow-soldier’ (cf. Phil 2:25) does not necessarily 
refer to one who performs a specific task within the church. 
Because soldiers were well known for their loyalty, the title 
may representa character attribute (for other martial imagery, 
see PHILEM 23). The admonitions to a certain Archippus in 
Col 4:17 led Knox to ask if Paul’s admonitions in Philemon 
were directed primarily to Archippus (cf. Knox 1959). ‘To the 
church in your house’: the earliest Christians gathered and 
worshipped in private homes (cf. PHILEM 22). v. 3, salutation: 
‘Grace to you and peace’. To readers of Greek epistles, charis 
(‘grace’) would have sounded similar to the typical epistolary 
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greeting chairein (‘greetings’; cf. Jas 1:1). Paul thus uses word- 
play in a way in which his greeting bears theological import. 
His use of the word ‘peace’, in the second part of this greeting, 
probably reflects the typical Hebrew and Aramaic salutation 
shalom (salém). 

(4-7) Thanksgiving The thanksgiving establishes the major 
themes and expectations of the epistle. v. 4, although this 
letteris addressed to an entire house-church, the Greek makes 
clear that Paul’s thanksgiving is now directed to one indivi- 
dual, presumably Philemon. v. 5, Paul acknowledges that he 
has heard of Philemon’s ‘love’ and ‘faith’ towards Jesus and all 
‘the saints’. In v. 6 Paul expounds on this faith and in v. 7 the 
love. v. 6, I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we [other ancient 
authorities read ‘you’] may do for Christ’. The word for ‘shar- 
ing’—koinénia—is a technical term frequently associated 
with commerce in the Graeco-Roman world (cf. Sampley 
1980). Cf. v. 17 where Paul more explicitly uses the language 
of commerce. Paul refers to ‘the good’ again inv. 14. v.7, joy’, 
a typical catchphrase of Pauline rhetoric in Philippians is 
frequently used during times of persecution. Paul notes his 
own joy and comfort in Philemon’s love, ‘because the hearts 
(splagchna) of the saints’ had been ‘refreshed’ through Phile- 
mon. Here Paul sets the stage for the main concerns in the 
letter. Similar references reappear in v. 12, where Paul de- 
scribes Onesimus as his splagchna and in v. 20 where Paul 
encourages Philemon to ‘refresh my heart (splagchna) in 
Christ’. Note that around the year 110 cE, when the bishop 
Ignatius was being taken in chains to Rome, he wrote to the 
Ephesians, thanking them for ‘refreshing’ him through Cro- 
cus and others whom they had sent to be with him while he 
was a prisoner (cf. Ign. Eph. 2. 1-2) (cf. Wansink 1996). 


Body: Paul’s Request (8-20) 


w. 8-9, Paul opens his request by acknowledging that 
although he is ‘bold enough’ to command Philemon to do 
his duty, he would rather appeal to him ‘on the basis of love’ 
(cf. vv. 5, 7). Paul notes that he makes such an appeal as a 
‘présbutes, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus’. The 
Greek term présbutes has been translated both as ‘old man’ and 
as ‘ambassador’. When the received text is emended (Light- 
foot 1904) or when comparisons are made to 2 Cor 5:19b-204 
and Eph 6:20 (cf. Stuhlmacher 1981), this word sometimes is 
translated as ‘ambassador’. However, since Paul has just 
announced that he would not exploit his authority to give 
commands (v. 8), referring to himself now as an ‘ambassador’ 
would seem contradictory. Furthermore, recent lexical studies 
emphasize that ‘old man’ would be the most appropriate 
translation for this Greek term (cf. Gnilka 1982; Birdsall 
1993). Paul, thus, is seeking empathy. He is old and, further- 
more, he is in a situation inappropriate for a person of his age: 
he is a prisoner. These two epithets share at least one key 
characteristic: both the elderly and the imprisoned were seen 
as vulnerable and dependent upon others (Hock 1995). ‘Pris- 
onerof Christ Jesus’: the point seems to be that prisoners were 
dependent on support from outsiders (cf. v. 13). At the same 
time, the constellation of military metaphors in this letter 
points to an even richer meaning for this appellation (cf. 
PHILEM 23). v. 10, ‘Onesimus’: literally ‘useful’ in Greek. In 
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this first reference to Onesimus, Paulis not explicit about how 
these two came to be together. Apparently Philemon already 
knew. “My child’: in the Pauline and Deutero-Pauline litera- 
ture, Onesimus, Titus (Titus 1:4), and Timothy (1 Cor 4:17; 
Phil 2:22; 1 Tim 1:2, 18; 2 Tim 1:2; 2:1) are the only specific 
individuals whom Paul refers to as his children. The lan- 
guage, thus, is quite intimate. As in 1 Cor 4:17 and Phil 2:22, 
here Paul uses the word ‘child’ in commending to the addres- 
sees the one whom Paul, himself, is sending. “Whose father I 
have become’: Onesimus was converted by the imprisoned 
apostle. v. 11, by postponing the word ‘Onesimus’ to the end of 
v. 10, the Greek highlights the wordplays in v. 11. Immediately 
we are told that Onesimus was formerly ‘useless’ (achréstos) 
but ‘now is useful (euchréstos) both to you and to me’. In what 
respect was Onesimus ‘useless’ (achréstos)? It is difficult to 
know if Paul is using this expression in a literal, figurative, or 
simply rhetorical sense. The reference to ‘Onesimus’ as hav- 
ing been ‘useless’ would have sounded ironic to the original 
readers of this letter. The wordplay is even more notable when 
we look at achréstos in the light ofv. 10. Onesimus became a 
Christian while with Paul. Before Onesimus met Paul he was 
not a Christian. He was achristos (without Christ). In Koine 
Greek, achristos and achréstos were homophones. Thus, Paul is 
saying: Before Onesimus was a Christian, he was named 
Onesimus (or ‘useful’). At that time, however, he was not truly 
useful, because he was achréstos/achristos. Now that he is a 
Christian, however, he is truly useful (cf. Winter 1987). As 
Philemon’s messenger and minister to Paul, Onesimus would 
be useful to both persons. v. 12, ‘Iam sending him, that is, my 
own heart, back to you.’ The Greek verb employed here is 
frequently used to refer to the return of messengers or envoys. 
“My ownheart’ (cf. PHILEM 7, 20): the Greek word splagchna, 
translated as ‘heart’, is also asynonym for the Greek word pais 
(child) (cf. Artemidorus, Oneitrocritica, 1. 44). v. 13, ‘I wanted to 
keep him with me’ (Paul wants Philemon to make his own 
choice; vv. 9, 14, 21), ‘so that he might be of service to me in 
your place’. In prison, Paul would have been dependent on 
outsiders for food, clothing, the delivering of letters, etc. v. 14, 
‘T preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that 
your good deed might be voluntary’. In v. 6, Paul prays that 
Philemon might effectively share his faith when he perceives 
‘all the good that we [the imprisoned?] may do for Christ’. 
Here Paul expects that Philemon—with free will and this 
knowledge—will use his goodness appropriately. v. 15, ‘Per- 
haps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while’. 
Those interpreters who claim that Onesimus was a runaway 
slave tend to see this verse as Paul’s euphemistic handling ofa 
delicate situation (cf. Stéger 1971; Lohse 1971). The Greek 
word translated as ‘separated’, however, does not necessarily 
mean ‘ran away’. Slaves were often separated from their own- 
ers, conducting business for them, delivering letters, helping 
others, or simply working where their labour was needed (cf. 
D. B. Martin 1990). What Paul directly acknowledges is that 
this separation has resulted in a change in Onesimus’ status 
and how he is to be viewed. v. 16, ‘no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother’. Onesimus was converted in 
prison and just as Philemon is referred to as ‘beloved’ (v. 1), 
just as he is referred to as Paul’s ‘brother’ (wv. 7, 20), so 
Onesimus here is referred to as a ‘beloved brother’. wv. 17- 
18, ‘If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, 
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charge that to my account.’ The ‘if? which begins this sen- 
tence makes the apodosis hypothetical (cf. C. J. Martin 1992). 
Onesimus did not necessarily wrong Philemon or owe him 
anything. At the same time, slavery in the Graeco-Roman 
world often resulted from personal bankruptcy or need. Un- 
derthese conditions, individuals were slaves because they were 
in debt to their masters. Furthermore, even ifa slave owed his 
master nothing, ifthatslave were to be freed, the owner would 
expect recompense: he would be reluctant to give away what 
he considered to be an investment. v. 19, ‘I, Paul, am writing 
(egrapsa) this with my own hand’. The epistolary aorist func- 
tions like a signature on a typed letter (cf. Gal 6:11; Col 4:18; 1 
Cor 16:21). Paul is serious about this request. ‘I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self’. Paul apparently 
was responsible not only for the conversion of Onesimus but 
also for that of Onesimus’ owner. v. 20, ‘Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord!’ In v. 7, after 
Paul writes that the hearts of the saints had been refreshed 
through Philemon, he refers to him as ‘brother’. Here, 
similarly, Paul refers to Philemon as ‘brother’, and asks that 
he benefit him by refreshing his heart in Christ. Just as 
Philemon refreshes ‘the hearts of the saints’, so he is to 
refresh Paul. The verse has, however, yet another implica- 
tion. In v. 12, Paul refers to Onesimus as ‘my heart’. Paul’s 
reference to Onesimus in v. 20 hinges on the equation Paul 
makes in v. 7. Thus, when Paul writes ‘let me have this 
benefit (onaimén) from you in the Lord’, the term onaimen is 
not coincidental. In a letter inundated with wordplay, the 
similarities between onaimén and Onesimus (onésimos) 
would have been obvious to a Greek-speaking audience. 
Thus, Philemon here is called upon to refresh both Paul and 
Onesimus. 


Final Prayer, Greetings, and Blessing (21-5) 


vv. 21-2, Paul is confident about both Philemon’s obedience 
and his own release from prison. Furthermore, he asks Phi- 
lemon to prepare lodging for him. House-churches were not 
only for worship, Christian meetings, and moral instruction, 
but also for hosting travellers and guests. Just as Paul had 
prayed for Philemon (cf. pH1LEM 4), so he asks that this 
community pray for him in his imprisonment. Paul employs 
the second person plural pronoun, clearly emphasizing his 
relationship with the entire community. v. 23, ‘Fellow pris- 
oner’. The Greek sunaichmalotos actually means ‘fellow pris- 
oner of war’. The term points to more than merely shared 
imprisonment. When Paul, by implication, refers to himself 
both as a ‘soldier’ (cf. pHILEM 2) and as a ‘prisoner of war’, the 
implication is that Paul’s imprisonment followed naturally 
from his commitment to Christ Jesus. Like famed Roman 
soldiers, and like Socrates, Paul and Epaphras refused to 
desert their posts, regardless if it would lead to imprisonment 
or death (cf. Knox 1955; Wansink 1996). v. 24, Paul refers to 
the others with him as ‘fellow workers’ (cf. pH1LEM 1). Of 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, the latter figure has 
provoked the most interest. In 2 Tim 4:11, he isthelast person 
to remain with the imprisoned apostle. In Col 4:14, he is called 
‘the beloved physician’. Because ancient sources see illness as 
a terrifying threat faced by the imprisoned, it is interesting to 
note that each of the references to Luke—the physician— 
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appears only in epistles said to have been written from prison. 
v. 25, a traditional final greeting. 
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75. Hebrews 


INTRODUCTION 


Among the letters attributed to St Paul appears a lengthy work 
celebrating the person and work of Jesus Christ and encour- 
aging fidelity to his covenant. Although the attribution is 
certainly secondary, the document is a masterpiece of early 
Christian homiletics, weaving creative scriptural exegesis 
with effective exhortation. 


A. Authorship. 1. Hebrews does not name its author. A refer- 
ence to ‘our brother Timothy’ (13:23) may have occasioned the 
tradition that Paul composed the work. Differences in style 
and theology between Hebrews and the assuredly genuine 
epistles of Paul make that attribution most unlikely. Attempts 
to preserve some degree of Pauline authorship have centred 
on ch. 13 and its epistolary conclusion (13:18—25), which some 
have seen as Paul’s endorsement of a collaborator’s work. 
Although the conclusion may be an addition, it coheres with 
the body of the homily and is probably by the same, non- 
Pauline, hand. 

2. The tradition of Pauline authorship was not uniform. 
Tertullian, in late second-century North Africa, attributed 
Hebrews to Barnabas. In second-century Alexandria learned 
leaders of the Church knew but doubted the attribution to 
Paul. Clement of Alexandria reconciled popular tradition with 
literary analysis by suggesting that Paul had dictated the text 
to a scribe such as Luke or Clement of Rome. In the third 
century, Origen summarized earlier speculation, agreed that 
the contents were worthy of Paul, but concluded that ‘God 
only knows’ who actually wrote it. More recent scholars 
have proposed other candidates, including Apollos and Syl- 
vanus. Evidence for any is indecisive and the author remains 
anonymous. 
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HAROLD W. ATTRIDGE 


B. Date. 1. Dating is equally problematic. Suggestions 
have ranged from the middle to the end of the first century. 
Some scholars have argued that the lack of an explicit 
reference to the destruction of the Jerusalem temple, which 
occurred in 70 cE during the Jewish revolt against Rome, 
dates the work prior to 70. Yet Jewish authors after 70, includ- 
ing the historian Josephus and the compilers of the Mishnah, 
refer to the temple and its cultic system as extant. Hopes for 
restoration remained alive and expressed themselves in terms 
of the presence of ideal realities. Furthermore, Hebrews refers 
not to the temple reconstructed by Herod the Great, but to the 
tabernacle of Scripture. Hebrews is interested in biblical sym- 
bolism, not the fate of the cultic site. The condition of the 
temple is, therefore, irrelevant to dating. 

2. While a specific date proves elusive, the general range 
within which Hebrews was written is clear. The work is cer- 
tainly known to 1 Clement, an exhortation from the leadership 
of the church at Rome to Corinth. Although the date of 1 
Clement is debated, it is not likely to be later than 110 cx. At 
the other end of the spectrum, the traditions in Hebrews 
certainly required time to develop. It is unlikely that they 
reached their current form before 50 cz. The homily, there- 
fore, was composed in the second half of the first century, 
probably between 55 and 90 cE. 


C. Addressees. The greeting from ‘those from Italy’ (13:24) 
suggests that the intended recipients of the work’s written 
form were also ‘Italians’. It is possible that they were a com- 
munity, military or mercantile, located outside the homeland, 
but it is more likely that they were in Italy itself, where 
Hebrews is known by the end of the first century. Paul’s epistle 
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tothe Romans indicates that by approximately 55 cea Christian 
congregation flourished in the capital. This community, 
or some portion of it, could have been the intended recipients 
of the homily. 


D. Genre and Structure. 1. The end of ch. 13 (13:18—25) reads 
muchlikealetterand has close parallels with Pauline epistles. 
The rest of the text differs markedly from the other letters of 
the New Testament. The conclusion, therefore, was probably 
designed to transmit the work to a distant audience. 

2. As a whole Hebrews is a striking example of rhetoric 
serving scriptural exegesis. In making God’s word effective 
(I:I-4; 4:12-13) the text revels in human words. It abounds in 
ornamental devices, including alliteration, anaphora, asson- 
ance, chiasm, litotes, paronomasia, and other figures of 
speech. Hebrews deploys a rich vocabulary, using illustrations 
and metaphors from various spheres: agriculture (6:7-8), 
athletics (5:14; 12:1-3), education (5:12-14), law (9:16-17), 
and seafaring (6:19). 

3. Defined as ‘word of exhortation’ (13:22), Hebrews clearly 
adapts the homiletic forms of Hellenistic Judaism. The text 
grounds its exhortations not in general appeals to logic or 
emotion, but in exposition of an authoritative text. Some 
sections, e.g. chs. 3 and 4, illustrate formal homiletic patterns 
built around exposition of a cited text. At the centre of Heb- 
rews a lengthy exposition of the significance of the Day of 
Atonement reveals a similar structure. A preface summarizes 
and introduces certain themes (8:1-5). A citation from Jer 
31:31-4 follows. The homilist then explores the text in bal- 
anced units playing upon several antitheses (9:1-10:10). A 
summary repeats elements of the scriptural text (10:11-18); a 
hortatory application follows (10:19—-39). 

4. Homiletic devices appear in other portions of the work. 
Stern warnings against the dangers of apostasy punctuate the 
text (2:1-4; 6:1-20; 10:26-31; 12:14-17; 12:25-9). The cata- 
logue of exemplars of faith in ch. 11 resembles appeals to 
examples of virtue in Hellenistic moral discourse. Exegetical 
strategies also vary, from the concatenation of scriptural 
citations in ch. 1 through the playful reflection on Melchize- 
dek in ch. 7. 

5. The interplay of exegesis and exhortation in carefully 
balanced segments leads to a climactically ordered composi- 
tion that builds an appeal for renewed faith. That structure 
may be outlined as follows: 


Exordium: The Definitive Word (1:1-4) 
Christ Exalted and Humiliated, a Suitable High Priest (1:5-2:18) 
A Catena of Scriptural Citations (1:5-14) 
Transitional Admonition: To Attend Carefully (2:1—4) 
The Subjection and Glorification of the Son (2:5-9) 
Christ and his Family (2:10-18) 
Christ Faithful and Merciful (3:1-5:10) 
A Homily on Faith (3:1-4:11) 
Transitional Exhortation: Approach the Merciful High 
Priest (4:14—-16) 
The Merciful Christ and the High Priests (5:1-10) 
The Priestly Work of Christ (5:11-10:18) 
Transitional Admonition (5:11-6:20) 
Scriptural Reflection: Christ and Melchizedek (7:1-28) 
Scriptural Reflection: Christ’s Sacrifice and the New 
Covenant (8:1-10:18) 
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Exhortation to Faithful Endurance (10:19-12:13) 
Transitional Admonition: Hold Fast to the Faith; Warning 
and Encouragement (10:19-39) 
A Celebration of the Faithful (11:1-12:3) 
A Homily on Endurance (12:4-13) 
Final Advice about Life in the New Covenant (12:14-13:17) 
Transitional Admonition (12:14-17) 
Sinai and the Heavenly Jerusalem (12:18-29) 
Concluding Exhortations (13:1-17) 
Benediction and Epistolary Postscript (13:18—-25) 


E. The Message of Hebrews. The homily balances exposition 
and exhortation. The exposition portrays Christ as the cause of 
the addressees’ salvation (2:10; 5:9; 9:14) and the model for 
their behaviour (12:1-2). The exhortation has two aspects 
expressed in recurring motifs. On the one hand the homilist 
urges his addressees to ‘hold fast’ to what they have, their 
confession, their partnership with Christ, the virtues that are 
appropriate to that partnership (3:6; 3:14). He also urges them 
to ‘move’ either ‘in’ towards the Christ who can be for them a 
source of aid and comfort, or ‘out’ to ‘endure’ a world that 
challenges their commitments and confession (13:13). Warn- 
ings alternate with hopeful assurances based on Christ’s 
presence as a sympathetic mediator (4:14-16; 7:23—4). Cove- 
nant fidelity requires faith, hope, and charity (10:22-5), but 
also specific virtues (13:1-17). 


COMMENTARY 
Exordium: The Definitive Word (1:14) 


Hebrews begins sonorously, with a ringing evocation of the 
person at the centre of the theology of the work. Alliteration 
and assonance mark the opening verse, which builds in a 
series of balanced clauses to the affirmation of the Son’s 
exalted status. In the process, the homilist sounds several 
key themes interwoven throughout the homily. v. 1, God’s 
speech of long ago forms the foundation of Hebrews, which 
will use texts from the Torah, the Prophets, and the psalms to 
construct its message. The exegesis of those texts aims to 
make the word of God a vital reality. v. 2, the final and defini- 
tive vehicle for God’s revelation is the ‘Son’. That he has 
spoken ‘in these last days’ suggests not merely that he 
delivered his message recently, but that the context of his 
speech is the final act in the salvific drama, the imminent 
divine judgement; cf. 9:28; 10:25; 12:18-29. The note that the 
Son is ‘heir of all things’ introduces a recurrent theme (cf. v. 4; 
I:14; 3:1; 6:17; 9:15; 12:25-9), among both Hellenistic Jews (e.g. 
Philo, Quis Heres) and early Christians. The latter expected to 
be heirs of God’s kingdom (e.g., Mt 5:5; 25:35; 1 Cor 6:9-10), 
immortality or eternal life (Mt 19:29; Mk 10:17; Lk 10:25; 1 Cor 
15:50), salvation (1 Pet 1:4—5), or the heavenly city (Rev 21:2—7). 
The basic structure ofthe motif resembles Gal 3:23—4:7, where 
Christ’s status as heir secures the inheritance of his followers. 
An evocation of Christ’s role in creation balances the affirm- 
ation of his eschatological status as heir. Like other early 
Christians (Jn 1:3; 1 Cor 8:6; Rom 11:36; Col 1:16), Hebrews 
exalts the significance of Jesus by transferring to him 
attributes of divine Wisdom (Prov 8:22-31). v. 3, Sapiential 
tradition is transparent in the affirmation that the Son is the 


HEBREWS 


‘reflection of God’s glory’, which echoes Wis 7:26. The 
description of Christ as the ‘imprint of God’s very being’ 
juxtaposes a monetary image (charaktér: ‘stamp’) and a meta- 
physical term (hypostasis). The former term parallels afhrm- 
ations about Christas the ‘image’ (eikon) of the divine (cf. 2 Cor 
4:4; Rom 8:29; Col 1:15). The philosophical term reappears at 
3:14 and 11:1 with varying connotations. Creation is not the 
sole venue of the Son’s activity. Like the powerful force of 
divine Wisdom who ‘pervades, penetrates and renews’ all 
things (Wis 7:24—7), the Son too ‘sustains all things by his 
powerful word’. The Jewish philosopher and exegete Philo 
also remarked frequently on the sustaining activity of the 
Logos or Word of God (Som. 1.241; Quis Heres, 7; Migr. Abr. 
6). Such affirmations may underlie Hebrews, although here 
the divine word is embodied in a human person. The homilist 
is not concerned with cosmology, but with the way in which 
the Son sustains a community struggling to be faithful (cf. 
4:14-16; 12:1-2). The heart of the Son’s activity is his sacrificial 
death, whereby he effected ‘purification for sins’. This phrase 
adumbrates the complex theme of Christ’s priestly action that 
will dominate the central chapters (8:1-10:18, esp. 9:13-14, 
26). Of equal structural significance is the picture of the Son’s 
session ‘at the right hand’. The image derives from Ps rro:1, 
the celebration of the enthronement of an Israelite king. 
Inspired by Jewish literature portraying the exaltation of the 
persecuted righteous (e.g. 1 Enoch 45:3; 79:27-9; T. Levi 2-5; 
Wis 2:4-5), early Christians regularly affirmed God’s vindica- 
tion of Christ in terms of his exaltation, using Ps 110:1 to refer 
to that event (Mt 22:44; Acts 2:34—-5; Eph 1:20; 1 Pet 3:22). The 
Psalm’s imagery reappears at key points in Hebrews (1:14; 8:1; 
10:12; 12:2), articulating its structure and advancing the 
heavenly status of the Son as a ground for hope. Unlike other 
early Christian texts, Hebrews also uses another verse from 
the Psalm to establish a relationship between Christ and 
Melchizedek (cf. Ps 110:4 at 5:6; 6:20; 7:1-28). v. 4, the affir- 
mation that the Son is ‘superior to the angels’ has been 
construed as polemic against Christians or Jews who accorded 
too high a status to angels or against Christians who consid- 
ered the exalted Christ an angel. Hebrews offers no evi- 
dence of such polemical concerns elsewhere. The remark 
stands in continuity with the scenario of exaltation, in 
which a status higher than the angels is common (cf. 
Phil 2:9-10; Col 1:15-18; Eph 1:21; 1 Pet 3:22). The phrase 
affords a transition to the collection of citations about the 
exalted one in v. 5. The exordium ends with an argument 
about Christ’s ‘inherited’ name. To obtain a special name is 
also part of a process of exaltation (cf. Phil 2:9; 3 Enoch 12:15; 
Philo, Conf: Ling. 146). Though not specified, the name is 
certainly ‘Son’, a title that begins the following catena and 
plays a role in the contrast between Christ and Moses (3:6). 
The imagery of ‘inheritance’ associated with the moment of 
glorification stands in tension with the affirmation of the 
Son’s role in creation. The homilist has not systematized his 
Christological traditions but has interwoven two formally dis- 
tinct models in his affirmation of Christ’s heavenly status. 


Christ Exalted and Humiliated, a Suitable High Priest 
(1:5-2:18) 

(1:5-14) A Catena of Scriptural Citations The rest of the chap- 
ter consists of citations from Scripture, primarily the Psalms. 
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Formally, the chapter resembles collections of citations made 
by members of the sectarian community at Qumran (4QFlor; 
4QTestim). Like such collections, this catena applies scrip- 
tural verses to a contemporary situation. The catena in its 
entirety exalts the Son, arguing that he is superior to beings 
assumed to be of high status, the angels. v. 5, the rhetorical 
question introducing Ps 2:7 links the catena with the exor- 
dium and, with the reference to the angels in v. 14, frames the 
catena. The artificial connection between the frame and the 
contents suggests that, at least in part, the collection derives 
from a traditional florilegium serving catechetical or apolo- 
getic needs. The first text cited, Ps 2:7, which reappears at 5:5, 
is linked with 2 Sam 7:14, a combination attested in the Dead 
Sea scrolls (cf. 4QFlor 1.10-11 and 18-19). Both texts originally 
expressed Israel’s royal ideology, according to which the king, 
at his accession (‘today’), became God’s adopted son. 2 Sam 
7:14 is part of Nathan's oracle, promising YHWH’s fidelity 
to David’s household. Early Christians linked Ps 2:7 with 
Christ’s baptism (Mt 3:16-17; Mk 1:10-11; Lk 3:21-2) and 
exaltation (Acts 13:33-4). 2 Sam 7:14 applies to believers, not 
Christ, at 2 Cor 6:18 and Rev 21:7. v. 6, the introduction of this 
verse has raised difficulties. The most natural reading sug- 
gests that the homilist construes the verse to be a call to angels 
to worship the Son at his birth. Some scholars refer ‘the world’ 
to the supernal or heavenly realm. Others take the adverb 
‘again’ temporally and construe the event to be Christ’s par- 
ousia. The adverb in this context has no temporal sense, but 
simply links verses in the catena (cf. v. 5; 2:13). The homilist 
apparently has appropriated a florilegium focused on the 
eschatological exaltation of Jesus and reinterpreted it within 
the framework of his understanding of Christ as the agent of 
creation as well as redemption (1:2-3). The text focuses on the 
lofty status of the Son, so high that even the angels must 
worship him even when he enters the cosmos. v. 7, the next 
verse refers not to Christ but to the angels with whom he is 
compared. Ps 104:4 originally hymned the power of God who 
makes even winds and fire instruments of his word. The 
homilist exploits the grammatical ambiguity of the Greek 
translation to construe the text to mean that God can make 
his angels mere winds and his other, presumably supernat- 
ural, servants mere flames. w. 8-9, the image of mutable 
angels contrasts with the vision of eternal stability in Ps 
45:6-7, which originally praised the majesty of the Israelite 
king at his wedding. The psalm glorified the monarch for his 
righteousness and claimed that this quality distinguished 
him from other kings. Hebrews takes the ‘companions’ of 
the Son to be other members of the divine realm, or angels, 
towhom Jesus, because of his ‘anointing’ as heavenly priest, is 
superior. His throne, the locus of his authority, is also eternal 
(cf. 4:16). The ambiguity of the addressee proved attractive to 
the homilist. The first verse could be construed to say that the 
king’s throne, or foundation of his authority, is God. Alterna- 
tively, ‘God’ could be taken as a vocative, a title of majesty 
applied to the Son. Similar ambiguity surfaces in v. 9, which 
could be read as ‘O God, your God has anointed you’. 
Although Hebrews does not otherwise use the title ‘God’ for 
the Son, the ambiguity here was probably intentional. The 
Son who is the ‘stamp of God’s very being’ (1:3) could well be 
styled ‘God’. vv. 10-12, the next citation derives from Ps 
102:25—8, a lament contrasting the pitiable state of the sup- 


1239 


plicant with the Creator’s majesty. Unlike the ambiguous 
vocative, ‘O God’, in the previous citation, the divine name 
‘Lord’ is clearly a vocative in the first verse of this psalm. The 
psalm originally addressed YHWH; the homilist, who be- 
lieves the Son to be involved in creation (1:2-3) applies the 
title to him. The remainder of the psalm evokes the assur- 
ing images of stability associated with the Son (cf. 6:18—19; 
7:21—4; 13:8). v. 13, the catena closes with an explicit citation of 
Ps 110:1, forming an inclusio with the exordium (1:3). v.14, the 
concluding comment recalls the language of Ps 104, cited 
in v. 7. Angels merely serve the heirs, who share the Son’s 
inheritance (1:2, 4). 


(2:1-4) Transitional Admonition: To Attend Carefully The 
first of several warning passages interrupts the exposition of 
Scripture, which continues in 2:5-9. The exhortation shifts 
focus and tone. Previously Hebrews had emphasized the 
heavenly status of the Son; the text now highlights Christ’s 
participation in suffering humanity. v. 1, the warning not to 
‘drift away’ bespeaks anxiety about defection from the com- 
munity that pervades the warning passages (cf. 6:4; 10:25, 29; 
12:17, 25). Whatever the external factors, such as persecution 
(10:32—4), the image of casual drifting suggests that lassitude 
or indifference was perceived to be part of the addressees’ 
problem; cf. 12:12-13. vv. 2-3, Hebrews regularly uses the 
threat of punishment as part of its exhortation to renewed 
fidelity. The ‘message declared through angels’ is the Torah 
itself. Scripture does not ascribe such a role to angels, 
although Ps 68:18 intimates their presence at Sinai. Later 
Jewish tradition does, however, accord a role to angels in 
delivering the Torah (cf. Jub. 1:27-9; 50:1-13; Jos. Ant. 
15.126). The question ‘how can we escape?’ implies an a 
fortiori argument. Here the contrasting parts of the analogy 
are the ancient Hebrews, warned by angels about the conse- 
quences of transgression, and contemporary Christians. The 
chronological progression ofthe proclamation, from the Lord, 
to his followers, then to contemporaries, may reflect trad- 
itional formulations about the spread of the gospel (cf. Acts 
10:36-9). v. 4, the description of contemporary reality in 
terms of ‘signs, wonders and miracles’, based upon OT ac- 
counts (Deut 4:34; Ps 135:9; Jer 32:20-1), recalls Christian 
experience (e.g. Mt 11:20; Mk 6:4; 1 Cor 12:10; Gal 3:5). That 
displays of power confirm the gospel is an apologetic com- 
monplace (Mk 16:20; Acts 3:1-10; 14:3—11). 

(2:5-9) The Subjection and Glorification of the Son The text 
at the centre of the next section, Ps 8:4—6, exhibits thematic 
connections to the scriptural catena of the first chapter. It may 
have been part of a traditional catena on which our homilist 
based his exposition. He subjects the verse to a Christological 
reading in terms of the incarnation and suffering of the Son. 
v. 5, the introductory comment continues the contrast be- 
tween Son and angels. Its reference to the ‘world to come’ 
reinforces the notions of imminent judgement and cosmic 
transformation intimated by Ps 102, cited at 1:10—-12. vv. 6-84, 
the studied imprecision of the citation formula (‘someone... 
somewhere’) is paralleled in first-century Jewish interpreters 
(Philo, Ebr. 61; Deus Imm. 74). Ps 8 praises God’s powerful 
majesty and questions the significance of humanity in the 
face of the divine glory (‘What are human beings... >’). The 
psalmist responds to his query by affirming the lofty status 
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of humankind, made ‘a little lower than the angels’, thus 
‘crowned...with glory and honour’ and set in a position of 
dominion with ‘all things under their feet’. Thus the psalm 
finally celebrates humanity’s status in the created order. The 
citation omits one clause from the original, ‘You have set him 
over the works of your hands’. The verse, focusing on the 
present world, might have made the homilist’s rereading 
more difficult. The NRSV captures the psalm’s original sense, 
but obscures the basis for the homilist’s interpretation. In 
Greek the psalm reads: ‘What is man that you are mindful 
of him or the son of man that you care for him? In v. 7 the 
psalmist’s response uses the singular pronoun in referring 
generically to the human beings to whom all things are sub- 
ject. w. 8b-9, by exploiting ambiguities in the text, the hom- 
ilist construes the primary referent of the passage to be not 
humankind in general but Christ. He may or may notknow of 
the attribution of the title ‘Son of Man’, connected with Dan 
7:13, to Jesus (cf. e.g. Mt 8:20; 12:40; 24:27 and parallels; Jn 
I:§1; 12:23; Acts 7:56). He does interpret the singular nouns 
‘man’ and ‘son of man’ in the first verse to refer to an indivi- 
dual, not a collectivity. He interprets the psalmist’s response 
in v. 7 not as parallel affirmations of the exalted status of all 
humans, but as a brief synopsis of Christ’s story. Finally, he 
construes the adverbial phrase, ‘alittle bit’, in v.7 as temporal 
(‘for a little while’), not qualitative. His first comment in v. 8 
treats the notion of subjection. He continues to use the sin- 
gular, not specifying its antecedent, but noting that, contrary 
to the absolute phrasing of the psalm, ‘all things’ have not 
been brought into subjection ‘to him’ (not ‘to them’ as in the 
NRSV). The subjection envisioned is apparently the subordi- 
nation of Messiah’s enemies promised by Ps 110 (cf. 1:13). The 
final eschatological victory remains to be achieved, as in 1 Cor 
15:27. In the interim what can be seen, at least with the eyes of 
faith, is Jesus, whose human name appears for the first time. 
The homilist refers to Jesus with phrases from the psalm, 
applying ‘or a little while made lower than the angels’ to his 
incarnation and ‘crowned...with glory and honour’ to his 
exaltation. These phrases frame the note that the exaltation 
took place ‘because of the suffering of death’. He concludes by 
recognizing that Jesus’ death was for others. The biblical 
expression ‘tasted’ death (Isa 51:17; 4 Ezra 6:16; Mt 16:28; Jn 
8:52) refers to death’s bitter reality. For the phrase ‘by the grace 
of God’ some MSS and patristic citations read ‘apart from 
God’, which could evoke the forlorn cry of Jesus on the cross 
(Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34), butthis understanding conflicts with 5:7 
which describes God as hearing the prayers of Jesus. The 
phrase was probably a marginal gloss, inspired by 1 Cor 15:27, 
noting that God is not among things subjected tothe Messiah. 


(2:10-18) Christ and his Family The note in v. 9 that Christ 
tasted death for all foreshadows this section, which describes 
the salvific effects of Christ’s death and explicitly introduces 
the title ‘high priest’. v. 10, concern about what is ‘fitting’ to 
say of God is common in Hellenistic theology (cf. Ps.-Arist. De 
Mundo, 397); Plut. De Is. et Os. 78, 3834). The emphasis of 
such theology on the loftiness of the divine suits the designa- 
tion of God as Creator ‘for whom and through whom all 
things exist’. The homilist, however, focuses on the appropri- 
ate relationship between means and end in the salvific pro- 
cess. God’s purpose to bring ‘many children [lit. sons] to glory’ 


HEBREWS 


may reflect the original meaning of Ps 8, citedin w. 6-7. The 
divine plan clearly involves participation by Christ’s followers 
as fellow heirs in his eschatological rule; cf. 1:13-14. ‘Pioneer’ 
describes the agent of glorification, the one who has already 
been glorified (cf. 2:8-9). The relatively rare epithet (Gk. 
archégos, lit. fore-leader) appears in Acts 3:15; 5:31, and Heb 
12:2. Both attestations in Hebrews involve untranslatable 
wordplays. The term here suggests Christ’s role as the path- 
breaker on the way to heavenly glory (cf. forerunner’ at 6:20). 
What is fitting is God’s making this agent ‘perfect through 
suffering’. Hebrews develops the notion of perfection in com- 
plex ways. Applied to Christ, it refers to the way in which he is 
made fit to fulfil his duties as a special kind of priest (cf. 5:8- 
10; 7:28). In that office he is able to bring perfection to his 
followers (9:9; 10:14; 11:40; 12:2, 23). The key to Christ’s 
perfection is his experience of suffering that renders him 
compassionate and sympathetic (2:17-18; 5:9). v. m1, what 
binds the Son to his siblings is not simply physical kinship 
but sanctity. The cultic language hints at the theme of Christ’s 
priesthood andthe effects attributed to his sacrificial death (cf. 
9:13-14; IO:I-2, 10, 14; 13:12). There is ambiguity in the for- 
mulation of the unity between sanctifier and sanctified, which 
the NRSV resolves with the translation ‘have one Father’. The 
Greek states simply ‘are all of one’. While other interpreta- 
tions of the ‘one’ are possible (e.g. Adam, Abraham), the 
resolution is appropriate in this context which had just 
pointed to God, the source and goal of all (2:10). Hebrews 
has thus applied to the Christian community the kind of 
expression of solidarity often found in Jewish sources (e.g. 
Philo, On Virtues, 79). Because of their spiritual relationship, 
Jesus can address his followers with familial language. v. 12, 
Ps 22:22, construed as a remark of Jesus, provides evidence 
for his relationship to his followers. The citation reflects the 
early church use of kinship categories for the community of 
faith (eg. Rom 1:13; 16:4; Acts 1:15). The only other saying 
attributed to Christ in Hebrews, at 10:5-7, is also a citation 
from the Psalms. Ps 22, a prayer of supplication in time of 
distress, is prominent in the passion narratives (Mt 27:35, 39, 
43, 46, and par.; Lk 23:35; Jn 19:24). The homilist may evoke 
such texts here, but he focuses on a verse not cited elsewhere. 
As a simple proof text, Ps 22:2 establishes that the speaker, 
presumed to be the Messiah, preaches to his ‘brothers and 
sisters’. The second clause indicates thatthe status of children 
of God is a matter of ‘the congregation’. The Greek term 
ekklésia, used again at Heb 12:23, is the common designation 
for the Christian assembly. v. 13, two more scriptural verses 
support the solidarity of Christ and his followers. They prob- 
ably derive from Isa 8:17—18, although the first also resembles 
2 Sam 22:3 and Isa 12:2. The separation between the verses 
highlights the notion of ‘trust’ in the first. The attitude attrib- 
uted to the ‘pioneer’ foreshadows the complex notion of faith 
that Christ and his followers are meant to share (11:1-12:3). 
v. 14, attention shifts from the relationship between Christ 
and his followers to the act establishing that relationship. The 
fact that Jesus fully shares in ‘flesh and blood’ exemplifies the 
insistence of Hebrews on Christ’s full humanity (cf. 2:17; 5:7— 
10; 12:1-4). Depiction of Christ’s death as a struggle against 
‘the one who has the power of death. ..the devil’, evokes an 
ancient mythical theme. In Jewish apocalyptic sources it 
comes to expression as the Messiah’s victory over demonic 
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forces (As. Mos. 10:1; T. Levi 18:2; 1 Enoch 10:13; 2 Esd 13:1; 1QM 
1:11-17). Early Christian texts apply the scheme to Jesus, who 
conquers the diabolical world (Mt 12:25-30; Lk 10:18; Jn 12:31; 
14:30; 16:11; 1Jn 3:8; Rev 12:7—10), or more specifically death (1 
Cor 15:26, 55; 2 Tim 1:10; Rev 20:14; 21:4; Od. Sol. 15:9; 29:4). 
v. 15, the liberating result of Christ’s combat with the devil 
resembles the key episode in the myths of heroes such as 
Orpheus or Heracles who descend to the underworld to free 
death’s captives. The homilist was no doubt familiar with such 
myths and their metaphorical applications, where a major 
theme is the ‘fear of death’, often seen to be a basic human 
problem (Eur. Or. 1522; Lucr. De rerum natura, 1.102—26; 
Epict. Diss. 1.17.25). The Stoic philosopher and dramatist Se- 
neca, for example, portrayed the story of Heracles as a model 
of liberation from the fear of death (Herc. Furens 858-92; cf. 
Herc. Oetaeus 1434-40, 1557-9, 1940-88). For Hebrews, it is 
not Stoic acceptance of death, but assured hope in heavenly 
glory that effects liberation. v. 16, a parenthetical remark 
concludes the theme of Christ and the angels that framed 
the scriptural catena of the first chapter. Christ’s action in 
‘coming to help’ (lit. grab hold of) continues the imagery of 
the hero's quest to free death’s captives. The object of the 
hero's attention are the ‘descendants [lit. seed] of Abraham’. 
This group includes not only the physical descendants of 
Abraham among whom Jesus lived but also those who stand 
in the tradition of Abraham’s faith, the heirs of God’s prom- 
ises (cf. 6:13-17; 11:8-19). Hebrews thus shares an early 
Christian claim to be the true seed of Abraham; cf. Lk 1:55; 
Gal 3:8-9, 29; 4:28-31; Rom 4:1-25; Jn 8:33. v. 17, the reflec- 
tion on the ‘fittingness’ of God’s action concludes with a 
summary involving important Christological themes. The 
affirmation that Jesus was ‘like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect’ will later (4:15) be modified, but the insistence 
on his humanity remains constant. His human experience 
qualifies Jesus for his office of ‘high priest’. The title appears 
for the firsttime, although the exordium (1:3) alluded to it. The 
character of Christ’s priestly office and ministry stands at the 
heart of Hebrews (chs. 7-10). The ‘merciful’ character of this 
high priest comes to expression in his intercessory function 
(4:14-16; 7:25). The fact that he is ‘faithful’ serves as the 
starting-point of the homily on fidelity in the next chapter. 
Both attributes have a pastoral function. Christ’s mercy 
grounds Christian hope; his fidelity inspires those facing 
difficulty (cf. 12:1-2). v. 18, the point that Christ, because 
tested, is able to aid, reappears at 4:14; 5:7—8; 12:1-2. It isclear 
that the ‘perfection’ of Christ, mentioned at 2:10, involves the 
qualities that make Christ the high priest thathe is. 


Christ Faithful and Merciful (3:1-5:10) 


(3:1-4:11) A Homily on Faith 

(3:1-6) Moses and Jesus as Examples of Faith From 3:1 
through 4:13 a homiletic reflection focuses on the need for 
continued fidelity. Prior to the citation of a text to be inter- 
preted, a preface introduces the theme, contrasting two ex- 
amples, Moses, the servant (3:5), and Christ, the Son (3:6). The 
contrast exalts Jesus, as do other comparisions of the first 
several chapters; yet it contains an ironic note. The exalted 
status of Son requires greater fidelity because with it comes 
greater testing, as ch. 12 will argue. The assumption that 
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God’s children will be exposed to special testing is an explicit 
part of the homily that follows. v. 1, the description of the 
addressees as ‘partners’ (Gk. metochot) involves a term applied 
to the angelic ‘companions’ of the Son at 1:9. Etymologically it 
is related to the verb ‘to share’ (metechein), used for Christ’s 
participation in human physical characteristics (2:10). His 
true companions are his ‘brothers and sisters’ (2:10-14) who 
‘share’ in the Holy Spirit (6:4). Their participation in things 
‘heavenly’ (cf. 6:4; 8:5; 9:23; 11:16; 12:22) is not an irrefragable 
guarantee but is contingent on their response to the ‘calling’. 
Hence the following exhortation is necessary. The description 
of Jesus as high priest continues the theme introduced at 2:17. 
The unusual epithet ‘apostle’ applies to Christ only here in the 
NT. It suggests the common notion of Jesus as ‘one sent’ from 
God; cf. Mk 9:37; Mt 10:40; 15:24; Lk 10:16; Gal 4:4; Jn 3:17, 34 
and frequently. The title also evokes the image of the hero sent 
to release death’s captives (2:10-16). The ‘confession’ (cf. 4:14; 
10:23) may refer to fixed liturgical formulations but probably 
encompasses the general content of the community’s faith. 
v. 2, Hebrews compares Moses and Jesus on the basis ofNum 
12:7, where YHWH confirms the position of Moses as leader 
of the Israelites when Aaron and Miriam had murmured 
against him. The original Hebrew affirmed that Moses was 
‘entrusted’ with all of God’s ‘house’, that he was, in effect, the 
chief steward of the people of Israel. The Greek translation 
can be understood as a statement about the faithfulness of 
Moses. v. 3, the homilist plays with the term ‘house’, drawing 
an analogy between a house and its builder and Moses and 
Jesus. The analogy is inexact; Jesus is not said to be the builder 
of Moses. Nor is he said to be the builder of the house. v. 4, lest 
there be any misunderstanding, the homilist indicates clearly 
that the builder of the house of which he speaks is God, earlier 
described as the Creator of all (2:10). Despite the clarification, 
the analogy associates Jesus, to whom divine titles can be 
applied (1:8, 10), with the Creator. v. 5, the homilist cites again 
Num 12:7 in order to specify the distinction between Jesus and 
Moses. In Num, YHWH had contrasted other prophets to 
whom he communicated in visions and dreams with ‘his 
servant’ Moses, to whom he spoke face to face. Thus ‘servant’ 
was a title of honour, indicating the unique status of Moses. 
The notice indicating what the service involves, ‘testimony to 
things that would be spoken’, relegates Moses to a function 
analogous to that of the angels (1:14). v. 6, Hebrews recontext- 
ualizes the passage from Numbers by reflecting on the cat- 
egories appropriate to a household. The homilist contrasts the 
title ‘servant’ to the designation ‘Son’, which Scripture had 
attested for Jesus (1:5). In the process he introduces the title 
‘Christ’. The contrast between children and servants, used by 
other early Christian authors (Gal 4:1-7; Jn 8:35), may be a 
rhetorical commonplace. The homilist embellishes the con- 
trast by indicating the relationship of the Son to the house- 
hold. Unlike a servant ‘within’ the household, the Son is ‘over’ 
it, a position appropriate to his exalted status (1:3, 13; 2:7). The 
household itself is not, as Numbers originally suggested, the 
people of Israel, but ‘we’, the brothers and sisters whom Jesus 
leads to glory (2:t0-13). Membership in the household is 
conditional on maintaining a strong identity with the people 
of God, expressed by two virtues. The term for the first, 
translated ‘confidence’ by the NRSV, connotes more than a 
subjective psychological state. It is a confident self-assurance 
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that issues ina bold ‘freedom of speech’, manifested in prayer 
(4:16; 10:19; for this sense of the word, cf. 1 Jn 3:21; Eph 3:12) 
and in public confession (10:35; cf. Mk 8:32; Jn 7:13; Phil 1:20; 
Eph 6:19). The second, translated ‘the pride that belong(s) to 
hope’ by the NRSV, also connotes external behaviour. The 
homilist calls upon his addressees to ‘boast’ about their 
hopes, as did other early Christian leaders (Rom 5:2; 2 Cor 
3:12; II:30; 12:9; Jas 1:9; 4:16). He will continually insist on the 
importance of hope (6:11; 7:19; 10:23} 11:1). 


(3:7-0) The Text for a Homily: Psalm 95 The homilist now 
cites Ps 95:7-11, the final portion of a hymn praising YH WH’s 
power and inviting the worshipper to attend to the divine 
command. The psalmist’s application of the experience of 
the Exodus to his own day involves a typological use of Scrip- 
ture common in the OT (cf. Isa 41:17; 42:9; 43:16-21; Hos 
2:16-20), post-biblical Judaism (Sir 16:10; CD 3:7—9), and 
early Christianity (cf. Mk 6:34; Jn 6:30-1; 1 Cor 5:7; Acts 
7:17-53). The Israelites of the Exodus generation, in fact, con- 
stituted a standard negative example that could be adapted to 
specific homiletic contexts, as at 1 Cor 10:1-22. v. 7, the notion 
that the Holy Spirit is the source of Scripture (also at 9:8; 
10:15) is no doubt traditional; cf. Acts 28:25; 1 Clem. 13:1; 16:2. 
The initial word of the citation, ‘Today’, calls for an actualiza- 
tion of the scriptural experience in the lives of the people of 
Israel. The homilist, following the psalmist’s lead, applies the 
psalm’s message to his addressees (4:7, 11). v. 8, the psalmist 
recalls the rebellion of the Exodus generation at Meribah and 
Massah (Ex 17:7; Num 20:1-13; Deut 6:16; 9:22; 33:8). The 
Greek translates these place names etymologically as ‘rebel- 
lior’ and day ‘of testing’. v. 10, the traditional versification of 
Hebrews follows that of the original psalm, which associates 
the period of forty years with God’s wrath against the Exodus 
generation (cf. 3:17). The divine displeasure was thus limited 
to that period. Our homilist inserts a particle ‘therefore’ that, 
in effect, repunctuates the psalm. He associates the ‘forty 
years’ with the period during which the Israelites tested 
God, as described in v. 9. v. 11, divine oaths are of special 
significance; cf. 6:13-20; 7:20-2. The term ‘rest’ in the origin- 
al psalm referred to the ‘resting place’ of the land of Canaan; 
the homilist will suggest another understanding at 4:1—-11. 


(3:12-4:11) Homiletic Exegesis: Let Us Enter God’s Rest The 
application of the psalm develops in three balanced segments, 
3:12-19; 4:1-5; 4:6—-11, each of which features a verse from the 
psalm. The whole aims to show that the threat and the prom- 
ise contained in the text apply to the situation of the addres- 
sees. v. 12, the summons to “Take care’ is common in the NT; 
cf. Mt 24:4; Acts 13:40; 1 Cor 10:18; Col. 2:8; Heb 12:25. The 
danger against which the homilist warns involves fundamen- 
tal attitudes and commitments. The translation ‘unbelieving 
heart’ puts the emphasis on belief. The phrase would be 
better rendered ‘faithless heart’, suggesting a concern with 
infidelity in a broader sense. The homilist specifies the danger 
by warning against ‘turning away’ from God. This warning 
involves a wordplay in the Greek between ‘faithless’ (a pistias) 
and ‘turn away’ (apostenai). The example of the rebellion in 
the desert recorded in Num 14 inspires the connection. The 
description of God as ‘living’ is a traditional one (cf. Deut 5:26) 
that reappears at Heb 9:14; 10:31; 12:22. v. 13, the homilist 
sounds a more positive note, using a verb, ‘to exhort one 
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another’, related to the description of his own work at 13:22; 
cf. also 12:5. The conceit that the ‘today’ of the psalm is the 
present of the homilistreappears at 4:7. The description of the 
danger as the ‘deceit of sin’ is another traditional motif; cf. 
Rom 7:11; 2 Thess 2:10; and 2 Cor 11:3, which alludes to Gen 
3:13. v.14, the verse recalls emphases of the introduction to the 
homily. For the term ‘partners’, see 3:1. The homilist had 
insisted on the conditional character of the partnership with 
Christ at 3:6. As the virtues recommended at 3:6 involved 
active behaviour, so too the homilist here calls for something 
more than a subjective attitude. The noun translated ‘confi- 
dence’ by the NRSVcouldbe translated ‘resolution’, the stance 
appropriate for soldiers confronting an enemy. The word is 
also the same as that used for the ‘being’ of God at 1:3 and may 
subtly call upon the addressees to hold fast to the divine reality 
which they have experienced in Christ; cf. 11:1. v. 15, the homil- 
ist cites again the first verse of the psalm. The connective ‘as it 
is said’ obscures the relationship of the citation to the im- 
mediate context. The phrase should be translated ‘by saying’ 
and refers to the way in which the addressees are called upon 
to exhort one another in v. 13. v. 16, the homilist probes the 
application of thetextwith a series of questions, each of which 
uses a phrase of the psalm, a technique frequently exempli- 
fied in Philo’s exegesis (e.g. Quis Heres, 115, 260-1; Spec. Leg. 
3.25). These questions direct attention to the details of the 
failure of the ancient Israelites. The response that ‘all who left 
Egypt’ were at fault may recall YHWH’s commentto Moses at 
Num 14:22, although that comment had allowed some excep- 
tions. v. 17, using the psalm’s traditional association of forty 
years with the period of wrath (cf. Num 14:33, 34), the homilist 
asks again at whom the wrath was directed. That the bodies of 
the sinners fell in the desert alludes to Num 14:33 and con- 
jures up an image of judgement. v. 18, at Num 14:43 Moses 
had addressed the Israelites as people ‘disobedient to the 
Lord’. v. 19, the series of questions concludes with an observa- 
tion that draws the first portion of the homily to a climactic 
close. The translation of the NRSV, attributing the failure of 
the desert generation to ‘unbelief’, is too restrictive. As the 
allusions to Num 14 in the previous verses make clear, 
the problem is portrayed as disobedient ‘infidelity’. Whatever 
the attitudes and behaviours of the addressees may have been, 
Hebrews portrays the danger confronting them in stark 
terms. 

4:1, attention now shifts to the ‘rest’ promised in the last 
verse of the psalm. A warning continues the monitory tone of 
the last verse and introduces the notion thatthe ‘rest’ remains 
available in the present. The suggestion thatthe rest is ‘prom- 
ised’ introduces a theme that recurs through the rest of the 
text (6:12, 15, 17; 7:6; 8:6; 9:15; 10:36; 11:9, 13, 17, 33, 39). V. 2, 
the homilist again emphasizes the continuity between the 
revelation of old and that of his own day, while highlighting 
the importance of a faithful response. The term ‘good news’ 
(euaggelion) plays on the Greek word for ‘promise’ (epaggelia) 
in the previous verse. The ‘good news’ announces a message 
of hope for the fulfilment of God’s promises. The phrase ‘the 
message they heard’ (lit. the word of hearing) recalls a Paul- 
ine phrase for the gospel (cf. 1 Thess 2:13). It emphasizes the 
notion of oral communication explicit in the psalm’s opening 
verse. For the notion that members of God’s people from the 
past may be ‘united by faith’ with the eschatological commu- 
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nity, see 11:39-40. While members of the faithless desert 
generation were not so united, those who are faithful will 
share in the promised inheritance. v. 3, the next comment 
indicates who deserves to inherit the divine rest, the ‘we’ ofthe 
homilist’s own community. To reinforce that point, he cites 
the last verse of the psalm, contrasting the ‘they’ of the desert 
generation with the ‘us’ of his community. The problem 
remains of how the promise of a divine rest is available to 
contemporaries, particularly if the rest envisioned by Scrip- 
ture is the ‘resting place’ or homeland of Canaan. The hom- 
ilist hints at his solution by noting thatthe divine ‘works’ were 
‘finished at the foundation of the world’. v. 4, the homilist now 
explains the relevance of the allusion to Genesis. With a 
comment that the Author of Scripture once spoke about the 
‘seventh day’, the homilist cites Gen 2:2, which reports that 
God himself rested after completing the work of creation. For 
our homilist, this verse thus interprets the significance of the 
phrase ‘my rest’ in Ps 95:11. v. 5, lest there be any doubt about 
the connection, the homilist cites again the relevant verse of 
the psalm. His interpretation exemplifies the rabbinic tech- 
nique gezera shewa, which draws together two passages linked 
by a common word. At its simplest, this technique interpreted 
an ambiguous word in one context by its clear meaning in 
another. The technique could also link passages whose 
themes or motifs might be mutually illuminating. Such is 
the use of the technique inthis context. The homilist suggests 
that ‘God’s rest’ mentioned in the psalm is not something 
earthly but is a place or state into which God himself entered 
at the time of creation. Hence, to focus on the land of Canaan 
as the resting place of the people of God is erroneous. 

4:6, the homilist now moves into his final stage of explica- 
tion of the scriptural text, summarizing the force of the argu- 
ment thus far. ‘Disobedience’ prevented the original 
recipients of the divine promise from attaining it. The prom- 
ise, therefore, remains open. v. 7, acitation of the first verse of 
the psalm introduces a historical argument reinforcing the 
point that the promise was not fulfilled by entry into Canaan. 
As tradition indicates, ‘David’ was the author of the psalm. v. 8, 
the homilist draws an inference. Since David was subsequent 
to Joshua, he could not have called for faithful attendance 
upon God’s word, and the consequent receipt of the divine 
promise, if that promise had been fulfilled in Joshua’s day. 
The evocation of Moses’ successor, whose name is the same as 
that of Jesus, may suggest another comparison between the 
‘pioneer’ (2:10) of the new covenant and a counterpart of old, 
but the comparison is not developed. v. 9, in drawing his 
conclusion that a promised rest remains available to his own 
community, the homilist returns to his gezera shewa argu- 
ment in wv. 4 and 5. The link between Ps 95:11 and Gen 2:2 
suggested that the promised rest was connected with God’s 
rest on the primordial sabbath. The specific term ‘sabbath 
rest’ appears here for the first time in Greek literature. It 
evokes not simply repose, but the joyous observance of the 
day characteristic of Jewish tradition. v. 10, nonetheless, entry 
into that state follows the cessation oflabour. This portion of 
the homily suggests that the ‘labours’ confronting the addres- 
sees involve struggle against the temptation to rebel or go 
astray. Later portions of the homily will suggest that active 
external oppression (cf. 10:32—9; 12:1—4; 13:13) is also involved. 
v. I, rest is finally to be achieved in the festive presence of 
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God, in that ‘heavenly city’ to which the faithful aim (11:13-16; 
12:21-3; 13:14). The exhortation closes with a reference to the 
negative example of disobedience provided by the desert gen- 
eration. 


(4:12-13) Concluding Reflection: The Power of God’s Word A 
brief poetic flourish reinforces the homiletic warning devel- 
oped since 3:1. It focuses on the word of God that came to 
expression in the text of the psalm and in the homilist’s 
exposition. It also draws to a close the theme of God’s speech 
thatruns through the first several chapters (cf. 1:1; 2:2, 6, 12). 
Church fathers and some modern commentators interpret 
this passage as a reference to Christ and the Word of God, a 
title used of Christ in Jn 1:1-14, but the passage does not have 
such a precise focus. v. 12, the homilist relies on traditional 
imagery as he personifies the word of God as something 
‘living and active’. God’s word had often been seen as the 
instrument of divine creative (cf. Gen 1:3; Ps 33:9; Isa 55:11; 
Sir 42:15; Wis 9:1) and judgemental (Amos 1:2; Jer 7:1-3) 
activity. Such language invites personification, which could 
become elaborate, as at Wis 18:14—16, where the divine word is 
a warrior, bearing a sharp sword against the Egyptians. The 
comparison to a ‘two-edged sword’ is rooted in poetic 
comparison of the tongue to a sword (cf. Isa 49:2; Ps 57:4). 
The word issuing from the tongue could be similarly de- 
scribed. The Jewish exegete and philosopher Philo exploits 
the image extensively, interpreting various biblical swords as 
symbols of the divine Logos (‘Word’ or ‘Reason’). Thus in De 
Cherubim, 38, he finds the ‘flaming sword’ of Gen 3:4 as the 
word uniting God’s goodness and royal power and, in Quis 
Heres, 130-2, 234-6, he introduces the divine Logos as a 
cosmic principle accessible to the human reason through 
logical analysis. Christians used the image of the divine 
word as a sword in hortatory (Eph 6:17) and eschatological 
contexts (Rev 1:16; 2:12; 19:15). Hebrews emphasizes the 
judgemental function of the divine word and the one from 
whom it issues. Imagery of the innermost portions of the 
human person, both spiritual (‘soul’ and ‘spirit’) and physical 
(‘joints’ and ‘marrow’) suggest how penetrating the word can 
be. The two pairs are meant to be evocative, not precisely 
definitive of the components of the human self. The key point 
is that the word is critical or ‘able to judge’ the workings of the 
human heart. v. 13, the personification intensifies as the word 
become the Judge. That no creature is ‘hidden’ before God is a 
commonplace for Graeco-Roman philosophers (e.g. Epict. 
Diss. 2.14.11; Marc. Aur. Medit. 12.2), for Jews (Jer 11:20; 1 
Enoch 9:5; Ep. Arist. 132-3; Sib. Or. 8.282—5; Philo, Abr. 104; 
Cher. 96), and for early Christians (1 Cor 4:5; 1 Thess 2:4; Rom 
8:27). The description of all as ‘naked and laid bare’ involves 
colourful language, used ofa wrestling hold and ofa sacrifice, 
where a victim’s neck would be ‘laid bare’ to the priest’s 
knife. The concluding remark that it is to this judge that 
we must ‘render an account’ involves one more verbal 
play on the Greek logos, which means both ‘word’ and ‘ac- 
count’. 


(414-16) Transitional Exhortation: Approach the Merciful 
High Priest Since the beginning of the exhortation at 3:1, 
our homilist worked with the theme of ‘fidelity’, exemplified 
by Jesus and called for in his followers. He now treats the 
second attribute accorded to Jesus at 2:17, mercy. He begins 
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development of the theme with another hortatory comment. 
v. 14, as at 10:19, the homilist bases his exhortation on a 
statement of what his audience possesses. That Jesus is a 
‘high priest’ appeared at 2:17, although the title’s significance 
remains to be seen. That he has ‘passed through the heavens’ 
is implicit in the image of his exaltation (1:3, 13; 2:7—9; 9:11). 
The title ‘Son of God’, a fuller form of the title Son (1:5) 
reappears at 6:6; 7:3; 10:29. The juxtaposition of the name 
Jesus and this majestic title may be characteristic of liturgical 
formulas to which the homilist refers when he speaks of the 
community’s ‘confession’. For similar language, cf. Rom 1:4; 1 
Thess 1:10; Acts 9:20; 1 Jn 1:7; 4:15; 5:5. The exhortation to 
‘hold fast’ reinforces analogous calls in the preceding exhorta- 
tion (3:6, 14). v.15, the homilist’s pastoral sensitivity is evident 
in his balanced exhortations. In contrast to the threatening 
warning about the judgemental word of God, he now high- 
lights the consoling thought of a ‘sympathetic’ heavenly fig- 
ure. The claim that he has been ‘tested’ formed the last 
comment on the human experience of Jesus (2:17). A more 
graphic description ofhis testing will follow at 5:7-10. The 
similarity of Christ and his followers has one qualification, 
that he was ‘without sin’. Such an affirmation, common in 
early Christian sources (cf. 2 Cor 5:21; Jn 7:18; 8:46; 14:30; 1Jn 
3:5, 7; 1 Pet 1:19; 2:22; 3:18), here grounds the claim that Christ 
was a ‘blameless’ offering in his self-sacrificial death (cf. 9:14). 
v. 16, the call to ‘approach’, repeated at 10:22, is part of the 
author’s exhortation to move in an appropriate direction, 
towards rest (4:11), perfection (6:1), and ultimately God. The 
cultic image of approaching the sanctuary in worship (cf. Ex 
16:9; Lev 9:7; 21:17; 22:3; Num 10:3—4; 18:3) is commonly used 
for believers (cf. 7:25; 11:6; 12:18, 22). Although rooted in cult, 
the image applies to the whole covenant relationship with 
God. The specific goal of the believer’s movement is the 
divine ‘throne’, previously mentioned at 1:8. The characteriza- 
tion ‘of grace’ highlights the quality of mercy on which the 
homilist now focuses. The summons to approach ‘with bold- 
ness’ (cf. 3:6) calls for confident self-expression before God, 
which Christ’s human prayer also exemplifies (5:7). The com- 
bination of ‘mercy’ and ‘grace’, common in Jewish and Chris- 
tian texts (cf. Wis 3:9; 4:15; 1 Tim 1:2; 2 Tim 1:2; Titus 1:4; 2 Jn 
3), offers a comprehensive definition of the ‘help’ available. 
The assistance from on high is ‘timely’ or ‘in a time of need’ 
(NRSV) as 2:18 had suggested, because the addressees are also 
being tested. 


(5:1-10) The Merciful Christ and the High Priests The reflec- 
tion on the person and work of Christ concentrates on his 
status as the true and eternal High Priest. The theme, intro- 
duced at 2:17 and repeated at 4:15, now undergoes its first 
stage of development. Here the homilist compares Christ 
with ordinary earthly high priests, showing points of contact 
and hinting at the superiority of the heavenly high priest. The 
description of ordinary high priests (5:1-4) makes three gen- 
eral points about their function, their relationship to their 
followers, and their relationship to God. These points will be 
treated in inverse order in their application to Christ (5:5-10). 
v.1, high priests are intermediaries par excellence. Their central 
responsibility is to make ‘gifts and sacrifices’, a generic de- 
scription of sacrifices (cf. 3 Kgdms 8:64; Ep. Arist. 234; Heb 
8:3; 9:12). Our homilist characterizes these as having to do 
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with ‘sin’. Although priests in Scripture were responsible for 
various offerings, including the daily sacrifice (Ex 29:38—46), 
and thanksgiving and purificatory sacrifices (Lev 2-7), Heb- 
rews concentrates on the sacrifice unique to the high priest, 
the offering for sins on the Day of Atonement (Lev 16). Details 
of that ritual provide the material for the exposition in chs. 8— 
Io. v. 2, the second point of comparison, an idealized picture 
ofa high priest, focuses on the theme of sympathy mentioned 
at 4:15. The ordinary high priest should ‘deal gently’ with 
sinners. The verb (metriopathein), unique in scripture, is care- 
fully chosen. Not synonymous with ‘sympathize’ (4:15), its 
philosophical usage (cf. Diog. Laert. Lives of the Philosophers, 
5.31; Plut. On Restraining Anger, 10 (Mor. 458c); Philo, Virt. 
195; Abr. 257; Leg. All. 3.129) suggests a restraint of emotion, 
particularly of anger. Christ, as heavenly high priest, does that 
and more. The earthly high priest can restrain his anger 
because, like his fellows, he is ‘subject to weakness’. Hebrews 
will develop this notion, with the qualification about Christ’s 
sinlessness already enunciated (4:15). The characterization of 
the sinners as ‘ignorant and wayward’ reflects the stipulation 
that sin-offerings apply only to unwitting offences (Lev 4:2; 
5:21-2; Num 15:22-31; Deut 17:12). This restriction parallels 
the exclusion of wilful sins from the pale of forgiveness (6:4— 
8; 10:26—31; 12:17). v. 3, the requirement that the high priest 
sacrifice for himself and for the people pertains to the Day of 
Atonement; cf. Lev 9:7; 16:6-17. The fact that ordinary high 
priests had to sacrifice for themselves contributes to the 
homilist’s argument about Christ’s superiority (7:27; 9:7). 
v. 4, the final point of comparison is that the high priest is 
not self-appointed, but ‘called’ by God. This stipulation 
applies to the first high priest of the biblical tradition, 
Aaron, appointed to the office by God (cf. Ex 28:1; Lev 8:1; 
Num 16-18). Aaron continues the list of biblical figures used 
as foils for Christ, butthe contrast between Christ and him is 
not further developed. 

5:5-6, taking the points of comparison in inverse order, the 
homilist begins by noting how Christ was called to office. He 
does so by construing two verses from the Psalms as divine 
speech to the Son. The first, Ps 2:7, is familiar from Heb 1:3. 
The second, Ps 110:4, derives from a text, the first verse of 
which wascited atHeb 1:13. While Ps 110:1 wasassociated with 
Christ’s exaltation, the current verse appears here for the first 
time in early Christian literature. The verse originally attrib- 
uted priestly status to an Israelite king. Its allusion to the 
‘order of Melchizedek’ may have been an attempt by Davidic 
poets to effect reconciliation with ancient Canaanite traditions 
in Jerusalem. For our homilist the phrase presents an oppor- 
tunity, for the attribution of priestly status to the addressee 
does not, in itself, affirm thatthe addressee, in his construal 
the Messiah, can be entitled ‘high priest’. Ch. 7 will show how 
‘priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek’ is really a 
superior, because heavenly and eternal, form of high priest- 
hood. For the moment, the juxtaposition of the two verses 
permits the linking of two central Christological titles, Son 
and High Priest. That connection causes difficulties for read- 
ers seeking a systematic Christology. Yet the homilist is un- 
concerned with the chronological relationship between the 
designations of Christ as Son and High Priest. It is clear that, 
for him, Christ is the Son eternally (1:3), and that he becomes 
High Priest at the point where he is ‘perfected’ or exalted 
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(7:28). What is important for Hebrews is that Scripture attests 
Christ as both. v. 7, Hebrews now recounts part of the human 
experience of Jesus that made him capable of sympathy. The 
portrait of Jesus offering ‘prayers and supplications’ generic- 
ally resembles the scene at Gethsemane (cf. Mt 26:36—46; Mk 
14:32-43; Lk 22:40-—6), but the details differ. The homilist may 
have been inspired by stories of various prayers of Jesus, 
including his cry on the cross (Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34), but the 
overall pattern embodies traditional notions of the ideal 
prayer of the righteous. The content of the prayers is not 
explicit, but the one addressed ‘who was able to save him 
from death’, suggests that the prayer sought deliverance. 
The ‘loud cries and tears’, not part of Gethsemane accounts, 
derive from the Psalms (Ps 22:1-2, 24; 116:8) and recur in 
Jewish traditions (1QH 5:12; 2 Macc 11:6; 3 Macc 1:16; 1 Esd 
5:62; Philo, Leg. All. 3.213; Quis Heres, 19). That Christ was 
heard ‘because of his reverent submission’ is part of the same 
portrait ofa saint’s prayer. The word for ‘reverent submission’ 
(Gk. eulabeia) appears in Philo’s description of the prayer of 
Moses (Quis Heres, 22) and has connotations of the ‘fear of 
the Lord’ (Prov 1:7). That Christ ‘was heard’ does not indicate 
that he was spared death; the homilist clearly alludes to 
Christ’s exaltation in which he was brought out of death; 
cf. 2:10; 13:20. v. 8, that Christ ‘learned through... what he 
suffered’ involves a common Greek proverb (cf. Aesch. Ag. 
177; Hdt. 1.207) about experience as teacher. The Jewish 
proverbial notion that suffering can be a form of divine 
chastisement (cf. 12:4-11) may also be in the background, 
but the homilist has a hortatory goal. Christ can be sympa- 
thetic because of his suffering; he also serves as a model of 
obedience to the divine will; cf. 10:5—10; 12:1-3. v. 9, the final 
point of comparison between Christ and earthly high priests 
relates to the effect of their actions. Christ ‘perfected’ (cf. 2:10) 
is, in his exalted state, a ‘cause of salvation’. The immediate 
context suggests Christ’s exemplary role; chs. 8-10 will 
describe how his sacrifice achieves salvific effects. The note 
that salvation is for ‘those who obey him’ reinforces its con- 
ditional character (cf. 2:1-4; 3:6, 14). v. 10, a paraphrase of 
Ps 110:4, already cited at 5:4, concludes the section. The claim 
that the verse designates Christ a ‘high priest’ requires 
explanation, but the homilist dramatically delays his expos- 
itory tour de force. 


The Priestly Work of Christ (5:11-10:18) 


(5:11-6:20) Transitional Admonition The interlude falls into 
three sections, two (5:11-6:3; 6:4—12) of direct exhortation and 
one (6:13—20) offering scriptural assurance about the reliabil- 
ity of God’s promises. 5:11, an apology for the difficulty of the 
material is a common rhetorical device. Apology turns quickly 
to criticism of the addressees, accused of being ‘dull in under- 
standing’. The same term, meaning ‘sluggish’, concludes the 
exhortation at 6:12, but on a more optimistic note. Hence the 
accusation is clearly a rhetorical move, designed to challenge 
not condemn the addressees. 5:12, the challenging tone con- 
tinues with the suggestion that the addressees are spiritually 
underdeveloped, needing to learn their elementary cat- 
echism. The ‘oracles of God’ are Israel’s Scriptures (Acts 
7:38; Rom 3:2; 1 Pet 4:11). The contrasting images of ‘milk’ 
and ‘solid food’ commonly represent educational levels (e.g. 1 
Cor 2:6-8; 3:18—23; Philo, Agr. 9; Epict. Dis. 2.16.39). 5:13, the 
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homilist exploits the educational referents of the image. 
Those who imbibe educational pabulum are atthe elementary 
level, concentrating on grammar and rhetoric, not the ‘word 
of righteousness’, i.e. moral philosophy. In this context 
such secular language evokes another order of ‘righteousness’ 
(dikaiosyne), that provided by the heavenly high priest, who 
‘loves righteousness’ (1:9). 5:14, play on the imagery con- 
tinues. The contrast between milk and solid food parallels 
the contrast between the infant and the ‘mature’ person, 
whocan tolerate solid food. Adults are also those who exercise, 
and the phrase ‘trained by practice’ evokes both the gymna- 
sium and the common application of athletic imagery to the 
moral life (e.g. 1 Tim 4:7; 2 Pet 2:14; Heb 12:11; Philo, Conf: 
Ling. 181; Agr. 42). The final phrase, ‘distinguishing good 
from evil’, reinforces the secular referent of the imagery, but, 
for Hebrews, to make such a distinction is ultimately to follow 
Christ (12:1-2). Hence to be ‘mature’ (teleios) is more than a 
matter of physical and intellectual maturation. 6:1, a verbal 
play on the connotations of the language emerges in the call to 
press on to ‘perfection’ (teleiotes). The summons suggests, as 
does the underlying moralizing image, that perfection is in 
the hands of the addressees. It later becomes clear that 
their moral efforts depend upon the perfecting that Christ’s 
sacrifice affords (10:14). The homilist calls for an under- 
standing of that reality and a life lived in the light of 
Christ’s example (12:1—-2). He will not rehearse the basics of 
Christian belief and practice. v. 2, the ‘instruction about bap- 
tisms’ may involve the distinction between Christian in- 
itiation and other similar rites, as at Acts 18:25; 19:3-5. For 
the ritual ‘laying on of hands’, see Acts 8:17; 19:6. v. 3, a 
pious aside makes a conventional appeal to God’s will; cf. 1 
Cor 16:7, and, for similar appeals, Rom 1:10; 1 Cor 4:19; Acts 
18:21; Jas 4:15. 

6:4, the homilist declares four things to be ‘impossible’; cf. 
6:18; 10:4; 11:6. This solemn declaration begins a stern warn- 
ing, soon to be balanced by a more encouraging message. The 
belief that it is impossible to restore apostates resembles other 
early Christian expressions of rigorism, such as the notion of 
the unforgivable sin (Mt 12:32; Mk 3:29; Lk 12:10) or the 
‘mortal sin’ of 1 Jn 5:16. The homilist does not indicate 
whether the grounds for this judgement, repeated in a slightly 
different form at 10:26—31 and 12:15-17, involve divine unwill- 
ingness to accept repentance or a subjective inability of apos- 
tates to repent. It appears to be a matter of definition; those 
who put themselves outside the pale of salvation cannot be 
retrieved. Various images define belonging to the Christian 
community. To be ‘enlightened’ is a common Christian image 
for reception of the gospel; cf: 1 Cor 4:5; Eph 1:18; 2 Tim 1:10; 
Jn 1:9 1; Pet 2:9; Jas 1:17. The image has not yet become an 
equivalent for baptism. To have ‘tasted the heavenly gift’ could 
allude to the eucharist (cf. Acts 20:11) but is more likely to bea 
general reference to all that is involved in salvation. For simi- 
lar gifts, see Acts 2:38; 10:45; Rom 5:15; 2 Cor 9:15; Eph 3:7. v. 5, 
the ‘powers of the age to come’ recalls the description of the 
confirmation of God’s word (2:4). v. 6, the heart of the belief 
about apostates comes to expression. In rejecting the one 
whose death brings salvation, they join those who disgrace- 
fully executed him. The solemn designation of Christ as Son 
of God reinforces the heinousness of apostasy. v. 7, a vivid 
agricultural image, contrasting two types of soil, links the two 
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halves of the exhortation. Such imagery is common in Scrip- 
ture (Isa 5:1-2; 28:23-9; Ezek 19:10-14), in the parables of 
Jesus (Mk 4:3-9; Mt 13:1-9; Lk 8:4—8), and in other Jewish 
homilies (e.g. Philo, Quis Heres, 204). ‘Ground that drinks up 
the rain’ recalls the promised land (Deut 11:11). The human 
counterpart of that image has yet to be described. v. 8, the 
desolate briar patch recalls the land of the garden of Eden, 
cursed after the fall (Gen 3:17-18). The fiery destiny of such 
land may involve ordinary agricultural practice, but the image 
of burning evokes eschatological fire; cf. Mt 13:30, 42; 25:41; 
Rev 20:14. The image of consuming fire reappears at 12:29. 
v. 9, an address to the recipients as ‘beloved’ begins the 
expression of encouragement. Underlying the positive re- 
marks is the traditional triad of faith, hope, and love (cf. 1 
Thess 1:13; 1 Cor 13:3; Col 1:45), taken in inverse order. For 
another use of the triad, see 10:22-4. v. 10, confidence for the 
future is based on past experience of the community’s loving 
behaviour. The expression resembles flattering remarks ad- 
dressed by Christian leaders to their congregations (cf. 1 Thess 
1:2; Rev 2:19; Ign. Rom. proem). v. 11, for the full assurance of 
hope, cf. 10:22. ‘To the very end’ recalls the warning of 3:14. 
v. 12, to follow the homilist’s advice will prevent the address- 
ees from becoming ‘sluggish’ (cf. 5:11). Theopposite condition 
is a combination of fidelity and patience. The latter term, 
appearing only here in Hebrews, connotes more stalwart 
perseverance than passive patience. It will find echoes in later 
calls for endurance (10:32—6; 12:2). Such virtues will have 
their reward, expressed once again in terms of ‘inheriting 
the promise’; cf. 1:14; 4:1, 8. 

6:13, the final portion of the chapter develops the notion of 
the promise and suggests as a reason to be assured of it the 
divine oath that guarantees it. The homilist reflects on the 
oath that God swore to Abraham at Gen 22:16-17. The peri- 
cope anticipates a reflection (7:20—-5) on the divine oath men- 
tioned at Ps 110:4. The remark that God ‘swore by himself’ is 
based on Gen 22:16, a verse that caught the attention of other 
Jewish interpreters such as Philo (Sacr. 91-4; Leg. All. 3.203- 
7). 6:14, the content of the oath derives from Gen 22:17. 
Hebrews thus focuses on one element of the divine promise 
to Abraham, that he would be the father ofa great nation (Gen 
12:2-3; 15:5; 17:5), and ignores the correlative promise of land 
(Gen 12:7; 13:4). 6:15, the description of Abraham’s action 
repeats the language of 6:12. Abraham’s endurance involved 
his willingness to sacrifice Isaac, an episode used at 11:17-19 
to illustrate Abraham’s faith. 6:16, the human act of swearing 
helps explain the significance of God’s oath. Philo offers a 
similar analysis aboutthe supportive function of oaths (Somn. 
1.12) and suggests that the divine oath was designed to help 
human beings accept God’s promises (Abr. 273). 6:17, that 
God’s purposes are ‘unchangeable’ is a common affirmation 
of Scripture (Num 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29; Ps 89:35; Isa 40:8; Jer 
4:28) and of later Jewish authors (Philo, Deus Imm.). 6:18, the 
‘two unchangeable things’ are apparently God’s word and the 
confirming oath. A pastoral application of the reflection now 
develops. It is not immediately clear on what word and oath 
the addressees should rely. The following chapter (7:20-2) 
indicates thatthe relevant oath is found in Ps 110:4, confirm- 
ing Christ’s priesthood ‘after the order of Melchizedek’. The 
homilist probably considers Ps 2:7, cited most recently at 5:5 
in connection with Ps 110:4, as the basic divine word. The 
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description of Christians as those ‘who have taken refuge’, 
could be translated even more graphically as ‘who have fled 
for refuge’. The language hints at the image of wandering 
sojourners that will develop in ch. 11. The image of ‘flight’ 
towards God, based on Plato, Theaetetus, 176A—B, is common 
in Hellenistic religious philosophy. For a Jewish use, cf. Philo, 
Fug. 63. The homilist orients flight not to the transcendent 
world but towards an eschatological ‘hope’. 6:19, the image of 
the anchor, unknown to the biblical tradition prior to Heb- 
rews, is common in Greek literature (e.g. Pind. Odesl. 6.101; 
Plato, Leg. 12.961c¢; Philo, Sacr. 90) as a symbol of stability and 
security. The imagery shifts abruptly from stability to move- 
ment, from the nautical to the sacral. The language of move- 
ment derives not from the image of the anchor but from its 
referent, the heavenly high priest and his movement into the 
divine realm. The ‘inner shrine’ is the most sacred part of the 
tabernacle, separated by a special curtain from the external 
portion of the tabernacle; cf. Ex 26:31-3; 40:3; Mt 27:51. 6:20, 
the reference to the ‘curtain’ and the action of Jesus as high 
priest anticipates the treatment of the high priests in chs. 8— 
to. Only the high priest could enter the innermost sanctuary 
and only on the Day of Atonement. Jesus has made that move 
as a ‘forerunner’. The epithet, recalling the description of 
Jesus as ‘pioneer’ (2:10), emphasizes that his experience 
grounds his followers’ hopes. The concluding phrase reiter- 
ates the key verse, Ps 110:4, that warrants considering Christ a 
high priest. 


(7:1-28) Scriptural Reflection: Christ and Melchizedek The 
‘long and difficult’ (NRSV: ‘much...that is hard’) (cf. 5:11) 
discourse begins. The first stage, ch. 7, explores the implica- 
tions of the insight that Ps r1o:4 can apply to Christ. The 
homilist’s strategy is to interpret the only scriptural passage 
other than Ps 110 where the figure of Melchizedek appears. 
vv. 1-2, Gen 14:17-20 describes the encounter between 
Abraham and Melchizedek after Abraham had defeated a 
coalition of five kings and rescued his kinsman Lot. Abraham 
first meets the king of Sodom when Melchizedek of Salem 
abruptly appears, blesses Abraham, and in return receives a 
tithe ofhis spoils. Phrases selected from the passage convey 
the essential points deserving comment. v. 2b, interpretation 
begins with etymologies, which are technically incorrect. Mel- 
chizedek’s name is an ancient theophoric formation meaning 
‘Zedek [a Canaanite deity] is my king’. Similarly ‘Salem’ is not 
the equivalent of the Hebrew word for ‘peace’ (shalom). None- 
theless, the etymologies ‘king of righteousness’ and ‘king of 
peace’ were current among first-century Jewish interpreters 
(Philo, Leg. All. 3.79; Jos. J.W. 6.438). Apart from their evoca- 
tion of traditional Messianic attributes, the etymologies play 
no further role in the chapter. v. 3, Scripture’s silence implies 
attributes of Melchizedek that make him resemble the ‘Son of 
God’. In the absence of any record of Melchizedek’s ancestry, 
birth, or death, he can be described as a ‘priest forever’. 
Speculation on Melchizedek was rife in the period. The Qum- 
ran sectarians thoughtof him as an angelic judge (11QMelch). 
Philo uses him to symbolize the divine Word (Leg. All. 3.79- 
82). An elaborate legend about Melchizedek, probably dating 
to the late first century, appears in 2 Enoch. Later rabbis 
identified Melchizedek with the archangel Michael (’Abot R. 
Nat. [A] 34). Gnostic Christians knew of Melchizedek as an 
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angel (Hippol. Haer. 7.26; the Nag Hammadi tractate Melchi- 
zedek; Pistis Sophia 1:25—-6). None of these traditions is explicit 
here, but they form the background to the use of Melchizedek 
to explain the significance of Christ. 

v. 4, reflection on Melchizedek’s superiority to the levitical 
priests begins with the phrase that Abraham gave a tithe to 
Melchizedek (Gen 14:20). v. 5, Num 18:21-32 stipulates that 
Israelites had to give a tithe to the priests, who were of the tribe 
of Levi and thus ultimately descended from the patriarch. v. 6, 
that Abraham, with no physical relationship to Melchizedek, 
gave him a tithe suggests a hierarchy: Melchizedek > Abra- 
ham > levitical priests > Israelites. That Melchizedek blessed 
Abraham constitutes the second point for comment. The 
mention of ‘the promises’ continues a subordinate theme 
from 6:13-15. v. 7, despite the apodictic remark that the greater 
blesses the less, numerous examples attest the opposite (Job 
31:20; 2 Sam 14:22; 1 Kings 1:47). The principle is clearly an ad 
hoc formulation. v. 8, the mortal Levites stand in stark contrast 
to the other recipient of a tithe, Melchizedek. The restrained 
formulation, ‘it is testified that he lives’, alluding to the fact 
that Scripture does not record Melchizedek’s death (v. 3), does 
not explain Melchizedek’s immortality. vw. 9-10, the relation- 
ship of givers and recipients of tithes confirms the hierarch- 
ical relationship between Melchizedek and the Levites. The 
introductory remark, ‘one might even say’ recognizes the 
argument’s playful quality. 

v. 11, the exegesis turns to the effectiveness of the priestly 
action. ‘Perfection’, the goal of the addressees (6:1), begins, as 
will later be apparent (9:14; 10:14), with the forgiveness of sins 
and ability to participate in the covenant community. If the 
Levites had produced such perfection, Ps 110:4 would not 
have predicted another priesthood. A parenthetical comment 
connects the priesthood with the law. v. 12, although the 
parenthesis seems to be a casual aside, the connection is 
significant. If the priestly basis of the law is eliminated, then 
the law itself becomes invalid. For the quasi-logical language 
of ‘necessity’, cf. 8:3; 9:16, 23. v. 13, only members of the tribe 
of Levi could serve as priests (Ex 28:1-4; Num 1:47-54). v. 14, 
as a descendant of David (Mt 1:1; 9:27; 15:22; Mk 10:47; Lk 1:32; 
Rom 1:3; 2 Tim 2:8; Rev 22:16), Jesus, reverently styled ‘our 
Lord’ (cf. 2:3; 13:20), was of the tribe of Judah’. Hence, he 
could not have been a priest according to the stipulations of 
the law. 

v. 15, what is ‘even more obvious’ is that old priestly order 
and its law have been changed. v. 16, the opposition between 
Levites and the order of Melchizedek is framed in terms of a 
dichotomy between the ‘physical’, better translated ‘carnal’, 
and ‘life’. That life is ‘indestructible’ because it is eternal (v. 3). 
A distinction between flesh and spirit underlies the oppos- 
ition, and the ‘spirit’ will surface at 9:14, but Hebrews is 
careful not to express the significance of Christ in static, 
metaphysical terms. The spirit is ultimately embodied; cf. 
IO:I-I0. v. 17, Scripture’s silence testified to Melchizedek’s 
life. The words of Ps 110:4, understood as addressed to the 
Son, attest the eternality of his priesthood. wv. 18-19, a 
summary of the argument focuses not on priesthood but on 
law. In contrast with the weakness of the priestly-legal 
system stands, not the effective reality of the new priest, but 
the hope that he inspires. The homilist thus continues 
the theme articulated at 6:19. The cultic image of ‘approach- 
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ing’ God has been (4:16) and will be (7:25; 10:22) used of 
Christian life. Christ’s ‘approach’ guarantees access for his 
followers. 

v. 20, relying on the demonstrated significance of divine 
oaths (6:13-18), the homilist focuses on the first half of Ps 
10:4, where God ‘confirmed’ his promise of priestly status 
‘with an oath’, a phenomenon not attested for other priests. 
v. 21, Ps 11074 is cited. v. 22, the surprising inference intro- 
duces the theme of a new covenant, anticipating chs. 8-10. 
Christ’s role as guarantor or ‘surety’ parallels functions ac- 
corded to quasi-divine intermediaries such as Philo’s Logos 
(Quis Heres, 205-6). The divinely assured status of the heav- 
enly high priest gives his followers their assurance. 

v. 23, a new argument, based on the opposition between 
multiplicity and unity, contrasts levitical priests and Christ. 
The fact that priests of old replaced one another in succession 
was implicit in the notion of ancestry (7:3, 5, 8). The natural 
inference is that they were ‘many in number’. v. 24, Christ, by 
contrast, ‘continues forever’. The Greek verb (menein) had 
applied to Melchizedek at v. 3. The motif surfaces at the 
beginning (1:11-12) and end (13:8) of the homily. v. 25, the 
earlier affirmation (5:9) that Christ as priest is a ‘source of 
salvation’, is now connected with his intercessory activity. The 
traditional notion that the exalted Christ is a heavenly inter- 
cessor (Rom 8:34; Jn 17:9; I Jn 2:1) is connected with Christ’s 
priesthood here and at Heb 9:24. 

yv. 26, the chapter concludes with a rhetorically elaborate 
celebration of the heavenly status of Christ. The note that it is 
‘fitting’ for there to be sucha high priest resembles the claim 
that Christ had to be perfected through suffering (2:10); both 
are part of the divine plan of salvation. The attributes of Christ 
are traditional. For his holiness, see the application of Ps 16:10 
to him at Acts 2:27; 13:35. For his sinlessness, see 4:15. v. 27, 
the contrast between Christ and ordinary high priests again 
relies on the opposition between multiplicity and unity, but 
the precise referent of the priestly sacrifices ‘day after day’ is 
unclear. The distinction between an offering for the priest’s 
sins and one for the people reflects the ritual of the Day of 
Atonement (Lev 16:11, 16), not the daily offering. The Torah 
required the tamid, animals sacrificed twice daily, morning 
and evening (Ex 29:38-42; Num 28:3-8), accompanied by a 
meal offering (Ex 29:40-1; Lev 6:14-23; Num 28:5). 
High priests could, but were not required to, make these 
offerings. Although the Torah does not differentiate the func- 
tions of the two types of offering, Philo (Quis Heres, 174) 
suggests that the meal-offerings were for the priests, the 
animals for the people. Hebrews apparently knows that trad- 
ition. The notion that Christ died ‘once for all’ in an act of self: 
sacrifice is traditional (Rom 6:10; 1 Pet 3:18); Hebrews will 
focus on it (9:12, 25-8; 10:10). v. 28, a neat antithesis sum- 
marizes the comparison of the chapter, concluding with a 
solemn affirmation about the eternal status of the heavenly 
high priest. 


(8:1-10:18) Scriptural Reflection: Christ’s Sacrifice and the 
New Covenant 


(8:1-7) The Work of the Heavenly High Priest From 8:1 
through 10:18 the homilist develops an integrated exposition, 
focused on Jer 31:31-4. Ch. 7 treated the personal status of the 
Son. These chapters examine his work, using the antitheses of 
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earthly and heavenly, new and old, interior and external. The 
organization of the material resembles the homiletic pattern 
of chs. 3-4. The introduction to this homily, extending to 8:7, 
indicates the main point of the argument and introduces two 
of the oppositions on which the subsequent exegesis depends. 
v. 1, the chapter begins with another allusion to the key Ps 
ro: and its image of the exalted one (cf. 1:3, 13; 4:14). v. 2, 
designation of Christ as a ‘minister’ (leitourgos) uses a com- 
mon term for priests. The place where this minister serves is 
the ‘true’ cultic site. Much of the next two chapters explains 
what it means to be the true place of worship. Here the two 
terms ‘sanctuary’ and ‘tabernacle’ suggest further develop- 
ments. The latter term is the technical designation of the 
tent of the Exodus. It is that structure, not the Davidic or 
Herodian temple, that is in view. While ‘sanctuary’ could be 
a synonym, the homilist’s later usage suggests that the term 
refers to the innermost part of the tabernacle. The distin- 
guishing feature of this whole complex is that God, not 
human beings, set it up. The homilist begins to play with 
the widespread notion of a heavenly temple or sanctuary. 
Based upon ancient notions of a heavenly plan for the earthly 
temple (Ex 25:40; 1 Chr 28:19), Jewish interpreters developed 
the belief in a heavenly temple or divine palace (1 Enoch, 
14:10-20; T. Levi, 3:2-4; Wis 9:8; 2 Apoc. Bar. 4:5; b. Hag. 
12b; Gen. Rab. 55.7). The book of Revelation (3:12; 7:15; 15:5, 
etc.) relies heavily on the notion. Similar ideas appear in 
Greek sources (Ps.-Plato, Epin. 983z-848; Sen. Ben. 7.7.3; 
Heracl. Ep. 4), although the cosmos is usually the ‘true’ tem- 
ple, the inner portion of which is heaven itself. Hellenistic 
Jewish interpreters such as Philo could use both images 
(cosmos as true temple: Spec. Leg. 1.66; heaven, ie. the noetic 
world, as true temple: Vit. Mos. 2.74). v. 3, what priests do is as 
important as where they do it. For priests offering ‘gifts and 
sacrifices’, cf. 5:1. Christ’s offering is nothing other than 
himself (7:27; 9:12-14). v. 4, that Christ could not be a con- 
ventional priest was clear from 7:14. v. 5, Ex 25:40 mentions 
the heavenly pattern shown to Moses. Description of what 
was copied from that plan as a ‘shadow’ recalls Plato's 
famous ‘Myth of the Cave’ (Resp. 7.515A—B). The ‘shadows’ in 
the phenomenal world are far removed from the reality of the 
noeticworld (cf. Philo, Ebr. 132-3; Vit. Mos. 2.74). The homilist 
continues to utilize Platonic terminology in the opposition 
between heaven and earth, but he will finally resist 
Platonic metaphysics. The other term used ofthe earthly place 
of worship, translated ‘sketch’ by the NRSV, may intimate 
some of his hesitation. The word more commonly means 
‘outline’ or ‘prefiguration’, although it does mean ‘copy’ in 
the LXX (Ezek 42:15, and Aquila’s version of Ezek 8:10 and 
Dan 4:17). In this context it surely has that meaning, although 
in ch. to the homilist will shift from a horizontal to temporal 
dichotomy and he may now be preparing the way. v. 6, that 
Jesus is a ‘mediator’ ofa new covenant recalls the claim that he 
is a guarantor (7:22) who serves an intercessory role (7:25). 
The notion of a ‘new covenant’ anticipates the quotation in wy. 
8-12. The qualitative distinction between the covenants rests 
on the ‘promises’ that they contain. Although much is con- 
tained in the theme of ‘promise’ (4:1; 11:13-16, 39-40; 12:22— 
4), the distinctive element here is the effective forgiveness of 
sins (8:12; 9:14, 26-8; 10:16-18). v. 7, a contra-factual argu- 
ment, analogous to the point (7:11) about the new priest men- 
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tioned in Ps 110, introduces the dichotomy between new and 


old. 


(8:8—-13) Jer 31:31-4: The Text for a Homily v. 8, the introduc- 
tory comment attributes the oracle to an unnamed speaker. 
The NRSV, not inappropriately, specifies God as the author of 
the message. The text of Jeremiah itself claims ‘the Lord’ as 
speaker. In its original context Jer 31:31-4 (LXX 38:31-4, to 
which the citation conforms closely) is part of a series of 
oracles (chs. 30-3) offering hope to the Israelites of the exilic 
period that YHWH would restore them to their homeland. At 
that time, God would re-establish his relationship with them 
and renew their hearts and minds. Later Jewish groups, such 
as the sectarians at Qumran, understood the ideal of a ‘new 
covenant’ to refer to their own eschatological community (CD 
6:19; 8:21; 10:12). Although they did not elsewhere cite this 
text, early Christians used the notion (Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 
22:20; 1 Cor 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6). The citation will help the homil- 
ist to specify what the ‘better promises’ of 8:6 entail. v. 10, the 
distinction between a covenant of external observance and one 
of internal, heartfelt adherence adds a third dichotomy to the 
antitheses between heaven and earth, old and new. Repetition 
of the verse at 10:16 indicates its thematic significance. v. 12, 
from the exordium (1:3) onwards, the homilist stressed the 
significance of the forgiveness of sins effected by Christ. The 
conclusion of the citation indicates that under the new coven- 
ant such forgiveness will be a reality. Again, repetition of the 
verse at 10:17 underlines its significance. v. 13, ominous lan- 
guage, using terminology for an ‘obsolete’ law, reinforces the 
negative tone of 8:7 and recalls the need for a change in law 
(7:11). 

(9:1-10) The Earthly Sanctuary The homilist begins to con- 
trast old and new covenants by reviewing the structure and 
rituals of the tabernacle. v. 1, announcing the theme of the 
section, the first verse casts the ‘earthly’ or ‘worldly’ sanctuary 
ina negative light. v. 2, Hebrews relies on several OT passages: 
YHWH’s instructions forthe tabernacle (Ex 25:1-31:11); Bezal- 
el’s construction of the tabernacle (36:1-39:43); YHWH’s 
authorization to set it up (40:1-15); and the account of the 
compliance by Moses (40:16-38). The ‘first’ tent is the outer 
portion of the whole tabernacle. For the ‘lampstand’, see Ex 
25:3I-9; 37:17-24; 40:4; for the ‘table’, Ex 25:23-8; 37:10-15; 
for the ‘bread’, Ex 25:30; 40:23; Mt 12:4. Most MSS record the 
standard designation of the outer portion of the tabernacle as 
‘the Holy Place’. Some MSS, however, including P46, the 
oldest witness to Hebrews, reverse the standard designation 
and call this space the ‘Holy of Holies’. The homilist may have 
inverted the normal designation to emphasize the multiplicity 
of the external tabernacle. Although odd, the terminology of 
‘Holy Place’ for the inner sanctuary is consistent; cf. 9:12. v. 3, 
the ‘curtair’ has already appeared (6:19) as the boundary of the 
space accessible to the high priest. v. 4, for the ‘altar of in- 
cense’, see Ex 30:I-10; 37:25-8; 40:5. According to the Penta- 
teuchal accounts it should be in the outer sanctuary, but 2 
Macc 2:4-8 closely associates this altar and the ark and 2 Apoc. 
Bar. 6:7 depicts an angel removing both from the inner sanc- 
tuary. For the ‘ark of the covenant’, Ex 25:10—-15; 37:1-5; 40:3; 
for the ‘manna’, Ex 16:33—4; for ‘Aaron’s rod’, the budding of 
which determined his selection as priest, Num 17:1-11; for the 
‘tablets of the covenant’, Ex 25:16. v. 5, for the ‘cherubim’, and 
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the ‘mercy seat’, see Ex 25:17-22; 37:6-9. The latter is the 
cover of the ark that was the focal point of the rites of the Day 
of Atonement. Paul refers to it at Rom 3:25. The kind of 
discussion ‘in detail’ to be avoided appears in the elaborate 
allegories of the tabernacle’s cosmic significance among Jew- 
ish interpreters (Philo, Vit. Mos. 2.97—-100; Cher.). 

v. 6, the ‘ritual duties’ of priests in the outer tabernacle 
included trimming lamps (Ex 27:20-1) and setting ‘show- 
bread’ on the table (Lev 24:5-9). The note that the priests ‘go 
continually’ into the sacred space does not reflect contempor- 
ary practice, but describes what Scripture requires. v. 7, the 
‘once ayear’ Day of Atonement on the tenth day of the seventh 
month (Lev 16:29-31) involves an elaborate ritual, performed 
only by the high priest. He first sacrifices a bull for himself 
and his household (Lev 16:6, 11), thena he-goat for the people; 
another animal not mentioned here, the scapegoat, is expelled 
into the desert. The high priest enters the inner sanctuary to 
sprinkle the ark twice, first with the bull’s blood, then with a 
goat’s blood (Lev 16:14-15). The non-biblical restriction of the 
sacrifice’s effect to sins committed ‘unintentionally’ con- 
forms to Jewish tradition (m. Yoma, 8.9; t. Yoma, 5.60). v. 8, 
the homilist explores the ritual’s deeper meaning. As at 3:7, 
the inspiration of the ‘Holy Spirit’ highlights the contempor- 
ary application of Scripture. v. 9, the antecedent of ‘this’ is 
ambiguous but is most likely the ‘first tabernacle’ of v. 6. The 
translation of the NRSV suggests that the ‘present time’ is a 
time of unfulfilment, the time ‘during which’ (kath’ hen) 
ineffective sacrifices are being offered. The translation thus 
makes the subordinate clause temporal, defining the ‘pres- 
ent’. It should, instead, be rendered as a relative clause, 
translated ‘according to which’, and construed as modifying 
the ‘symbol’, i.e. the tabernacle. For our author, the ‘present 
time’ is not dominated by the old cult, but by Christ’s sacrifice. 
The tabernacle prefigures inadequately what is now effect- 
ively present through Christ’s sacrifice, which affects the hu- 
man heart. Scripture has no word for ‘conscience’ (syneidesis), 
which is common in the Hellenistic world. It appears in 
Jewish (Wis 17:10; Jos. Ant. 16.100) and early Christian litera- 
ture (e.g. Rom 2:15; 1 Cor 4:4; 1 Pet 2:14; 1 Clem. 1.3). v. 10, the 
homilist criticizes the superficiality of levitical sacrifices. The 
language refers in a general way to the system of purity laws 
covering ‘food’ (Lev 11; Deut 14) and ‘baptisms’ or washings 
(Lev 15; Num 19); ‘drinks’ are not mentioned in the Penta- 
teuch. Fora similar denigration of cultic externalism, see 13:9. 
The ‘time of correction’ is not a future hope, but the present 
era of the new covenant. 


(9:11-14) The Ritual of the Heavenly Sanctuary Attention 
shifts to the present, defined by the moment when ‘Christ 
came’ as High Priest in an act symbolized by the yearly ritual. 
The fact that his priesthood involves ‘things that have come’ 
reinforces the positive view of ‘the present’ suggested by the 
previous verses. The ‘greater and more perfect tent’ has been 
understood in various metaphorical senses, but our homilist 
is quite restrained. He simply evokes the image of passage 
through the heavens associated with Christ’s exaltation (2:10; 
4:14) and suggests that the passage involves the true (8:2) tent 
that God pitched. That something ‘not made with hands’ is 
superior to a manufactured product is a commonplace of 
Jewish (Isa 46:6; Philo, Vit. Mos. 2.74-6), pagan (Plut. De 
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Trang. Anim. 20 (477¢-p), Ps.-Heracl. Ep. 4), and Christian 
(Mk 14; 58; Acts 7:48) sources. The designation as ‘not of this 
creation’ confirms the tent’s heavenly (8:5) status. v. 12, the 
homilist operates with the notion of a heavenly archetype for 
the earthly sanctuary. Christ’s ‘once for all’, or absolutely 
singular (cf. 7:27) passage through the heavens (4:14) involved 
entry into an exalted supernal realm, the ‘Holy Place’ equiva- 
lent to the earthly inner sanctuary; cf. vv. 2-3. For the ‘blood of 
goats and calves’ cf. v. 7. The claim that Christ’s self-sacrifice 
brought ‘redemption’, or purchase out of bondage, is trad- 
itional. Cf. Lk 1:68; 2:38 for the same noun. For the notion, 
see Mt 20:28; Mk 10:45; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet 1:18; Acts 7:35. v.13, an 
a fortiort argument concludes the comparison between old 
and new rituals of atonement. Disparaging references to Pen- 
tateuchal rites constitute the weaker end of the analogy. To the 
elements of the ritual of the Day of Atonement, ‘blood of goats 
and bulls’, the homilist adds an allusion to the unrelated 
‘ashes of a heifer’, used in purification rituals. Cf. Num 19. 
v. 14, the stronger pole of the analogy is Christ’s death, 
assumed, with many early Christians, to be a cleansing, sacri- 
ficial act; cf. Acts 15:9; Eph 5:26; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet 3:21; 1 Jn 1:7, 
9. The ‘blood’ shed in that death is of far greater value than 
animals’ blood since it belongs to the Son; cf. 10:4. Itis only by 
virtue of the ‘eternal Spirit’ that blood can be sprinkled in the 
‘true’ or ‘heavenly’ sanctuary. The homilist’s quasi-Platonic 
dichotomy (8:5) renders comprehensible the intimateconnec- 
tion of ‘heavenly’ and ‘spiritual’. It also makes some sense of 
the mythological notions of a passage through the heavens 
and a sprinkling of blood in that sphere. Ambiguity remains 
about the role of the spirit and the character of the connection 
between spirit and blood. The ‘eternal Spirit’ could be the 
divine spirit that raises Christ’s act to a transcendent plane, 
or his own spirit, by virtue of which he attains the divine 
realm. Tension within this motif will remain until ch. ro. 
Christ’s cleansing sacrifice is spiritual because it affects ‘con- 
science’, cf. v. 9. ‘Dead works’ are sins (6:1) that contrast with 
works of love (10:24). ‘Worship’ involves prayer (13:15), but 
also the ‘sacrifices’ of good works (10:24; 13:6). 


(9:15-22) The New Covenant To connect the motifs at work, 
the homilist resorts to a play on words possible in Greek, 
where the meaning of diatheké can range from ‘contract’ or 
‘treaty’ to ‘will’ or ‘testament’. For a similar wordplay, see Gal 
3:15—-18. v. 15, Christ as ‘mediator’ appeared at 8:6. For the 
common designation of Christians as ‘called’, see Rom 1:6; 1 
Cor 1:2; Jude 1; Rev 17:14. The addressees had been named 
‘partners in a heavenly calling’ at 3:1. Ordinary legal usage 
dictates that the promise of an ‘inheritance’ (1:14; 6:17) im- 
plies the death of a testator. The death in the case of this 
testament/covenant ‘redeems’ the heirs from their transgres- 
sions, as already noted inv. 12. v. 16, legal language describes 
the requirements for a testament to be enforced; the death of 
the testator must be ‘established’ or formally registered. v. 17, 
further technical language, ‘to take effect’, to be ‘in force’, 
continues to re-emphasize the point that a testament presup- 
poses death, something not required for ‘covenants’. v. 18, the 
fact that there is a discrepancy between the social and legal 
presuppositions of testaments and covenants prompts the 
observation that the inauguration of the first covenant re- 
quired bloodshed. The sacrifice concluding the ratification 
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ceremony at Ex 24:3-8 foreshadows Christ’s death. v. 19, 
reading of ‘every commandment’ was the first act in the 
establishment of the Sinai covenant (Ex 24:7). The remark 
that the reading was ‘according to the law’ embellishes Scrip- 
ture but reinforces the connection between cultic act and law; 
cf. 7:11. Details from various rituals are conflated. The blood of 
‘calves’ was part of the Mosaic ritual. The phrase ‘and goats’, 
omitted by some ancient MSS, evokes the Day of Atonement, 
as v. 12. Water and hyssop pertain to the ritual of the red heifer 
(Num 19:8, 18, 20). All three elements appear in the purifica- 
tion of lepers (Lev 14:2—6). v. 20, the citation of Ex 24:8, firmly, 
if artificially, connecting blood and covenant, resembles the 
words of institution of the eucharist (Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 
22:20; I Cor 11:24-5). The homilist does not develop such an 
allusion. v. 21, consecration of the Mosaic tabernacle involved 
anointing (Ex 40:9), not sprinkling with blood; the verse may 
allude to the installation of Aaronid priests (Lev 8:15, 19, 26). 
v. 22, the connection of blood and forgiveness appears in a 
common Jewish maxim; cf. b. Yoma, 5a; b. Menah. 93b; b. 
Zebah. 6a. 


(9:23-8) The New Heavenly Sacrifice Balancing 9:11-14, a 
new description of Christ’s ‘heavenly’ action incorporates 
the image of ritual purification developed in the previous 
verses. v. 23, the contrast between heavenly reality and earthly 
copy (NRSV: sketch) repeats the language of 8:4, although it is 
clear from 9:14 that the true ‘heavenly things’ are human 
consciences. The homilist thus takes a cosmic image to sym- 
bolize a personal reality. v. 24, the description of Christ’s entry 
into heaven (cf. 4:14; 8:1-2; 9:11-12) uses decidedly Platonic 
language (‘copy’, ‘true one’, ‘heaven itself’). As at 7:25, the 
intercessory role of the heavenly high priest, who ‘appears in 
the presence of God’, comes to the fore. v. 25, a renewed 
contrast between Christ and ordinary high priests emphasizes 
the multiplicity ofthe latter (cf. 9:7) and the distance between 
them and their offering (cf. 9:12). v. 26, a reductio ad absurdum 
articulates the contrast between Christ and ordinary high 
priests. Had he been merely one of them, his sacrifice would 
have been unceasingly repeated. The insistence on the ‘once 
for all’ character of Christ’s sacrifice (7:27; 9:12; 10:10) con- 
tinues the Platonizing dichotomy between the phenomenal, 
earthly ‘many’ and the stable, heavenly ‘one’. The unique 
character of Christ’s act, however, derives from its eschato- 
logical position ‘at the end of the age’. v. 27, that it is ‘ap- 
pointed for mortals todie’ isa Greek proverb; cf. 4 Macc 8:11. The 
notion of a post-mortem judgement, distinct from the final 
general judgement (Dan 7:26; Mt 25:31-46; 2 Thess 2:12; Rev 
20:12) is traditional in Greek sources (Plato, Resp. 10.614B— 
621p; Plut. De Fac. 27-30). v. 28, the application of Christ’s 
sacrifice to ‘the sins of many’ evokes Isa 53:12; cf. Mk 10:45; 
Rom 5:19. Early Christians expected His coming a ‘second 
time’; cf. Mk 13:24-7; Acts 1:10—11; 1 Cor 15:23—4; Rev 1:7. 

(10:1-10) The True Sacrifice The final stage of the exposition 
of Jer 31 indicates that Christinaugurated the new and interior 
covenant by an act of conformity to God’s will. v. 1, for the old 
as ‘shadow’ see 8:5. The contrast between a shadow and the 
‘true form’ (eikén) may derive from Plato’s discussion of 
language (Cra. 439A). The homilist playfully exploits the po- 
tential of the categories: the ‘true form’ that causes the shadow 
is ultimately shown to be the ‘body’ of Christ (v. to). The 
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ineffectiveness of the law and its cult was already stressed at 
7:11, 19. v. 2, the homilist argues that the purification effected 
by the old sacrifices was only skin deep (cf. 9:13); had they 
been truly and decisively effective, they would not need to be 
repeated. v. 3, the function of the old sacrifice to remind 
sinners of their acts may be an extension of Num 5:15. The 
recollection of sins in the old covenant contrasts with the 
forgetfulness of sin in the new (8:12; 10:17). v. 4, the apodictic 
denial of the effectiveness of sacrifice radicalizes such proph- 
etic critiques of cultic formalism as 1 Sam 15:22; Ps 50:8-15, 
51:16-19; Isa 1:12-17; Jer 7:21-6; Hos 6:6. ‘Bulls and goats’ 
alludes again to the Day of Atonement; cf. 9:12-13. vv. 5-6, as 
at 2:12-13 verses from a psalm express Christ’s intentions. 
The homilist recontextualizes the psalm as an utterance of 
Christ upon entering ‘the world’, where the decisive ‘heav- 
enly’ sacrifice really occurs. Hebrews cites Ps 40:6-8, in its 
Greek form. The original psalm praised YHWH for his ben- 
efactions, promised obedience, and asked for assistance. The 
homilist focuses on the promise, contrasting heartfelt obedi- 
ence and external cult. The phrase ‘a body you have prepared 
for me’, the Greek translation of the Hebrew ‘you have given 
me an open ear’, serves the homilist well. v. 7, the parenthet- 
ical remark in the original psalm about the ‘scroll of the book’ 
probably referred to the ‘law of the king’ (Deut 17:14-20); the 
king thus accepts the responsibility for abiding by the law. 
Hebrews probably understands the remark to allude to the 
whole OT, assumed to be written about Christ. v. 8, exegesis of 
the psalm focuses on the contrast between external cult and 
heartfelt obedience. The homilist begins by collecting all the 
allusions to rejected cultic acts. v. 9, after highlighting the 
psalm’s profession of willingness to obey, the homilist draws a 
sweeping conclusion. The solemn submission to God’s will, 
taken to be the inaugural act of the new covenant, supplants 
the whole cultic system. v. 10, that Christ’s death conformed 
to God’s willis commonplace; cf: Gal 1:4; Eph 1:5—11; 1 Pet 3:17. 
For God’s will that believers be sanctified, see 1 Thess 4:3. 
Christ’s act of obedience made God’s will his own. The Geth- 
semane story (Mt 26:42; Lk 22:42) and the fourth gospel (Jn 
4:34; 5:30; 6:38-40; 19:30) express similar claims about 
Christ’s obedience. Hebrews makes that obedience decisive 
for establishing the new covenant. That Christ’s act of obedi- 
encetook place ina sacrificed ‘body’ is significant. The homilist 
finally resolves the tensions between metaphysical vocabulary 
and historical narrative by insisting on the locus of the ‘real’ and 
‘true’ in Christ’s embodied act. Christ’s obedient disposition 
unites heaven and earth. Significantly the composite name 
‘Jesus Christ’ appears for the first time; cf. 13:8. 


(10:11-18) Summation The homilist weaves together the 
themes of the last several chapters. v. 11, the weakness of the 
old cultic system is by now familiar; cf. 7:11, 19; 9:9-10; 10:1— 
4. v. 12, the notion of Christ’s session from Ps 11o:1, last 
mentioned at 8:1, re-emphasizes the finality of his priestly 
act. v. 13, citation of Ps 110:1b, last mentioned at 1:13, points to 
the culmination of the salvific process. An eschatological 
horizon dominates the final chapters of Hebrews. v. 14, for 
the notion of ‘perfection’, see 2:10. It is now clear that, applied 
to believers, ‘perfection’ means the cleansing of conscience 
effected by Christ’s sacrifice. Worshippers so perfected are 
still ‘being sanctified’. The present tense of the verb implies 
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that the process is acontinuing one. ‘Sanctification’ within the 
community of the new covenant is thus distinct from the 
‘perfecting’ that enables participation in that community. 
v. 15, the solemn introduction underscores the importance of 
the following citation. For another ascription of Scripture to 
the Spirit, see 3:7. v. 16, a slightly modified quotation of Jer 
31:33, previously cited at 8:10, emphasizes that the new coven- 
ant involves ‘hearts and minds’. v. 17, Jer 31:34), cited at 8:12, is 
enhanced with the phrase ‘and their lawless deeds’, which 
emphasizes the effective remission of sin essential to the new 
covenant. 


Exhortation to Faithful Endurance (10:19—12:13) 


(10:19-24) Transitional Admonition: Hold Fast to the 
Faith An exhortation to live as members of the new covenant 
recalls many previous exhortations, while stressing faith 
(v. 22), hope (v. 23), and love (v. 24). For the traditional triad, 
see 1 Cor 13:13. v. 19, for Christian ‘confidence’, or better, 
‘boldness’, see 3:6; 4:16. All Christians can now go where 
only the high priests of old could go, into God’s presence. 
The blood of Jesus, because it cleanses conscience and in- 
augurates a new covenant (9:14-22), makes such entry possi- 
ble. v. 20, the ‘way’ designates the Christian movement in 
Acts 9:2; 18:25; 24:14. It is ‘new’ because available only in the 
new covenant and ‘living’, like God’s word, 4:12, Christ, 7:25, 
and God, 10:31, because it derives from those vital realities. 
The ‘curtain’ (cf. 6:19; 9:3, 7) marks the boundary to God’s 
presence; only those who are ‘perfected’ may enter. A par- 
enthetical comment emphasizes that approach to God is 
made possible by Christ’s flesh, offered in his bodily sacrifice 
(10:10). Syntax is ambiguous, but the phrase probably defines 
the ‘way’ rather than the ‘curtain’. v. 21, a similar remark about 
Christians having a ‘high priest’ appeared at 4:14. His posi- 
tion over the ‘house of God’ reflects 3:6. v. 22, the addressees 
were earlier summoned to ‘approach’ (4:16). That hearts have 
been ‘sprinkled clean’ recalls 9:13-14 and may evoke Ezek 
36:25-6. ‘Washing’ with ‘pure water’ clearly alludes to bap- 
tism. v. 23, for maintaining the ‘confession’, see 3:1-6. Scrip- 
ture (Deut 7:9; Ps 145:13) affirms that God is faithful. That 
God’s promises are secure has been a constant theme; cf. 4:1; 
6:12-17; 8:6; 9:15. v. 24, the call to ‘provoke one another’ 
reflects the Greek notions of the moral life as contest; cf. 
Xen. Mem. 3.3.13; Isoc. Con. Dem. 46; Pliny, Ep. 3.7. The 
summons to ‘good deeds’ is frequent in early Christian ex- 
hortation, e.g. Mt 5:16; 26:10; Jn 10:32; 1 Pet 2:12; Rom 12:17. 
For more such deeds, see 13:1-6. v. 25, the reference to the 
behaviour of ‘some’ indicates part of the perceived problem 
that Hebrews addresses. The prophetic warning about the 
coming ‘Day’ of the Lord (cf. Isa 2:12; Joel 1:15; 3:14; Am 
5:18; 8:9; Zeph 1:14; Zech 14:1) became a part of early Chris- 
tian expectation (cf. Mt 10:15; 1 Cor 1:8; 3:13; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; I 
Thess 5:2, 4; 2 Thess 2:2; 2 Pet 3:10; 1 Jn 4:17). The ominous 
tone introduces the following warning. 

(10:24-39) Warning and Encouragement As in previous ex- 
hortations, the homilist balances threat (vv. 24-31) with en- 
couragement (vv. 32-9). v. 26, the emphasis on wilful 
persistence in sin recalls the Pentateuchal distinction be- 
tween high-handed and inadvertent sins; cf. Num 15:25-31 
and Heb 9:7. The denial of a new ‘sacrifice for sins’ echoes 
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the warning about the impossibility of repentance for apos- 
tasy (6:4—8). v. 27, the image of a ‘fury of fire’ characterizes 
judgement scenes; cf. 2 Apoc. Bar. 48:39-40; 2 Thess 1:7-8; 
Rev 11:5; 20:14. For God as ‘consuming fire’ see 12:29. v. 28, 
not all violators of Torah were subjectto the death penalty. The 
generalization rests on cases involving blasphemy (Lev 24:14- 
16) or idolatry (Deut 17:2—5). Deut 19:15 requires ‘two or three 
witnesses’ for any conviction; Deut 17:6 applies the require- 
ment to the death penalty imposed for idolatry. v. 29, the a 
fortiori argument recalls the warning at 2:2-3. For ‘spurning 
the Son of God’, see 6:6. The notion of ‘outraging the Spirit’ 
recalls warnings aboutthe ‘sin against the Spirit’ (Mk 3:29; Lk 
12:10). v. 30, the first quotation is from Deut 32:35, cited in the 
same form in Rom 12:19. The second citation is from either 
Deut 32:36 or Ps 135:14. v. 31, falling into God’s hands (cf. 2 
Sam 24:14; Sir 2:18) can be positive, but, when divine judge- 
ment is involved, it can be ‘fearful’, as was the theophany at 
Sinai (cf. 12:21). v. 32, encouragement begins with a call to 
remember the ‘hard struggle’ of the past. Ch. 12 further 
develops the athletic image. For the language of being ‘en- 
lightened’, see 6:4. v. 33, the repeated mention of ‘abuse’ (cf. 
11:26; 13:13) suggests a component of the addressees’ experi- 
ence. Paul too experienced theatrical ‘exposure’ (1 Cor 4:9) in 
the persecutions that he suffered. Those who are ‘sharers’ or 
‘partners’ in a heavenly calling (cf. 3:1) must also share in the 
community’s suffering. v. 34, compassion on ‘those in prison’ 
characterized early Christians; cf. Mt 25:36; Phil 2:25; 1 Clem. 
59:4. ‘Plundering of possessions’ could involve judicial seiz- 
ure, as at Polybius 4.14.4, or acts of mob violence. Exhortation 
to accept such tribulations ‘cheerfully’ was traditional; cf. Mt 
5:12; Lk 6:22; Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 11:21-30; Acts 5:41; 1 Pet 4:13. v. 
35, the virtues interwoven in the last verses of the chapter, 
‘confident boldness’, ‘endurance’, and ‘faith’, summarize the 
ethos inculcated by Hebrews. Here ‘boldness’ is directed more 
towards the external world than towards God; cf. 3:6, 4:16, and 
10:19. The final chapters reinforce the expectation of a just 
‘reward’ for such behaviour; cf. 10:36; 11:6, 26; 12:2, 11. v. 36, 
exhortations to ‘endurance’ are common in early Christian 
sources; cf. Rom 2:7; 5:3; Lk 8:15; 21:19; Rev 3:10; 1 Clem. 5:5. 
Concern with this virtue pervades the final chapters; cf. 11:27; 
12:2, 7; 13:13. To do ‘the will of God’ is the heart of covenant 
fidelity; cf. 10:9; 13:21. vv. 37-8, a composite citation melds Isa 
26:20 (‘a little while’) and Hab 2:3-4, in its Greek form. The 
original prophecy records a vision of judgement to be visited 
upon Israel. It is that judgement that ‘will not delay’. The 
Greek translation renders the verse as a prediction of one 
‘who is coming’, facilitating construal of the text as a predic- 
tion of Christ’s second coming. v. 38, Paul cites Hab 2:4 at 
Gal 3:11 and Rom 1:17 as part of his arguments contrasting 
faith and ‘works of the law’. Our homilist, remaining closer 
to the prophetic text, contrasts faithful endurance and 
‘shrinking back’. v. 39, the exhortation ends on a positive 
note, as at 6:9. 


(11:1-12:3) A Celebration of the Faithful The list of faithful 
heroes resembles in scope and details many reviews of Israel’s 
history (Sir 44-50; 1 Macc 2:49—64; 4 Macc 16:16—23; 18:11-13; 
Wis 10; Philo, Virt. 198-205). It also resembles lists of ex- 
amples of a virtue, such as Philo’s treatment of hope (Praem. 
11-14). The chapter abundantly displays the techniques of 
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rhetorical ornamentation. Most obvious in English is ana- 
phora, or initial repetition of the phrase ‘by faith’ extending 
up till v. 31. After an introduction the chapter falls into four 
major sections treating successive segments of Israel’s his- 
tory. The whole celebrates individuals and groups who exem- 
plify desired attitudes and virtues, trust in God’s promises and 
faithful endurance in the face of persecution. 


(11:1-3) Introductory Remarks on Faith The first three dense 
and allusive verses provide a programmatic introduction to 
the chapter. They suggest the complexity of faith as both 
intellectual and moral, and of faith’s objects as both transcen- 
dent and eschatological. v. 1, a formal definition, like Plato’s 
definition of medicine (Symp. 186c) or Plutarch’s of curiosity 
(On Curiosity, 6.518c), introduces the chapter. The word trans- 
lated ‘assurance’ in the NRSV is the same (hypostasis) used of 
God’s ‘very being’ at 1:3 and of the steadfastness of the addres- 
sees at 3:14. A subjective meaning is not attested. Although 
there may be a hint of the ethical sense, it is difficult to 
construe with the following phrase. Philosophical connota- 
tions are probably at the forefront. The homilist thus defines 
faith in terms of its ultimate object, the ‘reality of things hoped 
for’, the content of God’s promises. Similarly, the word trans- 
lated ‘conviction’ (elegchos) has objective connotations. Faith is 
thus defined, in terms of the actions that it inspires, as the 
‘proof of things unseen’. Those invisible things are both the 
objects of future hope and the transcendent realities, God and 
his exalted Son, that guarantee hope. Rom 8:24 similarly 
connects hope and things unseen. v. 2, this programmatic 
verse defines the aim and method of the chapter. The word 
translated ‘receive approval’ in the NRSV (emarturéthésan) 
means more literally ‘received testimony’. It was by virtue of 
their faithfulness that the ancestors were recorded in Scrip- 
ture. Cf. 11:4, 5 for examples of this ‘testimony’, v. 3, the first 
element of the catalogue is distinctive, although it appropri- 
ately begins the temporal sequence by referring to creation. 
For creation in similar catalogues, see Sir 43; 2 Macc 7:28. The 
verse suggests that faith plays a role in the reception of scrip- 
tural truth; it produces ‘understanding’. Creation by God’s 
word recalls Gen 1:3 and related accounts (Ps 33:6; Wis 9:1; 
Jn 11-3; Heb 1:3; 1 Clem. 17:4). The creation of the visible from 
the invisible, resembling other formulas for creation (2 Macc 
7:28; 2 Enoch 24:2; Rom 1:20; 4:17), denies the autonomy of 
the natural world. 


(11:4-7) The Primordial Heroes v. 4, the first examplar per- 
formed an ‘acceptable sacrifice’ (Gen 4:4) and died a martyr’s 
death (Gen 4:8). The notion that Abel ‘still speaks’ derives 
from Gen 4:10 where his blood cries out, but here the speak- 
ing ‘by faith’ suggests that Abel offers an example to be 
followed. Heb 12:24 will further play with the image. v. 5, 
Gen 5:24 reports that God took Enoch, presumably in death. 
Jewish tradition (e.g. Sir 44:16; 1 Enoch, 12:3; 15:1; 2 Enoch, 
22:8; 71:14; Philo, Mutat. 38; Jos. Ant. 1.85; 3 Enoch) interprets 
removal as translation to heaven, an understanding reflected 
in the LXX, cited here. That Enoch ‘pleased God’ rests on Gen 
5:22; the addressees will be summoned to do likewise (13:16). 
v. 6, two conditions for those who ‘approach’ (cf. 4:16; 7:25; 
10:1, 22) God help define faith’s cognitive content. Insistence 
on God’s existence is a common Jewish tenet (e.g. Wis 13:1; 
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Philo, Opif: 170; 2 Esd 7:23; 8:58). Beliefin divine providence 
focuses on God as one who rewards; cf. 2:2; 10:35; 11:26. The 
image of the ‘seeker’ is common in the Psalms (14:2; 34:10; 
53:2; 119:2); cf. Am 9:12, cited in Acts 15:17. v. 7, Noah’s story 
(Gen 6:8-9:17; Sir 44:17) highlights characteristic themes. 
He believed in the ‘unseen’ event of divine judgement. That 
he ‘condemned’ the world may allude to traditions that he 
preached repentance (1 Clem. 7:6; Sib. Or. 1.125-36; Sifre 43). 
What follows intensifies the connection between faith and 
‘being an heir’. 


(11:8-22) The Faith of Abraham Appeals to Abraham and the 
other patriarchs were common in Jewish and early Christian 
literature; cf. Sir 44:19-21; 1 Macc 2:52; 4 Macc 16:20; Wis 
10:5; Acts 7:2-8; Rom 4; Gal 3:6-9. v. 8, Abraham ‘set out’ 
from Ur of the Chaldees to Canaan; cf. Gen 11:31-12:4. His 
‘inheritance’ was something unseen andhence unknown. v. 9, 
Abraham’s time in Canaan further illustrates the alienation 
that faith can produce. Cf. Gen 17:8; 23:4, for Abraham as 
sojourner in Canaan. The traditional connection with Isaac 
and Jacob suggests the communal context of faith. v. ro, an 
interruption to the story suggests the content of the promised 
inheritance. The city on ‘foundations’ recalls scriptural 
images of Jerusalem (Isa 54:11; Ps 87:1). Like Philo (Leg. All. 
3.83; Somn. 2.250), the homilist redefines the ideal city as the 
heavenly reality to which Christians aspire (12:22). Descrip- 
tion of God as ‘architect and builder’, found in Hellenistic 
Jewish sources (Philo, Opif: 146), echoes the Platonic image of 
the divine Craftsman (Tim. 28a—2ga). v. 11, Gen 17:15-18:15; 
211-7 relates Isaac’s conception and birth. The reference to 
Sarah appears variously in ancient witnesses. In some, she is 
the subject of the sentence; in others, more likely original, she 
is associated with Abraham. In either case, her prominent 
involvement in the process renders the image of the faithful 
community more inclusive. Abraham’s belief that God ‘who 
promised’ (cf. 6:13) is faithful echoes the homilist’s own 
(10:23). v.12, Paul too (Rom 4:19) described the aged Abraham 
as ‘good as dead’. Abraham’s rescue from a metaphorical 
‘death’ parallels the actual deliverance of Enoch (11:4) and 
foreshadows the resurrection; cf. w.. 19, 35. A scriptural phrase 
(Gen 22:17; cf. Dan 3:36) describes the ultimate results of 
Isaac’s birth. 

v. 13, Heb 6:15 remarked that Abraham did receive the 
promised progeny. As 4:1 made clear, other promises re- 
mained unfulfilled. The patriarchs in Canaan resembled 
Moses outside the promised land (Deut 32:48; 34:4); they 
could see the object of their hopes only ‘from a distance’. For 
‘foreigners and sojourners’, see Gen 23:4; 47:4, 9; Lev 25:23; 
Ps 39:12; 1 Chr 29:15; Eph 2:19; 1 Pet 1:1; 2:11. Similar imagery 
in Greek sources describes the human condition ‘on the 
earth’, in exile from the heavenly home, cf. Plato, Ap. 414; 
Phd. 61£, 678; Philo, Quis Heres, 82, 267. v. 14, the ‘confes- 
sion’, particularly in Gen 23:4, provides grounds for holding 
that even in the land of Canaan the patriarchs were seeking 
their homeland elsewhere. The argument parallels the elim- 
ination of Canaan as the true ‘resting place’ of God’s people at 
4:7-8. v. 15, a contra-factual argument (cf. 4:8; 7:11; 8:7; 10:12) 
precludes the identification of Haran as the desired destin- 
ation. v.16, with Canaan and Haran eliminated, the homeland 
must be heavenly. God is frequently styled the God of the 
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patriarchs; cf. Gen 28:13; Ex 3:6; Mt 22:32; Mk 12:26-7. The 
heavenly ‘city’ that God prepared receives a fuller description 
at 12:18-24. 

v. 17, like the first (11:4) and last (12:1-3) examples, faith 
involves sacrifice. The most poignant episode of Abraham’s 
story is the Aqedah (Binding) of his son Isaac (Gen 22:1-14). 
The episode captured the imagination of Jewish (Wis 10:5; Sir 
44:20; I Macc 2:52; 4 Macc 16:18-20; Jub. 17:15-18; Jos. Ant. 
1.222-36; Philo, Abr. 167-207) and Christian (Rom 8:32; Jas 
2:20-3) interpreters. v. 18, recollection of the promise of Gen 
21:12 emphasizes the horrificchallenge of God’s request. v.19, 
asin wy. ro and 11, the homilist explains Abraham’s motives in 
terms of a belief that he advocates. The phrase ‘figuratively 
speaking’ suggests not simply that the recovery of Isaac from 
the altar was a metaphor, but that the whole episode prefig- 
ured Christ’s deliverance from death. v. 20, Gen 27:27-40 
records Isaac’s blessings of Jacob and Esau. v. 21, Gen 48:8—22 
records Jacob’s blessing on Ephraim and Manasseh. Gen 47:31 
notes Jacob’s action in ‘bowing in worship’ at the head of his 
bed. The Greek translation, cited here, renders ‘bed’ as ‘staff’. 
The action indicates that Jacob’s blessing is connected with his 
fidelity to God. v. 22, the reference to Joseph’s prophecy (Gen 
50:24) introduces the following section. His request to trans- 
fer his bones (Gen 50:25) hints at hope for their future. 


(11:23-8) The Faith of Moses v. 23, for similar appeals to 
Moses, see Sir 45:1-5; Acts 7:20-34. Moses as a faithful ser- 
vant appeared at Heb 3:1-6. For his infancy, see Ex 2:1-10. 
Philo (Vit. Mos. 1.10-11) and Josephus (Ant. 2.218) expand on 
the episode. The detail that his parents ‘did not fear’ is un- 
biblical and stands in tension with the notice that the Hebrew 
midwives were afraid (Ex 1:17, 21). Hebrews intimates what 
the addressees’ attitude should be. After this verse some MSS 
refer to the slaying of an Egyptian (Ex 2:11-12; cf. Acts 7:24). 
v. 24, as Abraham rejected the security of his earthly home- 
land, Moses rejected his princely status; cf. Ex 2:10. A ro- 
mance by Artapanus, preserved in Eusebius, Praep. Evang. 
9.27.1-37, significantly embellished this portion of Moses’ 
story. v.25, Moses’ choice of suffering over pleasure interprets 
Gen 2:11-15, where he identifies with the Israelites. The lan- 
guage recalls the story of Herakles’ choice ofa life of toil (Xen. 
Mem. 2.1.21-34), which exhibits a similar parenetic intent. 
v.26, as with other heroes (vv. ro, 11, 19), the homilist explains 
the motivation of Moses. How Moses might have understood 
his sufferings to be ‘for the Christ’ is obscure. Perhaps as a 
visionary (v. 27) he foresaw the Messiah’s coming and acted 
accordingly. v. 27, Ex 2:15 reports the departure of Moses; cf. 
Acts 7:29. That he encountered God ‘face to face’ appears at Ex 
33:11; Num 12:8; Deut 34:10; Sir 45:5. v. 28, for the celebration 
of the first Passover, see Ex 12:1-28. 


(11:29-40) The Faith of Prophets and Martyrs v. 29, attention 
shifts to groups within ancient Israel and the survey moves 
more rapidly. For crossing the Red Sea, see Ex 14. v.30, Josh 6 
recounts the fall of Jericho. v. 31, for Rahab and the spies, see 
Josh 2:1-21; 6:17. v. 32, the judges are listed out of scriptural 
order. For Gideon, see Judg 6—8; Barak, Judg 4-5; Samson, 
Judg 13-16; Jephthah, Judg 11-12. David and Samuel occupy 1 
and 2 Samuel. v. 33, for ‘shutting the mouth of lions’, see Judg 
14:6; 1 Sam 17:34-5; Dan 6:19-23. v. 34, for quenching fire, see 
Dan 3 and the LXX addition, Pr Azar 26-7, 66. ‘Strength out 
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of weakness’ may allude to Gideon (Judg 6:15), Samson (Judg 
16:17), or heroines such as Esther and Judith. v. 35, 1 Kings 
127:17-24; 2 Kings 4:18-37 record resurrections. Eleazar (2 
Macc 6:18-31) and the seven youths (2 Macc 7) endured 
martyrdom hoping for resurrection. v. 36, chains and impris- 
onment evoke Jeremiah; cf. Jer 20:2; 29:26; 37:15. v. 37, Ze- 
chariah was ‘stoned’ (2 Chr 24:21). Christian sources (Tert. 
Scorp. 8; Hippol. On the Antichrist, 31) attribute the same fate 
to Jeremiah. The Martyrdom of Isaiah 5:11-14 reports that he 
was ‘sawn in two. The ‘skins of sheep and goats’ recalls the 
distinctive mantle of Elijah and Elisha; cf. 1 Kings 19:13 (LXX); 
2 Kings 2:13-14 (LXX). v. 38, ‘deserts’ are the home of Elijah 
and Elisha (1 Kings 19:4; 2 Kings 2:8). ‘Caves’ sheltered judges 
(Judg 6:2), prophets (1 Kings 18:4; 19:9), and rebels (2 Macc 
10:6). ‘Holes in the ground’ appear in Scripture (e.g. Ob 1:3; 
Zech 14:12), but not as homes for heroes. v. 39, the note that 
the heroes were ‘recommended’ repeats the theme that they 
‘received testimony’ (11:2). Like the patriarchs (11:13), they did 
not attain the ‘promise’ of eschatological salvation. v. 40, that 
salvation, ‘something better’, is the ‘heavenly city’ of 12:18-24. 
To enter that realm requires being ‘made perfect’, which is 
only possible through Christ’s sacrifice; cf. 7:19; 10:10, 14. 
Although such perfection is available with the inauguration 
of the new covenant, its effects extend to the heroes of the old. 


(12:1-3) Faith’s Author and Perfecter The catalogue of heroes 
culminates in the paradigmatic case of one faithful to God in 
the face of suffering and rejection, Jesus. v. 1, The metaphor of 
a cloud for a group is classical (Homer, Iliad, 4.274). They are 
‘witnesses’ both as spectators of life’s athletic contest and as 
those who testify to God’s fidelity. To ‘lay aside every weight’ 
furthers the athletic imagery. The description of sin as ‘cling- 
ing closely’ connotes hostility. To depict the moral life as an 
athletic contest is a homiletic commonplace; cf. Acts 20:24; 1 
Cor 9:24-7; Gal 2:2; Phil 2:16; 2 Tim 4:7. v. 2, Jesus, the 
‘pioneer’ (cf. 2:10), is also the ‘perfecter’ of faith, who has 
completed the course and thereby provided ‘perfection’ for 
others; cf. 2:10; 5:8-9; 7:28; 10:14). The ambiguous prepos- 
ition translated ‘for the sake of’ (anti) could mean ‘instead 
of’. The goal-oriented character of Jesus’ conduct is suited to 
the image of the race and to the theme of reward; cf. 10:34; 
11:6, 16, 26. For the ‘shame’ of death on a cross, see Cicero, 
Contra Verrem, 1.5.62; Gal 5:11; Phil 2:8. An allusion to Ps 110:1 
concludes the references to the text; cf: 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12. v. 3, 
Jesus’ followers must accept hostility and dishonour as did he; 


cf. 10:33; 13:13. 


(12:4-13) A Homily on Endurance v. 4, the imagery shifts 
from racing to the ‘struggle’ of boxing. For a similar image, 
see Sen. Ep. 13:2. vv. 5—6, the homilist cites Prov 3:11-12 in its 
Greek form. v. 7, sapiential literature frequently offered advice 
on educational discipline; cf. Prov 5:12; 13:24; 15:32; Job 5:17; 
Sir 22:6; 23:2. Such advice could then be construed as a 
principle of theodicy: suffering was meant for human educa- 
tion; cf. Prov 6:23; 2 Macc 6:12-17; 2 Cor 6:9; Eph 6:4. v. 8, 
suffering is particularly required for those who share the 
status of the Son; cf. 5:7-9. v. 9, an analogy between human 
and divine fathers uses a solemn liturgical epithet, ‘Father of 
spirits’; cf. 2 Macc 3:24; Dan 5:14; 1 Enoch 37:2-4; IQH 10:8; 
Rev 22:6. v. 10, the analogy contrasts the ‘seeming’ benefits of 


HEBREWS 


earthly discipline with the true benefit of divine discipline, 
which produces ‘holiness’; cf. 10:14. v. 1, the contrast of 
temporary pain and long-term gain is proverbial; cf. Prov. 
23:13-14; Wis 3:5; Diog. Laert. Lives of the Philosophers, 5.1.18. 
For the ‘fruit of righteousness’, see Am 6:12; Prov 11:30. 
‘Peace’ and ‘righteousness’ frequently appear together; cf. 
Isa 32:17; Ps 85:10. v. 12, the image of ‘drooping hands’ and 
‘weak knees’, derived from Isa 35:3, comports withthe athletic 
imagery of wy. 1-3, v. 13, Prov 4:26 in Greek supplies the image 
of ‘straight paths’. The promise to ‘be healed’, echoing Prov 
4:22, ends the admonition on a positive note. 


Final Advice about Life in the Naw Covenant (12:14—-13:17) 


(12:14-17) Transitional Admonition v. 14, the call to ‘pursue 
peace’ is common in Jewish homiletics; cf. Ps 34:14; T. Sim. 
5:2; m. *Abot, 1:12; Mt 5:9; 1 Pet 3:11, citing Ps 34:14. For the 
connection of sanctity and seeing God, see Mt 5:8. v. 15, the 
‘root of bitterness’ recalls Deut 29:18, a warning against apos- 
tasy from the covenant community. Such behaviour could 
involve detestable idols (Deut 29:17) through which many 
could be ‘defiled’. v. 16, for Esau’s sale of his birthright, see 
Gen 25:29-34. Based upon his marriage to the Hittites Judith 
and Basemath (Gen 26:34), Jewish tradition (Jub. 25:1-8; 
Philo, Virt. 208; Gen. Rab. 65) portrayed him as lewd and 
‘immoral’. v. 17, what the addressees ‘know’ is Gen 27:30-40, 
the story of Esau’s attempt to reverse Isaac’s blessing of Jacob. 
The detail of Esau’s weeping embellishes the biblical story; cf. 
Jub. 26:33; Jos. Ant. 1.275. That he found ‘no place for repent- 
ance’ reinforces the earlier warnings (6:4—8; 10:26-31); cf. 
Deut 29:20. 


(12:18-29) Sinai and the Heavenly Jerusalem Visions of 
eschatological realities ground the ethical exhortation. v. 18, 
marvellous phenomena evoke divine theophanies. ‘What 
can be touched’ recalls the palpable darkness of Ex ro:21. 
‘Fire...darkness...tempest’ all characterized the events at 
Sinai; cf: Deut 4:11. ‘Gloom’ is a poetic term embellishing the 
biblical description. v. 19, the ‘trumpet’ recalls Ex 19:16; the 
‘voice’ is from Deut 4:12. For eschatological trumpets, see 1 
Thess 4:16; 1 Cor 15:52; Mt 24:31; Rev 8:2. For the frightened 
plea, see Ex 20:19; Deut 5:25. v. 20, the prohibition of Ex 
I9:12-13 was a cause of fear. v. 21, the reaction of Moses to 
the golden calf (Deut 9:19) expresses his terror at Sinai. v. 22, 
Mt. Zion’, in Jerusalem, is the place of God’s presence; cf. Ps 
2:6; 48:1; Isa 8:18; 1 Kings 14:21; 1 Macc 4:37. Mountain and 
‘city’ are frequently associated; cf. Mic 4:1; Joel 2:32; Am 1:2. 
Speculation about a ‘heavenly Jerusalem’ was a part of apoca- 
lyptic literature; cf: Rev 21:2—-7. For the phrase ‘living God’, see 
3:12; 9:14; 10:31. ‘Innumerable angels’ are present at theopha- 
nies (Deut 33:2; Ps 68:17—-18) and in the heavenly court (Dan 
7:10; 1QS 11:8). Their ‘festal gathering’ recalls the joyous 
‘sabbath celebration’ of 4:9. v. 23, the ‘assembly of the first- 
borr’ are the fellow heirs of the ‘firstborn’ Son; cf. 1:6, 13; 3:1. 
Being ‘made perfect’ now characterizes the presence in the 
heavenly assembly of those who have been cleansed (10:14) 
and who share Christ’s exalted status (2:10). v. 24, for Jesus as 
‘mediator’ of the covenant, see 8:6; for his blood, see 9:14. 
The ‘better word’ is his message of true and lasting remission 
of sin; cf. 9:14; 10:16-18. For an allusion to Abel’s blood crying 
out, see 114. v. 25, the transition to a renewed warning is 
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abrupt. The call to ‘see’ recalls 3:11; the a fortiori analogy 
resembles 2:1—4. The ‘one who warns from heaven’ is probably 
God, whose speech has been heard throughout Hebrews. 
v. 26, Hag 2:6 in Greek predicts a cosmic earthquake, a 
regular feature of the coming Day (10:25); cf. 1 Enoch, 60:1; 2 
Esd 3:18; Sib. Or. 3.675; Mt 24:29; 27:51. The image of uni- 
versal destruction recalls Ps 102:26-7, cited at 1:10-12. v. 27, 
an exegetical comment focuses on the adverb ‘yet once more’, 
better translated ‘once, for all time’. Used also for Christ’s 
definitive sacrifice (9:26—8), the word implies not an alter- 
ation but a definitive ‘removal’ (cf. 7:12; 11:5) of the created 
order. ‘What cannot be shaken’ are those abiding realities, the 
heavenly ‘rest’ (4:11) and the ‘heavenly city’ (12:22; 13:14). 
v. 28, expectation of an eschatological ‘kingdom’ rests on texts 
such as Dan 7:18 (LXX). For Jesus, the reign of God began 
within his own ministry (Lk 11:20). For Hebrews, God’s es- 
chatological rule, inaugurated at least in a preliminary fashion 
by Christ’s exaltation, requires ‘thanks’ in a community of 
worship; cf. 13:15. v. 29, the passage concludes with an adap- 
tion of Deut 4:24, part of a warning to remember the covenant 
and to shun idolatry; cf: Ex 24:17; Deut 9:3. 


(13:1-17) Concluding Exhortations v. 1, for ‘mutual love’, see 
Rom 12:10; 1 Thess 4:9; 1 Pet 1:22; 2 Pet 1:7. v. 2, for encour- 
agement to ‘hospitality’, see Mt 25:35; Rom 12:13; 1 Tim 3:2; 
Titus 1:8; 1 Pet 4:9. Various scriptural figures ‘entertained 
angels’; cf. Gen 18:2-15; 19:1-14; Judg 6:11-24; 13:3-23. v. 3, 
the addressees had a history of supporting prisoners; cf. 10:34. 
v. 4, Christians regularly advised chastity; cf. 1 Cor 5:1-13; Eph 
53-5; 1 Thess 4:3-7. v. 5, ‘Love of money’ was generally viewed 
unfavourably; cf. Mt 6:19-21, 24-34; Lk 12:22-34; 1 Tim 6:10; 
Jas 5:1-5. Exhortations to ‘be content’ were commonplace in 
classical moralists; cf. Epict. Diss. 1.1.27; Marcus Aurelius, 
Meditations 10.1. For God’s promise not to forsake his people, 
see Deut 31:6, 8; Josh 1:5. v. 6, the response to God’s promise is 
a prayer of trust, Ps 118:6 (LXX). 

v. 7, references to ‘leaders’ frame the next block of exhort- 
ations; cf. 13:17. The addressees are to ‘consider’ them, as they 
did Jesus (12:2). For other calls to ‘imitate’ leaders, see 1 Cor 
4:6; 11:1; 1 Thess 1:6; 2:14; 2 Thess 3:9; 1 Clem. 5:2-7. v. 8, the 
concise formulation of the eternal presence of Christ parallels 
Ps 102, cited at 1:12. v. 9, warnings against ‘strange teachings’ 
are conventional in second-generation Christian literature; cf. 
Col 2:8; Eph 4:14; 1 Tim 1:3-7. The opposition of ‘grace’ and 
‘food’ hint at ill-defined controversies, perhaps over Jewish 
dietary observances, Jewish or philosophical ascetical prac- 
tices, or various forms of sacral dining. v. 10, to whatever the 
practice criticized in v. 9, the homilist poses the alternative of 
the Christians’ ‘altar’, probably an allusion to the ‘once for all’ 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross. To that sacrifice priests of the 
old cult have no access. Access is now expressed in terms of the 
‘right to eat’ of the sacrifice. The homilist may suggest that 
Christians have a sacrifice from which they do have the ‘right 
to eat’, ie. the eucharist. Yethe may simply use a metaphor for 
access to the true, spiritual sacrifice of the high priest. v. 11, 
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attention turns to the ethical implications of participation in 
Christ’s sacrifice as the homilist introduces a cultic image 
based on Lev 16:27. The bodies of the animals sacrificed on 
the Day of Atonement are burnt, and hence not available for 
physical consumption. More significantly, the burning takes 
place ‘outside the camp’. v. 12, the parallel to the death of Jesus 
reflects traditions about the locale of his crucifixion (Jn 19:17- 
20 and perhaps Mt 21:39; Lk 20:15). v. 13, the application of the 
latest sacrificial image reinforces the appeal to accept the 
reproach and ‘abuse’ of being Christian; cf. 10:33; 11:25—6; 
12:2. v.14, Christians thus are like Abraham, expecting the 
fmal coming of the heavenly Jerusalem; cf. 11:10; 12:22. v. 15, 
Lev 7:11-18 designates ‘sacrifices of praise’ as a specific form 
of offering, communion sacrifices offered with unleavened 
bread, but the phrase comes to be used as a metaphor for 
prayer; cf. Ps 50:14, 23; 107:22. The latter meaning seems to be 
in view here, where the sacrifice is specified as ‘fruit of lips’ 
(Prov 18:20; Hos 14:3; Ps. Sol. 15:3; 1QS 9:45. Thanksgiving 
psalms in particular ‘confess’ the Lord’s name; cf. Ps 44:8; 
54:6; 99:3. v. 16, the language of sacrifice is applied to moral 
behaviour at Rom 12:1-2; Phil 2:17; 1 Pet 2:5. With such 
worship (cf. 12:28) one can, like Enoch, please God; cf. 11:5- 
6. v. 17, for a similar call to obey leaders, see 1 Pet 5:5. Herm. 
Vis. 3.9.10 displays an analogous concern for the account that 
a leader would have to render; cf. 4:12-13. 


(13:18-25) Benediction and Epistolary Postscript v. 18, peti- 
tions for prayer are common in epistles; cf. 1 Thess 5:25; 2 
Thess 3:1; Rom 15:30; Col 4:3; Ign. Trall. 12:3; Eph. to:1; 21:1. 
Paul at 2 Cor 1:12 makes a similar appeal to his ‘clear 
conscience’. v. 19, for the hope to come ‘very soon’; cf. 1 Tim 
3:14. v. 20, similar benedictions appear in many epistles; cf: 1 
Thess 5:23; 2 Thess 3:16; 2 Tim 4:22; Rom 15:33; 1 Clem. 64a. 
The reference to bringing ‘back from the dead’ is the most 
explicit description of the resurrection in a text that deals 
primarily with Christ’s exaltation. There were, however, allu- 
sions to resurrection at 11:12, 19. The epithet ‘great shepherd’ 
is unusual in Hebrews and may reflect such traditions as Jn 
ro:11, 14; Herm. Vis. 5.2.1; Herm. Sim. 10.1.1. The ‘blood of the 
covenant’ is a motif firmly rooted in Hebrews; cf. 9:14, 22-3; 
12:24.v. 21, for similar doxologies, see Phil 4:20; Rom 16:20; 2 
Tim 4:18; 1 Pet 5:11; 1 Clem. 64b. v. 22, ‘word of exhortation’ is 
apparently a technical term for a homily (Acts 13:15). v. 23, 
newsand travel plans often appearin letters; cf. 2 Tim 4:20-1; 
Philem 22; Col 4:7—8. ‘Timothy’ is probably Paul’s compan- 
ion; cf. Acts 16:1-3; 17:14—-15; 1 Tim; 2 Tim. v. 24, for personal 
greetings, see 1 Thess 5:26; 2 Thess 3:17; Phil 4:21-2; 2 Tim 
4:19, 21; Rom 16:21-3; Col 4:10—18; 1 Pet 5:13-14. v. 25, a wish 
for grace or peace constitutes the standard epistolary farewell; 
cf. 1 Thess 5:28; 2 Thess 3:18; Philem 4:23; 2 Tim 4:21); 
Philem 25; Rom 16:20; Eph 6:23; Col 4:18b; 1 Pet 5:14b; 1 
Clem. 65:2. 


For further reading see Bibliographical Guide. 


76. James 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Language and Text. 1. James is written in good, but not 
elegant Greek. The author has composed short sentences 
rather than long and beautiful periods. Paranomasia and 
other Greek speech forms show that the letter is not simply 
a translation from a Semitic original, but it cannot be proved 
that the author used the LXX. The high occurrence of Semit- 
isms (Mussner 1987: 30-2) cannot be explained by the use 
of traditional material only. Of special interest are parallels 
to the Hebrew Dead Sea scrolls. Bilingualism was widespread 
in first-century Palestine, even the scribe of the great Isaiah 
scroll from Qumran (1QIs*) was fluent in Greek. Apparently 
the author of James was also a bilingual Palestinian Jew. 

2. Claims that a scrap of papyrus from Qumran (7Q8) 
contains Jas 1:23-4 have been disproved (RevQ 18 (1997), 
307-24), by showing it to be part of 1 Enoch 103 in Greek. 
Fragments of James are preserved in three papyri of the third 
century P?°, P?3, and P?°°). The whole letter is included in the 
fourth-century codices, Sinaiticus (&) and Vaticanus (B), the 
latter attesting the best text-form. The text of James is not so 
well preserved as that of other NT documents, which might 
partially be explained by its rather complicated canonical 
history. 


B. Literary Genre and Subject-Matter. 1. James is an encyclical 
letter to an unknown number of Greek-speaking (Jewish) 
Christian churches. Starting with the Letter of Jeremiah (Jer 
29; cf. 2 Macc 1-2; 2 Apoc. Bar 78-86; Par. Jer. 6:17—23) there 
was a tradition of Jewish letters to the Diaspora (Tsuji 1997; 
Niebuhr 1998). Early form-critics assigned James to the lit- 
erary genre of the Hellenistic diatribe (Dibelius 1976), but it is 
doubtful that this is more than a literary style (Baasland 1988). 
There are some parallels to synagogal homilies, but also to the 
structure of the Manual of Discipline (1QS) and the annexed 
Rule of the Congregation (1QSa) from Qumran (Beck 1973). 
Formal parallels exist alsoto Christian catechetical traditions 
and writings (connected with baptism?) such as the Matthean 
Sermon on the Mount or the Lukan Sermon on the Plain, 
1 Peter, and the Didache. The use of an elementary narrative 
mashal form (1:23-4; 2:2, 15-17), not attested in the earlier 
wisdom literature but in the Jesus tradition, is a rather ancient 
feature. 

2. In the opening paragraph on temptation (1:2-18), James 
already introduces most of the other main subjects of his 
letter. That the ‘word (logos) of truth’ (1:18) must be obeyed is 
thetheme of 1:19—27. The practical ‘testing of faith’ (pistis, 1:3) 
is treated at length in 2:1-26. The ethics of speech (1:19-21, 
26-7) is a very important subject (Baker 1995), especially in 
the admonition for teachers (3:1-12). That wisdom (sophia) 
and humility (tapeindsis) belong together (1:5, 9-10) finds its 
exposition in 3:13-4:12. The apocalyptic admonition of the 
rich (1:10-11) continues in 4:13-5:6. What ‘endurance’ (hypo- 
moneé, 1:3-4) means in practice is explained in the last partof 
the letter (5:7-20). As it is typical for the internationality of 
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wisdom literature, parallels to Jamescan be found not only in 
the OT and Jewish writings, but also in Near-Eastern and 
Graeco-Roman wisdom traditions. The book of Proverbs is 
cited and Sirach probably and the Wisdom of Solomon pos- 
sibly alluded to, but the strongest allusions are to the words of 
Jesus and other early Christian traditions. James’s combin- 
ation of wisdom, ethics, and eschatology resembles the En- 
ochic tradition (1 Enoch, 92-105) and the thinking of the 
Essene community of Qumran (Davids 1982: 51-4; Penner 
1996), especially in a very fragmentary Sapiential work 


(4Q185). 


C. The Religious Teaching. 1. Wisdom Theology. The letter 
grows out of the OT and intertestamental wisdom traditions. 
God who created the world will also bring it to eschatological 
completion in a new creation. The work of God in creation, 
salvation, and new creation forms a unity mediated by divine 
wisdom. 

2. Christology. James can speak about Jesus in the same 
way as he speaks about God (Karrer 1989). Jesus is not 
only the promised Messiah (christos) but also Lord (kyrios). 
Apparently, the author does not reveal all that he knows 
about Jesus (Mussner 1987: 250-3), but the letter may even 
see in him the incarnation of God’s pre-existent wisdom. The 
teachings of Jesus are treated as the ultimate revelation of 
wisdom. 

3. Eschatology. The letter anticipates the Second Coming of 
Christ in the near future who is pictured as judge likethe Son 
of Man in the Enochic and the Synoptic traditions. This 
expectation implies belief in the resurrection of Jesus. 

4. Anthropology. Portraying the eschatological goal as 
human perfection, the author is not a perfectionist or illus- 
ionist. He sees clearly that believers can do wrong and need 
repentance and forgiveness. Following the Jewish idea of the 
‘evil inclination’, for James sin is not only an act of human 
decision, but a cosmic power. 

5. Soteriology. Since it seems quite unsure that James reacts 
directly against the theology of Paul (Johnson 1995: 111-16) 
the letter should primarily be understood on its own terms. 
The OT as interpreted and supplemented by Jesus is the 
‘perfect law’. But salvation cannot be obtained by a fulfilment 
of this law alone, since the members of James’s community 
are also prone to fail. God’s forgiveness is necessary, but how it 
is mediated is only hinted at. Spiritual rebirth by God’s free 
will and word, baptism in the name of Jesus, submission to 
God, prayer and repentance all play their part (Konradt 1998). 
There might be allusions to Jesus’ vicarious suffering as the 
Servant of the Lord, but James concentrates on the warning 
that there is no relation to God without an elementary ethical 
commitment to human beings. With his emphasis on loving 
God and one’s neighbour inspired by Jesus’ double com- 
mandment James comes near to the Pauline ‘faith working 
through love’ (Gal 5:6), but he lacks Paul’s deep theological 
definition of faith. For James belief in the existence of God 
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and, using older terminology (cf. 1 Cor 12:9; 13:2), belief in his 
miraculous poweris also faith. Paul’s stress of the sovereignty 
of God has a certain parallel in James’s emphasis on the 
election of the poor and humble. 

6. Ethics of Speech. In an age of ideology and media propa- 
ganda it is appropriate to remember that disputes and even 
wars often start with words. The truly wise know to govern 
their tongue. 

7. Poor and Rich. Today the letter attracts theologians from 
the Third World since in following the teaching of Jesus, 
James is very critical of the rich. Nevertheless, salvation is 
not guaranteed by bad material circumstances but is obtained 
by loving God and one’s neighbour. 

8. Testing and Suffering. Believers must make a difference 
between temptations caused by their own evil desires and 
God’s testing especially through oppression and persecution. 
Suffering should create anticipated eschatological joy. 

9. Prayer. There are two main functions of prayer, namely to 
ask for wisdom and to obtain healing. Prayer should connect 
the believer with God and meet his elementary needs without 
guaranteeing material wealth. The author lived with Jesus’ 
promises on prayer. 

10. Judaism. The Jewish character of James is so strong that 
in former times some scholars hypothesized an only secon- 
darily Christianized Jewish document (similarly Ludwig 
1994). But this overlooks how strongly James is embedded 
in Jesus’ teaching (Deppe 1989) and early Christian tradition. 
If rather early, the letter might have been read also to some 
synagogue congregations not yet decided about the new Mes- 
sianic faith (Schlatter 1932: 62). James is an interesting ex- 
ample of Jewish-Christian dialogue. The letter shows the 
deep roots of the Jesus movement in the OTand also in Jewish 
Wisdom and Apocalyptic without denying its own identity, 
that of belief in the Messianic fulfilment. 


D. The Author. 1. The simple presentation of a certain ‘James’ 
as author in the prescript (1:1) may already point to the most 
famous bearer of this name in NT times, ‘James, the brother 
of the Lord’ (cf. Jude 1). In the fourth century Helvidius made 
James out to be a blood brother of Jesus and Jerome consid- 
ered him acousin, but the second-century tradition thought of 
a step-brother stemming from an earlier marriage of Joseph 
(Bauckham 1990: 19-32). James did not follow Jesus (Jn 7:5) 
and was converted only by an appearance of the risen Lord 
(t Cor 15:7). As a representative of the family of Jesus he was 
the leader of an influential group in the primitive Jerusalem 
community (Gal 1:19; Acts 1:13). When after the persecution of 
Agrippa I (41-4 ck) the twelve left Jerusalem, James became 
the only leader (Acts 12; Gal 2:9). The interfering of Jewish 
Christians close to him in the mixed community of Antioch 
(Gal 2:11-14) might be due to a widespread Jewish belief that 
Syria was part of a greater Holy Land and subject to its special 
regulations (Bockmuehl 1999). Such a belief can also explain 
the sending of an encyclical diaspora letter. Although being 
himself'a conservative Jewish Christian at the Apostolic Coun- 
cil of 48 cx (Acts 15) James consented to the inclusion of 
Gentile Christians without total obedience to the Torah (Hen- 
gel 1985; Bauckham 1995). At the instigation of the high 
priest Ananus he died in 61 cE as a martyr for his belief in 
the messiaship of Jesus (Jos. Ant. 20. 200). Wherever in the 
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early church the letter was believed to be authentic it was also 
ascribed to this James. 

2. Many scholars put forward serious doubts against the 
authorship of James (Popkes 1986; Pratscher 1987; Konradt 
1998), but with our deeper insight into the Hellenization of 
Judaea the argument of Greek language and style has lost 
much of its force. An encyclical Greek letter to the Diaspora 
could have been composed with the help of a secretary, as 
Jerome thought (PL 23. 639). Some scholars try to distinguish 
between an earlier version by James himself and a later edi- 
tion by a rhetorically skilled writer (Davids 1982; Martin 
1988). There are similarities between the vocabulary of James 
and Luke—Acts (Davids 1982: 49). That the letter does not 
refer to the Gentile mission and to problems of ritual law 
could be explained by an early date. 

3. Some further observations may strengthen the case for 
authenticity. Obviously, the family of Jesus shared traditions 
of a pre-Qumranic non-sectarian Essenism (Sacchi 1993; 
Boccaccini 1998) that originated in the movement of the 
pious and often poor hasidim (Betz and Riesner 1994: 143- 
7). The letter shows some proximity to the Enochic literature 
and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs which originated in 
such circles. Later James and his community lived near the 
Essene Quarter of Jerusalem (Riesner 1993; 1998b), which 
enhances the significance of the letter’s parallels to the Dead 
Sea scrolls (Mussner 1987). James ‘might well have formed a 
bridge between Galilean Christian Nazirites and the Qumran 
Covenanters’ (Adamson 1989: 20), butan identification of the 
author with the Qumran ‘Teacher of Righteousness’ is fanci- 
ful. Besides Q, Matthean and Markan Jesus traditions (Hartin 
1991) there is also knowledge of the Lukan special tradition 
(Davids 1982: 47-9) that was probably handed down by Jew- 
ish Christians gathered around the relatives of Jesus in Jeru- 
salem and Judea (Riesner 1994). The letter is marked by a 
certain Judean local colour (Davids 1999). The Enochic fla- 
vour connects James, the Lukan special tradition, and Jude, 
also ascribed to a brother of Jesus. 


E. Date and Place of Composition. 1. Ifthe letter is pseudepi- 
graphic it must have been written after the death of James in 
61 cE or more probably after the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the dispersion of its Jewish Christian community in 70 cE. 
Then parallels to such writings as 1 Peter, 1 Clement, and the 
Shepherd of Hermas are to be taken as signs of common 
socio-economic problems in Christian communities at the 
turn of the first to the second century (Frankemélle 1994). 
Under the pseudepigraphy hypothesis the letter could have 
been composed almost anywhere in the Roman world where 
Greek-speaking Christians were living, but some prefer Syria 
(Konradt 1998). 

2. At the present time the authenticity hypothesis is gaining 
new defenders (Stulac 1993; Johnson 1995; Bauckham 1999), 
according to whom the letter was written from Jerusalem, 
where James resided, either before or after the Apostolic 
Council of 48 ce Following earlier voices (Zahn 1906: 
125-8; Mayor 1913) it is argued by some that the letter 
should be dated early (Moo 1985: 33-5; Penner 1996: 276- 
7). It could have been addressed to dispersed Jewish Chris- 
tians (cf. Acts 8:1-3) between Alexandria, Antioch, and Cilicia 
(Geyser 1975) when rumours were heard that in circles of the 
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Greek-speaking ‘Hellenists’ (Acts 6-7), to whom Paul later 
belonged (Acts 11:19—26; 13:1), obedience to God was rendered 
superfluous by faith. There are some striking parallels with 1 
Cor 1-4. Could both James and Paul be reacting against Jew- 
ish Christians with former ties to Essene, Therapeut, and 
Baptist circles (1 Cor 1:12; 3:4—6; cf. Acts 18:24)? The instiga- 
tors of the persecution seem to be the rich and politically 
influential (2:6—7). This fits better the time until the middle 
of the 40s (Riesner 19984: 108-36), when the Jewish Chris- 
tians were oppressed by the Sadducean oligarchy (Maynard- 
Reid 1987) and Jewish kings such as Agrippa I (Acts 3-9; 12). 
After the second half of the 40s persecution was instigated 
rather by Zealot movements (cf. Acts 15:1; 23:12—22). 


F. Canonicity. 1. The parallels between Jamesand1 Peterareto 
be explained not by literary dependence but by the use of 
common Jewish-Christian material. At the turn of the first 
to the second century James was possibly known to Clement 
of Rome and the Roman Shepherd of Hermas, two writers 
heavily indebted to Jewish Christian traditions. At the end of 
the second century Irenaeus of Lyons, who was a native of Asia 
Minor, seems to have used James, but there is no trace of the 
letter in Tertullian’s works. According to Eusebius (Hist. Eccl. 
6.14.1) Clement of Alexandria wrote a commentary on all the 
Catholic Epistles at the turn of the third century, although in 
his preserved works James is not clearly cited. But at the 
beginning of the third century Clement’s pupil Origen expli- 
citly cited Jas 2:26 as scripture (PG 12. 1300). In the first half 
of the fourth century Eusebius wrote that formerly the authen- 
ticity of the letter was strongly disputed, although in his time it 
was read in most of the churches (Hist. Eccl. 2.23.25; 3.25.3). 
Probably the Jewish Christian origin of James had compli- 
cated its acceptanice. 

2. The letter is not included in the Muratorian Canon, 
compiled around 200 cE in Rome possibly by Hippolytus. 
Butthiscan beduetothe fragmentary nature of thelist, since 
Hippolytus seems to have known James. The letter was part of 
the canon lists of Athanasius of Alexandria (367 cE), Innocent 
of Rome (405 ce), and the North African provincial 
synods of Hippo (393 cE) and Carthage (419 ce), but possibly 
already of the lists of the synods of Laodicea (360 cz) and 
Rome (382 cz). 

3. Luther expressed severe doubts about its canonicity as 
James seems to contradict Paul’s doctrine of justification 
by faith (Rom 3:20, 28; 4:16; cf. Jas 2:24). This position is 
still strongly defended (Lautenschlager 1990; Klein 1995). 
Together with other disputed writings (Hebrews, Jude, and 
Revelation) Luther placed the ‘epistle of straw’ at the end of his 
famous German translation of the NT from 1522. However, 
the letter was accepted without reservations by Calvin and the 
Reformed churches. In 1548 the council of Trent affirmed the 
canonicity and expressed its doctrine of justification in terms 
of James. The Common Declaration on Justification by the 
Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches from 1998/9 tries to 
bring together the different NT perspectives. James is part of 
the NT of the Orthodox churches, but was included in the 
Syriac Bible only since the fifth century. This seems astonish- 
ing in view of the influence of Jewish-Christian traditions in 
Syria. Apparently, the letter was sent to a very limited number 
of Greek-speaking communities. 
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G. Outline. Following Luther many thought that the letter has 
no good order, but today most discover a careful structure. If 
one pays attention to such formulas as ‘my brothers [NRSV 
and sisters]’ or ‘listen’ (RSV behold) andto such Jewish devices 
of composition as catchwords or symbolic numbers (3, 5, 7) 
the following structure seems possible: 

Prescript (1:1) 

Joy in Temptations (1:2-18) 

Hearing, Speaking, Doing (1:19-27) 

The Love Command and Dead Faith (2:1-26) 

Ethics of Speech for Teachers (3:1-12) 

The Wise and Humility (3:13-4:12) 

Warning to the Rich (4:13—5:6) 

Patience until the Coming of the Lord (5:7—20) 

The overall structure—first some sort of beatitude (1:2, 12), 
then reprimand ofthe rich (4:13-5:6), then final exhortations 
(5:7-20)—resembles the Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6:20-49). 
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Prescript (1:1) 

The prescript uses the common short form ofthe Hellenistic 
letter (cf. Acts 15:23; 23:26). The sender is introduced as 
‘James a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ’. As in 
the prescripts of Paul’s (Gal 1:3; 1 Cor 1:3, etc.) and other NT 
letters (2 Pet 1:2) God and Jesus are puton the same level. Ina 
Jewish environment this could cause the accusation of di- 
theism. In the first sentence of the letter the writer does not 
hide his faith in Jesus as the ‘Christ’. The Greek christos 
translates the Hebrew masiah, ‘the anointed’, the Jewish 
king of the end-time promised by the OT. The addressees 
are ‘the twelve tribes in the Dispersion (diaspora)’, referring 
either generally to the Christians as the wandering people of 
God (cf. 1 Pet 1:1) or, as is more probable, to scattered Jewish- 
Christian communities outside Palestine. The prescript ends 
with the typical Greek formula of greeting (chairein). 

Joy in Temptations (1:2-18) 

(1:2-4) From Trials to Completion The unusual imperative to 
enjoy ‘trials’ (petrasmot, v. 2) is explained by the fact that ‘the 
testing of faith’ can ‘produce endurance’ (v. 3). This idea with 
close parallels in Rom 5:2b-5 and 1 Pet 1:6-7 might have been 
part of early Christian baptismal instruction, ultimately going 
back to the teaching of Jesus (Mt 5:11-12; Lk 6:22-3). From 
endurance results, as ‘full effect, that you may be complete 
[teleios, RSV perfect)’ (v. 4), a goal that connects James with the 
Dead Sea scrolls (tamim, 1QS), Paul (1 Cor 2:6; Phil 3:15; Col 
4:12) and Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 5:48; 19:21). In James as in 
Qumran and the rest ofthe NT completion is understood to be 
eschatological. 


(15-8) Prayer for Wisdom That completion is still in the 
future is illustrated by the admonition to ask for more wisdom 
(v. 5). The phrasing reminds one of Jesus’ logion about asking 
and receiving (Mt 7:7; Lk 11:9—10) and his promise of wisdom 
in times of trial (Lk 21:15). That God gives ‘simply (haplos) 
and without grudging’ (own tr.) has its background in the Q- 
saying, Mt 7:7-8; Lk 11:13. In contrast to God human beings 
can be ‘double-minded’ (di psychos) even in prayer (v. 8). Atthis 


JAMES 


point James apparently coined a new Greek word for a Pales- 
tinian-Jewish anthropological idea. That such a person is 
‘unstable in all his ways’ (RSV) reminds one of the two-ways 
tradition (cf. Mt 7:13-14) that is already attested in Qumran 
(1QS 1:8 etc.) and became prominent in early Christian ethical 
teaching (Did. 1:1). That one should ask ‘in faith never doubt- 
ing’ (1:6—7) is also inspired by Jesus’ teaching (Mt 21:21-2; Mk 
I1:23-4). 

(1:9-11) The Lowly and the Rich The raising up of the lowly 
and the bringing low of the rich and mighty (vv. 9-10) is an 
important motif of the Lukan special tradition (Lk 1:48, 52; 
14:11; cf. Mt 23:12). That (rich) men ‘disappear like a flower’ 
(vv. 10-11) is already proverbial in the OT (Isa 40:6-7; Ps 
103:15; cf. 4Q185; Mt 6:30; Lk 12:28 and Mt 13:6; Mk 4:6) 
and here expressed in a quite Semitic way. 

(1:12-15) God and Temptation Beatitudes on those who ‘en- 
dure temptations’ are frequent in Jewish apocalyptic (Dan 
12:12 Theod.; £x. Rab. 31:3) and the Jesus tradition (Mt 5:3—- 
11, Lk 20:22), v. 12 being possibly an unknown beatitude of 
Jesus (Adamson 1976: 68). The denial that God is the 
author of temptation (v. 134) may correct a certain inter- 
pretation of the Lord’s Prayer (Mt 6:13; Lk 11:4; cf. 1 Cor 
10:13). Tempting someone to do evil is against the character 
of God (v. 13b; cf. Sir 15:11-12). Like Augustine (PL 38.453), 
the author seems to see in the testing of the faith of 
Abraham and Job something different. Although James be- 
lieves in the involvement of demonic powers in temptation 
(3:15; 4:7) here he stresses human responsibility (v. 14; cf 1 
Enoch 98:4). The use of the term ‘desire’ (¢ pithumia) is near to 
the psychological-ethical discussion in Qumran and the 
Rabbis (Kirk 1969-70; Marcus 1982) about the ‘evil in- 
clination’ (yéser ha-ra‘) and not to Gnostic speculation about 
the evil of materiality. The personification of human desire 
giving birth to sin and death has its background either in Gen 
3 (cf Rom 7:7-12) or Prov 7:22-3. The triad ‘desire, sin, death’ 
(v. 15) forms a strong contrast to ‘temptation, endurance, life’ 
(Vv. 12). 

(1:16-18) God’s Perfect Gift The admonition in w. 16-17 
recapitulates some motives of the ‘epitome of exhortation’ in 
1:2-15. The first part of v. 17 may be the quotation of a pagan 
proverb in hexameter form, but an allusion to a word of Jesus 
(Mt 7:11; Lk 11:13) is also possible. The ‘perfect gift’ (v. 17a) 
should not be restricted to wisdom (cf. 1:5), but characterizes 
all that God is doing. The designation of God as ‘Father of 
lights’ (v. 17), that is the creator of the stars, is only found ina 
document from a wider Essenism (As. Mos. 36, 38, cf. T. Abr. 
7:6; CD 5§:17—-18; 1QS 3:20). In contrast to human beings God 
does not waver and this is shown (as in Qumran) with an 
allusion to the majestic, regularmovements of the stars. What 
kind of celestial phenomenon could be meant by the change- 
able shadow (v. 17c) is unclear, but comparable language is 
found in 4:14. In sharp contrast to human behaviour in 1:15, 
God performs a new creation by spiritual birth from his ‘free 
will’ (v. 18, own tr). This idea has an antecedent in the apoca- 
lyptic preaching of John the Baptist (Mt 3:9; Lk 3:8), is clearly 
attested in the Jesus tradition (Mt 18:3; Jn 3:3, 5), and is 
common to all important strata of NT Christianity (1 Cor 
4:15; Rom 12:2; Eph 1:5; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 1:3; Jn 3:3-8; 1 Jn 3:9; 
4:7). The idea appears often in baptismal texts, very close to 
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James are the Petrine (1 Pet 1:23) and the pre-Johannine 
traditions (Jn 1:12-13). The ‘word of truth’ (v. 18) should not 
be restricted to the OT (cf. Ps 119:43) or OT law. The idiom has 
no real Jewish parallels but is attested in NT texts about 
conversion (2 Cor 6:7; Eph 1:13; Col 1:5; cf. 2 Tim 2:15). 
Possibly, in letters arguing with Christians under a certain 
Essene influence ‘word of truth’ is a designation for mission 
preaching (including elementary ethical instruction). Already 
Philo and the romance Joseph and Asenath, both in contact 
with Egyptian Essenic-Therapeutic circles, describe conver- 
sion as a coming from death to life and truth, implying the 
forgiveness of sins. When believers are called ‘first fruits’, this 
is the cultic language of offering (Ex 23:16; Lev 27:26; Deut 
14:23, etc) and may be a hint at Jesus’ vicarious death and 
resurrection (cf. 1 Cor 15:20). 


Hearing, Speaking, Doing (1:19-27) 


(1:19-21) Quick to Hear, Slow to Speak ‘You must understand 
this, my beloved’ (v. 19a) marks a new section. The Semitic 
formulated proverb (v. 19b) has many parallels in wisdom 
literature (Sir 5:11; Eccl 5:1, etc.) as has the following theme 
‘slow to anger’ (Eccl 7:9). Anger does not produce the divine 
standard of ‘righteousness’ (v. 20). Speech ethics has the 
negative aspect of getting rid of all false speech (v. 21a) and 
the positive one ‘to receive [RSV] with meekness the im- 
planted word (logos emphutos)’ (v. 21b), an idiom reminding 
one of the explanation of the parable of the sower in its Lukan 
form (Lk 8:13; cf. 1 Pet 1:23). This enhances the possibility that 
as with ‘the word of truth’ (1:18) we have here an abbreviated 
term for the early Christian paradosis including the words of 
Jesus. Similar language is used in connection with mission 
preaching (Acts 1:14) and baptism (Col 3:8). A pre-Qumranic 
prayer (4Q504) earlier expressed the hope that God would 
‘sow’ his word inwardly into man. The seed metaphor stresses 
the life-giving power of God’s word. That the ‘implanted word’ 
has ‘the power to save your souls’ (v. 21¢) may allude to Jesus’ 
teaching about his words as the criterion of eschatological 
salvation (Mk 8:35—-8; Lk 9:24-6). 

(1:22-5) Doers, not Merely Hearers of the Word This admon- 
ition (vv. 22-3b) resembles Jesus’ parable of the building of a 
house, stressing the importance of notonly hearing but doing 
his word (Mt 7:24-7; Lk 6:47-9; cf. Origen, Hom. in Gen. 
2.16). The use of mirrors as illustration (vv. 23b-4) was 
common in the religious and philosophical teaching of the 
ancient world. The idiom ‘the perfect law... of liberty’ (v. 25; 
cf. 2:15) is crucial for every general understanding of James. 
The strongly Semitic expression ‘hearer of forgetfulness’ 
(own tr.) argues against a Stoic background. As ‘the royal 
law’ in 2:8, ‘the perfect law’ should be understood as the OT 
law as interpreted and completed by Jesus (cf. Mt 5:17, 48). 
There might be a traditio-historical connection (Riesner 1997: 
362-4) between Jas 1:21 (‘meekness’, ‘saving the souls’) and 
v. 25 (‘law of freedom’), Jesus’ invitation to bear his ‘yoke’ (i.e. 
law) as ‘rest for your souls’ (Mt 11:28-30), Paul’s ‘law of Christ’ 
(Gal 6:1-2) that makes free (cf. Gal 5:1) and the pre-Johannine 
Amen-saying about the freedom from sin (Jn 8:34-6). Men- 
tion of the ‘law of freedom’ in Qumran (1QS 10:6, 8, 11) is 
disputed (cf. Ex 32:16), but similar language is found in Philo 
(Omn. Prob. 45). 
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(1:26-7) Pure Religion ‘Religion’ (thréskeia) is defined primar- 
ily in ethical and not in ritual terms (v. 26). The quality of 
speech is the criterion for what is in the human heart (cf. Mt 
12:34; Lk 6:45). To remain ‘unstained by the world’ (v. 27c) 
here means an ethical dualism (cf. 1 Enoch 48:7; 108:8; Apoc. 
Abr. 29:8; T. Iss. 4:6) and nota material one as in Gnosticism. 
To ‘care for orphans and widows’ (v. 27h) is a common com- 
mand in the OT (Deut 14:28; Jer 5:28; Sir 4:10, etc.) and was 
practised with great care in the primitive community of Jeru- 
salem (Acts 6:1-6). The ‘pure and undefiled’ religion (v. 27a; 
cf. Philo, Leg. All. 1.50) is addressed to ‘God, the Father’. To call 
God three times ‘Father’ (1:17, 27; 3:9) is unusually often in a 
Jewish writing and might echo Jesus’ regular address to God. 


The Love Command and Dead Faith (2:1-26) 


(2:1-4) No Faith with Favouritism In James ‘faith’ is closely 
bound to ethics, but this does not imply a low Christology. 
Jesus is called the ‘Christ’ (v. 1), fulfilling the OT and Jewish 
Messianic hope, but much more also. In view of the close 
parallel in 1 Cor 2:8 (kyrios tés doxés) ‘glory’ is to be seen as 
modifying ‘Lord’, meaning ‘the Lord of glory’ (v. 1). This 
designation may allude to Jesus’ transfiguration (Lk 9:32; cf. 
Jn 1:14). The term is found in 1 Enoch 22:14; 25:3; 27:3, 5; 75:3 
referring to God, but in 63:2 it may refer to the (pre-existent) 
‘Son of Mar’ (cf. 63:11). He is also called the ‘Lord of Wisdom’ 
(63:2), whose ‘mystery’ was not recognized by the kings and 
other powerful men (63:2—4). The messianic ‘Son of Man’ is 
in possession of the glory of God that Adam, the first man, had 
lost (Apoc. Mos. 20-1; cf. Gen 2). Thus Jesus’ designation as 
‘Lord of glory’ may hint at his pre-existence and the factthat he 
was not recognized although God’s glory was revealed in him. 
The Jewish-Christian background of the letter is shown by the 
reference to the sitting order (Riesner 1995: 207-8) of a 
synagogue building (synagogé, v. 2). The assembled commu- 
nity in James is not called ‘synagogue’ but by the more theo- 
logical term ‘church’ (ekklésia, 5:14). The poor man is humbled 
by being given a bad place, whereas the rich receive seats of 
honour (vv. 2-3). Biased judgement of the poor (v. 4) is criti- 
cized by the OT (Lev 19:15), and also by Jesus (Lk 18:6). 
Concern for the poor is one of the main subjects of the Lukan 
special tradition. 


(2:5-7) Poor and Rich The address ‘listen my... brothers’ 
(v. 5a) is also found in James’s speech at the apostolic council 
of Jerusalem according to Acts 15:13, but nowhere in the rest of 
the NT. Obviously, v. 5b reminds the readers of Jesus’ blessing 
on the poor as heirs of the kingdom of God (Mt 5:3, 5; Lk 6:20), 
although the basileia is not promised to the poor generally but 
to those ‘rich in faith and loving God’ (own tr.). The writer 
points to the experience of his readers: whereas they dishon- 
our the poor, they themselves are brought to court by the rich 
(v. 6; cf. Lk 18:3). The rich also ‘blaspheme the excellent name 
that was invoked over you’ (v. 7). Since this cannot be the name 
of God it must be the name of Jesus invoked in baptism (cf. 
Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; Herm. Sim. 9.16.3). v. 7 forms another 
curious parallel to the speech attributed to James in Acts 15:17. 
(2:8-13) Love as the Royal Law Loving ‘your neighbour as 
yourself’ (Lev 19:18) is called the ‘royal law’ (nomos basilikos, 
2:8). Jesus had already declared this OTcommand and love for 
God as the summary of the whole law (Mt 22:37—9; Mk 12:30- 


JAMES 


1, and esp. Lk 10:25-8) and thus made it the law of the 
Messiah-King and his kingdom (basileia). For James the law 
is indivisible (v. 10; cf. Mt 5:18—19; Lk 3:9). The order of the 
commandments (Ex 20:13-14; Deut 5:17—18) on adultery and 
murder is (against Mt 19:18; Mk 10:19) the same as in Lk 
18:20. To act against the poor (v. 9) is like murder and is 
judged by the law as such (v. 15 cf. Jer 7:6; 22:3; Sir 34:26; 
T. Gad, 4:6—7). When the law is again called a ‘law of freedom’ 
(v. 12) it is stressed that it is the law of Moses as interpreted, 
supplemented, and altered by Jesus (cf. 1:25). That ‘mercy’ is 
the criterion of judgement (v. 13) echoes Jesus’ beatitude on 
the merciful (Mt 5:7). 


(2:14-17) Faith and the Needs of the Poor Here the writer for 
the first time introduces his conviction that faith (pistis) with- 
out works cannot save (v. 14), because such a faith is ‘dead’ 
(v. 17). ‘Having works’ is here defined as fulfilling the elemen- 
tary claims of human behaviour. Someone pronouncing a 
blessing on brothers and sisters who lack both clothes and 
‘daily food’ (cf. Lk 11:3) without helping them in their basic 
needs (vv. 15-16) would be unmerciful and sin against the 
teaching of Jesus (Mt 25:35—6; cf. 1 Jn 3:17). In the primitive 
community of Jerusalem there was a ‘daily distribution’ forthe 
needy (Acts 6:1). 


(2:18-20) No Faith without Works An imaginary interlocutor 
poses a question that is used by the writer to advance his 
argument: ‘But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 
works”’ (v. 18a). Since it would be illogical for an adversary to 
claim that he has deeds whereas James has faith, the probable 
meaning (Dibelius 1976: 156) of the objection is that faith and 
deeds can be separated since God has distributed them sep- 
arately among different people. But according to James the 
sheer belief in the existence of the one God (cf. Deut 6:4) has 
no more saving power than the trembling belief of the de- 
mons in God’s supreme power (v. 19). There seems to be a 
play on the two related meanings of the Greek verb detknumi, 
‘to show’ and ‘to demonstrate’. Since for the writer faith with- 
out the practical proof of works is only an intellectual assent 
without personal commitment nothing can be ‘shown’ by it. 
But works can be ‘shown’ and by them someone’s faith is 
demonstrated (v. 18b). So he repeats his conviction that ‘faith 
without works is barren’ (v. 20; cf. 2:17). 


(2:21-4) The Example of Abraham In Jewish tradition the 
binding of Isaac (2:21; cf. Gen 22) was the capstone of a series 
of testings of Abraham (1 Macc 2:52; Jub. 17:17; 19:8; m. ’ Abot 
5:3, etc.) and his final declaration as ‘righteous’ because of his 
acts of mercy (T. Abr. A 1.17; Tg. Ps.J.on Gen 21:33). Since Paul 
also in the context of justification and works (Rom 4:3) refers 
to the same scripture (Gen 15:6) many suppose a direct 
(polemical) reaction on James’s side (v. 23). But the termino- 
logical parallels can be explained by both authors referring to 
the Jewish tradition (Konradt 1998: 241-4). James uses this 
tradition as self-evident without arguing against Paul’s new 
interpretation of Abraham’s example apparently not known to 
him. For a direct connection one has to assume that the rather 
intelligent author of James did misrepresent the teaching of 
Paul. Paul argues against justification by ‘works of the law’ 
(erga nomou, Gal 2:16; 3:2, 10; Rom 3:20, 28; cf. 4QMMT col. 
27; 4QFlor 1:6—7), that is acceptance of circumcision, purity, 
feasts, and other ritual regulations as a condition of salvation. 
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James has nothing to say about the ritual law but writes about 
elementary moral obligations (erga). Of course, James could 
react against a misunderstood liberalistic Paulinism, espe- 
cially if the letter is rather early and written without first- 
hand knowledge either of Paul himself or of his letters. But 
James seems to be arguing not at all against a theological 
position but against an unchristian lifestyle. He faced pro- 
blems similar to those of Paul in Corinth (1 Cor 1—-4!), not like 
the disputes in Galatia. One should not misrepresent James, 
v. 24 does notread ‘man is justified by works alone’. For James 
faith is ‘active along with... works and faith [is] brought to 
completion by the works’ (v. 22). There are obvious termino- 
logical differences: whereas James could speak of a ‘dead’ or 
‘barren’ faith (without works), for Paul faith without any sign 
of new life would not be faith at all. 


(2:25-6) The Example of Rahab Even a problematic person 
suchas this prostitute was proved righteous by risking her life 
to help the people of God (v. 25; cf. Josh 2:1-15). The maxim of 
2:17, that faith without works is dead, is repeated (v. 26). One 
can say that ‘James, like Paul, is repeating what Jesus said. 
Paul repeats Mt 5:3, James repeats Mt 7:21-7. Paul is repre- 
senting the beginning whereas James is representing the end 
of the Sermon on the Mount’ (Jeremias 1954-5: 371). 


Ethics of Speech for Teachers (3:1-12) 


The leading role of ‘teachers’ (didaskaloi) is part of a Jewish- 
Christian background (Zimmermann 1988: 194-208). The 
writer (‘we’) belongs to this class (v. 1) but he warns that ‘not 
many...should become teachers’ because of their special 
responsibility in view of God’s coming judgement (cf. Lk 
12:48). Although the whole letter is an admonition to become 
‘perfect’ the writer himself confesses to ‘many mistakes’ (v. 2) 
showing his realistic and honest anthropology. 


(3:2a-3) The Tongue like a Horse’s Bit The controlling power 
of the tongue over the whole person (Sir 14:15 20:1-7; Prov 
10:19; Eccl 5:1) is illustrated by this example (cf. Ps 32:9). 


(3:4-5a) The Tongue Like a Ship’s Rudder As with the pre- 
vious example there are many parallels not only in Greek but 
also in Jewish Hellenistic literature (especially in Philo). Prob- 
ably both illustrations had already become proverbial. 


(3:5b-6) The Tongue as a Fire Fire in scrub and brushwood is 
acommon phenomenon in Palestine. ‘World of iniquity’ (v. 6) 
forms a Semitic construction (1 Enoch 48:7; cf. Lk 16:9, 11; 
18:6). Outside the words of Jesus only here is the term gehenna 
for ‘hell’ used. At its source is the Hinnom (Aram. gehenna) 
Valley, cursed by Jeremiah (7:31-4), and encircling the south- 
western hill of Jerusalem (1 Enoch 26-7), where James, the 
brother of the Lord, and his community resided. 


(3:7-10a) The Untamed Tongue The writer expresses a deep 
anthropological scepticism: wild beasts can be tamed, but not 
the human tongue (wv. 7-8). It is full of death-dealing poison 
(Ps 139:4; cf. 1QH 5:26-7). The criticism of blessing God but 
cursing man has many OT and Jewish parallels, but Jesus’ 
admonition seems especially close (Lk 6:28; cf. Rom 12:14). 
The connection between the beliefin man being created in the 
image of God and the prohibition of cursing man is part of the 
Jewish ethical tradition (Mek. to Ex 20:26; Gen. Rab. to 5:1; 
Slavonic Enoch 44:1; §2:126; cf. Lk 6:27-8). 
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(3:10b-12) No Double Talk This is an important conse- 
quence of the concept of integrity contrasted with ‘double- 
mindedness’ (1:8). The image of plants producing appropriate 
fruit (v. 12a) is common in Stoicism, but a very near parallel 
can be found in the words of Jesus (Mt 7:16; Lk 6:44). The last 
sentence (v. 12b) formulates a condensation of the first image 
of salt and sweet water springs (v. 11) so common side by side 
on the edges of the Jordan rift valley. 


The Wise and Humility (3:13-4:12) 


After strongly warning the teachers the admonition for them 
continues in a more positive way. Its background might be the 
example of the ‘meekness’ (3:13) of Jesus, the incarnate Wis- 
dom (Mt 11:28-30; cf. Jas 1:21). The idea that wisdom is given 
to the humble has also a close parallel (Hoppe 1985: 139-45) 
in Jesus’ logion about the revelation to infants (Mt 11:25; 
Lk 10:21). 


(3:13-18) The Meekness of Wisdom As in Paul (1 Cor 14) the 
criterion of wisdom, coming from above or below (v. 15), is 
ethical, especially the avoidance of strife (v. 16). The descrip- 
tion of the ‘wisdom from above’ (v. 17) reminds one in some 
way of Paul’s description of love in 1 Cor 13:4—7. Even closer 
are the parallels in the lists of virtues inthe Qumran Manual of 
Discipline (1QS 4), Paul (Gal 5:22-3), and the Matthean beati- 
tudes (Mt 5:3-10). At the end (v. 18) there might be an inten- 
tional echo of Jesus’ beatitude on the peacemakers (Mt 5:9). 


(4:1-3) Passions as Cause of Wars ‘Conflicts and disputes’ 
have their origin not only in social circumstances, but are 
also traced back to the war within human beings (v. 1). For 
Christians prayer should precede all human aspirations (v. 2), 
but even Jesus’ promise on prayer (Mt 7:7—8; Lk 11:9-10) can 
be misused ‘to spend what you get on your pleasures’ (v. 3). 


(4:4-6) Grace to the Humble The antagonism between 
‘friendship with the world’ and being an ‘enemy of God’ 
(v. 4) is like the ethical dualism in the Enochic literature 
(1 Enoch 48:7; 108:8), Qumran (Jub. 30:19-22), and 1 Jn 
2:15—-17, but a parallel can also be found in the Jesus tradition 
(Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13). v. 5 may introduce a citation from an 
unknown work (NRSV), but it is also possible to translate 
the verse (cf. 4:11) as two rhetorical questions: ‘Does scripture 
speak in vain? Does the spirit which he madetodwellinuscrave 
enviously>’ (Johnson 1995: 280-2). Apparently, pneuma refers 
neither to the Holy Spirit nor tothe human spirit but to a type 
of good inclination given by God (cf. T. Dan, 5:1-3; T. Jos. 10:2— 
3; T. Ben. 6:4). The Greek noun phthonos, ‘envy’, was never 
connected with God. In fulfilling the promise of Scripture and 
the right human desire God gives a ‘greater gift’ (v. 6, own tr.) 
which should be identified with the wisdom (cf. 3:13-18) he 
will grant to the humble. This is argued by a citation of Prov 
3:34 in a specific text-form found also in 1 Pet 5:5. The whole 
context of Prov 3:19-35 forms the background of Jas 3:13-4:10. 


(4:7-10) Humble before God This imperative section has a 
clear structure. There are three couplets of imperatives 
(vv. 7b-9), framed by two other imperatives with the subject 
of submitting oneself to God (vv. 7a, 10), thus forming a 
fivefold structure. Submission to God and resistance to the 
devil makes Satan flee (4:4; cf. Lk 4:13). The idea of ‘drawing 
near to God’ (v. 8) is expressed in cultic language (Ex 19:22; 
24:2; Deut 16:16; Ps 122; 145). The imperative to ‘mourn (v. 9) 
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may echo Jesus’ woe against the rich (Lk 6:25). v. 10 seems to 
be a rather clear allusion to the logion of] esus concluding the 
parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Lk 18:14; cf. Lk 
14:11; 1 Pet 5:6). So, perhaps, here ‘grace’ (4:6) may include not 
only the gift of wisdom, but also the forgiveness of sins. 
(4:11-12) God as Only Lawgiver and Judge The letter’s three 
important motifs, not to speak evil against or judge a brother 
(cf. Mt 7:1-2; Lk 6:37—8), and to be a doer of the law, are 
summarized (v. 11). No human being can be the final judge 
since this is the privilege of God (cf. Rom 14:4) who gave the 
law (v. 12). 


Warming to the Rich (4:13-5:6) 


(4:13-17) Tomorrow Belongs to God This admonition resem- 
bles the polemicin 1 Enoch 97:8-10 and the parable of the rich 
fool (Lk 12:16-21), the latter itself showing parallels to the 
Enochic tradition. In contrast to the rich in 5:1 the merchants 
here seem to be members of the community (v. 13). Under 
Palestinian conditions they could try to become rich only 
through trade. Whereas the criticism of care about tomorrow 
may echo Jesus’ teaching (Mt 6:25-34; Lk 12:22-31), ‘mist’ was 
a very common metaphor for the passing of life (v. 14). The 
most dangerous consequence of human ‘arrogance’ (v. 16) is 
to forget God, who governs life (v. 15; cf 1 Enoch 94:8). The 
Semitic-style maxim in v. 17 reminds one of Jesus’ parable of 
the watchful servants (Lk 12:47). 


(5:1-3) Warning to the Rich v. 1 reads like an abbreviation of 
Jesus’ woe against the rich (Lk 6: 24-5), wv. 2-3 could be an 
allusion to his words on treasures (Mt 6:19—21; Lk 12:33—4). 
That hoarded goods and their decay will be a witness in the 
last judgement (v. 3) is also expressed in 1 Enoch 96:7. 


(5:4-6) The Oppression of the Poor and the Just What makes 
things even worse is that the rich gain their goods by injustice. 
Keeping back the wages of the labourers (v. 4) is an old 
prophetic accusation (Jer 22:13; Mal 3:5; cf. Tob 4:14). That at 
this point God’s name ‘Lord of hosts’ (kyrios sabaoth) is cited 
means that doom is imminent. v. 5 may allude not only to Jer 
12:3, butalso to Jesus’ parable ofthe rich man and Lazarus (Lk 
16:19, 25). The condemnation and killing of the righteous 
man (v. 6) could be a general attack on judicial murder (cf. 
Wisd 2:12), but the change from plural to singular is remark- 
able. In the Lukan special tradition ‘the rulers’ are singled out 
as those killing Jesus (Lk 23:13, 35; 24:20; Acts 3:17; cf. 1 Cor 
2:8). ‘The righteous one’ (ho dikaios) was a primitive Jewish- 
Christian designation of Jesus as the Messiah (Acts 3:14; 7:52; 
22:14; cf. Lk 23:37; 1 Pet 3:18; 1 Jn 2:1), a Jewish antecedent is 
found only in 1 Enoch 38:2; 53:6 (cf. Isa 53:11). Bearing this 
traditio-historical background in mind, the remark on non- 
resistance could hint not only in general at the suffering ofthe 
righteous, but especially at Jesus’ suffering as the Servant of 
the Lord (Isa 53:7; cf. 1 Pet 2:23). 


Patience until the Coming of the Lord (5:7-20) 


The last part of the letter treats some problems typical for the 
life of every community until the end of time. Although it 
is possible that the coming of God is in view (cf. T: Judah, 22:2; 
T? Levi, 8:11; As. Mos. 10:12; 1 Enoch 92-105, etc.) itseems more 
probable that ‘until the coming (parousia) of the Lord’ (v. 7) 
refers to the Second Coming of Christ, since the Greek 
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expression has become almost technical in early Christian 
documents (1 Thess 2:19; 4:15; 5:23; 1 Cor 15:23; Mt 24:3, etc.). 
(5:7-9) The Example of the Patient Farmer There could be an 
allusion to Jesus’ parable of the growing seed (Mk 4:26-30), 
directed against Zealot aspirations to create a pure commu- 
nity. ‘The early and the late rain’ (v. 7) points to a Syro- 
Palestinian background, ‘the precious fruit of the earth’ to 
rather small farms with short rations. In the OT (Joel 4:13) 
and in the Jesus tradition (Mt 13:30, 39; Jn 4:35) harvest is a 
picture for God’s judgement, which in James is seen in the 
near future (v. 8). Against the tendency to judge others once 
and for all the community members are reminded that God 
will judge them according to their own standard (v. 9). The 
warning against ‘judging’ (krinein) forms an important motif 
in the Synoptic tradition (Mt 7:1-2; Lk 6:37). That the judge ‘is 
standing at the doors’ (v. 9) does not refer to the place of 
judgement but points to its imminence (cf. Mk 13:29; Mt 
24:33; Rev 3:3, 20). 

(5:10-12) The Example of the Persecuted Prophets Starting 
with the Deuteronomistic History (1 Kings 19:10), Jewish 
tradition (Dan 9:6; T: Levi, 16) spoke of the persecution and 
martyrdom of the prophets (v. 10). This motif is also found in 
the synoptic tradition (Mt 23:29-39; Lk 11:47-51; Mk 12:1-12). 
Jesus compared his destiny (Lk 13:32—3) and that of his fol- 
lowers (Mt 5:11-12; Lk 6:22-3) with the fate of the prophets. If 
‘the steadfast are called happy’ (v. 11a) this might be a reminis- 
cence of Jesus’ beatitude of the persecuted. That Job is singled 
out for his patience (v. 11b) has its background rather in Jewish 
legends, such as the Testament of Job, than in the OT. August- 
ine (PL 40.634) thought that ‘the purpose of the Lord’ refers to 
the passion of Jesus. But the construction of the sentence is 
Semitic and refers to the ‘outcome’ (telos) of Job’s story when 
God showed that he is ‘compassionate and merciful’. Perhaps 
considering the situation of persecution, when believers had 
to defend themselves in courts, brought to the writer’s mind 
Jesus’ warning not to ‘swear’ (v. 12; cf. Justin Martyr, Apol. 
1.18.5). In the Jesus tradition this prohibition is found only 
in the Matthean special material (Mt 5:34-7) yet in a more 
elaborate form. The doubling of ‘yes and no’ here is not a 
kind of strong affirmation, but a Semitic expression for ‘let 
your yes be yes and your no be no’. This part of the logion was 
apparently already known to Paul (2 Cor 1:17). The Essenes 
were famous for denying the oath of loyalty to any human 
ruler (Jos. J. W. 2.135; cf. Ant. 15.370—-2; Philo, Omn. Prob. 84), 
but the Damascus Document allowed swearing in court 
(CD 9:9-10; 15:1-2; 16:8-11). 


(5:13-15) The Prayer of the Elders for the Sick As the commu- 
nity will ever experience inner strife and outer persecution, 
so illness of its members will never end before the parousia. 
Both the sick and the healthy should address God in prayers 
and psalms (v. 13). But since in the early Christian commu- 
nities the charisma of healing was present (cf. Mk 16:17—-18; 
1 Cor 12:9, etc.) a special prayer for the very sick is recom- 
mended. They should call ‘the elders of the church’ (v. 14a) 
whoare either bearers of an office (cf. Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1-7; 5:17; 
Titus 1:5, etc.) or only respected members of the community, 
perhaps with special experience in healing. ‘To pray over’ the 
sick indicates a laying on of hands as it was known in the OT 
(Ps 35:13; Tob 1:19; Sir 7:35, etc.) and in contemporary Judaism 
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(tQapGen 20:21-2, 29). Oilasan agent of miraculous healing 
is mentioned only in the Markan form of the pre-Easter 
mission of the disciples (Mk 6:13). That the sick person is 
‘anointed in the name of the Lord’ (v. 14b) may hint at this 
tradition (cf: Mk 9:38). In any case it shows that healing is not 
a magical rite but practised as part of the lordship of Jesus. 
Customarily, oil in Jewish (Isa 1:6; Lk 10:34; Jos. Ant. 17.172, 
etc.) as in pagan contexts (Pliny, NH 23:39-40; Galen 2:10, 
etc.) was used as a popular remedy for all kinds of illness. 
Here, however, it could be a visual sign of the Holy Spirit 
through whom Jesus worked his healing miracles (Lk 6:16-21 
referring to Isa 61:1-2; cf. also Life of Adam, 36; Apoc. Mos. 9:3). 
‘The prayer of faith’ (v. 154) means the elders’ faithful prayer 
which stands under a great promise (cf. 1:5—8; 4:3). ‘That the 
the prayer of faith will save the sick and the Lord will raise 
them up is interpreted either as mental strengthening, escha- 
tological salvation, or physical healing. Although elements of 
the first and second possibilities may play a role, the third 
interpretation is the most probable. In the gospel tradition the 
verbs ‘saving’ (s6zein) and ‘raising up’ (egeirein) are also used 
for physical healing (cf. Mk 5:23, 28, 34; 10:52; Jn 11:12, re- 
spectively Mk 1:31; Mt 9:5-7; Jos. Ant. 19.294). In the prayers 
of the elders the petition for forgiveness is included (v. 15). 


(5:16-18) The Effective Prayer of all Community Members 
The writer shows an intuitive insight into the relation between 
sin and mental as well as physical health when he admonishes 
his readers generally to mutual confessions of sins and to 
common prayers (v. 16a). The interdependence of forgiveness 
by God and one’s readiness to forgive others is stressed as in 
the Lord’s Prayer (Mt 6:12; Lk 11:4). There was a widespread 
belief in Judaism that the prayer of a just man is especially 
effective (v. 16b). One is reminded that according to early 
church tradition James, the brother of the Lord, himself was 
fust’ (dikaios) and therefore a man of powerful prayer (Hege- 
sippus, in Eus. Hist. &ccl. 2.23.4-7). Here, in accordance with 
Jewish tradition (2 Esd7:109; m. Ta‘an. 2:4; b. Sanh. 113a), the 
example is Elijah and his prayer for rain (1 Kings 18:42—5). The 
timespan of ‘three years and six months’ (v. 17) is found notin 
the OT but in the words of Jesus (Lk 4:25). The Lukan special 
tradition shows a certain interest in Elijah as a prototype for 
Jesus (Lk 7:11-17; 9:51—-62, etc.), but here in James it is stressed 
against popular Jewish legends (Jeremias, TDNT ii. 929-30) 
and perhaps also against speculations of some on the person 
of John the Baptist (cf. Jn 1:24-7) that Elijah is a ‘man of like 
nature’ (RSV) as the believers (v. 17). The whole formulation of 
the example has a strong Semitic flavour. 


(5:19-20) Bringing Back the Sinners The letter ends with a 
realistic but positive remark. Even believers can ‘wander from 
the truth’ (v. 19). This could be an allusion to the parable of the 
lost sheep in its Matthean form (Mt 18:12-14), but the theme 
of the ‘bringing or coming back’ (epistrepho) of a sinning 
brother is also prominent in Luke’s special tradition (Lk 
17:3-4). Probably the promise of ‘saving the soul’ is assigned 
to the convert, not to the converter, as is also the ‘covering ofa 
multitude of sins’ (v. 20). This last expression, which was 
known in Jewish-Christian tradition (1 Pet 4:8; 1 Clem. 49:4; 
2 Clem. 16:4; cf. 1 Cor 13:4-7), could allude to Prov 10:12, but 
the LXX differs. In one part of the Christian tradition this 
formulation was regarded as a saying of Jesus (Clem. AL, 
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Paed. 3.91.3; Didascalia, 4). In any case, the last words of a 
sometimes stern letter remind the readers of the chances of 
repentance, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 
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77.1 Peter 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Date, Authorship, and Provenance. 1. Despite attempts of 
scholars such as R. Perdelwitz, B. H. Streeter, H. Windisch, 
H. Preisker, and F. L. Cross in the first half of the twentieth 
century to argue to the contrary, 1 Peter should be read as a 
genuine letter. Earlier attempts to argue that 1 Peter was a 
baptismal sermon or liturgy that was subsequently incorp- 
orated into a letter have now largely fallen out of favour. 

2. 1 Peter was quickly accepted as an authentic apostolic 
writing. The first probable citations from 1 Peter are in Poly- 
carp’s epistle to the Philippians (c.130 cz), and the letter is also 
referred to at 2 Pet 3:1. It is first cited explicitly as a Petrine 
writing by Irenaeus (in the late second century), and there- 
after its use becomes widespread. 

3. Despite 1 Pet 1:1, the author is unlikely to have been the 
apostle Peter. The cultured Greek of the epistle makes it 
perhaps the most literary composition in the NT. The apostle 
Peter probably knew some Greek, but 1 Peter does not look 
like the product of an unlettered (Acts 4:13) Galilean fisher- 
man. It employs a sophisticated vocabulary incorporating 
several NT hapax legomena, and its author appears to have 
some command of the techniques of Hellenistic rhetoric. He 
is also intimately acquainted with the OT in the LXX, whereas 
we should have expected the Galilean Peter to have been more 
familiar with an Aramaic Targum or the Hebrew. 

4. One cannot save Petrine authorship by arguing that Peter 
employed a secretary. If one argues that this secretary was 
Silvanus, the travelling companion of Paul (e.g. Selwyn 1958) 
or an anonymous amanuensis of the Roman church 
(Michaels 1988) the letter then becomes the product not of 
Peter, but of the secretary, since it is the latter’s language that 
the epistle exhibits (see Beare 1970). 

5. The epistle appears to rely heavily on traditions and not 
on personal reminiscences of Jesus. It is not clear that similar- 
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ities between 1 Peter and, for example, Romans and Ephe- 
sians require literary dependence, but at first sight the letter 
does have a deutero-Pauline feel. Yet many distinctive elem- 
ents of Pauline theology (e.g. justification by faith) are 
entirely absent from 1 Peter, and even where characteristic 
Pauline expressions, such as ‘in Christ’ are employed, they are 
hardly used in a distinctively Pauline manner (see I PET 5:14). 
The epistle also shows some affinities with non-Pauline writ- 
ings such as James, Hebrews, and 1 Clement. This suggests 
either that all these writings are drawing on common trad- 
itions, or that at least some of them were sufficiently well 
known to our author to have influenced his language (in 
favour of literary dependence, see Beare 1970; in favour of 
common catechetical and liturgical traditions, see Selwyn 
1958; Achtemeier 1996). Knowledge of any of these writings 
would point to a date later than the apostle Peter is meant to 
have perished, in the Neronian persecution (c.66 ce). Indeed, 
the thought and tenor of the epistle would seem to place it 
towards the end of the first century, at a stage of development 
not far removed from that of the Pastoral Epistles (see Best 
1971). 

6. More specifically, the use of the code name ‘Babylon’ for 
Rome (5:13; cf. Rev 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21) probably 
reflects the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 cz. There must 
have been time for Christianity to have spread into a wide 
region of Asia Minor (1:1) and for the name ‘Christian’, appar- 
ently first coined in Antioch (Acts 11:26), to have become 
current (4:16). There is, however, still a lively eschatological 
expectation (4:7, 17), and the letter must be early enough to 
have been known to Polycarp. All this points to a date some- 
where between 70 and 100 cE (so Best 1971; Balch 1981; Elliott 
1982; on the inconclusiveness of some of this evidence, how- 
ever, see Achtemeier 1996). 
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7.Itis conceivable that, as Harnack first argued, the ascrip- 
tion to the apostle Peter was added to the epistle in the second 
century to secure its place in the canon (although there is no 
evidence for this). A more probable explanation, however, is 
that the letter was issued from a circle of Peter’s followers in 
Rome in his name after his death (so Best 1971; Elliott 1982; 
Achtemeier 1996; on the general issue of pseudepigraphy see 
EPH C). To be sure, once doubt is cast on the authorship, doubt 
may also be cast on the identification of Rome (‘Babylon’) as 
the place of origin, since this could be part of the mechanism 
of pseudepigraphy. But the affinities of 1 Peter with 1 Clement, 
together with its possible echoes of Romans, tip the balance 
in favour of a Roman provenance for this letter. 


B. Purpose. The purpose of the letter is not to convey doctrinal 
information or specific ethical instruction, but rather to urge 
the recipients to hold fast to their faith in the face of hostility 
(so Elliott 1982; cf. Thurén 1995; Achtemeier 1996). This, 
indeed, is roughly whatthe letter itself states (5:12). It achieves 
this aim by the threefold strategy of reminding the recipients 
of the enormous value of what they have already received as 
Christians (e.g. 1:3, 10-12, 18-21; 2:9—10), by assuring them of 
their future vindication and reward (e.g. 1:4—5, 13; 4:13; 5:4, 6, 
10), and by emphasizing the example of the blameless suffer- 
ing of Christ (e.g. 2:21-3; 3:18; 4:13). If Peter was known to the 
recipients to have been martyred for his faith, this may have 
provided a further reason for writing in his name. However, 
the sufferings envisaged in the letter appear to be not martyr- 
dom arising from state persecution but verbal and physical 
abuse from hostile neighbours (e.g. 2:12, 15, 19-20; 3:9, 16; 
4:4, 14). The hard-pressed believers are urged to give no 
needless cause for offence, even under provocation, but to 
excel in good conduct motivated by their loyalty and obedience 
to God. 


COMMENTARY 
Greeting (1:1-2) 


(1:1) On the attribution of the letter to the apostle Peter see 1 
PET A. The term ‘exiles’ does not refer to the Christians’ earthly 
sojourning prior to arriving at their heavenly home, nor is it 
likely to mean that most of those addressed had the official 
status of resident aliens prior to their conversion (so Elliott 
1981). It may reflect the social experience of the addressees 
following their conversion, though the language is probably 
drawn from the story of Israel’s progenitor Abraham (Gen 
23:4). The exiles are said to be located in the ‘Dispersion’, 
which may suggest that they are diaspora Jews. Other indica- 
tions in the letter, however, suggest that the recipients were 
formerly pagans (e.g. 1:18; 2:10). The specific region referred 
to (Pontus, Galatia, etc.) wouldcover most of Asia Minor north 
and west of the Taurus mountains. Pliny’s letters to Trajan 
(c.112 CE) indicate that by his day Christianity was well estab- 
lished in Bithynia-Pontus, not only among the towns but also 
in the countryside. 

(1:2) That the recipients are said to have been ‘chosen and 
destined by God the Father’ relates their destiny to Christ’s 
(1:20). Just as Christ suffered and was raised to glory (1:11, 21), 
so too will the Christians suffering abuse receive eschatolo- 
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gical vindication provided they stand firm. One should pro- 
bably translate v. 2 as for obedience [to God rather than Jesus] 
and sprinkling withthe blood of Jesus Christ’. Sprinkling with 
the ‘blood of Jesus Christ’ recalls the covenant ceremony of 
Ex 24:3-8, and suggests that the author sees the church as the 
people of God constituted by Christ’s sacrifice (1:19). Itmay also 
suggest that God’s people are to share in Christ’s sufferings. 
Grace and peace are common enough in Christian greetings, 
but may have a special poignancy here, where those wished 
grace and peace are suffering opposition and abuse (cf. 5:14). 


Prooemium (1:3—-12) 


This section is in the form of a blessing (cf. Eph 1:3; 2 Cor 1:3), 
though here our author does not merely praise God but sets 
out the main themes that are to follow. These are that the 
addressees are greatly privileged as believers, both in what 
they have received already and in what they can expect in the 
future. Therefore, they should stand firm despite opposition, 
regarding their suffering as an opportunity to prove their faith 
and as a sign that deliverance is at hand. 


(1:3-9) Inv. 3 the author lays the groundwork of his appeal to 
the recipients; they have been begotten again (see I PET 1:22- 
2:3) and as believers they already enjoy great benefits. These 
are not to be abandoned lightly, even under pressure, for this 
would also be to forfeit the future benefits promised at v. 4. At 
v. 5 the author continues to assure his audience of their 
fundamental security and their ultimate vindication. The sal- 
vation mentioned here is probably both from their current 
troubles and from an adverse judgement by God at the escha- 
ton, whereas ‘faith’ will include faithfulness to their calling as 
Christians. The first two words of v. 6 may be translated either 
‘in whom’ (i.e. God) or ‘in which’, i.e. the entire sentiment 
expressed in v. 5; NRSV opts for the latter. The addressees can 
rejoice in the hopes expressed in v. 5 even if they are currently 
suffering. Here we note two features of the author’s rhetorical 
strategy: (1) The author presumably does not know that his 
addressees actually are rejoicing; he probably suspects the 
reverse (hence the letter!); but by asserting that they are 
already doing what he wants he encourages his addressees 
to accept his view. (2) The author introduces his first explicit 
reference to suffering with great tact (‘even if... for a little 
while...’); later on the sufferings appear more painful; here 
they are made to appear insignificant compared with the 
privileges enjoyed. The reference to ‘various trials’ may indi- 
cate a further cause for rejoicing: such trials were expected to 
beset the faithful at the end-time, so their occurrence can be 
taken as a sign that the end is near. The trials also allow the 
suffering recipients to prove their faith (v. 7), thatis to demon- 
strate its worth in adversity just as precious metal is proved 
and separated from dross in the heat of the refining process. 
Faith thus proved will result in the suffering faithful receiving 
(from God) the very things that their unbelieving neighbours 
are currently denying them (praise, glory, and honour). This 
will occur ‘when Jesus Christ is revealed’, ic. when he appears 
from heaven at the Parousia, which the author believes to be 
close at hand (4:7). At wv. 8-9 the author again employs 
indicatives to describe the attitudes he wants his audience to 
adopt, love of and belief in Christ and joy in their salvation, 
which is described as being realized even now. 
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(I:10-12) The prooemium concludes with a section that em- 
phasizes just how privileged the addressees are. It is they who 
are the recipients of the great promises the prophets enquired 
into (vv. 11-12), and they who have received the good news of 
things into which even angels long to peer (v. 12). Yet what the 
prophets testified in advance bears directly on our author’s 
theme, for they foresaw that Christ would first suffer and then 
receive glory, the pattern that the addressees are also expected 
to follow, as will become increasingly apparent. 


Body of Letter, Part 1: Living as God’s People (1:13-2:10) 


(1:13-21) Redemption into the Christ Group The start of the 
new section is marked by the word ‘therefore’ and the shift 
into the imperative mood (v. 13). Despite NRSV, however, the 
first word in the imperative is the command to ‘hope’, the 
previous two verbs are participles (‘discipline yourselves’ is 
more literally, ‘being perfectly sober’). Many commentators 
take the participles here and elsewhere in 1 Peter as having 
imperatival force, but this is not necessarily the case (see 
Achtemeier 1996). The author could be describing his ad- 
dressees as those who have girded the loins of their minds 
(the imagery is that of fastening one’s outer garment around 
the waist so that it does not impede one’s movements, hence 
NRSV’s ‘prepare your minds for action’) and are perfectly 
sober, or he may be saying that this is the manner in which 
they should hope. The object of that hope is eschatological, 
since it is linked to the Parousia, but the Greek participle 
(rendered by NRSV as the future ‘will bring you’) suggests 
that the promised grace can already begin to be experienced 
now or in the near future. 

The author next contrasts his addressees’ former way of life 
(v. 14) with the holiness to which they are now called (v. 15). 
Holiness contains the idea of separateness; the addressees are 
to be a people set apart for God from the surrounding culture. 
The notion that this holiness is to express itself in conduct 
(v. 15) is one of the pervading themes of the letter. It is repeated 
already at v. 17 (NRSV’s ‘live’ is more literally ‘conduct your- 
selves’), where it is related to the final judgement of God. At 
first sight the sentiment of this verse is strongly at odds with 
the Pauline doctrine of justification by faith, but compare, e.g., 
Rom 2:6-11. In any case Paul and ‘Peter’ would have agreed 
that being rightwith God necessitated being part of the people 
of God now constituted through Jesus Christ, and that this 
must express itself in conduct (cf. Gal 5:13-26). Our author is 
concerned with helping his audience cope with the sense of 
alienation this brings (on ‘exiles’ see 1 per 1:1), and so imme- 
diately upon urging them to appropriate conduct he reminds 
them once more of their privileged position (vv. 18-19), this 
time in terms of the cost of their redemption, and the futility 
of the life from which they have been redeemed. 

Christ is here described in terms of a sacrificial victim (cf. 
eg. Lev 1:3, 10; 3:1, 6, etc.). It is not said how his sacrifice 
achieves redemption, but the thought may be that Christ’s 
death deals with sin, enables righteous behaviour (2:24), and 
allows access to God (2:4) to those who were formerly not his 
people (2:10). The fledgling Christian church offers a new 
reference group by which its members measure their con- 
duct, and this enables them to live with a fresh orientation. 
Our author does not express himself in this sociological lan- 
guage, but he is nevertheless keen to promote the kind of 
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group cohesion and separateness needed. This group is ori- 
ented on Christ not only as its redeemer but as its exemplar. 
Christ, like them (1:2), was foreknown or ‘destined’ by God 
(v. 20). Likethem, he suffered (2:21), butsince God raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, those who pattern them- 
selves on him can hope for the same (v. 21). 

The contrast between ‘destined’ and ‘revealed’ (v. 20) is not 
so much intended to teach predestination (see also 1 PET 2:8) 
as once again to emphasize the privileged status of the be- 
lievers. What was foreknown from before the creation of the 
world has only now been made known in the last times (note 
the eschatological emphasis) and for their sake. 


(1:22-2:3) Rebirth through the Word Patterning on Christ 
must include Christ-like conduct, or ‘obedience to the truth’ 
(which is also obedience to God the Father), but can only be 
sustained in contrast to the world with the aid of a mutually 
supportive group (1:22), membership of which is a mark of 
rebirth (see below). 

The quotation in 1:24-5a from Isa 40:6-8 is the first of 
many allusions to Isaiah in this letter. The ‘word’ is here 
equated with the good news that has been preached to the 
addressees, and this perhaps illustrates prophets testifying in 
advance (1:10). The main point of the quotation, however, is to 
contrast the transitoriness of natural life with the permanence 
of the life that springs from God’s word. Natural birth is birth 
into the worldly community. Rebirth by the word comes about 
through entering the new community that is the redeemed 
people of God constituted by the word. The worldly commu- 
nity is transitory not only because of normal human mortality, 
but because it is about to fall under God’s judgement (4:17); 
the alternative community of the word is guaranteed perman- 
ence, provided it stands firm, since it is rooted in God, and will 
be vindicated by him at the last judgement. 

Those who have undergone rebirth may be metaphorically 
described as ‘newborn infants’ (2:2). Babes are no doubt best 
fed on pure milk, but there is a play on words in the Greek, 
since the word translated ‘pure’ can also mean ‘guileless’, the 
quality that would result from obeying the injunctions of 2:1. 
It is not clear whether the author has primarily in mind his 
audience’s dealings with one another (as the immediate con- 
text might suggest) or towards outsiders (as 2:12 indicates). 
He may well have intended both. Slander is one of the things 
they seem to have been particularly suffering from outsiders, 
and they will later be commanded not to revile in turn (3:9). 
For now the author wishes to remind his audience that re- 
birth is not enough by itself, it must be followed by growth 
towards the desired goal (2:2b). The doubt implied by ‘if’ in 2:3 
isa rhetorical device. The recipients will not want to deny that 
they have tasted God’s goodness, and so they will be led into 
accepting what the author has just said. 


(2:4-10) God’s Chosen People The recurrence of the word 
‘stone’ throughout this section suggests the thought of a 
building, in particular the temple (the ‘spiritual house’ of 
v. 5), not in the literal sense of the Jerusalem temple, but in 
the metaphorical sense of God’s people (the use of ‘temple’ to 
denote one’s own elect community is also found in the Qum- 
ran literature). The people of God constitutes the other con- 
trolling theme in this section, in which language formerly 
applied to Israel is now applied to the addressees (vv. 5, 9). The 
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purpose is to persuade them of their worth as God’s chosen 
people in the face of a hostile environment. 

The living stone (Christ) atv. 4 is said to have been rejected, 
not by the Jews, but by humankind in general; there is little 
anti-Judaism in this epistle, even though its addressees (un- 
like Paul’s Gentile addressees) are regarded as having taken 
over the role of Israel without remainder (so Achtemeier 
1996). The addressees are also to become living stones (v. 5), 
and thus to share the fate of Christ their exemplar. Just as he 
was rejected by humans but was chosen and honoured (rather 
than NRSV’s ‘precious’) with God, so too those who are 
experiencing rejection on account of their faith have been 
chosen and will be honoured by God. Honour, a pivotal value 
in Mediterranean society (Malina 1983), is precisely what 
these Christians lack in the eyes of their unbelieving neigh- 
bours. The phrase ‘chosen and honoured’ thus reassures the 
audience of their true status, as well as preparing for the 
quotation from Isa 28:16 that is to follow (v. 6; cf Rom 9:33). 
Believers are also promised honour at v. 7 (which should be 
translated ‘soto you who believe is the honour’), in contrast to 
the stumbling that is the fate of the unbeliever (vv. 7b-8). The 
function of v. 8 is not to teach that some individuals were 
foreordained to stumble, but rather to reassure the addressees 
that their persecutors are heading for a fall, and that this is 
all within God’s plan. 

Although the language of priesthood and sacrifice (vv. 5, 9) 
is cultic, this probably derives from the use of the temple as a 
metaphor for God’s elect people (rather than referring to 
Christian worship). It may be, however, that the ‘spiritual 
sacrifice’ the author intends is that of costly obedience to 
God in the face of abuse, since he later goes on to stress the 
passion of Christ as the pattern of uncomplaining suffering 
for the believer (2:21—4; 3:17-19; 4:13-14). 

v. 10 (like 1:18) suggests that the author is addressing con- 
verts from paganism rather than Jews (this verse is an allusion 
to Hos 2:23; cf. Paul’s use of Hos r:10 at Rom 9:25-6). He 
concludes this section by again reminding them of their 
privileges. The implication is that they would be foolish to 
give up sucha glorious state and revert to their former pagan- 
ism, for that would be to give up light, mercy, and belonging 
for darkness, no mercy, and non-belonging. 


Body of Letter, Part 2: Good Conduct in the Face of 
Suffering (2:11-4:11) 

The word ‘beloved’ (2:11) marks the start of a major new 
division both here and at 4:12. The first section lays down 
general principles of conduct, which are then exemplified 
in the ‘household code’ of 2:18-3:7. This is followed by 
further general advice on how the beleaguered believers 
should respond to the sufferings inflicted on them by hostile 
neighbours. 


(2:11-17) Principles of Conduct in Human Society The author 
is anxious to preserve the distinctness of the communities he 
is addressing vis-a-vis their cultural context, but he does not do 
so ina straightforwardly counter-cultural way, any more than 
he is straightforwardly conformist. On the one hand Chris- 
tians are to abstain from fleshly desires (v. 11), which the 
author regards as characteristic of the pagan society from 
which they are now alienated (cf. 4:3). On the other their 
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conduct in that society is to be good and seen to be good, 
even by pagan standards (wv. 11-12; although the NRSV trans- 
lates ‘honourably’ in v. 11 and ‘honourable deeds’ in v. 12, the 
underlying Greek word kalos means ‘good’ or ‘beautiful’). To 
be sure, their conduct must also be good by God’s standards, 
and will then receive divine vindication at the final judge- 
ment. The evildoing of which these Christians may have 
been suspected could include the suspicion of ‘atheism’, that 
is refusing to honour the traditional gods, so risking their 
displeasure. It may also have included political disloyalty, 
not simply through refusal to take part in the emperor cult, 
but through forming an unauthorized grouping (or collegium) 
which could appear political in nature to the Roman author- 
ities. 

It may be for this reason that the author urges due submis- 
sion to the political authorities (vv. 13-14; cf Rom 13:1-5). 
Believers are not to court persecution, but rather to silence 
the ‘ignorance of idiots’ by right conduct. The ‘idiots’ may be 
those who make trouble for Christians by reporting their 
alleged misconduct to the authorities; the Christians’ good 
conduct is to give the lie to such slanders. Being urged to live 
as servants (lit. slaves) of God (v. 16) is double-edged: it entails 
obedience to God, but it also implies security and status. In so 
far as God is superior to the emperor, so God’s servants are 
superior to Caesar’s. In any case, the apparently conformist 
advice is given a firm counter-cultural ground, since it is to be 
motivated by ultimate loyalty to God’s will (vv. 13, 15) rather 
than to any human institution. 

This nuanced exhortation to counter-cultural conformity is 
summed up at v. 17 (cf. Mk 12:17). At the extremities of this 
verse, honour (the pivotal value of the culture) is to be paid to 
all outsiders, and to the emperor in particular (cf. Rom 13:7). 
Atits core, however, the Christian fellowship is to be loved and 
God is to be ‘feared’, that is, reverenced. How this works out in 
detail is exemplified in the discussion that follows. 


(2:18-3:22) The Principles in Practice At first sight, this sec- 
tion resembles the household codes found, for example, at Col 
3:18—4:1 and Eph 5:21-6:9 (on household codes in the NT see 
EPH 5:21-6:9 and Balch 1981). This section may indeed derive 
from such material, but this is not its primary purpose here. 
A household code would normally give advice on the duties of 
parents and children, slaves and masters, and husbands and 
wives. Here no advice is given to parents, children, or masters, 
and that given to husbands is perfunctory. By focusing on 
slaves and wives, the author concentrates on two specially 
vulnerable groups. He thus both directly gives advice to these 
two groups and indirectly employs them as examples of 
proper submission for all Christians. 

NRSV translates the Greek participles of 2:18 and 3:1 as 
imperatives (‘accept the authority’), but it may be that they 
should be understood as participles expanding on 2:17 
(‘Honour all men...by accepting’) (so Achtemeier 1996). 
Slaves and women thus provide paradigms for the injunctions 
of 2:17. 


Slaves should follow the example of Christ (2:18-25): The 
‘slaves’ of 2:18 are literally ‘household servants’ (oiketai). In a 
non-Christian household they might find themselves under 
pressure to conform to their master’s religion. Although 
household slaves in the Roman empire were by no means 
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universally mistreated, they were always liable to punishment 
or abuse from those they served. The advice given is outwardly 
conformist, namely to submit to the master’s authority, but 
they are not to submit to the extent of renouncing their faith 
or their place in the Christian community, and if they suffer 
for this alone (ratherthan for any actual misdemeanour), they 
will have God’s approval even if they do not enjoy that of their 
master (vv. 19-20). This limited conformity informed by a 
counter-cultural loyalty is very similar to the attitude of the 
early church to the Roman state, and thus serves as a suitable 
illustration of 2:11-17. 

The greater part of this advice to slaves is taken up with 
expounding the example of the innocent suffering of Christ 
(vv. 21-5), who, as we have already seen, is the pattern for all 
believers (v. 21). The description of Christ’s behaviour in 
wv. 22-3 is thus the ideal to which suffering slaves, and indeed 
any suffering Christians, should aspire, even if they could not 
expect to be totally without sin. The language in which 
Christ’s suffering is described here reflects the servant poem 
in Isa 53. The precise notion of atonement in v. 24 is hard to 
discern. The language might almost suggest that he took our 
sins into his body and made a sacrificial offering of them upon 
the cross, but such a thought would have no parallel in the NT, 
not least because the notions of offering sins as a sacrifice 
would be very odd. Given the other allusions to Isa 53 one 
might do better to see this verse as an adaptation of Isa 53:4—5 
to fit Christ’s death on the cross, without any clearly worked 
out theory of atonement behind it: the notion of vicarious 
punishment is not stated, although the notion that innocent 
suffering vicariously deals with others’ sins may be presup- 
posed. Apogenomenoi (v. 24, NRSV, ‘free’) could be rendered 
‘having been made to have no part in’ but could also mean 
‘dead’. Here one should probably translate ‘having died to sin’, 
contrasted with ‘live for righteousness’. What should have 
died for the addressees is the former identity that let itself be 
defined by the surrounding pagan culture (4:3). 


Wives should follow the example of Sarah (3:1-6): Much of the 
advice given to wives is outwardly conformist. That wives 
should accept their husband’s authority and not answer back 
(v. 1) would be a commonplace, and there are both pagan and 
Jewish parallels (Isa 3:18-24; Prov 11:22; 31:10-30) to prefer- 
ring inward beauty to outward adornment (vv. 3-4). The 
author gives his advice a religious slant by appealing to ex- 
amples from the biblical past, appealing especially to Sarah 
who, as Abraham’s wife, might be the natural type of the 
faithful female as Abraham was of the faithful male (Beare 
1970). The advice becomes counter-cultural in two places. 
First, the wives’ silent submission is to be part of a strategy 
for winning the unbelieving husband to the faith (vv. 1-2), 
rather than the total surrender that would entail adopting the 
husband’s faith, as the surrounding culture would expect 
(Balch 1981). Secondly, the wives are not to fear intimidation 
(NRSV ‘never let fears alarm you’, v. 6), which may again 
mean theyare to stand their ground on the issue of their faith. 


Husbands must honour their wives (3:7): The brief advice to 
husbands further undermines a conventional reading of the 
female submission urged in 3:1-6. In Mediterranean society, 
honour was primarily a pivotal value to be sought by men, but 
here men are urged to ascribe it to their wives. The reason for 
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paying them honour is directly counter-cultural and charac- 
teristically Christian, namely that they are the weaker sex 
(literally ‘vessel’). Here, ‘weaker’ means merely physically 
weaker; women are certainly not to be regarded as less valu- 
able, but rather as co-heirs. The way husbands live with their 
wives should reflect this; it should be done ‘according to 
knowledge’. This could mean ‘show[ing] consideration’ (as 
NRSV), but might equally refer to the knowledge that women 
are co-heirs and thus equally valued by God (Selwyn 1958). 
Failure to recognize this may result in a breakdown of one’s 
prayer-life, perhaps through a false conception of God. 


All must love one another and bear suffering righteously (3:8- 
17): The word ‘finally’ suggests that what follows rounds off 
the section; having advised specific groups the author now 
describes how the commands of 2:17 are to be realized by all 
believers. Here, the author seems to be thinking of how 
Christians should behave towards one another, and in so 
doing again urges attitudes that aid group cohesion. 

v. 9 again begins with a participle (‘not repaying’), indicat- 
ing that the author is still expanding on 2:17. The advice is 
similar to Rom 12:14 or Mt 5:44, and so the author is plausibly 
reminding the addressees of teaching they have already re- 
ceived when he tells them that they have been called to this 
task. The quotation from Ps 34:12—-15 (vv. 10-12) makes the 
point that the Lord favours those who do and speak good 
things, and opposes those who do the opposite. v. 9 thus 
most probably means that the believers’ calling is to bless at 
all times, not only when reviled. They will then be blessed in 
turn, whereas the punishment of their persecutors can be left 
to God. 

Nonetheless, it is the audience’s behaviour in the face of 
abuse that is the author’s prime concern, and he is anxious 
that the beleaguered communities addressed should make 
the best possible impression on outsiders, both to avoid pro- 
voking unnecessary persecution (v. 13) and to attract further 
converts (v. 15). Aggressive evangelizing is discouraged, how- 
ever (vv. 15-16). Believers should explain their hope when 
asked, but do so respectfully. Ideally, their conduct will bear 
out the genuineness of their faith (v. 16b). It is not clear 
precisely how those who revile Christians for their good con- 
duct will be ‘put to shame’. This could mean that they will be 
seen as malicious slanderers by more fair-minded non- 
believers, thereby winning sympathy for believers, but the 
phrase could also suggest an unfavourable verdict at the last 
judgement. Perhaps this ambiguity is deliberate. In any case, 
the author sees innocent suffering nobly borne as valuable in 
itself (vv. 14, 17). The idea that it is better to suffer wrong than 
to do wrong (v. 17) was not uncommon in the ancient world, 
but here it is given a distinctive theological underpinning, and 
so neatly sums up the author’s main message. At v. 17 it is 
related to God’s will (NRSV correctly brings out the Greek 
optative by translating ‘if suffering should be God’s will’; the 
author tactfully allows that it may not necessarily be); at wv. 
14-15 the language recalls that of Isa 8:12b-13. 


Since the suffering Christ has conquered evil (3:18-22): The word 
‘For’ with which v. 18 opens grammatically connects this 
section with what has immediately preceded, but since the 
theme of unmerited suffering has formed a continuous thread 
throughout the exhortations following 2:17, this concluding 
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section gives the Christological ground for all that has gone 
before. Rhetorically, these verses serve to reassure the addres- 
sees that their suffering, if borne rightly, really will lead to 
blessing, since the suffering Christ (their pattern) has over- 
come all evil powers. 

The immediate connection between the suffering believer 
in 3:17 and the suffering Christ inv. 18 reminds the addressees 
that Christ is their pattern. Whether one reads ‘you’ or ‘us’ at 
v. 18, the pointremainsthe same: Christ’s righteous suffering 
has freed the believers from their former sins and given them 
access to God. They are accordingly reminded of their bap- 
tism, by which they appropriated the benefits of Christ’s 
death. This baptism takes its effectiveness not from the 
cleansing power of the water, but from Christ’s resurrection 
(v. 21). v. 8b is unlikely to mean that Christ was put to death as 
a physical being but raised as a spiritual one. It is also unlikely 
to mean that Christ was put to death by humans (cf. the 
meaning of ‘flesh’ at 1:24) but raised by the Spirit, although 
this would be grammatically possible (so Achtemeier 1996). 
It is most likely to mean that Christ was put to death in the 
human, worldly sphere but raised to life in the spiritual 
sphere (Best 1971). This is not a denial of bodily resurrection. 
Instead it underlines the fact that Christ’s risen life is no mere 
continuation of natural, earthly existence but is rather an 
anticipation of the age to come, ‘spiritual’ because lived 
directly in the presence of God (cf. 1 Cor 15:35-57). It was in 
the spiritual sphere that Christ made a proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits (vv. 19-20). Traditionally these puzzling 
verses have been interpreted as Christ’s preaching the good 
news to the pre-Christian dead in the underworld. This is 
probably not what the author meant, however. First, there is 
nothing in the text to suggest a descent. Secondly, the Greek 
word for ‘made a proclamation’ (ekéruxen) need not imply 
preaching good news; here it probably means that Christ 
proclaimed his victory. Thirdly, the description of these 
imprisoned spirits at vv. 19-20 suggests that they are the 
angelic beings of Gen 6:1-6 whose disobedience ultimately 
led to the Flood (cf. Jub. 7:21; 1 Enoch 6-10; 18:12-19:2). It 
would, in any case, be strange if Christ’s preaching to the 
spirits of deceased humans were restricted to the disobedient 
contemporaries of Noah, even if ‘spirits’ most naturally 
referred to dead humans, which it does not. The point is 
then that at his resurrection Christ proclaimed his victory to 
the archetypally wicked spirits that had troubled humanity; 
as a consequence of his resurrection Christ now reigns with 
God and all spiritual powers have been made subject to him 
(v. 22). This is intended to reassure those who pattern them- 
selves on Christ that the powers to whichthey are temporarily 
subject, including potentially hostile political authorities and 
abusive neighbours, have already been defeated in their spir- 
itual backers. The Flood story provides a further link with their 
own experience by relating the waters through which Noah’s 
family was brought safely to the saving water of baptism 
(vv. 20-1). A further implication may be that the ark is a type 
of the believing community, and that now is nota good time to 
jump ship (the Flood being a type of the coming judgement). 


(41-01) Living a Christian Life The author now urges his 
addressees to behave in a manner that will preserve their 
distinctiveness as Christian communities, first by refraining 
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from their former pagan excesses and so maintaining their 
boundary with the world (vv. 1-6), and secondly by acting in 
ways that promote the cohesion of their believing commu- 
nities (vv. 7-11). 


In relation to outsiders (4:1-G): The author again refers to 
Christ’s suffering, butthis time as the basis not so much for 
suffering as for conduct that is distinctive from that of the 
surrounding culture. Many pagan moralists would also have 
condemned most of the pursuits listed at v. 3, but the believers 
are to be distinctive in actually avoiding them, and doing so as 
an expression of God’s will (v. 2). This will alienate (a possible 
meaning of the word translated ‘surprised’ at v. 4) their former 
companions, but this is the price that must be paid for stand- 
ing firm in the redeemed community of God’s people. By 
warning that those who persist in this stream of dissipation 
will have to face judgement (v. 5) the author not only comforts 
his audience with the thought that these outsiders will get 
their requital, but also warns them not to lapse from their 
faith and so rejoin the community of the condemned. 

The preaching of the gospel to the dead (v. 6) has been 
variously interpreted in relation to the imprisoned spirits of 
3:19, or to the pre-Christian dead (so Best 1971), or to the 
spiritually dead. Another option is to see this verse as a refer- 
ence to Christians who have died (taking ‘proclaimed even to 
the dead’ to mean ‘proclaimed to those who have since died’), 
rejected by the world (judged in the realm of the flesh) but 
alive in the spirit according to God’s standards (so Achtemeier 
1996). The function of the verse is then to reassure the addres- 
sees that those of their number who have died did not believe 
in vain. None of these interpretations is without its problems, 
however, and although the last one perhaps fits the context 
best, it is not the most obvious way of construing the text. 


In relation to other believers (4:7-11): The author proceeds to 
urge his hearers towards conduct that will strengthen their 
pressurized communities: they are to practise mutual love 
(v. 8) and uncomplaining hospitality (v. 9), and to use their 
several gifts in the service of the community (vv. 10-11). 
Hospitality would be necessary for Christians travelling, 
either for missionary work or to escape persecution elsewhere 
or even on their own business. Within a settled community it 
would also be necessary for those with larger houses to offer 
hospitality for the congregation to meet. 

This is set against a background of eschatological urgency 
(v. 7), which serves a dual function. On the one hand it 
reassures the hearers that they do not have long to wait 
for relief and vindication; on the other it warns them that 
they will not have much time left if they fall away now. They 
are accordingly urged to be serious and sober, in contrast to 
the drunken debauchery of their pagan peers. 

The doxology atv. 11 is brief; it concludes a major division of 
the letter, but not the letter itself (cf 5:11). Grammatically ‘To 
him’ would most naturally refer back to Jesus Christ, but it is 
more likely meant to refer back to God, for whom glory is 
desired inthe immediately preceding sentence (cf. 2:12; 5:11). 


Body of Letter: Conclusion (4:12-5:11) 

(4:12-19) Submit to Suffering The start of the final major 
division of the letter is marked by the opening word ‘Beloved’ 
(v. 12; cf. 2:11). Although the reference to a ‘fiery ordeal’ (v. 12) 
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might suggest that the situation has grown graver, it still 
seems to be primarily verbal abuse that the author has in mind 
(v. 14). More severe forms of suffering are not excluded, and it 
may be that there was a constant danger of sporadic local 
agitation against Christians leading to Roman magistrates 
applying the death penalty. However, it is by no means neces- 
sary that the reference to suffering ‘as a Christian’ (v. 16) has 
this kind of semi-official persecution in view. The point is not 
that Christians may have to suffer ‘for the name’ because 
Christianity has become a proscribed religion, but rather 
that if Christians do find themselves suffering, they are 
blessed if and only if it is purely their faith, and not any 
criminal or antisocial behaviour, that has provoked opposition 
against them (wv. 15-16). 

The word rendered by NRSV as ‘mischief maker’ in v. 15 is 
allotrie piskopos, which, though rare in Greek literature, occurs 
elsewhere in the sense ‘busybody’. It may seem strange to put 
busybodies in the same category as murderers and thieves, 
but the sense intended may be ‘meddlers in the affairs of 
outsiders’ (the Greek word literally means ‘overseer of 
others’). The point may then be that members of the Christian 
community are not to attract unfavourable attention by inter- 
fering in other people’s business. 

Ifthe prospect of suffering now seems more intense, this is 
partly because the author gives it a clear eschatological inter- 
pretation. The ‘fiery ordeal’ (v. 12) is to be understood, not as a 
heating up of official opposition to Christianity, but as 
the sufferings associated with the end-time; which is why the 
addressees should not be surprised. It is the first stage of the 
last judgement (v. 17), which begins with the ‘house of God’ 
(AV), i.e. the temple taken as a metaphor for God’s people (cf. 
Isa 10:11-12; Jer 25:29; Ezek 9:6; Mal 3:1—-6). If things seem 
bad for the believers, they willturn out much worse for out- 
siders (vv. 17b—-18), so despite whatthey are suffering now, the 
addressees had far better endure (and not lapse). Indeed, 
since their present sufferings are a sign of their imminent 
vindication, they should rejoice (v. 13) and entrust themselves 
to God (v. 19). 


(5:1-5) Submit to One Another Having again addressed the 
external pressures on the scattered Christian communities of 
Asia Minor, the author turns once more to their internal group 
cohesion. This time he is primarily concerned with relations 
between elders and those who are younger (vv. 2-3). Although 
this could refer to relative biological age, it is more likely to 
refer to the length of time people have spent in the faith. 
Whether the author envisages a distinct order of ‘elder’ (pres- 
buteros) or ‘presbyter’ is unclear; the word may simply be 
borrowed from contemporary Jewish practice rather than 
denoting the later order of Christian ministry. But these elders 
clearly have some duty of pastoral oversight (v. 2), which they 
are to exercise in a godly rather than worldly fashion (v. 3; cf. 
Mk 10:42-5). In particular they are to be examples (or ‘types’) 
for their flock; elsewhere Christ is held up as an example for 
the believer, particularly in respect of his innocent suffering, 
so it may be that this is the type of example the elders are to set 
(as they are also to be sharers in Christ’s glory: wv. 1b, 4). That 
the author describes himself as a witness of Christ’s suffer- 
ings (v. 1) cannot be used to prove Petrine authorship. The 
word translated ‘witness’ (martus) means one who testifies 
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rather than one who sees at first hand; compare the prophets 
who testified in advance to Christ’s sufferings (1:11). There 
may nevertheless be an allusion to the fact that the Apostle 
Peter testified to Christ’s sufferings by his martyrdom. The 
self:designation of the author as a ‘fellow-elder’ at v. 1 appears 
modest if the author is meant to be the Apostle Peter, but if 
Peter was known to have been martyred this would strengthen 
the appeal to the elders to suffer likewise. 

This appeal to the elders does not necessarily mean that the 
author believes them to be defective; the point is rather that 
they have a vital role to play in keeping the beleaguered com- 
munities together. But this also requires that their leadership 
be respected (v. 5). Nevertheless, the author wants not so 
much hierarchical subordination as mutual submission 
(v. 5), of which slaves and wives were earlier the exemplars 
(2:18-3:7). The quotation from Prov 3:34 then serves at least 
three functions: it provides a scriptural warrant for the exhort- 
ation to mutual submission; it hints that any proud oppress- 
ors troubling the community are opposed by God; and it leads 
into the next section. 


(5:6-11) Submit to God Since the addressees’ present trials are 
the start of God’s final judgement on the world (4:17), the 
proper attitude is to submit to them as God’s will; one will 
then receive ultimate vindication (v. 6; cf. Mt 23:12/Lk 14:11; 
Jas 4:10). The command to be sober (v. 8) recalls 4:7; there the 
context was eschatological urgency, also implied here by the 
command to be watchful (cf. Mk 13:34-7). The immediate 
context here, though, is that of their spiritual foe. The idea is 
that a sheep detached from the fold (cf. 2:25; 5:2) is more likely 
to fall victim to a predatory lion. The members of the commu- 
nity are thus exhorted to stand firm within the community, 
and it is by this means that they will resist the devil (v. 9; cf: Jas 
4:7). In the author’s view divine judgement is a blessing in 
disguise since it shows that the end-time deliverance is near 
and enables believers to prove the value of their faith. Failure 
to stand firm would turn this disguised blessing into a diabol- 
ical snare, since those who fall away fail the test, forfeit their 
salvation, and revert to the community of the lost; the address- 
ees are thereby warned that falling away from faith to escape 
persecution is worse than useless. In any case, the suffering is 
only to be for a little while’, after which God himself will 
relieve them, for they are destined for glory in Christ (v. 10; cf. 
1:5—6). In the meantime they are only having to undergo what 
Christians everywhere are suffering (v. 9b). This can hardly 
refer to an empire-wide official persecution of the church, 
since there is no evidence that this occurred before 250 cE 
under Emperor Decius. It must refer rather to the type of 
verbal abuse, harassment, and social pressure already referred 
to in the letter, perhaps coupled with the sporadic but ever- 
present threat of more violent local persecution fomented by 
hostile pagan neighbours. 

The brief doxology at v. 11 (cf. 4:11) concludes this final 
division of the body of the letter, which has itself summarized 
the main argument of the letter. 


Epistolary Closing (5:12-14) 


v. 12 succinctly states the purpose of the letter. Grace (charis) 
has a number of meanings for this author; here it may mean 
both eschatological salvation and that which is pleasing to 
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God. The phrase ‘through Silvanus’ would not normally mean 
that Silvanus is the amanuensis through whom ‘Peter’ has 
written; it would more naturally mean that Silvanus is the 
bearer of the letter. If so, then there is no reason for supposing 
that he is the same Silas/Silvanus mentioned by Paul and 
Acts, who was in any case an associate of Paul rather than 
Peter. Rather than being a pseudepigraphal device he may bea 
real person, commended by the author as the bearer (and 
interpreter?) of the letter, but otherwise unknown to us. 
NRSV is probably correct in interpreting the co-elect female 
of v. 13 as a church (in Greek feminine ekklésia). ‘Babylon’ is 
almost certainly a codename for Rome, the destroyer of 
Jerusalem in 70 cE as ancient Babylon (apparently an unin- 
habited ruin by the first century) had been in 587 sce. It is 
unclear whether ‘my son Mark’ is a reference to the John 
Mark mentioned in Acts. This Mark was associated with 
Paul and Barnabas rather than Peter, though it may be that 
the author knew the tradition that Mark acted as Peter’s inter- 
preter. But since Mark was a very common name in the 
Roman empire it is conceivable that ‘my son Mark’ is an 
oblique self-reference to the Petrine disciple who was the 
actual author of the letter. 

The kiss of love (v. 14) was a mark of early Christian com- 
munities, and here our author takes one last opportunity to 


78. 2 


INTRODUCTION 


The Second Letter of Peter is often an unwelcome guest at the 
table of NT scholarship: its focus on the coming judgement 
finds little favour in the modern age, and the long-running 
dispute over the letter’s origins have left commentators un- 
sure how to approach the text. Because of this, significant 
space is given here to the question of the letter’s origins, 
though in the process many features of the text are high- 
lighted. 


A. Literary Relationships. 1. 2 Peterand Jude. 2 Peter 2:1-3:3 is 
closely related to Jude 4-13: the attack on the false teachers 
is very similar in both substance and order (except that 2:12, 
13, I5 = Jude 10, 12, 11). Common authorship, however, foun- 
ders on the difference in style and outlook and on the discord- 
ant use of the same metaphors (e.g. 2:11-15, cf. Jude 9-13). 
Two explanations are feasible: one used the other, or both used 
a common source. If direct dependence is assumed, Jude is 
demonstrably prior. For example, Jude 12-13 describes the 
false teachers successively as clouds, trees, waves, and stars 
for whom the darkness has been reserved (for wandering stars 
= angels consigned to darkness cf. 1 Enoch, 10:1-6; 83:1-11, a 
text used elsewhere in Jude). 2 Pet 2:17 however, leaps from 
clouds to the darkness—bizarre but explicable as an abridge- 
ment of Jude (see also 2:11, cf. Jude 9). Furthermore, it would 
be difficult to explain the abandoning of much of 2 Peter’s 
argument to produce the brief Jude, while the reverse seems 
more reasonable. However, the paucity of close verbal agree- 
ments means that a common source (similar to Jude 4—13) is 
quite feasible. 2 Peter’s dependency on Jude would have the 
virtue of simplicity, but this is insufficient to prove the case. 
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urge his audience towards group-reinforcing behaviour. 
Again, ‘peace’ is a conventional element in a concluding 
formula, but here it possesses an added poignancy as that 
which the recipients feel they do not enjoy from their hostile 
neighbours. ‘In Christ’ is basically a way of saying ‘Christian’, 
but it also expresses where the author hopes his addressees 
will remain, rooted in Christ as their pattern and the true 
source of their peace despite the hostility of an uncompre- 
hending world. 
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Peter 


The approach taken here is that 2 Peter depended on a text 
similar to Jude 4-13. 

2. 2 Peter and 1 Peter. 2 Peter differs from 1 Peter in style, as 
recognized both by modern critics and by earlier commenta- 
tors (e.g. Jerome, &pistles, 120.11; Calvin, Commentary on 
2 Peter, Preface): while 1 Peter is elegantly simple, 2 Peter is 
grandiose and elaborate (affected by the emerging Asiatic 
style of Greek rhetoric). Similarly, the two letters differ in 
terminology: for example 2 Peter refers to Jesus’ return as 
parousia (coming: 1:16; 3.4; cf 3:12), 1 Peter as apokalupsis 
(revelation: 1:7, 13; 4:13). 2 Peter appears more Hellenistic 
with its stress on knowledge (1:2, 3, 8; 2:20) and the ‘partaking 
in the divine nature’ (1:4, contrast 1 Pet 1:9). Only three 
features connect the letters. First, both are ascribed to Peter 
and contain very similar salutations, but 2 Peter differs in 
using Simeon as the preferred name for Peter (1:1-2; 1 Pet 
1-2). Secondly, 2:5 uses the example of Noah, absent from 
the Jude parallel (5—7) but present in 1 Pet 3:20. However, the 
usage is different and the flood is a common image for judge- 
ment (e.g. Mt 24:38-9). Thirdly, 3:1 declares itself to be a 
second letter: apparently a reference to 1 Peter, although a 
lost letter is possible. Overall, there is no conscious attempt 
to imitate 1 Peter. 

3. 2 Peter and Other Texts. Although 2 Peter explicitly refers 
to Paul’s letters (3:15-16), it is not dependent on them: the 
only connections, e.g. the Lord’s return like a thief (3:10, cf. 
1 Thess 5:2, 4), are part of the wider Christian tradition (cf. Mt 
24:42-4; Rev 3:3; 16:15). 2 Peter’s description of the transfig- 
uration (1:16-18, cf. Mk 9:2-8 and par.) and prediction of 
Peter’s death (1:14, cf. Jn 13:36; 21:18-19) show no clear de- 
pendence on any written gospel. Many of the later Petrine 
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writings, such as the Apocalypse of Peter and Acts of Peter 
depend on 2 Peter. 1-2 Clement and the Shepherd of Hermas 
show some connection with 2 Peter (e.g. 1 Clem. 23.3 || 2 Clem. 


11.2, cf 3.4). 


B. Dating. Three different strategies can be used to date 
2 Peter. First, its relationships with other texts: it must post- 
date several of Paul’s letters (therefore after 60 cz), and 1 Peter 
and the Jude-like source (whose dates are disputed), but pre- 
date the Apocalypse of Peter (thus before 130 cr). The second 
strategy, locating it within a model of the development of 
Christianity, suggests closer to 60 than 130 cE: Hellenistic 
expressions (e.g. 1:4, 13-14) can be paralleled in first-century 
Jewish texts, there is no promotion of church order, ‘your 
apostles’ (3:2) suggests a time before ‘apostle’ was used only 
for the twelve founders of the church universal (cf. 1 Cor 9:2; 
2 Cor 8:23; Phil 2:25; Didache, 11.3-6), and the opponents are 
more similar to those in Corinth in the 50s than to second- 
century Gnostics. The third strategy focuses on two particular 
passages: 3:4 and 3:15-16. In 3:4 the scoffers claim that the 
promise of ‘his coming’ has failed: ‘the fathers’ (NRSV, ‘our 
ancestors’) have died yet life continues as before. This points 
to bewilderment among Christians as the founding gener- 
ation of the church died prior to the Lord’s expected return 
(alluded to, perhaps, in e.g. Mk 9:1; 13:30). By, say, 120 cE this 
would be an outdated issue. However, concern over the death 
of ‘the fathers’ would have grown from the 50s onwards (cf. 
1 Thess 4:13—-18; Jn 21:23, and the redaction of Mk 9:1 in Mt 
16:28 || Lk 9:27). Nevertheless, if ‘since the fathers died’ 
means that all the generation had died, after 80 cE seems 
most likely. 3:15-16 refer to Paul’s letters being twisted as are 
‘the other scriptures’. This bracketing of Paul’s letters with 
‘the scriptures’ implies that they were seen as divinely in- 
spired (3:15, ‘wisdom given to him’), but not necessarily 
‘canonical’. Since Paul referred to his own words as (convey- 
ing) the inspired words of God (1 Thess 2:13; 1 Cor 2:13; 
14:37—8; cf. 1 Pet 4:11) and ordered that they be read in the 
churches (Col 4:16; 1 Thess 5:27, cf. reading of the Jewish 
Scriptures), 3:15-16 would be feasible during Paul’s lifetime, 
though it is suggestive of a later period. However, the 
reference to Paul merely as a ‘dear brother’ is in marked 
contrast to the exalted epithets he received in 1 Clem. 47.1 
and later texts. Overall, these approaches point towards the 
period 60-130 cz, with some reason to favour 80-90 CE. 


C. Genre. 2 Peter has a letter format and, despite the general- 
ity of the address (1:1), the specificity of the questions dealt 
with (esp. 1:16—21 and 3:4—13, not paralleled in Jude) suggests 
that a particular audience was in mind. The letter can be 
broken down into the standard features of Greek rhetoric: 
1:3-15—exordium (announcement of the topic and request 
for a hearing); 1:16-3:13 probatio (presentation of the case); 
3:14-18— peroratio (recapitulation and final appeal). It has 
been suggested that 2 Peter is generically a ‘Testament’—a 
contemporary Jewish genre in which dying heroes give ethical 
admonitions and prophecies (e.g. Testaments of the Twelve 
Patriarchs). 2 Peter does indeed have testamental features: 
the occasion of the writing is Peter’s impending death (1:12— 
15), it includes prophecies (2:1-3; 3:3-4) and ethical instruc- 
tion (esp. 1:3—-11). Nevertheless it cannot be seen as a Testa- 
ment: crucially Jewish Testaments alert their readers 
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immediately to the fact that they are Testaments (e.g. Test. 
Levi, 1:1-2; cf. Rev 1:1); in contrast 1:12—15 is too late, by then 
readers would have concluded that it was a letter-essay. 
Furthermore, in comparison with Testaments, 2 Peter con- 
tains far more explicit argument, far less prediction (only 2:1— 
3; 3:3-4), is Hellenistic in outlook, and claims to have actually 
been written by the hero. Overall, therefore, 2 Peter is a letter- 
essay with testamental features, but not a Testament. 


D. Authorship. 1. Analysis of Authorship. Three different ex- 
planations of 2 Peter’s authorship must be distinguished—(1) 
Peter wrote the letter; (2) during Peter’s lifetime someone else 
wrote it under Peter’s authority; (3) someone else wrote it after 
Peter’s death (the majority position)—though (1) gradually 
merges into (2) as the scribe Peter used is given more auton- 
omy. The arguments about authorship divide into four. First, 
language and style: 2 Peter’s Hellenistic Jewish thought ex- 
pressed in Greek Asiatic rhetoric cannot be attributed to the 
author of 1 Peter, nor to Jesus’ Palestinian disciple. Thus 
explanation (1) must be discounted. Secondly, dating: Peter 
died in 64-8 ce making his involvement in 2 Peter (1 and 2) 
feasible (dates from 60 cz were possible), but unlikely (80-90 
cE was preferred). Thirdly, genre: because Jewish Testaments 
were pseudonymous, some suggest that 2 Peter’s testamental 
nature implies that it is pseudonymous. However, arguing 
from genre to pseudonymity can be flawed: Revelation is 
explicitly an apocalypse but unlike other apocalypses it is not 
pseudonymous. Furthermore, it was observed above that 2 
Peter is not a Testament: its testamental features may have 
been drawn from works not seen as pseudonymous (e.g. the 
farewell speeches in Deut 33 and Mk 13), and hence would not 
have been connected with pseudonymity. Fourthly, content: is 
the text implausible in Peter’s mouth? Aside from the features 
examined in relation to dating, the suggestions are weak: 
Peter would not need to bolster his authority by the story of 
the transfiguration (1:16-18)—but this account is part of his 
defence of the parousia; Peter would not have used the Jude- 
like source—but were apostles always original? Thus, explan- 
ations (2) and (3) are feasible, though dating favours (3). 
However (3) would mean that the text was pseudonymous— 
falsely claiming Peter as its author (1:1, 16, 18; 3:1). Early 
Christian pseudonymity is not well understood, but there is 
a natural distinction between pseudonymity which was (in- 
tended to be) deceptive, and that which was not (transparent 
fictions). The lack of imitation of 1 Peter would be surprising if 
2 Peter was aiming deceptively to assert Petrine authorship. 
Deceptive pseudonymity also presents hermeneutical diff- 
culties: should one suspend disbelief—read it as if it were 
by Peter—or ignore the story and structure of the text and 
excavate from it the thoughts of a later generation? It is also 
unclear how it would function as part of the Christian canon. 
Non-deceptive pseudonymity relies heavily on genre—read- 
ers need to understand what is going on in order not to be 
deceived. The Jewish Testament is the only real suggestion for 
a non-deceptive genre for 2 Peter, but it does not fit well 
(above), nor is it certain that Testaments were seen as non- 
deceptive. 

2. Approaches to 2 Peter. Thus, it is not clear how to 
approach 2 Peter. It could be by Peter, though the dating 
makes this difficult. If it is not, it would be convenient if it 
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were non-deceptive pseudonymity—to be read as ‘what Peter 
would have said’—but since evidence for this is lacking, this is 
perhaps wishful thinking. If deceptive, different readers will 
wish to read it in very different ways. Recent methods of 
biblical interpretation sidestep this issue—a literary approach 
simply takes the text on its own terms (a letter by Peter)—a 
canonical approach is similar because that is its status within 
the canon. The approach taken here is to read 2 Peter as a 
letter written by Peter. Furthermore, because of its depend- 
ency on a Jude-like source, Jude will be used to illuminate the 
obscure parts of ch. 2. 


E. Structure. 
Salutation and Exordium (1:1-15) 
Probatio Part 1 (1:16—21) 
Probatio Part 2 (2:1-22) 
Probatio Part 3 (3:1-13) 
Peroratio (3:14-18) 


COMMENTARY 


Salutation and Exordium (1:1-15) 


2 Peter begins in a manner typical of contemporary letters: 
X to Y plus salutation (1:1-2). The use of Simeon (transliter- 
ation of the Heb. name, elsewhere used of Peter only in Acts 
15.14) rather than Simon (the standard Gk. equivalent) adds a 
ring of authenticity to the letter, though this could be a delib- 
erate ploy. This divergence from 1 Peter shows thatthere is no 
attempt at imitation, despite the similar use of ‘abundance’ in 
the salutation (paralleled in many Jewish letters, though only 
at Jude 1 in the NT). The addressees are not specified but 
are assured that their standing is equal to that of Peter’s. 
The description of Jesus as ‘God’ is noteworthy (attempts to 
construe the phrase differently are forced), although it has 
parallels (some of which are also disputed) elsewhere in the 
NT (Jn ry 20:28; Heb 1:8; Titus 2:13; 1 Jn 5:20; Rom 9:5). 

vv. 3-15 form the exordium—the theme of the letter is 
introduced and the reason for listening to it is highlighted. 
God has given the addressees the knowledge of God necessary 
for them to escape from theimmoral world surrounding them 
and enter the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ. However, the 
time for such an escape has not yet come. In the meantime, 
two paths are open to those with this knowledge: iftheylive a 
righteous life the divine calling will be confirmed; ifthey do 
not, they will become forgetful and the knowledge ineffectual, 
and when the time comes they will not enter the kingdom. 
The readers should listen carefully because pursuing the 
correct path is vital, so vital in fact that Peter has put his 
exhortation in writing so that it will continue to be heard 
even after his impending death. Crucial to this exhortation is 
the maintenance of the distinction between the past (v. 3— 
the ‘divine power has given... everything needed’; v. 4—‘has 
given’ the promises), the present (vv. 5-7—‘you must make every 
effort’; v. 8—‘keep you from being ineffective’; v. g—‘ts near- 
sighted and blind, and... forgetful’; v. 1o—‘be. . . eager to con- 
firm your call’), and the future (v. 4—‘you may escape from the 
corruption ... become participants in the divine nature’; v. 1o— 
‘you will never stumble’; v. 11—entry into the... kingdom will 
be... provided’: emphases added). Others were doubting that 
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this future component would ever happen (3:3-13), but its 
importance is reaffirmed here in Peter’s articulation of the 
Christian message. Ch. 2 will describe and oppose those who 
despite possessing the knowledge are following the path to 
destruction (hinted at in v. 9). Overall, the exordium provides a 
positive message, while the body of the letter expands on this 
by dealing with those who are, in Peter’s view, stumbling. 

2 Peter distinguishes between two different word groups 
when dealing with ‘knowledge’ (the distinction is not as clear 
elsewhere in the NT): one coming from the root gnos—general 
understanding (1:5, 6, 16, 20; 3:3, 18); and the other from 
epignos—knowledge of God gained in conversion (1:2, 3, 8; 
2:20). The idea that knowledge is central to religion has 
extensive Jewish roots (e.g. Prov 2:5; Jer 31:34; Hos 4:1): it 
does not represent a later development in Christianity. ‘Par- 
ticipants in the divine nature’ (v. 4) is striking, but this Hellen- 
istic terminology had already been absorbed into the Jewish 
tradition (cf. Wis 2:23; 4 Macc 18:4; Philo, Quaes. Ex. 2.29) 
signifying not ‘becoming part of God’ but ‘the achievement of 
immortality and incorruptibility’ (precisely the context here): 
its pairing with escape from the corruption ofthe world shows 
that it is a future reference. 


Probatio Part 1 (1:16-21) 


The probatio (presentation of the case) has three sections: 
1:16—21 forms the first. Peter gives two proofs that the mes- 
sage that Jesus will return (v. 16—his ‘power and coming’) is 
trustworthy. In doing so Peter cuts to the heart of the dispute 
because, as we have seen, this future event was central to 
Peter's understanding of the divine economy, but others den- 
ied that Jesus would return (v. 16—‘cleverly devised myths’; 
3:4), and that judgement would come (2:4—10; 3:5-13). Indeed 
Peter takes Jesus’ coming as synonymous with the eschatolo- 
gical judgement. The first proof is that Peter was an eyewit- 
ness to the transfiguration (vv. 16-18). This is relevant, in 
general because it demonstrates that the Christian message 
is about real events not myths, and in particular because the 
transfiguration revealed that God does break into the flow of 
the world (cf. 3:4-7) and that Jesus was God’s majestic Son/ 
Agent. Furthermore, the divine proclamation of his Son ona 
mountain points to Ps 2:6-7—-which goes on to speak of that 
Son/Agent’s role in judgement (cf. Rev 2:26—8; Ps. Sol. 17.22— 
4). The connection of the transfiguration to Jesus’ coming in 
judgement is also made in the Synoptic Gospels (esp. Mk 
8:38-9:8—although analysis, e.g. by Bauckham (1983), sug- 
gests that 2 Peter is independent of the Synoptics). 

The second proofis the ‘prophetic message’ (i.e. OT) which 
also speaks of an eschatological denouement (1:19 can be 
translated as either ‘the prophetic message more confirmed’ 
(ie. the prophecies are confirmed by the transfiguration) or 
‘the very reliable prophetic message’ (i.e. they are independ- 
ent confirmation)). Furthermore, these prophecies were 
truly from God and not man’s invention (vv. 20-1). The light 
(ie. revelation) provided by the prophetic message is vital but 
only partial—‘a lamp... in a dark place’. Eventually, however, 
‘the day dawns and the morning star rises’ (cf. Test. Levi, 18.3- 
4; Num 24:17; Rev 22:16)—the eschatological age will arrive, 
and bring complete light (‘in your hearts’, because knowledge 
of God is in view; cf. 1 Cor 13:12). ‘(NJo prophecy of scripture is 
a matter of one’s own interpretation’ (v. 20) appears to focus 
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on the interpretation of prophecy not its origin (cf. 3:16). 
However, v. 21 clearly deals with the origin of prophecy, and 
if Peter’s opponents rejected prophecy’s divine origin they 
would not be engaged in its interpretation. Coherence is 
best achieved by taking v. 20 as referring to the way that the 
prophetic writings themselves are interpretations of the reve- 
lations the prophets received. Hence both verses are about 
the origin of the prophetic writings, both in general (v. 21) 
and in particular the interpretation given by the prophets of 
the revelations they received (v. 20). The reference to 
prophetic interpretation of revelations fits the context of 
Peter’s interpretation of the transfiguration event. 


Probatio Part 2 (2:1-22) 


Thus, in the first part of the probatio Peter defends the teach- 
ing that Jesus will come in judgement, and as part of this 
defends prophecy. In the second part (ch. 2) he turns to attack 
those he calls ‘false teachers’ (likening them to the ‘false 
prophets’ of old) asserting that they will be condemned 
when the judgement comes. Although wy. 1-3 assert that 
their teaching is false (‘false teaching’, ‘destructive opin- 
ions’, ‘deceptive words’) here, and particularly throughout 
the rest of the chapter, it is their actions that are attacked. 
Indeed other than that they ‘deny the Master’ (v. 1, cf: Jude 4) 
and ‘promise... freedom’ (v. 19) we remain ignorant of 
their teachings (except for Peter’s assertion that it was ‘bom- 
bastic nonsense’, v. 18). What is clear from wv. 20-2, however, 
is that Peter judges that they once knew ‘the way of right- 
eousness’ but that they have become ‘again entangled’ and 
have ‘turnfed] back from the holy commandment’ (and in- 
deed, v. 18, are ensnaring others who have ‘just escaped’ from 
error). 

Two themes dominate the attack. They are immoral: wv. 2, 
18, ‘licentious’; wv. 3, 14, ‘greed’; vv. 3, 14, 15, 18, ‘deceptive 
words’ ‘entice’; v. 10, ‘depraved lust’ (cf. Jude 7-8); v. 13, ‘revel’ 
(at Christian community meals? cf. Jude 12, 1 Cor 11:17-34); 
wy. 13,15, ‘doing wrong’; v. 14, ‘adultery’. Furthermore, despite 
their ‘ignorance’ (vv. 12, 16, 22, like animals, even a donkey 
knows better, cf. the theme of Peter’s addressees’ knowledge) 
they are arrogant: v. 10, ‘despis[ing] authority’ (of God); vv. to— 
11, ‘slander[ing] the glorious ones’ (spiritual powers, cf. Jude 8, 
10, IQH 10:8—here clearly opposed to the angels); v. 133— 
‘revel[ling] in the daytime’. The language used is colourful, 
often drawing upon the Jude-like source (particularly in wv. 4— 
18) although re-editing it. For example, Jude 8-10 argues that 
since Archangel Michael did not slander the devil (alluding to 
a contemporary Jewish tradition) the opponents certainly 
should not. wy. 10-12 carry the same argument but have had 
the particular reference to Michael and the devil removed, 
obscuring the logic in the process. While the accusations of 
immorality could simply be part of an overheated polemic, the 
notion of slandering spiritual powers is unusual enough to 
suggest that particular practices are in view. wv. 19-20 give the 
clue—they have been mastered, ‘entangled’, and ‘over- 
powered’ by ‘corruption’ and are now its ‘slaves’—their turning 
back from righteousness to error (vv. 20-2) appears not to 
have been intentional (cf. 1:8-9—‘ineffective and unfruitful’, 
‘forgetful of the cleansing of past sins’). Putting together the 
threads, it appears that underestimating the power of evil 
(‘slander[ing] the glorious ones’), they arrogantly claimed a 
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freedom (v. 19) from moral restraints (presumably on the 
basis of Christ’s work, cf. 1 Corinthians) and hence indulged 
in immoral practices. In fact, however, evil is stronger than 
they supposed, and they have now become enslaved to it— 
indeed, they are now in a worse state than before (v. 20, cf. 
Mt 12:43-5 || Lk 11:24—6). In their arrogance they have obeyed 
evil in their lifestyles and so are now slaves of evil (cf. Rom 
6:16). 

The certainty of judgement (linked to the Jesus’ coming) is 
the dominant theme throughout 2 Peter. The attack in ch. 2 
suggests that the immorality of Peter’s opponents was based 
on their belief that judgement would not come, hence Peter’s 
insistent response that it surely will. In fact their views may 
have been more nuanced, for examplethatthe physical world 
(and hence sexual immorality etc.) did not matter. Whatever 
the reason that the false teachers believed that their actions 
would not be judged Peter’s response is simple—they are 
‘bringing swift destruction on themselves’ (v. 1). The word 
‘swift’ here points out the problem with which Peter must 
deal—no such judgement has actually happened. v. 3 expands 
this—is their ‘condemnation...idle, and their destruc- 
tion... asleep’? Hence wy. 4—6: a carefully crafted set of three 
examples that demonstrate that God did, and therefore will, 
bring judgement. The casting down of the angels (alluded to 
again in v. 17) and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
can be found in Jude 6-7, while the example of Noah is Peter’s 
own addition (though a common image of judgement, e.g. 


Mt 24:38-9). 
Probatio Part 3 (3:1-13) 


2 Peter 3:1-2 forms an introduction to the third part of the 
probatio, reminding the addressees who is writing to them in 
order to re-emphasize the letter’s authority before the central 
issue of 2 Peter is explicitly addressed in wv. 3-13: the apparent 
failure of the promise of Jesus’ coming. Many commentators 
see the use of the future in v. 3 (‘scoffers will come’) but the 
present in wv. 5-13 as a sign of the letter’s pseudonymous 
origins—the false teachers were in the future for Peter, but 
in the present for the real author. The switching is then either 
sloppiness, or the real author’s attempt to communicate to his 
readers that the letter was not actually by Peter. However, it is 
plausible that Peter himself would have switched between the 
future and the present. For in v. 2 the OT and Jesus are in 
view—it is reasonable for Peter to refer to their predictions as 
‘scoffers will come’ (cf. Jude 18), but to use the present tense 
when discussing the fulfilment of those predictions in his day. 
Ch. 2 is similar. If ppeudonymous, the future in 2:1-3 is from 
Peter’s point of view and the present in 2.10—22 from the real 
author’s. If by Peter, he used the future to call to mind the 
prophecies that this would happen, and the present when 
discussing their fulfilment. 

v. 4 states clearly the claim whose refutation underlies the 
whole letter: Jesus’ coming will not happen. ‘Ever since the 
fathers fell asleep’ (RSV; sleep = death, cf. 1 Thess 4:13) shows 
that the problem was linked to the idea that Jesus would 
return before the death of the first generation of the church 
(cf. Mk 9:1; 13:30)—they have now died but Jesus has not 
come. The importance of this is clear: if the fathers have 
died and Jesus has not come, then he will never come, and 
therefore nor will judgement (this immediate connection to 
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judgement fits the context of ch. 2, and the focus on judge- 
ment, not Jesus’ coming, in wv. 5-10). Peter defends the idea 
that judgement will come intwo ways. First (vv. 5-7), he points 
out that the assertion that everything has remained the same 
since Creation (v. 4) is simply false—God brought destruction 
on the world in the Flood (cf. 2:5 where the Flood is Peter’s 
addition to the Jude-like source) and he will do it again. 
Second (vv. 8-9), he gives two explanations of the apparent 
delay. ‘With the Lord one day is like a thousand years’ (v. 8 cf. 
Ps 90:4) shows that God’s perspective on time is very different 
from ours (cf. Jubilees 4:30; Sir 18:9—11; 2 Apoc. Bar. 48.12—-13; 
Ps.-Philo, Bib. Ant. 19.13); and the ‘delay’ is the result of God’s 
mercy in giving time for repentance—a common answer (cf. 
Rom 2:4; 2 Esd 7:33; Plut. Mor. 549b; perhaps Mk 13:10) toan 
old problem (cf. Hab 2:3). 

The future destruction will be by fire (w. 7, 10, 12) in 
contrast to the Flood (cf. 1 Enoch, 83:3-5, for the Flood having 
destroyed the whole world). Judgement through fire was an 
old Jewish idea (e.g. Mal 4:1) which had developed into a 
widespread expectation of a universal conflagration (cf. 
Zeph 1:18; 1 QH 3:19—36; Jos. Ant. 1.70). Here, despite the 
reference to universal destruction, judgement is still clearly 
the focus (v. 7, ‘day of judgement... destruction of the god- 
less’; v. 10, ‘everything ... will be disclosed’; v. 11, ‘lives of 
holiness and godliness’). Stoicism spoke of a world conflagra- 
tion in which everything returned to its constituent elements 
(e.g. Cic. Nat. D. 2.118), seemingly a close parallel to wv. 10, 12. 
However, the influence of Stoicism should not be exagger- 
ated: here history is pictured as linear, while Stoicism had an 
endless cycle of destruction and renewal; and the references to 
‘the elements’ should probably be seen as to heavenly bodies / 
powers (cf. Isa 34:4 LXX; Gal 4:3; Col 2:8, 20; Apoc. Pet. 5; 
Justin, 2 Apol. 5.2; 2 Clem. 16.3) rather than constituent elem- 
ents. The reference to the word of God in v. 7 bolsters the 
assertion that the judgement will come: Creation and the 
Flood both came by God’s word (vv. 5, 6); thus undoubtedly 
the future judgement decreed by his word (i.e. the prophetic 


79. 1 John, 2 John, 3 John 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Authorship and Setting. 1. Although ‘the Johannine 
Epistles’ are traditionally linked together, only 2 and 3 
John name and claim a common authorship, by ‘the Elder’; 
2 John shares much of its language and ideas with the 
anonymous 1 John, but whether this indicates shared 
authorship or imitation is disputed. Attempts to deny the 
common authorship of the minor epistles and to see one or 
other, usually 2 John, as pseudonymous (e.g. Bultmann 1973) 
have won little assent. From an early date 1 John was 
associated with the fourth gospel and both were assigned 
to John the Apostle (see jn), although there was initially 
more uncertainty over the two minor epistles (Lieu 1986: 
to-18). In recent scholarship the common authorship of 
the gospel and first epistle has become far less certain, 
particularly after Dodd (1937), as too has that of the three 
epistles. While the gospel and the three epistles clearly 
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scriptures, cf. 1:19—-21) will also come. ‘The day... will come 
like a thief’ (v. 10) is a common NT motif (cf. Mt 24:43; Lk 
12:39; 1 Thess 5:2; Rev 3:3; 16:15) pointing to Jesus’ return 
being unexpected. 


Peroratio (3:14-18) 


The final five verses form the peroratio: its beginning marked 
by ‘Therefore, beloved’ (v. 14; repeated in v. 17 after the ‘digres- 
sior’ about Paul), although perhaps 3:11—13 should be included 
since wv. 11 and 13 are exhortatory. The tone is similar to that of 
the exordium (1:3-15)—positive encouragement with the hint 
of warning (v.17, cf. 1:8-9) as compared with the three stages 
of the probatio which focused on rebutting the idea that the 
judgement would not come. The reference to Paul is import- 
ant for scholars wishing to date the book (see above) and to 
understand the development of authority in the early church. 
However, its importance for 2 Peter can be exaggerated: if 
Peter knew his opponents’ beliefs were based on Pauline 
material he would have developed this argument about Paul 
far earlier and in more detail. This reference is more of a final 
flourish—‘in addition Paul agrees with all of this, if his words 
are not twisted’. Exactly which Pauline material is being ref: 
erred to is not clear, if indeed particular writings are in mind: 
patience out of mercy suggests Rom 2:4 and 9:22; the oppon- 
ents’ immorality an antinomian reading of Pauline teaching 
(cf. Rom 3:8; Jas 2:14-26); and the disbelief in the coming 
judgement an over-realized version of Pauline eschatology 
similar to that opposed in 1 Corinthians. The letter’s close 
(v. 18) echoes its opening (1:1-2)—grace, knowledge, and 
Jesus as Saviour; the final words (‘day of eternity’) give one 
last reminder of the theme of the letter: the judgement day will 
come. 
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stem from the same school, the question of authorship 
remains an open one. 

2. The majority position which sees the gospel as prior to 
the three epistles, which follow in their canonical order, has 
also come under attack; some even reverse the sequence with 
2 and 3 John first (Strecker 1989). This debate is inseparable 
from the—often speculative—reconstruction of the events 
behind the documents (see Brown 1979). In the absence of 
external evidence to solve these issues the starting point for 
interpretation must be the language and thought of the letters 
themselves. 

3. Supposed settings for 1 John have focused on references 
to schism (2:18-19) and to those holding false beliefs (4:2—3). 
Earlier, more confident, identifications of ‘the heretics’ with 
known groups within the early church are not supported by 
the text itself; undoubtedly there is conflict over the under- 
standing of Jesus although the precise nuance is obscure (see 


further 1 Jn 4:1-6). 
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B.Genre. While 2 and 3 John follow the standard length and 
some of the conventions of contemporary letters, 1 John is 
more idiosyncratic. It is self consciously a written document 
(2:1, 7, 12-14, 26; 4:13), but has often been likened to a homily. 
Although there is an overall argument there is no clear struc- 
ture, and themes and ideas often reappear in new combina- 
tions and contexts. Authoritative address to an audience still 
called ‘children’, is mixed with a more co-operative recogni- 
tion of them as ‘brothers and sisters’ who ‘have knowledge’; 
there is also a combination of exhortation and statements of 
assurance. A ‘paraenetic letter’ is probably the most accurate 
description of 1 John. 


COMMENTARY 
1 John 


(1:1-4) The Prologue The ‘we’ (v. 1) who have heard, seen, and 
touched are never further identified, and elsewhere the author 
writes as an individual (2:1, 12-14; 5:13). Seeing, hearing, and 
witnessing is the foundation of his argument, but the epistle 
and the debate about authorship do not suggest that he was an 
eyewitness of the ministry of Jesus or even associated with 
others who were; all believers can make a similar claim (4:14- 
16), and the ‘we’ which here contrasts with ‘you’, the readers, 
elsewhere includes them. 

The object of this perception was not the word incarnate as 
in John (Jn 1:14), but the neuter ‘what was from the begin- 
ning’; in 2:7, 24; 3:11 from the beginning’ appeals to the 
earliest preaching these readers heard, and this, rather than 
an absolute beginning (contrast Jn 1:1), may be the force here. 
Although it is ‘concerning the word of life’, word is defined 
objectively by what can be proclaimed, while ‘life’ brings 
together the past—it ‘was revealed’—and the present experi- 
ence of true believers which is the final purpose of the letter 
(5:11-13). In contrast to the gospel’s prologue, the focus is on 
the shared experience of believers, in which the certainty of 
what ‘was revealed’ in the past, and the sense of acommunion 
which encompasses the divine as well as the human are 
integral parts (v. 3). 

Acommon tradition of language and ideas best explains the 
‘similar but different’ relationship with Jn 1:1-18; there are 
also OT roots, particularly in Deutero-Isaiah (e.g. Isa 43:8—-10). 


(1:5-2:11) Walking in the Light Although disputes about right 
belief concerning Jesus apparently prompted the letter (2:18 
22; 4:1-3), the starting-point is the understanding ofGod (r:5). 
The argument quickly moves to an internal debate over true 
and false religious claims and behaviour. 

The identification of God with light has Hellenistic paral- 
lels, but these do not exclude a Jewish background (Ps 27:1). 
The complete incompatibility of light and darkness reflects a 
dualist perspective which developed within Judaism in the 
intertestamental period and was not unique to the original 
(‘from the beginning’) Christian message. In 2:8, 11 ‘darkness’ 
is virtually an independent but negative, opposing force; 
although 2:11 echoes Isa 6:10, blindness is induced not by 
God or through preaching but by darkness (contrast Jn 12:40). 
In 1John the interest is notthe doctrine of God, but the moral 
consequence that authentic fellowship with God demands a 
life equally belonging to ‘light’. 
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, 


The debating style, ‘if we say...’, ‘whoever says...’, and 
‘whoever...’, is not aimed against actual groups who took 
the positions which are criticized; the negatives (1:6, 8, 10; 
2:4, 9, 11) are foilsto reinforce the positive affirmations (1:7, 9; 
2:5, 6, 10), which establish an essential pattern of belief and 
life. This is combined with, and illustrates, the ‘testing’ style: 
‘by this we know...’ followed by the ‘proof’. A similar struc- 
ture reappears in 3:4—10 and 4:8, 20. 

In 1:6-7 walking or remaining in the light/darkness is 
a metaphor for right behaviour; in 2:9-11 it indicates a 
sphere of living in relation to God and, as a claim implying 
participation in salvation, requires verification. The termino- 
logy is ‘Johannine’, but unlike Jn 12:35; 8:12 there is no Chris- 
tological emphasis. In 2:6 ‘walk’ is a biblical term for ‘live/ 
behave’ (Gen 17:1; Ps 1, etc.); the choice between two ways also 
has Jewish and Jewish—Christian parallels (Mt 7:13-14; 
Did. 1. 1-2; 4.14-5.1). In this paragraph, ‘knowing’ God, 
‘being in him’, and ‘abiding in him’ are distinctive Johannine 
expressions of religious experience (cf. Jn 17:3, 21-6; 6:56; 
15:5-6); there are partial OT (Jer 31:33-4) parallels, and 
closer ones in intertestamental literature (IQH 11:9). Later 
parallels in gnostic literature are part of the same religious 
trend and do not make 1 John ‘gnostic’. ‘To know’ in Johan- 
nine, as in Jewish, thought points more to a relationship 
than to intellectual apprehension. Although these terms are 
apparently individualistic, 1 John always sets them in a 
corporate context (cf. 2:9-11), and, as here, binds them to 
obedience. 

The dualist pattern of light v. darkness, which reappears in 
3:4-10, raises the problem of sin (v. 6); does the incompat- 
ibility of light with sin mean that those who sin have no 
possibility of a share in the light, or that those who belong to 
the light can claim not to sin? Here the solution is the assur- 
ance of forgiveness for those who confess their sins. Different 
images are used to explain forgiveness: that of the blood of 
Jesus in 1:7 implies a general sacrificial metaphor; in 2:1 Jesus, 
present with God, is an ‘advocate’ or intercessor, the word 
used in Jn 15:26 etc. of the Spirit (paraklétos); in 2:2 he is, 
again present, a hilasmos (cf. 4:10), probably not an ‘atoning 
sacrifice’ as in the NRSV, but less technically ‘a means of 
forgiveness’ or reconciliation. ‘Of the whole world’ is an ex- 
ception to the attitude to the world elsewhere, see 1 JN 2:15-17. 
In 1:9 God forgives because ‘he is faithful and just’, an echo of 
Ex 34:6; Neh 9:17, etc. 

‘His commandments’ (2:3), identical with ‘his word’ (v. 5) 
and with ‘the old/new commandment’ (wv. 7-8), or with ‘the 
message’ (3:11), is the command to love one another (3:11; 
4:21). ‘New’ echoes Jesus’ institution of this command in Jn 
13:34-5 but here is defined eschatologically by the inbreaking 
of the ‘new age’; ‘old’ refers notto the roots of the command in 
the OT (Lev 19:18) but to ‘the beginning’ (cf. 1:1; 2:24), prob- 
ably not in Jesus’ ministry but in their reception of the mes- 
sage (cf. 2 Jn 5). ‘One another’ or ‘a brother’ includes only 
fellow members of the community (NRSV adds an inclusive 
‘or sister’, and in 2:11 interprets ‘brother’ by ‘believer’). At 2:4 
the dualism of light v. darkness (1 Jn 1:5-7) is repeated in truth 
v. lying (as at 1:6, to—not ‘truthfulness’ but an absolute) and 
love v. hating (2:9-11); this is not just an ethical dualism of 
opposing moral possibilities but is rooted in the nature of God 
(see 3:10-15; 4:7—8): in 2:5 ‘love of God’ may be ‘for God’ 
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(objective) or ‘from God’ (subjective). The dualism is also 
eschatological: darkness belongs to that which is coming to 
an end, light to the future, which in 1 John’s realized eschato- 
logy is already dawning. The dualism is developed in 3:4—-15; 
4:2-6 where it is used to define those who belong to the 
community against those who do not. 

Jesus is important in this section as a means of forgiveness 
(I JN 2:2) and as a model of ‘walking’ (2:6); 1 John’s use of ‘he, 
him’ is ambiguous: Jesus or God may be the object of know- 
ledge (2:3-4), locus of abiding (2:5-6), and source of the 


commandment or word (2:3, 5). 


(2:12-17) Separation from the World This section forms an 
interlude of affirmation and reinforcement of the readers’ 
separation from ‘the world’. The variation between ‘I am 
writing’ and ‘I write’ (= I have written) is stylistic. It is not 
clear whether ‘children’, ‘fathers’, ‘young people’ refers to 
three different groups, two groups who together can be ad- 
dressed as ‘little children’ (cf. 2:28; 5:21), or the whole com- 
munity viewed in a conventional threefold division from 
different perspectives. The latter is most probable as in 1 
John the descriptions (‘because .. .’) are true of all believers. 
There is no hierarchical structure of the church here. ‘Sins are 
forgiven’, cf. 1:7-9. ‘Know him whois from the beginning’, cf. 
2:3; 4:7; 5:20, either God (= the Father, 2:14) or Jesus: the 
beginning may be ‘of time’ or as defined by the preaching, cf. 
ur. ‘Have conquered/overcome [the same word in Greek] the 
evil one’, cf. 5:4—5: this is a realized eschatology which affirms 
for the present what properly belongs to God’s final triumph 
over evil. ‘Word of God abides’, cf. 2:24, 27. 

‘The world’ (wv. 15-17) represents all that is opposed to God 
and to those who belong to God, cf. 3:1, 13; 4:4-5; 5:4—-5, I9. 
This is nota gnostic or ascetic anti-materialism but part of the 
dualistic structure of Johannine thought: the dualism is not 
absolute since the world is also eschatologically delimited (cf. 
2:8); there are hints of a more optimistic view of the world in 
2:2; 4:14, although these may be largely conventional formu- 
lae. The gospel shares the same predominantly negative view 
with more marked exceptions (7:7; 15:18-19; 17:9, 14-18, 25; 
3:16; 4:42; 8:12). The Johannine community’s experience of 
hostility both from the Jewish community (see Gospel of 
John) and more generally, together with an initial dualist 
mindset, has generated this attitude. 

The conventionally tripartite ‘desire... desire... pride’ 
(v. 16) cannot be precisely defined. An echo of the Gen 3 story 
is possible, but ‘desire’ can have more general negative con- 
notations (Num 11:4; Ps 106:14; Gal 5:16; Eph 2:3); ‘flesh’, 
‘eyes’, and ‘riches’ (lit. ‘life’, translated ‘goods’ in 3:17) are not 
inherently negative in 1 John (1:1; 4:2). 1 John may be using a 
traditional formula to reinforce the desired separation be- 
tween the readers and ‘the world’. 


(2:18-27) Reassurance despite Schism This section intro- 
duces what has often been seen as the primary purpose of 
the letter, the recent experience of schism within the commu- 
nity. However, the emphasis is not on those ‘who went out’ 
but on maintaining the confidence of the readers, particularly 
necessary if those who left were in the majority or more 
obviously successful (4:5). In contrast to the preceding sec- 
tions the main emphasis is on right belief, and is picked up 


in 4:1-6. 
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The schism is interpreted through a conventional eschato- 
logical scheme familiar to the readers. ‘Antichrist’, ‘opponent 
of’ or ‘an alternative’ Christ (v. 18), is a Johannine coinage (cf. 
2 Jn 7) but the idea of a figure personifying the final opposi- 
tion to God has Jewish roots and is found in other Christian 
writings (2 Thess 2:3-4). By applying this eschatological 
scheme to the schism 1 John excludes the possibility of debate 
with those who left, justifies the trauma it may have caused, 
and makes the decision to remain within the community 
inescapable and certain of imminent vindication (cf. 2:17). 
In keeping with the whole letter and its dualism, the passage 
articulates a strong sense of the ‘election’ (a word not used) of 
the community: because, contrary to appearance, the schis- 
matics had never ‘belonged to us’, this confidence need not be 
undermined. Different images express this ‘election’: (1) They 
‘know’ (cf. also 1 Jw 2:3): in 2:21 the object is ‘truth’, not just 
about the present disagreement but absolutely (cf. 2:4). In 
2:20 there are textual variants: either ‘you all know’ (x B; 
NRSV) or ‘you know all things’ (A; C; RV); the absence of an 
object would be unusual but is well-attested and would have 
invited alteration. Like the gospel, 1 John only uses the verb, 
and not the noun ‘knowledge’, gndsis (contrast NRSV). (2) 
‘The anointing’, a noun in w. 20 (contrast NRSV) and 27, 
probably refers to what has been used or received rather than 
to the process, and is metaphorical rather than a literal rite 
(baptism or unction). The reference need not be to baptism, 
not mentioned in 1 John, nor to the Spirit: in v. 20 ‘the Holy 
One’ may be God or Jesus (cf. Jn 6:69); it is the source of 
teaching (v. 27) and parallel to ‘what you heard’ (v. 24). The 
emphasis is more on received tradition or teaching than on 
spiritual gifts or on a mystical or ritual ‘illumination’, and the 
resemblance to ‘gnostic’ ideas is only superficial. The term 
may be a Johannine coinage (chrisma cf. antichristos) in the 
context of a debate about ‘the Christ’ (v. 22). (3) ‘What you have 
heard from the beginning’ (v. 2.4): cf. 2:7. Faithfulness to the 
past proclamation which was probably part of the foundation 
of the community is more than loyalty to tradition or conser- 
vatism. The same language of mutual abiding or indwelling is 
used of it as of the relationship with ‘the Son and the Father’ 
so that it and an intimate relationship with God (and Jesus) 
are interdependent. Thus the last line of v. 27 is ambiguous: 
either ‘it’ (the anointing) or ‘he’ taught, and the command— 
probably, although it could be ‘you do abide’—is to abide in ‘it’ 
or in ‘him’ (cf. v. 28). 

The schism was over the status of Jesus but the issue is 
obscure, although cf. 4:2. The denial that ‘Jesus is the Christ’ 
(v. 22) could be a denial of his messiahship: the formula is 
used of early preaching of Jesus as Messiah (Acts 18:5, 28). 
This view is less likely, not, as often argued, because 1 John 
does not imply a Jewish setting, but because the dispute was 
between those who had been members of the community, not 
outsiders or apostates. The alternative formulation, ‘denying 
the Sor’ or ‘the Father and the Son’, is not the schismatics’ but 
the author’s interpretation and acts as a definition of ‘Christ’. 
There is no link with the earlier debate over moral issues, 
although there may be an implicit association in ‘liar’ (v. 22 cf. 
I:10; 2:4) and ‘those who would [or ‘do] deceive’ (v. 26 cf. 1:8). 


(2:28-3:3) Present Confidence and Future Hope The combin- 
ation of affirmation and exhortation is repeated in terms of 
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present and future eschatology. There is no connection with 
the reinterpretation of eschatology in 2:18, and here it takes a 
distinctive Johannine shape. Conformity now is the guarantee 
and the condition of future conformity, but whether with God 
or Jesus is not clear. 

The continuity from 2:27 and 3:1, ‘the world...did not 
know him’, suggests that ‘he’ in this section is mostly Jesus 
whose coming (parousia, 2:28), as elsewhere in early Christian 
tradition, is expected; if so, v. 29a anticipates 3:7 where Jesus 
(‘that one’) is again said to be righteous. However, in 2:29 
‘born of him’ must be ‘born of God’ (cf. 3:9; 4:7; 5:1; see below) 
suggesting that at the beginning of the verse ‘he is righteous’ 
also refers to God (so 1:9); in this case, since no change is 
indicated, God may also be the one who is to be revealed and 
comeinv. 28. In 3:2 the translation ‘he is revealed’ (NRSV) in 
context also refers to God: being children of God is the pre- 
condition of the greater conformity which will come from 
‘seeing God’ (cf. Mt 5:8). This difficulty in determining 
whether ‘he’ refers to God or to Jesus is characteristic of 1 
John’s thought. In 3:3 ‘he is pure’ more clearly refers to Jesus: 
the emphatic ‘he’ (ekeinos) occurs in brief sayings appealing to 
the example of Jesus (2:6; 3:3*, 5*, 7*, 16; 4:17"); those marked 
with an asterisk use the present ‘is—Jesus has present sig- 
nificance, either with God (cf. 2:1-2) or within the teaching of 
the community. ‘Confidence’ or boldness (2:28) is the assured 
status of believers in 3:19—22 (‘before God’), 4:17-18 (‘on the 
day of judgement’) and 5:14; in these passages themes trad- 
itionally associated with future judgement serve the present 
needs of believers in exhortation and assurance. 


(3:4-10) Sin and Righteousness In one of the most dualist 
passages in the letter, sin is contrasted with righteousness, 
love with its failure (or later, hate, 3:13), and the children of 
God with the children of the devil. The main purpose of these 
absolute alternatives is to define the community and encour- 
age faithfulness. 

Four contrasting couplets built around the pattern ‘Every- 
one who... may be one of the sources of this section (as first 
isolated by von Dobschtitz 1907): 2:29b + 3:44; 3:6; 3:7b + 8a; 
3:9a + 10b. If so, the dualism of the source has been intensi- 
fied both bythe development of origin from God orthe devil in 
toa, and by the perfectionism of 9b (see below), and has been 
modified by the insertion of 8c: there is no longer a timeless 
opposition between sin and righteousness because of the 
victory won when ‘the Son of God was revealed’. 

Sin is viewed differently from 1:6—2:2; here it belongs to the 
negative side and is impossible for anyone ‘who abides in him’ 
(v. 6) or who is among those who ‘have been born of God’ (v. 9). 
In 5:16-18 the same apparent contradiction is found, first 
suggesting that believers may sin and that forgiveness for 
some sins is possible, then repeating the affirmation that 
‘those who are born of God do not sin’ (1 yn 5:18). The contrast 
is not simply between fact and ideal, between believers as 
sinners before God but sinless ‘in Christ’, or between individ- 
ual sins they may commit (1:9) and their removal from the 
realm of sin. When 1 John is considering the pastoral needs of 
the community the need to deal with all that mars that life is 
paramount; when seeking to affirm and preserve their separa- 
tion from other values and systems the certainty of the radical 
change they have experienced becomes overwhelming (Lieu 
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1991: 58-65). Freedom from sin belongs in Jewish and Chris- 
tian thought to the age to come when the realm of God finally 
excludes all that opposes it, as too does victory over evil (2:13- 
14) and over death (3:14); in 1 John these are so real that they 
are part of the present and sharing in them equally excludes 
any part in that opposition. In v. 4 ‘lawlessness’ is not disobedi- 
ence to the law but the opposition to God in the final age (cf. 2 
Thess 2:3, ‘the man of lawlessness’). Other early Christian 
writers also had to struggle with the tension between the 
certainty of God’s victory over sin in Jesus and the continuing 
reality of sin in Christians’ lives (cf. Heb 6:4-8). 

Jesus (‘he’), as the righteous one without sin, is not just a 
model (but note ‘he’ in wv. 5, 7, ekeinos, cf. 1 JN 3:3), but also 
belongs to the realm of God’s victory. He was ‘revealed’ in the 
past (cf. 1:2 of the ‘life’), but the verb is used equally of when 
‘he’ will be ‘revealed’ (2:28, see above); ‘to destroy the works of 
the devil’, presumably through his ministry or death although 
how is not stated, is an eschatological event, traditionally part 
of God’s final victory, but now already effected. ‘The devil’ 
(v. 8), mentioned here for the first time, is presumably 
identical with ‘the evil one’ in 2:13, 14. In Jn 8:44 the Jews 
have the devil as their father; 1 John shares the same tradition 
of imagery but with a sharper dualism, ‘the children of God’ 
v. ‘the children of the devil’, which is used not in polemical 
rhetoric as in John but to distinguish two exclusive groups. It 
is likely that the tradition of Cain in contemporary Jewish 
thought as the child of the devil lies behind both Jn 8:44 
where the devil was a murderer from the beginning, and the 
more general words of 1 Jn 3:8 that he ‘has been sinning from 
the beginning’; Cain is explicitly one who murdered in 3:12. 

Believers as ‘children of God’ (3:1, 10; 5:2) and as ‘born of 
God’ (2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18) is characteristic of the second 
half of the letter (Lieu 1991: 33—8); there is a dualist contrast 
only in 3:10 with ‘children of the devil’ (never ‘born of the 
devil’). There is no specific moment of birth (e.g. conversion, 
baptism): the stress is on the inalienable relationship 
with God but is more precise than the broader ‘of God’ (also 
‘of the devil, world’ etc.). The origins of the idea are not 
clear; it is found briefly in John (1:12—-13 [11:52]; contrast ‘birth 
from above/anew’ in Jn 3). OT parallels are weak (Ex 
4:22; Deut 32:5-6); Hellenistic ideas of divine begetting or 
rebirth are later and not dualist; in 1QS 3:19-4:26 ‘children’ 
imagery in a dualist setting is found, but not divine beget- 
ting. 

In 3:9 ‘God’s seed’ may be God’s offspring who remain ‘in 
him’, ie. God (cf. NRSV fn.), but it is more likely that God’s 
seed remains in ‘him’, i.e. ‘the one who has been born of God’: 
in turning the phrase into the plural, ‘those who...in them’, 
the NRSV obscures the ambiguity. It has been suggested that 
‘seed’, perhaps like ‘anointing’ in 2:20, 27 (cf. I JN 2:20, 27), 
reflects a gnostic understanding of divine enlightenment 
and/or was a term used by ‘those who went out’ (2:19). 
Nothing explicitly supports this, and while ‘seed’ could be a 
reference to God’s word (cf. the parable of the sower)—a 
reference to the spirit seems unlikely—it may continue the 
allusion to the Genesis story (cf: Gen 3:17; 4:25): God’s choice 
continues not in Cain and those of his ilk but in those who 
truly carry God’s seed which makes them God’s children. ‘Of 
God’, w. 9-10 (cf. ‘of the truth’, 3:19) also points to divine 
origin; the negative is ‘of the devil’ or ‘of the world’ (4:6). The 
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gospel has a wider range of ‘origins’ formulae (Jn 8:23; 3:31, 
etc.). 

3:10b forms a climax to the section, expanding the intro- 
ductory v. 4a in the language used in the intervening verses, 
and adding a further definition which makes it directly applic- 
able to the situation and concerns of the letter. t John has no 
other explicit definition of sin than the failure to ‘love one’s 
brother’ or fellow believer:the NRSV’s ‘brothers and sisters’ is 
justifiably inclusive but obscures 1 John’s use of the singular 
‘brother’ (2:10-11; 3:15, 17; 4:20-1; the only exception is 3:14). 
This definition gives some support to the argument that it was 
the schism, clear evidence of a failure in love, that shaped 1 
John’s thought even about sin. 


(3:11-17) Community within Love The previous passage is 
now given a more practical exposition in the attitudes be- 
lievers experience from others and hold towards each other. 
Again the primary thrust is to explain and reinforce the 
community’s separation from outsiders and their internal 
cohesion. In v. 11, love of brother is now replaced with love 
of one another, as also in 3:23; 4:7, I1, 12, in each case in 
exhortation or with reference to the command; this is the 
distinctive formula of the Johannine tradition (Jn 13:34; 
15:12, 17). For 1 John it is the epitome of the proclamation 
heard from the beginning (cf. 1:5; 2:7; 1 JN 2:3). The appeal to 
Cain as the model of a failure in reciprocal love is the only 
explicit OT reference in the letter, but the range of OT 
allusions (cf. 2:11) and concepts refute denials of any Jewish 
background. Here the story of Cain probably lies in the back- 
ground since 3:8 (cf. 1 yn 3:8) and continues until 3:15, since 
Cain was the archetypal murderer (cf. Jn 8:44), or even 3:20 
(cf. Gen 4:9—-10). Cain is not just one ofa number of possible 
negative examples, neither is the failure to love an unfortu- 
nate weakness or lapse: both are expressions of the absolute 
contrast between God and the devil and between life and 
death. Cain was of ‘the evil one’ and so were his deeds evil: the 
same formula is used in Jn 3:19, suggesting common patterns 
of exegesis and language lie behind both the gospel and letter. 
Gen 4 gives no clear explanation of God’s preference for Abel’s 
sacrifice and only implies it led to Cain’s murderous act; 1 John 
is like other later readers, Jewish and Christian, who sought to 
remedy this difficulty (cf: Jos. Ant. 1.2.1; Heb 11:4). 

The analogy set within its dualist scheme explains the 
hostility the community has been experiencing; what form 
this ‘hate’ takes is not described and there is no explicit men- 
tion of persecution (contrast Jn 15:18-20). The world is that 
which opposes God (cf. 2:15; 1 JN 2:15); in 4:3—5 itis the realm 
of the antichrist and it responds to those who have left the 
community. The explanation would be reassuring if the 
community was in a minority and those who had split from 
it appeared rather more successful. However, the main use of 
the analogy is to reinforce the demand for love within the 
community. Such love proves and is the condition for their 
not belonging to the Cain/murderer/evil-one side of the divi- 
sion. In the light of 3:10 (cf. 1 yw 3:10) it might seem that the 
best expression of love was not to join the schism, but the 
‘Johannine’ appeal to the example of Jesus’ (‘he’ = ekeinos) 
self-sacrifice (cf. Jn 15:13), makes it broader. Yet literal self- 
sacrifice may not be meant, for the only application is the 
readiness to share one’s ‘goods’ or life (cf. 1 yw 2:16) with a 
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fellow believer in need. This is the only hint that differences 
of class or wealth may have contributed to the schism. 

The passage has concentrated on love among believers; in 
3:17 ‘God’s love’ may be the love which comes from God and is 
the source of believers’ love, but it might equally mean ‘love 
for God’ (cf. 2:5): the only certain evidence of love for God is 
the more visible love for a fellow believer. 


(3:18-24) Condemnation and Confidence in God The NRSV 
paragraphing takes v. 18 with the following verses. Thus 
practical love is the guarantee of being from [= of] the truth’ 
and a source of reassurance before God, even in the face of 
self-doubt; God’s knowledge, superior to such doubt, is a 
further source of hope. The contrast offered by v. 21 is then 
only a subjective one: boldness comes from a lack of sense of 
selfcondemnation and not from any real difference in rela- 
tion to God. An alternative possibility is that God’s greater 
knowledge can only reinforce and add to the condemnation 
dimly anticipated; this demands not that we ‘will reassure our 
hearts’ but ‘sternly exhort our hearts’ (cf. NEB fn.). The se- 
quence from v. 194 becomes clumsy butv. 21 then provides a 
clear contrast of the happier state of no self-condemnation 
where boldness is justified and answered. However, v. 18 may 
be the conclusion to the previous section, so v. 19 starts anew 
but related issue of the confidence before God (cf. RSV). The 
introductory ‘by this’ then anticipates what follows, a pattern 
found in 2:3, 5 (?); 3:10, 24; 4:13, 17 (?): that ‘God is greater...’ 
is the source of ‘our’ knowledge and self-reassurance. The 
negative alternative would not be possible. As elsewhere (1 
JN 2:28) condemnation and boldness before God, which prop- 
erly belong to the future judgement or vindication, are already 
experienced in the present. Response to prayer, a common 
theme in NT and Johannine literature (cf. Mt 7:7; Jn 14:13; 
15:16; 16:23, 26), is picked up in 5:14—-15 as a mark of ‘bold- 
ness’. 

The commandments are God’s; the alternation between the 
plural and the singular in wv. 22-4 is characteristic (cf. 2:3-4, 
7) but here mutual love (for the formula cf. 1 jn 3:11) is 
combined with belief, recalling 2:18-23 and anticipating the 
move to 4:1-3 where such belief has to be properly articulated. 
Abiding (v. 24) is in and by God, as most commonly in 1 John 
(contrast Jn 6:56; 15:1-7, but NB 1 Jn 2:24), and is inseparable 
from obedience (cf. 1 yn 1:6-7). The spirit is mentioned for the 
firsttime (cf. 1 JN 2:20, 27; 3:9); despite the NRSV’s capital S, 1 
John has a much simpler idea of the spirit than John; in 4:13 it 
is God’s spirit but is not further related to the divine life. These 
two references bracket the exhortation to ‘testthe spirits’ in 4:1 
where the NRSV uses ‘s’. 


(4:1-6) True and False Confession This passage links with 
2:18-19 (cf. ‘antichrist’) and has often been seen as the key to 
the letter: former members of the community rejected right 
confession of Jesus and left, perhaps achieving missionary 
success (v. 5) and provoking a threat to the confidence and 
stability of the community. Their identity has been much 
debated. The schism is interpreted in the light of eschatolo- 
gical tradition as in 2:18; ‘false prophets’ also reflects this (cf. 
Mt 24:11, 24) and does not mean they were ‘charismatics’. 
“Testing the spirits’ belongs to eschatological decision and is 
not discernment of spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12:10; 14): the more 
general ‘spirits’ in the introduction to the passage is reduced 
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by its end to the alternatives, spirit of truth or of error. A 
conflict between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error, 
both as cosmic forces and as forces within people, is also 
found at Qumran (1QS 3:13-4:26) without any ‘charismatic’ 
setting; John’s non-dualistic ‘spirit of truth’ is different (Jn 
14:7; 15:26; 16:13). The contrast belongs to 1 John’s dualism 
and emphasis on ‘truth’, but ‘error’ is also an eschatological 
theme (Mk 13:22). The conflict is also between the community 
and ‘the world’, between God and ‘the world’ (cf. 1 pw 2:15), 
from whom each has its origin (‘from’, cf. 1 JN 3:9), and also 
between those who respond to either side: there is no neutral 
third party. 1 John’s thought is deterministic: response does 
not merely result in being ‘of God’ or ‘of the world’ but 
is generated by it as a pre-existing state. This determinism is 
complementary to the realized eschatology: their victory 
is already complete. The greater one who is in them is God, 
the one in the world might either be the antichrist as in v. 3 or 
an allusion to the devil. 

Confession of Jesus is the hallmark of the spirits. Those/the 
spirit who fail/s to confess Jesus (v. 3) cannot be unbelievers 
since these were never within the community (contrast 2:19), 
but erstwhile members. The alternative reading, ‘does away 
with’ or ‘deprives of power/significance’ (Vulgate and some 
patristic evidence including Irenaeus) may have originated as 
an attempt to clarify their error; if original its ambiguity led to 
the simpler alternative. The positive confession is not ‘that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh’ (so NRSV, emphasis 
added), which would require a different grammatical con- 
struction; this makes improbable earlier interpretations 
which saw the schism as a denial of Jesus’ true humanity 
(docetism, cf. [DB i. 860), or as a theory that the union 
between the divine Christ and human Jesus was temporary 
and did not include his death (often associated with Cer- 
inthus, the traditional opponent of John, cf. ABD i. 885). It 
is a confession of ‘Jesus Christ (as) the one who has come in the 
flesh’ (my tr.), although the nuance intended by this is not 
clear. ‘Flesh’ is not a major concern in this letter (cf. only 2:16); 
in the Johannine tradition it can be both ambivalent (Jn 3:6; 
8:15) and central (Jn 1:14; 6:51-6). 1 John’s broader interest in 
Jesus does not help interpretation; he is model, victor overthe 
devil, a means of dealing with sin in past and present, son of, 
and inseparable from, the Father; 1 Jn 5:6 adds further preci- 
sion but is even more obscure (1 JN 5:6). Jesus Christ’s having 
come in flesh is partly an antithesis to the false prophets having 
come out into the world; it is no less real but of directly opposing 
significance. The schismatics did not invest Jesus with the 
significance the author does, but the latter’s love of contrast 
and concern toavoid real debate with alternative ideas exclude 
any certain recovery of their views. 


(4:7-21) Abiding in Love The thought returns tothe life of the 
community, interlacing assurance with exhortation, centred 
on the theme of love which moves inseparably both between 
God and believers and amongst believers themselves. How- 
ever, the need for right belief is part of this web: the past 
sending of the Son is both the evidence of God’s love and 
the continuing norm of right belief and union. Love for one 
another (cf. 1 N 3:11) is rooted only at the end of the passage 
(v. 21) in ‘the command’, here closer to the ‘synoptic’ 
combination of love of God and love of fellow (Lk 10:27). 
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The focus is on the primacy of God’s love (i.e. ‘love of God’, 
4:9, 12); although grammatically this could mean love for God 
or love from God (cf. 2:5), the primary emphasis is on love 
from God which even if expressed in the past act was for us. 
Yet ‘his love’ in v. 12 may by extension be the love which 
originates from God but is expressed by believers towards 
others; it is unlikely that ‘love from God’ would be dependent 
for its full reception on believers’ reciprocal love. However, 
believers may also have love for God, although not as the 
primary expression of love (v. 10), nor as a claim to be made 
independently of love for ‘a brother or sister’ (vv. 20-1). 

That God ‘sent his Son’ (wv. 9, 10, 14) is the traditional 
terminology of the Johannine tradition, as also is the epithet 
‘only’ (Jn 3:16; 1:14, 18); while it may imply pre-existence, 
‘sending’ can merely stress authority and representation, an 
important distinction for the gospel but not the main issue 
for 1 John with its lack of theological reflection. ‘Saviour of the 
world’ is also a Johannine epithet (Jn 4:42), and does little 
to soften the largely negative attitude to the world in the letter 
(cf. 1 JN 2:15-17). The world is only the arena of the sending 
and not the recipient of God’s love and the offer of life (v. 9, 
contrast Jn 3:16); itis for our sins’ that he was a means of 
dealing with sin (better than ‘atoning sacrifice’), perhaps also 
a traditional formula (cf. 1 Jn 2:2). 

‘We have seen...do testify...have known and believe’ 
(vv. 14-16) is also characteristically Johannine (Jn 1:14; 3:11; 
6:69; 20:29) and includes all believers even though not 
original eyewitnesses (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-3). The apparent objectivity 
is balanced by the more ‘subjective’ reciprocal abiding by/in 
God which is made evident by the gift of his spirit (cf. 1 Jn 
3:24). Both are bounded by the conditions of love for one 
another (v. 12) and of right confession (v. 15). ‘Jesus is the 
Son of God’ is the right confession for the first time here (cf. 
5:5), but has been anticipated by ‘confessing/denying the sor’ 
in 2:22-3; there is no difference from ‘Jesus is the Christ’ 
(2:22; 5:1; cf. 4:2). ‘Son of God’ is not a messianic title for 1 
John but indicates the inseparable relationship between 
Father and Son; although God is the focus of much of 1 John’s 
thought, God has been and is known only through his action 
in the Son: although God cannot be seen, that as Father he 
sent the Son can be (wv. 12, 14). 

That ‘God is love’ (vv. 9, 16) is not a statement about the 
‘divinity’ oflove or an abstract definition of God: it is God as 
experienced. Equally, ‘abiding in love’ is not a mystical experi- 
ence but combines faithfulness to the manifestation of God’s 
love in the Son and showing love to a fellow believer. v. 7 does 
not mean that anyone who loves is born of God (cf. 1 JN 3:9) 
but that love is their necessary characteristic. ‘The day of 
judgement’ (v. 17) recalls a more traditional eschatology (cf. 
Mt 10:15; 11:22, 24) where ‘boldness’ (cf. 1 JN 2:28; 3:21) and 
fear belong; here it is only the ultimate context of believers’ 
conformity to Jesus (= he, cf. 1 yn 3:3) in the present and the 
purpose or full expression—the relation between ‘in this’ and 
‘that’ is obscure—of the present total flowering oflove. 


(5:1-5) Victory through Faith This section acts as a bridge 
between the preceding focus on love and the emphasis on 
the total certainty centred on right belief in 5:6-13. Right belief 
in Jesus as the Christ (cf: 1 JN 2:22), like love, is the mark of the 
one born of God (5:1 || 4:7, cf. 1 N 3:9). Here this just defines 
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the one to be loved as only the one who holds the right faith: 
love of the begetter (God) entails love of the one begotten: 
NRSV ‘parent/child’ obscures the symmetry. This does imply 
that love of God has some primacy; contrary to 4:19—21, v. 2 
suggests that the proof of love for fellow believers is love and 
obedience to God, which in practice are identical. The com- 
mandments (pl) means nothing more than the command- 
ment (sing.) (4:21, cf. 1 JN 2:3); love of God is love for God 
(‘objective genitive’; contrast 4:9 cf. 2:5, 4:21). 

The neuter ‘whatever’ (v. 4) rather than ‘whoever’ is odd 
but has Johannine parallels (Jn 6:37, 39; 17:24 (not NRSV)) 
and looks at them as a totality. Victory over the world is an 
eschatological reality already present in the realized imagery 
of birth from God (cf. 4:4). This could suggest a passive 
determinism, and to avoid this 4b defines the source of victory 
as ‘faith’; only here in 1 John, ‘faith’ must mean not the sub- 
jective emotion but right faith as immediately defined. v. 5 
defines that faith in terms of the individual who professes the 
faith that Jesus is the Son of God (cf. 1 yw 4:15); the verse forms 
an inclusio with the parallel confession in v. 1 but also leads 
into the following section. 


(5:6-12) The Witnesses to the Son The confession of Jesus as 
Son of God is now further elaborated and given a secure 
foundation with God as guarantor, and therefore is the sine 
qua non of any true relationship with God. Although the 
passage is often treated as polemical alongside 2:18-23 and 
4:1-6, here there is no reference to opponents, to the anti- 
christ, or to right and wrong confession or denial. ‘Believing’ 
and ‘witness’ in 1 John are always used of the community and 
its identity. Thus the passage should not be used to identify 
the schismatics. Belief in Jesus as Son of God is that he ‘came’ 
both by water and the blood: the stress is on both, but chiefly 
on ‘blood’, and does not mean that some believed that he came 
by ‘the water only’. It is unlikely that the change from ‘by’ to 
‘with’ is significant, and both prepositions are ambiguous 
with the verb ‘to come’. The meaning of the assertion has 
been widely debated with no final consensus; there are various 
possibilities: (1) According to ancient ideas the combination 
may refer to real human conception; it is not certain that this 
would have been self-evident and the double stress would be 
unusual. (2) Most commonly ‘water’ has been seen as a 
reference to baptism; that Jesus’ divine sonship effectively 
started with his baptism was held by some early Christians 
but seems unlikely within the Johannine tradition. ‘Blood’ as 
a parallelevent would then have to be the crucifixion, certainly 
an essential moment in his mission. However, ‘came by’ and 
‘blood’ would be obscure ways of expressing this. (3) Because 
water and blood become witnesses in the present and not just 
the past in vv. 7-8, some have seen a reference to baptism and 
eucharist, founded in the events of Jesus’ ministry and con- 
tinuing vehicles of his presence. A eucharistic reference 
seems unlikely in blood on its own (cf. Jn 6:53—6), and is out 
of character with the letter’s lack of sacramental or liturgical 
references. (4) In 1:7 ‘blood’ indicates the sacrificial nature of 
Jesus’ death in dealing with sins in the present; although not 
otherwise used in the letter, water is also a symbol of cleans- 
ing, and is an important image in the Gospel of spiritual 
renewal. This would fit the letter’s concern for Jesus’ present 
efficacy, particularly in relation to sin. ‘Came’ need not denote 
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a specific moment but views his sending as a completed 
whole. (5) Some cross-reference to Jn 19:34 is possible, 
although the order is reversed, but the obscurity of that pas- 
sage does not clarify this. The formula may have been more 
familiar to Johannine Christians. 

The spirit both has some priority over the other two terms 
as the witness, and is joined with them as equal terms in a 
single witness. It would be wrong to limit the witness of the 
spirit to a single moment in the life of Jesus or of the church 
defined by ‘water’ or ‘blood’. Elsewhere in 1 John the spirit is 
part of individual or corporate experience (3:23; 4:1, 13), but 
there is not a single ‘doctrine’ of the spirit. The three wit- 
nesses who are a unity led to a trinitarian reference (‘the 
Johannine comma’) being inserted in the text, which was 
accepted by the translators of the AV (cf. NRSV fn.); it is 
not part of the original textof1 John. ‘Human testimony’ is not 
identified with that of spirit, water, and blood, or with any 
specific witness (such as John the Baptist, cf. Jn 5:32-5), but is 
only mentioned to emphasize the contrast with the testimony 
of God. God’s testimony does not refer to a particular event or 
moment but reasserts the absolute certainty that God has 
acted in Jesus and thus established Jesus as son. It might be 
expected that eternal life would be the consequence of the 
testimony or of accepting it; 1 John’s thought is so tightly 
intermeshed that life instead becomes the content of the testi- 
mony; equally, believing or not believing, i.e. accepting or 
rejecting the testimony, is the condition of experiencing life. 

Thus life, which was a key tothe opening of the letter (1:2), 
is also the key as it reaches a preliminary climax. Life is by 
definition ‘eternal’ life, not a quantitative longevity but a qual- 
ity. ‘Objectively’ manifested as the inspiration of the letter, its 
assured possession is also the letter’s purpose. Yet this is not 
missionary but pastoral, for those who believe. 


(5:13-21) Exhortation to Sinlessness Although 5:13 could be 
read as a conclusion, it is not. 5:14—21 have often been seen 
as an appendix, perhaps added later, by a different author, 
possibly after the model of the appendix to John, ch. 21, with 
which, however, it shares little in common. There is no con- 
vincing linguistic or textual evidence for this view, and these 
verses should be seen as the true conclusion of the letter. v. 13 
acts as a transition, closing the earlier passage, and forming a 
basis for what follows. 

‘Boldness’ (cf. 2:28; 3:21; 4:17) here has present and not 
eschatological reference (see 1 JN 2:28); as in 3:21 it is ex- 
pressed in confidence in prayer, which is sure both of being 
heard and of being answered. The issue is given specific refer- 
ence in intercessory prayer. Intercession (v. 16) is not general 
butspecifically fora fellow believer who is found sinning. 1 John 
has treated sin both as a present reality (1:7-2:2) and as an 
impossibility (3:4-10) for believers (cf. 1 Jn 3:6, 9, 14). This 
passage introducesa contrast between sins whose end is death 
and those not so defined, although this contrast cannot neces- 
sarily be used to explain the earlier contradiction. Intercession 
for ‘non-terminal’ sin is proper and will be answered. The 
NRSV’s ‘God will give life’ is supplying a subject to the ambi- 
guous ‘s/he willgive life’; equally possible is that the one pray- 
ing, by winning forgiveness, gives life to the erstwhile sinner. 

The identity of the sin whose end is death has been much 
debated. Not relevant is the OT’s distinction between witting 
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and unwitting sins (Num 15.22-31), nor probably Mark’s sin 
against the Holy Spirit (Mk 3:29). Other early Christian 
writers have difficulty in understanding sin among believers, 
particularly where a strongly realized eschatology makes the 
blessings of the kingdom, which must include sinlessness, 
present realities (cf. 1 }N 3:4-10). 1 John’s solution reflects this 
dilemma and probably means that ‘terminal sin’ is the wilful 
selfexclusion from those blessings, i.e. separation from the 
community and rejection of the faith that leads to life (5:12). 

The dilemma is underlined (v. 18) by the immediate repeti- 
tion of the perfectionism of ch. 3, that sin, unqualified, is not 
possible for the one born of God. This time the source of 
assurance is the protection of the one who was born of God; 
this is Jesus, only here so described, and nota reference to the 
believer who protects him/herself: the tense of the verb ‘was 
born’ is different (contrast ‘are born’). Thus the dualism is 
maintained of the evil one v. Jesus. 

This dualist framework is repeated, setting the world and 
the evil one on one side, God and ‘we’ as God’s children on the 
other. The transforming agent of this dualism is the Son of 
God (cf. 3:8-10); here the focus of his activity is not the evil 
one/devil but the revelation of the true one. 

wy. 18-20 are carefully constructed with three affirmations 
‘we know that’; the first two are dualist, the third expands 
beyond the ‘objective’ assertion to a personal affirmation, ‘and 
we are...’ In all this God is only mentioned derivatively (‘of 
God’) or indirectly (‘the true one’). The final assertion ‘This 
one is...’, better than NRSV’s unemphatic ‘He’, forms a 
climax on its own, but its antecedent is unclear. (1) [God] = 
the true one. ..is the true God’ has a loose parallel in Jn 17:3, 
but is tautologous and a poor climax. (2) ‘his Son Jesus 
Christ... is the true God’ is grammatically more natural, but 
Jesus is nowhere else in 1 John identified with or as God, 
although cf. Jn 20:28 (but NB ‘my’) and 1:18. 1 Jn 1:2 does 
make a close connection between Jesus and eternal life as 
manifested and experienced: as a climax to 1 John’s argument 
this would be dramatic but would it be too startling? In 
practice the final climax is v. 21, but there is little agreement 
what it means or why it is the last word. Some have attempted 
tointerpret ‘idols’ metaphorically of false beliefs, of those who 
held such ideas, of deceptive conceptions of God or Jesus, or of 
sin. Although there are some parallels to this in Qumran, 
most ancient usage indicates that unless context or modifica- 
tion suggests otherwise, ‘idols’ are meant literally. The term 
was a Jewish one for the pagan gods, both for their representa- 
tions and for the gods themselves without clear distinction. 
Nothing in the letter supports the idea that the Johannine 
Christians were under pressure to acknowledge pagan gods 
during persecution. Turning from idols was a popular way of 
describing conversion to both Judaism and Christianity (1 
Thess 1:9), a conceptual context which would fit other aspects 
of 1 John. This may be a final reminder of a conversion call, 
which the author hopes the readers will reinterpret in their 
new setting. 


2 John 


(I-3, 12-13) Epistolary Framework The brevity of the letter 
and its epistolary formulae are reminiscent of letters of the 
period surviving on papyrus. An opening third person greet- 
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ing (‘A’ to ‘B’), an initial expression of joy (v. 4a), hopes of a 
personal visit, more highly valued than written communica- 
tion, and a closing exchange of greetings are all conventional. 
The opening greeting has been considerably expanded in 
characteristic Johannine language, with a heavy emphasis 
on ‘truth’, which is almost objectified, but also becomes a 
formulaic ‘in truth’: ‘truth’ is used eleven times in the two 
letters, possibly because it was under threat but perhaps 
because it had become a conventional normative term. 
‘Love’, ‘truth’, ‘abides’ are all Johannine terms, as is ‘joy... 

be completed’ in v. 13 (Jn 15:11; 1 Jn 1:4). The greeting is not the 
conventional Greek one (Jas 1), but a development of the 
Pauline ‘grace and peace to you’; here ‘mercy’ is added (cf. 1 
Tim 1:2), giving a more Judaic tone, and the implied wish of 
the Pauline form has become a confident assertion, ‘will be’. 
Unusually, neither the author nor the recipient are given 
personal names. The identity of ‘the elder’ has been debated 
since the early circulation of the letters: some early traditions 
refer to an ‘elder John’ at Ephesus, whether or not identical 
with the Apostle being disputed (Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. 3.39.4). 
Asa technical epithet it is unlikely to refer toan elder ina local 
church since this was a collegiate office; evidence of ‘elders’ as 
a group with a wider-ranging authority based on links with 
early Jesus traditions or charisma is disputed. It may have 
been a significant term within the Johannine circle. (See 
further Lieu 1986: 52-64.) ‘The elect lady’ is now usually 
seen asa reference toa local church in the OTand NT tradition 
of referring to Jerusalem as a woman (Isa 54; Bar 4-5; Gal 
4:21-7; Rev 21:1; cf. 1 Pet 5:13); in v. 13 her ‘elect sister’ will be 
another congregation, while ‘the children’ are members of the 
community. There is no evidence that secrecy because of 
persecution demanded such allusiveness, which is consistent 
with the more abstract tone of the whole letter. Although 
earlier views that individual women were intended have lost 
favour, thatthese churches were headed and met in the house- 
hold (cf. ‘house’ in v. 10) of a woman leader is possible. 


(4-6) Obedience tothe Tradition An initial expression of joy is 
conventional in contemporary letters. By implication it 
introduces the theme of potential dissent which dominates 
the letters, although ‘some’ need not mean there were 
others less obedient. ‘Walking in [‘the’ is not expressed in 2 
Jn 4; 3 Jn 2] truth’ is peculiar to the two minor letters (2 Jn 4, 
cf. 6; 3 Jn 3, 4): it differs from the metaphorical ‘walking 
in the light’ of 1 John (1 yn 1:6-7), and could mean ‘walking’ 
= ‘(behaving) sincerely’, but more probably belongs to the 
formulaic use of ‘truth’ in these letters (2 JN 1-3, 12-13 above). 

The appeal to the command and its form of mutual love is a 
Johannine norm (1 JN 2:3; 3:11): the NRSV’s ‘let us love’ may 
rather be a definition ‘that we love’. Here it explicitly origin- 
ates from ‘the Father’, in contrast to the ambiguous 1 John 
‘him’ (1 Jn 2:4; 3:23) and to John where Jesus gives the com- 
mani (13:34; 15:12); whereas in John thecommandis new, and 
in 1 John both new and old (1 Jn 2:7-8), here it is not new but 
one had ‘from the beginning’. As in 1 John (1 Jn 2:3) this refers 
to their original hearing of the message. There is certainly a 
tradition link and possibly a literary link between the three 
descriptions, but the sequence is debated; the priority of the 
gospel formulation is often assumed but need not be the 
case. 
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The almost tautologous identification of love and the com- 
mand, so thatthe content of one is the other (cf. 1 Jn 5:2-3, JN 
5:1-2), leads to the ambiguity of v. 6; the closing ‘that you areto 
walk in it’ (the NRSV’s ‘you must...’ is clever but grammat- 
ically unconvincing) could refer either to the command or to 
love. 


(7-11) Warnings The appeal to tradition in formulaic Johan- 
nine language in wv. 4-6 is a foundation for the central section 
and its harsh directives. The language gives a sense of extreme 
urgency with a combination of warnings and sharp impera- 
tives. A relationship with 1 John, especially 2:18-23; 4:1-6 is 
obvious, but the temporal sequence of the two letters is dis- 
puted: a minority see 2 John as an immediate response, while 
1 John is more reflective, while others see the language of 2 
John as derivative from 1 John, with its harsh measures as 
evidence of a hardening of attitudes. 

The language of deceiver(s) and antichrist is shared with 1 
John and sets the crisis in an eschatological framework (see 1 
JN 2:18-27); 2 John does not call them ‘false prophets’. 
Although the formula echoes 1 Jn 4:1, they are not said to 
have left the community (contrast 1 Jn 2:19) but ‘are abroad in 
the world’. In contrast to 1 Jn 4:2-3 only the negative confes- 
sion is articulated, and it is directly attributed to the ‘deceiver 
and antichrist’. The confession is distinguished from the 
positive form in 1 Jn 4:2 by the position of ‘in flesh’ following 
and not preceding the verb, and more importantly because the 
verb is not in the past (perfect) but in the present: ‘Jesus Christ 
coming in flesh’ (contrast NRSV). Technically this could mean 
that a future coming in flesh by Jesus is being denied (so 
Strecker 1989); although there are parallels to this belief in 
early Christianity, it does not fit wellin a Johannine context. A 
theological nuance of the abiding significance of Jesus’ 
coming would not be expressed in this way. It would be wrong 
to dismiss the form as grammatical carelessness. A likely 
explanation is that the formulation, taken from 1 Jn 4:2, has 
been modified by the gospel’s description of Jesus as ‘the 
one coming [who is to come] into the world’ (Jn 6:14): the 
author is more interested in the negation of traditional 
Johannine teaching than in its precise articulation. Particular 
individuals or groups rejecting this confession therefore 
cannot be identified. 

The admonition ofv. 8 reinforces the eschatological frame- 
work being used to interpret the present situation. ‘Lose’ (cf. 
Jn 17:12) and ‘reward’ are not temporal but eternal possibil- 
ities. ‘We’, better than the alternative reading ‘you’ (x; A; latt, 
etc.), probably does not include the readers but refers to the 
elder and others similar who have established the community. 
The definitive ‘having’ or ‘not having’ the Father and Son 
is shared with 1 Jn 2:23; 5:12, although ‘having God’ comes 
only in 2 John; here the condition is not right or wrong 
confession but relationship with ‘the teaching’, a term 
not found in 1 John. ‘Of Christ’ might be ‘from Christ’ 
(e.g. the command) or ‘about Christ’ (ie. v. 7): the latter is 
more likely and reflects a distinctive emphasis on objective, 
right belief. Although ‘(not) abiding’ is familiar from 1 John, 
with reference both to Jesus or God and to ‘what you have 
heard’ (1 JN 2:24), the contrasting ‘goes beyond’ of v. 9 
emphasizes the conservative element; ‘goes beyond’ need 
not refer to those who claimed advanced enlightenment as 
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has been suggested, but it may convey the idea of ‘leading 
forward’. 

The prohibition in wv. to-11 provides the focus of the letter; 
what precedes gives a context and is not intended to be over- 
precise. The warning is against any who presumably claim to 
be Christians but fail to conform to the Johannine norm. 
Appropriate treatment of visiting believers, particularly ‘mis- 
sionaries’, was a significant concern for the early church 
where hospitality was a virtue (Heb 13:2), and the teaching 
and leadership they brought could be either vital or threaten- 
ing for small, scattered communities (see Rev 2:2; Did. 11-13). 
2 John’s harsh refusal both of hospitality and of any acknow- 
ledgement has echoes in Ignatius’ attitude towards those he 
views as heretics of the most poisonous kind (Ign. sph. 7.1). 
Olderand contemporary parallels to such avoidance are found 
in ‘sects’ who have a strong sense of their own election and of 
their separation from ‘the world’, which they seek to maintain. 
This mentality also explains the equation of one offering a 
greeting with those s/he greets. This prohibition was later 
appealed to in the early church not only for the correct re- 
sponse to ‘heretics’ but also in the debate over rebaptism of 
schismatics, a situation alien to its original one. In fact it 
remains a matter of dispute whether there was an original 
specific situation, similar and perhaps anticipatory to that 
which inspired 1 John (see 2 yw 4-6), or whether the letter is 
using Johannine language and traditions in a formulaic way 
in order to establish a clear self-identity, perhaps in a belea- 
gured or minority situation. 


3 John 


(I-2, 13-15) Epistolary Framework Like 2 John, 3 John uses 
some of the epistolary conventions of its age, particularly in 
the closing: this includes greetings to and from ‘friends’ ‘by 
name’ and means the epithet was not particularly ‘Johannine’, 
nor thatthey were few in number. The prayer for the health of 
the recipient is also conventional, and the initial ‘concerning 
all things’ (my tr.) is similar but not identical to the opening 
formulae used from the end of the first century cr. However, it 
lacks any form of greeting, an absence most typical of official 
letters, but has at the end a Semitic conventional ‘peace to 
you’. The links with 2 John, including the formula ‘whom I 
love in truth’, point to the elder’s style, ifthey are not evidence 
of imitation by one or the other (so Bultmann 1973). While the 
author remains anonymous, ‘the elder’ (cf. 2 jn 1:1), the 
recipient is ‘Gaius’, a Roman and probably Gentile name; 
despite attempts in the early church to identify him with 
others of the same name, nothing is known of him except 
what is implied by the letter. The same is true of the other 
named figures, Diotrephes and Demetrius. However, these 
indicate a very specific occasion for the letter and have invited 
equally specific interpretations of the events now lost to us. 


(2-8) Encouragement The initial expression of joy, similar to 
that of 2 John (2 yn 4-6), hererests not on personal encounter 
but on the testimony of ‘brothers’, not the same as ‘friends’ 
(NRSV) in v. 15; present participles suggest their witness was 
given on repeated visits (‘come and testify’, contrast NRSV). 
wy. 5-7 suggest that these were people, not known personally 
to Gaius, who relied on the hospitality of the fellow believers 
they visited; unlike the travelling Cynic philosophers of the 
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day they refused to beg from the ‘non-believers’, literally 
‘Gentiles’, which no longer just means non-Jews. Their travels 
were for the sake of the name’; NRSV interprets ‘Christ’ but 3 
John is using a conventional formula (Acts 5:41), and a refer- 
ence to God is not impossible: although this could refer to 
flight from persecution, most probably they were preaching to 
those ‘unbelievers’. Although it is often assumed they were 
emissaries of the elder, who therefore headed a ‘missionary 
organization’, this is not stated. In v. 6 their testimony was 
given before ‘the church’ or perhaps ‘assembly’ (cf. wv. 9, ro), 
a word not otherwise found in the Johannine literature. 
Neither the elder’s status in this ‘assembly’ nor its relation to 
that to which he wrote (v. 9) is stated. 

The careful language of Vv. 5, ‘you do faithfully whatever you 
do’ is probably an attempt to combine commendation for past 
support and encouragement for its future repetition. This is 
explicit in v. 6 where ‘you will do well’ is a common formula 
for ‘please’; to ‘send on’ usually implies provision of what 
would be necessary for the next stage of the journey. That 
support forsuch indicates participation, probably [with them] 
in the truth’ (contrast NRSV), reverses the warning of 2 Jn 11, 
although the vocabulary is different. The section combines 
Johannine and non-Johannine features. An explicit concern 
for missionary activity is not characteristic of the Johannine 
literature, and much of the related vocabulary in these verses 
is not otherwise found in it, including ‘church’, ‘Gentiles’, 
‘send ...on’, ‘strangers’, ‘worthily of God’, the latter not the 
normal measure of right action in John or 1 John. Johannine 
features include the emphasis on truth, which as in 2 John 
appears both to have independent identity (v. 8), and yet to be 
used in a formulaic way: ‘in/with (the) truth’ (ie. dative), is 
used five times in w. 1-8; ‘love’, used only once (v. 6) is a short- 
hand for Gaius’ generosity; ‘testimony’ is also an important 
Johannine theme but here has a more conventional context. 


(9-12) Taking Sides The letter has been inspired by the oppos- 
ition the elder has received from Diotrephes. Although de- 
nounced by the elder for his ambitions, Diotrephes was clearly 
ina position to carry out his intentions; whether he held office 
in the church, opposed by the elder either in principle or only 
because of his tenure of it, has been the subject of much 
speculation. The elder’s earlier letter, unlikely to be 2 John 
as sometimes suggested, is lost; it may be implied that Dio- 
trephes had refused it a hearing. More specifically ‘he does not 
receive us’; NRSV gives one possible interpretation, ‘does not 
acknowledge our authority’, but this hides the fact that the 
same verb is reasonably translated in v. 10 ‘refuses to wel- 
come’, and need not imply any question of authority. The 
plural ‘us’ does not indicate authority, but may evoke the 
Johannine plural ‘we’ (1 Jn 1:1-3) or include with the elder 
those like him. The elder’s threat that he will expose Dio- 
trephes’ slanders does indicate he claimed the right to, and 
perhaps expected to be able to (‘if I come’), exercise some 
admonitory authority; it also suggests that Diotrephes’ action 
had some grounds, dismissed by the elder as ‘false charges’. 
Inevitably this has prompted debate whether the conflict was 
personal, over models or styles of ministry, or, despite any 
explicit hint, doctrinal: if the latter, the elder’s silence could 
only mean that Diotrephes was not under suspicion, but 
perhaps the elder was. 


I JOHN, 2 JOHN, 3 JOHN 


Diotrephes’ refusal of welcome to the brethren, and exclu- 
sion of those who demurred, echoes the prohibition of 2 Jn 
1o-11 with its implicit extension to those who do offer a 
greeting, although the linguistic echoes are weaker than sug- 
gested by the NRSV’s common use of ‘welcome’. If doctrine is 
there subordinate to the separate self-identity of the commu- 
nity, the same may have been true for Diotrephes. While the 
brevity of the letter makes all reconstruction tentative, there 
does seem to be a mutual hardening of attitudes and prefer- 
ence for uncompromising refusal of dialogue. 

Demetrius, the subject of the next paragraph, is not other- 
wise identified but it is often suggested that he was the bearer 
of the letter and perhaps one of the brethren whom Gaius is 
urged to support: thus 3 John would be a letter of recommen- 
dation, a common genre in the ancient world where patron- 
age and support were essential. However, the terminology is 
not the conventional language of recommendations, which 
usually go on to request a specific favour. Instead the language 
of universal testimony belongs to appeals to models of the past 
and to characters of established good reputation; it combines 
secular convention with the Johannine emphasis on witness. 
Witness by ‘the truth’ could also be read as ‘Johannine’ with 
‘truth’ as almost objectified, or as a conventional affirmation, 
while the final confirmatory ‘we also...and you know’, is 
thoroughly Johannine (Jn 19:35; 21:24). Thus Demetrius is 
set up as a foil to Diotrephes; he is a model for imitation 
for Gaius, who also already has received some testimony, 
whereas Diotrephes is by implication the model of evil to be 
avoided. ‘Doing good/evil’ are not Johannine categories 
but familiar in Christian moral discussion; to be from God, 
however, is Johannine (cf. 1 yn 3:10). The contrasting ‘has not 
seen God’ is more ambiguous; Jn 1:18; 1 Jn 4:12 denies that as 
a possibility, although the claim ‘to have seen’ is important (1 
Jn 11-3; 4:14), and that the object should be God fits this 
letter’s surprising failure to mention Jesus, Christ, or the Son. 

The combination of specific reference and allusiveness, of 
Johannine terminology and non-Johannine secular conven- 
tions, makes 3 John particularly intriguing, prompting its 
interpretation as a key to the development of the Johannine 
tradition or community. It has also been seen as significant 
evidence in the development of patterns of ministry in the 
early church, although with little agreement. Thus in histor- 
ical and sociologial analysis it has acquired a prominence 
contrasting sharply with the lack of theological interest 
through much of the history of NT interpretation. 
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80. Jude 


INTRODUCTION 


This short book tends to be ignored, and was regarded with 
contempt (along with Revelation and James) by Luther. Yet for 
four reasons it deserves attention: its use of non-canonical 
scripture; the fact that it has very ancient textual testimony in 
the form of the Bodmer papyri with complex textual problems 
(evident from the marginal notes in most modern transla- 
tions); its fiery rhetoric replete with rich metaphors; and the 
way in which readers and hearers are drawn into a view of 
reality for which the Bible offers a language with which to 
interpret and inform. 


A. Authorship. Little is known of the author other than what 
can be discerned from the introduction and earlier patristic 
references that must be treated with caution (though we may 
note the slight doubt expressed by Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. 3.25.1). 
The writer describes himself simply as ‘a servant of Jesus 
Christ’, paralleling descriptions in Jas 1:1 and Rom 1:1. The 
link with James gives support to attempts to link him with 
Jude the brother of Jesus and is a reminder of the importance 
of James within early Christianity before the fall of Jerusalem 
in 70 cE (Acts 12:17; 15:13; Gal 2:9, 12). A case has been made 
for apostolic authorship of the letter which helps to explain 
why the letter was given authority within the early church, 
where apostolic authorship or authorization was clearly a 
crucial factor in determining the authority of a book. The 
emphasis in v. 3 on a common salvation has seemed to 
many commentators to be an indication of a period after the 
apostolic age when a common faith was being promoted (cf. 
Eph 4:4-5). Doubts about authorship by a relative of Jesus and 
the attribution of the text to a pseudonymous writer have to 
face the vexed question of the extent of pseudepigraphy in 
early Christianity, a subject that has often received rather 
superficial treatment in recent study. Even if one doubts a 
link with Jude, the brother of Jesus, there can be little doubt 
that the theological ideas contained in the letter, whatever date 
they were written down, reflect the ideas of Second Temple 
Judaism. There is clearly a close relationship with 2 Peter. The 
fact that explicit references to what later were deemed as non- 
canonical texts are toned down in 2 Peter suggests that the 
latter is dependent on Jude. Jude would then appear to be a 
text that was deemed authoritative enough to be the inspir- 
ation of a later text and to warrant some limited correction. 


B. Setting. Although various hints in the letter have been 
taken to be indicative of particular forms of deviant teaching 
and practice with affinities to an emerging Gnostic religion, 
they are equally compatible with a Jewish antinomianism 
rooted in apocalyptic tradition that could have been current 
in the apostolic age. The occasion for writing is set out in v. 4a. 
The opponents, in Jude’s estimation, seem to be guilty of 
debauchery (v. 4) and despising the flesh (v. 8). They deny 
‘our... Lord Jesus Christ’ just as the opponents referred to in 1 
Jn 2:22, cf. 1 Cor 12:3). They are compared to wandering stars 


C. ROWLAND 


(linked with angels in Dan 12:3; Phil 2:15). Those referred to in 
the letter so disparagingly appear to have been visionaries 
(v. 8), like the charismatics of the new age referred to in Acts 
2:17 (quoting Joel 3:1) and the dreamer of dreams of Deut 
13:1-5 who leads Israel astray. Unlike the Colossian visionaries 
(Col 2:18), these are guilty of corrupting the community and 
are ‘grumblers’ (v. 16 cf. 1 Cor ro:to). 


C. Jude’s Use of Scripture. Scripture usage is typological. 
That is, it includes the juxtaposition of two different sets of 
persons (in this case the contemporaries of Jude and certain 
OT figures). Typological exegesis is distinguished from the 
related but slightly different form of interpretation in which 
Scriptures are juxtaposed with contemporary people and 
events, for example, in the pesher exegesis found in some of 
the Dead Sea scrolls, such as the Habakkuk Commentary. 
What distinguishes the latter from the form of interpretation 
we find in Jude is that the meaning of scriptural passages, 
particularly enigmatic prophetic oracles, is offered by an 
authoritative interpreter who is able to discern their truth in 
the light of recent experience (the kind of interpretation found 
in the Gospel of Matthew, for example, in Mt 1:23). Jude’s 
biblical exegesis is different. His is a form of interpretation in 
which Scripture acts as a lens through which the present can 
be viewed aright. There is no suggestion that the text has its 
meaning only in the events of his day, and that the true 
identity of Cain or Balaam has been discerned. Scriptural 
types remain ‘open’ for future use, in which the possibility of 
their excess of meaning can be further used rather than being 
closed off by application to a particular person or event (as was 
often the case with Christological exegesis of the OT). The 
scriptural type serves to illuminate the significance of figures 
much as in 1 Cor ro Paul recalled scriptural passages to 
admonish those who had a special importance in salvation 
history (a technique evident in v. 5 just as it is in 1 Cor 10:11). 
This use of typology (the situation where the present is illu- 
minated by past words and events: ‘this is that... ’) means that 
the particular identity of the people and events referred to in 
the text of Jude are lost behind the biblical imagery. Ina sense 
exactly what they were actually doing is less important than 
the way in which the writer treats them. They cannot be 
viewed normally as people with the names they were given 
conventionally. Like Simon after his confession, who is de- 
scribed by Jesus as Peter, ‘Rock’, and then almost immediately 
called ‘Satan’ (Mt 16:17—23), the opponents of Jude are identi- 
fied differently as the result of his writing. Their characters 
cannot properly be comprehended without the perspective of 
scriptural narrative. In Jude (just as in Revelation) the indi- 
viduality of the contemporary person is lost in the reading of 
people and events in the light of Scripture. They are Cain, or 
Balaam. For Jude, proper understanding of their identity is 
impossible merely as contemporary flesh-and-blood persons, 
without the lens of scriptural typology which enables identity 
and action to be viewed in a completely different light. One 
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consequence of this is that the contextual person of Jude’s day 
is given a character that transcends his or her particular 
situation, now indeed lost in the mists of history, by being 
reread in the light of more familiar scriptural stories and 
characters. 


D. Theological Characteristics. There is in this epistle the use 
of a hortatory technique found elsewhere in the early Chris- 
tian literature whereby the situation confronting readers is 
seen as a sign of the catastrophe that is expected at the end of 
time (v. 18, cf 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1; 1 Jn 2:18, cf. Mt 24:23). 
Within the NT there is an outlook that invests present people 
and events with a decisive role in the fulfilment of the Last 
Things. The present, therefore, becomes a moment of escha- 
tological opportunity (and threat) when history and eschato- 
logy become inextricably intertwined. Readers are equipped 
by the apostolic writings with insight hidden to others. They 
are privileged to enjoy a role in history denied even to the 
greatest figures of the past, not to mention the angels. In 1 Pet 
11-12 the writer emphasizes the privilege of the writer’s 
time, and Christians in Corinth are told that passages in the 
Bible which seemed to be about Israel of old were in fact 
addressed directly to them, who were fortunate to be alive 
when the decisive moment in history came about (1 Cor 
to:11). The present had become a time of fulfilment (2 Cor 
6:2) and ultimate significance in which the readers are 
privileged to share. As well as the eschatological dimension, 
the behaviour of angels is regarded as both a warning (v. 6) 
and an example (v. 9). Readers are shown that their behaviour 
can match that of heaven, either they can follow the way of the 
angels who forsook their position of privilege or the example 
of Michael, guardian of the people of God (Dan. 12:1). The 
Dead Sea scrolls have reminded us of the close affinity 
between the righteous community of earthly saints and the 
‘holy ones’ or angels, and the consequent obligation of those 
who have fellowship with the angels to maintain that 
blameless style of life (v. 24). 


COMMENTARY 


Jude describes himself as a ‘servant’ and as a brother of James. 
Any authority to write, therefore, is based not on apostolic 
office but on blood relationship. It is addressed to those ‘who 
are called’ (cf. Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 1:2) ‘who are beloved in God the 
Father and kept safe for Jesus Christ’. 


(vv. 2-7) Jude sets out to remind readers about ‘the salvation 
we share’ (v. 3). It is under threat from certain people ‘who 
have stolen in’ (echoes here of Gal 2:4). The understanding of 
them is determined by what was written long ago, probably 
here a reference to the condemnation written about in 1 Enoch, 
14-16. They are those angels who have forsaken their hea- 
venly position (v. 6), an allusion to the ancient story of the fall 
of the Watchers told at length in 1 Enoch, 6-10. They turn 
grace into licence (a common criticism of the effects of the 
Pauline gospel: Rom 6:1, cf. 3:31). The reference to the denial 
of Jesus Christ may suggest a Christological slant to the false 
teaching: Jesus was not part of their scheme of salvation, 
something which has often been missed in discussing the 
false teaching of the opponents in 1 John 2:22). Such a denial 
of Jesus is comprehensible within a situation of Jewish influ- 
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ence, though how that relates to the charges of licence is not 
clear. 

As in 1 Cor 10:5 the threat to an emerging church and their 
group identity is illuminated by an allusion to the temptation 
of emerging Israel in the wilderness. There is a summons to 
return to former ways rather than be on the receiving end of 
God’s wrath (v. 5). In v. 5 and 1 Cor 10 the writers are commu- 
nicating with readers who consider themselves ‘fully in- 
formed’ and who need to be reminded of the fate of an 
earlier generation of God’s people who thought themselves 
privileged. One interesting feature of this passage is the range 
of variant readings in v. 5, some of which suggest that the Lord 
who ‘once...saved [his] people’ is a reference to the pre- 
existent Christ (Codex Vaticanus reads ‘Jesus’). 

The story of the angels (v. 6) who did not recognize their 
position in the divine order but sought something better, only 
to end up in judgement (1 Enoch, 10:6; 12:4), is a potent 
warning to a group that teeters on the brink of going the 
same way. So community identity is illuminated by salvation 
history, by Israel and the angels, and by the judgement on 
Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 7) who committed fornication 
(probably to be taken in a metaphorical sense of idolatry, and 
total involvement in the culture that involved idolatry, as in 
Rev 2:17; 17:2; 18:9). We have here a situation where a people 
with the privilege of the divine grace of election, who, in the 
words of Heb 6:4, have ‘tasted of the heavenly gift’, now face 
the loss of their ‘first love’ (cf. Rev 2:4). They risked forfeiting 
their privilege, as did the angels and the people of the Exodus. 


(vv. 8-13) A major sin is blasphemy (v. 8). The rejection of 
authority and ‘slanders’ of ‘the glorious ones’ (cf. reference to 
Moses in Sir 45:2 and the glorious ones of 2 Enoch, 22:8-10; 
Wis 10:14) is a reminder of the concern about the risk of 
profanity in the speculative Jewish theology of the early Chris- 
tian centuries, occasionally alluded to in traditions about 
rabbis roughly contemporary with Jude. Even the great Rabbi 
Akiba (who died in the Bar Kochba revolt in ¢.135) was re- 
proached by a contemporary for ‘profaning God’ in daring to 
suggest that King David might sit alongside God on one of the 
thrones mentioned in Dan 7:9 (see b. Hag. 14a, where there is 
also reference to Elisha ben Abuyah, a rabbi who lived at the 
beginning of the second century cz who was vilified by his 
contemporaries for his antinomianism and his blasphemy 
against the divine power). 

A contrast is made between the opponents and the arch- 
angel Michael who, in his words to the Devil, resists taking 
God’s name in vain. The charge of blasphemy is to be left to 
God (v. 9, cf. Rom 12:19). There is a particular danger of 
humans exceeding their place in the divine economy and 
‘slandering the glorious ones’ (v. 8). In behaving thus the 
opponents do not have the Spirit (v. 19, cf. Lk 12:10). Even if 
robust polemic against opponents is allowable (the language 
of v. 12 offers an excellent example), this must stop short of 
blasphemy, which is unforgivable (Lev 24:16). It reflects the 
same kind of presumption that characterized the angels of 1 
Enoch who left their heavenly abode and had intercourse with 
human women and revealed heavenly wisdom which should 
have remained with them (1 Enoch, 7:1, ‘they taught them 
charms and spells’; 8:1, ‘they taught men to make swords, 
daggers, and shields and breastplates...andtheart ofmaking 
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up the eyes and beautifying the eyelids .. .’). The result was 
that, as the author puts it, ‘the world was changed’ (1 Enoch, 
8:2). In Jude 6 and 9 the behaviour of angels is called to mind. 
The recollection of the behaviour of the angels of old is a way 
of challenging those whose life in Christ offered them the 
privilege of standing with the angels in the divine presence 
(v. 24), and, like the members of the Qumran community, 
sharing the lot of the angels by participating in the Christian 
community (1 QH 3:19; Col 1:12f+13). As with the fallen 
angels, to return to the life of a pagan world was not only 
to lose something of infinite worth but also to compromise the 
divine salvation in which they had participated (cf. Heb 6:4). 

The words of blasphemy are uttered in ignorance (v. 10), but 
lack of knowledge is not the lot of the Christians: ‘enlight- 
enment’ (Heb 6:4) means awareness of the limits of what is 
acceptable in the sight of God. For the ancients words mat- 
tered, perhaps in ways that have largely passed us by except 
when Western civilization comes face to face with another 
culture. The effect of words, both psychologically and socially, 
is something of which we remain largely unaware. 

Jude’s frequent contrasts between ‘you’ and ‘these’ (wv. 10, 
12, 16, 17, 19), in a way parallel to the two ways tradition (cf. 
Barnabas, Didache, Mt 7:13), enable the reader to be aware, at 
least in general terms, of the path to avoid, even if the char- 
acteristics of the way of righteousness are left more vague. In 
v. 6 the fall of the angels suggests a warning of assimilation 
into pagan culture. There is a repeated refrain of drawing the 
readers back to the faith that was handed down (v. 3) and 
reminding them of what they already know (wv. 5, 17). 

In addition to the myth of the fallen angels, Cain, Balaam, 
and Korah are alluded to and used as lenses through which to 
view the community’s present predicament (v. 11). They will 
perish like Korah (Num 16:19-33). Their activities are com- 
pared to Balaam’s ‘deceit’ (cf. Rev 2:14, where it is linked to 
false prophecy, cf. Deut 13:5), and ‘the way of Cain’, which, if 1 
Jn 3:12 is anything to go by, is manifested in a style of life that 
involves ‘hatred’ of the brethren and the delights oflife (1 Jn 
2:16, cf. Jude 16): the one who hates a brother is a murderer (1 
Jn 3:15, cf. Jn 8:44), and the reason why Cain slew his brother 
is ‘because his deeds were evil and his brother’s were right- 
eous’. In Haggadah, contemporary with the NT found in 
Josephus’ version of the Cain and Abel story (Ant. 1.60), 
Cain had become the type of one who loved ‘the desire of the 
flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches’ (1 Jn 2:16). This 
is atheme taken up in Augustine’s exploration of the contrast- 
ing identities of the citizens of the earthly and heavenly cities, 
Cain being the exemplar of the former (City of God, 15.17). 

The striking use of metaphor in v. 12 captures the self: 
centred and evanescent nature of the way of life of the oppon- 
ents. They shepherd themselves (cf. Jn 10; Rev 7:17; Ezek 34); 
they are ‘waterless clouds’ and ‘twice dead’. The latter meta- 
phor renders them both useless and without substance. 
Whether or not the author intended the metaphor thus, the 
notion of a cloud being without water is to make it disappear. 
The abhorrence of their behaviour means that, just as the tree 
that does not bear fruit is not only useless but has lost any real 
substance, they disappear, vanishing into the mores of con- 
temporary culture, thereby losing that distinctiveness based 
on the teaching oftheapostles. Jude wants his readers to avoid 
a similar path. The simile of trees ripped up and twice dead 
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speaks of apostates, and is thus doubly threatening, because 
they had been in the community, ‘but went out from us’ (1 Jn 
2:19, cf. Heb 6:4). They ‘deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ’ (v. 4, cf. 1 Cor 12:3). Their return to the values of the 
prevailing culture made them a real threat to the distinctive- 
ness of the identity of the ‘beloved’ whom Jude addresses. 
Their role as ‘deceivers’ (v. 13) puts them in the tradition of 
false prophets (Deut 13) who lead the community astray (cf. 
Mt 24:24). 


(vv. 14-16) The Letter of Jude is the only NT text (although Mt 
25-31-46; 1 Pet 3:19; Rev 8:8 are other possible allusions) that 
explicitly quotes the book of Enoch. Affinities with the Greek 
of 1 Enoch may be found inv. 1, cf. 1 Enoch, 12:5—6; 16:3; v. 6, cf. 1 
Enoch, 16:1; v. 6, cf. 1 Enoch, 15:3, 7; 17:2; v. 8, cf. 1 Enoch, 15:4; 
v. 12, cf. 1 Enoch, 15:11; v. 18, cf. 1 Enoch, 15:4; and v. 25, cf. 1 
Enoch, 12:3; 14:20. There are several verbal allusions to other 
parts of the Enoch corpus in these verses: e.g. wandering stars 
(1 Enoch, 18:13 ff; 86:1ff); and angels as shepherds (1 Enoch, 
89:59ff, cf. Ezek 34; we have seen that there is also an allusion 
to the condemnation of the fallen angels in Jude 6). Enoch is 
hailed as one who ‘prophesied’ (Jude 14) and whose words to 
the fallen angels apply directly to those who the writer thinks 
have gone off the rails in his own day. This relates to the 
coming of the Lord (here identified with Christ) in a way 
similar to that in which OT passages about God came to be 
linked with the pre-existent Christ, e.g. in Heb 1:10-12 and 
John 12:41. 1 Enoch, 10 relates how the Watchers were con- 
signed to judgement beneath the earth, despite the interces- 
sion of Enoch on their behalf (1 Enoch, 12-15). The allusions to 
the Enoch corpus are woven into a remarkable tapestry of 
typological use of Scripture in which the present circum- 
stances are viewed and understood through the lens of these 
scriptural types. 

The reference to1 Enochas authoritative prophecy demands 
of readers an awareness of the perspective of extra-canonical 
literature in their reading. Jude underlines the importance of 
that perspective and the necessity of a hermeneutic which 
makes comparison with contemporary extra-canonical (parti- 
cularly Jewish) literature a necessary part of the interpretative 
enterprise. Our Western canon of Scripture (though we 
should remember that texts such as 1 Enoch and Jubilees 
form part of the canon of Scripture of the Ethiopic Coptic 
church) is incomplete without attention to 1 Enoch, a rambling 
text it is true, but one that opens up to readers, in the manner 
of an apocalypse, that it is the perversion of human culture by 
an alien wisdom and the manifold ways in which that culture 
stands under judgement (1 Enoch, 6-15). 

The coming of the Lord is not a threat that is past (NRSV fn. 
points out that the Gk. has an aorist), or merely future. Com- 
ing in judgement is a present fact, much as it is in John’s 
gospel (5:24; 12:31) andeveninthesynoptic tradition (Mk 8:38; 
Mt 25:31). Parousia is not merely far off, for the community 
lives at the end of time (v. 17), and, like the seven churches of 
the Apocalypse, needs to be reminded that the Lord has come 
and stands in judgement in the midst of humanity (cf. Rev 


1:19). 
(vv. 17-23) v. 17 begins a two-part address of admonition 


(vv. 17-19) followed by an affirmation of the reason for con- 
fidence that the writer believes exists (vv. 20-3). The two parts 
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both begin with the same phrase, ‘you, beloved’. Both admon- 
ition and affirmation have a retrospective air. In the former 
there is an appeal to the ‘predictions of the apostles’. This is a 
phrase more comprehensible as a reference to an apostolic 
text although it could merely echo the words of warning in 
such passages as Mk 13 and par. which had become part of 
apostolic tradition. The appeal to tradition (as earlier in v. 3), 
often seen as an indication ofa later generation looking back 
to the founding ancestors of the faith, is comprehensible in a 
situation where there is a claim to new insight or revelation 
(v. 8). The comparison with Balaam (v. 11), who is a type of the 
false prophecy, requires the stability of tradition. The appeal to 
tradition, therefore, is to be expected at any time when there is 
the risk of disruption from the claim to new religious insight 
and may be paralleled in the appeal to authoritative tradition 
in the face of the harmful use of the apocalyptic and the 
mystical in contemporary Jewish circles (see b. Hag. 12a). 
What is unusual in v. 18 is the phrase ‘in the last time’ (even 
more unusual is the variant reading, ‘at the end of time’ in the 
Gk. cf. Rev 10:6), a reference to the end of time which is 
without parallel in the NT. Other parallel references in 2 Pet 
3:3; 1 Tim 41; 2 Tim 3:1 suggest the eschatological times 
which, in both ancient Jewish and Christian tradition, would 
be a threatening time of tribulation preceding the hope of 
earthly blessing. In Jude 18 we have repeated the word ‘desire’ 
which has already made its appearance in v. 16 in a related 
description of the rhetorical bombast of the opponents. In 
v. 20 the phrase ‘most holy faith’ has the key early Christian 
disposition used as a reference to a body of doctrine that 
is the foundation, together with prayer in the Holy Spirit, 
for keeping oneself ‘in the love of God’. The coming of the 
Lord will not be tribulation and judgement for those 
who follow the author’s advice but ‘mercy’ (v. 21). Meanwhile 
in a situation of uncertainty and difficulty the readers are 
exhorted to support those going through particular trials. 


81. Revelation 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Reading Revelation. 1. Revelation is a book of profound 
theology, intense prophetic insight and dazzling literary ac- 
complishment. But most modern readers find it baffling and 
impenetrable. They do not know how to read it. Nothing in the 
rest of the New Testament—or in modern writing—prepares 
them for the kind of literature it is. Moreover, they are often 
not sure it is worth attempting to understand, since they most 
readily associate it with eccentric and even dangerous sects 
addicted to millenarian fantasy. Yet this is a book that in all 
centuries has inspired the martyrs, nourished the imagin- 
ation of visionaries, artists, and hymn-writers, resourced 
prophetic critiques of oppression and corruption in state and 
church, sustained hope and resistance in the most hopeless 
situations. Both the Christian mainstream and the prophetic 
minorities who have so often reminded the church of its 
forgotten vocation owe a great deal to Revelation. Reading 
Revelation is demanding but rewarding, like the life of un- 
compromising Christian witness to which it calls its readers. 


REVELATION 


This verse is one with a complex textual tradition with con- 
siderable variation in order in the oldest MSS. Whatever the 
exact reading, the implication is clear: a congregation under 
pressure from various religious factions is urged to build on 
the faith handed down, and from the safety of that position 
seek to support the waverers and save those who would aban- 
don it. 


(v.24) The final doxology pictures the hope of the author that 
the readers will stand in the presence of the divine glory 
‘blameless’. This recalls the multitude who have come out of 
the great tribulation (Rev 7:14), or the 144,000 standing with 
the Lamb on Mount Zion, who are without defilement (Rev 
14:1-5) and possess the Lamb’s name and the name of God on 
their foreheads (another link with Revelation is found in v. 23 
in the words ‘hating even the tunic defiled by their bodies’ (cf. 
Rev 3:4; 6:11; 14:4; 16:15). They are blameless (cf. Isa 53:9; 1 Pet 
2:22), as is the group in Jude 24. Jude fears that his readers 
might soil their robes (v. 23). It is worth noting that inap- 
propriate sexual activity is a particular issue in the myth of 
the fallen angels according to 1 Enoch, 7:1. So, being ‘without 
blemish’ characterizes those who are found worthy to come 
close to the throne of glory (Eph 1:4; Col 1:22). As in Col 1:12 
there is a close link between angels and humans here. In v. 3 
the ‘saints’ are humans, whereas in v. 14 they are probably 
angels (NRSV ‘holy ones’). Itis the preservation of the readers’ 
angelic status (unlike the opponents who are criticized in the 
letter for following the path of the evilangels of 1 Enoch, 6:11 in 
forsaking the holy community of which they had been a part), 
that the epistle seeks to achieve, just as Paul urged the Chris- 
tians at Philippi to avoid murmuring (cf. Jude 16) and be 
‘blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which 
you shine like stars in the world’ (Phil 2:15 cf. ‘wandering 
stars’ in Vv. 13). 
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2. Revelation (orthe Apocalypse, an alternative rendering of 
its title) belongs to a genre of ancient Jewish and Christian 
literature—the apocalypses—of which the book of Daniel is 
the only other example within the Christian canon of Scrip- 
ture. Revelation shares important features with many of the 
apocalypses, such as the idea of a heavenly disclosure of truth 
made to a seer, a concern with the contradiction between 
God’s rule over his creation and the apparently unchecked 
dominance of evil in the world, the hope of an impending final 
resolution of history in which God will bring eternal good out 
of all the evils of this world and renew his creation, the use of 
symbolic visions and more or less fantastic imagery to fund 
alternative perceptions of the world, its history, and future. 

3. The apocalypses are a literature which deploys the theo- 
logical imagination to draw its readers into different ways of 
seeing things, and the most important sense in which Revela- 
tion resembles them is in its aim to ‘reveal’ or ‘unveil’ the truth 
of things as seen from God’s heavenly perspective. It speaks to 
a world whose imaginative view of the world is controlled by 
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the power and propaganda of the dominant political and 
economic system. By envisioning the same world from the 
perspective of God’s kingdom—which means both from 
the perspective of heaven, as God sees it, and from the 
perspective of the final future, as God’s purposes intend, the 
final coming of God’s kingdom in all creation—Revelation 
liberates its readers from the dominant world-view. It exposes 
the idolatry that from top to bottom infuses and inspires the 
political, economic, and social realities in which its readers 
live, and calls them to uncompromising Christian witness to 
the true God who despite earthly appearances is sovereign. By 
seeing the world differently, readers are enabled to live and to 
die differently, as followers of Jesus’ way of faithful witness to 
God even to the point of death. They are empowered to live 
their allegiance to a different way of being in the world, the 
kingdom of God, and to live in hope of the coming of 
God’s kingdom as the ultimate truth of the world which 
must prevail over all that presently opposes God’s rule. 
Revelation’s purpose is to enable its readers to continue to 
pray and to live Jesus’ prayer: ‘Your kingdom come.’ 

4. While Revelation bears a generic resemblance to the 
ancient apocalypses, it is also, without contradiction, a proph- 
ecy. Indeed, it clearly understands itself to be the culmin- 
ation of the whole biblical prophetic tradition. Its text is a 
closely woven fabric of allusions to the OT, and is largely 
unintelligible without awareness of this essentially intertex- 
tual character. Readers cannot hope to appreciate Revelation 
in the least adequately without acquainting themselves with 
the book’s OT sources and the way in which they are taken up 
into the message of Revelation. The author, the prophet John, 
sees the unity of OT prophecy in its hope for the coming of 
God’s universal kingdom on earth, and so he gathers up all 
those strands of OT expectation which point to the eschatolo- 
gical future, focusing them ina fresh vision of the way they are 
to be fulfilled. As a Christian prophet, he reads OTprophecy in 
the light of the beginning of its fulfilment in the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, but he also interprets Jesus and his 
church by means of OT prophecy. It is through Jesus’ way of 
cross and resurrection that God’s kingdom will come. 

5. However, Revelation does not just gather up previous 
prophecy; it claims a new prophetic revelation as to the way in 
which God’s kingdom is to come: that the church is called to 
participate in Jesus’ victory over evil by following his path of 
witness even to the point of death. This will be the great 
conflict between God’s kingdom and the worldly powers that 
oppose God. The conflict is for the allegiance of the nations, 
and John’s new revelation is full ofhope that by this means of 
victory over evil, witness to the truth in the face of the illusions 
and delusions of idolatry, and even at the price of life, the 
nations may be converted to the worship of the true God. 

6. Among prophecies and apocalypses, Revelation is dis- 
tinctive in that it is also a circular letter written to seven 
specific churches in the Roman province of Asia (1:4, 11). 
This means that we must take the first-century historical 
context of its first readers seriously in reading the whole 
book, but it also means that the various contexts of the first 
readers, as seen with John’s prophetic insight, are sketched for 
us in Revelation itself, in the seven messages to the churches 
(chs. 2-3). We are shown Christian communities living in 
various degrees of conflict and compromise with Roman 
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power and the Roman political religion, the business and 
social life of the cities with its inextricable associations with 
idolatrous religion, and the local Jewish synagogues. We find 
that the readers are by no means all poor, oppressed, and 
persecuted; many are complacent, compromising, and close 
toapostasy, when judged by the demands of faithful witness to 
God’s kingdom as Revelation understands these. To these 
diverse readers in their various contexts, Revelation points 
the way of faithful witness, the great conflict with the idol- 
atrous world system which will ensue, and the eschatological 
goal to which God’s purposes are assuredly leading. 

7. The messages to the seven churches, as well as other key 
features of Revelation, remind us that, like biblical prophecy 
in general, it addresses its contemporaries and is intended to 
be intelligible and relevant to them. We cannot read Revela- 
tion adequately without some recognition of its original his- 
torical context, to which it itself makes explicit allusions. Like 
all biblical prophecy, Revelation is prophetic as much in its 
discernment of God’s purposes in the realities of its contem- 
porary world, and in its call to appropriate response by its 
readers, as it is in predicting what must ultimately come to 
pass in God’s purpose for establishing his kingdom. But, like 
all biblical prophecy, Revelation also transcends its original 
contextand speaks to later ages, not by literalistic prediction of 
historical events, but by its power to illuminate the truth of 
new situations in the light of God’s kingdom and to continue 
to point to the eschatological future. John brings the ultimate 
future into direct relation to his own present. In this way his 
prophecy confronts the world and the church as they are with 
God’s final purpose for what must be in the end, that the truth 
of the present can be discerned and the way from there to the 
future pointed. 


B. Author and Date. The author of Revelation was a Christian 
prophet named John (1:1, 4; 22:8), of whom we know only that 
he was familiar with the Christian communities in the Roman 
province of Asia and at the time of writing was exiled on the 
island of Patmos. John was one of the most common of Jewish 
names in the period, and there is no reason to identify him 
with the apostle John, though this identification was made 
from the end of the second century onwards. Also from that 
time onwards he has been thought to have written his work 
late in the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian (81-96 cz), 
and this is still the most commonly proposed date, though 
some scholars would date it earlier. If the interpretation of the 
allusions tothe emperor Nero in chs. 13 and 17, proposed below 
in the commentary, is correct, Revelation could not have been 
written before the reign of Vespasian (69-79 ck). The precise 
date is not important for interpretation, especially since the 
common view that Revelation reflects a time of widespread 
and serious persecution of Christianity is not correct. The 
seven messages show that persecution was sporadic and de- 
pendent on local conditions. Revelation anticipates very ser- 
ious persecution to come because it sees an escalating conflict 
resulting from faithful Christian witness with its necessary 
refusal to compromise with idolatry in any area of life. 


C. Outline. 

Prologue (1:1-8) 
Title and Beatitude (1:1-3) 
Epistolary Opening (1:4—-5@) 
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Doxology (1:5b—-6) 
A Scriptural Testimony (1:7) 
A Prophetic Oracle (1:8) 

Inaugural Vision of Jesus Christ among the Churches and his 

Messages to the Seven Churches (1:9-3:22) 
John's Vision and Commission (1:9-20) 
The Message to Ephesus (2:1-7) 

The Message to Smyrna (2:8-11) 
The Message to Pergamum (2:12-17) 
The Message to Thyatira (2:18-29) 
The Message to Sardis (3:1-6) 

The Message to Philadelphia (3:7—13) 
The Message to Laodicea (3:14-22) 

Inaugural Vision of Heaven (4:1-5:14) 

God on the Throne (4:1-11) 
The Lamb on the Throne (5:1-14) 
The Seven Seals (6:1-8:5) 
The First Four Seals (6:1-8) 
The Fifth Seal (6:9—11) 
The Sixth Seal (6:12-17) 
Interlude: The Sealing of the Elect (7:1-17) 
The Seventh Seal (8:1-5) 
The Seven Trumpets (8:6-11:19) 
The First Four Trumpets (8:6—12) 
The Fifth Trumpet (8:13-9:11) 
The Sixth Trumpet (9:12—21) 
Interlude: (a) The Scroll Given to John (10:1-11) 
Interlude: (b) The Content of the Scroll (11:1-13) 
The Seventh Trumpet (11:14—-19) 

The Story of God’s People in Conflict with Evil (12:1-15:4) 
The Woman, the Dragon and the Child (12:1-6) 
Michael and the Dragon (12:7-12) 

The Dragon andthe Woman (12:13-17) 
The Monster from the Sea (12:18-13:10) 
The Monster from the Land (13:11-18) 
The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1-5) 
Three Angelic Messages anda Voice from Heaven (14:6-13) 
The Harvest of the Earth and the Vintage of the Earth 
(14:14-20) 
The Song of the Conquerors (15:1—4) 
The Seven Bowls (15:5-16:21) 
Introduction (15:5—16:1) 
The First Five Bowls (16:2-11) 
The Sixth Bowl (16:12-16) 
The Seventh Bow] (16:17—21) 
Babylon the Harlot (17:1-19:10) 
The Harlot: (a) The Vision (17:1-6a) 
The Harlot: (b) The Interpretation (17:6b-18) 
The Fall of Babylon: (a) The Voice of an Angel (18:1-3) 
The Fall of Babylon: (b) A Voice from Heaven (18:4-20) 
The Fall of Babylon: (c) The Voice of Another Angel 
(18:21-4) 
The Fall of Babylon: (d) Voices from Heaven (19:1-8) 
John and the Angel (19:9-10) 

Transition from Babylon to the New Jerusalem (19:11-21:8) 
The Rider from Heaven and his Victory (19:11-21) 
The Millennium (20:1-10) 

The Judgment of the Dead (20:11-15) 
The New Heaven and the New Earth (21:1—4) 
God Speaks (21:5—8) 
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The New Jerusalem the Bride (21:9-22:9) 
General View of the City (21:9-14) 
The Walls and the Gates of the City (21:15—21) 
The Glory of God in the Temple-City (21:22-7) 
The Throne of God in the City (22:1-5) 
John and the Angel (22:6-9) 

Epilogue (22:10-21) 
The Angels Instructions (22:10-11) 
A Prophetic Oracle (22:12—13) 
Beatitude (22:14-15) 
A Scriptural Testimony (22:16) 
Invitation to Come to the Water of Life (22:17) 
Warning to Preserve the Book's Integrity (22:18—-19) 
A Prophetic Oracle and Response (22:20) 


COMMENTARY 
Prologue (1:1-8) 


(1:1-3) Title and Beatitude v. 1, the word ‘revelation’ (a poka- 
lupsis) can also be translated ‘apocalypse’, a term biblical 
scholars use for a literary genre: apocalypses are works in 
which heavenly secrets are disclosed in visionary manner. 
Daniel, Revelation, and many non-canonical Jewish and 
Christian works are apocalypses in this sense. It is unlikely 
that the word had this technical sense when John wrote, but 
his work does have strong literary affinities with the other 
apocalypses. But whereas modern scholars often distinguish 
prophecy from apocalyptic literature, John considers his work 
to be prophecy (1:3; 10:11; 22:6-7, 10, 18-19), indeed, to be the 
culmination of the biblical tradition of prophecy, revealing 
how the words of the OT prophets are going to be finally 
fulfilled in the coming of God’s kingdom (see 10:7). The 
most important sense in which John’s prophecy is also ‘apoca- 
lyptic’ is that it communicates a disclosure of a transcendent 
perspective on the world, a revelation from God which enables 
readers to see their world in a different way from that of the 
society in which they live. It reveals the world as it appears 
from the perspective of God’s purpose to establish his king- 
dom in the world, a purpose which has begun to be fulfilled 
through Jesus Christ and will be completed by Jesus Christ. 
Hence the chain of revelation: God—Christ—angel—John 
servants of God. The angel appears in 10:1-11 (also 22:8-9, 
16), because the revelation proper is the content of the scroll 
this angel gives to John in ch. ro (earlier chapters are prepara- 
tory for this revelation). 

v. 2, ‘witness’ (or testimony) is a key word in Revelation, 
referring first to the witness to God that Jesus bore in his 
earthly life (cf. 1:5) and then to the witness his followers bear 
(1:9). The content of John’s prophecy, as intended to serve this 
witness, is attested by Jesus himself (1:2; 22:20), his angel 
(22:16), and John (1:2). 

v. 3 is the first of seven beatitudes scattered through the 
book (cf. 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14). The number seven 
indicates completeness, and so the seven beatitudes indicate 
the fullness of God’s blessing for those who respond faithfully 
and fully to what the prophecy demands of them. The ‘one 
who reads’ is the Christian who reads the book aloud to the 
assembled church. Revelation was intended for oral per- 
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formance in the context of Christian worship (just as Chris- 
tian prophets present would give their own prophecies orally 
during worship), though certainly also for study, since it is 
packed with meaning that cannot be grasped at first reading. 
But obedience to the prophecy is urgent, since John sees a 
crisis looming (‘the time is near’) which will lead to the 
eschatological completion of God’s purposes for the world. 


(1:4-5a) Epistolary Opening Following the standard literary 
form for the opening of a letter, writer and addressees are 
named, and a salutation invokes a blessing in the way usual in 
Christian letters (cf the openings of all the Pauline letters). 
John’s prophecy is sent as a circular letter to the seven 
churches (named in 1:11 in the order in which a messenger 
would visit them): each is given an individual message in chs. 
2-3, and the rest of the book is addressed to them all. This is 
important for interpretation, since it makes it clear that the 
whole book (not only chs. 2-3) was written with relevance 
immediately to these first recipients. Unlike other letter open- 
ings in the NT, the blessing here is trinitarian. Revelation has 
one of the most fully trinitarian understandings of God in the 
NTT. The one ‘who is and who was and who is to come’, one of 
Revelation’s unique designations for God (cf. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 
16:5), is an interpretation of the divine name YHWH (cf. Ex 
3:14), which Jews sometimes understood as referring to the 
three tenses of the divine eternity. In Revelation’s form God’s 
future is not just his own, but his eschatological coming to the 
world, which will find its own future in God’s coming to it. 
The seven Spirits (also in 3:1; 4:5; 5:6; cf. Isa 11:2) are seven 
because they represent the Spirit of God as the fullness of the 
divine power. (Some think they are the seven archangels, but 
these are differently described in 8:2.) The three phrases 
describing Jesus refer respectively to his life up to death, his 
resurrection, and his future coming. While the word martus 
(witness) does not yet mean, as in Christian usage it soon 
came to mean, ‘martyr’, in Revelation there is a strong pre- 
sumption that faithful witness can lead to death. ‘Firstborn’ 
(cf. Ps 89:27) indicates his pre-eminence as the pioneer of the 
new creation in his resurrection. The third phrase introduces 
the issue of sovereignty which is central in Revelation. The 
‘kings of the earth’ (also 6:15; 17:2, 18; 18:3, 9) ally themselves 
with the forces opposed to God’s rule either until at his com- 
ing Jesus ‘the King of kings’ (17:14; 19:16) defeats them 
(19:19—21) or until they are converted (21:24). 

(1:5b-6) Doxology In Jewish usage doxologies express the 
honour due exclusively to the one God. It is consistent with 
Revelation’s high Christology that this one (the first of many 
in the book) addresses Jesus. His redemptive work is under- 
stood in terms of the theme of the new exodus which is 
prominent throughout Revelation. He is the passover lamb 
whose sacrifice enables the exodus. The people he freed are 
described as Israel as in Ex 19:6 (cf. Rev 5:9—10). 


(1:7) A Scriptural Testimony This evocation of the parousia is 
a conflated quotation of Dan 7:13 and Zech 12:10, 12, but the 
phrase ‘all the tribes of the earth’ also alludes to Gen 12:3, 
God’s promise to Abraham that all the nations will be blessed. 
The mourning of the nations is therefore not remorse, but 
repentance, leading to salvation at the parousia. This scrip- 
tural testimony is so placed in the prologue as to introduce the 
hope that the nations are to be converted. The novel element 
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in John’s prophecy will be to show how this conversion may 
come about. 


(1:8) A Prophetic Oracle God speaks directly only here and in 
21:5—6, where there is a similar divine self-declaration. Here 
the solemn declaration makes clear God’s identity as the 
absolutely sovereign one whose purpose the rest of the book 
sees accomplished. ‘The Alpha and the Omega’ (the first and 
last letters of the Greek alphabet; also in 21:6; 22:13) is equiva- 
lent to ‘the first and the last’ (1:17; 2:8) and ‘the beginning and 
the end’ (21:6; 22:13). Itis based on Isaiah 4 4:6; 48:12, where it 
evokes YHWH’s uniqueness as the Creator who precedes all 
things and the Lord who will bring all things to their fulfll- 
ment. Significantly the title is applied to Christ (1:17; 2:8; 
22:13) as well as to God. ‘The Lord God the Almighty’ (also 
in 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 19:6; 21:22; cf. 16:14; 19:15) translates 
the OT phrase ‘YHWH the God of hosts’, and stresses God’s 
supremacy over history. 


Inaugural Vision of Jesus Christ among the Churches and 
his Messages to the Seven Churches (1:9-3:22) 


(:9-20) John’s Vision and Commission v. 9, John estab- 
lishes connection with his readers by pointing out what they 
have in common. The reference to ‘persecution’ does not 
mean that there was systematic and widespread persecution. 
Chs. 2-3 show that as yet there has been only occasional 
persecution, though it is a constant risk. Part of Revelation’s 
message is that, in the context of the seven churches, faithful 
witness (bearing ‘the testimony of Jesus’) will lead to persecu- 
tion and require ‘endurance’; but this is the way in which 
Christians share in the rule (‘kingdom’; cf. 1:5—6) of Christ 
whose faithful witness incurred death. In John’s case persecu- 
tion has led to his exile (either banishment or flight) on the 
island of Patmos. v. 10, since it was in Christian meetings on 
‘the Lord’s day’ (Sunday) that the book would be read, the date 
continues to link John’s situation with that of his readers. The 
phrase ‘in the Spirit’ (also 4:2; 17:3; 21:10) refers to the altered 
state of consciousness, given by the Spirit of God, in which 
John can receive visionary revelation. v. 11, these seven 
churches in the Roman province of Asia are the actual first 
recipients of the book, butthe number seven suggests they are 
also chosen as representative of all the churches. Their various 
different characteristics and situations are typical of any other 
churches to which the book may circulate. v. 12, the seven 
lampstands, representing the seven churches, recall the se- 
ven-branched lampstand that stood in the temple (Ex 25:31- 
40; Zech 4:2) and its heavenly prototype: the seven lamps 
before the throne of God, representing the seven spirits (Rev 
4:5; cf. 1:4). Probably the implication is that the churches are 
the lampstands which bear the light of the Spirit in their 
witness to the world (cf. 11:3-4 for this significance of lamp- 
stands). v. 13, whereas in the gospels the phrase ‘the Son of 
Man’ is used of Jesus, only Revelation (1:13; 14:14) uses the 
exact phrase from Dan 7:13: Heb. ‘one like a son of man’. It 
designates Jesus as the one to whom God has given universal 
sovereignty (Dan 7:14), and although here it isthe churches he 
addresses, this, as the rest of the book shows, has the coming 
of the kingdom in the world in view. wv. 13-16, some of the 
terms of the description come from Dan 10:5-6; others re- 
semble standard Jewish descriptions of celestial beings (God, 
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angels, exalted humans), whose heavenly brightness is often 
evoked by gold, whiteness, and fire (cf. Rev 10:1; 15:6). Despite 
the coincidence with Dan 7:9, white hair is not peculiar to God 
(see Jos. Asen. 22:7; 1 Enoch, 106:2; Herm. Vis. 4.2). The cloth- 
ing (v. 13) is not sufficiently distinctive of priests to indicate 
that Christ is portrayed in a priestly role. Most of the descrip- 
tion probably indicates nothing more specific than the exalted 
Christ’s heavenly glory, but some items with more specific 
significance recur later (1:20; 2:1, 12, 16, 18; 3:1; 19:12, 15). 
vv. 17-18, Christ shares in the eternal life of God through 
dying and triumphing over death. (This is important for 
Revelation’s call to its readers to follow Jesus in witness even 
to death.) Death and Hades (the place of the dead) appear as a 
pair also in 6:8; 20:13-14. That Christ now holds the key to 
their realm means he can liberate the dead from them. v. 19, 
the precise meaning is debatable, but probably ‘write what you 
see’ (this tr. is preferable to NRSV’s) reiterates the command 
of v. 11 and refers to the whole book; ‘what is’ and ‘what is to 
take place after this’ (cf. 1:1; 4:1) may refer to chs. 2-3 and 4-22 
respectively. v. 20, the angels are probably the heavenly repre- 
sentatives and guardians of the churches. 


The Seven Messages to the Churches (general comments): These 
are prophetic oracles (not letters), given by the Spirit (2:7 etc.) 
and as the words of Christ. Each forms a kind of introduction 
to the rest of the book for that particular church, highlighting 
and evaluating the particular situation (as Christ discerns it) 
in which the believers in that church are urged to ‘overcome’ 
or ‘conquer.’ The rest of the book will show them how, by 
conquering, they can get from their situation in the present 
(chs. 2-3) to the New Jerusalem (chs. 21-2). It is important to 
notice the variety of contexts to which the rest of the book is 
thereby addressed. The messages have a common pattern: (1) 
command to write and self-description by Christ; (2) section 
beginning ‘I know’, containing commendation, accusation, 
exhortation to repent, encouragement, all with reference to 
Christ’s imminent coming; (3) exhortation to discern (‘Let 
anyone who has an ear...’); (4) promise to the one who 
conquers, often referring to elements of the vision in 21:1- 
22:5. After the third message, (3) and (4) are reversed. The 
elements of the descriptions in (1) are mostly drawn from 1:13— 
18, and are chosen for their special appropriateness to the 
message to each church. 


(2:1-7) The Message to Ephesus v. 1, Ephesus, largest of the 
cities and in a key position on major trade routes, was prob- 
ably the most prominent of the seven churches, well known 
from Acts and the Pauline letters. The description of Christ 
indicates his lordship over the churches and his presence in 
them, grounding his intimate knowledge of their condition 
and his authority to issue a threat of judgement such as that 
inv. 5. v. 2, the false ‘apostles’ may have claimed to be apostles 
in the strict sense (people commissioned by the risen Christ) 
or the looser sense of itinerant preachers. v. 3, what are com- 
mended here are key characteristics needed for the testing 
time ahead. v. 5, many take ‘I will come’ and similar threats or 
promises in the other messages as referring to ‘comings’ of 
Jesus specifically to the church in question, prior to the par- 
ousia, but Revelation’s general sense of the imminence of the 
parousia (22:7, 12, 20) makes it more plausible that Christ 
refers to the way he will deal with each church at his final 


REVELATION 


coming. v. 6, it is not clear whether the Nicolaitans are (or 
include) the false apostles of'v. 2. For their teaching see com- 
ment on 2:14-15. v. 7, the formula ‘Let anyone who has an 
ear...’ (also in 13:9), echoing the gospels (Mk 4:9 etc.) and 
perhaps recalling Isa 6:9—-10, stresses the need to listen to 
prophetic messages with spiritual discernment, since it is 
possible to hear without heeding. What itmeans to ‘conquer’, 
a keyword in Revelation, will become clear only later in the 
book (cf. 12:11; 15:2; 21:7). The ‘paradise [garden] of God’ (cf. 
Ezek 28:13) is Eden, containing the tree of life, from which 
Adam and Eve would have gained eternal life had they stayed 
in Paradise (Gen 3:22-4). It is now an eschatological promise, 
to be fulfilled in 22:2. 


(2:8-11) The Messageto Smyrna v. 8, the description of Christ 
(from 1:17-18) is appropriate to the message (cf. wv. 10b, 11b). 
v. 9, the material poverty—contrasted with spiritual wealth 
(cf. Jas 2:5)—may be the result of refusal to participate in the 
business life of the city because of the idolatry entailed, in- 
cluding the worship of the emperor and the state gods of 
Rome, or of action taken against them (cf. Heb 10:34). The 
reference to ‘those who say they are Jews but are not’ probably 
turns back onto non-Christian Jews what they were saying 
about Christian Jews. The latter were exempt from participa- 
tion in the imperial cultwhile they were considered members 
of the synagogue community. When the synagogue leaders 
declared to the authorities that they were not properly Jews, 
they became liable to persecution. This ‘slandering’ (blasphé- 
mia) of Christians in effect allies them with Satan (the term 
means ‘accuser’, by implication ‘false accuser’; cf. 12:10) and 
with the ‘blasphemy’ (blasphémia) of the beast (13:5-6). The 
polemical term ‘synagogue of Satan’ is not demonization of 
Judaism, but a judgement that these synagogue leaders by 
their action have sided with the idolatry of Roman political 
religion against those who are resisting it. v. 10, ‘ten days’ 
alludes to Dan 1:12-15: like Daniel and his friends, these 
Christians will be ‘tested’ for their refusal to take part in 
idolatry, though unlike Daniel and his friends they may have 
to die for their faith before receiving the crown of victory over 
death. v. 11, the second death is final and eternal punishment 
(cf. 20:6, 14; 21:8). 

(2:12-17) The Message to Pergamum v. 12, the sword (cf. 1:16; 
2:16; 19:15, 21), derived from Isa 11:4; 49:2, is Christ’s word of 
truth which condemns those who deny truth. The war (v. 16) 
in Revelation is a battle for the truth in which words are the 
effective weapons. v. 13, Pergamum was the seat of Roman 
government for the province and the centre of the imperial 
cult. The throne is Satan’s, given to the beast (13:2; 16:10), but 
the beast is not introduced into Revelation’s imagery until 11:7. 
Satan’s throne is the antithesis, in the great contest of sover- 
eignty, to the heavenly throne of God, one of the key images of 
Revelation (4:2 etc.). The reference to Antipas, a faithful wit- 
ness like Christ (1:5; 3:14), shows there had been only isolated 
outbreaks of persecution so far. wv. 14-15, the prophet Balaam 
advised King Balak of Moab to lure Israel into apostasy by 
enticing them with Moabite women to share pagan sacrificial 
meals (Num 25:1-3; 31:16). Balaam’s name means ‘he destroys 
the people’; the name Nicolaus means ‘he conquers the 
people’. No doubt this equivalence made the parallel between 
Balaam and the Nicolaitans (followers of Nicolaus) especially 
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appropriate. Nothing reliable is known about the Nicolaitans 
besides what is said here. They taught that Christians could 
participate in the pagan cult meals (an important part of the 
commercial and social life of the cities). ‘Fornication’ (literal in 
the story of Balaam) may, applied to the church in Smyrna, 
refer metaphorically to idolatry, as in 2:21-2, though sexual 
immorality could also be a corollary of Christian involvement 
in pagan society (cf. 22:15). v. 17, manna, as food at God’s 
eschatological banquet, contrasts with the food of pagan cult 
meals (v. 14). The manna of Ex 16:4-36 was heavenly food 
(Neh 9:15; Ps 105:40). The idea that it will be restored in the 
eschatological age (a Jewish expectation: 2 Apoc. Bar. 29:8) is 
part of theimage of the new exodus, to which the reference to 
Balaam and Balak also belongs. The ‘white stone’ may be the 
ticket of admission to the eschatological banquet, with the 
invitee’s ‘new’ (in the sense of ‘eschatologically new’; cf. 3:12; 
21:5) name onit. 


(2:18-29) The Message to Thyatira v. 18, Thyatira was known 
for its trade guilds, membership of which would involve 
idolatry. This explains the appeal of ‘Jezebel’s’ teaching 
(v. 20). The description of Christ (from 1:14-15; and cf. 
19:12) relates to his role as judge in v. 23, while ‘Son of God’ 
(cf. Ps 2:7) prepares for vw. 26-8 (Ps 2:8-9). v. 20, the false 
prophet is nicknamed Jezebel with reference tothe OT queen 
accused of ‘whoredoms’ in 2 Kings 9:22 because she seduced 
Israel into worshipping Baal. Her teaching is the same as the 
Nicolaitans’ (2:14-15): perhaps she was their leader. v. 24, the 
significance of ‘the deep things of Satan’ may be that Jezebel 
taught that Christians could participate in idolatrous prac- 
tices, experiencing evil with impunity. vv. 26-7, Ps 2 is a 
fundamental text for Revelation (cf. 11:15, 18; 12:5; 14:1; 
19:15), since it recounts the victory of God and his Messiah 
over the rebellious nations. Here the conquerors are promised 
thatthey will take part inthe victory. The star, alluding to Num 
24:17 (cf. comment on Rev 22:16), symbolizes the messianic 
rule in which the conquerors will share. 


(3:1-6) The Message to Sardis v. 1, the reference to the seven 
spirits (not in 1:16, 20; 2:1, which refer to the seven stars) may 
suggest the divine source of the life that is available to the 
church if it admits its spiritual deadness and repents. Christ’s 
relation tothe Spirit of God is portrayed in a parallel image in 
5:6. v. 2, the thief is an allusion to Jesus’ parable (Mt 24:42-4; 
Lk 12:39-40), also echoed in 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10, and refers 
to the parousia, as in 16:15. wv. 4-5, the soiling of clothes may 
well indicate, not evil deeds in general, but the contamination 
of involvement in idolatrous practices. The white clothes may 
represent both uncompromising innocence and heavenly vic- 
tory (cf. 3:18; 7:9, 13-14). For the book of life, see 13:8; 17:8; 
20:12, 15; 21:27. This reference shows that the predestination 
implied is not absolute. Christ can delete names because it is 
his register (13:8; 21:27) of those with whom he shares his 
eternal life. The last clause alludes to the saying in Mt 24:32; 
Lk 12:8. The four occurrences of ‘name’ in this message (in 
v. 4, ‘people’ is lit. ‘names’) suggests the contrast between 
reputation (v. 1) and reality. 


(3:7-13) The Message to Philadelphia v. 7, the use of proper 
names central to the Jewish messianic hope, here (David) and 
inv. 12 (Jerusalem), is appropriate to the Jewish theme inv. 9. 
Though the self:description partly resembles 1:18, the keys are 
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different. Here (in allusion to Isa 22:22) the door gives en- 
trance to the messianic kingdom, which Christ holds open for 
the Philadelphian Christians (v. 8). Nodoubt controversy with 
non-Christian Jews about messianic expectations is reflected 
in w. 7-9, 12. v. 10, Isa 45:14, where the nations acknowledge 
Israel as the people of the only true God, is reversed. Non- 
Christian Jews are in the position of Gentiles in relation to 
(Jewish?) Christians who are the true Israel. The Christians’ 
faithfulness to the true Messiah will be vindicated, and the 
Jews will be converted. v. 12, for Christians as parts of the 
building of the eschatological temple, cf. Gal 2:9; Eph 2:19- 
22; 1 Pet 2:5. Here the temple belongs to the new Jerusalem of 
ch. 21, where there is no temple (21:22)! This flexibility of 
imagery reminds us that none of Revelation’s images are to be 
read literally. Writing the three names on Christians indicates 
ownership and belonging. All the images of this verse assure 
the Philadelphian Christians of their secure place in the fulfil- 
ment of Jewish messianic hopes which the synagogue was 
denying them. 


(3:14-22) The Message to Laodicea v. 14, Laodicea was a 
wealthy city, known for its banks, its textile industry, its med- 
ical school with its ophthalmology, and the local eye-salve. 
Clearly wv. 17-18 play on these local features, suggesting that 
the church, participating too readily in pagan society, shares 
the complacency of this prosperous city. It is the only church 
of which nothing good is said. The title ‘Amen’ reflects Isa 
65:16 (NRSV: ‘the God of faithfulness’) and is the Semitic 
equivalent of ‘faithful and true’. ‘Origin of creation’ describes 
Christ not as pre-existent but in his resurrection, the begin- 
ning of the new creation. The whole description is an ex- 
panded form of r:5a. wv. 15-16, unlike the neighbouring 
cities of Hierapolis, which had hot springs, and Colossae, 
which had healthy cold water, Laodicea’s water, piped into 
the city, was tepid and nauseous to drink. v. 17, these Chris- 
tians are materially wealthy because of their willingness to 
compromise with idolatry in order to share in the city’s pros- 
perity. v. 18, the various images allsuggestthatthis apparently 
self-sufficient church actually needs to turn to Christ to meet 
its dire spiritual need. v. 20 supplies the reference to the 
parousia which all the other messages have. The picture is 
that of Lk 12:35-9; Mk 13:34~-5: the returning master of the 
house expects his servants to be ready to open the door to him. 
The parousia is so imminent that Christ can be portrayed 
already knocking on the door (cf. Jas 5:9). v. 21, this promise 
is placed so as to anticipate the enthronement of Christ in 
heaven in ch. 5. 


Inaugural Vision of Heaven (4:1-5:14) 


(41-11) God on the Throne Visions of the throne of God are 
found bothin the OTprophetic tradition (cf. 1 Kings 22:19—23) 
and in several Jewish apocalypses. This chapter especially 
echoes Isa 6 and Ezek 1. The throne symbolizes God’s sover- 
eignty over all things and recurs as a key image throughout 
Revelation. In this chapter God’s sovereignty is seen as it is 
already fully acknowledged in heaven, and therefore as the 
true reality which must in the end prevail on earth. John is 
taken up into heaven so that he can see that God’s throne is the 
ultimate reality behind all earthly appearances. In the follow- 
ing chapters he will see how it comes to be acknowledged on 
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earth. v. 1, the voice is that of the exalted Christ (1:r0-12), 
though what John first sees (ch. 4) is heaven as it has been 
since before Christ’s exaltation. v. 2, ‘in the spirit’ (see 1:10) 
marks the second beginning of John’s visions. The ‘one seated 
on the throne’ is a frequent designation of God from this point 
on. v. 3, reference to precious stones was a traditional way of 
evoking the splendour of a heavenly being, and the rainbow 
has a similar function (Ezek 1:28), with probably also an 
allusion to Gen 9:12-17. More is said about God in the account 
of what happens around him than in the direct description. 
v. 4, God’s throne-room is both a temple where God is wor- 
shipped, the archetype of the earthly temple, and the centre 
from which he rules the cosmos. The twenty-four elders are a 
political image: the angels who compose the divine council 
(cf. Isa 24:23; Dan 7:9). They rule the heavenly realm, but by 
their continuous obeisance (vv. 10-11) acknowledge that their 
authority is entirely derived from God and properly exercised 
only in being continuously given back to him. In this they 
contrast with earthly rulers who usurp divine sovereignty, a 
major theme later in Revelation. v. 5a, the storm phenomena 
accompany a divine appearance (cf. Ex 19:16—19): the formula 
used here recurs later in association with judgements, indi- 
cating that these emanate from God’s holy presence. The 
formula is progressively expanded, suggesting increasing se- 
verity of judgement (8:5; 11:19; 16:18-21). v. 6a, the sea is 
probably ‘the waters above the firmament, i.e. the sky seen 
from above. w. 6b-8, the living creatures (combining features 
of the cherubim of Ezek 1 and the seraphim of Isa 6:2-3) are 
the priests of the heavenly temple, the central worshippers in 
creation, representatives of the whole animate creation. Their 
song is adapted from Isa 6:3, incorporating two of the key 
designations of God in Revelation (see 1:4, 8). v. 11, God’s 
sovereignty is depicted first as that of the Creator ofall things, 
then in ch. 5 as the Redeemer, in process of restoring his 
universal sovereignty on earth. Because he is Creator, God 
can be expected to renew his whole creation in the end (21:5). 


(5:1-14) The Lamb on the Throne v.1, the scroll contains God’s 
secret plan for the coming of his kingdom on earth, which 
cannot be revealed until someone authorized to break the 
seals does so. Only Christ proves worthy to open the scroll, 
because his witness and death have made the coming of God’s 
kingdom possible. v. 5, two traditional titles for the Davidic 
Messiah, from Isa 11:10 and Gen 49:9, both suggest the 
militant Messiah who would conquer his enemies. Note that 
‘conquer’ is here used absolutely, as in the promises to the 
conquerors in the seven messages. v. 6, John has heard of a 
lion, but sees a lamb looking as if it had been slaughtered. The 
titles ofv. 5 are thus reinterpreted: Jesus is the victor over evil, 
but the way he achieves victory is through sacrificial death. 
The Lamb—from this point on Revelation’s major Christolo- 
gical image—is the passover lamb, belonging to the new 
exodus imagery (cf. 1:5b with 5:9—-10), with probable allusion 
also to Isa 53:7. His relationship to the divine throne is not 
clear, but 7:17 (cf. 3:21) shows that he must be on the throne, 
sharing the divine sovereignty, which his death has made him 
worthy to exercise. Both his seven horns and his seven eyes 
symbolize the seven Spirits of God (i.e. the Holy Spirit). The 
horns are a standard image of power (cf. the horns of the 
dragon and the beasts: 12:3; 13:1, 11; 17:12—-13), while the seven 
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eyes of God (Zech 4:10) symbolize not only God’s ability to see 
what happens everywhere, but also his power to act wherever 
he chooses (2 Chr 16:7—9; Zech 4:6). Thus they are here the 
power of God’s Spirit, now the Spirit of Christ sent out into all 
the world to make the Lamb’s victory effective everywhere. v. 9, 
a ‘new song’ celebrates a fresh divine act of redemption (cf. 
14:3; Ps 98:1; Isa 42:10). For the exodus imagery, cf. 1:5-6. The 
fourfold formula for all the nations (‘every tribe and language 
and people and nation’) occurs seven times (four is the num- 
ber of the earth, seven of completeness) in varying forms (7:9; 
IO‘II; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15) and reflects Gen 10:20, 31; Dan 
7:13. It is of key importance in Revelation’s hope for the 
conversion of all the nations. The church is drawn from all 
the nations (5:9; 7:9) in order to bear suffering witness to all 
the nations (11:9; 14:6) who are subject to the rule of the beast 
(13:7) and Babylon (17:15). v. 10, some MSS have ‘they reign’ for 
‘they will reign’; the latter accords with 20:4—6; 22:5. vv. 11-13, 
the circle of worshippers expands from v. 8 to v. 11 and en- 
compasses the whole creation in v. 13, anticipating the final 
implementation of the Lamb’s victory in God’s universal reign 
(cf. Phil 2:8-11, a close thematic parallel to the whole chapter). 
The worship of the Lamb in v. 12 is parallel to that of God in 
4:11, while in v. 13 worship is offered to both together, ensuring 
that the Lamb is not seen as an alternative object of worship 
(another god) but recipient with God of the honour due to 
God. This heavenly worship before the throne is an unequivo- 
cal indication of the inclusion of Christ in the identity of the 
one God who, for Jewish and Christian faith, is alone entitled 
to worship. It is one of several kinds of expression of very high 
Christology in Revelation (see comments on 1:5b-6, 8). 


The Seven Seals (6:1-8:5) 


(6:1-8) The First Four Seals v. 1, the events which accompany 
the opening of the seals are not the content of the scroll, which 
cannot be read until all the seals are opened. They prepare for 
it. The first four seals recall ‘the beginning of the birth pangs’ in 
Mk 13:7-8. v. 2, that the rider represents Christ (cf. 19:11) or 
the preaching of the gospel is unlikely because the four riders 
of the first four seals form a group. The repetition of the key 
word ‘conquer’ and its absolute use here are suggestive: it 
resembles the Lamb’s victory (5:5—6) and prepares us for the 
beast’s victory (11:7; 13:7). The figure may represent the evil of 
imperial conquest, with the ‘bow’ a reminder of the Parthian 
empire, Rome’s eastern rival. wv. 5-6, this rider represents 
famine, which the information given by the voice charac- 
terizes as severe but not extreme. The judgements are limited 
compared with what will come later. v. 7, the fatal effects of 
pestilence are limited to a quarter of the earth: the escalation 
of judgements is indicated by proportions: cf. 9:7—12 (a third). 
All the evils listed at the end of this verse (cf. Ezek 14:21), 
summarizing the second, third, and fourth seals, could be 
understood as the effects of war, initiated by the rider of the 
first seal. 


(6:9-11) The Fifth Seal v. 9, the earthly temple had two altars: 
one for burnt-offerings in the outer court, where blood sacri- 
fices were offered, and one for incense, in the holy place. 
Revelation knows ofan altar of incense in the heavenly temple 
(8:3, 5; 9:13; 14:18), but does not explicitly refer to an altar of 
burnt-offering (but cf. 16:17). But if the altar of incense is in 
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view here, the location of the souls of the martyrs under it is 
incomprehensible. The blood of sacrifices on the altar of 
burnt-offering was poured out under the altar (e.g. Lev 4:7), 
and soit seems probable that those who have died for bearing 
the witness of Jesus are here seen as having been sacrificed. 
v. 10, their cry is that of the murdered for justice. The prayer, 
‘how long?’—prompted by the disappointingly moderate na- 
ture of the judgements of the first four seals—expresses a 
sense of eschatological delay in God’s giving justice to his 
people (cf. Dan 12:13; Zech 1:12; Ps 79:5). v. 11, the traditional 
Jewish idea of a predetermined number of the elect (4 Ezra 
4:35-7; 2 Apoc. Bar. 23:4-5; 1 Enoch, 47:4) is here integrated 
into the theme of Christian witness as far as death, which will 
be explored further in subsequent passages, beginning with 
ch. 7. Later we shall learn why more martyrs must die; for the 
time being those already martyred are assured of their victory, 
despite appearances, by the white robes (cf. 7:9). 


(6:12-17) The Sixth Seal This passage uses language calcu- 
lated to evoke the impression that now the final coming of 
God to judge the world is occurring (for v. 12, cf. Ezek 38:19- 
23; Hag 2:6; Isa 13:10; Joel 2:10, 31; Zeph 1:15; Mk 13:24; for 
v. 13, cf. Isa 34:4; Mk 13:25; Jer 4:24; for wv. 15-16, cf. Isa 2:10, 
19, 21; Hos 10:8; Lk 23:30; for v.17, cf. Joel 2:11; Nah 1:6; Mal 
3:2). The events of w. 12-13 are not themselves judgements so 
much as heralds of God’s coming as Judge. The ‘wrath of the 
Lamb’ (v. 16) suggests the consequence of not responding to 
God’s sacrificial love. In v. 17 the variant reading ‘his wrath’ 
should be preferred to ‘their wrath’ since Revelation always 
avoids referring to God and Christ as a plurality, with plural 
verbs or pronouns (cf. 11:15; 22:3—4). 


(7:1-17) Interlude: The Sealing of the Elect This passage is an 
intercalation in the numbered series of seven; an even longer 
intercalation will intervene between the sixth and seventh 
trumpet blasts (10:1-11:13). These passages express the experi- 
ence of eschatological delay—and constantly disappointed 
hope—before the end, and their contents explore the mean- 
ing of the delay. Here the expectations raised by the martyrs’ 
cryof ‘how long” (6:10) and by the impression of reaching the 
very brink of the end (6:17) is deliberately dashed by an image 
of judgement held back (7:1). w. 2-3, the sealing indicates 
ownership (as of slaves) and protection (cf. Ezek 9:4—6): they 
are protected in order to serve God as the messianic army. 
vv. 4-8, in the OT a census is always a reckoning of Israel’s 
military strength. The 144,000 are the messianic army of the 
twelve tribes of Israel expected to fight the war against God’s 
enemies in the last days. Judah, the tribe of the Messiah (5:5), 
is numbered first. v. 9, the juxtaposition of w. 4-8 and v. 9 
resembles that of 5:5, 6, with the same distinction between 
what John hears and what he sees. Just as the militant Mes- 
siah is shown to win his victory by sacrificial death, so his 
army is now seen to win their victory by following him in 
martyrdom. They are also redefined as not just Israelites, but 
from all nations, and not numbered but innumerable (thus 
fulfilling the promise to Abraham: Gen 13:6; 15:5; 17:4—6). The 
white robes and palm branches indicate the victory celebra- 
tion of the martyrs in heaven, though the credit and the glory 
are God’s and Christ’s (vv. 10, 12). v. 14, for the great ordeal, cf. 
3:10. The washing of robes in the Lamb’s blood (cf. 22:14) is 
not indicative of their forgiveness or redemption (for which 
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1:5 uses a different metaphor), since it is something they, not 
the Lamb, have done. It alludes to Dan 11:35; 12:10, and refers 
to their death due to faithful following of Jesus on his way to 
the cross. The value of their death is derivative from his. 
Revelation is written as though all faithful Christians are to 
suffer death. This can be understood, not as a literal expecta- 
tion, but as an imaginative way of suggesting that in the 
situation envisaged Christians who avoid idolatry must be 
prepared to die. By now it should be becoming clear that the 
‘conquering’ to which the seven messages called the churches 
is victory through faithful witness tothe point of death. wv. 15-— 
17, the images anticipate the New Jerusalem (cf. 21:3-4, 6; 
22:3), and allude to Isa 49:10; 25:8. That God ‘will shelter 
them’ (v. 15) evokes the tabernacling presence of God with his 
people in the wilderness. Note that in v. 17 the divine roles of 
shepherding (Isa 40:11) and leading to the water (Isa 49:10) 
are ascribed to the Lamb. These are all new exodus images. 


(8:1-5) The Seventh Seal Revelation uses a literary interlock- 
ing device especially here and in 15:1-4. The account of the 
seventh seal is in wv. 1, 3-5, while v. 2 is the beginning of 
the sequence of seven trumpet-blasts which follows. The im- 
pression is that the seven trumpet-blasts are included in the 
seventh-seal opening. wv. 1, 3, the silence is part of the liturgy 
of the heavenly temple. According to Jewish tradition, at the 
time of the incense-offering (v. 2) the heavenly worshippers 
fall silent so thatthe prayers of people on earth can be heard in 
heaven. The heavenly incense assists the prayers of the saints 
to reach God, as the incense from the earthly temple was 
thought to do. v. 5, the prayers are for the coming of the end, 
and so the response is judgement on earth (fire, seen again in 
8:7). The storm phenomena indicate the eschatological theo- 
phany of God the Judge (cf. 4:5) and the correspondence with 
1r:19 shows that 8:5 already includes proleptically all the 
judgements of the seven trumpet-blasts (concluding in 11:19). 


The Seven Trumpets (8:6—11:19) 


(8:6-12) The First Four Trumpets Trumpets were used in holy 
war against Israel’s and God’s enemies, herald divine judge- 
ment (e.g. Joel 2:1), and feature especially in the story of the 
fall of Jericho (Josh 6), which makes them appropriate in 
Revelation, although we do not yet know that these judge- 
ments will lead tothe fall of another great city (16:19). Likethe 
first four seals, the first four trumpet-blasts form a quartet. 
They affect the four regions of God’s creation: earth, sea, fresh 
water, heavens (cf. 14:7), and each affects a third part only ofits 
region (note the emphatic repetition of ‘third’ throughout). 
This represents an intensification of judgement after the seals 
(cf. 5:8), but these are still limited judgements, aimed at 
repentance (cf. 9:20-1). To those who worship parts of 
the creation as idols, they demonstrate that the true God 
is the Creator who has power over his creation (cf. 14:7). 
They are also modelled on the plagues of Egypt, making 
them the judgements that prepare for the new exodus. 


(8:13-9:11) The Fifth Trumpet v. 13, the message of the eagle 
designates the last three trumpet-blasts as a group of three 
woes. This and the other markers indicating the sequence of 
the woes (9:12; 11:14) keep the reader strongly aware of the 
(slow) progress through these terrifying plagues towards the 
end. v. 1, whereas the first four trumpet-blasts attacked, not 
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humans directly, but their sources of life, the fifth and sixth 
attack humans directly. v. 2, the image of the fallen star 
suggests an evil angel, allowed, like other evil agents in the 
various judgements in Revelation, to wreak evil as a form of 
divine judgement. The abyss (‘bottomless pit’) in Revelation is 
not the place of the dead (Hades) or the place of the final 
punishment of the wicked (the lake of fire), but the abode and 
source of supernatural evil (11:7; 17:8; 20:1-3). v. 3, the locusts 
are a demonized version of the army of locusts in Joel (2:1-11). 
v. 5, the period and the prohibition of killing show that this is 
again a limited judgement, whose purpose is to bring about 
repentance. v. 11, Abaddon is an OT term for the underworld, 
sometimes personified (Job 28:22). It means ‘destruction’, but 
John translates in a personal form: Apollyon (‘destroyer’), with 
perhaps an allusion to the Greek god Apollo, and the emperor 
Nero's claim to be a manifestation of Apollo. Cf. also ‘the 
destroyer’ responsible for the last plague of Egypt (Ex 12:23). 


(9:12-21) The Sixth Trumpet v. 13, the reference to the altar of 
incense in heaven links this judgement again to the prayers of 
the saints (8:3-5). v. 14, this picture of judgement plays on the 
Roman empire’s fear of invasion from the east (cf. 16:12). The 
angels are evil angels released from previous restraint. v. 17, 
an army of demonic cavalry is described. v. 20, even this 
deadly judgement has been aimed at the repentance of the 
rest of humanity, but unsuccessfully. v. 21, cf. 21:8; 22:15; this 
emphatic statement of the failure of even the most severe 
judgements to bring humanity to repentance prepares for 
the revelation, in ch. 11, of a different divine strategy to that 
end. 


(10:1-11) Interlude: (a) The Scroll Given to John As between 
the sixth and seventh seals, so between the sixth and seventh 
trumpet-blasts, an interlude addresses the reason for the delay 
of the final judgement. v. 1, this most awe-inspiring of the 
angels in Revelation (‘another’ in relation to the angel of 5:2) is 
the most important because he is the one who transmits to 
John the revelation he has received from Christ (1:1; 22:16). 
v. 2, though most commentators think otherwise, there are 
good reasons for thinking that this is the scroll of 5:1-9. The 
content of that scroll, available only when its seven seals have 
been opened (8:1), has not yet been revealed. The scroll in ch. 
to is already open (v. 2): its contents can be knownonly when 
it has been ingested by John (10:8-11). The process of trans- 
mission—from God to Christ (5:7) and from the angel to John 
(10:8-10)—corresponds to that described in 1:1. Moreover, 
John’s use of an OT model for his account of the scroll (Ezek 
2:8-3:3) begins in 5:1 (cf. Ezek 2:9—10) and continues in 10:8- 
to (cf. Ezek 3:1-3). The reason most commentators have not 
regarded the scroll of ch. 10 as the same as that in ch. 5 is that 
the former is called a ‘little scroll’ (biblaridion) in 10:2, 9-10, 
while the latter is a ‘scroll’ (biblion). But it is clear that John 
makes no absolute distinction between the two terms, since 
the scroll of ch. 10 is also called a biblion in v. 8. The words 
could be used interchangeably. The reason biblaridion is pre- 
dominately used in ch. 10 is probably thatthe scroll has now to 
be portrayed as small enough for John to eat (vv. 9-10). v. 3, for 
the lion’s roar, cf. Am 3:8. The seven thunders (echoing Ps 29, 
where the thunder of God’s voice is mentioned seven times) 
must be another series of warning judgements, more severe 
than the seals and the trumpet-blasts. With the seven bowls 
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(15:5-16:21), there would then have been four series of seven 
judgements each, indicating complete judgement (seven for 
completeness) on the earth (symbolized by four). v. 4, they are 
revoked (cf. Mk 13:20: God will ‘cut short’ the days of escha- 
tological tribulation), and are not to be the content of John’s 
prophecy. Instead of more warning judgements, there is to be 
something else: the content of the scroll. w. 5-7, the angel’s 
solemn declaration, alluding to Am 3:8 and Dan 12:6-7, im- 
plicitly responds to the question ‘How long?’ which has been 
in readers’ minds since 6:10. The final period of history, 
revealed to Daniel as ‘a time, times and half a time’ (i-e. three 
and a half years: Dan 12:7; cf. Rev 11:2, 3) is now to begin at 
once, and for the first time the true nature of the events of this 
period, the way they will contribute to the final coming of 
God’s kingdom, will be revealed by the scroll. v. 10, like 
Ezekiel’s scroll (3:3), John’s is sweet to taste, but, unlike Eze- 
kiel’s, bitter when swallowed—probably because it concerns 
the suffering of God’s people. v. 11, previously John had pro- 
phesied to and about the churches (1:11-3:22); now he is to 
prophesy about the nations, and perhaps to the nations in the 
sense that his prophecy now describes the church’s prophetic 
witness to the nations (11:3-13). The fourfold description ofthe 
nations (see comment on 5:9) indicates that the fulfilment of 
Dan 7:9 is the subject. 


(11:1-13) Interlude: (b) The Content of the Scroll This section 
contains the content of the scroll in nuce. Later chapters will 
greatly expand on it, but the essential message of the scroll is 
given here, in two parts (vv. 1-2 and 3-13) linked by their 
respective versions of Daniel’s reckoning of the final period 
of history as three and a half years (vv. 2, 3). vv. 1-2, this 
difficult passage derives from interpretation of Dan 12:6-7; 
8:11-14; Zech 12:3. The temple proper (the holy of holies and 
the holy place, containing the altar of incense), with the 
priests who alone worship in it, is to be measured, but the 
outer court, where the people worship, and the city in which 
they live are left to be trampled by the nations. The meaning of 
this imagery, taken from Daniel, becomes clear as Revelation 
proceeds. The temple and city represent the church. The 
inner, hidden reality of the church as a kingdom of priests 
(1:6; 5:10) who worship God in his presence is distinguished 
from the outward experience of the church exposed to perse- 
cution by the kingdom of the nations. In the coming great 
persecution, the church will be kept safe in its inner reality (cf. 
already 7:1-8, where the counting parallels the measuring 
here), while outwardly destroyed (cf. 12:13-17). vv. 3-13 give a 
second symbolic narrative of the events of the final period of 
history, parallel to w. 1-2 but going further into the distinctive 
revelation given by the scroll. wv. 3-4, like the seven lamp- 
stands of chs. 2-3, the two lampstands (also called olive trees, 
following Zech 4:1-14) here represent the church. They are 
two because adequate witness requires two witnesses (Deut 
19:15); and so their number shows not that they are only part 
of the whole church, but thatthey represent the whole church 
in its role of prophetic witness to the world. This is the role 
that the seven churches of chs. 2-3 will fulfil—the task to 
which they are called in the coming of God’s kingdom—if 
they heed Christ’s advice and ‘conquer’. w. 5-6, the two 
prophets are modelled on Moses and Elijah (both on both, not 
one on each; cf. 2 Kings 1:10—12; 1 Kings 17:1; Ex 7:14-24), the 
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two great OT prophets who confronted pagan idolatry, Moses 
atthe Exodus, Elijah in thetime of Jezebel (cf. 2:20). The judge- 
ments they command \v. 6) recall those of chs. 6, 8-9, and are 
no more effective in producing repentance. v. 7, the beast 
appears for the first time, anticipating his full introduction 
in ch. 13, along with his characteristic activity of conquering 
the saints (13:7). v. 8, the witnesses follow Jesus in his faithful 
witness as far as death. The city recalls Jerusalem (cf. Isa 1:10), 
Egypt, and Babylon (cf. 17:18): it is every city in which the 
church bears suffering witness. v. 9, the three days of the story 
of Jesus are modified to make the apocalyptic number three 
and a half (cf. 12:14). The fourfold formula makes clear the 
universality of the prophets’ witness to all nations. v. ro, a 
reversal of Esth 9:19, 22: there the people of God rejoice over 
the slaughter of their enemies, here the opposite leads para- 
doxically to their victory and conversion of their enemies. 
wv. II-12, as they followed Jesus in his death, so they share in 
his triumph over death. This is their public vindication. The 
truth of their witness, thought to have been refuted by their 
death, is now seen to have been evidenced by their faithful- 
ness to death and vindicated by God in their triumph over 
death. v. 13, the reaction of ‘the rest’ corresponds with 14:6-7 
and contrasts with 9:20-1 (cf. 16:9—11): itis therefore genuine 
repentance and acknowledgement of the one true God. The 
arithmetic is symbolic: in judgements announced by OT 
prophets ‘the remnant’ (‘the rest’) spared are only a tenth 
part (Isa 6:13; Am 5:3) or seven thousand (r Kings 19:18). 
Here the reverse occurs: seven thousand killed and nine- 
tenths spared. The novelty of the witness of the two, by 
comparison with their OT predecessors, is thus dramatized: 
not so much judgement as conversion is the effect. Where the 
preaching of repentance, with judgements alone as evidence, 
had failed (v. 6), when fulfilled in witness to the point of death, 
participating in Jesus’ witness and victory through and over 
death, the prophetic ministry of the church will effect the 
conversion of the nations to God. This is the heart of the 
revelation contained in the scroll, the heart of Revelation’s 
message: that the church redeemed from all nations is called 
to suffering witness which, by virtue of its participation in 
Jesus’ sacrificial witness, can bring the nations to repentance 
of idolatry and conversion to the true God. In this way—as 
Jesus’ witness is extended universally in the life and death, as 
well as the preaching, of the church—God’s kingdom can 
come to the nations as salvation, rather than judgement. 
This message will be portrayed at greater length in chs. 12-15. 


(11:14-19) The Seventh Trumpet In this section the end itself, 
the coming of God’s kingdom, is finally reached, though the 
description of it is provisional and will be expanded later. v. 15, 
the words of the voices allude to Ps 2. 17. For ‘who are and who 
were’, cf. 1:4, 8; 4:8; since it is God’s eschatological coming 
which is here being celebrated, ‘who is to come’ is omitted 
(also in 16:5). v. 18, the opening words again echo Ps 2:1-3. 
The events here celebrated run forward as far as ch. 20. The 
‘destroyers of the earth’ are later revealed as the dragon, the 
beast, and the harlot of Babylon (cf: 19:2), who are ruining 
God’s creation with their violence, oppression, and idolatrous 
religion. Their destruction is an example of the eschatological 
lex talionis, which matches punishment to crime by describ- 
ing both in the same words. The Greek diaphtheird means 
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both ‘destroy’ (cause to perish) and ‘ruin’ (corrupt with evil); 
its use here parallels the same double meaning in Hebrew in 
Gen 6:11-13, 17. As at the Flood, God’s faithfulness to his 
creation requires that he destroy its destroyers in order to 
preserve it. v. 19, from the heavenly presence of God come 
the phenomena of theophany and judgement, in the formula 
first used in 4:5, expanded in 8:5 (seventh seal), again here 
(seventh trumpet), and yet again in 16:17—21 (seventh bowl). 


The Story of God’s People in Conflict with Evil (12:1-15:4) 


(12:1-6) The Woman, the Dragon and the Child Unlike other 
beginnings of sections there is no literary link back into what 
precedes. A new start is made, with a partly new cast of 
characters, but from this different starting-point a fuller ver- 
sion of the message of 11:3-13 will be told and will converge 
again on the end already reached at the end of ch. 11 v. 1, a 
fresh OT background is evoked here: the age-long conflict 
between ‘the ancient serpent’ (v. 9) or dragon and the woman 
and her offspring, and the promise of eventual victory for the 
offspring, not without suffering violence from the serpent 
(Gen 3:15). The serpent of Eden is identified as also the sea- 
monster or dragon Leviathan, destined for eschatological de- 
feat by the sword of God (Isa 27:1). In extra-biblical tradition 
(cf. Ps 74:14) he had seven heads (cf. v. 3). By fusing the two 
figures of the Genesis serpent and the eschatological 
Leviathan, Revelation has created a new image of ultimate 
evil. For many of the first readers, pagan mythological themes 
and stories would also be evoked by 12:1-6, especially the story 
of Apollo and the Python, a dragon who threatened Apollo's 
mother at the time of his birth and was later slain by him. 
From both OTand pagan precedents, the passage would raise 
the readers’ expectation that the divine child will eventually 
destroy the dragon. Jesus’ mother Mary is scarcely in view in 
the symbolic, not historical, account of his birth and immedi- 
ate rapture to heaven (v. 5); rather, as her crown of twelve stars 
shows, the woman in the sky is the people of God (both Israel 
and the church). v. 3, not Mary’s pregnancy so much as the 
sufferings of Israel from which the Messiah came (and which 
he bore) (cf. Mic 5:3). v. 4, the dragon’s heads and horns are the 
model for the beast’s (13:1) and challenge the Lamb’s seven 
horns (5:6). The seven crowns represent the fullness of rule, 
suggesting the dragon is the power behind all idolatrous 
human tule. Cf. Dan 8:10. The stars, as in 1:20, may be angelic 
representatives of the people of God, so that the dragon’s 
action against them represents inflicting suffering on Israel 
on earth. v. 5, cf. Ps 2:8—9. v. 6, this anticipates v. 14. The same 
time period is given in days (11:3 and here), months (11:2; 13:5), 
and ‘times’ (i.e. years: 12:14). Derived from Daniel (7:25; 12:7, 
II, 12), itis the period of the final great conflict of God’s people 
and God’s enemies, the church and the beast. The ambiguity 
of this period (who are the real victors?) is reflected in the 
usage of temporal terms: as 42 months it is the beast’s period, 
for trampling and rule (11:2; 13:5); as 1,260 days it is the 
church’s period, for prophesying and protection (11:3; 12:6). 

(12:7-12) Michael and the Dragon v. 7, the archangel Michael 
is the heavenly representative of the people of God (Dan 10:13, 
21; 12:1), and sohis defeat of the dragon in heaven corresponds 
to the victory of the martyrs on earth (v. 11). Here the heavenly 
victory is depicted in military terms, the earthly in forensic 
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terms (wv. 10-11: ‘accuser’, ‘testimony’). Revelation frequently 
alternates or mixes the two fields of imagery. v. 9, from here 
onwards the deceit practised by the powers of evil is promin- 
ent (cf. 13:14; 16:13; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3, 8; 21:27; 22:15; cf. 3:9). It 
is by exposing this deceit that the witness of the martyrs 
constitutes victory over evil. v. 10, cf. 11:15. The devil’s original 
role was as prosecuting counsel in the heavenly court (Zech 
3:1; Job 2), but often, as here, acting maliciously and decep- 
tively. v. 11, for the first time, the ‘conquering’ by the martyrs 
has an object; cf. 15:2. The relationship of martyrdom to the 
cross is clear here (cf. 7:14): by maintaining their witness even 
to the point of death the Christian martyrs follow Jesus to 
death and so win a victory dependent on his. v. 12, the devil’s 
rage is nota sign of his power, but of the fact that he is already 
defeated. Heaven, earth, and sea are prominent in chs. 12-13: 
thrown out of heaven, the dragon empowers one beast from 
the sea and another from the earth. 


(12:13-17) The Dragon and the Woman The narrative depicts, 
like 11:1-2, the spiritual protection of the church (the woman 
in the wilderness) during the period of conflict with the beast, 
even while outwardly the church suffers persecution (the 
dragon makes war on the woman’s children). v. 14, the eagle’s 
wings (Ex 19:4; Deut 32:11; Isa 40:31) and the wilderness are 
exodus motifs. v. 17, the ‘testimony of Jesus’ (also 1:9; 19:10) 
seems to be, not witness to Jesus, but the witness Jesus bore. 


(12:18-13:10) The Monster from the Sea v. 18, this statement 
connects the dragon with the appearance of the beast, to 
whom he now delegates what power he has. 13:1-2, the sea 
is here the sphere of primeval chaos, the source of evil, an 
alternative image to the abyss (cf. 11:7). It is the appropriate 
source for the beast whose dominant characteristic is vio- 
lence. The scene is modelled on Daniel’s vision of four beasts 
representing the four great world empires (Dan 7:1-8). The 
fourth, the most terrifying, is the last empire, whose rule is 
replaced by the kingdom of the Son of Man and his people. 
Revelation’s beast also fills this role but is described in terms 
drawn from all four of Daniel’s beasts. It is the empire which 
sums up and surpasses all the violent and oppressive empires 
of history. As will become clear it is the Roman empire of 
John’s time, but portrayed with the eschatological hyperbole 
that creates a symbol of idolatrous political power available for 
reapplication whenever and wherever it suits. The seven 
heads are the sum of all the heads of Daniel’s beasts, but 
they also indicate totality. They represent, as later explained 
(17:9), the complete series of Roman emperors in whom the 
beast’s power is invested. The ten horns derive from Daniel’s 
fourth beast, but Revelation gives them crowns to identify 
them as kings (cf. 17:16). The blasphemous names are the 
divine titles, such as ‘Son of God’ and ‘Lord and God’, as- 
sumed by the Roman emperors. 13:3, the account of the beast, 
as well as continuing to draw on Dan 7, has two other major 
features: it provides a theological interpretation of the recent 
history of the empire, and it depicts the beast as an idolatrous 
parody of Jesus Christ. When one of the beast’s heads is said to 
be ‘as if slaughtered’, precisely the same phrase is used as in 
5:6, where it indicates the sacrificial death of the Lamb. The 
beast’s mortal wound and its healing are a satanic parody of 
the death and resurrection of Christ. They also refer to Nero, 
the Roman emperor in whom the anti-Christian character of 
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the empire had been most apparent so far, since he was the 
first emperor to persecute the church (only within the city of 
Rome, but including the martyrdoms of Peter and Paul). The 
reference to a mortal wound to one of the beast’s heads, 
inflicted with a sword (v. 14), probably alludes to Nero’s suicide 
with a dagger, while also suggesting a judgement inflicted by 
the sword of God. But whereas it is a head (an emperor) which 
receives the wound, it is the beast itself that recovers (‘its [i-e. 
the beast’s] mortal wound was healed’). The historical refer- 
ence is to the death-blow which the imperial power received 
from Nero's death, since it precipitated the period of civil war 
and chaos (‘the year of the four emperors’) in which the very 
survival of the empire was at risk. The healing of the beast’s 
wound alludes to the establishment by Vespasian of the Fla- 
vian dynasty which restored the imperial power all the more 
securely in the later part of the first century, to the ‘amaze- 
ment ofthe whole earth’. 13:4, itis theapparent invincibility of 
the empire, all the more impressive after its recovery, to which 
the people of the empire spontaneously respond with worship 
offered to the emperors (the beast) and to the gods of Rome 
who grant them success (here equated with the dragon). In 
the Greek east of the empire, the imperial cult was not im- 
posed from above, but organized by the local authorities, as an 
appropriate response to Rome’s godlike power and the bene- 
fits ofits rule. Revelation’s prophetic purpose here is to expose 
the idolatry involved in this deification of brutal political and 
military power. The question asserting the incomparability of 
the beast is a satanic parody of OT expressions of the unique- 
ness of God (e.g. Ex 15:11; Isa 40:25). 

13:5-6, the language reflects Dan 7:6, 8, 25. The beast’s 
power, though given bythe dragon (v. 2), can only be exercised 
by God’s permission (v. 5); cf. 6:2, 4, 8; 9:5; 13:7, 15. 13:74, the 
language was anticipated in 11:7. The paradox of martyrdom 
appears in the contrast between this statement and 15:2. From 
the earthly perspective it appears that the beast has won; 
from the heavenly perspective it is seen that the martyrs 
have won. The contrast is between victory by brute force and 
victory by witness to the truth, even at the cost of life. 13:7b-8, 
with reference tothe Roman empire such universal language 
is hyperbolic (cf. Dan 4:1), but the imperial propaganda itself 
used such language, ignoring the Parthian empire to the east. 
Such hyperbole also allows the images to transcend their 
immediate reference to the world contemporary with Revela- 
tion. The phrase ‘from the foundation of the world’, which 
older translations relate to ‘slaughtered’, should almost cer- 
tainly, as 17:8 shows, be related to ‘written’. 13:9, as in 2:7 (etc.) 
an appeal for discerning attention by the readers is made. 
13:104, there are variant readings; probably best is: ‘If anyone 
is to be taken into captivity, into captivity he or she must go; if 
anyone is to be killed by the sword, by the sword he or she 
must be killed’ (cf. Jer 15:2; 43:11). In other words, Christians 
who remain faithful in the circumstances just described must 
expect to suffer. 13:10), cf. 14:12: endurance and faithfulness 
are what are required for ‘conquering’ the beast. The tempta- 
tion to worship the beast and to see its power as irresistible 
(v. 4) was one to which many of Revelation’s first readers were 
in danger of succumbing (cf. chs. 2-3). 


(13:11-18) The Monster from the Land v. 11, this second beast, 
also called the false prophet (16:13; 19:20; 20:10), represents 
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the priesthood of the imperial cult, which included prominent 
members of the élite of the cities. The imagery suggests that 
outwardly its power appears innocent, butits seductive speech 
reveals its inner realityas demonic. Ifthe first beast is a parody 
of Christ, the second is a parody of the Spirit-inspired proph- 
etic witness of the church (11:36). v. 13, the signs parody those 
of 11:5-6, and (like v. 15a) refer to the apparent miracles 
engineered in the temples. v. 14, the image no doubt refers 
to statues of the emperor and the Roman gods. Most of these 
were erected on the initiative of the local authorities, not by 
Roman governors. vv. 15-17, the universal enforcement of 
worship of the beast goes beyond the historical reality at the 
time of Revelation (when there could certainly be considerable 
social pressure to participate in the imperial cult), but indi- 
cates where the logic of imperial idolatry would lead as the 
conflict between God and his demonic opponents comes to a 
head. The mark of the beast is a parody of God’s seal of own- 
ership on the foreheads of faithful Christians (7:3; 14:1). The 
reference to buying and selling reflects the fact that it was 
particularly in order to participate in the business life of the 
cities that Christians were tempted to compromise with idol- 
atry. v. 18, since Greek or Hebrew letters also functioned as 
numbers, it was possible to add up the numerical value of a 
word—a practiceknownas gematria. This verse says that ‘the 
number of the beast’ is also ‘the number of a person’ and 
that both are 666. The Greek word used for beast (thérion), 
transliterated into Hebrew letters, has the value 666, as 
does the name Nero(n) Caesar, written in Hebrew script. 
The implication is that Nero’s very name reveals his true 
nature to the discerning. The verbal link with 17:9 suggests 
there is even more to the significance of the number. 
The number 666 has the unusual characteristic of being not 
only what the ancients called a triangular number (it is the 
sum of all the numbers up to 36), but also a doubly triangular 
number (36 is the sum of all the numbers up to 8). It is the 
eighth such number (in the series 1, 6, 21, 55, 120, 231, 406, 
666). So for those familiar with ancient numerology, Nero is 
also revealed to be ‘the eighth’, with a significance ch. 17 will 
develop. 


(14:1-5) The Lamb and the 144,000 v. 1, this is the army (see 
REV 7:2-3) of the Lamb ready for battle with the beast. ‘Mount 
Zion’ alludes to Ps 2:6. For the names (indicating ownership), 
cf. 3:12. v. 3, for the new song, cf. 5:9. v. 4, they are not literally 
all adult celibate males. The image is part of the imagery of 
holy war, for which soldiers had to keep themselves free of the 
ritual defilement incurred by sex (1 Sam 21:5—6). This is used 
as an image of the moral probity (cf. v. 5) required of Chris- 
tians (female as wellas male) who follow the Lamb in his path 
of faithful witness to death. The first fruits are the first part of 
the harvest dedicated to God in sacrifice (Lev 23:9-14). The 
image implies that the rest of the harvest—the nations con- 
verted to God by the martyrs’ witness—will follow, as depicted 
in 14:14-16. v. 5, there is probably allusion to both Isa 53:9 and 
Zeph 3:13 (the verbal correspondence of the two texts shows 
that the Messiah’s people resemble him in his total lack of 
deceit), as well as contrast with the guile of the forces of evil 
(12:9; 13:14; 6:13). ‘Blameless’ really means ‘without physical 
defect’: the requirement for sacrificial animals or for soldiers 
in the holy war, used metaphorically here. 
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(14:6-13) Three Angelic Messages and a Voice from 
Heaven vv. 6-11, the angels symbolize the effect on the na- 
tions oftheconfrontation oftheforces ofthe beastandthe Lamb. 
By contrast with the eagle (8:13), their messages are positive. 
wy. 1-2, the invitation to all nations to repent and worship 
God (cf. 11:13) alludes to Ps 96. v. 3, the good news of Babylon’s 
fall anticipates the account of Babylon in 16:19—18:24, just as 
the initial reference to the beast (11:7) anticipated his 
introduction in ch. 13. Cf. Isa 21:9; Jer 25:15-16; 51:7-8; Dan 
4:30. In the OT Babylon is the greatest of the world powers 
who subjugated and exiled the people of God, and is closely 
associated with the imagery of new exodus in Isa 40-55. In 
Revelation she stands for, not the political and military power 
of Rome (the beast), but the city of Rome (see chs. 17-18), with 
its economic, cultural, and religious influence on the empire. 
For ‘the wine of the passion [thumos can also mean wrath, as in 
v. 10] of her fornication’ (lit. tr.) cf. 17:2; 18:3: the reference is to 
the promise of economic prosperity whereby she entices the 
nations into association with her, a promise which intoxicates, 
so that her clients are oblivious ofthe risk of divine judgement 
incurred. v. ro, the first image of punishment is an example of 
eschatological lex talionis (see comment on 11:18): those who 
drank the wine of Babylon’s passion (thumos) will drink the 
wine of God’s wrath (thumos). ‘Fire and sulphur’ allude to the 
paradigmatic judgement on Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 
19:24; and cf. Isa 34:9). The torment consists in remorseful 
recognition of truth and holiness. v. 11, the image is from Isa 
34:9-10, the judgement on Edom, enemy of OT Israel who, 
though never named in Revelation, serves implicitly as a 
precedent for Rome. Revelation’s use of such imagery (cf. 
19:3, 20; 20:10, 15) resists translation into prosaic literal 
terms. The ‘no rest day or night’ (from torment) corresponds 
verbally with the ceaseless praise of the living creatures (4:8), 
as well as contrasting with the ‘rest’ promised to the saints in 
v. 13. v.12, cf. 13:10. The threat of vw. 9-10 isa warning not least 
toChristians, whoneed ‘endurance’ if theyaretoavoid worship- 
ping the beast. v. 13, the Spirit’s words are a prophetic oracle 
given to Johnin response to the heavenly voice (cf. 2:7 etc.). 


(14:14-20) The Harvest of the Earth and the Vintage of the 
Earth The messages of the angels have given the nations the 
opportunity to respond to the witness of the martyrs in repent- 
ance (14:7) or to face the judgement of God (vv. 9-11). To these 
two possibilities correspond the two images of the end that 
now follow, two different forms (taken from Joel 3:13) of the 
traditional eschatological image of harvest: the grain harvest 
(vv. 14-16) and the vintage (wv. 17-20). The first, which takes 
up the harvest image from 14:4, is a positive image of the 
gathering of the nations into the messianic kingdom, while 
the second, taking up the image of wine from 14:8, Io, is a 
negative image of the judgement of the unrepentant nations. 
Thus the response of the nations to the proclamations of the 
angels is left open to two final possibilities: salvation or judge- 
ment. This passage is an important corrective to the tendency 
of commentators to allow only one of these possibilities as the 
message of Revelation. v. 14, there is a precise allusion to Dan 
7:13-14, depicting Christ (cf. 1:13) coming on the clouds to 
God, not as judge, but to receive his dominion over all nations 
(hence the golden crown). wv. 15-16, the harvest here consists 
in the single action of reaping, not the following acts of 
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threshing and winnowing. Whereas the latter are commonly 
images of eschatological judgement (e.g. Jer 51:33; Mt 3:12), 
reaping alone is not a natural image ofjudgement and is never 
so used in the Bible, whereas it does occur as a positive image 
of the gathering of people intothekingdom (Mk 4:29; Jn 4:35- 
8). v. 18, the altar and the fire (cf. 8:5) already suggest that this 
image is of judgement. wv. 19-20, unlike the single action of 
reaping the grain harvest, two actions are specified for the 
vintage: gathering the grapes into the winepress and treading 
the winepress (for the latter as image of judgement, cf. Lam 
1:15; Isa 63:3). The exposition of these images is left until 
16:12—-14 (the gathering of the grapes) and 19:15 (the identity 
of the treader of the grapes). 


(15:1-4) The Song of the Conquerors v. 1, while wv. 2-4 are the 
concluding section of the account of the conflict of the forces 
of evil and the forces of God in chs. 12—15, v. 1 already intro- 
duces the angels whose actions are then narrated in 15:5- 
16:21. This is another example of the interlocking device 
already used in 8:1-5. v. 2, the heavenly sea of glass (4:6), 
now mingled with the fire of judgement, is the Red Sea 
through which the martyrs have come in the new exodus. 
They stand beside it, praising God for the victory, as Moses 
and Israel did (Ex 15:1-18). v. 3, since they have conquered by 
the blood of the Lamb (12:11), their song is the Lamb’s as well 
as Moses’. wy. 3-4, the song is an interpretation of the song of 
Moses (Ex 15:1-8), reflecting the themes of that OT passage, 
but using the words of other OT passages with verbal links to 
Ex 15:11; Jer 10:6-7; Ps 86:8-10. The effect is to stress the 
theme that God’s act of judgement and salvation, the Exodus, 
demonstrates his deity to the nations (Ex 15:11-16), and to 
interpret this in terms of the most universalistic hope of the 
OT: that all the nations will come to worship the true God. In 
the context of Rev 15, this is the result of the victory won by the 
martyrs through their faithful witness as far as death. How- 
ever, just as the positive outcome (the grain harvest) is fol- 
lowed by the negative outcome (the vintage) in ch. 14, so this 
vision of the nations converted to the worship of God through 
the witness of the martyrs (15:2—4) is now followed by a picture 
of final judgement on the nations (15:5—16:21) in consequence 
of their rejection of the witness of the martyrs (cf. 16:4—-6). 
The future is portrayed in alternative images—conversion of 
the nations, judgement of the nations—which Revelation 
never reconciles. Since it deals in genuine images, not 
literalistic descriptions, it need not do so. 


The Seven Bowls (15:5-16:21) 


(15:5-16:1) Introduction The anticipatory vision of 15:1— 
which declared these seven plagues to be the last ones—is 
now continued. 15:5 echoes 11:19, indicating that this series of 
seven is related to the seventh trumpet-blast just as the seven 
trumpet-blasts were to the seventh seal. 15:7, the golden bowls 
reflect Isa 51:17, 22-3 (God’s wrath punishing his people’s 
enemies as they had afflicted his people; cf. Rev 16:4-5). 
They are also liturgical vessels described like those of 5:8, 
which contain incense representing the prayers of the saints. 
They therefore make the same point as the related but alter- 
native image in 8:3-5. 15:8, cf. Isa 6:1, 4; Ezek 10:2-4. That no 
one can enter the temple until these plagues are ended 
stresses their finality and also contrasts with 7:9-17. Unlike 
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the series of seals and the series of trumpet-blasts, which 
both had interludes between the fifth and sixth judgement, 
expressing and interpreting the delay of final judgement, this 
series has no such interlude. 


(16:2-11) The First Five Bowls v. 2, like the first four trumpet- 
blasts (8:7-12), the first four bowls fall on the four regions of 
creation: earth, sea, rivers and springs, heavens. But whereas 
the trumpet-blasts were limited, these are total. Again there 
are echoes of the plagues of Egypt (Ex 7-10). v. 5, in Jewish 
angelology, various angels were in charge of the functioning 
of various parts of creation (cf. 14:18). v. 6, an example of 
eschatological lex talionis (see comment on 11:18). v. 7, this is 
thealtar of 6:9, on which the martyrs were sacrificed. v. 9, the 
response of these hardened sinners (also in v. 11) is the oppos- 
ite of 11:13 and 14:7. v. 10, the first judgement to attack the 
power of the beast directly. 


(16:12-16) The Sixth Bowl v. 12, this does not look like a 
judgement at all, until we realize that it prepares for the forces 
of evil to inflict judgement on themselves (cf. Rev 17:12, 16). 
The references tothe Euphrates and kings from the east again 
evoke the contemporary fear or hope of invasion from the east 
(cf. 9:14-19), as well as prophecies of the fall of Babylon (Jer 
50:2, 41; 51:11, 28, 36). There may be a parodic element again, 
suggesting the drying up of the Red Sea or the Euphrates (Isa 
11:15) for God’s people to pass. v. 13, frogs were unclean 
animals (Lev 11:9—12, 41-7). v. 14, this gathering for battle is 
resumed in 19:19. For ‘the great day’ cf. Joel 2:11, 31; Zeph 1:14; 
Rev 6:17. v. 15, this interruption of the narrative by Christ 
addressing the readers, as in chs. 2-3, and a beatitude directs 
the readers’ attention to the urgent relevance to themselves. 
They tooare susceptible to the deceptions of the beastand the 
false prophet, who have their agents in the churches (cf. 2:14, 
20). The simile (cf. 3:3) suggests the unexpectedness of the 
parousia, such that the readers must be at all times ready. 
Otherwise they will be like someone who removes his clothes 
for sleep and when surprised is found naked to his shame. 
v. 16, Harmagedon means ‘mountain of Megiddo(n)’, but is 
problematic since, although Megiddo is a town mentioned 
often in the OT, there is no ‘mountain of Megiddo’.. Probably 
the name derives from Zech 12:11 (‘the plain of Megiddon’), 
since Rev 1:7 alludes to Zech 12:10, 12 with reference to the 
parousia and Zech 12:9 speaks of God’s destruction of the 
nations who come against Jerusalem. Conflation of this pas- 
sage with Ezek 38:17 (to which Rev 19:17 alludes) has pro- 
duced a mountain of Megiddo. In view of the interpretation of 
Zech 12:10-12 in Rev 1:7, it seems that, even at this last 
moment of the eleventh hour, immediately before the very 
last judgement (16:17-21), John hints at the possibility of the 
nations greeting the returning Christ with repentance. 


(16:17-21) The Seventh Bowl v. 17, the voice declares the 
completion of God’s judgement (cf. 15:1); the same words in 
21:6 refer to the completion of the renewal that follows judge- 
ment. wy. 18—21, this is the final and fullest expansion of the 
formula of theophany and judgement (cf. 4:5; 8:5; 11:19). With 
16:5 itshows thatthe whole series of last plagues is included in 
11:19. The earthquake and the plague of hail echo Ezek 38:19- 
22 (and cf. Josh r1o:11). Earthquakes were frequent in the 
province of Asia in this period and mined several cities, 
including Laodicea. The expression ‘such as had not 
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occurred. ..’is an apocalyptic formula deriving from Dan 12:1 
(cf. Mt 24:21; Mk 13:19), though it might also recall the 
plagues of Egypt (Ex 9:18, 24; 10:6; 11:6). The judgement 
affects not only Babylon and the other cities (v. 19), but the 
whole earth (v. 20; cf. 6:14). The description ends, not with the 
death of the still unrepentant sinners, which must be implied, 
but with their cursing of God, making a striking contrast with 
11:13, which is an alternative version of the same eschatolo- 
gical earthquake and its effects. The description of the fall of 
Babylon here (vv. 18-19) is good evidence for not taking 
Revelation’s images literally, since the fall of Babylon is 
differently described in 17:16, as the work of the beast and the 
ten kings, and in 18:8. 


Babylon the Harlot (17:1-19:10) 


(17:1-6a) The Harlot: (a) the Vision Until now Babylon has 
appeared only briefly in 14:8; 16:19; now she is given full 
attention. v. 1, this angel is a characteristic literary link with 
the preceding section, while the reference to the ‘judgement’ 
of the harlot shows that the vision will expand on what was 
briefly mentioned in 16:19. The ‘many waters’ apply literally 
to ancient Babylon (Jer 51:13), hardly to contemporary Rome, 
butthis is whythey are later given an allegorical interpretation 
(17:15). vv. 1-2, harlotry or adultery is an image applied by OT 
prophets to Israel, indicating her unfaithfulness to her hus- 
band YHWH and her devotion to other gods (cf. 2:22). Butthis 
sense of religious apostasy is only appropriate if the image is 
applied tothe people of God. The image has another signifi- 
cance in Isa 23:15—18, where it is applied to Tyre, and Nah 3:4— 
6, where itis applied to Nineveh. Since the account of Babylon 
in ch. 18 alludes not only to OT prophecies about Babylon but 
also to those about Tyre (Isa 23; Ezek 26-8), Isa 23 is probably 
the main source of the image. In both Isa 23 and in Revelation 
itis not with gods that the harlot commits fornication but with 
‘all the kingdoms of the world’ (Isa 23:17; cf. Ezek 27:33) or ‘the 
kings of the earth’ (Rev 17:2; 18:3, 9). In Isa 23 prostitution is 
an image of Tyre’s trading relationships with the nations; in 
Revelation harlotry is similarly an image of Rome’s economic 
relationships withclient kingdoms and others. The basic idea 
is that those who associate with a prostitute pay her for the 
privilege. Babylon, ‘the great whore’ (v. 1), is a rich courtesan, 
whose expensive clothes and jewellery (v. 4) indicate the life- 
style she leads at her clients’ expense. This is an image of 
Rome’s economic exploitation of her empire (as becomes 
especially clear in ch. 18). To those who associate with her 
she offers the supposed benefits of the Pax Romana (the 
conditions for economic prosperity), much lauded in Roman 
propaganda of the period, but these benefits are not what they 
seem. While the local élites may benefit from Rome’s rule, 
many of Rome’s subjects do not, but, dazzled by her glory and 
persuaded by her propaganda, they fail to realize they are 
being exploited. Hence ‘the kings of the earth’ (the local élites) 
enjoy her sexual favours, but ‘the inhabitants of the earth’ are 
intoxicated by her wine (v. 2; cf. the same distinction in 18:2). 
v. 3, for John’s transportation in the spirit (ie. by the agency of 
God’s Spirit), cf. 21:10; Ezek 3:12, 14. The ‘wilderness’ (cf. Isa 
21:1) already anticipates Babylon’s destruction (18:2). It is also 
one of the many parallels and contrasts between Babylon and 
the new Jerusalem, which John will see on a high mountain 
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(21:10). The beast is easily identifiable as that of ch. 3, though 
its colour is a new feature, suggesting royal power or bloody 
oppression (cf. 12:3). Rome’s economic power (the harlot) 
rides on the back of her military and political power (the 
beast). v. 4, the golden cup (cf. Jer 51:7), the outward attrac- 
tiveness of Roman propaganda, contains the abominations of 
the Roman political religion. v. 5, the name Babylon is a 
mystery because it points to the true reality and fate of Rome 
which the vision reveals. Babylon as ‘the mother of whores’ is 
the metropolis to which other urban centres—such as the 
cities in which the seven churches are located—are subject 
(cf. 16:19). v. 6, the two descriptions of Christians seem to 
refer to the same people, not to two groups. It is probably not 
implied that their blood is in the golden cup (v. 4). The harlot’s 
drunkenness has an even more sinister source. Probably 
Nero’s persecution of Christians in the city of Rome is in 
mind, but those whom Rome will put to death in the great 
persecution which Revelation sees coming may be included. 


(17:6b-18) The Harlot: (b) The Interpretation v. 6, John is 
perplexed by the vision. v. 7, the interpretation turns out to be 
as much about the beast as about the harlot, since her fate is 
closely related to the career of the beast. v. 8, in this chapter, 
unlike ch. 13, Revelation takes up the popular expectation that 
the emperor Nero, thought not to be dead but to have fled 
secretly east to the Parthian empire, would return, with allies 
from the east, to wreak vengeance on Rome. This expectation, 
kept alive by a series of pretenders claiming to be the return- 
ing Nero, was a matter of eager hope for many in the eastern 
part ofthe Roman empire, who saw it as the resurgence of the 
power of the east against the west. The expected returning 
Nero was thus a kind of messianic figure. By alluding to this 
myth, Rev 17 can take in a different direction the Christolo- 
gical parody which was a feature of the portrayal of the beast in 
ch. 13. Whereas there the healing of the wound the Roman 
power suffered at the death of Nero parodies the resurrection 
of Jesus, here the return of Nero parodies the parousia of 
Jesus. Thus in v. 8 the beast is twice described in terms which 
echo one of Revelation’s key designations for God: ‘the one 
who was and who is and who is to come’ (1:4, 8). The descrip- 
tion of the beast differs in that the middle term is negative: ‘is 
not’. Unlike God, the beast is not eternal. He has perished 
once already and so his future coming, unlike the parousia of 
Jesus, is unlikely to establish his eternal rule. Whereas Jesus 
will descend from heaven, he will ascend from the abyss and 
go to destruction (v. 8a). He is already doomed and his par- 
ousia will prove a fraud. v. 9, the interpretation of the seven 
heads as mountains makes the identification with Rome, 
famous for its seven hills, unequivocal. v. 10, attempts to use 
this passage to discover which Roman emperor was ruling 
when Revelation was written fail because it is impossible to 
know from which emperor the counting should begin or 
whether all emperors should be counted. It is better to recog- 
nize seven as the number of completeness. The series repre- 
sents the complete sequence of emperors, and the counting 
functions to put the readers near, but not yet quite at the end 
(‘a little while’ is the conventional period of eschatological 
imminence, cf. 6:11; Heb 10:37). There is still one short reign 
to come. v. 11, Nero is the one who belongs to the seven (as a 
past emperor) but is also an eighth (when he returns). This 


1301 


head of the beast is identified with the beast itself (here and in 
v. 8) because Nero most vividly represents the antichristian 
evilofthe imperial power. If seven is the complete sequence of 
emperors, the eighth is a supernumerary, in whom complete- 
ness is surpassed in a final excess of evil, which brings final 
destruction to the imperial power. v. 12, the ten are probably 
‘the kings of the east’ (16:12) who accompany the returning 
Nero on his return. Their ‘one hour’ of co-rule with the beast is 
clear proof that none of Revelation’s time periods should be 
understood literally. v. 14, this anticipates the account of the 
parousia in 19:11—21. As the beast has his allies, so Christ is 
accompanied by his saints (cf. 19:14). v. 16, Revelation here 
exploits the contradiction between the two pagan Roman 
expectations: the admiring belief in Rome’s self-promotion 
as ‘the eternal city’, and the rebellious hope of a conqueror 
from the east who would destroy Rome. Since the latter is the 
returning emperor Nero, the beast’s own last attempt to estab- 
lish his universal dominion itself destroys the eternal city. v. 17, 
evil itself enacts the judgement of God on evil. v. 18, this 
anticipates the appearance of the kings of the earth, mourning 
Babylon’s fall, in 18:9. 


(18:1-3) The Fall of Babylon: (a) The Voice ofan Angel Ch. 18 
draws on all the OT prophetic oracles against Babylon (Isa 
I3:I-14:23; 21:I-10;47; Jer 25:12—38; 50-1) andagainst Tyre (Isa 
23; Ezek 26-8). John’s oracle gathers up all that his prophetic 
predecessors had said against these two cities, in order to 
portray Rome as the culmination of all the evil empires of 
history and therefore subject like them to judgement. (Com- 
pare the way the beast (13:1-2) combines the features of all 
four beasts in Daniel’s vision (Dan 7:3-8).) OT Babylon pre- 
figures Rome’s political supremacy and oppression, but OT 
Tyre prefigures Rome’s economic power and oppression. 
Hence the importance of Ezek 26-8 as a model for John’s 
oracle against Babylon (vv. 9-20). At the same time, prophetic 
precedents are selected and adapted to fit the realities of 
contemporary Rome. v. 2, the cry of the angel in 14:8 is taken 
up and expanded. Demons and unclean animals haunt de- 
serted ruins in OToracles of destruction (Jer 51:37; Isa 13:21-2; 
3.4:1I-I5). v. 3, to the nations and thekings, already in ch. 17’s 
account of Babylon’s harlotry, the merchants, another group 
who, like the local ruling élites, profited from Rome’s dom- 
ination of her empire, are now added. 


(18:4-20) The Fall of Babylon: (b) A Voice from Heaven This 
whole section is spoken by the voice to whichv. 4 refers. v. 4, 
cf. Isa 48:20; Jer 50:8; 51:6. Addressed to Revelation’s first 
readers, who did not live in Rome, this is a summons not to 
physical movement out of Babylon, but to dissociation from 
her evils. It is especially relevant to those Christians who 
belonged or wished to belong to the groups who mourn for 
Babylon in vw. 9-19, who profited themselves from the eco- 
nomic system by which Rome exploited her empire and in 
which the political religion of Rome was inextricably involved. 
v. 5, for ‘heaped high as heaven’, cf. Jer 51:9; the phrase is 
suggestive of the tower of Babel (Gen 11), implying that what 
God prevented humanity completing then is now accom- 
plished in Babylon’s summation of the human desire to rival 
God. For ‘God remembered’, cf. 16:19; Jer 14:10; Hos 7:2; 8:13; 
the expression responds to the complaint that God has for- 
gotten, made by those who suffer injustice and wait for God’s 
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intervention. vv. 6-7, this formulates the principle that the 
punishment fits the crime (see comment on 11:18). ‘Double’ 
(as in Jer 16:18; Isa 40:2) really means ‘fully equivalent’. The 
third command takes up the notion that the cup of Babylon’s 
passion is also the cup of God’s wrath (cf. 14:8, 10; Jer 51:7). 
v. 7b is Rome’s proud—virtually self-deifying—claim to eter- 
nal reign (cf. Isa 47:78). 

v. 9, the three groups of mourners (vv. 9-19) bewail the loss 
of the source of their own power or profit. v. 10, the lament of 
the kings appropriately refers to Babylon as powerful, 
whereas the others refer to her wealth. v. 11, though not of 
high social status, many merchants were among the richest 
men of their time, and wielded much economic power. w. 12— 
13, the list of cargoes has 28 (7 x 4) items, indicating all the 
produce of the whole earth (seven for completeness, four for 
the earth). The model for sucha list is Ezek 27:12-24, but the 
form and contents of the list are quite different. It is a remark- 
ably accurate list of the main imports to the city of Rome at the 
time, especially the most expensive luxuries which the extra- 
vagant tastes of the Roman rich demanded, but also some 
items (wine, oil, wheat) on which the life of the whole city 
depended. Many of the luxuries are those mentioned by 
Roman moralists criticizing the decadence of the Roman 
aristocracy. While those who mourn for Rome profited from 
this trade, on the whole Rome’s luxuries and even her more 
basic imports were bought with the wealth gained from 
conquest, plunder, and taxation of the provinces, or drew 
resources to Rome that were needed in the provinces, or 
exploited local labour. The list is not an admiring view of 
Rome’s civilization, but a precise indictment of her economic 
exploitation and oppression. The end of the list makes this 
clear: ‘slaves, that is, human lives’ (probably better than: 
‘slaves and human lives’). Not only does this indicate that 
slaves, traded as property, are human beings, but as the end 
of the list it suggests the contempt for human life on which all 
Rome’s prosperity and luxury rested. v. 14, this is addressed to 
Babylon by the heavenly voice, as a comment on the list of 
cargoes: it evokes Rome’s addiction to consumption and 
ostentatious display of wealth. v. 16, the description is very 
close to 7:4, demonstrating that Rome’s luxury imports are 
the courtesan’s extravagant profits from her rich clients. v. 17, 
the third group are those employed in the maritime transport 
industry. v. 20, this is not part of the mariners’ lament, butthe 
heavenly voice (v. 4) speaking for itself’ Whereas Babylon’s 
clients mourn, the saints should rejoice, for Babylon’s fall is 
God’s justice in their favour against their oppressor. It is a test 
for Revelation’s Christian readers to realize with which 
perspective they sympathize—that of the earth (vv. 9, 11) and 
the sea (v. 17), or that of heaven (v. 20). 


(18:21-4) The Fall of Babylon: (c) The Voice of Another 
Angel v. 21, a prophetic symbol of Babylon’s fall, modelled on 
Jeremiah’s (51:63-4). vv. 22-3, cf. Jer 25:10; and for ‘your 
sorcery’, cf. Nah 4:3; Isa 47:12. Babylon is guilty of all the 
crimes which, according to 22:15, exclude people from the 
new Jerusalem. v. 24, this depicts Babylon as the culmination 
of all evil empires, held guilty of all their crimes: the kind of 
eschatological hyperbole which enables the image to trans- 
cend its original reference to Rome. It is not only for the 
martyrdom of Christians, but for all the victims of her oppres- 
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sion that Babylon is judged. John’s prophetic critique of Rome 
(the most thoroughgoing in ancient literature) exposes the 
oppressive nature of Roman power, inherent in its deification 
of its power. The martyrdom of Christians serves as a pecu- 
liarly illuminating instance of this. 


(19:1-8) The Fall of Babylon: (d) Voices from Heaven wv. 1-5, 
the full range of voices in heaven praise God for his judge- 
ment of Babylon and exhort God’s servants on earth to do so. 
v. 3 once again mocks Rome’s claim to eternity. vv. 6-8, the 
second voice of a great multitude—more majestically de- 
scribed than that in v. 1 (cf. 14:2)—celebrates the positive 
consequences of Babylon’s judgement. God reigns (contrast 
17:18; 18:7), and the Lamb’s marriage to his chaste bride the 
church (contrast 18:23) takes the place of Babylon’s venal 
promiscuity. These themes look forward to ch. 21. They re- 
mind us at this point that the negative side of God’s eschato- 
logical action—the fall of Babylon—takes place only for the 
sake of the positive. The end of the passage also makes the 
present challenge to Christians clear: the positive corollary of 
coming out of Babylon (18:4) is to be ready for the Lamb as his 
bride. For the image of the church as the bride of Christ, see 
Eph 5:25-7; 2 Cor 11:2. The bride’s clothing (v. 8) has a differ- 
ent meaning from that of the harlot (17:4; 18:16). 


(19:9—-10) John and the Angel v. 9, the common image of the 
eschatological banquet (e.g. Mt 8:11) is here specified as a 
marriage supper (cf. Mt 25:10). v. 10, John mistakes the agent 
of revelation, a servant of God like himself, for the divine 
source of God’s true words (v. 9). The incident is significant 
primarily because it dramatizes the issue of true worship 
which is at stake throughout Revelation. Not the pretenders 
to divine status, like the beast, not even God’s heavenly ser- 
vants the angels may be worshipped, but only God. This is the 
Jewish criterion of monotheism: only God may be wor- 
shipped. Given this passage, it is the more remarkable that 
5:9-14 and 22:3 include Jesus in the worship due to God alone. 
The difficult final statement of v. 1o must mean that when the 
Spirit inspires prophecy (such as John’s) its content is the 
witness Jesus bore and bears (cf. 1:2). 


Transition from Babylon tothe New Jerusalem (19:11-21:8) 


(19:11-21) The Rider from Heaven and his Victory v. 11, the 
open heaven signals a novel stage in the visionary narrative. 
Hitherto John’s visions have revealed the heavenly perspective 
on the earthly situation. They have shown the beast’s power to 
be deceit and the witness of the martyrs the truth. But while 
the beast still contests God’s rule, earthly appearances still 
hide the truth from those unwilling to see it. With the opening 
of heaven, truth prevails openly and irresistibly on earth. All 
illusions and delusions must perish, and those who have 
propagated and still cling to them must perish with them. 
The truth, the heavenly reality of things, comes to earth in the 
person of Jesus, the one who has supremely witnessed to the 
truth of God in his life and death and who is the Word of God 
in person (v. 13). His victory is pictured in two interwoven 
strands of imagery: as military victory and as judicial sentence. 
He comes as the Divine Warrior, riding to victory over his 
enemies (v. 19), and as the Judge whose truthful verdict con- 
demns the wicked. He is called ‘faithful and true’ (v. 11), words 
which in 3:14 (cf. 1:5) describe him as witness. He is no longer 
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witness, but judge. But it is the same truth to which he 
witnessed that now condemns. Witness is double-edged, like 
his sword (1:16, but no longer in 19:15): it wins people from 
lies and illusions to the truth, but when they reject it it 
becomes evidence against those who love lies and cling to 
illusions in the face of the truth (cf. Jn 12:46-9). So the truth 
to which Jesus was the faithful witness is the same truth by 
which he now judges. The end ofv. 11 echoes Isaiah’s prophecy 
of the Messiah as righteous judge on behalf of the oppressed 
(11:4). v.12, cf. 1:14; 2:18, 23: eyes which see the truth of minds 
and hearts. The significance of the unknown name is debat- 
able: perhaps the mystery of his divine identity. v. 13, although 
the image derives from Isa 63:1-3 (cf. Gen 49:9—11), the blood 
must be his own (1:5; 5:9; 7:14; 12:11), since the slaughter of his 
enemies is yet to come (vv. 11-16 describe exclusively his 
qualifications for victory in the battle that follows). It is the 
blood of his faithful witness to the word of God which quali- 
fies him to be the Word of God in person. v. 14, the martyrs 
appear as his army (cf. 17:14): their robes have been washed 
white in his blood (7:14). Their victory in death is vindicated 
through participation in his final victory, but it is unclear 
whether they are active in the destruction of the enemy (cf. 
v. 21; and v. 15 with 2:26—7). v. 15, his weapon is his word: cf. Isa 
11:4, and v. 21. This verse takes up the narratives left hanging 
in 12:5 and 14:19—20, along with their OT sources (Ps 2:8-11; 
Isa 63:1—-6). v. 16, this name, publicly visible, proclaims him 
the one who exercises the absolute divine sovereignty over all 
and comes to establish it against the kings who contest his 
lordship. vv. 17-18, the invitation to the birds, based on Ezek 
39:17—-20, is a gruesome parody of the eschatological banquet, 
the marriage supper of the Lamb (cf. 19:7—9). The birds forma 
literary inclusio round the account of the battle (cf. v. 21). v. 19, 
as well as echoing Ps 2:1-3, this verse takes up the unfinished 
narrative of 16:14. The whole passage, by means of its literary 
links with earlier parts of the book, portrays the parousia’s 
comprehensive finality. v. 20, the final punishment repre- 
sented by the lake of fire (which is the same as ‘the second 
death’: 20:14) is the immediate fate of two of the Satanic 
trinity, but not of the devil himself until 20:10, and not of 
humans until they have appeared before the divine tribunal 
(20:15). The beast and the false prophet, it should be remem- 
bered, are not human individuals but systems of power and 
influence. It is these primarily which are destroyed. Humans 
perish by the truth of God’s judgement (v. 21) only because 
they have thrown in their lot with these systems. 


(20:1-10) The Millennium This passage has been the subject 
of interpretative debate for centuries, and the basis for a very 
diverse tradition of Christian ‘millenarianism’. It is important 
to focus here on the role which the period of a thousand years 
plays in Revelation’s visionary narrative. Some Jewish writ- 
ings contemporary with Revelation portrayed a temporary 
period of messianic rule on earth at the end of history and 
prior to the eschatological renewal of creation (2 Apoc. Bar. 
40:4; 4 Ezra 7:28—9). But John characteristically adapts this 
tradition for his own theological and literary purposes. wv. 1-3, 
just as the dragon appeared in the narrative before the two 
beasts (chs. 12-13), so his story continues after they have gone 
to their doom. He is the ultimate principle of evil, they are no 
more than his historical minions. In ch. 12 he was thrown 
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from heaven to earth, where he deceived the nations; now he 
is imprisoned in the abyss (cf. 9:1), prevented from deceiving 
the nations for an extremely long time (the significance of a 
thousand years; cf. Ps 90:4). vv. 4-6, this is all Revelation says 
about the meaning of the millennium. It is a consequence of 
the victory of truth over the devil’s and the beast’s deceit. So 
that truth may prevail the situation under the beast’s rule is 
reversed: the beast must be seen to be defeated (19:20) and the 
martyrs, his victims, must be seen to be the true victors. As the 
kings of the earth who shared the beast’s usurped rule are 
deprived of their kingdom, so the martyrs now reign with 
Christ (cf. 1:6; 5:10, though the final fulfilment of these prom- 
ises comes in 22:35). The kingdom has been taken from the 
beast and his allies and given to the martyrs. Whereas his 
universal rule lasted three and a half years, they rule the earth 
for a thousand years. Whereas the beast, who killed the 
martyrs, has perished finally in the second death (19:20), 
they come to life and the second death has no power over 
them (vv. 4-6). Rule and life—the two issues on which the 
contest between the beast and the martyrs has hinged—are 
the sole theme of this account of the millennium. It is not 
necessary to understand Revelation’s story of the millennium 
as literal prediction of a period of time following the parousia. 
Rather, it is a symbol of the vindication of the martyrs which 
the parousia must entail. w. 7-10, this passage depends on the 
story of Gog in Ezek 38-9 (where the nations from the 
remotest parts of the earth (38:2—6) gather to attack Israel at 
the centre of the earth (38:12) and are destroyed by fire from 
heaven (38:22)). As a narrative demonstration that the 
triumph of the martyrs in Christ’s kingdom is not one which 
evil can again reverse, the story gives Satan another chance to 
deceive the nations and to defeat the saints. This time the 
citadel of the saints remains impregnable, and the devil goes 
to his final fate (cf. comment on 14:11). 


(20:11-15) The Judgement of the Dead This judgement dif: 
fers from that in 19:17—21 in that it determines the eternal 
destiny of every human individual throughout history. Not 
until this passage is the judgement of the dead which 11:18 
included in the coming of God’s kingdom actually narrated. 
v. 11, God’s judgement seat (white is one of the dazzling 
colours of heaven) is presumably a different throne from the 
one from which he rules the universe (4:2). The cosmic quake 
is the reaction to the theophany, as in 6:12-14, but may also 
anticipate 21:1b. v. 12, forthe books, cf. Dan 7:10; 12:1-2. They 
represent the exposure of the truth of each person’s life so that 
judgement may be passed on it. Judgement ‘according to their 
deeds’ is a formula used throughout the Bible (Ps 62:12; Prov 
24:12; Job 34:11; Jer 17:10; Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6; 1 Pet 1:17; Rev 
22:12). It implies not a legalistic notion of retributive justice, 
butan assessment of the fundamental alignment of person's 
life (either to God and the good, or to evil) as evidenced by their 
deeds. It is not inconsistent with God’s mercy, implied by the 
book of life which, for those whose names are still written in it 
(cf. 3:5), has the last word. v. 123, this image of resurrection, 
found more fully in other ancient Jewish works (e.g. 2 Esd 
7:32), envisages the places of the dead as having been en- 
trusted with them for safekeeping until God requires them 
to return them. The ‘sea’ seems to be the ‘waters under the 
earth’, the primeval chaos (cf. 13:1), mentioned here to prepare 
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the way for 21:1. v. 14, Death and Hades appeared in the 
narrative before the Satanic trinity (1:18; 6:8) and survive 
longer before finally joining them in the lake of fire; cf. 1 Cor 
15:26. 

(21:1-4) The New Heaven and the New Earth v. 1, the expect- 
ation of a new cosmos here echoes Isa 65:17. ‘New’ carries its 
eschatological sense of radically different, but implies a rad- 
ical renewal of the old creation rather than creation from 
nothing (cf. Paul's use of ‘new creation’ in 2 Cor 5:17). Absence 
of sea, if this means the primordial chaos from which the 
beast arises (13:1), implies that the creation is established 
eternally, beyond any threat of reverting to chaos. v. 2, the 
new Jerusalem will be described at length later in the chapter. 
It comes from heaven as the dwelling place of redeemed 
humanity with God—the union of heaven and earth, or of 
the bride with her husband Christ (cf. 19:7—8). v. 3, the words 
echo God’s OT promises to dwell with his own people Israel as 
their God (Ezek 37:27—8; Zech 8:8) andalsothat many nations 
will be his people with whom he will dwell (Zech 2:10-11; cf. 
Isa 19:25; 56:7; Am 9:12). The best text has ‘his peoples’ 
(rather than ‘people’), using in the plural the word commonly 
used of God’s own people (iaoi) rather than the more usual 
word for the other nations or Gentiles (ethné). Now that the 
covenant people (Israel and the church) have fulfilled their 
mission of witness to the nations, all nations will share in the 
privileges and promises of the covenant people. From this 
point two strands run through the account of the new Jerusa- 
lem that follows, one referring to the covenant people, the 
other to the nations. v. 4, cf. Isa 25:7—8. In God’s immediate 
presence on earth all sorrow, suffering, and death are ban- 
ished for ever: this above all is what makes the new cosmos 
new. 


(21:5-8) God Speaks This is the first time since 1:8 that God 
speaks directly (as distinct from ‘a voice from the throne’, a 
phrase which preserves a reverent indirectness). v. 5, ‘making 
all things new’ implies renewal from the creative resources of 
God: the old creation is not replaced by another, but nor can 
the potential of the old creation itself produce its renewal. The 
renewal must come from the Creator. v. 6, cf. comment on 
16:17. In both his first (1:8) and his last words, God declares 
himself the Alpha and the Omega. Here, as he becomes the 
realized goal of his creation, the phrase is stressed by reiter- 
ation in other terms (and in 22:13, where Christ also claims 
the title, it is reiterated yet again). The water (cf. 7:17; 22:1; Isa 
49:10) is the eternal life of the new creation, beyond the reach 
of death, life lived continuously from its source in God. v. 7, 
this is the eighth promise to the conquerors, summing up 
those which end each of the messages to the churches (chs. 2- 
3) and indicating their fulfilment from this point in the narra- 
tive onwards. It is another form of the OT covenant formulary 
(cf. v.3). v. 8 is mainly a warning to those in the churches who 
could be conquerors, but succumb to the idolatrous and sinful 
influences of the society with which they are tempted to 
compromise. To avoid the second death (cf. 2:11) is to come 
out of Babylon (18:4) in which all these sins flourish. 


The New Jerusalem the Bride (21:9-22:9) 


(21:9-14) General View of the City The beginning of this 
section (vv. 9-10) parallels 17:1-3, just as 22:6-9 parallels 
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19:8-10, marking out these two passages about Babylon and 
the new Jerusalem as a pair, and the intervening passage 
(19:11-21:8) as the transition from the destruction of one to 
the arrival of the other. v. 10, the mountain derives most 
obviously from Ezek 40:2, but also evokes the myth of the 
cosmic mountain at the centre of the earth, where God and 
humanity meet, where Paradise was (Ezek 28:14) and will be 
restored (Isa 11:9; 65:25), with which mount Zion was symbol- 
ically identified (Ps 48:2), and where the temple to which all 
nations will be drawn at the end stands (Isa 2:2). Whereas the 
builders of ancient Babylon (Gen 11:1-9) sought to join earth 
to heaven in the self-deifying pride John saw repeated in 
contemporary Rome, the new Jerusalem which comes from 
God will truly join heaven to earth. v. 11, the whole city shines 
with the reflected glory of God (cf. 4:3, 6; 21:23). vv. 12-13, 
twelve, the number of the people of God, recurs throughout 
the description of the city (vv. 12-14, 16, 19-22; cf. 22:2). The 
names of the tribes on the gates come from Ezek 48:30-4. 
v.14, cf. Eph 2:20. 


(21:15-21) The Walls and the Gates of the City v. 15, cf. Ezek 
40:3. v. 16, initially the city is described as a square, 12,000 
stadia in each direction. The beast has the triangular number 
666, but the people of God have the square number 144 (12 x 
12) (7:4—8; 14:1; 21:17). Then the city is shown not only to have 
a square ground plan, but to be a perfect cube, like no city ever 
imagined, but like the holy of holies in the temple (1 Kings 
6:20). We learn later that it needs no temple (v. 22): the whole 
city is the holiest place of God’s presence. v. 17, as well as 
echoing Ezek 40:5, this verse (‘144 cubits by the measure of a 
human being, thatis, ofan angel’, my tr.) resembles 13:18 (‘the 
number of the beast, for it is the number ofa human being: its 
number is 666’, my tr). Just as Nero Caesar, written in 
Hebrew characters, has the numerical value 666, a triangular 
number, so the Greek word ‘angel’ (aggelos), written in Hebrew 
characters, has the numerical value 144, a square number. 
Humanity debased to the level of the beast is contrasted 
with humanity raised to the level of the angels. wv. 18—21, the 
city is built out of the jewels and metals of Paradise: cf. 
Gen 2:11-12; Ezek 28:13. The twelve precious stones (vv. 1I9- 
20) are those of the high priest’s breastplate (Ex 28:17-20); 
and the same twelve occur in Ezek 28:13 (LXX Gk. version; in 
the MT the first nine) described as ‘every precious stone’, 
and in Eden. Thus the list of twelve in Revelation represents 
all precious stones, all to be found in Paradise. Jewish 
traditions claimed that the jewels of the high priest’s breast- 
plate in Solomon’s temple came from Paradise, along 
with other precious materials used in the temple, and were 
also the precious stones of which, according to Isa 54:11-12, 
the new Jerusalem is to be built (cf. 4Qplsa* 1:4-9; LAB 
26:13-15). Thus the jewels and the gold characterize the new 
Jerusalem as a temple-city adorned with all the fabulously 
radiant precious materials of Paradise. The glory of God is 
reflected in the jewels and the translucent gold of the city. 
These are not to be understood merely as allegories for 
attributes of redeemed people, but as the beauty of the new 
creation, Paradise restored, and a home for glorified human- 
ity. The city’s relation to Paradise here and in 22:1-2 points 
to the harmony of nature and human culture in the new 
creation. 
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(21:22-7) The Glory of God in the Temple-City v. 22, while in 
many ways the description of the city follows OT and Apoc- 
ryphal models (Isa 52:1; 54:11-12; 60; Ezek 40:2-5; 47:1-12; 
48:30—4; Zech 14:6—21; Tob 13:16—17), its most novel feature is 
the absence ofa temple. Ezekiel called the new Jerusalem ‘The 
Lord is There’ (48:35) and Zechariah declared the whole city as 
holy as the temple (14:20-1; cf. Isa 52:1), thus envisaging the 
whole city as the place of God’s holy presence. But Revelation 
alone claims that the city needs no special place of God’s 
presence, a temple, because it is wholly filled with God’s 
immediate presence. Hence the city has no temple, but is a 
temple (v.16b) or (puttingthe same point differently) God and 
the Lamb are its temple (v. 22). v. 23, cf. Isa 60:19—20. wv. 24- 
6, the city is both the light of the world by which the nations 
walk (cf. Isa 60:3), and the centre to which the nations and 
their kings come on pilgrimage (cf. Isa 2:2-3; 60:4-17; Zech 
14:16). (‘The kings of the earth’, who until this point have been 
depicted throughout Revelation as hostile to God, are now 
shown acknowledging that their rule comes from God.) But 
whereas in Isa 60:5-17, it is the material wealth of the nations 
that is brought in tribute to Jerusalem, in Revelation the kings 
bring ‘their glory’ (v. 24) and the people ‘the glory and honour 
of the nations’ (v. 26). This contrasts with Babylon’s self: 
indulgent exploitation of the wealth of her empire (18:11-14), 
but also continues the theme of glory that runs through the 
whole description from v. 1 onwards. The nations offer their 
own glory to God’s glory, not thereby losing it, but acknow- 
ledging its source in the God to whom all glory and honour 
belong (cf. the doxologies: 4:11; 5:12, 13; 7:12). The most im- 
portant single feature of the new Jerusalem is that it is cre- 
ation enjoying the glory of God, glorified itself in reflecting 
God’s glory, and glorifying God in returning glory to God. 
v. 27, sincethe whole city is a temple, full of the holy presence 
of God, everything unclean must be excluded (Isa 52:1): ritual 
uncleanness is no doubt here figurative for moral defilement. 
Idolatry and falsehood, also excluded from the temple (Ps 
24:3—4), are the dominant evils of the beast and the dominant 
temptation of Christians in the beast’s dominion. 


(22:1-5) The Throne of God in the City v. 1, in another varia- 
tion on the temple theme, the river of the water oflife, which 
in Ezek 47:1 flows from the temple (cf. Zech 14:8), flows from 
the throne of God and the Lamb. The eternal life of the new 
creation has its source in God. v. 2, as in Ezek 47:12, the river 
nourishes constantly fruitful trees: Revelation identifies them 
with the paradisal tree of life (Gen 2:9; 3:24). In the tree which 
bears twelve fruits (not specified in Ezekiel) and whose leaves 
heal the nations (not specified in Ezekiel) are combined the two 
strands of reference to the covenant people and to the nations. 
v. 3a, this sentence should be translated: ‘there shall no longer 
be any ban of destruction’, a quotation from Zech 14:11. The 
reference is not to what is cursed (and so is not repetitive of 
21:27) but to the curse itself, the sacred ban which in the OT 
God places on enemies of his rule, requiring their utter de- 
struction. This links with the end of v. 2: the nations who 
inhabit the new Jerusalem, healed of their idolatry and other 
sins by the leaves of the tree of life, will never again be subject 
to the destruction God decrees for those who oppose his rule. 
wy. 3b—5, the climax of the whole description of the city focuses 
on the central image of the whole book: the divine throne. In 
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the earthly temple, the high priest, once a year, wore the 
sacred name of God on his forehead and entered God’s im- 
mediate presence in the holy of holies. In the city which as a 
whole is God’s eternal holy of holies, all will enjoy this im- 
mediacy without interruption. Especially they will see the face 
of God, which no one in this life could see and survive (Ex 
33:20—3; Judg 6:22-3), butto see which is the deepest human 
religious aspiration, to be realized only beyond this mortal life 
(Ps 17:15; 1 Cor 13:12; cf. 2 Esd 7:98). Since the face expresses 
who someone is, to see God’s face will be to know who God is 
in his personal being. In their access to God’s presence the 
servants of God will be priests, but they will also be kings in 
that they will reign with him (cf. 1:6; 5:10; 2:21). God’s king- 
dom turns out to be quite different from the beast’s, finding its 
fulfilment not in the subjection of God’s ‘servants’, but in their 
reigning with him. The point is not that they reign over others 
(who are not mentioned), butthat God’s rule overthem is for 
them a participation in God’s rule. The image of God’s rule, 
thus finally stripped of all the associations of human rule, 
expresses the eschatological reconciliation of divine rule and 
human freedom. 


(22:6-9) John and the Angel The close resemblances be- 
tween this passage and 19:9—10 indicate that it concludes the 
account of the new Jerusalem, just as 19:9—10 concludes the 
accountof Babylon. Butthepassagealsocontains strong echoes 
of 1:1-3, suggesting that it is the beginning of the epilogue to 
the book. In fact, it is designed for both functions. It is another 
example of John’s literary practice of interweaving and over- 
lapping the sections of his work. v. 6, whereas in 19:9b the 
corresponding words (‘these are the true words of God’) prob- 
ably refer only to the beatitude in 19:94, here they refer to the 
whole prophecy (God’s revelation of ‘what must soon take 
place’, as in 1:1), and the angel (21:9) is revealed to be the angel 
of 1:1, who mediates the whole revelation to John. v. 7, Jesus’ 
interjection announcing his imminent coming (cf. 2:16; 3:11; 
22:12, 20) underlines the relevance and urgency of the whole 
revelation. The beatitude repeats that of 1:3. vv. 8-9, cf. 19:10. 


Epilogue (22:10-21) 


(22:10-11) The Angel’s Instructions The epilogue, like the 
prologue, consists in a series of formally diverse units, of 
which the first (22:6—g) also serves as the conclusion of the 
preceding section. v. 10, the command contrasts with Dan 
12:4, where Daniel, writing centuries before the last days of 
which he writes, is told to keep his prophecies secret until the 
time of the end. The contents of John’s prophecy were once 
hidden in the sealed scroll (5:1) but they have now been 
revealed and written for immediate reading and relevance, 
since the time of their fulfilment is near. v. 11, this exhortation 
is problematic because Revelation has repeatedly called 
people to repentance, and probably still implies the possibility 
of repentance in wv. 14-15. While also echoing Dan 12:10, the 
verse is best understood by comparison with Ezek 3:27: ‘let 
those who will hear, hear; and let those who refuse to hear, 
refuse’. Only as a figure of speech are those unwilling to hear 
commanded to refuse to hear; the point is that prophecy has a 
dual effect depending on people’s response. Those unwilling 
to heed it are hardened in their adherence to evil. In a sense 
this is the punishment their sin itself produces (cf: Ezek 3:18- 
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19). The contrast of the two opposite cases—the already right- 
eous who by heeding the prophecy remain righteous, and the 
already wicked who by refusing to heed increase their evil— 
makes an epigrammatic point, but does not exclude the two 
different cases of change from one category to the other (see 
Ezek 3:20; 33:12—16). 

(22:12-13) A Prophetic Oracle At several points in the epi- 
logue Jesus addresses the readers directly, speaking through 
the prophet, as he does in chs. 2-3 and 16:15. v. 12, the second 
clause echoes Isa 40:10, an announcement of YHWH’s com- 
ing to judgement. For the principle of judgement according to 
deeds, see comment on 20:12. v. 13, see comments on 1:8; 21:6. 


(22:14-15) Beatitude The last of the book’s seven beatitudes 
appropriately takes upthe imagery of thenew Jerusalem, and 
specifies witness to the point of death (in the light of 7:14, this 
must be the meaning of ‘wash their robes’) as the condition of 
access to the city and its eternal blessings. Revelation writes as 
ifall faithful Christians will suffer death for their witness, but 
this is its way of vividly dramatizing the situation of crisis that 
lies in the near future and in which no Christians can count on 
escaping death if they witness faithfully and refuse to partici- 
pate in idolatry. The choice is potential martyrdom or 
remaining outside the new Jerusalem (v. 15). Cf. 21:8, 27. 
‘Dogs’ (regarded as unclean animals with disgusting habits; 
cf. Prov 26:11; Isa 66:3; Mt 7:6; 2 Pet 2:22) are equivalent to 
the ‘unclear’ in 21:27. 


(22:16) A Scriptural Testimony Jesus’ self-description in the 
language of OT prophecy constitutes a scriptural testimony 
equivalent to 1:7 in the prologue to the book. Like the latter, the 
point is to cite prophetic expectations that the Messiah would 
bring the nations into God’s kingdom. As in 5:5, the ‘root of 
David’ refers not to Isa 11:1 but to Isa 11:10: ‘the root from Jesse 
shall stand as a signal tothe peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of [or, seek] him’. (Revelation adds ‘descendant’ to make clear 
that the root is not that from which the Messiah comes (Isa 
1m) but the Messiah descended from David.) ‘The bright 
morning star’ alludes, like 2:28, to Num 24:17, but also and 
especially (as ‘bright’ indicates) to Isa 60:3: ‘Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn’ 
(whereas Isa 60:1—2 refers to the rising sun, this verse can 
easily be read as referring to the brightest of stars, the morn- 
ing star that accompanies the sun’s rising). Thus both the 
messianic titles allude to OT prophecies of the nations being 
drawn to the Messiah. In both the prologue and the epilogue 
of Revelation readers are reminded, by citation of prophecies 
with which the first readers would already be familiar as 
messianic texts applied by the church to Jesus, of this OT 
hope for the nations. The hope itself is not a new revelation, 
but the revelation given to John reveals, for the first time 
clearly, how it is to be fulfilled: through the church’s witness 
to the nations to the point of death, following the way of the 
faithful witness, Jesus. 


(22:17) Invitation to Come to the Water of Life It may be that 
the first two invitations to ‘come’ are addressed to Jesus (re- 
sponding to v. 12 as v. 20b does to v. 20a) and the third to 
people, but perhaps more likely the threefold ‘come’ of Isa 55:1 
is echoed and the three invitations to ‘come’ are all addressed 
to people, exhorting them to come to drink the water of life. 
The Spirit is probably here (as in 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 
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14:13) speaking through Christian prophets (John and his 
colleagues), while the Bride isthe church in her eschatological 
purity, ready for the coming of her husband the Lamb (cf. 
19:7—-8; 21:2). What the Spirit says is also the voice of the 
church as the church should be. Individual Christians who 
hear what the Spirit says (cf. the formula in the seven mes- 
sages to the churches: ‘Let anyone who has an ear hear...’) 
repeat the invitation, thus identifying themselves with the 
Bride. The content of the invitation is then spelt out as an 
invitation to anyone and everyone who thirsts to take the water 
of life as a gift (echoing God’s words in 21:6b). The invitation 
combines the two levels of concern in Revelation: that Chris- 
tians should be faithful witnesses and ‘conquer’, and that 
through their faithful witness the nations should turn to 
God. Here the water of life is offered to Christians, and also 
Christians are themselves exhorted to offer the water of life 
to everyone who thirsts. Whether this means thatthe eschato- 
logical gift ofthe water of life is available already in the presentis 
hard to tell; such a usage would not be characteristic of Re- 
velation (contrast Jn 4:10—15;7:37—9) butcannotbe ruled out. 


(22:18-19) Warning to Preserve the Book’s Integrity Ancient 
books were often subject to revision, abbreviation, and expan- 
sion by scribes and editors, and the textual history of non- 
canonical Jewish and Christian apocalypses shows that such 
works were especially liable to be modified in such ways. But 
these verses also allude to Deut 4:1—2; 12:32, where the danger 
is of false prophets who maintain that idolatry is acceptable, 
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thus both adding to God’s law a permission it does not give 
and at the same time effectively removing the law’s prohibi- 
tions of idolatry. It is clear from the seven messages to the 
churches both that compromise with idolatry is one of the 
dangers John’s prophecy aims to counter, and that there are 
false prophets and their followers in the churches with whom 
John’s prophecy would be highly unpopular for this reason. It 
is at this level of seriousness that we can understand the 
severe warnings against tampering with the integrity of the 
book (22:6). In their use of ‘add’ and ‘takeaway’ for bothcrime 
and punishment, they are examples of eschatological lex 
talionis (see comment on 11:18). 


(22:20) A Prophetic Oracleand Response ‘These things’ must 
be the whole content of the book, alluding to 1:2. This is the 
last of the seven times in Revelation that Jesus says ‘I am 
coming’ (erchomat: cf. 2:5, 16; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7, 12). John re- 
sponds witha solemn acceptance of Jesus’ word (‘Amen’) and 
prayer for his coming. The latter takes up in Greek the 
Aramaic prayer Maranatha (‘Our Lord, come!’: 1 Cor 16:22; 
Did. 10:6), which must have been in use from the earliest days 


of the church. 


(22:21) Epistolary Ending This resembles the conclusion of 
most Pauline letters and corresponds to Revelation’s episto- 
lary opening in 1:4-5a. 


For further reading see Bibliographical Guide. 


82. Extra-canonical early Christian literature 


A. 1. The twenty-seven books that were eventually accepted as 
the foundation documents of Christianity were notthe only 
early Christian texts to have been composed in the first or 
second century. There are clues within the NT itself to other 
early writings. Luke’s preface indicates that ‘many’ had at- 
tempted to compose gospel-type books; Col. 4:16 refers to a 
letter which Paul claims to have written to the Laodiceans; 1 
Cor 5:9 and 2 Cor 7:8 probably refer to correspondence Paul 
had had with the church in Corinth in addition to the two 
surviving letters known to us as 1 and 2 Corinthians. All these 
texts have been lost. That some early Christian writings did 
not survive need not surprise us. 

2. The amazing thing is that so much has survived, given 
the fact that early Christian writings, including those which 
were eventually to form the NT, were not composed as scrip- 
ture and that many of these documents were addressed to a 
particular locality with a limited readership. The ecclesiastical 
authorities, east and west, who eventually (and certainly by the 
Ath cent.) agreed upon a list of authoritative writings (the 
canon) acceptable to the worldwide church, did so fora variety 
of reasons. But it seems certain that among the motives was 
the multiplicity of writings confronting Christians, particu- 
larly in the second to third centuries. 

3. Gnosticism alone spawned a large number of writings 
in this period. The term is relatively recent and describes 
certain religious teachings which in their Christian guise 
were prominent in the second century. Its origin seems to 
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have been in pagan circles but it spread rapidly throughout 
Christian centres. A major feature of the various Gnostic 
systems was that initiates could aspire, through secret 
revealed knowledge (gnosis), to the redemption of their 
divine character. Christian gnosis gave a central role to Jesus 
as an emissary of the supreme God. Some of these Gnostic 
texts are familiar to us nowadays, thanks to the discovery in 
1945-6 of the Gnostic library at Nag Hammadi. Among that 
library is a collection of sayings (most of them attributed 
to Jesus) in the Gospel of Thomas. We return to that text at 
J.II-I9. 

4. Writings by Gnostics and other groups had a great influ- 
ence on the beliefs of many early Christians. Orthodox author- 
ities such as Irenaeus were concerned to remove the threat by 
restricting the circulation or acceptability of their literature. 
The decision to create a canon of Christian writings was due 
less to a desire to define an exclusive collection of early, 
apostolic, and universally approved books and more to a re- 
quirement to avoid dangerous texts which were new and her- 
etical in the eyes of those who were later to be seen as the 
orthodox defenders of the faith. 

5. Not all the texts that were excluded were in fact heretical 
or unorthodox. The writings that have conventionally been 
labelled as the ‘Apostolic Fathers’ (e.g. 1 and 2 Clement, the 
Didache, the Epistle of Barnabas, and the Shepherd of Hermas) 
do not fall into this category. Nor should the bulk of the 
writings commonly collected together under the (less than 
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ideal) title ‘The Apocryphal New Testament’ be dismissed en 
bloc as heretical. 

6. ‘Apocryphal’ literally means ‘hidden’. Few of the so-called 
apocryphal books merit this designation, although the Gospel 
of Thomas and the Acts of Andrew do claim to contain secret 
words or hidden truths. Books assembled into the category 
‘New Testament Apocrypha’ usually include those texts which 
were written in imitation of the writings that were later ac- 
cepted into the NT canon, i.e. gospels, epistles, acts, and 
apocalypses, although some ‘apocryphal’ texts are not paral- 
leled in the NT itself: In any case, it is clearly anachronistic to 
use ‘canonical’ and ‘apocryphal’ or ‘non-canonical’ of texts 
written in the first two Christian centuries. It is also inap- 
propriate to apply judgements about heresy and orthodoxy to 
the teaching in these ‘apocryphal’ texts. To do so is to use the 
language of the fourth-century Christian establishment with 
reference to literature that for the most part had been written 
and was circulating 200 years prior to the crystallizing of such 
attitudes. 

7. Many of the apocryphal books originated in the second 
century. In several cases suchtexts are obviously secondary to, 
and influenced by, earlier works. However, as will be seen 
below, some of the texts that are now published as NT apoc- 
ryphal writings may have been composed as early as the first 
century and therefore be contemporaneous with the NT writ- 
ings proper. Indeed, some scholars argue for the independ- 
ence of some of the so-called apocryphal texts (the Gospel of 
Peter, the Gospel of Thomas, Egerton Papyrus 2). In other 
words, some of these early writings may merit study as prim- 
ary sources alongside those texts which were acceptedintothe 
canon. 

8. But even if we disagree, and instead argue for a date 
later than the first century for all the extra-canonical writings, 
none the less material found in some of these texts could 
conceivably have had a long history. Possibly some of the 
stories and sayings about Jesus could have survived in the 
oral tradition over several generations, and have earthed 
themselves only in a second- to third-century writing; some 
stories and sayings may have been preserved in writing within 
texts that have subsequently disappeared but their past inclu- 
sion ina literary form may have helped to popularize them. It 
could be that that material then influenced later, currently 
extant documents. To argue along those lines means that one 
could be dealing with some Jesus material found in non- 
canonical sources, which is as old, as authentic, and as his- 
torically viable as that found within our NT. This applies 
especially to sayings and some deeds of Jesus in the apoc- 
ryphal gospels. 

9. When we turn to the apocryphal Acts a less controversial 
demarcation line is usually clear—they are second- to third- 
century novels merely using an apostle as their eponymous 
hero. The stories themselves, although bearing some relation 
to the genre of literature which we know from the Acts of the 
Apostles with its breathless sequence of stories, journeys, 
conversions, plots, and speeches, are in effect Christianized 
counterparts to the popular reading-matter of predominantly 
literate Roman believers. Parallels to these Christian novels 
are to be found in erotic pagan literature. We shall turn to the 
apocryphal Acts below, but, at the moment, it is sufficient to 
anticipate the conclusion set out in that section: namely that 
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no scholar accepts their contents as a true record of the 
historical circumstances behind the first-century events 
which they purport to relate. But with the apocryphal gospels 
we must reckon with the possibility that some of the mater- 
ial—especially that to be seen in the fragmented texts—is 
either an alternative account of a story known elsewhere from 
the canonical gospels or a new story that could in theory have 
fitted comfortably within a canonical gospel. ‘Apocryphal’ in 
its popular definition as ‘secondary’ or ‘spurious’ does not 
necessarily apply in such cases. It may well be decided that 
some of these stories are as authentic and as historical as the 
canonical accounts. 

10. The writings themselves, even if they are accepted as 
historically plausible, cannot, of course, be canonical—the 
canon was an entity firmly fixed historically from the fourth 
century and applied to the twenty-seven books of the NT. 
Literature falling outside those twenty-seven cannot by defini- 
tion be canonical, however authentic or original to the Jesus 
story it may be considered. Conversely all the stories and 
sayings that occur in a NT MS would have been accepted as 
canonical even when modern textual critics decide that a 
saying or story found in only part of the MS tradition did not 
belong to the original author’s published text. For example, 
Codex Bezae adds after Lk 6:4: ‘The same day, seeing a certain 
man working on the sabbath, he said to him, “Man, ifindeed 
you know what you are doing, happy are you; but if not, you 
are accursed and a transgressor of the law.”’ The pericope of 
the Adulteress, found in some MSS in John’s and in Luke’s 
gospel, would have been accepted as canonical by the original 
readers of those MSS, but the story is absent from other MSS. 
Users of these shorter MSS would be unaware ofthis pericope 
as part of the canonical texts they read. Similarly, the verses at 
the end of Mark beyond Mk 16:8 are disputed in the MS 
tradition. Readers of NT MSS, which contain the additional 
verses, would accept these as part of the canonical Gospel of 
Mark. Ifsuch secondary material is found in a perfectly ortho- 
dox copy of the scriptures then for those who owned, used, 
and read that MS its entire contents were, by definition, 
canonical. Ancient commentators who pronounced on the 
canonical status of the NT books did not concern themselves 
with the differences—sometimes quite significant differ- 
ences—that existed between MSS. The Gospel according to 
Mark was commended without it being specified if ‘Mark’ was 
to be understood as containing 16:9—20 or not. Even Origen 
and Jerome, who were alert to textual variation, did not com- 
ment on such matters in the context of commending or 
rejecting certain Christian books. 

11. Most of the differences that are readily observed when 
one compares the NT in the AV (KJV) and the RV (or most 
modern English versions) obviously concern English style, 
language, and usage, but there are a significant number of 
other changes which are due to the differences in the Greek 
NT used by the translators. And those textual differences are 
due to differences in the underlying Greek MSS used by the 
editors of the printed testament. 

12. By contrast, paradoxically, material that we may now 
wish to pronounce as authentic in an apocryphal source can 
never be canonical. This issue is acute when we turn to the 
Gos pel of Thomas (j.11-19), which is probably the best-known 
of the apocryphal texts in modern times. 
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13.Thereisa considerable body o fsayings of Jesus that may 
be collected from patristic writings, biblical MSS, and from 
apocryphal sources which are not paralleled in the NT: Such 
sayings are commonly called ‘agrapha’, that is, sayings ‘not 
writter’ in the NT itself. As well as the saying in Codex Bezae 
found after Lk 6:4 (quoted in a.10 above), some other famous 
agrapha are: ‘Be competent money-changers’ (in Clement of 
Alexandria, Stromateis, 1.28.177), and ‘Ask for the greatthings, 
and God will add toyou what is small’ (ibid. 1.24.158). Agrapha 
illustrate the growth of tradition and the accretion of legend. 
Some may represent early tradition, which may be authentic; 
some result from false attribution (e.g. 1 Cor 2:9 appears as a 
saying of Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas, 17); some, embedded 
in apocryphal works, may have been composed ad hoc for the 
work concerned (and would have no claim to authenticity). 

14. But, for the most part, all the extra-canonical sayings 
and the apocryphal literature that has survived are later than, 
derivative from, and secondary to the twenty-seven writings 
that were to form the NT canon of scripture. 


In this section we divide the texts into two categories: the early 
Christian extra-canonical writings, known as the Apostolic 
Fathers, and the writings of the so-called NT apocrypha. 


THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS 


B. 1. Under this title are normally included: 1 Clement, 2 
Clement, Epistles of Ignatius, Epistle of Polycarp to the Philip- 
pians, Didache (E pistle of ) Barnabas, Shepherd of Hermas, and 
Fragments of Papias. (At one time the E&pistle to Diognetus used 
to be included.) 

2. The term ‘Apostolic Fathers’, which was not used in 
antiquity of these writings, implies that the author was an 
acquaintance of the apostles but did not belong to their num- 
ber. Clement and Hermas are said to have been disciples of 
Paul. Polycarp is said to have been a disciple of John. The 
Didache claims to reflect the teaching of the twelve apostles. 

3. The texts discussed first are the Didache and Barnabas 
(Barn.). The former contains some first-century material, and 
has significant parallels with the New Testament; the latter is 
an example of a Christian text from a period slightly later than 
the NT: We shall refer later to three other texts, 1and 2 Clement 
and the Shepherd of Hermas, because they seem to have been 
considered worthy contenders for inclusion in the canon in 
the fourth century. Mention will also be made of the letters by 
Ignatius. 

4. Unlike the texts included in the apocryphal NT, in which 
the characters of the NT proper reappear, typically in scenes 
thatfillin gaps in the traditional stories, the Apostolic Fathers 
are concerned not with events set in the time of the NT 
narratives but with issues of common pastoral concern at 
their time of composition, such as morality and church order. 

5. Several writings among the Apostolic Fathers (by Clem- 
ent, Barnabas, Polycarp, and Ignatius) are letters. This form of 
writing is relatively rare in the apocryphal NT: (See q.1-6.) 


The Didache 


C. 1. Among the Apostolic Fathers is the Didache (or Teaching 
of the Twelve Apostles, and the Teaching of the Lord through the 
Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles). It is a short manual of church 
discipline prefaced by a section on morals. The only complete 
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extant Greek MS is from the eleventh century, and this was 
rediscovered only in 1873. Its publication in 1883 by P. Bryen- 
nios generated great interest. Since then a fourth-century 
Greek fragment (P. Oxy. 1782 containing Did. 1:3b-4; 2:7b- 
3:2a) has come to light and this helps prove that the Didache 
was known in Egypt by that time. The Greek Apostolic Con- 
stitutions, which shows knowledge of the Didache, also comes 
from fourth-century Egypt. Knowledge of it by Irenaeus 
(c.130-c.200 CE) is not proven. A Latin version also exists. 
Material in the Didache, especially the section known as the 
Two Ways (Did. 1-6) is also found in Barnabas (see below). 
Mutual dependence of these two texts is unlikely; at the very 
least this material in common proves only that that section 
antedates the composition of both works. 

2. Date and Provenance. The general scholarly consensus is 
that the Didache, which is a composite work, was compiled 
in the form we now have itin the Bryennios MS in the first half 
of the second century from several sources, some of which are 
likely to go back to the first century. Its provenance is un- 
known but the consensus is that it was composed in Syria, 
perhaps in or near Antioch, giventhestronglinks betweenthe 
Didache and the Matthean tradition. The community which 
preserved and used the Didache seems to have been strongly 
Jewish—the passage about the Two Ways, the food regula- 
tions, the fasts, and the table prayers are all suggestive of such 
a background. Some hold that it is the product ofa branch of 
the early church antagonistic to the liberal, Pauline, pro- 
Gentile approach to Christianity. 

3. Influence. The Didache seems to have been very influen- 
tial, as may be seen by its use not only in the Didascalia 
Apostolorum and the Apostolic Constitutions, where it forms 
the basis of Book 7, but also in the Ecclesiastical Canons of 
the Apostles or the Apostolic Church Order traditions in 
Ethiopic. The traditions embedded in the Didache are also 
seen in the Latin Doctrina (Apostolorum) from the ninth cen- 
tury and in Coptic and in Georgian. Various patristic writers, 
such as Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. 3.25.4, and Athanasius, Festal 
Letter, 39.11, knew of it, as does the seventh-century Catalogue 
of the Sixty Books. This latter and the fourth-century list 
behind the Stichometry of Nicephorus refer to a writing called 
the Teaching (or Teachings) of the Apostles, but it is not clear if 
the Didache is meant. The teaching known to Nicephorus is 
only 200 stichot in length, which makes that writing shorter 
than the present Didache. 

4. The Didache and the Bible. OT citations in the Didache 
(Mal t:11, 14 in Did. 14.3, and Zech 14:5 in Did. 16.7, and 
possibly Sir 7:22; 12:1 in Did. 1.6) are introduced by special 
formulae. Did. 1.6, ‘as has been said’; 14.3, ‘For this is what the 
Lord [= God] was referring to’ 16.7, ‘As was said’. In the case 
of the passages in the Didache which parallel a NT passage no 
such introductory formula is found. Did. 1.3, ‘Here is the 
teaching’; 2.1, ‘The second commandment of the teaching 
is’. The word ‘gospel’ occurs in Did. 8.2; 11.3; 15.3 but is 
unlikely to refer to a written source. There are no citations at 
those points; the reference is to teaching by Jesus. 

5. However, the following are noteworthy: 

Did. 9.5, ‘For the Lord [presumably Jesus] also spoke concern- 
ing this: “Do not give what is holy to dogs.”’ This echoes Mt 
7:6. Did. 8.1-2, ‘Let your fasts not [coincide] with those of the 
hypocrites. They fast on Monday and Thursday; you, though, 
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should fast on Wednesday and Friday. And do not pray as the 
hypocrites [do].’ This links teaching found embedded in Mt 
6:5 and 6:16, but the Didache’s use of the teaching differs from 
that in Matthew’s gospel. The Didache is concerned with the 
establishment of distinctively Christian fasts. There is early 
evidence that Christians did fast on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
This was to contrast with Pharisaic fasts on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Mt 6:5 gives details of how hypocrites pray and 
how Jesus’ followers are to pray. Mt 6:16 is concerned with the 
manner in which hypocrites fast, and not with the days on 
which they fast. 

6. Other links between the Didache and the NT are disputed. 
Some scholars argue that the author of the Didache knew and 
used the canonical gospels. Mt 5:39-47 is said to be behind the 
interpolated section Did. 1.3b-2.1, but some of the verses 
parallel the Lucan version (Lk 6:27—33)—see Dip. 1.3b-2.1— 
and it may well be that the parallels are not due to direct 
literary dependence but to the oral tradition, or even to a 
harmonized form of the canonical writings. 

7. There are further links elsewhere which show tenuous 
parallels with the NT, for example Did. 3.7 (Mt. 5:5); 11:7 (Mk 
3:28—-9); 14:2 (Mt 5:23—4). Thesearenotstrongly suggestive of 
direct literary dependence. As far as the Matthean parallels are 
concerned, the link is probably with the material Matthew 
found in his own source—in other words is from the 
Matthean additions to his framework (e.g. 3.7, ‘On thecontrary, 
be mild tempered, since those who are mild tempered will 
inherit the land’). This has encouraged some to look for links 
with the source Q itself rather than with Q in Matthew or in 
Luke. 

8. Commentary. 


1:1-6:3 contains the passage generally known as the Two 
Ways. In it are described the Way of Life and the Way of Death. 
This has interesting parallels to a similar section in Barn 18— 
20.1, although the Didache adds the saying in 1.3b-2.1andalso 
3.1-6 in which certain attitudes and activities are prohibited in 
order to facilitate the keeping of the law, and also to the 
Doctrina Apostolorum, the Apostolic Constitutions, and the 
Epitome of the Canons of the Holy Apostles, although in 
Bamabas and the Doctrina a dualistic eschatological frame- 
work is in evidence. This whole moral section, whatever its 
origin (and many see the whole Two Ways tradition as origin- 
ally Jewish because there are parallels in Qumran), is set here 
in Did. 7.1 in the context of pre-baptismal instruction and thus 
it may well give a clear idea about second- and maybe even 
first-century practice. (Possibly ch. 7 refers to an annual bap- 
tismal rite, during which the familiar Two Ways passage was 
recited. Such a rite would have taken place at the paschal 
festival.) 


(1.3b-2.1) We now turn to the interpolated section: 


3b. Bless those who curse you and pray for your enemies, fast for those 
who persecute you. What kind of favour is it when you love those who 
love you? Do not even the gentiles do that? Love those who hate you 
and you will not have any enemy. 4. Avoid the fleshly and bodily 
passions. If someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn your other 
one to him too, and you will be perfect. If someone presses you into 
one mile of service go along with him for two. If someone takes your 
cloak, give him your tunic as well. If someone takes away from you 
what is yours, do not demand it back since you cannot do so anyway. 5. 
Give to everyone what he asks of you, and do not ask for it back, for the 
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Father wants people to share with everyone the gifts that have been 
freely granted to them. Blessed is the person who gives according to 
the commandment, for he is guiltless. Alas for the person who takes. 
If someone takes something because he is in need, he is guiltless, but 
ifhe is not in need, he shall have to defend his reason for taking it and 
the use for which he intends it: if he is imprisoned, he shall be 
interrogated about what he has done, and he shall not go free until 
he has paid back the last penny. 6. But it has also been said about this 
sort of thing, ‘Let your charitable gift sweat in your hands until you 
know to whom you are giving it’ [The second commandment of the 
teaching’ (in 2:1) then introduces the list of commandments taken 
from the traditional Two Ways material.] 


The NT apocryphon P. Oxy. 1224 also seems to know the 
tradition found in Did. 1.3b referring to prayer for enemies. 
This fragment, dating from the fourth century, could have 
come from an unknown apocryphal gospel. The appearance 
of this saying in these two sources implies a wide tradition for 
preserving aphorisms attributed to Jesus, although the 
Didache does not cite the words as coming from Jesus or 
even from the NT. 

Did. 1.3b-2.1 is not found in parallels to the Two Ways 
tradition (in Barnabas or elsewhere). The verses interrupt 
the section 1.2-2.2 and are likely to be an interpolation by 
the Didachist from his sources. The material is more likely to 
be from an earlier independent tradition rather than to have 
come directly from the canonical parallels. The wording and 
sequence are not precisely those in Matthew or Luke, and may 
best be seen as an oral retelling of the instructions preserved 
in these or, more probably, due to the independent continu- 
ation of the earlier oral material. Did. 1.5 has a different context 
from Mt 5:26: in Matthew the saying is concerned with repay- 
ing debts; in the Didache the reverse is true—no debts should 
be incurred, unless they cannot be avoided. 


(Chs. 7-15) The whole of the Didache seems to have been 
influenced by liturgical practice. Chs. 7-15 give instruction on 
baptism (ideally by total immersion but also by affusion), 
fasting (on Wednesdays and Fridays), prayer, and eucharist. 
For the community responsible for the Didache baptism 
seems to have been eschatological rather than specifically 
Christological, although the baptism involves a trinitarian 
formula reminiscent of Mt 28:19 when the risen Jesus enjoins 
his disciples to make disciples by baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. First- and second- 
century practice seems not to have been uniform. Compared 
with those examples of the use of a trinitarian formula, one 
notes that Thecla’s auto-baptism (itself a unique act) is in 
Christ’s name only (Acts of Paul, 34). In the Acts of the Apos- 
tles baptism is likewise into the name of Jesus. 


8.2-3 contains a version of the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with 
the words: ‘Let us pray as the Lord [i-e. Jesus] commanded in 
his gospel’ This version is closer to the longer Matthean 
version rather than the apocopated Lucan form, but the word- 
ing in the Didache is not identical with Matthew’s text: 


2. Our Father in heaven, May your name be acclaimed as holy, May 
your kingdom come, May your will come to pass on earth as it does 
in heaven. Give us today our bread for the morrow, And cancel for us 
our debt As we cancel [debts] for those whoare indebted to us, And 
do not bring us into temptation, But preserve us from evil [or, from 
the evil one]. For power and glory are yours forever. 


3, Pray this way three times a day. 
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In any case, the Matthean form—and indeed the Lukan—are 
subject to a complex series of text-critical variants, in which 
MSS of Matthew may be seen to be assimilating the text to that 
in Luke, and MSS of Luke to that in Matthew (e.g. the tense of 
the verb in ‘as we forgive [cancel] in Mt 6:12/Lk 1rq and cf. 
Did. 8.2). Other variants, not of a harmonizing character, may 
also be seen within the complex textual witnesses tothe Lord’s 
Prayer. This activity reveals the volatility of the tradition and 
its susceptibility to liturgical influences and perhaps also to 
the influence of Marcion. Certainly, in the form of the Lord’s 
Prayer as transmitted in the Bryennios MS of the Didache the 
prayer is close to, but not identical with, the longer forms of 
the prayer in Mt. 6:9-13; e.g. in the concluding doxology the 
Didache has only ‘power’ and ‘glory’ and omits ‘kingdom’: 
these three nouns are found in the MSS reading the longer 
ending in Mt 6:13. Among other differences, note ‘debt’ in the 
Didache rather than Matthew’s ‘debts’. Both versions seem to 
have been influenced by the liturgy. 


(Chs. 9-10) Two eucharistic prayers are significant, one in ch. 
9, the other in ch. 10, and are important to our understanding 
of early Christian practice. Ch. 9: 


1. As for thanksgiving, give thanks this way. 2. First, with regard to 
the cup: We thank you, our Father, for the holy vine of David your 
servant which you made known to us through Jesus your servant. To 
you be glory forever. 3. And with regard to the loaf: We thank you, 
our Father, for the life and knowledge, which you made known to us 
through Jesus your servant. To you be glory forever. 4. As this loaflay 
scattered upon the mountains and became a single fragment when it 
had been gathered, may your church be gathered into your kingdom 
from the ends of the earth. For glory and power are yours, through 
Jesus Christ, forever. 5. But let no one eat or drink from your 
Eucharist except those who are baptized in the Lord’s name. For the 
Lord also has spoken concerning this: ‘Do not give what is holy to 


dogs’ [Mt 7:6]. 
Ch. to: 


1. When you have had your fill, give thanks this way: 2. We 
thank you, holy Father, for your holy name, which you made dwell in 
our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which 
you made known to us through Jesus your servant. To you be glory 
forever. 3. You, almighty Lord, created all things for the sake of your 
name, and you gave food and drink to human beings for enjoyment, 
so that they would thank you. But you graced us with spiritual food 
and drink and eternal life through Jesus, your servant. 4. Above all, 
we thank you, Lord, because you are powerful. To you be glory 
forever. 5. Be mindful, Lord, of your church, to preserve it from all 
evil, and to perfect it in your love. And, once it is sanctified, gather it 
from the four winds into the kingdom which you have prepared for 
it For power and glory are yours forever. 6. May grace come, and 
may this world pass by. Hosanna to the God of David! If anyone is 
holy, let him come. If anyone is not, let him repent. Our Lord, come! 
Amen. 7. But permit the prophets to give thanks as they see fit. 8. 
And concerning the ointment, give thanks as follows: 9. We thank 
you, Father, for the fragrant ointment which you have made known 
to us through Jesus your servant. 

Glory to you forever. Amen. 


Among noteworthy features is the order of the wine before the 
bread (cf. the shorter text in Lk 22:17-19a). The eucharist 
seems to be a freestanding rite; in some early Christian gath- 
erings, such as Paul describes in the Corinthian correspond- 
ence, the eucharist was celebrated at the conclusion of a 
communal meal. 
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Did. 9.2 presumably tries to connect Jesus with his Davidic, 
Messianic, origins, the strange image of the vine here being 
suggested by the context. The significance of the gathering of 
the grain to make the loafin 9:4 also comes from a eucharistic 
context and perhaps echoes Jn 6:12 or, more generally, the 
unifying of the church implicit in the conclusion to the stories 
of the miraculous feedings. 9:5 clearly refers to a eucharist, 
making it less likely that chs. 9-10 refer to an agape (several 
scholars have suggested it does, encouraged, perhaps, by the 
absence of references here to body and blood). The eucharistic 
interpretation is encouraged by the argumentthat the context 
of chs. 9-10 (and 1-10 as a whole) is that of the annual 
baptism-eucharist ceremony. 

The thanksgiving prayer in ch. 10 addresses God as ‘holy 
Father’, which may be compared with Jn 17:11 (itself from the 
liturgical section, Jn 15-17, which takes place in the upper 
room and begins with the True Vine discourse). Links with the 
Johannine tradition are not, however, a prominent feature of 
the Didache. 

10.2-9 can be seen as antiphonal. To emphasize the par- 
ticipatory nature of the prayer the Coptic tradition here adds 
‘Amen three times. Also in these verses can be seen echoes of 
the Lord’s Prayer. This suggests either a direct borrowing by 
the originators of this prayer or that the Didachist and Jesus 
merely share the same understanding of topics to be put on 
the agenda for prayer, whichis perhaps all thatthe Paternoster 
itself is. Comparable echoes are to be found in the Geth- 
semane story in the NT. 

The prayer over oil (or incense) in 10.8 is found only in the 
Coptic; it is not in the Greek. The use of incense or oil is well 
established in varying religious traditions. In the NT, ofcourse, 
its use is primarily connected with the anointing of Jesus in the 
Bethany episode (which was, perhaps, a coronation, or at least 
a Messiah-making event), or with the burial of Jesus. Anoint- 
ing of the sick with oil is found in Jas 5:14, and oil was used in 
the mysterious rite known as ‘sealing’, which is referred to on 
several occasions in the second-century apocryphal Acts (e.g. 
Acts of Andrew, 10; Acts of Paul, 25; Acts of Thomas, 27). 


(Chs. 11-15) In the later parts of the Didache there are also 
instructions about travelling prophets, bishops, and deacons. 
References to itinerant preachers (chs. 13-14) as well as to a 
settled ministry (chs. 15), and the relation of these preachers to 
the bishops and deacons are obviously of supreme importance 
to church historians interested in tracing the growth of 
church discipline and organization. This section in the 
Didache encourages biblical scholars to make comparisons 
with passages such as 1 Tim. 3:2—13; Titus 1:5—9; and Phil 1:1. 
Particularly noteworthy is Did. 13: 


1. And every true prophet who wishes to settle among you deserves 
his food. 2. Similarly, a true teacher also deserves, like the labourer, 
his food [cf: Mt 10:10b]. 3. So when you [sing.] take any firstfruits of 
what is produced by the wine press and the threshing floor, by cows 
and by sheep, you [sing.] shall give the firstfruits to the prophets, for 
they are your [pl.] high priests. 4. If, however you [pl.] have no 
prophet, give [them] to the poor. 5. If you [sing. in vv. 5-7] make bread, 
take the firstfruits and give them according to the commandment. 6. 
Likewise, when you open a jar of wine or oil, take the firstfruits and 
give them to the prophets. 7. Take the firstfruits of money and clothing 
and whatever else you own as youthink best and give them according 
to the commandment. 


1311 


Prophets and teachers in the Didache are the real successors to 
the apostles—it is they who receive the firstfruits. Teachers are 
worthy of their hire, just as the apostles are in Mt 10:10. The 
historic and hierarchical order, apostles—prophets—teachers, 
is reminiscent of 1 Cor 12:28 (cf. also Eph 4:11). 

Ch. 15 is likely to be one of the most recently composed 
sections of the work because we have here instructions for a 
settled ministry of bishops and deacons (presbyters are not 
mentioned). The precise social context in which such issues 
would have been relevant for the church are not self-evident. 


(Ch. 16) is an eschatological appendix with teaching about the 
Antichrist (in v. 4) and the second coming (in w. 7-8, assum- 
ing ‘the Lord’ there to be Jesus). There are links with Mt 24 
(and parallels) but there are differences in both content and 
language. There are also other links with the eschatological 
passages in 1 Thess 4:12-5:13 and elsewhere in the NT, sug- 
gesting a common Jewish-Christian background. The apoc- 
ryphal Apocalypse of Peter in Ethiopic begins with an 
eschatological passage that also has close parallels with Did. 
16, including the sign-working deceiver, the cross preceding 
the Lord as he comes, the regal procession, and judgement. 


1. Keep vigil over your life. Let your lamps not go out and let your 
loins not be ungirded but be ready for you do not know the hour at 
which our Lord is coming. 2. You shall assemble frequently, seeking 
what pertains to your souls, for the whole time of your belief will be 
of no profit to you unless you are perfected at the final hour. 3. For in 
the final days false prophets and corruptors will be multiplied, and 
the sheep will turn into wolves, and love will turn into hate. 4. As 
lawlessness increases, they will hate and persecute and betray one 
another, and at that time the one who leads the world astray will 
appear as a son of God and will work signs and wonders, and the 
earth will be given into his hands and he will do godless things 
which have never been done since the beginning of time. 5. Then 
human creation will pass into the testing fire and many will fall away 
and perish but those who persevere in their belief will be saved by 
the curse itself 6. and then the signs of truth will appear, first, the 
sign spread out in heaven, next, the signal of the trumpet call, and 
third, resurrection of the dead—7. not of all the dead but, as it has 
been said, ‘The Lord will come and all the holy ones with him.’ 8. 
Then the world will see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven. 


Bibliography: Wengst (1984); Niederwimmer (1993); Ror- 
dorf and Tuilier (1978); Tuckett (1989); Draper (1996); the 
Greek text of the Didache with an ET is found in Lake (1912-13: 
i. 308-33). A full bibliography of works on the Didache from 
about 1900 to go is found in Jefford (1995). 


The Epistle of Barnabas 


D. 1. The Didache and Bamabas have much in common. Both 
were written about the same time, both are found in the 
Bryennios MS, and, most significantly, both contain the pas- 
sage aboutthe Two Ways, which naturally raises the questions 
whether the Didache copied it from Barnabas or whether 
Bamabas found it in the Didache. (The common solution to 
the interrelationship of these passages is to say that the sec- 
tion containing the Two Ways came to both authors independ- 
ently.) Both works are examples of an evolved literature, 
preserving and transmitting traditions. But whereas the 
Didache is a catechetical work aimed at initiates, Barnabas is 
aimed at reclaiming Jewish Christians, who were in danger of 
returning to Judaism. 
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2. Summary of contents: 
Ch. 1: Introduction 
2.1-16.10: The correct interpretation of the (Jewish) scrip- 
tures. 

chs. 2-3: The Lord does not require sacrifice and fasting; 
these have been superseded by the sacrifice of Jesus. 

ch. 4: Warnings about the coming judgement. 

chs. 5-6: Why the Lord suffered in the flesh. 

chs. 7-8: The Lord’s suffering paralleled in the scapegoat 
and the red heifer. 

chs. 9-10: Circumcision explained. 

chs. 11-12: The OT tells us about baptism, the cross, the 
crucifixion, and Jesus. 

chs. 13-14: Covenant explained. 

ch. 15: Sabbath explained. 

ch. 16: The temple explained as the presence of God in 
believers. 
17.1-18.1a: Transitional passage. 
18:1b-20: The Two Ways passage. 

ch. 21: Conclusion. 

3. Author. The work is anonymous—the author is un- 
known, but early tradition attributed it to Barnabas. He is 
likely to have been a Gentile Christian if the reference in 
16.7 toa time ‘before we believed in God’ is allowed its plain 
meaning. Others see him as a Jewish Christian: there are 
several Jewish elements in the writing, and he is familiar 
with Jewish law, ritual, and sacrifices. The Two Ways passage 
was probably originally Jewish. The author was certainly fa- 
miliar with various methods of Jewish interpretation such as 
haggadah, midrash, and Halakah. Evenifthe author was nota 
Jewish Christian, he was obviously aware of, and had access 
to, Jewish traditions. 

4. The author compiled his letter from several previously 
existing traditions. The epistle is an evolved piece of literature, 
but that does not mean that the tradition is more important 
than the redactor. There is a certain lack of coherence and 
consistency in the letter, but it is not as lacking in overall 
direction as a first reading might suggest. The author is 
more than a mere compiler—he has an overall theological 
plan, in which his main Tendenz is an anti-Jewish slant im- 
posed by him on his sources. 

5. Early Recognition. Clement of Alexandria quotes Barna- 
bas as ‘scripture’. There are seven citations in Clement of 
Alexandria’s Stromateis 2 and 5 from Barnabas. Eusebius, 
Hist. Eccl. 6.14.1, says Clement, Hypotyposets (now lost), in- 
cluded commentary on Bamabas (and Jude with the other 
Catholic epistles and the Apocalypse of Peter). Origen refers to 
Bamabas as a Catholic epistle (c. Cels. 1.63 citing Barn. 5.9). 
Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. 6.13.6-14.1 places Barnabas among the 
‘disputed’ writings; 3.25.4 has itamong the ‘spurious’ writings. 

Jerome, De Vir. Ill. 6, refers tothe Didache and Bamabas as 
‘apocryphal’. He cites Barn. 8.2 in In Ezek. 43.19; Barn. 5.9 is 
quoted (as in Origen) in Adv. Pel. 3.2, although Origen mis- 
attributed it to Ignatius. The canonical list in Codex Claro- 
montanus refers to the Epistle of Barnabas but possibly the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, lacking in that catalogue, is meant. 
The Catalogue of the Sixty Books calls Barnabas ‘apocryphal’, 
and the Stichometry of Nicephorus labels it ‘disputed’. 

6. Text. The letter survives in Greek and Latin. The Greek 
MSS containing it are the biblical Codex Sinaiticus of the 
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fourth century and Codex Hierosolymitanus (or Constantino- 
politanus), the eleventh-century MS discovered by Bryennios 
and published by him in 1883. Bryennios’ MS, already ref: 
erred to above in connection with the Didache, contains, in 
addition to the Didache and Barnabas, 1 and 2 Clement, Chry- 
sostom’s Synopsis of the OTand NT (incomplete), and the long 
recension of Ignatius’ letters (see 1.1-2). 

Its appearance in Codex Sinaiticus shows that in the fourth 
century its canonical status was considered a possibility, Bar- 
nabas occurs immediately after Revelation without a break—it 
is not in a separate appendix. The fact that Barnabas is found 
(together with the Shepherd of Hermas) in this biblical MS 
suggests the scribe copied it (and the Shepherd) as if they 
were of equal status with the preceding books. In addition 
there is a family of Greek MSS, the oldest being eleventh 
century, in which Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians, 9.2, is 
followed directly by Barnabas 5.7. In an ancestor ofthis family, 
a scribe obviously carelessly omitted the end of Polycarp and 
the beginning of Barnabas and thereby accidentally combined 
the two works in this way. The epistle is also found in a ninth- 
to tenth-century Latin MS (Codex Corbeiensis), now in St 
Petersburg. This MS ends at ch. 17, and thus omits the pas- 
sage about the Two Ways, raising the questions whether the 
Latin omitted that section from an earlier, longer version or 
whether the Greek tradition interpolated the section from 
another source into a form of Barnabas comparable to that 
now known to us only in the Latin version. 

7. Provenance. Barnabas was probably intended for a com- 
munity in which Jewish Christians were in contact with Jews, 
although the precise locality in which it was written, or to 
which it was addressed, is not clear. Alexandria is a strong 
possibility, but, because the Two Ways passage has parallels 
with the Manual of Discipline from Qumran (1QS 3:13-4:28), 
some seek a place of composition east of Alexandria itself. 

8. Date. The question of the date of Barnabas hinges on two 
passages, 4.4-5 and 16.3-4. 

4-4-5: 

And the prophet speaks thus: Ten kingdoms will reign on the 
earth. And afterward there will arise a little king, who will humiliate 
three of the kingdoms simultaneously. Similarly, Daniel says 
concerming the same one: And I saw the fourth beast, wicked and 
powerful and more dangerous than all the beasts of the sea; and ten 
horns sprouted from him, and from them budded a little offshoot of 
a horn; and it humiliated three of the great hors simultaneously. 


There is a wide diversity of views on the interpretation of these 
verses. It has sometimes been concluded that the ten kings 
seem to lead up to Trajan, with Vespasian, Titus, and Domi- 
tian as the three humbled emperors; the ‘little horn’ is then 
seen here as Nero Redivivus, who will be subdued by the 
returning Jesus. Thus a date in Hadrian’s reign (117-138 CE) 
is required for this interpretation. 

16.3-4: 

Furthermore, he says again: Behold, those who tore down this 
Temple will themselves build it. It is happening. Because of their 


fighting it was torn down by the enemies. And now the very servants 
of the enemies will themselves rebuild it. 


If the reference is to a literal temple (and that is by no means 
certain) then we need a date prior to 132, when Hadrian built a 
Roman temple on the site of the Jerusalem temple. 
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The outer limits for the date of composition thus seem to be 
117 cE and 132 cE. Butif Nerva (96-8 cz) is to be identified as 
the little horn, this could mean that the letter was composed in 
his short but benign reign. His favourable attitude to Judaism 
could well have been responsible for the rumour that the 
temple would be rebuilt. 

In so far as Barnabas is a composite work, there is the 
possibility that some of the material is of varying dates, hence 
it would be unwise to date it by any one piece of evidence; 
moreover its use of stock apocalyptic imagery makes it unreli- 
able to pinpoint precise historical events. 

9. Teaching. Whatever date is agreed upon, it is clear that 
the motivation for the writing of Barnabas was a resurgence of 
confidence in Judaism, perhaps fuelled by or even responsible 
for a belief that the Jerusalem temple would be rebuilt. This 
confidence was felt by the author of Barnabas to be destabiliz- 
ing the Christian community. There was a temptation that 
some Christians (presumably of Jewish origin) would relapse 
into Judaism, and they needed reminding about the relation- 
ship of Judaism and Christianity, the role and purpose of the 
Jewish law, and the place of Christian ethics. 

10. Gnosis. is a key term throughout the letter, but this is 
nota Gnostic work as commonly understood. The gnosis here 
refers to special insights; it is not an unorthodox, speculative 
Gnosticism. It may be divided into exegetical and ethical 
gnosis. Exegetical gnosis, especially of OT events, gives the 
‘correct’ understanding of salvation history—the interpret- 
ation of scripture is the central focus of the writing. Chs. 
2.1-16.10 give a spiritualized understanding ofthe OT. Ethical 
gnosis means right conduct (in the Two Ways passage), that is, 
the correct understanding of the Lord’s requirements for 
ethical behaviour. 

11. Barnabas makes a significant contribution to our under- 
standing of Christianity at the end of the first and, probably, 
the beginning of the second centuries. Carleton Paget (1994: 
264) writes: ‘The survival of the Epistle of Barnabas is fortuit- 
ous, for it serves to remind all students of Early Christianity of 
the incomplete and fragmentary nature of what we know 
about this subject, and can, along with other extra-canonical 
texts, have the salutary effect of subverting glib reconstruc- 
tions of Christian origins.’ 

12. The message of Barnabas is that Christians need to 
reassert their independence—it is they who are the true 
people of the Covenant. This reflects concerns similar to those 
of Paul several decades previously. For Paul the church was in 
the new age of the Spirit, Judaism had had a place in the 
history of salvation but, since the coming of Christ, the period 
of the law now belonged only to the old dispensation. For 
Bamabas the relevance of the God-given law is differently 
interpreted: it had always been incorrectly understood by 
Jews. Using his particular exegetical gnosis the author shows 
how, in particular, circumcision, covenant, sabbath obser- 
vance, and the temple should have been interpreted, and 
using allegorical and other interepretative methods gives sev- 
eral examples of right understanding. 

13. A good example of this is ch. 9, on circumcision. Its 
symbolic significance is emphasized; true circumcision 
is obedience. Little in this chapter is distinctively Christian 
until we reach the closing section. The symbolic signific- 
ance of numbers (gematria) is important in much Jewish 
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writing. Here it is applied to the name of Jesus and to the 
cross: 


Learn, then, abundantly concerning everything, children of love, for 
when Abraham first gave circumcision, he circumcised while 
looking forward in the spirit to Jesus, and he received the teachings 
of the three letters. For it says: And Abraham circumcised the men 
of his household [Gen. 17:23], 18 and 300 in number [Gen. 14:14]. 
What, then, is the gnosis which was given him? Learn! For a 
distinction is made in that the 18 comes first, then it says 300. Now 
the (number) 18 (is represented by two letters), J =10 and E =8— 
thus you have “JE,” the abbreviation for “JEsus.” And because the 
cross, represented by the letter T (= 300), was destined to convey 
special significance it also says 300. He makes clear, then, that JEsus 
is symbolized by the two letters (JE 18), while in the one letter (T 
300) is symbolized the cross. He who placed the implanted gift of 
his teaching in us knows! No one has learned from me a more 
trustworthy lesson! But I know that you are worthy. 


In the second century the pagan Lucian mentions (in Judicum 
Vocalium, 12) that the cross is constructed in the form of a T 
and ‘is so named by men’. 

14. Throughout, Barnabas teaches that the New Israel is 
Christianity and that the OT had always been a Christian 
book. The Jews had got their own traditions wrong. The Jew- 
ish literal interpretation of the law was due to the devices ofan 
evil angel, who had deceived Jews. This unusual approach 
demonstrates the distinctiveness of this letter, and probably 
ensured its preservation, success, and popularity. It survived 
in the MS tradition over several centuries, and was quoted 
(particularly by Egyptian fathers), respected, and venerated as 
one new way of looking at a perennial problem in early 
Christianity—the relationship of Christianity and Judaism. 
Other approaches differed. Marcion, for example, simply jet- 
tisoned the OT. The canonical Hebrews speaks of two coven- 
ants, and of the supremacy of the new over the old—the old 
dispensation was only temporary, whereas Christ’s atoning 
sacrifice is eternal. 

15. There are thirteen references to suffering in the epistol 
which have led some to suggest that Barnabas could have been 
a document (like 1 Peter, or Melito’s Paschal Homily) written 
for and read at a paschal feast, when the whole redemptive 
work attributed to Christ (his death, resurrection, ascension, 
and parousia) would have been recalled and recited. Barnabas 
is closer to being a paschal homily than a baptismal liturgy. 
The explicit references to baptism at 6.11, 14; 11.1-11; 16.8 
would have been particularly appropriate, especially as the 
theme of death and resurrection is often associated with 
baptism, for instance as in Rom 6:1-14. Like the Didache, 
Barnabas probably originated at the annual baptismal- 
eucharistic paschal feast. 

16. Among other main themes are that the day of judge- 
ment is close, that salvation lies in the future and that Christ, 
who had been pre-existent, suffered and died in the flesh to 
purify a once sinful people. Only he makes possible a correct 
interpretation of the Scriptures. All of this is justified by an 
appeal to Scripture (i.e. the OT) not to Jesus’ sayings. Christ is 
expected as the judge at the end-time. 

17. Barnabas and the NT. Bam. 4.14 knows the words found 
in Mt 22:14: ‘When you note that great signs and wonders 
were performed in Israel but that [the Jews] have been aban- 
doned, let us take heed lest we be found to be, as it is written, 
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“many called but few chosen”.’ However, there is little sup- 
port for the idea that the author had the written, canonical 
gospel in mind. It is more likely that he was familiar with the 
saying from the oral tradition. Similarly the references to 
Jesus’ imbibing gall and vinegar on the cross (Barn. 7.3, 5) 
are also likely to have reached him from oral tradition. Barn. 
5-9 (the verse known to Origen and Jerome) parallels Mk 2.17, 
calling sinners to repentance; 6.6 perhaps knows the passage 
about the casting of lots for Jesus’ garments; 5.12 quotes the 
passage about the smiting ofthe sheep, recalling, perhaps, Mt 
26:31 and Mk 14:27, although it may have come to him from 
Zech 13:7. The following (6.13; 7.9; 12.10—-11) are also paral- 
leled in biblical passages: 


And the Lord says: Behold, I make the last things like the first. (cf. 
Rev 21:5) 


Because they will see him then, on that day, wearing the scarlet robe 
around his flesh and they will say: Is not this he whom we once 
crucified, despising and piercing and spitting on him? Surely this 
was the one who then said he was God’s Son. (cf. Mk 14:39 and par.) 
10. Since then, they were going to say that Messiah is David’s Son, 
David himself—fearing and perceiving the error of the sinners— 
prophesies: The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your feet’ [Ps 110:1]. 1. And again, 
Isaiah says as follows: The Lord said to my Messiah, the Lord, whose 
right hand I held, that nations would become obedient to him, and ‘I 
will demolish the strength of kings’ [Isa 45:1]. Notice how David says 
he is ‘Lord’, and does not say ‘Son’. (cf. Mk 12:36 and par.) 


None of these parallels requires a literary dependence of 
Barnabas on the NT texts. 

18. Barnabas and the OT. All the extensive allusions, refer- 
ences, and quotations from the OT Scriptures are loose and 
are likely to have reached the author from previously existing 
(oral) testimonies. Over twenty come from the LXX of Isaiah. 
Several are from the LXX Psalter. There are loose citations also 
from the Pentateuch. 6.2—4 combines loose and exact citation 
from the LXX of Isaiah and the Psalms: 


2. And again, since he was established as a mighty Stone which 
crushes, the prophet says of him: Behold, | will insert into the 
foundations of Zion a Stone which is precious, chosen, a 
cornerstone, prized [Isa 28: 16a]. Then what does he say? And who- 
ever trusts in him will live forever. Is our hope, then, on a stone? Not in 
the least! But he speaks in such a way since the Lord has established 
his flesh in strength. For he says: And he established me as a solid 
Rock [see Isa 50:7b]. And again the prophet says: Thevery Stone which 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone [Ps. 118:22]! And 
again he says: This is the great and awesome Day which the Lord made 
[Ps. 118:244; see 118:23]. 


Barn. 2.4—-10 and 13.1-7 are also particularly noteworthy for 
the way in which LXX citations are employed and for the 
author’s linking of quotations from different books. 
Bibliography: Windisch (1920); Kraft (1965); Prigent and 
Kraft (1971); Wengst (1984); Carleton Paget (1994); Hlavik 
(1996). The Greek text of Barnabas with an Eng. trans. is 
found in Lake (1912-13: i. 340-409). 

E. Among other Apostolic Fathers to be considered, albeit 
briefly, are the pseudo-Clementine letters and the Shepherd 
of Hermas, all of which are found attached to fourth- 
century biblical MSS. 1 and 2 Clement appear at the end 
of Codex Alexandrinus, the Shepherd is found at the end of 
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Codex Sinaiticus. We shall then turn briefly to the Epistles by 
Ignatius. 


The Pseudo-Clementine Letters: 1 Clement 


F. 1. This anonymousletterto the church in Corinth is claimed 
in later tradition to have been written by Clement, the third or 
fourth bishop of Rome. The letter, likely to have been written 
at the end of the first century, is concerned with church order 
and ministry. Roman authority and jurisdiction over the 
church in Corinth seem to have been taken for granted by its 
composer. 

2. The letter is in the Bryennios MS. As well as being in the 
Codex Alexandrinus, 1 Clement is found alongside the NT text 
in one of the two extant Coptic papyri, and ina twelfth-century 
Syriac NT (now in Cambridge). This suggests that 1 Clement 
teetered on the edge of the NT canon in several areas of Chris- 
tianity over many centuries. Eusebius knewthat it was read in 
churches. The epistle was used by Polycarp, and praised by 
Irenaeus, who quotes from it, as does Clement of Alexandria. 
There are a few links with the canonical 1 Corinthians and 
Hebrews. Links with the canonical gospels are more tenuous. 
Its doxologies, prayers, and trinitarian formulae are instruc- 
tive for our understanding of late first-century liturgy. 

3. The author preaches forgiveness and harmony to a 
church riven with discord and schism. Christians are urged 
to perform good deeds as a consequence of their faith. 1 
Clement sees the OT as a model for Christian practice (e.g. 
the Jewish priesthood is analogous tothe Christian ministry). 
But a secular example, the phoenix, is taken in 1 Clem. 25 asa 
parallel to resurrection and is set out as a proof for faith in a 
future resurrection of the faithful dead: 


Let us consider the strange sign which takes place in the East, that is 
in the districts near Arabia. There is a bird which is called the 
Phoenix. This is the only one of its kind, and lives 500 years and 
when the time of its dissolution in death is at hand, it makes itself a 
sepulchre of frankincense and myrrh and other spices, and when the 
time is fulfilled it enters into it and dies. Now, from the corruption of 
its flesh there springs a worm, which is nourished by the juices of 
the dead bird, and puts forth wings. Then, when it has become 
strong, it takes up that sepulchre, in which are the bones of its 
predecessor, and carriers them from the country of Arabia as far as 
Egypt until it reaches the city called Heliopolis, and in the daylight in 
the sight of all it flies to the altar of the Sun, places them there, and 
then starts back to its former home. Then the priests inspect the 
registers of dates, and they find that it has come at the fulfilment of 
the 5ooth year. 


The same story (with variations) occurs in Herodotus and in 
Pliny. 
4. Among words of Jesus, two that occur in the letter (13.2; 


46. 7b-8) are: 


For he spoke thus: ‘Be merciful, that you may obtain mercy. Forgive, 
that you may be forgiven. As you do, so shall it be done to you. As 
you give, so shall it be given unto you. As you judge, so shall you be 
judged. As youare kind, so shall kindness be shown you. With what 
measure you mete, it shall be measured to you.’ 


Remember the words of the Lord Jesus; for he said, ‘Woe to that 
man: it were good for him if he had not been bom, than that he 
should offend one of my elect: it were better for him that a millstone 
be hung on him, and he be cast into the sea, than that he should 
turn aside one of my elect.’ 
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The former has links with verses in the Sermon on the Mount 
in the NT. The latter parallels Mt 26:24 || Mk 14:21 || Lk 22:22 
and Mt 18:6 || Mk 9:42 || Lk 17:2, but it is unlikely that the 
author of 1 Clement was familiar with our written gospels: his 
sources are more probably oral traditions. 


2 Clement 


G. 2 Clement, like 1 Clement, is found in the Bryennios MS, in 
Codex Alexandrinus, and in the twelfth-century Cambridge 
Syriac NT, but not in Latin or Coptic. It is a homily on self: 
control and repentance; it is not a letter and has a different 
authorship from 1 Clement. The date and provenance are 
unclear. Possibly it comes from Rome in the mid-second 
century. Its main value is as an example of early, unsophisti- 
cated, Jewish-Christian thought from that period. 


Bibliography: An appendix given over to Greek, Roman, and 
other stories concerning the figure of the phoenix is to be 
found in Linnemann (1992). This book gives a detailed com- 
mentary on both 1 and 2 Clement. Other works on these letters 
are: 

Wengst (1984); Grant and Graham (1965); Welbourn, ABD i. 
1055-60. 

The Greek text of 1and 2 Clement with an ET is found in Lake 
(1912-13: i. 8-163). 


The Shepherd of Hermas 


H. 1. Several MS copies of this text have survived, including 
the Codex Sinaiticus, where about a quarter of the Shepherd 
follows Barnabas. The Shepherd is cited by Irenaeus, Clement 
of Alexandria, Origen, Athanasius, and Tertullian, usually as 
scripture. The Muratorian Canon allows it to be read privately. 

2. Hermas is the unknown author and it is he who is the 
hero of the story. The Shepherd is divided into three parts: five 
Visions after which come twelve Mandates (or Precepts) and 
ten Similitudes (or Parables). It has been suggested by several 
scholars that these sections may have come from different 
sources. The composition is likely to have developed in the 
mid-second century. Its aim is to inculcate a need for repent- 
ance. There are some links with material known to us in the 
NT, but there is no convincing evidence of direct copying. 
Vision 10 (the Good Shepherd) suggests parallels with Jn 10. 


Bibliography: Commentaries on the text are: 

Dibelius (1923); Joly (1968); Whittaker (1967); Kirkland 
(1990); Osiek (1999). See also Hahneman (1992), esp. ch. 2. 
The Greek and Latin text of the Shepherd with an Eng. trans. 
is in Lake (1912-13: ii. 6-305). 


The Letters of Ignatius 


I. 1. Ignatius of Antioch en route to his martyrdom in Rome, an 
event which probably took place c.107 cz, wrote letters to the 
churches in Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, Smyrna, and 
Philadelphia, and to Polycarp. These letters were circulated 
and gathered together, and were quoted by Eusebius and 
Theodoret, among others. The original seven were interpol- 
ated, and spurious letters were added to the corpus. 

2. The originals, known to Eusebius, survive in Greek, 
Latin, Syriac, and in other languages. (The long recension, 
containing interpolations to the genuine seven letters to- 
gether with six additional letters, survives in Greek and Latin.) 
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The &pistle to the Romans had a different textual history as it 
was subsequently incorporated into a martyrology—wit- 
nesses to this epistle are extensive but of variable quality. 

3. Ignatius’ friend Polycarp in his letter to the Philippians 
refers in ch. 13 to a collection of the martyr’s letters, which he 
was forwarding to Philippi. 

4. The main emphasis of Ignatius’ seven letters is to defend 
an authoritarian episcopacy. The letters also contain warnings 
against a Judaizing heresy with docetic overtones. Whether 
this was one heresy or two—Judaco-Gnosticism or Judaism 
and Docetism—is debated. Jesus’ divinity is stressed—he is 
called ‘God’ at least twelve times in these letters—but the 
corporeality and reality of his birth and death are taught. 
The life of Christ is said to be continued in the eucharist. 

5. Ignatius was aware of a collection of Paul’s letters. He 
quotes or alludes to 1 Corinthians nearly fifty times, although 
often in a free and paraphrastic way. There are allusions to 
most of Paul’s other letters too. His letter to the Ephesians, 
17.2-18.1, is a good example of his use of Paul: 


Why are we not all wise [cf. 1 Cor 4:10], since we have received the 
knowledge of God, namely Jesus Christ [Col2:2]? Why are we foolishly 
perishing [1 Cor 1:18], ignoring the gift which the Lord has truly sent? 
My spirit is devoted to the cross, which is a stumbling block to 
unbelievers but salvation and eternal life to us [1 Cor 1:18, 23-4]. 
‘Where is the wise man? Where is the debater? Where is the boasting 
of the so-called intelligent [1 Cor 1:20]?’ 


6. Inhis letterto Polycarp, 2.1-2, Ignatius perhaps betrays a 
knowledge of the canonical gospels: 


If you love good disciples, it is no credit to you [Lk 6:32]; instead, 
bring the more troublesome into subjection by gentleness. ‘Not all 
wounds are healed by the same plaster.’ ‘Relieve convulsions by moist 
applications.’ ‘Be prudent as the serpent’ in every matter and ‘sincere 
as the dove’ [Mt 10:16] always. 


7. Ignatius’ Romans 7.3 with its reference to a future eu- 
charist associated with the resurrection of believers has also 
been pointed to as example of Ignatius’ knowledge of John’s 
gospel, esp. 6:33, 51-8: ‘I take no pleasure in the food of 
corruption or in the pleasures of this life. I desire the bread 
of God [Jn 6:33], which is the flesh of Jesus Christ (who was of 
the seed of David), and for drink I desire his blood, which is 
imperishable love.’ But perhaps Ignatius’ memory of this 
material came from the oral tradition rather than his reading 
of the gospels. 


Bibliography: Grant (1966); the Greek text of the Epistles of 
Ignatius with an ET is found in Lake (1912-13: i. 172-277). 


General Bibliography: On the Apostolic Fathers see Grant, 
(1964); Barnard (1966); Tugwell (1989). The whole question 
of the links between Jesus material and the Apostolic Fathers 
is investigated in the influential monograph by Késter (1957). 


THE NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA 


J. General Introduction. 1. Many of these texts tell of the deeds 
and pronouncements of characters who figure in the NT 
proper—Jesus of course, but also his parents, Joseph and 
Mary, Pilate, Paul, Peter, and other apostles. There is also a 
tendency in this literature to base stories around the many 
fringe characters of the NT narratives, the woman with the 
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issue of blood, the good and bad thieves, Zachariah, and 
apostles who in the NT do not occur prominently in their 
own right—Andrew or John, for example. The main link 
between the ‘apocryphal’ and ‘canonical’ texts (to use those 
terms anachronistically when referring predominantly to 
first-third-century compositions) is not so much the genres 
of literature but the attempts in the apocryphal literature to 
amplify events and details about the dramatis personae found 
in the earlier canonical books and in some cases to fill per- 
ceived gaps in the canonical accounts. 

2. We are assuming for the moment that the apocryphal 
literature is in each case later than the books which were 
incorporated into the NT. If we assume the secondary nature 
of the apocryphal books and a date for their composition in 
and subsequent to the second century, we can see that one of 
the main motives behind the composition of these books was 
to satisfy the curiosity of the faithful about characters and 
events not always fully developed in the NT itself. 

3. We now turn to look at the different genres of literature 
within the apocryphal NT in more detail. These are categor- 
ized as gospels, acts, epistles, and apocalypses. 

4. Lost Gospels. Some gospels are known now only by their 
titles found in patristic and other sources, while extracts from 
some others are known from attributed citations in patristic 
works. Among the latter are Jewish-Christian gospels (e.g. the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews, known from quotations in 
Origen and Jerome), the Gospel of the Egyptians, parts of which 
are quoted in the work of Clement of Alexandria, and the 
Preaching of Peter, parts of which are known from Clement 
of Alexandria and Origen. 

5. Extant Gospels. Some of these have survived complete or 
relatively so, others are fragmentary. The main apocryphal 
gospel texts are the Protevangelium of James, the Infancy Gospel 
of Thomas, the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, the Arabic Infancy 
Gos pel, the Gos pel of Thomas, the Gos pel of Peter, and the Gos pel 
of Nicodemus. 

6. Certainly it is true to say that although we have passion 
gospels and birth/infancy gospels, there is nothing now ex- 
tant comparable to the canonical gospels. What have survived 
are texts that tell stories which could belong to the period of 
Jesus’ ministry. Some are only small fragments containing 
sometimes only one episode, sometimes three or four stories. 
Again, we have no means of knowing the original scope or 
scale of the texts from which these fragments have chanced to 
survive. 

7. The existence of additional stories and ‘secret sayings’ (to 
use this conventional, but erroneous, description) need not 
surprise us. The NT authors themselves did not claim to give a 
complete record of everything that Jesus did and said. The 
gospel writers made a selection of the material available to 
them in the oral tradition or in earlier written accounts (see for 
instance Jn 20:30-1). Some sayings of Jesus are known to us 
outside the gospels in Acts 20:35, or in Paul’s letters (e.g. 1 Cor 
7:10; 9:14; 1 Thess 4:15-17). It may well be that some of the 
sayings or stories of Jesus known to us from later accounts— 
the writings of a church father or, as here, in the apocryphal 
texts—are as authentic and as historic as those in the NT itself. 
Some modern scholars are even prepared to argue for a first- 
century origin of some of the following apocryphal stories and 
sayings. 
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8. The most famous ofthese fragments of apocryphal gos- 

pels is the second-century Egerton Papyrus in the British 
Library. This contains four stories on the front and reverse of 
two fragments. The MS has recently been supplemented by 
an additional fragment known as P.K6ln 255 (inv. 608), which 
enables the text in the London fragments to be extended 
slightly. These stories have biblical parallels, in particular 
the healing of a leper (cf. Mt 8:2-4 and par.), paying tribute 
to Caesar (Mt 22:15-22 and par.) and the prophecy of Isaiah 
(cf. Mt 15:7-8 and par.); an episode with echoes of Jn 5:39, 45— 
6; 9:29. 
And behold, a leper approached him and said, “Teacher Jesus, while 
journeying with lepers and eating with them in the inn, I myself also 
became a leper. If, therefore, you are willing, 1 am cleansed.’ The 
Lord said to him, ‘I am willing: be cleansed.’ And immediately the 
leprosy departed from him, and the Lord said, ‘Go, show yourself to 
the priests and make an offering for your cleansing as Moses 
commanded, and sin no more...’ 


...came to him to tempt him, saying, “Teacher Jesus, we know that 
you have come from God, for the things which you do bear witness 
beyond all the prophets. Tell us then: Is it lawful to render to kings 
what pertains to their rule? Shall we render it to them or not?’ But 
Jesus, knowing their mind, said to them in indignation, ‘Why do you 
call me teacher with your mouth, when you do not do what I say? 
Isaiah prophesied correctly when he said about you: This people 
honours me with its lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do 
they worship me, [teaching as doctrines merely human] command- 
ments.’ 


Jesus said] to the lawyers, ‘[Punish] every wrong-doer and 
transgressor, and not me...what he does as he does it.’ Then, 
turning to the rulers of the people, he spoke this word, ‘Search the 
scriptures, in which you think you have life; it is they which bear 
witness to me. Do not think that I have come to accuse you to my 
Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope.’ 
When they said, “We know well that God spoke to Moses; but as for 
you, we do not know where you come from,’ Jesus said in reply, 
‘Now your unbelief is accused to the ones who were witnessed to by 
him. If you had believed [in Moses] you would have believed me, 
because he wrote to your fathers about me.’ 


9. Among other fragments are the Oxyrhynchus Papyrus 
840 (P.Oxy. 840) of the fourth century and the Fayyum frag- 
ment of the third century, although the text they contain is 
likely to be considerably older. P.Oxy. 840 in its entirety con- 
tains the following story: 


[B]efore he does wrong he makes all kinds of ingenious excuses. ‘But 
take care lest you also suffer the same things as they did, for those 
who do evil not only receive their chastisement from men but they 
await punishment and great torment.’ Then he took them with him 
and brought them into the place of purification itself, and was 
walking in the temple. A Pharisee, a chief priest named Levi, met 
them and said to the Saviour, ‘Who gave you permission to walk in 
this place of purification and look upon these holy vessels when you 
have not bathed and your disciples have not washed their feet? But 
you have walked in this temple in a state of defilement, whereas no 
one else comes in or dares to view these holy vessels without having 
bathed and changed his clothes.’ Thereupon the Saviour stood with 
his disciples and answered him. ‘Are you then clean, here in the 
temple as you are?’ He said, ‘I am clean, for I have bathed in the pool 
of David and have gone down by one staircase and come up by the 
other, and I have put on clean white clothes. Then I came and 
viewed the holy vessels.’ ‘Alas’, said the Saviour, ‘you blind men who 
cannot see! You have washed in this running water, in which dogs 
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and pigs have wallowed night and day, and you have washed and 
scrubbed your outer skin, which harlots and flute-girls also anoint 
and wash and scrub, beautifying themselves for the lusts of men 
while inwardly they are filled with scorpions and unrighteousness of 
every kind. But my disciples and | whom you charge with not 
having bathed, have bathed ourselves in the living water which 
comes down from heaven. But woe to those who...’ (cf. Mt 15:1-20 
and par.) 


The Fayyum fragment parallels Mt 26:31/Mk 14:27: 


[After supper as was the custom, he said], 

‘All] in this night will be offended 

as] it is written: I will smite the [shepherd 

and the] sheep will be scattered.’ 

When] Peter [said], ‘Even if all, [not I’, 

Jesus said], ‘Before the cock crows twice three times 
today will you] deny me.’ 


10. Once more the question arises about the relationship, 
literary or otherwise, between the apocryphal stories and their 
canonical counterparts. Some answers to such a question 
inevitably have the effect of blurring the strict line of demarca- 
tion that is often drawn between the canonical and apocryphal 
texts. The work of Helmut Kéester and his followers in par- 
ticular has sought to emphasize the independence of such 
texts as the Gospel of Peter, P.Egerton 2, and the Gospel of 
Thomas from the canonical gospels and even to give a date 
for the original composition of the sayings and stories in some 
of the apocryphal gospels earlier than the synoptic parallels. 
Such conclusions have not met with broad support. Frans Neir- 
ynck has been active in arguing against these theories by 
demonstrating that Mark and the other synoptic writings were 
the sources for works like P.Egerton 2 and the Gospel of Peter. 
The debate has guaranteed that the apocryphal texts are now 
examined alongside the canonical counterparts, especially in 
synopses, with the result that the later development of the 
synoptists’ stories and sayings can be plotted and recognized. 

11. The Gospel of Thomas in its entirety was discovered at 
Nag Hammadi in 1945. The copy, written in Coptic, has been 
dated to c.350 cz. It contains 114 sayings, nearly all of them 
attributed to Jesus. As such, it may be comparable with the 
hypothetical canonical gospel source known as Q, usually said 
to have been a gospel containing sayings of Jesus, without 
narrative. 

12. The concluding words of Thomas state that it is ‘a 
gospel’, but its opening words speak merely of ‘sayings’. Its 
original language was Greek: three fragments of Thomas in 
Greek have survived, and were discovered in Oxyrhynchus at 
the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the 
twentieth century (P.Oxy. 1, P.Oxy. 654, P.Oxy. 655). One 
fragment has been given a date of around 200 cg; the other 
two are third century. Until the Coptic text was unearthed, the 
relationship of the Greek fragments to one another and to a 
larger work gave rise to half a century of learned debate and 
speculation. The discovery of Thomas at Nag Hammadi an- 
swered many of the earlier questions and laid to rest much 
speculation, although the exact relationship between the Cop- 
tic and the surviving Greek fragments is still not entirely 
clear—the Coptic, for instance, is not an exact translation of 
the Greek and it seems as if Thomas passed through several 
recensions. Although the precise history of the text is dis- 
puted, it does seem as if the gospel was popular, being copied 


1317 


regularly over several centuries, and with a widespread dis- 
tribution. It was translated, possibly more than once, into 
Coptic. 

13. It is not clear if early patristic testimony to a gospel of 
Thomas is to this Gospel of Thomas or another, but there are 
parallels to some of its sayings in the writings of the third- 
century father Hippolytus and in other patristic sources. It is, 
however, not certain ifthe parallels are due to direct depend- 
ence of the fathers on Thomas, or to a shared common heri- 
tage of oral sayings. 

14. The date of its composition seems to have been prior to 
200 cE but whether it goes back to the first century or is even 
contemporaneous with the canonical gospels is uncertain. 
Most scholars accept that Thomas was written later than the 
NT gospels, but the degree of dependence, or relationship, 
between the apocryphal text and the biblical is debated. Mod- 
ern synopses often show parallels to Thomas. An analysis 
shows that most ofits logia are linked to NT sources, especially 
the gospels. Some links are mere allusions; others are deviant 
versions of the same saying; a few are almost exactly parallel. 
All of this opens intriguing questions about the history, ori- 
gins, and significance of the sayings in Thomas. 

15. It is easy to speculate: one could argue that the circle 
responsible for fostering the logia included in Thomas pos- 
sessed, or at least knew, the canonical material in its present 
form or some of its sources (e.g. in the form of a document 
such as Q), or a digest of sayings previously abstracted from 
the NT gospels. One could even say that the author of Thomas 
(either an individual or a group) was familiar with sayings that 
were circulated only in an oral—and therefore in a changing 
and developing—context. That latter suggestion would ex- 
plain the variety and range of sayings, including some which 
appear in the NT with virtually identical wording. 

16. Among sayings of Thomas that closely parallel the NT 
are: logion 2o: ‘The disciples said to Jesus, “Tell us, whatis the 
Kingdom of God like?” He said to them, “‘It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, smaller than all seeds. But when it falls on 
cultivated ground it puts forth a large branch and provides a 
shelter for the birds of heaven.”’ The main difference from 
the synoptic versions (Mt 13:31-2; Mk 4:30-2; Lk 13:18-19) is 
the ‘cultivated ground’. 

Logion 26: ‘Jesus said, “The splinter that is in your broth- 
er’s eye you see but the plank in your own eye you do not see. 
When you have taken the plank out of your own eye, then you 
will see to remove the splinter from your brother’s eye.”’’ The 
saying is briefer than the form in Lk 6:42 or Mt 7:5 and it 
reduces the two questions there to a single statement. 

Logion 31: ‘Jesus said, ‘No prophet is acceptable in his own 
village; a physician does not heal those who know him.”’ The 
second half of this saying looks like an expansion of Lk 4:23-4 
but the structural parallelism in Thomas suggests that this 
longer form is the original. 

Logion 41: ‘Jesus said, “He who has something in his hand, 
will receive more; and he who has nothing, even the little he 
has shall be taken away from him’’, cf. Mt. 13:12/Mk 4:25 = 
Lk 8:18, where the saying refers to the reaction to teaching in 
parables. At Mt 25:29; Lk 19:26 it concludes a parable. It is 
perhaps a piece of floating material which Thomas anchors to 
its preceding logion (40): ‘Jesus said, “A vine was planted 
without the Father, but because it did not become strong it 
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will be uprooted and it will rot.”’ Here the vine ‘planted 
without the Father’ is equivalent to the person in logion 41 
‘who has nothing’. 

Logion 46a: ‘Jesus said, “From Adam to John the Baptist 
among those born of women no one is greater than John the 
Baptist.” ’ It could be argued that this logion is independent of 
Mt 11:11 and possibly more authentic than the synoptic version 
(cf. logion 15: ‘Jesus said, “When you see him who was not 
born of woman, prostrate yourselves on your faces and wor- 
ship him: that one is your father.”’). 

Logion 54: ‘Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the poor for yours is the 
kingdom of heaven.”’’ Cf. Lk 6:20 and Mt 5:3. Thomas differs 
from both, and may represent an independent and even a 
more authentic version of the beatitude. 

Logion 55: ‘Jesus said, “He whodoes nothate his father and 
his mother cannot be my disciple and he who does not hate his 
brothers and his sisters and does not take up his cross as I have 
will not be worthy of me.”’ Thomas is closer to Lk 14:26-7 
than to Mt. 10:37-8. There is no reference in Thomas to the 
wife and children mentioned by Luke or to the son and 
daughter of Matthew. The versions in Matthew and Luke are 
not identical: these two Q versions therefore stand alongside 
the form in Thomas and all have equal claims to independ- 
ence. 

Logion 86: ‘Jesus said, “[The foxes have] their earths and 
the birds have their nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head and rest.”’ This is the only Son of Man saying in 
Thomas (cf. Mt 8:20 or Lk 9:58). Thomas adds ‘and rest’, which 
can possibly be seen as a Gnostic addition, implying that the 
‘repose’ is not on earth but within, which is a theme found in 
Thomas elsewhere (in logia 50, 51, 90). 

Logion 96: ‘Jesus [said,] “The kingdom of the Father is like 
a woman who took a little leaven, [hid] it in dough and made it 
into large loaves. He who has ears let him hear’’’, cf. Mt 13:33; 
Lk 13:20-1. Thomas emphasizes the contrast between the 
small amount of leaven and the large size of the loaves. 

17. As far as other links with the NT are concerned, the 
parables found in Thomas have interesting parallels: logion 9 
(parable of the sower): ‘Jesus said, “Behold, the sower went 
out; he filled his hand, he sowed. Some seeds fell on the road. 
The birds came and gathered them up. Others fell on the rock 
and did not take root in the earth and did not produce ears up 
to heaven. Others fell among thorns. They choked the seed 
and the wormate them. But others fell on good ground and it 
brought forth good fruit to heaven. These yielded six per 
measure and one hundred and twenty measures.”’ Among 
the differences in Thomas compared with the parable in Mt 
13:3-8; Mk 4:3—-8; Lk 8:5-8 are that the sower fills his hand, 
thatthe seeds sown on the rock do not put ears up to heaven, 
and the reference to the worm. 

Logion 57 (parable of the wheat and the tares): ‘Jesus said, 
“The kingdom of the Father is like a man who had good seed. 
His enemy came by night; he sowed weeds among the good 
seed. The man did not let them pull up the weed. He said to 
them, ‘Do not do so, lest when you go to pull up the weed you 
pull up the wheat along with it.’ For on the day of the harvest 
the weeds will be conspicuous; they will be pulled up and 
burned.”’ This parable is shorter than Mt 13:24-30. It could 
therefore be a summary of that version or be an independent 
writing-up from the oral tradition of only the essentials. The 
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same judgement can be made of logion 63 (the parable of the 
rich fool): ‘Jesus said, ‘““There was a rich man who had con- 
siderable wealth. He said, ‘1 will use my money to sow and 
reap and plant and fill my warehouses with fruit so that I will 
lack nothing. Such were his intentions. But in that night he 
died. He who has ears, let him hear”’ (cf. Lk 12:16—20). 

Logion 64 (parable of the wedding guests): ‘Jesus said, “A 
man had the habit of receiving visitors and when he had 
prepared the banquet he sent his servant to invite the guests. 
He went to the first and said to him, ‘My master invites you, 
He replied, ‘Money is owed me by some merchants. They will 
come to me this evening; I must go and give them orders. I 
beg to be excused from the dinner.’ He went to another and 
said to him, ‘My master has invited you.’ He said to him, ‘I 
have just bought a house and am needed for a day. I have no 
time.’ He went to another and said to him, ‘My master invites 
you.’ He said to him, ‘My friend is about to be married and I 
have to prepare a wedding feast; I shall not be able to come. I 
beg to be excused from the dinner.’ He went to another and 
said to him, ‘My master invites you.’ He said to him, ‘I have 
bought a village and am on my way to collect the rent. I shall 
not be able to come. I beg to be excused from the dinner.’ The 
servant returned and said to his master, ‘Those whom you 
invited asked to be excused from the dinner.’ The master said 
to his servant, ‘Go out intothe streets and bring inthose whom 
you find so that they may dine.’ Buyers and merchants will not 
enter the places of my Father.”’ This is probably a Hellenistic 
rewriting of the synoptic account (Lk 14:16—24, cf. Mt 22:1-10) 
with a different structure, in which there are four instead of 
three guests, and with several other differing details. 

Logion 65 (parable of the wicked husbandmen): ‘He said, 
“A good man had a vineyard. He leased it to some farmers so 
that they would cultivate it and he would receive the fruit 
from them. He sent his servant so that the tenants would 
give him the fruit of the vineyard. They seized his servant, 
beat him and almost killed him. The servant returned and told 
his master. His master said, ‘Perhaps they did not recognize 
him.’ He sent another servant. The tenants beat him also. 
Then the master sent his son. He said, ‘Perhaps they will 
respect my son.’ Those tenants knowing he was the heir of 
the vineyard seized him and killed him. He who has ears, let 
him hear.”’ As in Lk 20:9-16, Thomas has no allusion to the 
preparation of the vineyard in Isa 5:1-2, a detail found in Mt 
21:33-41 and Mk 12:1-9. The question is, have Thomas and 
Luke deleted earlier material or is the reference to Isaiah a 
later addition to the primitive form preserved in Thomas (and 
Luke)? The synoptists’ account may itselfhave been expanded 
from an earlier version in which the servants are to be under- 
stood as the prophets. The synoptists’ conclusion, especially 
in Matthew, looks like a later attempt to clarify the meaning. 
As thatconclusion is absent from Thomas, does that therefore 
mean that it is the more primitive? 

18. It will have been seen that some logia, although close to 
the synoptic parallels, none the less veer off at a tangent. On 
the other hand, there are sayings such as the following that 
have no obvious NT parallel. However, these could represent 
authentic, i.e. independent, Jesus tradition comparable to that 
found in the NT. 

Logion 28: ‘Jesus said, “I stood in the midst of the world, 
and I appeared to them in the flesh. I found all of them drunk; 
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I did not find any of them thirsting. And my soul was pained 
for the sons of men because they are blind in their heart, and 
they do not see that they came empty into the world; they seek 
to go empty out of the world. Now they are drunk. When they 
have shaken off their wine, then they will repent.’”’’ Jesus’ 
manifestation in the flesh is as in 1 Tim 3:16. The lament 
may be compared with that in Mk 9:19. 

Logion 77b (cf. P.Oxy. 1, logion 30b): ‘Split the wood 
and I am there; lift up the stone and you will find me 
there.’ 

Logion 82: ‘Jesus said, “He who is near me is near fire but 
he who is far from me is far from the kingdom.”’ Origen, in 
Jer. 3.3 and Didymus, Exp. in Ps. 88.8, also know this saying. 
Its antithetical parallelism and Semitic structure speak highly 
in favour of its originality. 

Logion 97: ‘Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of the [Father] is like a 
woman who was carrying a jar which was full of meal. While 
she was walking on a long road the handle of the jar broke; the 
meal spilled out behind her on to the road. She did not notice 
it; she was unaware of the accident. When she came to her 
house she put the jar down and found it was empty.”’ The 
precise meaning is unclear, possibly because the original 
context is now absent. It could refer to the imperceptible loss 
of the kingdom or to its coming unnoticed. 

Logion 98: ‘Jesus said, ‘“‘The kingdom of the Father is like a 
man whowantedtokilla powerful man. Hedrewtheswordin 
his own house and he thrust it into the wall so that he would 
know if his hand would be strong enough. Then he killed the 
powerful one.”’ Jesus is represented as teaching the need for 
a thorough preparation for action, as in the parable of the king 
preparing for war in Lk 14:28—32. Jesus in both uses a popular 
proverb. 

19. The interpretation of some of these logia has sometimes 
been made to apply to or spring from Gnostic thought and 
teaching (see A3-4 above). Some other sayings are less 
ambiguous and seem to require a Gnostic provenance or 
interpretation. These include: logion 1: ‘And he said, “He 
who finds the interpretation of these sayings will not taste 
death.” ’ This seems to be an adaptation of Jn 8:52 applied to 
the acquisition of knowledge. 

Logion 23: ‘Jesus said, “I shall choose you, one from a 
thousand, and two from ten thousand, and they shall stand 
as a single one.’”’’ The Gnostic leader Basilides was familiar 
with the sentiment expressed here to reflect the infinitesimal 
number of the elect. In Thomas men and women will become 
one, hence the final clause. 

Logion 67: ‘Jesus said, “He who knows the All but fails to 
know himself lacks everything.” Self-knowledge is an im- 
portant element in Gnostic systems, hence this saying, what- 
ever its origin, would be compatible with Gnosticism. 

Logion 114: ‘Simon Peter said to them, “Let Mary leave us, 
because women are not worthy of life.” Jesus said, “Look, I 
shall lead her so that I will make her male in order that she 
also may become a living spirit, resembling you males. For 
every woman who makes herself male will enter the kingdom 
of heaven.”’’ This is another saying proclaiming that men and 
women must become one. It is stated here that the female 
must become male. Possibly the intention is that the creation 
of Adam alone will be re-established at the end of time with a 
return to the conditions before the Fall. 
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20. Because of sayings like these, theterm ‘Gnostic’, usually 
intended as a pejorative term synonymous with ‘heretical’, has 
been applied to Thomas as a whole. In other words, acommon 
judgement is that the community responsible for preserving 
and circulating Thomas in the form in which was eventually 
written out was a Christian group sympathetic to or influ- 
enced by Gnosticism. However, Gnosticism in varying forms 
flourished in the early Christian centuries and in many ways 
some of the teaching of Thomas was merely characteristic of 
second-century syncretism. This would mean that it did not 
originate in a fully-fledged Gnostic movement nor is it to be 
dismissed as unorthodox in its entirety. Often the mere fact 
that Thomas was found in the Nag Hammadi library is sufh- 
cient for some commentators to brand it, because of guilt by 
association, as a Gnostic work when all that may be deduced is 
that the Nag Hammadi library found it a congenial work to 
possess. 


Bibliography : There is a vast secondary literature on the Gos- 
pel of Thomas. The fullest bibliography is Scholer (1971), reg- 
ularly updated in Novum Testamentum. 


K. 1. We now turn to stories of Jesus’ birth, childhood, passion, 
and descent to the underworld, as well as to stories from the 
Pilate cycle. 

2. Birth stories. Three extracts from apocryphal nativity 
gospels are given. The first example (from the 2nd-cent. 
Protevangelium of James, 18:1-2) elaborates the account of the 
journey to Bethlehem. This seems to be the earliest reference 
to Jesus’ birth ina cave. The narrative continues witha famous 
monologue by Joseph, who describes the wonders that accom- 
panied Jesus’ birth—in particular, the cessation of natural 
phenomena. The apocryphal writer obviously believed that 
the arrival on earth of the universal Saviour demanded cosmic 
recognition. The moving star in the biblical account was not 
sufficient: for this developed tradition the catalepsy of nature 
was introduced as an appropriate accompanimentto the birth. 
In this, of course, parallels can be drawn with the cosmic 
events that accompanied Jesus’ departure from earth, notably 
the eclipse and the earthquake at the time of his crucifixion 
(Mt 23:51-2; Mk 15:33). The paralysis of natural phenomena 
may be compared with the silence in heaven at the opening of 
the seventh seal in Rev. 8:1. 

3. A variation of the stories in the Protevangelium is to be 
seen in the later Gos pel of Pseudo-Matthew, which in its present 
form may date from the eighth century, although it drew on 
much earlier material. Here Jesus’ birth is acknowledged not 
only by the shepherds and the wise men, but also by animals. 
In the second extract below, from Ps.-Matt. 14, will be seen the 
episode in which the ox and the ass adore Jesus. This well- 
known scene is due to the influence of the OT, in particular Isa 
1:3. and Hab 3:2. This represents an ongoing tradition in which 
various biblical passages were read as Messianic prophecies 
that were then said to have been fulfilled in the life of Jesus. 
Ps.-Matt.’s use of OT citations continues a Christian tradition 
as old as the NT itself. The third extract is from the medieval 
Latin nativity story known as Arundel MS 404. The cessation 
of nature at Jesus’ birth is found here too. But the extract from 
Arundel 404 ch. 73 is given below for the description of the 
actual birth, which is the most Docetic in character in any 
of these apocryphal gospels and appears to reflect second- 
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century interests. Here in the birth story Jesus only seems to 
be human. His physical appearance on earth is described in 
the Arundel text as only a manifestation of divine light. 


And [Joseph] found a cave and brought [Mary] into it, and left her in 
the care of his sons and went out to seek for a Hebrew midwife in 
the region of Bethlehem. Now I, Joseph, was walking, and yet I did 
not walk, and I looked up to the air and saw the air in amazement. 
And I looked up at the vault of heaven, and saw it standing still and 
the birds of the heaven motionless. And I looked down at the earth, 
and saw a dish placed there and workmen reclining, and their hands 
were in the dish. But those who chewed did not chew, and those who 
lifted up did not lift, and those who put something to their mouth 
put nothing to their mouth, but everybody looked upwards. And 
behold, sheep were being driven and they did not come forward but 
stood still; and the shepherd raised his hand to strike them with his 
staff but his hand remained upright. And I looked at the flow of the 
river, and saw the mouths of the kids over it and they did not drink. 
And then suddenly everything went on its course. 


And on the third day after the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, Mary 
went out of the cave and, entering a stable, placed the child in the 
manger, and an ox and ass adored him. Then was fulfilled that 
which was said by Isaiah the prophet, ‘The ox knows his owner, and 
the ass his master’s crib.’ Therefore, the animals, the ox and the ass, 
with him in their midst, incessantly adored him. Then was fulfilled 
that which was said by Habakkuk the prophet, saying, ‘Between two 
animals you are made manifest.’ Joseph remained in the same place 
with Mary for three days. 


As the time drew near, the power of God showed itself openly. The 
maiden stood looking into heaven; she became like a vine. For now 
the end of the events of salvation was at hand. When the light had 
come forth, Mary worshipped him whom she saw she had given 
birth to. The child himself, like the sun, shone brightly, beautiful 
and most delightful to see, because he alone appeared as peace, 
bringing peace everywhere. In that hour when he was born the voice 
of many invisible beings proclaimed in unison, ‘Amen.’ And that 
ight, which was born, was multiplied and it obscured the light of the 
sun itself by its shining rays. The cave was filled with the bright light 
and with a most sweet smell. The light was born just as the dew 
descends from heaven to the earth. For its perfume is fragrant 
beyond all the smell of ointments. 


L. Jesus’ Childhood. 1. In the apocryphal gospels events relat- 
ing to the time of Jesus’ ministry are virtually ignored; that 
period is well covered in the canonical gospels. Gaps in the 
story of his career were perceived to be located in his parents’ 
background, his birth, and his early years. Several apocryphal 
gospels relate incidents about Jesus as an infant and a young 
boy. The biblical precedent for such stories is likely to be the 
account in Luke’s gospel of Jesus in the temple at the age of 12. 
That story is to be found in a modified form in the Infancy 
Gospel of Thomas—a second-century composition, which, to- 
gether with the Protevangelium of James, seems to have had an 
enormous influence on Christian tradition thanks partly to 
their having been re-edited in other, later books such as the 
Gos pel of Pseudo-Matthew. 

2. In Infancy Thomas the story of Jesus at the age of 12 is as 
follows: 


And when he was twelve years old his parents went according to the 
custom to Jerusalem to the feast of the passover with their compan- 
ions and after the feast of the passover they returned to their house. 
And while they were returning, the child Jesus went back to 
Jerusalem. But his parents supposed that he was in the company. 
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And when they had gone a day’s journey, they sought him among 
heir kinsfolk, and when they did not find him, they were troubled, 
and returned again to the city seeking him. And after the third day 
hey found him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening 
and asking them questions. And all paid attention to him and 
marvelled how he, a child, put to silence the elders and teachers of 
he people, elucidating the chapters of the law and the parables of 
he prophets. And his mother Mary came near and said to him, ‘Why 
have you done this to us, child? Behold, we have sought you 
sorrowing.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Why do you seek me? Do you not 
know that I must be about my father’s affairs?’ But the scribes and 
Pharisees said. ‘Are you the mother of this child?’ And she said, ‘I 
am.’ And they said to her. ‘Blessed are you among women, because 
God has blessed the fruit of your womb. For such glory and such 
excellence and wisdom we have never seen nor heard.’ And Jesus 
arose and followed his mother and was subject to his parents; but his 
mother stored up all that had taken place. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature and grace. To him be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Some synopses such as Aland (1985) and Greeven (Huck 
1981) print that story alongside the Lukan version. The rela- 
tion between the two seems to show the secondary nature of 
the account in Infancy Thomas (e.g. in the elaboration of the 
references to Mary), but we need not see this as the result of 
direct copying by the author of Infancy Thomas. That author 
was a Creative writer and not a scribe of Luke’s gospel. Thus 
the version here is not a MS witness to the Gospel of Luke at 
this point. Possibly the author of Infancy Thomas knew Luke’s 
story from the oral retelling of it in his own Christian com- 
munity. Possibly he had read Luke. Either way his own re- 
telling is a fresh, independent, albeit secondary account. 

3. Except for the episode of Jesus in the temple at the age of 
12 in Lk 2:41-50, the NT writings leave a tantalizing gap in the 
life of Jesus between his birth and his baptism at the begin- 
ning of the public ministry. Inevitably, the developing literary 
tradition, taking its cue from the childhood story in Luke, 
created a series of incidents that tell of events in Jesus’ boy- 
hood. Their main theme is to show Jesus’ precocious aware- 
ness of his supernatural origin and his power over life, death, 
and nature. 

4. The belief in Jesus’ divinity is clearly orthodox in Chris- 
tian doctrine, but the often sensational manifestations of his 
supernatural abilities displayed in the numerous childhood 
stories in apocryphal gospels tend to distort that belief. Ex- 
tracts below from the second-third-century Infancy Gospel of 
Thomas have the effect of portraying the child Jesus as an 
enfant terrible. Modern readers are struck less by the piety 
underlying the stories than by the destructiveness of many 
of Jesus’ actions. Such a negative theme may be paralleled in 
the NT story of Jesus’ blasting the fig-tree (Mk 11:12-14, 20-4), 
but the recurrence of this theme makes it the dominant 
feature of Infancy Thomas, and other apocryphal texts, such 
as the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew. 

5. Two of the stories in Infancy Thomas are: 


After this he again went through the village, and a child ran and 
kmocked against his shoulder. Jesus was angered and said to him, 
“You shall not go further on your way’, and immediately he fell down 
and died. But some, who saw what took place, said, ‘From where was 
this child born, since his every word is an accomplished deed? And 
the parents of the dead child came to Joseph and blamed him and 
said, ‘Since you have such a child, you cannot dwell with us in the 


1320 


village; teach him to bless and not to curse. For he is killing our 


children.’ (Infancy Gospel of Thomas, 4) 


Now a certain teacher, Zacchaeus by name, who was standing in a 
certain place, heard Jesus saying these things to his father, and mar- 
velled greatly that, being a child, he voiced such things. And after a few 
days he came near to Joseph and said to him, ‘You have a clever child, 
and he has understanding. Come, hand him over to me that he may 
earn letters, and I will teach him with the letters all knowledge, and 
how to address all the older people and to honour them as forefathers 
and fathers, and to love those of his own age.’ And he told him all the 
etters from Alpha to Omega distinctly, and with much questioning. 
But he looked at Zacchaeus the teacher and said to him. ‘How do you, 
who do not know the Alpha according to its nature, teach others the 
Beta? Hypocrite, first ifyou know it, teachthe Alpha, and then we shall 
believe you concerning the Beta.’ Then he began to question the 
eacher about the first letter, and he was unable to answer him. And 
in the hearing of many the child said to Zacchaeus, ‘Hear, teacher, the 
arrangement of the first letter, and pay heed to this, how it has lines 
and a middle stroke which goes through the pair of lines which you 
see, (how these lines) converge, rise, turn in the dance, three signs of 
the same kind, subject to and supporting one another, of equal propor- 
tions; here you have the lines of the Alpha.’ (ibid. 6) 


6. The episode of the schoolteacher was a particularly 
popular theme that recurs in different places. It would seem 
thatthe childhood story in Luke, where the 12-year-old Jesus 
confounds the teachers of the Jewish law, was the inspiration 
behind the apocryphal versions. However, the mystical inter- 
pretation of the shape of the letters in the Greek alphabet is 
obscure in the account in Infancy Thomas and obviously does 
not derive from Luke’s story. Clearly, for believers in earlier 
centuries, these stories struck a favourable chord and were not 
seen as alien to their Christological teachings. 

7. The Arabic Infancy Gospel tells stories of the baby Jesus 
performing miracles during the Holy Family’s exile in Egypt. 
The extract following contains the robbers who thirty years 
later are to be crucified alongside Jesus. These characters 
reappear, differently named, in other apocryphal texts. 


And departing from this place, they came to a desert; and hearing 
that it was infested by robbers, Joseph and the Lady Mary decided to 
cross this region by night. But on their way, behold, they saw two 
robbers lying in wait on the road, and with them a great number of 
robbers, who were their associates, sleeping. Now those two robbers 
into whose hands they had fallen were Titus and Dumachus. Titus 
then said to Dumachus, ‘I beseech you to let these persons go free, 
so that our comrades do not see them.’ And as Dumachus refused, 
Titus said to him again, ‘Take forty drachmas from me, and have 
them as a pledge.’ At the same time he held out to him the belt 
which he had had about his waist, that he should not open his 
mouth or speak. And the Lady Mary seeing that the robber had done 
them a kindness, said to him, ‘The Lord God will sustain you with 
his right hand, and will grant you remission of your sins.’ And the 
Lord Jesus answered, and said to his mother, ‘Thirty years hence, O 
my mother, the Jews will crucify me at Jerusalem, and these two 
robbers will be raised upon the cross along with me, Titus on my 
right hand and Dumachus on my left; and after that day Titus shall 
go before me into Paradise.’ And she said, ‘God keep this from you, 
my son.’ And they went from there towards a city of idols, which, as 
they came near it was transformed into sand-hills. (Arabic Infancy 


Gospel, 23) 


M. Passion Gospels. 1. The account of Jesus’ trial and crucifix- 
ion was obviously of central and paramount importance to 
Christians. Paul’s theology is centred on the significance of 


1321 


Jesus’ death and crucifixion. A third of Mark’s gospel is de- 
voted to the last week in Jesus’ life, and the preceding two- 
thirds, with its controversy stories and passion predictions, 
may be seen as a preparation for the events in Jerusalem. The 
other canonical gospels similarly devote much of their space 
to building on that Markan framework. So it is not surprising 
that the rewriting and reassessment of Jesus’ death were 
maintained even beyond the first-century gospels. 

2. The main accounts of Jesus’ death in apocryphal texts 
occur in the Gos pel of Peter and in the Gos pel of Nicodemus. The 
Gos pel of Peter is likely to have been composed in the second 
century. Although it was known in antiquity, this gospel 
seemed to disappear without trace. Unlike many of the other 
apocryphal texts which have been preserved, often in multiple 
copies, no MSS of Peter were known until recently, when, at 
the end of the nineteenth century a partial copy was discov- 
ered during an archaeological excavation in Egypt. Since then 
one or possibly two tiny fragments have also come to light. A 
reading of the main text shows that its passion narrative 
parallels very closely the story in the four canonical gospels, 
and it seems clear that the writer of Peter has drawn on these 
NT accounts for his version of Jesus’ passion. 

3. A motive for Peter may have been the desire to rewrite the 
four canonical accounts as one, although continuing curiosity 
about Pilate has resulted in a greater emphasis on Jesus’ 
appearance before him than is the case with the canonical 
accounts. The Diatessaron, itself of second-century origin, is 
one such attempt to retell the separated stories about Jesus as 
one continuous composition, probably with the intention of 
replacing the four individual and differing versions. Much in 
Peter repeats material in the canonical stories and modern 
printed synopses often include parallels from Peter alongside 
the canonical passages. 

4. There are, however, some significant differences from 
the NT to look for in the extracts below. One is the cry of Jesus 
from the cross (‘My power, O power, youhave forsaken me’), 
which some commentators would interpret as an indication 
that Peter has been contaminated by unorthodox influences. A 
stronger heretical indication may be seen in the sentence, ‘He 
held his peace as he felt no pain’, which might imply that Jesus 
was incapable of suffering pain. If that is the correct transla- 
tion, then it would indeed suggest possible Docetic influence. 
Nevertheless, our overall assessment of Peter is that the author 
was not self-consciously following unorthodox teaching, but 
that he was a typical unsophisticated and uncritical product of 
the second-century syncretism (fusing of different systems of 
religious belief) which characterized much of the Christian 
world. The Easter account describes the resurrection of Jesus 
ina dramatic and symbolic way. In contrast to the narratives in 
the canonical gospels, we now have an account of Jesus lit- 
erally leaving his tomb. 


And they brought two malefactors and crucified the Lord between 
them. But he held his peace as he felt no pain. And when they had set 
up the cross they wrote: “This is the King of Israel.’ And having laid 
down his garments before him they divided them among themselves 
and cast lots for them. But one of the malefactors rebuked them 
saying, ‘We are suffering for the deeds which we have committed, but 
this man, who has become the saviour of men, what wrong has he 
done you?’ And they were angry with him and commanded that his 
legs should not be broken, so that he might die in torment. 
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Now it was midday and darkness covered all Judaea. And they 
became anxious and distressed lest the sun had already set since he 
was still alive. It stands written for them: ‘The sun should not set on 
one that has been murdered.’ And one of them said, ‘Give him 
to drink gall with vinegar.’ And having mixed it they gave it to him to 
drink. And they fulfilled all things and accumulated their sins on their 
head. And many went about with lamps [and] as they supposed that it 
was night, they stumbled. And the Lord called out and cried, ‘My 
power, O power, you have forsaken me!’ And having said this, he was 
taken up. And at the same hour the veil of the temple in Jerusalem 
was tornintwo. (Gos. Pet. 4.10-5.20) 


When those soldiers saw this, they awakened the centurion and the 
elders, for they also were there to mount guard. And while they were 
narrating what they had seen, they saw three men come out from the 
sepulchre, two of them supporting the other and a cross following 
them and the heads of the two reaching to heaven, but that of him who 
was being led reached beyond the heavens. And they heard a voice out 
of the heavens crying, ‘Have you preached to those who sleep?’, and 
from the cross there was heard the answer, ‘Yes.’ (Gos. Pet. 10.38-42) 


5. One particular post-biblical characteristic found in Peter 
is the dominant anti-Jewish sentiment. Here Jewish malevo- 
lence is the motive for the intention not to break Jesus’ legs; 
andthe blame for the death of Jesus is laid firmly atthedoor of 
the Jews. 

6. The general consensus of scholarly opinion is that Peteris 
secondary to and later than the canonical passion accounts. 
Occasionally though, voices are heard giving the opinion that 
it is early, even first century, and is independent of the biblical 
gospels. In other words, that Peter’s passion story is a fifth 
account of the events; but, in general, such arguments have 
not found favour (cf. j.10). 

7. As the complete text of Peter has not survived, we have no 
means of knowing if the original composition was a fully- 
fledged gospel like the canonical four, containing stories from 
Jesus’ ministry prior to the arrest. 

8. One extract from the other main passion gospel, the 
Gos pel of Nicodemus, is included below. The first half of that 
gospel, which is probably fifth to sixth century, is known as the 
Acts of Pilate and tells of Jesus’ trial, death, and resurrection. 
The book is concerned with Pilate’s role in the sentencing of 
Jesus. This extract tells of Jesus’ first meeting with Pilate. Init 
we note that Jesus’ power is shown to exceed that of the 
Roman state. The superiority of Christianity over earthly 
rule is one of the most dominant and, understandably, the 
most important themes throughout the whole range of apoc- 
ryphal literature: it is perhaps the single most significant 
unifying element of teaching in a body of literature that is 
otherwise amorphous, heterogeneous, and widespread geo- 
graphically and chronologically. 


Now, when Jesus entered, and the ensigns were holding the 
standards, the images on the standards bowed down and wor- 
shipped Jesus. And when the Jews saw the behaviour of the 
standards, how they bowed down and worshipped Jesus, they cried 
out loudly against the ensigns. But Pilate said to them, ‘Do you not 
marvel how the images bowed and worshipped Jesus?’ The Jews said 
to Pilate, ‘We saw how the ensigns lowered them and worshipped 
him.’ And the governor summoned the ensigns and asked them, 
‘Why did you do this?’ They answered, ‘We are Greeks and servers 
of temples: how could we worship him? We held the images; but 
they bowed down of their own accord and worshipped him. (Gosp. 
Nic. 1.5) 


EARLY CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 


N. The Descent to the Underworld. 1. Itis interesting to note 
that the apocryphal tradition did not seek to elaborate stories 
of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances. To a certain extent, 
one can see a development in the Easter stories in the NT from 
the comparatively simple account in Mark through the more 
detailed version in Matthew to the developed traditions in 
Luke and John. Comparable developments seem then to 
have ceased. Further elaboration is, surprisingly perhaps, 
not part of the apocryphal books. The apocryphal Acts do tell 
of several reappearances of Jesus, sometimes in different 
guises, to various characters, but these are not on a par with 
the biblical post-resurrection appearances, the main purpose 
of which is to convince the original followers that the crucified 
Jesus had left his tomb and been raised from the dead. What 
seem to replace stories of the risen Jesus in the NT apocryphal 
tradition are accounts in which the ascended Jesus commu- 
nicates orally with believers: several apocryphal books con- 
taining discussions with the ascended Christ are recognized 
as a new genre, and are now sometimes classified as Dia- 
logues of the Redeemer. 

2. The Christian affirmation of belief in Jesus’ descent to 
Hades is in the Apostles’ Creed and in the Athanasian Creed. 
The biblical origin for this belief, which became a major and 
normative part of Christian tradition, seems to be based on a 
particular interpretation of 1 Pet 3:19 (‘in the spirit he (Christ) 
went and preached to the imprisoned spirits’, my tr.). That 
statement encouraged later generations of Christians to elab- 
orate on what was meant by Jesus’ appearance before im- 
prisoned spirits. The apocryphal stories of Jesus’ descent to 
the underworld reflect those elaborations. The main text 
describing these events is the fifth- to sixth-century Descensus 
ad Inferos (Descent of Jesus to Hades), found in several MSS as 
the second half of the Gospel of Nicodemus, the first half being 
the Acts of Pilate. 

In this tradition Jesus’ arrival in Hades after his crucifixion 
spells the end of death as a permanent state. Hades, by trans- 
ference, is the domain of Hades, known elsewhere in mytho- 
logy as Pluto. He rules over the world of departed spirits, a 
realm comparable to the Hebrew Sheol. The age-old cycle of 
death and decay inaugurated by Adam’s sin is now said to 
have been reversed by Christ’s inability to be bound by death. 
This orthodox belief strongly present in the NT gospels and 
in Paul’s writings is in effect dramatized in the Descensus. 
Another orthodox belief portrayed in this apocryphon is 
that the faithful will be raised from death because Christ is 
the first fruits of those raised. This belief is graphically illus- 
trated by Christ leading Adam and the faithful dead out of 
Hades and into Paradise. Among those appearing in this 
gospel is a favourite character in the apocryphal writings, 
the repentant thief crucified alongside Jesus: he is on his 
way to Paradise direct, just as Jesus had promised, when he 
encounters the newly raised procession. This scene with 
Christ releasing the faithful from Hades (often called the 
Harrowing of Hell) was a popular episode in the Middle 
Ages. The text begins with the two characters, Satan (that 
supreme embodiment of evil, the devil, the adversary of 
God) and Hades, aware of Jesus’ imminent arrival in their 
midst. They are powerless to stop his descent. This extract tells 
of Jesus’ arrival and his triumph over Satan; the faithful are 
then released. 
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While Hades was thus speaking with Satan, the King of Glory 
stretched out his right hand, and took hold of our forefather Adam 
and raised him up. Then he turned to the rest and said, ‘Come with 
me, all you who have died through the tree which this man touched. 
For behold, I raise you all up again through the tree of the cross.’ 
With that he sent them all out. Andour forefather Adam was seen to 
be full ofjoy and said, ‘I give thanks to your majesty, O Lord, because 
you have brought me up from the lowest Hades.’ Likewise all the 
prophets and the saints said, ‘We give you thanks, O Christ, Saviour 
of the world, because you have brought up our life from destruction.’ 
When they had said this, the Saviour blessed Adam with the sign of 
the cross on his forehead. And he did this also to the patriarchs and 
prophets and martyrs and forefathers, and he took them and sprang 
up out of Hades. And as he went the holy fathers sang praises, 
following him and saying, ‘Blessed be he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Alleluia. To him be the glory of all the saints.’ (8.24) 


3. Another text, which partly parallels the Descensus, is the 
Questions of Bartholomew, dated perhaps as early as the second 
century. In that book Bartholomew confronts Jesus in the 
period before his ascension. Among many questions and 
answers is one concerning Jesus’ whereabouts after his cruci- 
fixion (when he is said to have vanished from the cross). Jesus’ 
reply is remarkably consistent with the story in the Descensus. 


O. Pilate. 1. Several apocryphal texts relate the end of Pilate. 
For many early Christians the role and fate of Pilate were 
enigmatic. Was he a just but weak ruler swayed by the Jewish 
mob, or a wicked, doomed man, guilty of deicide? What 
begins in the canonical tradition as an ambivalent attitude 
towards Pilate becomes fixed: Pilate is a puppet in the hands 
of the Jewish mob. This way of resolving the Pilate problem by 
the NT authors did not, however, finally settle the issue. The 
later, apocryphal, tradition reflects a continuing dilemma in 
judging his character. Possibly the change in attitude, espe- 
cially in Western European sources, may be explained by the 
fact that the earlier goodwill of the Roman authorities had 
turned to officially inspired persecution. The ambiguous ways 
of treating Pilate are at their most apparent only when the 
apocryphal legends reach the death of Pilate. When a docu- 
ment such as the Acts of Pilate is treating the events of Jesus’ 
passion we can still see the influence of the canonical trad- 
itions: the picture of Pilate in these Acts is close to the NT’s 
portrayal. The version in the Acts of Pilate is an elaboration of 
the gospels’ trial narrative. We again see that the apologetic 
tendency of the account in the Acts of Pilate is to show how 
Pilate tried to free himself from all responsibility for the death 
of Jesus by blaming it on Herod and the Jews. 

2. But as far as Pilate’s later story is concerned, where a 
judgement on his career is expected, he is treated variously as 
a saint or as an outcast. In the eastern church, particularly in 
the Coptic and Ethiopic tradition, he was portrayed favourably. 
Those churches eventually canonized him. An apocryphal 
tale, usually known as the Paradosis Pilati (that is, the handing 
over of Pilate for chastising), shows how one eastern legend 
treated Pilate and his wife, named here as Procla: although 
Caesar has Pilate beheaded, Pilate’s destiny is a triumph. The 
western church judged Pilate harshly: that tradition is repre- 
sented by the extract below. It comes from the text called the 
Mors Pilati (the Death of Pilate). This text explains how Mount 
Pilatus on Lake Lucerne (Losania in the text) was so named. In 
that context another place name is explained: Vienne is said to 
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be derived from the words Via Gehenna (Hell Road). That 
made it an appropriate, albeit temporary, resting place for the 
man who condemned Jesus to death. 


When Caesar knew of the death of Pilate, he said, ‘He has justly died 
a most disgraceful death, seeing that his own hand has not spared 
him.’ He was therefore bound to a great block of stone, and sunk in 
the river Tiber. However, malignant and filthy spirits, rejoicing in his 
malignant and filthy body, kept moving in the waters, and in a 
terrible manner caused lightning and tempests, thunder and hail, so 
that everyone was in constant fear. Therefore the Romans pulled 
him out of the river Tiber and carried him off in derision to Vienne, 
and sunk him in the river Rhone. Vienne means the Way of 
Gehenna, because it became a place of cursing. But evil spirits were 
at work and did the same things there too, so the people, unwilling 
to endure a plague of demons, removed that vessel of malediction 
and sent him to be buried in the territory of Losania. The inhabitants 
there were also troubled by the same visitations, so they removed 
him and sunk him in a lake, surrounded by mountains, where to 
this day, according to the tales of some, sundry diabolical 
machinations occur. 


P. Apocryphal Acts. 1. Just as the apocryphal gospels amplify 
events relating to Jesus’ birth, childhood, and death, so the 
apocryphal Acts tell us about the founding fathers of the 
church. There are many apocryphal Acts that have survived, 
but the most important and influential are the oldest: the Acts 
of Andrew, the Acts of John, the Acts of Paul, the Acts of Peter, and 
the Acts of Thomas. These were written in the second century. 

2. The inspiration for these Acts was the Acts of the Apos- 
tles. The five second-century apocryphal Acts themselves 
spawned further imitators and many derivative versions. 
Eventually this type of literature gave rise to Lives of the Saints 
and hagiographies. But as far as the second-century Acts and 
their immediate successors are concerned, the emphasis is on 
an individual apostle’s miracles, prayers, and preaching. 

3. Only the Acts of Thomas has survived intact. The other 
early Acts are very fragmentary, especially in their early chap- 
ters. The ecclesiastical authorities who denounced these sec- 
ond-century Acts, labelling them as ‘apocryphal’, nonetheless 
seemed to allow their concluding chapters to survive. It is in 
those chapters where in most cases an account of the eponym- 
ous hero’s martyrdom is to be found. Such accounts were 
presumably exemplary and of hortatory value to the faithful, 
even though the stories preceding the martyrdom were re- 
jected by the authorities as uninstructive, secondary, or even 
unorthodox. Later, expurgated or catholicized rewritings of 
the originals were encouraged. But sufficient of the earlier, 
original Acts can be reconstructed from surviving MSS and 
other sources. 

4. Within the Acts of John are to be found some details 
relevant to our understanding of the figure of Christ in the 
second century. In particular, the belief that he was able to 
appear in differing guises, sometimes simultaneously to dif- 
ferent people, had taken hold. This polymorphic picture of the 
risen Jesus may have developed from those Easter narratives 
in Luke’s and John’s gospels, in which Jesus is not readily 
identified (for example, Mary thinks Jesus is a gardener (Jn 
20:15), the men going to Emmaus do not recognize their 
travelling companion as Jesus (Lk 24:37), the disciples think 
he is a ghost (Lk 24:16), see also Jn 21:4). Also in these Easter 
stories Jesus can come and go at will (Lk 24:31, 36), and can 
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even pass through closed doors (Jn 20:19, 26); he is spirited 
out of his binding cloths (Jn 20:7) and out of the sealed tomb 
(Mt 28:2-6). 

5. But, as so often in the apocryphal tradition, those ideas 
are developed and, some would argue, distorted. For the 
writers of the apocryphal Acts it was even the incarnate Jesus 
who could adopt different guises (although, perhaps, it is the 
Transfiguration accounts in the NIT—if these were originally 
referring to the Jesus of the ministry period—which gave the 
inspiration for the later apocryphal stories). One example 
from the Acts of John is when the hero relates his experience 
of the earthly Jesus: 


For when he had chosen Peter and Andrew, who were brothers, he 
came to me and to my brother James, saying, ‘I have need of you, 
come unto me.’ And my brother said, ‘John, this child on the shore 
who called to us, what does he want?’ And I said, “What child®” He 
replied, ‘The one who is beckoning to us.’ And I answered, ‘Because 
of our long watch that we kept at sea you are not seeing straight, 
brother James: but do you not see the man who stands there, fair 
and comely and of a cheerful countenance?’ But he said to me, ‘Him 
I do not see, brother; but let us go and we shall see what it means.’ 
And so when we had landed the ship, we saw him helping us to 
beach the ship. 

And when we left the place, wishing to follow him again, he again 
appeared to me, bald-headed but with a thick and flowing beard; but 
to James he appeared as a youth whose beard was just starting. We 
were perplexed, both of us, as to the meaning of what we had seen. 
But when we followed him, we both became gradually more 
perplexed as we thought on the matter. Yet to me there appeared a 
still more wonderful sight; for I tried to see him as he was, and I 
never at any time saw his eyes closing but only open. And 
sometimes he appeared to me as a small man and unattractive, 
and then again as one reaching to heaven. Also there was in him 
another marvel; when I sat at table he would take me upon his 
breast and I held him; and sometimes his breast felt to me to be 
smooth and tender, and sometimes hard, like stone, so that I was 
perplexed in myself and said, ‘What does this mean?” 

Another glory I will tell you, brethren. Sometimes when I meant 
to touch him, I met a material and solid body; and at other times 
again when I felt him, the substance was immaterial and bodiless 
and as if it were not existing at all. (88-9, 93) 


6. Acts of John relates the Transfiguration: 


At another time he took me and James and Peter to the mountain, 
where he used to pray, and we beheld such a light on him that it is 
not possible for a man who uses mortal speech to describe what it 
was like. Again in a similar way he led us three up to the mountain 
saying, ‘Come with me.’ And we went again and saw him at a 
distance praying. Now I, because he loved me, went to him quietly as 
though he should not see, and stood looking upon his back. And I 
saw that he was not dressed in garments, but was seen by us as 
naked and not at all like a man; his feet were whiter than snow, so 
that the ground there was lit up by his feet, and his head reached to 
heaven; so that I was afraid and cried out, and he turned and 
appeared as a man of small stature, and took hold of my beard and 
pulled it and said to me, ‘John, be not unbelieving, but believing, 
and not inquisitive.’ And I said to him, ‘What have I done, Lord” 
And I tell you brethren, | suffered such pain forty days at the place 
where he took hold of my beard, that I said unto him, ‘Lord, if your 
playful tug has given me so much pain, what if you had given me a 
beating?’ And he said to me, ‘Letit be yourconcern from henceforth not 
to tempt him who is not to be tempted’ (90; cf. Mt 17:1-9 and par.) 


7. In other apocryphal Acts the risen Jesus is variously 
experienced as a boy, as a youth, and as an old man in the 
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Acts of Peter, as a childin the Acts of Andrew, and asa youth in 
the Acts of Paul. These often strange descriptions none theless 
reveal an orthodox belief in the omnipresence of Jesus. 

8. A related phenomenon are those stories within the apoc- 
ryphal Acts which describe the apostle and Jesus as inter- 
changeable. Thomas is Judas Thomas or Didymus, the twin 
of Christ, and is identified as Jesus in Acts of Thomas 11 and 39. 
Jesus and Andrew are interchangeable in Acts of Andrew, 28. 
This belief in the apostle as the alter ego of his master (again, 
quite orthodox in itself) is thus expressed in dramatic and 
literal form. 

9. However, the majority of the stories in the apocryphal 
Acts are concerned with the deeds of the eponymous hero— 
these are the ‘acts’ themselves. 

10. The contents have had their influence on Christian 
tradition. The description of Paul (from the Acts of Paul and 
Thecla, 3) is well known: ‘And he saw Paul coming, a man 
small in size, bald-headed, bandy-legged, of noble mien, with 
eyebrows meeting, rather hook-nosed, full of grace. Some- 
times he seemed like a man and sometimes had the face of 
an angel.’ The description of Peter’s inverse crucifixion and its 
significance relating to Adam’s birth occurs in the Acts of Peter. 
The tradition that India was evangelized by Thomas is found 
in the Acts of Thomas. The Quo Vadis? scene in which Jesus 
sees the impending death of the apostle as a repetition of his 
own crucifixion comes from the Acts of Peter; and a com- 
parable scene also occurs in the Acts of Paul. In these self 
conscious feminist days the story of Thecla in the Acts of Paul 
has had a fresh lease of life: this story is about a virgin named 
Thecla who hears Paul preach and decides to follow his teach- 
ing. She abandons her fiancé and subsequently rejects the 
importuning of a wealthy Syrian, a spurning that results in 
her being thrown to wild animals. She escapes unharmed. 
Her vow of celibacy causes her mother to have her burned but 
the pyre is miraculously extinguished. She performs an auto- 
baptism and becomes a preacher in her own right. The trials 
of a character who is not an apostle are rare in this type of 
literature but the tale was a popular one and ensured Thecla’s 
fame. 

11. These stories obviously reveal that we are dealing with 
material significantly different from the canonical NT. The 
theological intensity and inspiration of the latter seem to have 
evaporated at the end of the first century. Much of the second- 
century literature analogous to the NT genres is conspicu- 
ously of a different character. It is not difficult, even with a 
casual dipping into the apocryphal Acts, to find a range of 
bizarre tales and strange miracles. 

12. From the Acts of Andrew we read of Maximilla who 
forsakes her husband after she converts to Christianity and 
allows her servant, Euclia, to impersonate her in her hus- 
band’s bed so as to preserve her self-imposed abstinence. 
From the Acts of John we read of a parricide who later castrates 
himself: he is rebuked by John for so doing but is then con- 
verted. In the same book we have an odd tale where John 
rebukes bedbugs who disturb his sleep. We also have the long 
story of Drusiana and Callimachus that contains a case of 
attempted necrophiliac rape, but which results in most (but, 
unusually in this sort of story, not all) of the participants being 
converted. From the Acts of Paul comes the baptism ofa lion— 
and Paul’s subsequent preservation when thrown to the self: 
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same lion. In the Acts of Peter we see the story of an adulteress 
who becomes paralysed when she tries to receive the euchar- 
ist. Also we find a story in which Peter revives a dead fish. In 
the Acts of Thomas, which is a pilgrim’s progress of some 170 
chapters, there is a long string of episodes including that of a 
man killed by a snake which identifies itself with the primeval 
serpent, and also the story of a speaking colt, which identifies 
itself as Balaam’s ass and the ass that bore Mary and later 
Jesus. In the Acts of Thomas we are also granted a lurid 
description of the otherworld by a woman who is brought 
back to life. (This is a rare theme in the Acts but tours of 
heaven and, particularly, of hell are regularly found in the 
apocryphal apocalypses, for example the Vision of Paul. See 
R2—4.) 

13. Confronted by such stories as these, many may con- 
temptuously move to literature on a higher spiritual plane. 
But it would be a mistake if those seeking a picture of second- 
century Christianity were to reject these apocrypha as if they 
contained mainly heretical, unorthodox, or Gnostic material. 
Those adjectives may accurately describe some details in the 
apocryphal Acts but not the highest percentage of their con- 
tents. 

14. The apocryphal Acts have a historic value. Their most 
obvious use is that they give an unparalleled insight into the 
popular folk religion of their times. Buteven more important, 
they reveal aspects of early Christian preaching, teaching, and 
worship. Most of these Acts are orthodox and catholic and 
stem from those second- to third-century Christians who in 
writing these stories of the apostles projected their own faith. 
In our day we may well reject the stories as bizarre and turn 
away from their longwindedness, but behind their undoubted 
exaggeration and distortion lies a faith that shares much with 
the NT in general and the Acts of the Apostles in particular. 
The stories are merely vehicles for a faith that has many 
characteristics in common with biblical Christianity. Despite 
alleged links between the apocryphal Acts and Polybius, Dio- 
nysius of Halicarnassus, Tacitus, and Josephus, the main 
inspiration behind the apocryphal Acts was the canonical 
Acts. 

15. The above sampling of some of the more sensational 
contents of the apocrypha could reinforce the commonly held 
view of this material. A more profitable reading of the texts 
looks for the motives behind these stories. And there are often 
positive theological points to be seen. 

16. A brief survey of the canonical Acts will allow compari- 
sons to be made. In Acts the church, somewhat idealized 
(2:43-7; 4:32—4), successfully spreads its message in increas- 
ingly concentric circles, beginning in Jerusalem, through the 
efforts of apostles (6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20). These men 
are up against a corrupt world that has destroyed Jesus but 
through divine protection, the Holy Spirit, and their own self- 
sacrifice and abstinence they overcome conflicts with the 
world’s authorities. They are arrested on several occasions 
(4:3; 5:18-19 with a miraculous release from goal; 12:4 with 
its mention of four squads of soldiers needed for the arrest 
and v. 7 with another miraculous release; 24:23). Stylistic 
speeches are placed on the lips of the various apostles, princi- 
pally Peter and Paul, and these serve to justify the rationale of 
the Christian hope against Jewish expectations or pagan be- 
liefs, to stress the invincibility of their message, and to defend 
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their actions as apostles. Sacraments, baptism, the laying-on 
of hands, and the eucharist are described. Prayers are re- 
ported. Various healings, raisings from the dead, and other 
miracles are described. The apostles even display a mastery 
over natural powers—Paul’s impending shipwreck is averted 
through his command of the situation. Numerous conver- 
sions occur including the eunuch and the proconsul of Pa- 
phos. Paul’s own conversion is described three times. All 
these events take place within a restless travelogue: new 
scenes, new characters, new conflicts come and go ina profu- 
sion of anecdotes and episodes. Christ appears in various 
forms (18:9—10; 23:11). Wicked rulers (including Herod, 12:1- 
6, 19) and Jewish persecutors (13:45; 14:5, 19; 17:5; 20:3; 21:27; 
23:12) are recurrent opponents. Many of these themes are the 
stock-in-trade of the apocryphal Acts too, which is not surpris- 
ing if the canonical Acts was the inspiration behind them. 

17. Despite the obvious differences between the canonical 
and apocryphal Acts, what is worth noting (once an initial 
repugnance to the apocryphal stories has been overcome) are 
the many similarities. It is appropriate to look at some of these 
in greater depth. First and foremost in all the Acts the triumph 
of God, of Jesus, and of his followers over evil and temporal 
powers is acommon denominator. Secondly, each apostle is a 
peripatetic teacher. As such they emulate the Twelve and the 
Seventy (Seventy-two) sent out by Jesus. The Christian mes- 
sage with its universalism requires itinerant preachers. Sev- 
eral of the apocryphal Acts include a scene in which the 
individual apostles are allocated by lot their portion of the 
world for evangelization. Thus Thomas in the Acts of Thomas 
is sent to India. But the apostles are more than evangelists. 
During his ministry Jesus, according to Lk 10:19 and else- 
where, prepares his disciples to follow his example. After 
Pentecost these followers are empowered by the Spirit to be 
imitators of Jesus not only as travelling preachers but as 
healers and miracle-workers. The parallel between the life, 
miracles, and death of Jesus and that of the apostles is care- 
fully drawn in the canonical Acts and that parallelism is also 
clear in the later traditions. 

18. The apostles’ deaths, usually martyrdoms, may be com- 
pared to that of Jesus: Peter and Andrew are crucified. Paul is 
decapitated and milk spurts from his severed neck onto his 
slaughterer. Thomas is slain by four soldiers. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, Stephen’s and James’s deaths are included, and 
Paul’s, although not described, is none the less anticipated 
(20:24; 21:13; 28:30). Those responsible for these deaths may 
vary. In canonical Acts the protagonists are frequently Jews. In 
the apocryphal tradition the Christian (personified by the 
eponymous hero) is persecuted by Romans, Nero in the case 
of Paul in the Acts of Paul. This change is understandable in 
documents written a century or more after canonical Acts. 
The question of Israel’s relationship to Jesus and his church 
became increasingly irrelevant to later Christian generations 
whose preoccupations were with Gentile authorities. None 
the less the important common link is that the apostles, as 
imitators of Christ, have to be arraigned before governors and 
kings, as Jesus himself was and as he predicted for his fol- 
lowers (Mk 13:9—13 and par.). This prediction can be dismissed 
as a prophecy after the event (or the trials of Jesus and the 
apostles in the NT seen as mere dramatic reconstructions 
invented by the church that in its own day was experiencing 
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such ordeals when it spread into the pagan world) but those 
ordeals were real enough, and it is the belief that the trials 
were to be endured because Jesus himself had suffered which 
provides the motive behind these stories of persecution, ar- 
rest, trial, and death in all types of early Christian literature. In 
addition—particularly in the apocrypha—the various trial 
scenes serve as convenient contexts for the authors to have 
their hero preach a sermon before large, and generally sym- 
pathetic, crowds. A courtroom scene is a useful device for 
allowing the apostle to deliver a major apologia pro vita sua. 
It is important to read these defences as they are likely to 
represent the rationale of those Christians who identify with 
the apostle in order to withstand their own tribulations. They 
are moral stories encouraging fearless faith. And that is as 
true in the apocrypha as in the NT. 

19. The apostles in the apocryphal Acts are imitators of 
Jesus even after death. Just as Jesus fails to be bound by death, 
so too the apostles’ deaths are in fact triumphs: Thomas 
reappears after death; the dust from his empty tomb is used 
to effect the conversion of his killer, King Misdaeus. Nero sees 
a vision (presumably of Peter) after Peter’s death and he 
subsequently ceases persecuting Christians. In the Acts of 
Paul Nero hears of Paul’s reappearance; Longus, a proconsul, 
and Cestus, a centurion, see Titus and Luke praying with Paul 
after the latter’s death. 

20. Among the speeches the farewell address of the apostle, 
from Stephen onwards, is another valuable vehicle in which 
the author can give a defence of Christianity. Jesus’ three- 
chapter farewell discourse in the fourth gospel doubtless 
provided a precedent for the long farewell in, among other 
places, the Acts of Andrew, where, like a grand-opera singer 
expiring after a lengthy death bed aria, Andrew gives a final 
sermon that lasts over three days. 

21. It is worth noting that in the Acts of Andrew and the Acts 
of Peter the hero apostrophizes the cross on which he is to die. 
These are presented as private meditations. The speech in the 
Acts of John occurs in the MS that provides chs. 87-105; it is 
highly mystical and has probably been influenced by Gnostic 
ideas. For documents that took root in the somewhat syncre- 
tistic environment of the second century we should not be 
surprised to find in several of the apocryphal Acts the influ- 
ence of Gnosticism. The Gnostic and heretical tinges were 
primarily responsible for the judgement that the documents 
as a whole were secondary, heretical, spurious—in other 
words ‘apocryphal’ in the conventional understanding of 
that word. Jerome rejected the orthodoxy of the Acts of Paul, 
Eusebius in his History denounced the Acts of Andrew, the Acts 
of John, the Acts of Paul, and the Acts of Peter as heretical, 
Epiphanius claimed that the Encratites used the Acts of An- 
drew, of John, and of Thomas. The Gelasian Decree (early 6th 
cent.) lists the Acts of Andrew, Peter, Paul, and Thomas as 
‘apocryphal’, Augustine and Filaster of Brescia say that the 
Manicheans and Priscillianists used Andrew, Thomas, and 
Peter. The Manicheans substituted the five great apocryphal 
Acts for the canonical Acts. All of this succeeded in condemn- 
ing these and allied apocryphal Acts. It was not so much that 
their contents were at fault, it was that they had been con- 
taminated by having been associated with groups deemed 
heretical by the orthodox. But, as we have tried to show, the 
animus behind the composition, their speeches, theology, and 
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miracles are not as unorthodox as one thinks. Even a passage 
such as the Acts Pet. 29 in which we read that Peter was 
venerated like a god and that the sick were laid at his feet for 
him to heal them is no more exaggerated or superstitious than 
Acts 5:12-16 where Peter’s shadow is sufficient to cause mi- 
raculous healings, or 19:11-12, where it is said that handker- 
chiefs and scarves were touched by Paul to effect cures. As for 
the godlike nature of the apostle, again the canonical Acts sets 
a precedent in 14:13-18 when sacrifices were about to be made 
to Paul and Barnabas, or 28:6 where Paul is taken to be a god 
by the Maltese. 

22. Another common denominator is that of sea journeys. 
They form a necessary part of many travel narratives, but they 
often have a supernatural side to them. Possibly this form of 
transport was particularly prone to disaster, and the traveller 
by sea was dependent on divine protection. Certainly Paul’s 
journey to Italy in Acts 27-8 was beset with disasters. His 
labours were seen as a test of his faith. Similarly in the second- 
century Acts not only is such a theme repeated but the boat 
itself almost seems to symbolize the church. In the Acts of 
Peter the steersman is named, significantly, Theon: en route 
Peter and Theon are granted a Christophany. In the Acts of 
Paul Paul’s journey by boat (a story independent of that in 
Acts) is captained by a believer, and, again a Christophany 
occurs; the apostle is strengthened in his faith. The Acts of 
Andrew and Matthias, considered by some to have prefaced the 
Acts of Andrew, has a similar episode in which Jesus is por- 
trayed as the master-helmsman. 

23. Among other links between thet wo categories of Acts is 
that the sacraments of baptism and eucharist are well repre- 
sented. The apocryphal Acts include a new sacrament, that of 
sealing. There are several occurrences of this rite: usually it 
seems to be a way of symbolically branding ownership, espe- 
cially on new converts. In both the canonical and the apoc- 
ryphal Acts Christianity is seen to triumph over paganism, 
represented by sorcerers. The episode of the silversmiths at 
Ephesus in Acts 19:23-41 serves that purpose, as does the 
strange tale of the sons of Sceva in Acts 19:13-20. Both Philip 
and Paul overcome sorcerers (Acts 8:9—13; 13:6-12). In the 
apocrypha we may point to the story of the destruction of the 
temple of Artemis and the conversion of its priests in Acts Jn 
32-45. The story of the destruction of the statue of Caesar and 
its subsequent restoration in Acts Pet. 11 serves the same 
purpose of showing symbolically the Christian’s control or 
supremacy over pagan rulers. Peter’s contact with Simon 
Magus inspired the lengthy contests between the two in Acts 
of Peter: the 15 verses of the account in Acts are now inflated to 
several chapters in which not only do Peter and Simon deliver 
lengthy speeches but so also do a dog and an infant! The trial 
of strength obviously goes in Peter’s favour as he is the 
personification of Good against Evil. Nothing could be more 
orthodox than this, and the apocryphal tales are in the same 
mould as medieval mystery plays. The underlying faith of 
these apocryphal tales may be recognized as undeniably 
Christian even when their modes of expression are harnessed 
to storytelling conventions that are, to modern sophisticated 
minds, inappropriate, ludicrous, or counterproductive. 

24. A fair judgement that can legitimately be made about 
the apocryphal Acts is that they exaggerate or overemphasize, 
and thereby distort, an element that is often present in the 
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canonical writings. The roundness and multifaceted nature of 
the canonical writings, especially the epistles and the gospels 
with their paradoxes concerning the person and message of 
Christ, are diluted in the second-century Acts. 

25. Nevertheless, however anodyne, prolix, and repetitive 
much of the teaching in the apocryphal Acts may be, the 
speeches are worthy of attention. It is rewarding to read 
the prayers, such as that found in Acts Thom. 50 during the 
eucharist, for example, to gain an insight into the preoccupa- 
tions and practice of the second-century church: 


Come, perfect compassion; Come, fellowship with the male; Come, 
you who know the mysteries of the Chosen One; Come, you who 
have partaken in all the combats of the noble combatant; Come, rest, 
that reveals the great deeds of the whole greatness; Come, you who 
disclose secrets and make manifest the mysteries; Come, holy dove, 
Who bears the twin young; Come, secret mother; Come, you who are 
manifest in your deeds; Come, giver of joy and of rest to those who 
are united to you; Come and commune with us in this eucharist, 
which we celebrate in your name, And in the agape, in which we are 
united at your calling. 


26. Few would find fault with the message in Acts Pet. 26: 


While the young men were saying this, the prefect in the forum 
looked at Peter and said, ‘What do you say, Peter? Behold, the lad is 
dead; the emperor liked him, and I spared him not. I had indeed 
many other young men; but I trusted in you and in your Lord whom 
you proclaim, if indeed you are sure and truthful: therefore I allowed 
him to die.’ And Peter said, ‘God is neither tempted nor weighed in 
the balance. But he is to be worshipped with the whole heart by 
those whom he loves and he will hear those who are worthy. Since, 
however, my God and Lord Jesus Christ is now tempted among you, 
he is doing many signs and miracles through me to turn you from 
your sins. In your power, revive now through my voice, O Lord, in 
the presence of all, him whom Simon killed by his touch.’ And Peter 
said to the master of the lad, ‘Come, take hold of him by the right 
hand and you shall have him alive and walking with you.’ And the 
prefect Agrippa ran and came to the lad, took his hand, and restored 
him to life. And when the multitude saw this they cried, ‘There is 
only one God, the God of Peter.’ 


27. Nor would orthodox believers quibble with the teaching 
on the incarnation in Acts Thom. 79-80; 143, in which the 
corporeal reality of Christ’s earthly body shows that this apoc- 
ryphon is not Gnostic or Docetist in its proclivities. Acts of 
Thomas’s teaching on redemption through suffering in ch. 72 
is also standard: 


Having said this, they alighted from the wagon. And the apostle 
began to say, ‘Jesus Christ, whose knowledge is despised in this 
country; Jesus Christ, of whom nothing has been heard in 
this country; Jesus, [you] who receive all apostles in every country 
and every city, and by whom all worthy of you are glorified; Jesus, 
[you] who have taken a form and become like a man and appeared to 
all of us in order not to separate us from your love; Lord, you are he 
who has given himself for us and has bought us with a price by his 
blood, as a precious possession. But what have we, Lord, to offer in 
exchange for your life which you have given for us? For what we 
have is your gift. We entreat you and thereby have life.’ (ch. 72) 


28. We can see that in the circles that produced and used 
this literature wealth was abhorrent. (Peter, for instance, has 
several tirades against the earthly values of Eubula in ch. 17 
and against Chryse in 30-1; John rails against beauty and 
possessions in Acts Jn. 43.) The theme of celibacy is a recur- 
ring one. See, for instance, Acts Jn. 113, where John recalls 
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he was glad he was prevented from marriage and prays to 
God: 


You who have preserved me also till the present hour pure to 
yourself, and free from intercourse with a woman; who, when I 
inclined in my youth to marry, appeared to me and said, ‘I am in 
need of you, John’; who prepared for me beforehand my bodily 
weakness; who, on the third occasion when I wished to marry, 
prevented me immediately, and said to me at the third hour on the 
sea, ‘John, if you were not mine, I would let you marry’; who for two 
years blinded me, letting me mourn and be dependent on you; who 
in the third year opened up the spiritual eyes, and gave me back my 
visible eyes; who, when I regained my sight, disclosed to me the 
repugnance of gazing upon a woman; who delivered me from 
temporary show, and guided me to eternal life; who separated me 
from the foul madness of the flesh; who snatched me from bitter 
death, and presented me only to you; who silenced the secret disease 
of the soul, and cut off its open deed; who afflicted and banished 
him who rebelled in me; who established a spotless friendship to 
you; who prepared a safe way to you; who gave me undoubting faith 
in you; who have traced out for me pure thoughts towards you; who 
have given the due reward to every deed; who have set it in my soul 
to have no other possession than you alone—for what can be more 
precious than you? Now, since ] have accomplished your steward- 
ship with which I was entrusted, make me worthy, O Lord, of your 
repose, and give me my end in you, which is the unspeakable and 
ineffable salvation. 


29. In the Acts of Thomas the apostle urges celibacy on a 
bridal couple and both accept. In the Acts of Peter Xanthippe 
leaves her husband: as he is a friend of the emperor, Peter’s 
death is consequently arranged. A similar situation occurs 
when leading women in the Acts of Thomas accept celibacy 
in marriage. There may even be a touch of humour in the way 
the hapless pagan husbands persistently importune and en- 
treat their determined wives who subject them to the treat- 
ment meted out by Lysistrata (see Acts Andr. 14; 37). 

30. A comparable theme is that the apostles are consistently 
described as ascetics: they practise a rigorous self-denial, their 
abstinence and otherworldliness are exemplary. The reputa- 
tion of Thomas (Acts Thom. 20) is typical: continually he fasts 
and prays, and eats only bread with salt. His drink is water, 
and he wears only one garment whatever the weather. He 
takes nothing from anyone, and what he has he gives to 
others. One can understand why Encratite groups found these 
Acts congenial, but the teaching in itself is compatible with 
and closely paralleled in NT teaching, even though unworldli- 
ness and chastity as Christian virtues are pushed to the ex- 
tremes, as for example in the uncompromisingly negative 
teaching about marriage and procreation in Acts Thom. 12: 


Remember my children, what my brother said to you, and to whom 
he commended you; and know that if you refrain from this filthy 
intercourse you become temples holy and pure, being released from 
afflictions and troubles, known and unknown, and you will not be 
involved in the cares of life and of children, whose end is 
destruction. But if you get many children, for their sakes you 
become grasping and avaricious, plundering orphans and deceiving 
widows, and by doing this you subject yourselves to most grievous 
punishments. For most children become unprofitable, being 
possessed by demons, some openly and some secretly. For they 
become either lunatics or half withered or crippled or deaf or dumb 
or paralytics or idiots. And even though they be healthy, they will be 
again good-for-nothing, doing unprofitable and abominable works. 
For they will be detected either in adultery or in murder or in theft or 
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in unchastity, and by all these you will be afflicted. But if you obey 
and preserve your souls pure to God, there will be born to you living 
children, untouched by these hurtful things, and you will be without 
care, spending an untroubled life, free from grief and care, looking 
forward to receive that incorruptible and true marriage, and you will 
enter as groomsmen into that bridal chamber full of immortality and 
light. 


But such teaching did not originate in the apocrypha. The 
Christian tradition since the beginning elevated poverty, 
obedience, and chastity as ideals, and the NT itself extols 
the unique value of fellowship with God as the only basis for 
true family relationship (in, for instance, Mk 3:33-5; Lk 
14:26). 

31. Two particular passages within the apocryphal Acts are 
worthy of our attention, not only because of their distinctive- 
ness from much of their contexts but also because of the 
beauty and poignancy of their poetry. These are the Hymn of 
Christ in Acts Jn 94-5, a poem since set to music by Gustav 
Holst, and the Hymn of the Soul or Hymn of the Pearl in the 
Acts of Thomas. Both poems are likely to have been insertions 
into their respective narratives; they may have had an inde- 
pendent existence previously. The former concerns Christ and 
the disciples who exchange versicles and responses within the 
context of a dance. The latter is a charming oriental tale of a 
youth who sets out to recover a pearl of great price, and when 
he ultimately succeeds in his mission he is rewarded with a 
heavenly garment. The allegory may be one of the incarna- 
tion, or (to those who see Gnostic ideas at work) the soul in 
search of its heavenly origins. Both these hymns merit careful 
reading. The Hymn of Christ is narrated by John: 


He then began to sing a hymn, and to say: ‘Glory be to you, Father!’ 
And we circling him said, ‘Amen.’ ‘Glory be to you, Word! Glory be 
to you, Grace!’ ‘Amen.’ ‘Glory be to you, Spirit! Glory be to you, Holy 
One! Glory be to the glory!’ ‘Amen.’ ‘We praise you, O Father. We 
give thanks to you, light, in whom darkness does not abide.’ ‘Amen.’ 
‘Now we give thanks, I say: ] will be saved, and I will save.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I 
will be loosed, and I will loose.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I will be pierced, and I will 
pierce.’ ‘Amen.’ 1 will be born, and I will bear.’ ‘Amen.’ 1 will eat, 
and I will be eaten.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I will hear, and I will be heard.’ ‘Amen.’ 
‘I will be understood, being wholly understanding.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I will be 
washed, and I will wash.’ ‘Amen.’ 

Grace is dancing. ‘I will pipe, dance all of you! ‘Amen.’ ‘I will 
mourn, lament all of you!’ ‘Amen.’ ‘An Ogdoad is singing with us.’ 
‘Amen.’ ‘The Twelfth number is dancing above.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘The whole 
universe takes part in the dancing.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘He who does not dance, 
does not know what is being done. ‘Amen.’ ‘I will flee and I willstay.’ 
‘Amen.’ ‘T willadorn, and I will be adorned.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I will be united, 
and I will unite.” ‘Amen.’ ‘I have no house, and I have houses.’ ‘ ‘I 
have no place, and I have places.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I have no temple, and I 
have temples.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I am a lamp to you who see me.’ ‘Amen.’ 
‘am a mirror to you who perceive.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I am adoorto you who 
kmock on me.’ ‘Amen.’ ‘I am a way to you, wayfarer.’ ‘Amen.’ 


32. The theology and the character of the canonical Acts 
may itself have been responsible for any change of direction 
from the character of the gospels and epistles. Once the trad- 
itional sources and rich material of Luke’s gospel gave way to 
the picaresque contents of his second volume we leave the 
world of Hellenistic Judaism and embark on material that 
shows the influence of secular romances and pagan historiog- 
raphy. This influence permeates the second-century Acts. 
The characteristically Pauline theology of his letters is 
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conspicuous by its absence not only in the apocryphal Acts of 
Paul and the Acts of Peter but in the canonical Acts as well. The 
theological teaching of Acts may be said to be less significant 
than that in the NT gospels or epistles, even though its princi- 
pal aim of showing the growth of Christianity as a universal 
religion is admirably achieved. The real hero of Acts is the 
gospel which spreads through the Spirit’s guidance from the 
centre of the old dispensation, Jerusalem, to Rome, the capital 
of the empire, within thirty years of Jesus’ death. (Peter, even 
Paul, are not elevated to centre stage: Peter merely goes off 
elsewhere in Acts 12:17; Paul’s death is left unrecorded.) As it 
stands, Acts may legitimately qualify as the first history book 
of the church. Its success set the ball rolling, and the popular 
religious fervour of the next century carried on in that trad- 
ition by retailing comparable stories about the spread of Chris- 
tianity, but now with one apostle as gospel-bearer completely 
in the spotlight. 

33. It is instructive to return to the canonical Acts after 
having had a diet of reading the apocrypha. One finds that it 
is the similarities rather than the differences between the two 
that are striking. Because the second-century Acts are deriva- 
tive and owe their inspiration to the Acts of the Apostles this is 
perhaps not so unexpected. The miraculous disappearance of 
Philip (8:39), the supernatural deaths of Ananias and Sap- 
phira, the lengthy story about the conversion of Cornelius, 
Saul’s blindness, Elymas’s blindness, Peter’s vision of food, 
and the stirring sea yarns would all sit comfortably in one of 
the apocryphal Acts. Modern Christians are accustomed to 
accept—or rationalize—these stories without ridicule just as 
they are prepared to accept the miracles of Jesus—especially 
nature miracles like his walking on the water, or the blasting 
of the fig-tree—or the story of the transfiguration in the 
gospels. The apocryphal writings do not have the monopoly 
of incredible legends. 

34. However, the apocryphal Actsseldom match the drive or 
spirituality of the canonical Acts and instead are almost en- 
tirely moralistic with accounts of their eponymous hero's 
exploits. The entertainment value of the tales was obviously 
paramount in the apocryphal tradition, but these Acts are 
witnesses to the religious ideas of a great part of Christen- 
dom—even if such teaching did not match the intellectual 
debates and theological ideals of the patristic writers and 
ecclesiastical hierarchy when they attempted to proclaim or 
standardize Christian doctrine and literature. These Acts were 
the popular reading-matter of Christians in many parts of the 
Mediterranean, Syria, North Africa, and Asia over several 
centuries at precisely the same time as the great patristic 
thinkers were formulating creeds, doctrines, and canons of 
belief and practice. The apocrypha show us that early Chris- 
tianity was not preoccupied only with high theological debate, 
with niceties of definition, or with ethics and philosophy. The 
apocryphal Acts may be crudely sensational, may promote an 
unthinking superstition at worst, a simple faith at best, but 
their creation, enduring existence, and undoubted popularity 
show us that Christianity was vibrant, popular, and above all 
successful throughout the dark ages of the second century and 
beyond. 


Q. Apocryphal Letters. 1. Given Paul’s reputation as a letter- 
writer, it is not surprising that several apocryphal letters claim 
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to be from his pen. A letter from the Corinthian church to Paul 
and his reply, known as 3 Corinthians, are found in the Acts of 
Paul. A portion of that reply reads: 


Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ, to the brethren at Corinth, 
greeting! Being in many afflictions, I marvel not that the teachings 
of the evil one had such rapid success. For my Lord Jesus Christ will 
quicldy come, since he is rejected by those who falsify his teaching. 
For I delivered to you first of all what I received from the apostles 
before me who were always with Jesus Christ, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was born of Mary of the seed of David, the Father having sent 
the spirit from heaven into her that he might come into this world 
and save all flesh by his own flesh and that he might raise us in the 
flesh from the dead as he has presented himself to us as our 
example. And since man is created by his Father, for this reason was 
he sought by him when he was lost, to become alive by adoption. For 
he almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, sent the prophets first 
‘o the Jews to deliver them from their sins, for he wished to save the 
house of Israel; therefore he took from the spirit of Christ and 
poured it out upon the prophets who proclaimed the true worship of 
God for a long period of time. For the wicked prince who wished to 
be God himself laid his hands on them and killed them and bound 
all flesh of man to his pleasure. But the almighty God, being just, 
and not wishing to repudiate his creation had mercy and sent his 
Spirit into Mary the Galilean, that the evil one might be conquered 
by the same flesh by which he held sway, and be convinced that he is 
not God. For by his own body Jesus Christ saved all flesh, presenting 
in his own body a temple of righteousness through which we are 
saved. 


2. The most famous of the other invented letters, allegedly 
written by Paul, is the Epistle to the Laodiceans. As is usual in 
the traditions of this apocryphal literature, the original im- 
petus to concoct a writing was because of a perceived gap in 
the NT. Col 4:16 refers to a letter Paul wrote to the church in 
Laodicea. Thatletter did not survive. The apocryphal letter was 
created, perhaps as early as the second century, out of phrases 
found in the authentic Pauline corpus, particularly Philip- 
pians and Galatians, in order to compose an epistle intended 
to be accepted as that referred to in Colossians. That it suc- 
ceeded in its purpose is shown by its appearance in several 
Latin MSS of the NT, including the famous codices Fuldensis, 
Cavensis, and Ardmachanus. It even appears as an appendix 
at the conclusion of modern printed editions of the Latin 
Vulgate, such as the Stuttgart edition, Biblia Sacra (+1994). 
A portion (vv. 6-16) reads: 


And now my bonds are manifest, which I suffer in Christ, on 
account of which I am glad and rejoice. This to me leads to eternal 
salvation, which itself is brought about through your prayers and by 
the help of the Holy Spirit, whether it be through life or through 
death. For my life is in Christ and to die is joy. And his mercy will 
work in you, that you may have the same love and be of one mind. 
Therefore, beloved, as you have heard in my presence, so hold fast 
and work in the fear of God, and eternal life will be yours. For it is 
God whoworks in you. And do without hesitation what you do. And 
for the rest, beloved, rejoice in Christ and beware of those who are 
out for sordid gain. May all your requests be manifest before God, 
and be steadfast in the mind of Christ. And do what is pure, true, 
proper, just and lovely. And what you have heard and received, hold 
in your heart, and peace will be with you. 


3. Other apocryphal epistles includea set of fourteen letters, 
most of which are likely to have been composed in the fourth 
century, purporting to be correspondence between Paul and 
Seneca. 
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4. There is even a letter allegedly from Christ to Abgar. This 
occurs ina version ofa legend related by Eusebius. Abgar, who 
was king of Edessa from 4 BcE to7 cE and again from 13-50 CE, 
sent a letter to Jesus asking him to come to Edessa to heal his 
malady. Jesus did not accede to the request, but sent a letter 
instead. This is that letter: 


You are blessed; you believe in me, and you have not seen me. It is 
written concerning me, ‘Those who have seen me will not believe in 
me’, and ‘Those who have not seen me will believe and will be 
saved.’ Regarding what you wrote to me that I should come to you, 
I have to complete here everything I was sent to do and, after I have 
accomplished it, to be taken up to him who sent me. After I 
have been taken up I will send to you one of my disciples to heal 
your suffering and to provide life for you and those with you. 


After Jesus’ death Thomas sent Thaddeus (or Addai in the 
Syriac) to visit the king. Thaddeus healed the king and Edessa 
was converted to Christianity. According tothe fourth-century 
treatise, the Pilprimage of Etheria, a letter of Christ’s, possibly 
this one, was preserved and copied, and miraculous powers 
were attached to it. 

5. Other texts have conventionally been classified as letters. 
The &pistula Apostolorum, for example, is, however, not really 
epistolary in form or content: it starts as a letter but soon turns 
into an apocalypse. (Perhaps the book of Revelation provides a 
loose parallel.) Similarly, the Epistle of Pseudo-Titus was never 
an example of real, personal correspondence. It is a homily on 
the theme of celibacy. That letter is used to assist in the 
recovery of some missing portions of the apocryphal Acts of 
John, of Peter, and of Andrew. 

6. The Gnostic library found at Nag Hammadi used letters 
as a form of communication. The Letter (or Apocryphon) of 
James, like the Epistula Apostolorum, is another example of an 
apocalyptic book, and is a dialogue of the risen Saviour with 
those on earth. 


R. Apocryphal Apocalypses. 1. Christian writers, biblical and 
post-biblical, concerned themselves, just as their Jewish pre- 
decessors had done, with apocalyptic themes and teaching. 
The word ‘apocalypse’ means a revelation of things normally 
hidden. In general, apocalypses speak of the signs and por- 
tents presaging the end of this world, and of the nature of the 
other world. In the apocryphal literature we may separate 
these two features. There are those passages which describe 
what heaven and hell hold in store for the faithful and the 
unbeliever. The language of these apocalypses is dualistic and 
speaks of two opposing realms: hell, the abode only of the 
sinner, and heaven, the home of the believer. Post-biblical 
writers used this genre of literature with its tours of the other 
world with great imagination. It could well be that biblical 
texts such as Rev 21:1-8 provided the starting-point for the 
richly developed imaginative constructions we find in the 
apocryphal books. The writings may have been relegated as 
‘spurious’ or ‘secondary’, in other words as ‘apocryphal’ in the 
common understanding of that term, but they were obviously 
regularly read by Christians even after their use was con- 
demned by the ecclesiastical authorities. 

2. Curiosity about the character of heaven and hell fascin- 
ated Christian writers from the earliest times. Two of the most 
influential texts were the Apocalypse of Peter, dating probably 
from the mid-second century, and the Apocalypse of Paul, 
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probably written in the fourth century. Once again, one finds 
the names Peter and Paul in use as the supposed authors of 
apocryphal works. That an apocalypse was written in Paul’s 
name is not surprising giventhe statement by Paul in 2 Cor 12 
that he had been ‘caught up as far as the third heaven’. In the 
authentic Pauline literature this baffling statement is not 
explained. It was an obvious gap that was left to the imagi- 
nation of a later writer to fill. The Apocalypse of Paul tells what 
happened to Paul on his otherworldly visits. This apocalypse 
proved to be the most popular of the western church’s apoc- 
ryphal apocalypses, and it led to the generally held beliefs 
about heaven and hell that fuelled the medieval imagination. 
Much of the art and sculpture in the Middle Ages depicting 
the afterlife was inspired by this work. Dante’s Inferno was 
also influenced by the Apocalypse of Paul and even quotes it. 

3. The extracts below are taken from the Coptic Apoc. Pet. 
26, 27, 31. Ifa modern reader feels that some of the imagery is 
commonplace, this familiarity is due to the pervading influ- 
ence apocalyptic texts such as this one have had on subse- 
quent literature. 


And near that place I saw another gorge wherein the discharge and 
excrement of those who were in torment ran down, and became like 
a lake there. And women sat there up to their necks in that filth, and 
over against them many children born out of due time sat crying; 
and from them went forth rays of fire and smote the women in the 
eyes; and these were those who conceived out of wedlock and caused 
abortion. 


And other men and women were being burned up to their middle 
and were cast down in a dark place and were scourged by evil spirits, 
having their entrails devoured by worms that never rested. And these 
were the ones who had persecuted the righteous and delivered them 
up. 

And in another great lake full of foul pus and blood and boiling mire 
stood men and women up to their knees. And these were the ones 
who lent money and demanded usury upon usury. 


4. Two extracts now follow from the Vision (or Apocalypse) of 
Paul. The first of these, from ch. 20, describes Paul’s arrival in 
Paradise; the second, taken from ch. 31, comes from the much 
fuller descriptions of his visit to hell—there he encounters 
many sufferers. 


And when I had entered within the gate of Paradise, there came out 
to meet me an old man whose countenance shone as the sun; and 
when he had embraced me he said, ‘Hail, Paul, beloved of God.’ And 
he kissed me with a cheerful countenance. He wept, and I said to 
him, ‘Brother, why do you weep?’ And again sighing and lamenting 
he said, ‘We are hurt by men, and they grieve us greatly; for many 
are the good things which the Lord has prepared, and great is his 
promise, butmany do not perceive them.’ And I asked the angel and 
said, ‘Sir, who is this?’ And he said to me, ‘This is Enoch, the scribe 
of righteousness.’ And I entered into that place, and immediately I 
saw Elijah, and he came and greeted me, laughing and rejoicing. 
And when he had seen me, he turned away and wept, and said to 
me, ‘Paul, would that you should receive the rewards of your labours 
which you have done for the human race. As for me, I have seen 
great and many good things which God has prepared for the just, 
and the promises of God are great, but many do not perceive them; 
but even after many labours scarcely one or two enter into these 
places.’ 


And I sawthere a river boiling with fire, and in ita multitude of men 
and women immersed up to the knees, and other men up to the 
navel, others even up to the lips, others up to the hair. And I asked 
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the angel and said, ‘Sir, who are those in the fiery river?’ And the 
angel answered and said to me, “They are neither hot nor cold, 
because they were found neither in the number of the just nor in the 
number of the godless. For those spent the time of their life on earth 
passing some days in prayer, but others in sins and fornications, 
until their death.’ And I asked him and said, ‘Who are these, sir, 
immersed up to their knees in fire?’ He answered and said to me, 
‘These are they who when they have gone out of church occupy 
themselves with idle disputes. Those who are immersed up to the 
navel are those who, when they have taken the body and blood of 
Christ, go and fornicate and do not cease from their sins till they die. 
Those who are immersed up to the lips are those who slander each 
other when they assemble in the church of God; those up to the 
eyebrows are those who nod to each other and plot spite against their 
neighbour.’ 


5. Whereas the apocalypses of Peter and of Paul are con- 
cerned withthe current state of affairs in heaven and hell, the 
Apocaly pse of Thomas contains predictions about the ending of 
the present world. It is thus ‘apocalyptic’ in its sense of fore- 
telling the future. From the NT onwards Christians were 
made aware that they were already living in the end time. 
For them Christ was believed to have inaugurated the last age. 
Christians were not sure how imminent that final day, in- 
creasingly thought of as the day of judgement, would be; 
many hazarded a guess. Nor did the Christians know what 
warnings would announce or precede the coming of the End. 
Again, attempts were made to list which events were to be 
disregarded and which were portentous. Apocalyptic passages 
in the NT gospels and of course the book of Revelation are 
concerned with these warnings and the signs of the times. 
Such speculation has never ceased. The writer of the Apoca- 
lypse of Thomas, dating perhaps from the fifth century, gave a 
countdown, and describes the events of the final six days 
before the end of the world. One part of this text is given 
here: it concerns the events on the fourth day before the End. 


And on the fourth day, atthe first hour, from the land of the east the 
abyss shall melt and roar. Then shall all the earth be shaken by 
the might of an earthquake. In that day shall the ornaments of the 
heathen fall, and all the buildings of the earth, before the might of 
the earthquake. These are the signs of the fourth day. 


REFERENCES 


Aland, K. (ed.) (1985), Synopsis Quattuor Evangeliorum, 13th edn. 
(Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft). 

Barnard, L. W. (1966), Studies in the Apostolic Fathers and their Back- 
ground (Oxford: Blackwell). 

Carleton Paget, J. (1994), The Epistle of Barnabas: Outlook and Back- 
ground, WUNT 2/64 (Tiibingen: Mohr [Siebeck)]). 

Dibelius, M. (1923), Die Apostolischen Viter, iv. Der Hirt des Hermas, 
HNT Erganzungsband (Tiibingen: Mohr). 

Draper, J. A. (1996) (ed.), The Didache in Modern Research, AGJU 37 
(Leiden: Brill). 

Elliott, J. K. (ed.) (1993), The Apocryphal New Testament (Oxford: Clar- 
endon). 


1330 


Grant, R. M. (1964), The Apostolic Fathers: An Introduction, Apostolic 
Fathers, 1 (New York: Nelson). 

—— (1966), Ignatius of Antioch, Apostolic Fathers, 4 (Camden: Nel- 
son). 

——and Graham, H. H. (1965), First and Second Clement, Apostolic 
Fathers, 2 (New York: Nelson). 

Hahneman, G. M. (1992), The Muratorian Fragment and the Develop- 
ment of the Canon (Oxford: Clarendon), esp. ch. 2. 

Hlavik, R. (1996), The Struggle for Scripture and Covenant, WUNT 2/82 
(Tiibingen: Mohr [Siebeck]). 

Huck, A. (1981), Synopse der drei ersten Evangelien, 13th edn., rev. H. 
Greeven (Tiibingen: Mohr [Siebeck)). 

Jefford, C. N. (ed.) (1995), The Didache in Context, NovTSup 77 (Lei- 
den: Brill). 

(1996), Reading the Apostolic Fathers (Peabody, NJ: Hendrickson). 

Joly, R. (1968), Le Pasteur: Introduction, texte critique, traduction, notes, 
SC 53, and edn. (Paris: Cerf). 

Kirkland, A. (1990), The Shepherd of Hermas: Some Aspects of its Com- 
position and Transmission, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of 
Cape Town. 

Koester, H. (1990), Ancient Christian Gospels (London: SCM). 

(1957), Spnoptische Uberlieferung bei den Apostolischen Vitern, TU 65 
(Berlin: Akademie). 

Kraft, R. A. (1965), Barnabas and the Didache, Apostolic Fathers, 3 
(New Yorlc Nelson). 

Lake, K. (1912-13), The Apostolic Fathers, LCL (2 vols.; London: Heine- 
mann). 

Lightfoot, J. B. and Harmer, J. R. (1989), The Apostolic Fathers, rev. 
M. W. Holmes (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House). 

Linnemann, A. (1992), Die Apostolischen Véter, i. Die Clememensbriefe 
(Tiibingen: Mohr [Siebeck)). 

Neirynck, F. (1991), ‘The Apocryphal Gospels and the Gospel of Mark’, 
in F. Van Segbroeck (ed.), Evangelica, ii. 1982-1991: Collected Essays 
by Frans Neirynck, BETL 99 (Leuven: Leuven University Press), 
715-72. 

Niederwimmer, K. (1993), Die Didache, Kommentar zu den apos- 
tolischen Vatern, 1 (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht). E. T. 
1998 (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Osiek, C. (1999), The Shepherd of Hermas (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Prigent, P., and Kraft, R. A. (1971), Bpitre de Barnabé, SC 172 (Paris: 
Cerf). 

Rordorf, W., and Tuilier, A. (1978), La Doctrine des douze apétres 

Didache), SC 248 (Paris: Cerf). 

Schneemelcher, W. (ed.) (1991-2), New Testament Apocrypha, ET R. 

McL. Wilson (Cambridge: Clarke), i, ii. 

Scholer, D. M. (1971), Nag Hammadi Bibliography 1948-1969, NHS 3 

Leiden: Brill). 

Tuckett, C. M. (1989), ‘Synoptic Tradition in the Didache’, in J.-M. 

Sevrin (ed.), The New Testament in Early Christianity, BETL 86 

Leuven: Leuven University Press), 197-230. 

Tugwell, S. (1989), The Apostolic Fathers (London: Chapman). 

Wengst, K. (1984), Schriften des Urchristentums, ii. Didache ( Apostel- 

lehre), Barnabasbrief, Zweiter Klemensbrief, Schrift an Diognet 

Munich: Késelverlag; Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Bibelge- 

sellschaft). 

Whittaker, M. (1967), Die Apostolischen Vater, i. Hermas, Der Hirt des 
Hermas, GCS 48/2, 2nd edn. (Berlin: Akademie). 

Windisch, H. (1920), Die Apostolischen Vater, iii. Der Barnabasbrief, 
HNT Erganzungsband (Tiibingen: Mohr). 


83. Bibliographical Guide to Biblical Studies 


History and Theology, Old Testament 


Barr, J. (1999), The Concept of Biblical Theology: An Old Testament 
Perspective (London: SCM). 

Bright, J. (1981), A History of Israel, 3rd edn. (London: SCM). 

Brueggemann, W. (1997), Theology of the Old Testament: Testimony, 
Dispute, Advocacy (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Clements, R. E. (1978), Old Testament Theology: A Fresh Approach 

London: Marchall, Morgan, and Scott). 

Eichrodt, W. (1961-7), Theology of the Old Testament (2 vols.; London: 

SCM). 

Hayes, J. H., and Miller, J. M. (1990), Israelite and Judaean History 

London: SCM). 

Herrmann, S. (1981), A History of Israel in Old Testament Times (Phila- 

delphia: Fortress). 

Jagersma, H. (1982), A History of Israel in the Old Testament Period 

London: SCM). 

(1985), A History of Israel from Alexander the Great to Bar Kochba 

London: SCM). 

Noth, M. (1960), The History of Israel, and edn. (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

von Rad, G. (1975), Old Testament Theology (2 vols.; Edinburgh: T. & 
T. Clark). 


2. Introduction to the Old Testament 


Barton, J. (1991), What is the Bible? (London: SPCK). 

(1997), Making the Christian Bible (London: Darton, Longman & 
Todd). 

Blenkinsopp, J. (1984), A History of Prophecy in Israel from the Settle- 
ment in the Land to the Hellenistic Period (London: SPCK). 

Childs, B. S. (1979), Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture 
(London: SCM). 

Crenshaw, J. L. (1981), Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction 
(Atlanta: John Knox). 

Davies, P. R. (1998), Scribes and Schools: The Canonization of the 
Hebrew Scriptures (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 

Hayes, J. H. (1982), An Introduction to Old Testament Study (London: 
SCM). 

Kaiser, O. (1975), Introduction to the Old Testament: A Presentation of its 
Results and Problems (Oxford: Blackwell). 

Laffey, A. (1988), An Introduction to the Old Testament: A Feminist 
Perspective (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Noth, M. (1966), ‘The Laws in the Pentateuch: Their Assumptions 
and Meaning’, in his The Laws in the Pentateuch and Other Essays 
(Edinburgh and London), 1-107. 

Soggin, J. A. (1989), Introduction to the Old Testament: From its Origins 
to the Closing of the Alexandrian Canon (London: SCM). 

Theissen, G. (1984), Biblical Faith: An Evolutionary Perspective (Lon- 
don: SCM). 


3. Introduction to the Pentateuch 


Albertz, R. (1994), A History of Israelite Religion in the OT Period, ET (2 
vols.; London: SCM). 

Alt, A. (1966), ‘The Origins of Israelite Law’, in Essays on Old Testament 
History and Religion, ET (Oxford: Blackwell), 87-132. First published 
1934. 

Beneae J. (1992), The Pentateuch: An Introduction to the First Five 
Books of the Bible (London: SCM). 


Brueggemann, W., and Wolff, H. W. (1975), The Vitality of OT Tradi- 
tions (Atlanta: John Knox). 

Clements, R. E. (1976), A Century of OT Study (Guildford: Lutter- 
worth). 

Clines, D. J. A. (1978), The Theme of the Pentateuch (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Lohfink, N. (1994), Theology of the Pentateuch: Themes of the Priestly 
Narrative and Deuteronomy (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Nicholson, E. W. (1997), The Pentateuch in the Twentieth Century 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

Noth M. (1972), A History of Pentateuchal Traditions, ET (Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall); from German original, tiberlieferungs- 
geschichte des Pentateuch, 1948. 

Patrick, D. (1986), Old Testament Law (London: SCM). 

Pritchard, J. B. (ed.) (1969), Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the 
Old Testament, 3rd edn. (Princeton: Princeton University Press). 

von Rad, G. (1962), OT Theology, ET (Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd). 

Wellhausen, J. (1885), Prolegomena to the History of Israel, ET (Edin- 
burgh: A. & C. Black); from German original, Geschichte Israels I, 
1878. 

Whybray, R. N. (1987), The Making ofthe Pentateuch: A Methodological 
Study (Sheffield: JSOT). 


4. Genesis 


Blenkinsopp, J. (1992), The Pentateuch. An Introduction to the First Five 
Books of the Bible (London: SCM). 

Gunkel, H. (1964), The Legends of Genesis (New York: Schocken). 

McKane, W. (1979), Studies in the Pentateuchal Narratives (Edinburgh: 
Handsel). 

Noth, M. (1972), A History of Pentateuchal Traditions (Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall). 

Redford, D. B. (1970), A Study of the Biblical Story of Joseph (Genesis 37— 
50), VTSup 20 (Leiden: Brill). 

Rogerson, J. W. (1974), Myth in Old Testament Interpretation, BLAW 
134 (Berlin: de Gruyter). 

Thompson, T. L. (1974), The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives, 
BZAW 133 (Berlin: de Gruyter). 

Van Seters, J. (1975), Abraham in History and Tradition (New Haven 
and London: Yale University Press). 

von Rad, G. (1966), ‘The Joseph Narrative and Ancient Wisdom’, in 
The Problem of the Hexateuch and Other Essays (Edinburgh and 
London: Oliver & Boyd), 292-300. 

(1972), Genesis, OTL, 2nd edn. (London: SCM). 

Westermann, C. (1974), Creation (London: SPCK; Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

(1980), The Promises to the Patriarchs. Studies on the Patriarchal 
Narratives (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

—— Genesis (3 vols.; London: SPCK, 1984, 1985, 1987). 

— Genesis (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987; London: SPCK, 1988). 

Whybray, R. N. (1987), The Making ofthe Pentateuch. A Methodological 
Study, JSOTSup 53 (Sheffield: J SOT). 


5. Exodus 


Brueggemann, W. (1994), ‘Exodus’, in The New Interpreter’s Bible (vol. 
t Nashville: Abingdon). 

Cassuto, U. (1967), A Commentary on Exodus (Jerusalem: Magnes). 

Childs, B. S. (1974), Exodus: a Commentary (London: SCM). 

Croatto, J. S. (1981), Exodus: a Hermeneutics of Freedom (Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis Books). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1332 


Durham, J. I. (1987), Exodus, WBC (Waco, Tex.: Word). 

Fretheim, T. E. (1991), Exodus (Interpretation) (Louisville, Ky.: West- 
minster/John Knox). 

Gowan, D. E. (1994), Theology in Exodus: Biblical Theology in the Form 
of a Commentary (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox). 

Gunn, D. M. (1982), ‘The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart’, in D. J. A. 
Clines, D. M. Gunn, and A. J. Hauser (eds), Art and 
Meaning: Rhetoric in Biblical Literature, JSOTSup 19 (Sheffield: 
JSOT), 72-96. 

Haran, M. (1985), Templesand Temple Servicein Ancient Israel, 2ndedn. 
(WinonaLake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns). 

Houtman, C. (1993— ), Exodus, Historical Commentary on the Old 
Testament (3 vols.; Kampen: Kok). 

Johnstone, W. (1990), Exodus, Old Testament Guides (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Moberly, R., and Walter, L. (1983), At the Mountain of God: Story and 
Theology in Exodus 32-34, JsOTSup 22 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Nicholson, E. W. (1986), God and his People: Covenant and Theology in 
the Old Testament (Oxford: Clarendon). 

Patrick, D. (1986), Old Testament Law (London: SCM). 

Van Seters, J. (1994), The Life of Moses: the Yahwist as Historian in 
Exodus-Numbers (Kampen: Kok Pharos). 


G6. Leviticus 


Anderson, G. A. (1987), Sacrifices and Offerings in Ancient Israel: Studies 
in their Social and Political Importance, HSM 41 (Atlanta: Scholars 
Press). 

and Olyan, S. M. (eds.) (1991), Priesthood and Cult in Ancient 
Israel, JSOTSup 125 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Blenkinsopp, J. (1976), ‘The Structure of P’, CBQ 38: 275-92. 

Cassuto, U. (1961), The Documentary Hypothesis and the Composition of 
the Pentateuch (Jerusalem: Magnes). 

Cross, F. M. (1973), Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press). 

Grabbe, L. L. (1991), ‘Maccabean Chronology: 167-164 or 168-165 
BCE?’, JBL 110: 59-74. 

Kaufmann, Y. (1961), The Religion of Israel From its Beginnings to the 
Babylonian Exile(tr.and abr. M. Greenberg) (London: George Allen 
& Unwin). 

Levine, B. A. (1989), Leviticus, JPS Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: 
Jewish Publication Society). 

McKeating, H. (1979), ‘Sanctions against Adultery in Ancient Israelite 
Society, with Some Reflections on Methodology in the Study of Old 
Testament Ethics’, JSOT 11 57-72. 

Noth, M. (1972), A History of Pentateuchal Traditions (Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall). 

Polzin, R. (1976), Late Biblical Hebrew: Toward an Historical Typology of 
Biblical Hebrew Prose, HSM 12 (Missoula: Scholars Press). 

Rentdorff, R. H. (1990), The Problem ofthe Process of Transmission in the 
Pentateuch, JSOTSup 89 (Sheffield: Shef field Academic Press); Ger- 
man original, Das tiberlieferungsgeschichtliche Problem des Pentateuch 
(1977)- 

(1993), ‘Two Kinds of P? Some Reflections onthe Occasion of the 
Publishing of Jacob Milgrom’s Commentary on Leviticus 1-16’, 
JSOT 60: 75-81. 

Van Seters, J. (1983), In Search of History: Historiography in the Ancient 
World and the Origins of Biblical History (New Haven/London: Yale 
University Press). 

Vink, J. G. (1969), ‘The Date and Origin of the Priestly Code in the Old 
Testament’, OTS 15: 1-144. 

Weinfeld, M. (1972), Deuteronomy and the Dewteronomic School 
(Oxford: Clarendon). 

(1992), Deuteronomy 1-11, ABs (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Wellhausen, J. (1885), Prolegomena to the History of Israel (Edinburgh: 
A. & C. Black). 


7. Numbers 


Ashley, T. R. (1993), The Book of Numbers, The New International 
Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 
Budd, P. J. (1984), Numbers, Word Biblical Commentary, 5 (Waco, Tex.: 

Word). 

Douglas, M. (1993), In the Wilderness: The Doctrine of Defilement in the 
Book of Numbers (Sheffield: Shef field Academic Press). 

Fretheim, T. E. (1996), The Pentateuch, Interpreting Biblical Texts 
(Nashville: Abingdon). 

Gorman, F. H,, Jr. (1990), The Ideolopy of Ritual: S pace, Time and Status 
in the Priestly Theology, JSOTSup o1 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Gray, G. B. (1903), A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers, 
International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Levine, B. (1993), Numbers 1-20: A New Translation with Introduction 
and Commentary, Anchor Bible (New Yorke Doubleday). 

Milgrom, J. (1990), Numbers, JPS Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: 
Jewish Publication Society of America). 

Moore, M. (1990), The Balaam Traditions: Their Character and Devel- 
opment, SBLDS, 113 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

Nelson, R. D. (1993), Raising Up a Faithful Priest: Community and 
Priesthood in Biblical Theology (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 

Noth, M. (1968), Numbers: A Commentary, Old Testament Library 
(Philadelphia: Westminster); tr. J. D. Martin. 

Olson, D. (1985), The Death of the Old and the Birth of the New: The 
Framework of the Book of Numbers and the Pentateuch, Brown Judaic 
Studies, 71 (Chico, Calif.: Scholars Press). 

(1996), Numbers, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teach- 
ing and Preaching (Louisville: John Knox). 

Sakenfeld, K. D. (1995), Journeying with God: A Commentary on the 
Book of Numbers, An International Theological Commentary on the 
Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Wenham, G. J. (1981), Numbers: An Introduction and Commen- 
tary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary (Downer’s Grove, IIL. 
Inter-Varsity). 


8. Deuteronomy 


Christensen, D. L. (ed.) (1993), A Song of Power and the Power of Song. 
Essays on the Book of Deuteronomy (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns). 

Criisemann, F. (1996), The Torah (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark) 

Driver, S. R. (1986), A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deu- 
teronomy (ICC), 1895, 3rd edn. 1901 (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Levinson, B. M. (1997), Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of Legal 
Innovation (New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press) (includes 
bibliography). 

Miller, P. D. (1990), Deuteronomy (Interpretation) (Louisville, Ky.: John 
Knox). 

Rofé, A. (1988), Introduction to Deuteronomy. Part I and further chap- 
ters [Hebrew] (Jerusalem: Akademon Publishing House). 

Tigay, J. H. (1996), Deuteronomy (The J PS Torah Commentary) (Phila- 
delphia/Jerusalem: The Jewish Publication Society). 

Weinfeld, M. (1972), Deuteronomy and the Deuteronomic School, re- 
printed (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns). 


9. Joshua 


Aharoni, Y. (1967), The Land of the Bible (London: Burns and Oates). 

Auld, A. G. (1980), Joshua, Moses and the Land: Tetrateuch, Penta- 
teuch, Hexateuch in a Generation since 1938 (Edinburgh: T. and 
T. Clark). 

Baltzer, K. (1971), The Covenant Formulary in Old Testament, Jewish and 
early Christian Writings (Oxford) (= Das Bundesformular: sein Ur- 
sprung und seine Verwendung im alten Testament [WMANT 4] (Neu- 
larchen: Neukirchener Verlag, 1960) ). 


1333 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


Ben-Tor, A. (ed.), The Archaeology of Ancient Israel (New Haven/Lon- 
don: Yale University Press/Open University of Israel). 

Boling, R., and Wright, G. E. (1982), Joshua (AB) (New Yorlc Double- 
day). 

Bright, J. (1981), A History of Israel, 3rd edn. (London: SCM). 

Butler, T. C. (1983), Joshua, WBC (Waco, Tex.: Word). 

Curtis, A. H. W. (1994), Joshua, OT Guides (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Finkelstein, I. (1988), The Archaeology of the Israelite Settlement (Jeru- 
salem: Israel Exploration Society). 

Gibson, J. C. L. (1971), Textbook of Syrian Semitic Inscriptions I: Hebrew 
and Moabite Inscriptions (Oxford: Clarendon Press). 

Gottwald, N. K. (1979), The Tribes of Yahweh: a Sociology ofthe Religion 
of Liberated Israel, 1250-1050 BCE (London: SCM). 

Gray, J. (1986), Joshua, Judges and Ruth (NCB) (London: Marshall, 
Morgan and Scott). 

Haran, M. (1978), Temples and Temple Service in Ancient Israel (Oxford: 
Clarendon). 

Kenyon, K. (1979), Archaeology in the Holy Land, 4th edn. (London: 
Emest Benn). 

Mazar, A. (1990), Archaeolopy of the Land of the Bible 10,000-586 BCE 
(New York: Doubleday). 

McCarthy, D. J. (1978), Treaty and Covenant, AnBib 21A, 2nd edn. 
(Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute). 

Mendenhall, G. E. (1955) Law and Covenant in the Ancient Near East 
(Pittsburgh (repr from BA 17 [1954] 26-46, 50-76) ). 

Niditch, S. (1993), Warin the Hebrew Bible (New York/Oxford: Oxford 
University Press). 

Noth, M. (1960), The History of Israel (London: A. & C. Black). 

—— (1981), The Deuteronomistic History, JSOTSup (Sheffield: JSOT) 
(ET of Uberlieferungsgeschichtliche Studien: die sammelnden und bear- 
beitenden Geschichtswerke im Alten Testament, Halle, 1943, 2nd edn. 
Tubingen, 1957). 

Polzin, R. (1980), Moses andthe Deuteronomist (New York Seabury). 

Porter, J. R. (1970), ‘The Succession of Joshua’, in J. I. Durham and 
J. R. Porter (eds), Proclamation and Presence (FS G. H. Davies) 
(London: SCM), 102-132. 

Soggin, J. A. (1972), Joshua, OTL (London: SCM). 

Thompson, T. L. (1992), The Early History of the Israelite People: from 
the Written and Archaeological Sources (Leiden: Brill). 


10. Judges 


Alter, R. (1981), The Art of Biblical Poetry (New York: Basic). 

(1985), The Art of Biblical Narrative (New Yorlc Basic). 

Gottwald, N. (1979), The Tribes of Yahweh. A Religion of Liberated Israel 
1250-1050 BC (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis). 

Meyers, C. (1988), Discovering Eve. Ancient Israelite Women in Context 
(New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

Niditch, S. (1997), Ancient Israelite Religion (New York/Oxford: Oxford 
University Press). 

(1996), Oral World and Written Word (Louisville: John Knox/ 
Westminster). 

Younger, K. L. (1990), Ancient Conquest Accounts: A Study in Ancient 
Near Eastern and Biblical History Writing, JSOT 98 (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 


mu. Ruth 


Brenner, A. (ed.) (1993), A Feminist Companion to Ruth, The Fem- 
inist Companion to the Bible 3 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

LaCocque, A. (1990), The Feminine Unconventional: Four Subversive 
Figures in Israel’s Tradition, Overtures to Biblical Theology (Phila- 
delphia: Fortress). 

Larkin, K. (1995), Ruth and Esther, Old Testament Guides (Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic Press). 


Leggett, D. A. (1974), The Levirate and Goel Institutions in the Old Testa- 
ment with Special Attention to the Book of Ruth (Cherry Hill, NJ: Mack). 

Phillips, A. (1986), ‘The Book of Ruth: Deception and Shame’, J]S 37: 
I-17. 

Trible, P. (1978), God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, Overtures to Biblical 
Theology (Philadelphia: Fortress). 


12.1 & 2 Samuel 


Birch, B. C. (1976), The Rise of the Israelite Monarchy: The Growth 
and Development of 1 Samuel 7-15, SBLDS 27 (Missoula: Scholars 
Press). 

Campbell, A. F. (1975), The Ark Narrative (1 Sam 4-6, 2 Sam 6). 
Form-Critical and Traditio-Historical Study, SBLDS 16 (Missoula: 
Scholars Press). 

Carlson, R. A. (1964), David, the Chosen King. A Traditio-Historical 
Approach to the Second Book of Samuel (Stockholm: Almgvist & 
Wiskell). 

Conroy, C. C. (1978), Absalom Absalom! Narrative and Language in 2 
Sam 13-20, Analecta Biblica 81 (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute). 

Edelman, D. V. (1991), King Saul in the Historiography of Judah, 
JSOTSup 121 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Gunn, D. M. (1978), The Story of King David. Genre and Interpretation, 
JSOTSup 6 (Sheffield: Sheffield JSOT). 

(1980), The Fate of King Saul, JSOTSup 14 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Ishida, T. (1977), The Royal Dynasties in Ancient Israel. A Study on the 
Formation and Development of Royal-Dynastic Ideology, BZA W 142 
(Berlin: de Gruyter). 

Jones, G. H. (1990), The Nathan Narratives, JSOTSup 80 (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Long, V. P. (1989), The Reign and Rejection of King Saul. A Case for 
Literary and Theological Coherence, SBLDS 118 (Atlanta: Scholars 
Press). 

Mayes, A. D. H. (1977), ‘The Reign of Saul’, in J. H. Hayes and J. M. 
Miller (eds.), Israelite and Judaean History, OTL (London: SCM), 
322-31. 

Mettinger, T. N. D. (1976), King and Messiah. The Civil and Sacral 
Legitimation of the Israelite Kings, Coniectanea Biblica, OT Series 8 
(Lund: C. W. K. Gleerup). 

Miller, P. D., and Roberts, J. (1977), The Hand of the Lord: A Reassess- 
ment of the ‘Ark Narrative’ of 1 Samuel (Baltimore/London: John 
Hopkins University Press). 

Nelson, R. D. (1981), The Double Redaction of the Deuteronomistic 
History, JSOTSup 18 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Noth, M. (1943), Uberlieferungsgeschichtliche Studien I (Tiibingen: Max 
Niemeyer); (1981), ET The Deuteronomistic History, JSOTSup 15 
(Sheffield: JSOT). 

Rost, L. (1926), Die Uberlieferung von der Thronnachfolge Davids, 
BWANT 3/6 (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer); (1982), ET The Succession 
to the Throne of David (Sheffield: Almond). 

Soggin, J. A. (1977), ‘The Davidic-Solomonic Kingdom’, in J. H. Hayes 
and J. M. Miller (eds), Israelite and Judaean History, OTL (London: 
SCM), 332-80. 

Weinfeld, M. (1970), Deuteronomy and the Deuteronomic School 
(Oxford: Clarendon). 

Whybray, R. N. (1968), The Succession Narrative. A Study of II Sam 
g-20 and I Kings 1 and 2, SBTh 9 (London: SCM). 


13.1 & 2 Kings 


Cross, F. M. (1973), ‘The Themes of the Book of Kings and the 
Structure of the Deuteronomistic History’, in id., Canaanite Myth 
and Hebrew Epic (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press), 
274-89. 

Gray, J. (1977), I and II Kings, OTL 3rd edn. (Philadelphia: Westmin- 
ster). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1334 


McKay, J. W. (1973), Religion in Judah under the Assyrians 732-609 B.C., 
SBTh 2:26 (London: SCM). 

Nelson, R. (1981), The Double Redaction ofthe Deuteronomistic History, 
JSOTSup 18 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Noth, M. (1991), The Deuteronomistic History, JSOTSup 15 (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 


14.1 & 2 Chronicles 


Ackroyd, P. R. (1973), I and I Chronicles, Torch Bible Commentary 
(London: SCM). 

Coggins, R. J. (1976), The First and Second Books of Chronicles, CBC 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Myers, J. M. (1965), 1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles, Anchor Bible (2 vols.; 
Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Williamson, H. G. M. (1977), Israel in the Books of Chronicles (Cam- 
bridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Williamson, H. G. M. (1982), 1 and 2 Chronicles, NCB (London: 
Marshall, Morgan, and Scott). 


15. Ezra-Nehemiah 


Berquist, J. (1995), Judaism in Persia’s Shadow: A Social and Historical 
Approach (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Bickerman, E. (1976), ‘The Edict of Cyrus in Ezra I’, in Studies in Jewish 
and Christian History, I (Leiden: Brill). 

Blenkinsopp, J. (1988), Ezra-Nehemiah, OTL (London: SCM). 

Clines, D. (1984), Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, NCB (Basingstoke: 
Marshall, Morgan, and Scott). 

Fensham, F. C. (1982), The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans). 

Williamson, H.G.M.(1985), Ezra, Nehemiah, W SBC (Waco, Tex.:Word). 


16. Esther 


Berg, S. B. (1979), The Book of Esther: Motifs, Themes, and Structures, 
SBLDS 44 (Missoula: Scholars Press). 

Clines, D.J.A. (1984), The Esther Scroll: The Story ofthe Story, JSOTSup 
30 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

(1988), ‘Esther’, in Harper’s Bible Commentary (San Francisco: 
Harper & Row), 387-94. 

Fox, M. V. (1991), Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther, Studies in 
Biblical Personalities (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina 
Press). 

Moore, C. A. (1971), Esther: A New Translation with Introduction and 
Commentary, Anchor Bible 7B (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

(1982), Studies in the Book of Esther (New Yorlc Ktav). 

(1992), ‘Esther, Book of’, ABD II: 633-43. 

White, S. A. (1989), ‘Esther: A Feminine Model for the Jewish Dia- 
spora’, in P. L. Day (ed.), Gender and Difference (Philadelphia: For- 
tress), 161-77. 

(1992), ‘Esther’, in C. A. Newsom and S. H. Ringe (eds.), The 

Woman's Bible Commentary (Knoxville: Westminster/John Knox), 


124-9. 


17. Job 


Beuken, W. A. M. (ed.) (1994), The Book of Job (BETL CXIV) (Leuven: 
Leuven University Press, Peeters). 

Clines, D. J. A. (1989), Job (Dallas: Word Books), 1-20. 

Crenshaw, J. L. (1992), ‘Job, Book of’, ABD 3 (New Yorlt Doubleday), 
858-68. 

Glatzer, N. N. (ed.) (1969), The Dimensions of Job (New Yorlc Double- 
day). 

Good, E. M. (1990), In Turns of Tempest (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press). 


Gordis, R. (1978), The Book of Job (New Yorlt Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America). 

Habel, N. C. (1985), The Book of Job (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Hoffman, Y. A. (1996), Blemished Perfection (Sheffield: Sheffield Aca- 
demic Press). 

Janzen, J. G. (1985), Job (Atlanta: John Knox). 

Newsom, C. (1996), ‘Job’, NIB IV (Nashville: Abingdon), 319-637. 

Perdue, L. G. (1972), Wisdom in Revolt (Nashville: Abingdon). 

Pope, M. E. (1973), Job (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Zuckerman, B. (1991), Job the Silent: A Study in Historical Counterpoint 
(New Yorlc Oxford University Press). 


18. Psalms 


Anderson, A. A. (1972), Psalms 1-72, Psalms 73-150, NCB (London: 
Marshall, Morgan and Scott). 

Dahood, M. J. (1966-70), Psalms, Anchor Bible (3 vols.; Garden City, 
NY: Doubleday). 

Day, J. (1990), Psalms, Old Testament Guides (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Gillingham, S. E. (1994), The Poems and Psalms of the Hebrew Bible, 
Oxford Bible Series (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

Kirkpatrick, A. F. (1901), The Book of Psalms, Cambridge Bible for 
Schools and Colleges (33 vols.; Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press). 

Mowinckel, S. (1962), The Psalms in Israel’s Worship (2 vols.; Oxford: 
Basil Blackwell). 


19. Proverbs 


Bryce, G. E. (1979), A Legacy of Wisdom: The Egyptian Contribution to 
the Wisdom of Israel (Lewisburg, Pa.: Bucknell University Press). 

Camp, C. V. (1985), Wisdom and the Feminine in the Book of Proverbs 
(Sheffield: JSOT). 

Crenshaw, J. L. (1995), Urgent Advice and Probing Questions: Collected 
Writings in Old Testament Wisdom (Macon, Ga.: Mercer University 
Press). 

Lang, B. (1986), Wisdom and the Book of Proverbs: A Hebrew Goddess 
Redefined (New York: Pilgrim). 

McKane, W. (1970), Proverbs: A New Approach, OTL (London: SCM). 

Murphy, R. E. (1981), Wisdom Literature, FOTL 13 (Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Eerdmans). 

—— (1998), Proverbs, WBC (Nashville: Thomas Nelson). 

Scott, R. B. Y. (1965), Proverbs, AB (New Yorlc Doubleday). 

Skehan, P. W. (1972), Studies in Israelite Poetry and Wisdom, CBQMS 1 
(Washington: Catholic Biblical Association). 

von Rad, G. (1972), Wisdom in Israel (London: SCM); German original, 
1970. 

Westermann, C. (1995), Roots of Wisdom: The Oldest Proverbs of Israel 
and Other Peoples (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark); German original, 1990. 

Whybray, R. N. (1994), Proverbs, NCB (London: Marshall Pickering). 

(1995), The Book of Proverbs: A Survey of Modern Study, HBIS 1 
(Leiden: Brill). 

Williams, J. G. (1981), Those Who Ponder Proverbs: Aphoristic Thinking 
and Biblical Literature (Sheffield: Almond). 


20. Ecclesiastes 


Crenshaw, J. L. (1988), Ecclesiastes (London: SCM). 

Fox, M. V. (1989), Qohelet and his Contradictions (Sheffield: Almond). 

Gordis, R. (1968), Koheleth—The Man and his World, 3rd edn. (New 
Yorke Schocken Books). 

Ogden, G. (1987), Qoheleth (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Whybray, R. N. (1981), ‘The Identification and Use of Quotations in 
Ecclesiastes’, VTS 32: 435-51. 

(1989), Ecclesiastes (London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott). 

(1989), Ecclesiastes, OT Guides (Sheffield: JSOT). 


1335 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


21. Song of Solomon 


Brenner, A. (ed.) (1993), A Feminist Companion to the Song of Songs 
(Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Ginsburg, C. D. (1970), The Song of Songs and Qoheleth, 2nd edn. (New 
Yorle Ktav). 

Gordis, R. (1974), The Song of Songs and Lamentations, 2nd edn. (New 
Yorle Ktav). 

Goulder, M. (1986), The Songof Fourteen Songs, JSOTSup 35 (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Tourney, R. J. (1988), Word of God, Song of Love: A Commentary on the 
Song of Songs, tr. J. E. Crowley (New York: Paulist). 

Weems, R. J. (1992), ‘The Song of Songs’, in C. A. Newsomand S. H. 
Ringe (eds.), The Women’s Bible Commentary (Louisville: Westmin- 
ster/John Knox), 156-60. 


22. Isaiah 


Barton, J. (1995), Isaiah 1-39; Old Testament Guides (Sheffield: Shef- 
field Academic Press). 

Emmerson, G. I. (1992), Isaiah 56-66, Old Testament Guides (Shef- 
field: Shef field Academic Press). 

Sawyer, J. F. A. (1996), The Fifth Gospel (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press). 

Vermeylen, J. (1989), The Book of Isaiah (Leuven: Peeters). 

Whybray, R. N. (1983), The Second Isaiah, Old Testament Guides (Shef- 
field: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Williamson, H.G. M. (1994), The Book called Isaiah (Oxford: Claren- 
don). 


23. Jeremiah 


Achtemeier, E. (1987), Jeremiah, Knox Preaching Guides (Atlanta: 
John Knox). 

Boadt, L. (1982), Jeremiah 1-25, Old Testament Message 9 (Wilming- 
ton, Del.: Michael Glazier). 

(1982), Jeremiah 26-52, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Nahum (Wilming- 
ton, Del: Michael Glazier). 

Brueggemann, W. (1998), A Commentary on Jeremiah: Exileand Home- 
coming (Grand Rapids and Cambridge: Eerdmans). 

Carroll, R. P. (1986), Jeremiah, OTL (Philadelphia: Westminster). 

(1989), Jeremiah, Old Testament Guides (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Clements, R. E. (1988), Jeremiah, Interpretation (Atlanta: John Knox). 

Craigie, P. C., Kelly, P., and Drinkard, J. F. (1991), Jeremiah 1-25, WBC 
26 (Dallas: Word). 

Holladay, W. L. (1974), Jeremiah: Spokesman Out of Time (Philadelphia: 
Pilgrim). 

(1986), Jeremiah, Hermeneia (2 vols.; Philadelphia and Min- 

neapolis: Fortress), 89. 

(1990), Jeremiah: A Fresh Reading (New Yorlc Pilgrim). 

Keown, G. L., Scalise, P. J.,and Smothers, T. G. (1995), Jeremiah 26-52, 
WBC 27 (Dallas: Word). 

McKane, W. (1986, 1996), Jeremiah, ICC (2 vols.; Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

Nicholson, E. W. (1973, 1975), Jeremiah, CBC (2 vols.; Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

O'Connor, K. (1988), The Confessions of Jeremiah: Their Interpretation 
and Role in Chapters 1-25, SBLDS 94 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

(1992), ‘Jeremiah’, in C. A. Newsom and S. H. Ringe (eds.), The 
Women’s Bible Commentary (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John 
Knox), 169-77. 

Thompson, J. A. (1980), The Book of Jeremiah, NICOT (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 


24. Lamentations 


Albrektson, B. (1963), Studies in the Text and Theology of the Book of 
Lamentations, Studia Theologica Lundensia 21 (Lund: C.W.K. 


Gleerup). 

Cohen, M. E. (1988), The Canonical Lamentations of Ancient Mesopota- 
mia (2 vols.; Potomac, Md.: Capital Decisions Limited). 

Gordis, R. (1974), The Song of Songs and Lamentations, 3rd edn. (New 
Yorlc Ktav). 

Gottwald, N. K. (1962) Studies in the Book of Lamentations, SBT 14, 2nd 
edn. (London: SCM). 

(1988), ‘Lamentations’, in J. L. Mays (ed.), Harper’s Bible Com- 
mentary (San Francisco: Harper). 

Gwaltney, W. C., Jr. (1983), ‘The Biblical Book of Lamentations in 
the Context of Near Eastern Lament Literature’, in W. W. Hallo, J. 
C. Moyer, and L. G. Perdue (eds.), Scripture in Context II: More Essays 
on the Comparative Method (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns), 
IQI—211. 

Hillers, D. R. (1992), Lamentations, AB 7a, 2nd edn. (Garden City, NY: 
Doubleday). 

Mintz, A. (1984), Hurban: Responses to Catastrophe in Hebrew Literature 
(New York: Columbia University Press). 

O'Connor, K. M. (1992), ‘Lamentations’, in C. A. Newsom and S. H. 
Ringe (eds.), The Women’s Bible Commentary (Louisville, Ky.: West- 
minster/John Knox), 178-82. 

Provan, I. W. (1991), Lamentations, NCB (London: Marshall Pickering/ 
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans). 

Salters, R. B. (1994), Jonah and Lamentations, Old Testament Guide 
(Sheffield: JSOT). 

Westermann, C. (1994), Lamentations: Issues and Interpretation (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 


25. Ezekiel 


Ackerman, S. (1992), Under Every Green Tree: Popular Religion in Sixth 
Century Judah, HSM 46 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

Allen, L. (1990), Ezekiel 20-48, WBC 29 (Dallas, Tex.: Word). 

(1994), Ezekiel 1-19, WBC 28 (Dallas, Tex.: Word). 

Carley, K. W. (1975), Ezekiel among the Prophets (Naperville, IIL: AlecR. 
Allenson). 

Clifford, R. J. (1972), The Cosmic Mountain in Canaan and the Old 
Testament, HSM 4 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press). 

Davis, E. F. (1989), Swallowing the Scroll: Textuality andthe Dynamics 
of Discourse in Ezekiel’s Prophecy (Sheffield: Almond). 

Eichrodt, W. (1970), Ezekiel, OTL (Philadelphia: Westminster); tr. 
C. Quinn. 

Galambush, J. (1992), Jerusalem in the Book of Ezekiel: The City as 
Yahweh's Wife, SBLDS 130 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

(1999), ‘Ezekiel, Book of’, in J. H. Hayes (ed.), Dictionary of 
Biblical Interpretation (Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon). 

Greenberg, M. (1983), Ezekiel1-20: A New Translation with Introduction 
and Commentary, AB 22 (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

(1997), Ezekiel 21-37: A New Translation with Introduction and 
Commentary, AB 22A (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Halperin, D. J. (1993), Seeking Ezekiel: Text and Psychology (University 
Park, Pa.: The Pennsylvania State University Press). 

Joyce, P. (1989), Divine Initiative and Human Response in 
Ezekiel, JsOTSup 51 (Sheffield: J SOT). 

Levenson, J. D. (1976), Theology of the Program of Restoration of Ezekiel 
40-48, HSM 10 (Missoula: Scholars Press). 

Lust, J. (1986), Ezekiel and His Book: Textual and Literary Criticism 
and Their Interrelation, BETL 74 (Leuven: University of Leuven 
Press). 

Zimmerli, W. (1979, 1983), Ezekiel, Hermeneia (2 vols.; Philadelphia: 
Fortress), tr. R. E. Clements [vol. 1] and J. D. Martin [vol. 2]. 


26. Daniel 


Collins, J. J. (1993), Daniel, Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Fortress). 
Davies, P. R. (1985), Daniel, OTG (Sheffield: JSOT). 
Goldingay, J. (1989), Daniel, WBC (Dallas: Word). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1336 


Hartman, L., and DiLella, A. A. (1978), The Book of Daniel, Anchor 
Bible (Garden City: Doubleday). 


27. Hosea 


Brenner, A. (ed.) (1995), A Feminist Companion to the Latter Prophets, A 
Feminist Companion to the Bible, 8 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press), 40-241. 

Davies, G. I. (1992), Hosea, NCB (London: Marshall Pickering; Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Davies, G. I. (1993), Hosea, OTG (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Emmerson, G. I. (1984), Hosea: an Israelite Prophet in Judean Perspect- 
ive, JSOTSup 28 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Macintosh, A. A. (1997), Hosea, ICC (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Mays, J. L. (1969), Hosea, OTL (London: SCM). 

Wolff, H. W. (1974), Hosea, ET, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 


28. Joel 


Allen, L. C. (1976), The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, 
NICOT 13/2 (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans). 

Crenshaw, J. L. (1995), Joel: A New Translation with Introduction and 
Commentary, Anchor Bible (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Mason, R. A. (1994), Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Joel, OTG (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Watts, J. D. W. (1975), The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, and Zephaniah, CBC (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press). 

Wolff, H.-W. (1977), Joel and Amos, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: For- 
tress). 


29. Amos 


Andersen, F. I, and Freedman, D. N. (1989), Amos, Anchor Bible 
24A (New York, London: Doubleday). 

Auld, A. G. (1986), Amos, OTG (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Carroll, R. P. (1990), ‘Amos’, in R. Coggins and L. Houlden (eds.), A 
Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation (London: SCM), 19-21. 

King, P. J. (1988), Amos, Hosea, Micah—aAn Archaeological Comment- 
ary (Philadelphia: Westminster). 

Soggin, J. A. (1987), The Prophet Amos: A Translation and Commentary 
(London: SCM). 

Ward, J. M. (1976), ‘Amos’, in K. Crim (ed.), The Interpreter’s Dictionary 
of the Bible, Supplementary Volume (Nashville: Abingdon), 21-23. 
Wolff, H.-W. (1977), Joel and Amos, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fort- 

ress), 89-392. 


30. Obadiah 


Allen, L. C. (1976), The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, 
NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Ben Zvi, E. (1996), A Historical-Critical Study of the Book of Obadiah, 
BZAW 242 (Berlin: de Gruyter). 

Coggins, R. J. (1985), ‘Judgement Between Brothers: A Commentary 
on the Book of Obadiah’, in R. J. Coggins and S. P. Re’emi (eds.), 
Israel among the Nations: a Commentary on the Books of Nahum, 
Obadiah, Esther, ITC (Grand Rapids and Handsel, Edinburgh: Eerd- 
mans), 65-100. 


31. Jonah 


Allen, L. C. (1976), The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, 
NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Bickerman, E. J. (1967), Four Strange Books of the Bible (New York 
Schocken). 


Fretheim, T. (1977), The Message of Jonah: A Theological Commentary 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg). 


32. Micah 


Allen, L. C. (1976), The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah NICOT 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Hillers, D. R. (1984), Micah, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Mason, R. (1991), Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, OTG (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Mays, J. L. (1976), Micah. A Commentary, OTL (London: SCM). 

Wal, A. van der (1990), Micah. A Classified Bibliography (Amsterdam: 
Free University Press). 

Wolff, H.-W. (1990), Micah. A Commentary (Minneapolis: Augsburg); 
German original, 1982. 


33. Nahum 


Roberts, J. J. M. (1991), Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah: A Com- 
mentary, OTL (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 

Mason R. (1991), Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, OTG (Sheffield: JSOT), 
56-84. 


34. Habakkuk 


Achtemeier, E. (1986), Nahum-Malachi, Interpretation Commen- 
taries (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 

Gowan, D. E. (1976), The Triumph of Faith in Habakkuk (Atlanta: John 
Knox). 

Hiebert, T. (1996), ‘Habakkuk’, in The New Interpreter’s Bible (Vol. 7; 
Nashville: Abingdon). 

Robertson, O. P. (1990), The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zepha- 
niah, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Roberts, J. J. M. (1991), Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah: A Com- 
mentary, OTL (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 

Szeles, M. E. (1988), Wrath and Mercy: Habakkuk and Zephaniah, 
International Theological Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


35. Zephaniah 


Ben Zvi, E. (1991), A Historical-Critical Study of the Book of Zephaniah, 
BZAW 108 (Berlin, New Yorle de Gruyter). 

Roberts, J. J. M. (1991), Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah, OTL 
(Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox). 

Robertson, O. P. (1990), The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zepha- 
niah, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


36. Haggai 


Ackroyd, P. (1968), Exile and Restoration: A Study of Hebrew Thought in 
the Sixth Century B.C., OTL (Philadelphia: Westminster). 

Blenkinsopp, J. (1991), ‘Temple and Society in Achaemenid Judah’, in 
P. Davies (ed.), Second Tanple Studies, Vol. 1: Persian Period, 
JSOTSup 117 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press), 22-53. 

Coggins, R. (1987), Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, OTG (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Cook, J. (1983), The Persian Empire (New York: Schocken). 

Hoglund, K. (1992), Achaemenid Imperial Administration in Syria- 
Palestine and the Missions of Ezra and Nehemiah, SBLDS 125 (Atlanta: 
Scholars Press). 


37. Zechariah 


Baldwin, J. (1972), Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi (London: Tyndale Press). 

Coggins, R. J. (1987), Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Mason, R. A. (1977), The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 


1337 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


Meyers, C. L., and Meyers E.M. (1987), Haggai, Zechariah 1-8, AB Vol. 
25B (New York: Doubleday). 

(1993), Zechariah 9-14, AB Vol. 25C (New Yorke Doubleday). 

Petersen, D. L. (1984), Haggai and Zechariah 1-8 (London: SCM). 

Smith, R. L. (1984), Micah—Malachi (Waco: Word Books). 

Stuhlmueller, C. (1988), Rebuilding with Hope: a Commentary on the 
Books of Haggai and Zechariah (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


38. Malachi 


Coggins, R. J. (1987), Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, OTG (Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic Press). 

Hill, A. E. (1992), ‘Malachi, Book of’, in Anchor Bible Dictionary 4 
(New York: Doubleday). 

Mason, R. (1977), The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, CBC 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

O’Brien, J. M. (1995), ‘Malachi in Recent Research’, in Currents in 
Research 3 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press), 81-94. 

Petersen, D. L. (1995), Zechariah 9-14 and Malachi, OTL (Philadel- 
phia: Westminster). 

Smith, R. (1984), Micah-Malachi, WBC 32 (Waco, Tex.: Word Books). 


39. Introduction to the Apocrypha 


Charles, R. H. (ed.) (1912), Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of The Old 
Testament (2 vols.; Oxford: Clarendon). 

Collins, J. J. (1983), Between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Identity in the 
Hellenistic Diaspora (New York: Crossroad). 

De Lange, N. R. M. (1978), Apocrypha: Jewish Literature of the Hellenistic 
Age (New Yorlc Viking). 

Fritsch, C. T. (1962), ‘Apocrypha’, in The Dictionary of the Bible (Nash- 
ville, Tenn.: Abingdon). 

Goodspeed, E. J. (1939), The Story of the Apocrypha (Chicago, Ill: 
University of Chicago Press). 

Harrington, S. J. (1999), Invitation to the Apocrypha (Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Eerdmans). 

Metzger, B. M. (1957), An Introduction to the Apocrypha (New York: 
Oxford University Press). 

Nickelsburg, G. W: (1981), Jewish Literature between the Bible and the 
Mishnah (London: SCM). 

Oesterley, W. O. E. (1935), An Introduction tothe Books ofthe Apocrypha 
(London: SPCK). 

Pfeiffer, R. H. (1949), History of NT Times with an Introduction to the 
Apocrypha (London: A. & C. Black). 

Rost, L. (1976), Judaism outside the Hebrew Canon: An Introduction to 
the Documents (Nashville, Tenn.: Parthenon). 

Schiirer, E. (1986-7), in G. Vermes, F. Millar, and M. Goodman (eds.), 
The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ, Vol. 3, 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Stone, M. E. (ed.) (1984), Jewish Writings of the Second Temple Period 
(Assen/Philadelphia: Van Gorcum/Fortress). 


4o. Tobit 


Flusser, D. (1984), ‘Prayers in the Book of Tobit’, in M. Stone (ed.), 
Jewish Writings of the Second Temple Period, CRINT 2/2 (Phila- 
delphia, Pa.: Fortress; Assen: Van Gorcum), 555-56. 

Moore, C. A. (1989), ‘Scholarly Issues in the Book of Tobit before 
Qumran and After: An Assessment’, JSP 5: 65-81. 

Nowell, I. (1983), The Book of Tobit: Narrative Technique and Theology, 
Dissertation (Washington, DC: Catholic University of America). 

——(19909), ‘Tobit’, NJBC, 568-71. 

Soll, W. (1989), ‘Misfortune and Exile in Tobit: The Juncture of a Fairy 
Tale Source and Deuteronomic Theology’, CBQ 51: 209-31. 


Zimmermann, F. (1958), The Book of Tobit: An English Translation with 
Introduction and Commentary, Dropsie College Edition, Jewish 
Apocryphal Literature (New Yorlc Harper & Bros.). 


41. Judith 


Craven, T. (1983), Artistry and Faith in the Book of Judith, SBLDS 70 
(Chico, Calif:: Scholars Press). 

Moore, C. A. (1985), Judith. A New Translation with Introduction and 
Commentary, AB 40 (Garden City, NY: Doubleday). 

Wills, L. (1995), The Jewish Novel in the Ancient World (Ithaca and 
London: Cornell University Press). 


42. Esther (Greek) 


Clines, D. J. A. (1984), The Esther Scroll: The Story of the Story (Shef- 
field: JSOT). 

Day, L. (1995), Three Faces of a Queen: Characterization in the Books of 
Esther, JSOTSup 186 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Fox, M. V. (1991), The Redaction of the Books of Esther: On Reading 
Com posite Texts, SBLMS 40 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

Moore, C. A. (1977), Daniel, Esther and Jeremiah: The Additions, Anchor 
Bible Vol. 44 (New York: Doubleday). 

(ed.) (1982), Studies in the Book of Esther (New Yorlc Ktav). 

Wills, L. (1995), The Jewish Novel in the Ancient World (Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press). 


43. Wisdom of Solomon 


Barclay, J. M. G. (1996), Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Chester, A. (1988), ‘Citing the Old Testament’, in D. A. Carson and 
H. G. M. Williamson (eds.), It is Written: Scripture Citing Scripture: 
Essays in Honour of Barnabas Lindars, SSF (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press), 141-69. 

Clarke, E. G. (1973), The Wisdom of Solomon (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press). 

Emerton, J. A. (1965), ‘Commentaries on the Wisdom of Solomon’, 
Theology 68, 376-80. 

Gilbert, M. (1984), ‘Wisdom Literature’, in M. E. Stone (ed.), Jewish 
Writings of the Second Temple Period (Philadelphia: van Gorcum, 
Assen: Fortress), 283-324. 

Grabbe, L. L. (1997), Wisdom of Solomon, Guides to Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Kloppenborg, J. S. (1982), ‘Isis and Sophia in the Book of Wisdom’, 
HTR 75, 57-84. 

Smalley, B. (1986), in R. E. Murphy (ed.), Medieval Exegesis of Wisdom 
Literature (Atlanta: SBL). 

Sweet, J. P. M. (1965), ‘The Theory of Miracles in the Wisdom of Solo- 
mon, in C. F. D. Moule (ed.), Miracles (London: Mowbray), 115-26. 
Walbank, F. W: (1984), ‘Monarchies and Monarchic Ideas’, in F. W. 
Walbank, A. E. Astin, M. W. Frederiksen, and R. M. Ogilvie (eds.), 
The Cambridge Ancient History vii. 1, The Hellenistic World (Cam- 

bridge: Cambridge University Press), 62-100. 

Williams, M. H. (1998), The Jews among the Greeks and Romans: A 
Diasporan Sourcebook (London: Duckworth). 

Winston, D. (1979), The Wisdom of Solomon (Garden City: Double- 
day). 

(1992), ‘Solomon, Wisdom of’, in Anchor Bible Dictionary, vi, 
120-27. 

Ziegler, J. (1962), Sapientia Salomonis, Septuaginta. Vetus Testamen- 
tum Graecum Auctoritate Academia Scientiarum Gottingensis Edi- 
tum, xii.1 (G6éttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht), reprinted 1980. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1338 


44. Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach 


Box, G. H., and Oesterley, W. O. E. (1913), ‘Sirach’, in R. H. Charles 
(ed.), The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament, Vol. 1 
(Oxford: Clarendon), 268-517. 

Crenshaw, J. L. (1975), ‘The Problem of Theodicy in Sirach: On Hu- 
man Bondage’, ] BL 94: 47-64. 

(1981), Old Testament Wisdom. An Introduction (Atlanta: Knox), 


149-73. 

Dilella, A. A. (1966), The Hebrew Text of Sirach. A Text-Critical and 
Historical Study (The Hague: Mouton). 

Hengel, M. (1974), Judaism and Hellenism (2 vols.; Philadelphia: For- 
tress), i. 131-52. 

Sanders, J. T. (1983), Ben Sira and Demotic Wisdom (Chico: Scholars 
Press). 

Sheppard, G. T. (1980), Wisdom as a Hermeneutical Construct (Berlin: 
de Gruyter). 

Skehan, P. W., and DiLella, A.A. (1987), The Wisdom of Ben Sira, AB 39 
(New York: Doubleday). 

Trenchard, W. C. (1982), Ben Sira’s View of Women. A Literary Analysis 
(Chico: Scholars Press). 

von Rad, G. (1972), Wisdom in Israel (Nashville: Abingdon), 240-62. 

Yadin, Y. (1965), The Ben Sira Scroll from Masada (Jerusalem: Israel 
Exploration Society). 


45. Baruch 


Bohak, G. (1997), ‘Baruch, Books of’, in R. J. Zwi Werblowsky and 
G. Wigoder (eds.), Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion (New 
Yorke Oxford University Press), 101-2. 

Coogan, M. D. (1993), ‘Baruch’, in B. M. Metzger and M. D. Coogan 
(eds.), Oxford Companion to the Bible (New Yorlc Oxford University 
Press), 75. 

Dentan, R. C. (1993), ‘Baruch, book of’, in B. M. Metzger and 
M. D. Coogan (eds.), OCB (New York: Oxford University Press), 
75-6. 

Mendels, D. (1992), ‘Baruch, Book of’, in Anchor Bible Dictionary I. 
618-20. 

Moore, C. A. (1977), Daniel, Esther, and Jeremiah: the Additions, AB 44 
(Garden City, NY: Doubleday), 215-316. 

Muilenberg, J. (1970), ‘Baruch the scribe’, in J. 1. Durham and J. R. 
Porter (eds.), Proclamation and Presence: Old Testament Essays in 
Honour of Gwynne Henton Davies (London: SCM), 215-38. 

Rost, L. (1976), Judaism outside the Hebrew Canon. An Introduction to 
the Documents (Nashville, Tenn.: Parthenon), 69-75. 


46. Additions to Daniel 


Collins, J. J. (1993), Daniel, Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Glancy, J. A. (1995), ‘The Accused: Susanna and her Readers’, in 
A. Brenner (ed.), A Feminist Companion to Esther, Judith and Sus- 
anna, Feminist Companion to the Bible 7 (Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press), 288-302. 

Moore, C. A. (1977), Daniel, Esther, and Jeremiah: The Additions, AB 44 
(Garden City: Doubleday). 

Steussy, M. J. (1993), Gardens in Babylon: Narrative and Faith in the 
Greek Legends of Daniel, SBLDS 141 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 


47. 1 Maccabees 


Osterley, W: O. E. (1913), ‘1 Maccabees’, in R. H. Charles (ed.), The Apo- 
crypha and Pseudepigrapha of the OT (Oxford: Clarendon), 59-124. 

Tedesche, S., and Zeitlin, S. (1950), The First Book of Maccabees (New 
Yorke Harper). 


48. 2 Maccabees 


Bar-Kochva, B. (1988), Judas Maccabeus (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press). 

Bickerman, E. (1979), The God ofthe Maccabees. Studies onthe Meaning 
and Origin of the Maccabean Revolt, SJLA 32 (Leiden: Brill). 

Doran, R. (1981), Temple Propaganda. The Purpose and Character of 2 
Maccabees (Washington, DC: Catholic Biblical Association). 

Geller, M. J. (1991), ‘New Information on Antiochus IV from Babylo- 
nian Astronomical Diaries’, BOA 54: 1-4. 

Goldstein, J. A. (1983), 2 Maccabees, Anchor Bible 41a (Garden City, 
NY: Doubleday). 

Grabbe, L. L. (1992), Judaism from Cyrus to Hadrian (2 vols.; Minnea- 
polis: Fortress). 

Gruen, E. S. (1984), The Hellenistic World and the Coming of Rome 
(Berkeley: University of California Press). 

Habicht, C. (1976), ‘Royal Documents in Maccaabees II’, HSCP 80: 
1-18. 

Habicht, C. (1976), 2 Makkabderbuch, JSHRZ 1/3 (Giitersloh: G. John). 

Harrington, D. J. (1988), The Maccabean Revolt: Anatomy of a Biblical 
Revolution (Wilmington, Del.: Michael Glazier). 

Momigliano, A. (1975), ‘The Second Book of Maccabees’, in Classical 
Philology 70, 81-88. 

Schiirer, E. (1973-87), The History ofthe Jewish People in the Age of Jesus 
Christ (175 B.C.-A.D. 135). Revised by G. Vermes, F. Millar, and 
M. Goodman (3 vols.; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Sievers, J. (1991), The Hasmoneans and their Supporters: From Mattathias 
to the Death of John Hyrcanus (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 

Tcherikover, V. (1961), Hellenistic Civilization and the Jews (Philadel- 
phia: Jewish Publication Society). 


49.1 Esdras 


Cook, S. A. (1913), ‘I Esdras’, in R. H. Charles (ed.), The Apocrypha 
and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament, | (Oxford: Clarendon), 
1-58. 

Eskenazi, T. C. (1986), ‘The Chronicler and the Composition of I 
Esdras’, CBQ 48: 39-66. 

Japhet, S. (1982), ‘Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel against the back- 
ground of the Historical and Religious Tendencies of Ezra Nehe- 
miah’, ZAW 94: 66-98; (1983) 95: 218-29. 

(1994), ‘Composition and Chronology in the Book of Ezra- 
Nehemiah’, in T. C. Eskenazi and K. H. Richards (eds.), Second 
Temple Studies 2, JSOTSup 175 (Sheffield: JSOT), 189-216. 

Myers, J. M. (1974), Iand II Esdras, AB (New York Doubleday). 

Williamson, H. G. M. (1996), ‘The Problem with First Esdras’, in 
J. Barton and J. Reimer (eds.), After the Exile: Essays in Honour of 
Rex Mason (Macon, Ga.: Mercer University Press), 201-16. 


50. Prayer of Manasseh 


Charlesworth, J. H. (1983-1985), ‘Prayer of Manasseh’, in J. H. Char- 
lesworth (ed.), The Old Testament Psewdepigrapha (2 vols.; Garden 
City: Doubleday), ii. 625-33. 

Ryle, H. E. (1912), ‘Prayer of Manasses,’ in R. H. Charles (ed.), The 
Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament (2 vols.; Oxford: 
Clarendon), i. 612-24. 

Schuller, E. M. (1986), Non-Canonical Psalms from Qumran: A Pseude- 
pigraphic Collection, HSS 28 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 


51. Psalm 151 


Charlesworth, J. H., and Sanders, J. A. (1985), ‘Psalm 151’, in J. H. 
Charlesworth (ed.), The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha II (Garden 
City, NY: Doubleday), 612-15. 


1339 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


Harrington, D.J. (1988), ‘Psalm 151’, inJ.L. Mays (ed.), Harper’s Bible 
Commentary (San Francisco: Harper & Row), 935-6. 

Sanders, J. A. (1965), The Psalms Scroll of Qumran Cave 11, 11Qps 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press). 

(1967), The Dead Sea Psalms Scroll (Ithaca, NY: Cornell Univer- 

sity Press). 


52. 3 Maccabees 


Anderson, H. (1985), ‘3 Maccabees’, in J. Charlesworth (ed.), The 
Old Testament Pseudepigrapha (Garden City, NY: Doubleday), ii, 
509-30. 

Barclay, J. (1996), Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora (Edinburgh: T. & 
T. Clark), 192-203. 

Collins, J.J. (1983), Between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Identity in the 
Hellenistic Diaspora (New York: Crossroad), 104-11. 

Hadas, M. (1953), The Third and Fourth Books of Maccabees (New York: 
Harper). 

Schiirer, E. (1987), in G. Vermes et al. (eds.), (rev.) The History of the 
Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ, (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark), 
Vol. IIL. 1, 537-42. 

Tcherikover, V. (1961), ‘The Third Book of Maccabees as a Histori- 
cal Source of Augustus’ Time’, in Scripta Hierosolymitana (Jeru- 
salem: Magnes) VII, 1-26. 


53. 2 Esdras 


Bergren, T. A. (1990), Fifth Ezra: The Text, Origin and Early 
History, Septuagint and Cognate Studies 25 (Atlanta, GA: Scholars 
Press). 

Box, G. H. (1912), The Ezra Apocalypse (London: Isaac Pitman & 
Sons). 

Coggins, R. J.,and Knibb, M. A. (1979), The First and Second Books of 
Esdras, The Cambridge Bible Commentary on the NEB (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Grabbe, L. L. (1989), ‘The Social Setting of Early Jewish Apocalypti- 
cisn’, JSP 4: 27-47. 

Longenecker, B. W. (1995), 2 Esdras (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Myers, J. M. (1974), [and II Esdras, AB 42 (New York Doubleday). 

Stanton, G. N. (1977), ‘5 Ezra and Matthean Christianity in the Second 
Century’, JTS 28: 67-83. 

Stone, M. E. (1976), ‘List of Revealed Things in the Apocalyptic 
Literature’, in F. M. Cross et al. (eds.), Magnalia Dei (G. E. Wright 
Memorial) (New York: Doubleday), 414-54. Also in Stone (1991: 
370-418). 

—w— (1983), ‘Coherence and Inconsistency in the Apocalypses: The 
Case of ‘“The End” in 4 Ezra’, JBL 102: 229-43. Also in Stone (1991: 
333-47) 

——(1990), Fourth Ezra, Hermeneia—A Critical and Historical 
Commentary on the Bible (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

——(1991), Selected Studies in Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha, SVTP 
(Leiden: Brill). 

Thompson, A. L. (1977), Responsibility for Evil in the Theodicy of IV 
Ezra, SBL DS 29 (Missoula, Mont.: Scholars Press). 


54. 4 Maccabees 


DeSilva, D. A. (1999), 4 Maccabees (Sheffield: Sheffield University 
Press). 

Hadas, M. (1954), The Third and Fourth Books of Maccabees (New York: 
Harper). 

Renehan, R. (1972), ‘The Greek Philosophic Background of Fourth 
Maccabees’, Rheinisches Museum 115: 223-38. 

Seeley, D. S. (1990), The Noble Death (Sheffield: Sheffield University 
Press). 


55. Essay with Commentary on Post-Biblical Jewish 
Literature 


Charles, R. H. (ed.) (1913), The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha ofthe Old 
Testament (2 vols.; Oxford: Clarendon). 

Charlesworth, J. H., (ed.) (1983-5), The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha 
(2 vols.; New York: Doubleday). 

Colson, F. H., and Whitaker, G. H. (1971), Philo (12 vols; Cambridge, 
Mass./London: Yale University Press). 

Garcia-Martinez, F. (1996), The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated, 2nd edn. 
(Leiden: Brill). 

and Tigchelaar, E. J. C. (1997), The Dead Sea Scrolls Study Edition 
(2 vols.; Leiden: Brill). 

Sparks, H. F. D. (ed.) (1984), The Apocryphal Old Testament (Oxford: 
Clarendon). 

Stemberger, G. (1996), Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash, 2nd 
edn. (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Thackeray, St. H. Marcus, R., Wikgren, A., and Feldman, L. H. 
(1965), Josephus (9 vols.; Cambridge, Mass./London: Loeb Classical 
Library). 

Vermes, G. (1997), The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English (London: 
Allen Lane/Penguin). 

(1999),An Introduction to the Dead Sea Scrolls (London: Penguin). 

Yonge, C. D. (1993), The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, new 
updated edn. (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson). 


History and Theology, New Testament 


a) Introductions to the NT 


Brown, R. E. (1997), An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: 
Doubleday). 

Johnson, L. T. (1999), The Writings of the New Testament, rev. edn. 
(Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Koester, H., Introduction to the New Testament (2 vols.; Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1982; vol. 1, 2nd edn.; New Yorlc de Gruyter, 1995). 

Kiimmel, W. G. (1986), Introduction to the New Testament, rev. enlarged 
edn. (Nashville: Abingdon). 


b) Background tothe NT 


Barrett, C. K. (1987), The New Testament Background, rev. edn. (New 
Yorle Harper Collins). 

Evans, C. A., and Porter, S. E. (2000), Dictionary of New Testament 
Background (Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press). 

Ferguson, E. (1993), Background of Early Christianity, 2nd edn. (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Hengel, M. (1974), Judaism and Hellenism (London: SCM). 

Schiirer, E. (1973-87), in F. Millar, G. Vermés and M. Goodman (eds.), 
The History of the Jewish People inthe Age of Jesus Christ, rev. edn. (4 
vols; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 


c) The Historical Jesus 


Allison, D. C. (1998), Jesus of Nazareth: Millenarian Prophet (Philadel- 
phia: Fortress). 

Becker, J. (1998), Jesus of Nazareth (trans. J. E. Couch, New York: de 
Gruyter). 

Crossan, J. D. (1991), The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean 
Jewish Peasant (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Horsley, R. A. (1994), Sociology and the Jesus Movement, 2nd edn. (New 
Yorle Continuum). 

Meier, J. P. (1991, 1994), A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus 
(2 vols.; New York: Doubleday). 

Schweitzer, A. (2000), The Quest of the Historical Jesus (first complete 
English edition from 1913 German edition; London: SCM). 

Theissen, G., and Merz, A. (1998), The Historical Jesus: A Comprehen- 
sive Guide (trans. J. Bowden, London: SCM). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1340 


d) NT Christology 


Brown, R. E. (1994), An Introduction to New Testament Christology 
(London: Geoffrey Chapman). 

Cullmann, O. (1963), The Christology ofthe New Testament, 2nd edn. 
London: SCM). 

Dunn, J. D. G. (1996), Christology in the Making, 2nd edn. (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Loader, W. R. G. (1989), The Christology of the Fourth Gospel, BET 23 
(Frankfurt: Peter Lang). 

Marshall, I. H. (1990), The Origins of New Testament Christology, up- 
dated edn. (Leicester: Apollos). 

Moule, C. F. D. (1977), The Origin of Christology (Cambridge: Cam- 
bridge University Press). 

Tuckett, C. M., and Horrell, D. G. (eds.) (2000), Christology, Contro- 
versy and Community: New Testament Essays in Honour of David R. 
Catchpole, NovTSup 99 (Leiden: Brill). 


e) Theology of the NT 


Bultmann, R. (1952, 1955) Theology of the New Testament (2 vols.; 
London: SCM). 

Caird, G. B. (1994), in L. D. Hurst (ed.), New Testament Theology 
(Oxford: Clarendon). 

Conzelmann, H. (1969), An Outline of the Theology of the New Testa- 
ment (London: SCM). 

Jeremias, J. (1971), New Testament Theology: The Proclamation of Jesus 
(London: SCM). 

Kiimmel, W. G. (1973), The Theology ofthe New Testament: according to 
its Major Witnesses, Jesus, Paul and John (London: SCM). 

Schmithals, W. (1997), The Theology of the First Christians (Phila- 
delphia: Westminster/John Knox). 

Strecker, G. (2000), Theology of the New Testament (Philadelphia: 
Westminster/John Knox). 


ff) Dictionaries of the NT 


Balz, H., and Schneider, G. (eds.) (1990-3), Exegetical Dictionary of the 
New Testament (3 vols.; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Freedman, D. N. (ed.), (1992), Anchor Bible Dictionary (6 vols.; New 
Yorlc Doubleday). 

Green, J. B., et al. (eds.) (1992), Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels 
(Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press). 

Hawthome, G. F., etal. (eds.) (1993), Dictionary of Paul and His Letters 
(Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press). 

Kittel, G. (ed.) (1965-76), Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
(10 vols.; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Martin, R. P., and Davids, P. H. (eds.) (1997), Dictionary of the Later 
New Testament and its Developments (Downers Grove: Inter Varsity 
Press). 


56. Introduction to the New Testament 


Beker, J. C. (1994), The New Testament. A Thematic Introduction (Min- 
neapolis: Fortress). 

Conzelmann, H., and Lindemann, A. (1988), Interpreting the New 
Testament (Peabody: Hendrickson, from the 8th German edn.). 

Davies, W. D. (1993), Invitation to the New Testament (Sheffield: JSOT, 
reprint). 

Houlden, J. L. (1977), Patterns of Faith: a Study of the Relationship 
between the New Testament and Christian Doctrine (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Moule, C. F. D. (1981), The Birth of the New Testament, 3rd. edn. 
(London: A. & C. Black). 

Perrin, N., and Duling, D. C. (1994), The New Testament: An Introduc- 
tion, 3rd. edn. (Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace). 


Stott, J. R. W. (1995), Men with a Message: An Introduction to the New 
Testament, rev. edn. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


57. Matthew 


Allison, D. C. (1993), The New Moses: A Matthean Typology (Minnea- 
polis: Fortress). 

Balch, D. L. (ed.) (1991), Social History of the Matthean Community 
(Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Bornkamm, G., et al. (1963), Tradition and Interpretation in Matthew 
(London: SCM). 

Davies, W. D., and Allison, D. C. (1988, 1991, 1998), The Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, ICC (3 vols.; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Gundry, R. H. (1994), Matthew: A Commentary on his Handbook for a 
Mixed Church under Persecution, 2nd edn. Grand Rapids:) Eerd- 
mans). 

Hagner, D. A. (1993, 1995), Matthew, WBC (2 vols.; Dallas: Word). 

Harrington, D. J. (1991), The Gospel of Matthew, Sacra Pagina (College- 
ville: Liturgical). 

Luz, U. (1995), The Theology of the Gospel of Matthew (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

(1991, 2000) Matthew 1-7; 8-20 (2 vols.; Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Meier, J. P. (1976), Law and History in Matthew’s Gospel, AnBib 71 
(Rome: PBI). 

Overman, J. A. (1990), Matthew’s Gospel and Formative Judaism (Min- 
neapolis: Fortress). 

Saldarini A. J. (1994), Matthew’s Christian-Jewish Community 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press). 

Stanton, G. N. (1992), A Gospel for a New People: Studies in Matthew 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Wainwright, E. M. (1991), Towards a Feminist Critical Reading of the 
Gospel According to Matthew, BZNW 60 (Berlin: de Gruyter). 


58. Mark 


Best, E. (1983), Mark: The Gospel as Story (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Guelich R. A. (1989), Mark 1-8: 26, WBC (Waco: Word). 

Gundry, R. H. (1992), Mark: A Commentary on His Apology for the 
Cross (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Hooker, M. D. (1991), The Gos pel according to St. Mark (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

Lane, W. L. (1974), The Gospel of Mark, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerd- 
mans). 

Marcus, J. (1999), Mark 1-8, Anchor Bible (New York: Double- 
day). 

Martin, R. P. (1972), Mark—Evangelist and Theologian (Exeter: 
Paternoster). 

Marxsen, W. (1969), Mark the Evangelist (Nashville: Abingdon). 

Myers, C. (1988), Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark’s 
Story of Jesus (Maryknoll: Orbis). 

Raisdnen, H. (1990), The ‘Messianic Secret’ in Mark’s Gospel (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Rhoads, D., and Michie, D. (1982), Mark as Story (Philadelphia: For- 
tress). 

Telford, W. R. (1999), The Theology of the Gospel of Mark (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Tuckett, C. M. (ed.), (1983), The Messianic Secret (London: SPCK). 

Weeden, T. J. (1971), Mark—Traditions in Conflict (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 


59. Luke 


Conzelmann, H. (1960), The Theology of St. Luke (New York: Harper). 
Evans, C. F. (1990), Saint Luke, TPI NT Commentaries (London: 
SCM). 


1341 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


Fitzmyer, J. A. (1981, 1985), The Gospel according to Luke, Anchor Bible 
(2 vols.; New York: Doubleday). 

Franklin, E. (1975), Christ the Lord: A Study in the Purpose and Theology 
of Luke-Acts (Philadelphia: Westminster). 

Green, J. B. (1997), The Gospel of Luke (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

(1997), The Theology ofthe Gos pel of Luke (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press). 

Johnson, L. T. (1991), The Gospel of Luke, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: 
Liturgical). 

Maddox, R. (1982), The Purpose of Luke-Acts (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

Marshall, I. H. (1978), The Gospel of Luke: a Commentary on the Greek 
text (Exeter: Paternoster). 

Neyrey, J. H. (1991), The Social-World of Luke-Acts (Peabody, Mass.: 
Hendrickson). 

Nolland, J. (1989-93), Luke, WBC, (3 vols.; Dallas: Word). 

Tuckett, C. M. (1996), Luke, Sheffield NT Guides (Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press). 


Go. John 


Ashton, J. (1991), Understanding the Fourth Gospel (Oxford: Claren- 
don). 

(ed.) (1986), The Interpretation of John (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Beasley-Murray, G. R. (1999), John, WBC, and edn. (Dallas: Word). 

Brown, R. E. (1996, 1970) The Gospel according to John, Anchor Bible 
(2 vols.; New York: Doubleday). 

(1979), The Community ofthe Beloved Disciple (New Yorlc Paulist). 

Bultmann, R. (1971), The Gospel of John (Oxford: Blackwell). 

Culpepper, R. A. (1983), Anatomy of the Fourth Gospel. A Study in 
Literary Design (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Dodd, C. H. (1953), The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

(1963), Historical Tradition in the Fourth Gospel (Cambridge: Cam- 
bridge University Press). 

Kieffer, R. (1987-8), Johannesevangeliet (2 vols.; Uppsala: EFS). 

Maloney, F. J. (1998), The Gospel of John, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: 
Liturgical). 

Martyn, J. L. (1979), History and Theology in the Fourth Gospel, and. 
edn. (Nashville: Abingdon). 

Painter, J. (1993), The Quest for the Messiah: The History, Literature and 
Theology of the Johannine Community, and edn. (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

Schnackenburg, R. (1968, 1980, 1982), The Gospelaccording to St John 
(3 vols.; New York: Herder & Herder/Crossroad). 

Smith, D. M. (1984), Johannine Christianity: Essays on Its Setting, 
Sources and Theology (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press). 

Stibbe, M. W. G. (1993), John, Sheffield NT Guides (Sheffield: JSOT). 


61. Four Gospels in Synopsis 


Catchpole, D. R. (1993), The Quest for Q (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Goulder, M. D. (1974), Midrash and Lection in Matthew (London: 
SPCK). 

(1989), Luke—A New Paradigm (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Farmer, W. R. (1976), The Synoptic Problem, 2nd edn. (Dillsboro: 
Western North Carolina). 

Kloppenborg, J. S. (1987), The Formation of Q (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Kloppenborg-Verbin, J. S. (2000), Excavating Q: The History and the 
Setting of the Saying Source (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Sanders, E. P., and Davies, M. D. (1989), Studying the Synoptic Gospels 
(London: SCM). 

Streeter, B. H. (1924), The Four Gospels (London: Macmillan). 

Robinson, J. M., et al. (eds.) (2000), Critical Edition of Q, Hermeneia 
(Philadelphia: Fortress). 


Tuckett, C. M. (1982), The Revival ofthe Griesbach Hypothesis, SNTSMS 
44 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

(1996), Qand the History of Early Christianity (Edinburgh: T. & T. 

Clark). 


62. Acts 


Barrett, C. K. (1994, 1998) Acts of the Apostles, ICC (2 vols.; Edinburgh: 
T&T. Clark). 

Bruce, F. F. (1990), The Book of Acts,rev. edn., NICNT (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Cadbury, H. J. (1955), The Book of Acts in History (New Yorlc Harper). 

Conzelmann, H. (1987), Acts ofthe Apostles, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Fitzmyer, J. A. (1998), Acts of the Apostles, Anchor Bible (New York 
Doubleday). 

Foakes Jackson, F. J., and Lake, K. (eds.) (1920-33), The Beginnings of 
Christianity: The Acts of the Apostles (5 vols.; London: Macmillan). 

Haenchen, E. (1971), The Acts of the Apostles (Oxford: Blackwell). 

Hemmer, C. (1989), The Book of Acts in the Setting of Hellenistic History, 
WUNT 49 (Itibingen: Mohr-Siebeck). 

Hengel, M. (1979), Acts and the History of Earliest Christianity (Phila- 
delphia: Fortress). 

Johnson, L. T. (1992), Acts of the Apostles, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: 
Liturgical). 

Lentz, J. C. Jr. (1993), Luke’s Portrait of Paul, SNTSMS 77 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Ltidemann, G. (1989), Early Christianity according to the Traditions in 
Acts (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Winter, B. W. etal. (eds.) (1993-7), The Book of Acts in its First Century 
Setting (6 vols.; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


63. Introduction to the Pauline Corpus 


Ashton, J. (2000), The Religion of Paul the Apostle (New Haven: Yale 
University Press). 

Beker, C. (1980), Paul the Apostle: The Triumph of God in Life and 
Thought (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Bruce, F. F. (1977), Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Donaldson, T. L. (1997), Paul and the Gentiles: Remapping the Apostle’s 
Convictional World (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Dunn, J. D. G. (1998), The Theology of Paul the Apostle (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Engberg-Pedersen, T. (2000), Paul and the Stoics (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

Hengel, M. (1991), The pre-Christian Paul (London: SCM). 

Liidemann, G. (1984), Paul Apostle to the Gentiles: Studies in Chronology 
(London: SCM). 

Murphy-O’Connor, J. (1996), Paul: .A Critical Life (Oxford: Clarendon). 

Riesner, R. (1998), Paul’s Early Period: Chronology, Mission, Stratepy, 
Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Sanders, E. P. (1977), Paul and Palestinian Judaism: A Comparison of 
Patterns of Religion (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Schweitzer, A. (1931), The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

Segal, A. F. (1990), Paul the Convert: TheA postolate and Apostasy of Saul 
the Pharisee (New Haven: Yale University Press). 


64. Romans 


Barrett, C. K. (1957), A Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, BNTC 
(London: A. & C. Black). 

Barth, K. (1933), The Epistle to the Romans (London: Oxford University 
Press). 

Byrne, B. (1996), Romans, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1342 


Cranfield, C. E. B. (1975, 1979), Romans, ICC (2 vols.; Edinburgh: T. & 
T. Clark). 

(1998), On Romans and Other New Testament Essays (Edinburgh: 
T. &T. Clark). 

Donfried, K. P. (ed.) (1991), The Romans Debate, rev. edn. (Peabody: 
Hendrickson). 

Dunn, J. D. G. (1988), Romans, WBC (2 vols.; Dallas: Word). 

Fitzmyer, J. A. (1993), Romans, Anchor Bible (New Yorlt Doubleday). 

Hay, D. M., and Johnson, E. E,, (eds.), (1995), Pauline Theology, vol. 3 
Romans (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Moo, D. J. (1996), The Epistle to the Romans, NICNT (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Sanday, W., and Headlam, A. C. (1902), Romans, ICC (Edinburgh: 
T. &T. Clark). 

Stowers, S. K. (1994), A Rereading of Romans (New Haven: Yale Uni- 
versity Press). 

Wedderburn, A. J. M. (1988), The Reason for Romans, SNTW (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 


65. 1 Corinthians 


Barrett, C. K. (1971), A Commentary on the First Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians, BNTC (London: A. & C. Black). 

Chow, J. K. (1992), Patronage and Power: A Study of Social Networks in 
Corinth, JSNTSup 75 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Clark, A. D. (1993), Secular and Christian Leadership in Corinth: A 
Socio-Historical and Exegetical Study of 1 Corinthians 1-6 (Leiden: 
Brill). 

Collins, R. F. (1999), First Corinthians, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: 
Liturgical). 

Conzelmann, H. (1987), 1 Corinthians, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: For- 
tress). 

Fee, G. D. (1987), The First Epistle to the Corinthians, NICNT (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Hurd, J. C. (1983), The Origin of 1 Corinthians, and edn. (Macon, Ga.: 


Mercer). 

Martin, D. B. (1995), The Corinthian Body (New Haven, Yale University 
Press). 

Meggitt, J. J. (1998), Paul, Poverty and Survival (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 


Mitchell, M. M. (1991), Paul and the Rhetoric of Reconciliation (Tiibin- 
gen: Mohr-Siebeck). 

Theissen, G. (1982), The Social Setting of Pauline Christianity: Essays on 
Corinth (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Thiselton, A. C. (2000), The First Epistle to the Corinthians, NIGTC 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Wire, A. (1990), The Corinthian Women Prophets (Minneapolis: Fort- 
ress). 


66. 2 Corinthians 


Barnett, P. (1997), The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, NICNT (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Barrett, C. K. (1973), A Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians, BNTC (London: A. & C. Black). 

Betz, H. D. (1985), 2 Corinthians 8 and g: A Commentary on Tivo 
Administrative Letters of the Apostle Paul, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Crafton, J. A. (1991), The Agency ofthe Apostle: A Dramatistic Analysis of 
Paul’s Response to Conflict in 2 Corinthians, JSNTSup 51 (Sheffield: 
JSOT). 

Furnish V. P. (1988), II Corinthians, Anchor Bible (New York: Double- 
day). 

Georgi, D. (1986), The Opponents of Paul in Second Corinthians (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 


Lambrecht, J. (1999), Second Corinthians, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: 
Liturgical). 

McCant, V. W. (1999), 2 Corinthians (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Martin, R. P. (1986), 2 Corinthians, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Murphy-O’Connor, J. (1991), The Theology of the Second Letter to the 
Corinthians (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Sumney, J. L. (1991), Identifying Paul’s Opponents: The Question of 
Method in 2 Corinthians, JSNTSup 40 (Sheffield: Sheffield Aca- 
demic Press). 

Thrall, M. E.(1994,2000), The Second Epistle tothe Corinthians, ICC (2 
vols.; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 


67. Galatians 


Barclay, J. M. G. (1988), Obeying the Truth: A Study of Paul’s Ethics in 
Galatians (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Betz, H. D. (1979), Galatians: A Commentary on Paul’s Letter to the 
Churches in Galatia, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Bruce, F. F. (1982), The Epistle tothe Galatians, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Dunn, J. D. G. (1993), The Epistle to the Galatians (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

(1993), The Theology of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Hansen, G. (1989), Abraham in Galations—E pistolary and Rhetorical 
Contexts, JSNTSup 29 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Hays, R. B. (1983), The Faith of Jesus Christ: An Investigation of the 
Narrative Substructure of Galatians 3: 1-4: 11, SBLDS 56 (Chico, 
Calif.: Scholars Press). 

Kern, P. H. (1998), Rhetoric and Galatians, SNTSMS 101: (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Longenecker, B. W. (1998), The Triumph of Abraham’s God. The Trans- 
formation of Identity in Galatians (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Longenecker, R. N. (1990), Galatians, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Liihrmann, D. (1992), Galatians: A Continental Commentary (Minnea- 
polis: Fortress). 

Martyn, J. L. (1997), Galatians, Anchor Bible (New York: Doubleday). 

Matera, F. J. (1992), Galatians, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Litur- 
gical). 


68. Ephesians 


Barth, M. (1974), Ephesians, Anchor Bible (2 vols; New Yorlc Double- 
day). 

Best, E. (1998), Ephesians, ICC (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Goodspeed, E. J. (1933), The Meaning of Ephesians (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press). 

Kirby, J. C. (1968), Ephesians, Baptism and Pentecost (Montreal: McGill 
University Press). 

Koester, H. (ed.) (1995), Ephesos—Metropolis of Asia (Valley Forge, Pa.: 
TPI). 


Lincoln, A. T. (1990), Ephesians, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

and Wedderburn, A. J. M. (1993), The Theology of the Later Pauline 
Letters (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Mitton, C. L. (1951), The Epistle to the Ephesians (Oxford: Clarendon). 

Muddiman, J. (2001), The Epistle to the Ephesians, CNTC (London & 
New Yorke Continuum). 

O'Brien, P. T. (1999), The Letter to the Ephesians, PNTC (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Schnackenberg, R. (1991), The Epistle to the Ephesians (Edinburgh: 
T. &T. Clark). 

van Roon, A. (1974), The Authenticity of Ephesians, NovTSup 39 (Lei- 
den: Brill). 


1343 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


69. Philippians 


Beare, F. W. (1973), The Epistle to the Philippians, 3rd edn. (London: 
A. & C. Black). 

Bockmuehl, M. (1998), The Epistle to the Philippians (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

Boomquist, L. G. (1993), The Function of Suffering in Philippians, 
JSNTSup 78 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Fee, G. D. (1995), The Epistle of Paul to the Philippians, NICNT (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Hawthorne, G. F. (1983), Philippians, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Martin, R. P. (1983), Carmen Christi: Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Inter- 
pretation and in the Setting of Early Christian Worship, 2nd edn. 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

and Dodd, B. J. (eds.) (1998), Where Christology Began: Essays on 
Philippians 2 (Philadelphia: Westminster/John Knox). 

O’Brien, P. T. (1991), Philippians, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Peterlin, D. (1995), Paul’s Letter to the Philippians in the Light of Disunity 
in the Church, NovTSup 79 (Leiden: Brill). 


70. Colossians 


Amold, C. E. (1996), The Colossian Syncretism (Grand Rapids: Baker). 

Barth, M., and Blanke, H. (1994), Colossians, Anchor Bible (New Yorlc 
Doubleday). 

DeMaris, R. E. (1994), The Colossian Controversy, JSNTSup 96 (Shef- 
field: Shef field Academic Press). 

Dunn, J. D. G. (1996), The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, 
NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Francis, F. O.,and Meeks, W. A. (eds.), Conflict at Colassae, SBLSBS 4 
(Missoula: Scholar’s Press). 

Lohse, E. (1971), Colossians and Philemon, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

MacDonald, M. Y. (2000), Colossians and Ephesians, Sacra Pagina 
(Collegeville: Liturgical). 

Martin, T. W. (1996), By Philosophy and Empty Deceit. Colossians as 
Response to a Cynic Critique, JSNTSup 118 (Sheffield: Sheffield Aca- 
demic Press). 

O'Brien, P. T. (1982), Colossians and Philemon, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Porkorn¥, P. (1991), Colossians. A Commentary (Peabody, Mass.: Hen- 
drickson). 


71. 1 Thessalonians 


Best, E. (1972), The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians (Lon- 
don: A. & C. Black). 

Bruce, F. F. (1982), 1 and 2 Thessalonians, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Collins, R. F. (1984), Studies on the First Letter to the Thessalonians, 
BETL 66 (Leuven: Peeters). 

(1990), The Thessalonian Correspondence (Leuven: Leuven Uni- 
versity Press). 

Donfried, K. P., and Beutler, J. (2000), The Thessalonians Debate: 
Methodological Discord or Methodological Synthesis? (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Jewett, R. (1986), The Thessalonian Correspondence: Pauline Rhetoric 
and Millenarian Piety (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Malherbe, A. J. (1987), Paul and the Thessalonians: The Philosophic 
Tradition of Pastoral Care (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

—— (2000), The Letters to the Thessalonians, Anchor Bible (New York: 
Doubleday). 

Richards, E. J. (1995), First and Second Thessalonians, Sacra Pagina 
(Collegeville: Liturgical). 

Smith, A. (1995), Comfort One Another: Reconstructing the Rhetoric and 
Audience of 1 Thessalonians (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox). 
Wanamaker, C. A. (1990), The Epistles to the Thessalonians, NIGTC 

(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 


72. 2 Thessalonians 


Giblin, C. H. (1967), The Threat to the Faith. An Exegetical and Theolo- 
gical Re-Examination of 2 Thessalonians, AnBib 31 (Rome: PBI). 

Holland, G. S. (1988), The Tradition that You Received from Us: 2 
Thessalonians in the Pauline Tradition, HUT (Tiibingen: Mohr 
Siebeck). 

Hughes, F. W. (1989), Early Christian Rhetoric and 2 Thessalonians, 
JSNTSup 30 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Meade, D.G. (1986), Pseudonymity and Canon: An Investigation intothe 
Relationship of Authorship and Authority in Jewish and Early Christian 
Tradition, WUNT 309. (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck) 


73. Pastoral Epistles 


Dibelius, M., and Conzelmann, H. (1972), The Pastoral Epistles, Her- 
meneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Donalson, L. R. (1986), Pseudepigraphy and Ethical Argument in the 
Pastoral Epistles (Tiibingen: Mohr-Siebeck). 

Harrison, P. N. (1921), The Problem of the Pastoral Epistle (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press). 

Kelly, J. N. D. (1960), The Pastoral Epistles (London: A. & C. Black). 

MacDonald, D. R. (1983), The Legend of the Apostle: The Battle for Paulin 
Story and Canon (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Marshall, I. H. (1998), The Pastoral Epistles, ICC (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

Miller, J. D. (1997), The Pastoral Letters as Composite Documents (Cam- 
bridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Mounce, W. D. (1999), The Pastoral Epistles, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Quinn, J. D. (1990), Titus, Anchor Bible (New York: Doubleday). 

and Wacker, W.C. (2000), The First and Second Letters to Timothy, 
Eerdmans Critical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Young, F. (1994), The Theology ofthe Pastoral Letters (Cambridge: Cam- 
bridge University Press). 


74. Philemon 


Barth, M., and Blanke, H. (2000), The Letter to Philemon, Eerdmans 
Critical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Burthchaell, J. T. (1973), Philemon’s Problem (Chicago: ACTA Founda- 
tion). 

Fitzmyer, J. A. (2001), The Letterto Philemon, Anchor Bible (New York: 
Doubleday). 

Martin, D. B. (1990), Slavery as Salvation: The Metaphor of Slavery in 
Pauline Christianity (New Haven: Yale University Press). 

Petersen, N. R. (1985), Rediscovering Paul: Philemon andthe Sociology of 
Paul’s Narrative World (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Sampley, J. P. (1980), Pauline Partnership in Christ: Christian Com- 
munity and Commitment in Light of Roman Law (Philadelphia: Fort- 
ress). 

Wansink, C. S. (1996), ‘Chained in Christ’: The Experience and Rhetoric 
of Paul’s Imprisonments, JSNTSup 130 (Sheffield: JSOT). 


75. Hebrews 


Attridge, H. W. (1989), Hebrews, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Ellingworth, P. (1993), Hebrews, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Dunnill, J. (1992), Covenant and Sacrifice in the Letter to the Hebrews, 
SNTSMS 71 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Hurst, D. (1990), The Epistle tothe Hebrews: Its Background of Thought, 
SNTSMS 65 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Isaacs, M. E. (1992), Sacred Space: An Approach to the Theolopy of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, JSNTSup 73 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Kistemaker, S.J. (1961), The Psalm Citations in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(Amsterdam: Soest). 

Lane, W. L. (1991), Hebrews, WBC (2 vols.; Dallas: Word). 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 1344 


Lindars, B. (1991), The Theology of the Letter to the Hebrews (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Moffatt, J. (1924), Hebrews, ICC (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Montefiore, H. W. (1964), Hebrews (London: A. & C. Black). 

Peterson, D. (1982), Hebrews and Perfection, SNTSMS 47 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 


76. James 


Adamson, J. B. (1976), The Epistle of James, NICNT (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

(1989), James: The Man and His Message (Grand Rapids: Eerd- 
mans). 

Baker, W. R. (1995), Personal Speech-Ethics in the Epistle of James, 
WUNT 2.68 (Tiibingen: Mohr-Siebeck). 

Bauckham, R. J. (1999), James: Wisdom of James, Disciple of Jesus the 
Sage, NTR (London: Routledge). 

Chester, A., and Martin, R. P. (1994), The Theology of the Letters of 
James, Peter and Jude (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 
Davids, P. H. (1982), The Epistle of James, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans). 

Edgar, D. (2001), Has God Not Chosen the Poor? The Social Setting of 
the Epistle of James, JSNTSup 206 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press). 

Johnson, L. T. (1995), The Letter of James, Anchor Bible (New York: 
Doubleday). 

Laws, S. (1980), The Epistle of James (London: A. & C. Black). 

Martin, R. P. (1988), James, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Painter, J. (1997), Just James. The Brother of Jesus in History and Tradi- 
tion (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press). 

Penner, T. C. (1996), The Epistle of James and Eschatology, JSNTSup 121 
(Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 


77.1 Peter 


Achtemeier, P. J. (1996), 1 Peter, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: Fortress). 

Balch, D. L. (1981), Let Wives Be Submissive: The Domestic Code in 1 
Peter, SBLMS 26 (Chico: Scholars Press). 

Elliott, J. H. (1982), A Home for the Homeless (London: SCM). 

—— (2001), 1 Peter, Anchor Bible (New Yorlt Doubleday). 

Goppelt, L. (1993), A Commentary on 1 Peter (Grand Rapids: Eerd- 
mans). 

Kelly, J. N. D. (1969), The Epistles of Peter and Jude (London: A. & C. 
Black). 

Michaels, J. R. (1988), 1 Peter, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Selwyn, E. G. (1947), The First Epistle of Peter, 2nd edn. (London: 
Macmillan). 

Talbert, C. H. Perspectives on First Peter (Macon: Mercer University 
Press). 

Thurén, L. (1995), Argument and Theology in 1 Peter: The Origins of 
Christian Paraenesis, JSNTSup 117 (Sheffield: JSOT). 


78. 2 Peter 


Charles, J. D. (1997), Virtue amidst Vice: The Catalog of Virtues in 2 Peter 
1, JSNTSup 150 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Fornberg, T. (1977), An Early Church in a Pluralistic Society: A Study of2 
Peter, CBNTS 9 (Lund: Gleerup). 

Knight, J. M. (1995), 2 Peter and Jude, Sheffield NT Guides (Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic Press). 

Neyrey, J. H. (1993), 2 Peter, Jude, Anchor Bible (New York: Double- 
day). 

Robson, E. I. (1915), Studies in the Second Epistle of St. Peter (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

Watson, D. F. (1988), Invention, Arrangement and Style: Rhetorical 
Criticism of Jude and 2 Peter, SBLDS 104 (Atlanta: Scholars Press). 


79. 1 John, 2 John, 3 John 


Bogart, J. (1977), Orthodox and Heretical Perfectionism in the Johannine 
Community as Evident in the First Epistle of John, SBLDS 33 (Mis- 
soula: Scholars Press). 

Brown, R. E. (1979), The Community of the Beloved Disciple (New York: 
Paulist). 

(1982), The Epistles of John, Anchor Bible (New York: Double- 
day). 

Bultmann, R. (1973), The Johannine Epistles, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Edwards, R. B. (1996), The Johannine Epistles, Sheffield NT Guides 
(Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Lieu, J. (1986), The Secondand Third Epistles of John (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark). 

(1991), The Theology of the Johannine Epistles (Cambridge: Cam- 
bridge University Press). 

Loader, W. R. G. (1992), The Johannine Epistles, (London: Epworth). 

Marshall, I. H. (1978), The Epistles of John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans). 

Neufeld, D. (1994), Reconceiving Texts as Speech- Acts. An Analysis of 1 
John (Leiden: Brill). 

Schnackenburg, R. (1992), The Johannine Epistles (New Yorke Cross- 
road). 

Smalley, S. S. (1984), 12,3 John, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

Strecker, G. (1996), The Johannine Letters, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 


80. Jude 


Bauckham, R. J. (1983), Jude, 2 Peter, WBC (Dallas: Word). 

(1990), Jude and the Relatives of Jesus in the Early Church (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Charles, J. D. (1993), Literary Strategy in the Epistle of Jude (Scranton: 
Scranton University Press). 

Landon, C. (1996), A Text-Critical Study ofthe Epistle of Jude, JSNTSup 
135 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 


8&1. Revelation 


Aune, D. E. (1997, 1998), Revelation, WBC (3 vols.; Dallas: Word). 

Bauckham, R. J. (1993), The Theology of the Book of Revelation (Cam- 
bridge: Cambridge University Press). 

(1998), The Climax of Prophecy: Studies on the Book of Revelation 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Beale, G. K. (1998), Revelation, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

(1999), John’s Use of the Old Testament in Revelation, JSNTSup 
166 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press). 

Caird, G. B. (1966), The Revelation of St. John (London: A. & C. Black). 

Carey, G. (1999), Elusive Apocalypse: Reading Authority in the Revelation 
to John (Macon, Ga.: Mercer). 

Charles, R. H., (1920), The Revelation of St. John, ICC (2 vols.; Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Faley, R. J. (1999), Apocalypse Then and Now: A Companion to the Book 
of Revelation (New Yorlc Paulist). 

Fiorenza, E. J. (1998), The Book of Revelation: Justice and Judgment 
(Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Harrington, W. J. (1993), Revelation, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Litur- 
gical). 

Hemer, C. J. (1987), The Letters to the Seven Churches in Asia in their 
Local Setting, JSNTSup 11 (Sheffield: JSOT). 

Malina, B. J. (1995), Onthe Genre and Message of Revelation: Star Visions 
and Sky Journeys (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson). 

Roloff, J. (1993), The Revelation of John (Minneapolis: Fortress). 

Rowland, C. C. (1993), Revelation (London: Epworth). 


1345 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO BIBLICAL STUDIES 


(1998), “Revelation”, in The New Interpreters’ Bible, vol. 12 (Nash- 
ville: Abingdon). 

Smalley, S. S. (1994), Thunder and Love: John’s Revelation and John’s 
Community (Milton Keynes: Word). 

Sweet, J. P. M. (1979), Revelation (London: SCM). 

Yarboro Collins, A. (1976), The Combat Myth in the Book of Revelation 
(Missoula: Scholars Press). 


82. Extra-canonical early Christian literature 


Barnard, L. W. (1966), Studies in the Apostolic Fathers and their Back- 
ground (Oxford: Blackwell). 

Carleton, P. J. (1994), The Epistle of Barnabas: Outlook and Background, 
WUNT 2/64 (Tubingen: Mohr-Siebeck). 

Crossan, J. D. (1988), The Cross that Spoke (San Francisco: Harper & 
Row). 

Elliott, J. K. (ed.) (1993), The Apocry phal New Testament: A Collection of 
Apocryphal Christian Literature in an English Translation (Oxford: 
Clarendon). 

Jefford, C. N. (1996), Reading the Apostolic Fathers (Peabody: Hen- 
drickson). 


Koester, H. (1990), Ancient Christian Gospels: Their History and De- 
velopment (London: SCM). 

Lake, K. (1992), The Apostolic Fathers, LCL (2 vols.; London: Heine- 
mann). 

Niederwimmer, K. (1998), The Didache, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: For- 
tress). 

Osiek, C., (1999) The Shepherd of Hermas, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Patterson, S.J. (1993), The Gospel of Thomas and Jesus (Sonoma, Calif:: 
Polebridge Press). 

Roberts, A., and Donaldson, J. (1985-7), Ante-Nicene Fathers (10 vols.; 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans). 

Schaff, P., and Roberts, A. The Early Church Fathers (38 vols.; Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Schneemelcher, W. (ed.) (1991, 1992), The New Testament Apocrypha 
(2 vols.; Philadelphia: Westminster/John Knox). 

Schoedel, W. R. (1986), Ignatius of Antioch, Hermeneia (Philadelphia: 
Fortress). 

Uro, R. (1998), Thomas atthe Crossroads: Essays onthe Gospel of Thomas 
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). 

Valantasis, R. (1997), The Gos pel of Thomas, NTR (London: Routledge). 


This page intentionally left blank 


Aaron 
benediction 116-17 
blossoming rod 123 
challenge to leadership by Levites 122-3 
death of 125 
disobedience at Kadesh 124-5 
genealogy 72-3 
golden calf episode 88-9 
house of 398 
initiation into priesthood 99 
Moses’ spokesman 72 
priesthood 86-7, 112, 397 
Psalms 393, 401 
questioning Moses’ leadership 119, 1241 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 670, 694-5 
Wisdom of Solomon 666 
Aaronides 
dating of P 18, 31 
establishment of perpetual priesthood 129 
priestly responsibilities 123 
Aaronites, t Chronicles 271, 282 
Aasgaard, R. 1208 
Abaddon 344, 345, 414, 1295 
Abba (Father) 917, 1025, 1161 
Abednego 706 
Abel 44-5, 810-11, 1251 
Abel of Beth-maacah 223, 227 
Abel-mizraim 66 
Abgar (king of Edessa) 1329 
Abiathar 202, 211 
Absalom’s rebellion 224, 225 
Adonijah 235 
David 214, 220, 226 
exile of 235 
Solomon 236 
bigail 198, 212, 215 
bihu 99, 10r 
bijah (king of Judah) 289-90 
bijam (king of Judah) 243 
bimelech (Philistine kings) 53, 55-6, 377 
bimelech (son of Gideon) 183-4 
binadab 203, 214 
binoam 215 
bishag 235 
bishai 212-13, 216, 225-9, 278 
bner 198, 212-13, 216-17 
‘Abot de Rabbi Nathan 805, 825-6 
braham 48-55, 185 
ancestor of Jews and Gentiles 1036, 1093, 
1240 
burial of Sarah 54 
children chosen by God 1100 
1Chronicles 269 
dating accounts of 42 
death of 55 
divine visitation 336 
Egypt 49-50 
as example 1252, 1259-60 
Ezekiel (book) 548 
4 Ezra 779 
faith in God 1093, 1159 
genealogy 48 
Gerar 53 
God’s promises to 40, 49, 50-2, I159, 1245, 
1252, 1290 
Hagar 51, 53 


Serr rerrrrrs 


> 


Index 


Isaiah (book) 475, 483 
Jesus’ relationship to 977-8 
Machpelah’s cave 278 
marriage of Isaac 54-5 
Melchizedek 1246 
sacrifice of Isaac 53-4, 810 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 694 
sources of accounts of 39, 48-9 
vision 50-1 
wisdom 661 
Absalom (son of David) 220, 221, 222-6, 243, 
368, 384 
Acaean war 723 
Acco see Ptolemais 
Account of the Chariot 799 
Account of Creation 799 
Achaia 1203 
Achar (Achan) 164-5, 269 
Achior the Ammonite 633, 634, 636-7, 640 
Achish 210, 213, 214, 377 
Achor, Valley of 164, 573 
Achsah 178 
Ackerman, S. 243 
acrostics 
Lamentations 528-9, 531 
Psalms 361-2, 370, 375; 377) 398, 403-4 
Acts of the Alexandrian Martyrs 806 
Acts of Andrew 1307, 1323 
Acts ofthe Apostles 1028-61 
apocryphal 1307, 1323-9 
historical reliability 1072 
inspiration for Lives ofthe Saints 1323 
life of Paul 1063, 1064-5, 1071-3 
Acts of John 1323 
Acts of Paul 1323 
Acts of Pauland Thecla 1220, 1324 
Acts of Peter 1323 
Acts of Pilate 1321, 1322-3 
Acts of Thomas 1323 
Adad-idri (Hadadezer) (king of Aram) 247 
Adadniriai III (king of Assyria) 257 
Adam 43-4 
in apocryphaltradition 1322 
archetypal human, Romans (book) 1094, 
1097 
Cain and Abel 810 
1 Chronicles 269 
first ancestor, Isaiah (book) 469 
genealogy of 45 
Pastoral Epistles 1224 
pride in Philippians 1184-5 
salvation, Wisdom of Solomon 661 
sin 
4 Ezra 778-9, 782, 784 
Sirach 679, 684-5 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 696 
Son of God, Luke’s gospel 931 
2 Thessalonians 1218 
Adasa 722,750 
Additions to Daniel 704-10 
didactic stories 626 
historical background 625 
influence on patristic writings 619 
relationship to 3 Maccabees 774 
status in Jewish canon 620 
Additions to Esther see Esther (Greek) 


Admonitions of Ipuwer 332 
Adonai 346 
Adoni-bezek 178 
Adonijah (son of David) 220, 235 
Adoniram (Adoram) 220, 227, 236 
adoption by God 1098, 1100 
Adora (Adoraim) 730 
Adoram see Adoniram 
Adrammelech 628 
Adria, sea of 1059-60 
Adullam 210, 218, 403 
adultery 
Decalogue commandment 141 
Jeremiah (book) 492 
Jesus’ teaching 854, 868, 906-7 
law of God 1095 
Proverbs (book) 410-11 
punishment for 346, 546 
Sirach 682, 684, 685 
Susanna (story) 708-9 
suspicions of 115-16 
Ten Commandments 82 
1 Thessalonians 1207 
Adversary 334, 351 
Aeneas 1040 
aetiology, Genesis 41, 44, 45,47, 48 
afflictions 
Job (book) 332 
physical suffering 1136, 1142, 1149 
afterlife 
see also life after death; resurrection 
1Corinthians 1130-2 
1 Maccabees 711 
Sirach 679 
Wisdom of Solomon 650, 651, 653 
Agag 327, 329 
age, Ecclesiastes 428 
agriculture 
boundary laws in Deuteronomy 149 
land rights in Israel 247 
sabbath years 107 
success linked with humanitarian 
behaviour 147 
Agrippa I see Herod Agrippa 
Agrippa II 1058-9 
Agur 340, 421-2 
Ahab (false prophet) 510, 512 
Ahab (king of Israel) 245, 293, 294 
death 247-8 
Elijah 245-6 
marriage to Jezebel 380 
murder of Naboth 254 
war against Aram 294 
Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 325, 326-8, 374, 757 
see also Artaxerxes 
Ahaz (king ofJudah) 259, 300-1, 443,444, 445, 
° 


45 
Ahaziah (king of Israel) 248, 295-6 
Ahaziah (king of Judah) 253, 254, 255, 296-7 
Ahijah of Shiloh 240-1, 242-3, 288 
Ahikam 510, 520 
Ahimaaz 226 
Ahimelech 210, 211, 280 
Ahio 218 
Ahigar 318, 628-9, 631, 632 
Ahithophel 224, 225, 883 


INDEX 


Ahura-Mazda 311 
Ai 164,165 
Akhenaten 394 
Akiba, Rabbi 674, 685 
Akrabattene 718 
Alamoth 370, 380 
Alcimus (Yakim) 622,721-2,724-5,748-50 
Aldebaran 352 
Alexander (and Hymenaeus) 1223 
Alexander Epiphanes (Balas) 725, 726-8 
Alexander the Great of Macedon 
conquests 452, 454, 621 
Daniel (book) 569 
1 Maccabees 713 
Alexander Jannaeus 622, 653, 711 
Alexandra Jannaea Salome 622 
Alexandria 773 
allegorésis, Philo 793 
allegory 
apocalyptic literature 798 
Hagar and Sarah 1162 
Luke’s Gospel 951-2, 953 
Mark’s Gospel 892, 894 
Matthew’s Gospel 872, 873, 878 
parousia 878, 951-2 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 793 
Psalms 357 
Song of Solomon 429, 432 
Allegory of the Cedar 546 
Almighty 65 
alms see charity 
Alpha and Omega 1290 
Alt, A. 29 
altars 
centralization of sacrificial worship 144 
challenge to sanctuary of Shiloh 173 
cultic sites 148 
David’s altar at Jerusalem 230 
Ezekiel (book) 561 
Levitical law regarding slaughter 1o2 
sanctuary 86, 87 
Amalek 79 
Amalekites 151,207, 213, 214,215 
Amariah 294 
Amasa 224,225, 227 
Amaziah (false prophet) 587-8 
Amaziah (king of Judah) 257, 299 
Amidah 803, 804, 821 
Amittai 593 
Ammon 
Amos (book) 583 
oracles in Ezekiel (book) 552 
war with Judas Maccabeus 718 
Ammonites 
Achior in Judith 636-7, 640 
destruction predicted in Ezekiel (book) 550 
exclusion from local assemblies 150 
Israelite conquest 184 
Israel’s territorial claims 138 
Jabesh-gilead 205 
Jephthah 184 
Jeremiah’s Oracles Against the Nations 523 
Lot 50, 53 
mixed marriage in post-exilic Jerusalem 317, 
767 
Nehemiah 322 
Rabbah 139 
war with David 220-1, 277-8 
war withJudah 295, 300 
Amnon (son of David) 220, 222-3 
Amon (king of Judah) 263, 305 
Amorites 51,545 
see also Canaanites 
exemplary war against 139 
Israelite conquest 126, 132, 178 


1348 
mixed marriage in post-exilic Jerusalem 317 
original inhabitants of Canaan 583, 589 
Amos (book) 581-90 
callous carousing 586 
canonical context 581 
Damascus 582-3 
Day of YHWH 585, 586, 588 
death and life 585-6 
doxology 589 
epilogue 589 
exodus revisited 589 
futile success 586-7 
interpretation method 581 
Israel indicted 584 
judgement 582, 588 
locusts 585, 587 
national restoration 589 
Oracles Against the Nations 582, 584 
paradisal promise 589 
prophets, reinforced role of 584 
punishment, selective 589 
visions 587-8 
wealthy women’s fate 584-5 
words ofjudgement 587-9 
Amos (prophet) 257-8, 337 
Amaziah 587-8 
announces day of YHWH 540 
banquets, Sirach 688 
divine calling 352 
Hosea’s judgement on Israel 
comparison 571 
Jeroboam I of Israel 242 
listens toYHWH 341 
Menahem (king of Israel) 258 
quoted by Stephen during trial 1037 
Anakim 138, 143, 168 
Ananias (and Sapphira) 1035, 1044 
Ananias (of Damascus) 1039, 1055-6 
Anat 346 
Anath 180 
Anatolia 559 
ancestors 
cult of 188 
sins of 532 
Ancient of Days 814-15 
Andrew, Acts of 1307, 1323 
Andronicus 739 
angels 
see also Gabriel; Jeremie]; Lucifer; Michael; 
Raphael; Raziel; Remiel; Sariel; Uriel; 
Vrevoil 
Additions to Daniel 707 
annunciation 927 
apocalyptic literature 799 
appearance to Joshua 163 
Balaam’s donkey 127 
casting down of 1273 
delivery of Torah 1239 
Enoch’s ascent to heaven 813-14 
fall of the 678, 685, 808-9, 1285-6, 1287 
fiery furnace 565 
Gethsemane 955 
Hagar 51 
Jacob 56 
Jesus’ tomb 958,997 
Peter’s escape from prison 1043 
promulgating thelaw 1160 
Revelation 1298, 1301, 1305 
Seven Angels ofthe Presence 631 
shepherds 929 
Sodom 52-3 
sons of God 46 
superiority of Sonto 1238 
translation of psalms 370 
as warning and example in Jude 1285-6 


anger 
of God 509, 1176 
Sermon on the Mount 854 
animal sacrifice 
Genesis 47, 51 
temple services 616 
animals 
ark 46-7 
blameless victims 477 
clean and unclean 47, 99-100, 1041 
creation of 42, 43 
God speaks to Jonah’s great fish 594 
Job (book) 352-3 
Joel (book) 580-1 
naming of 44 
psalms 364 
YHWH’s covenant with 573 
Anna (wife of Tobit) 628, 629, 630, 631 
Annals of the Kings of Judah 243, 262 
Annas 993-4 
annunciation 926-7 
Anot 241 
anthologies, post-Biblical Jewish literature 795 
anthropology 
ames (book) 1255 
purity and pollution systems 94 
sexual relationships 102-3 
anthropomorphism 140 
anti-syncretism, paraenesis 137, 145-6 
antichrist 781, 1276, 1279, 1282, 1311 
Antigonus 622 
antinomianism 1284, 1285 
Antioch 1198, 1230 
authorship of 4 Maccabees 790-1 
church at 1042, 1153, 1156 
commissioning of Barnabus and Saul 
(Paul) 1044 
controversy over Jewish and Gentile 
believers 1047 
martyr literature 806 
Paul 1045-6, 1071, 1157-8 
Antioch-in-Jerusalem 713, 720, 721, 724, 739 
Antiochus Hierax 743 
Antiochus II (king of Syria) 569 
Antiochus ITI (the Great) (king of Syria) 621 
history of Colossae 1191 
Jewish soldiers 743 
1 Maccabees 713 
Magnesia, battle of 722 
Raphia, battle of 774 
sacrificial animals in Jerusalem 741 
Simon the high priest 696 
treaty with Rome 720 
welcomed by Jews G90 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes (king of Syria) 622 
Alexander Epiphanes 725 
Antichrist 781 
death 569-70, 719-20, 734,736, 743-4, 745 
desecration of temple 376, 387, 738 
destroyer of Jerusalem 564, 566, 568 
fourth beast in Daniel's vision 567 
invasion of Egypt 713, 739-40 
Jason 738-9 
Maccabean revolt 569 
1 Maccabees 713-14, 716,717, 721 
2 Maccabees 737,745,746 
4 Maccabees 790, 791 
as Nebuchadnezzar 633, 635, 637, 701 
Prayer of Azariah 706, 707 
religious persecution in Judea 740-2 
Sirach 674, 686, 690 
2 Thessalonians 1217 
Antiochus V Eupator (king of Syria) 701, 716 
Maccabean revolt 720-1, 744-5, 746, 747-8 
Antiochus VI (king of Syria) 728, 729 


Antiochus VII Sidetes (king of Syria) 731-2, 733 
Antipas 1291 
Antipater son of Jason (envoy to Sparta for 
Jonathan) 729 
Antiquities of the Jews see Josephus 
Apamea, Treaty of 737, 738, 739, 745 
Aphek 202, 213 
Apis 315, 522 
2 Apocalypse of Baruch 
apocalyptic literature 798,799 
eschatology 783 
God’s punishment for sins 778 
laments 804, 823-4 
Messiah 783 
messianicwoes 816 
resurrection body 817 
Apocalypse of John see Revelation 
Apocalypse of Paul 1329 
Apocaly pse of Peter 1311, 1329 
Apocalypse of Thomas 1330 
apocalyptic literature 813-17 
apocryphal 1324, 1329-30 
day of judgement 1330 
day of the Lord 449-50, 454-5 
descriptions of hell 1329-30 
2Esdras 626,775, 776, 779-81, 786-8, 789 
as foretelling of future 1330 
genre of Jewish and Christian literature 1287 
influence on subsequent literature 1329 
Joel (book) 579 
language of 1172 
Luke’s Gospel 953-4 
Mark’s Gospel 912-14 
Old Testament 9 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 797-800 
punishment of Edom 461-2 
Revelation 1289 
Second Temple period 624 
Wisdom of Solomon 652 
Zechariah (book) 611, 614-15 
Apocrypha 
see also individual books 
Acts of the Apostles 1307, 1323-9 
apocalypses 1324, 1329-30 
Esther (book) 325 
Gnosticism 1318, 1324 
introduction to 617-26 
Isaiah (book) 434 
letters 1328-9 
New Testament 1307, 1315-29 
Protestant 5 
relationship to biblical texts 625-6 
use of term 617-18 
Apocryphon (or Letter) of James 1329 
apodicticlaw 29, 137 
Apollo 1296 
Apollonius 714, 716, 727, 739, 745, 791-2 
Apollos 1051-2, 1111, 1233 
Apollyon 1295 
apologetics 
Acts as 1030 
Josephus 795 
Apologists, Wisdom of Solomon 651 
apostasy 
breach of the covenant 148 
incitement to 146 
Israel described by Stephen 1037 
proverbs 407 
2 Thessalonians 1216-17 
warnings 153, 1237, 1245, 1253, 1286 
apostles 
see also disciples; individual names 
apocryphal texts 1325, 1326 
appointment of seven deacons 1036 
ascetics 1327 


1349 


Christ as 1241 

effectiveness 1191 

election of replacement for Judas 1031 

false 1291 

miracles 1326 

mission in Galilee 938 

names in Luke’s gospel 935 

rolein church order 1038 

on trial 1034, 1035 

as wituesses ofJesus 1033 
Apostles’ Creed 1322 
apostolic authority 1089, 1106, 1109, 1115-16, 

1122, 1134, 1137-9, 1145-50 
Apostolic Church Order 1308 
Apostolic Constitutions 770, 771,772,776, 823 
Apostolic Council 1046-7, 1156, 1157 
Apostolic Fathers 1306, 1308 
Apostrophe to Zion 690 
Apphia 1234 
Apries 534, 554 
Aqedah (Binding) of Isaac 1252 
Aghat 346 
Aqiba, Rabbi 429 
Aquila (and Priscilla) 1050, 1052, 1191, 1231 
Aquila (commentator) 380, 387, 423 
Aquiva, Rabbi 827-8 
Arabia, Paul 1070-1, 1155 
Arabic Infancy Gospel 1315, 1320 
Arabs, Maccabean revolt 718, 719, 724, 727, 
729, 746-7 

Arad 125 
Aram 

David 220-1 

enemy of Israel 582, 583, 587 

Israel (kingdom) 247, 251-3, 255, 256-7 

Judah 256, 293 

Solomon 240 

Syro-Ephraimite War 259 
Aram Beth-rehob 277 
Aram-naharaim 54, 56,277 
Aramaic 

Apocrypha written in 621 

early Christian church 837 

Ezra (book) 313 

New Testament 833 

Old Testament 7 

Tobit (book) 626, 627 

translation of biblical texts into 795 

used in Bible 463 
Aramaisms 

Elihu answers Job 347 

psalms 397 
Arameans 

Abraham 54 

David 220-1, 277-8 

genealogy of 47 

Israel (people) 56, 57-8 

Jacob 57-8 

‘perishing Aramean’ confession 151 
Ararat 47,628 
Araunah (Oman) 230, 278 
Arbatta 718 
Arbela 723 
archaeology 

Jericho 159, 163 

origin of Israel 68 
Archedonassar see Fsar-haddon 
Archelaus 622 
Archippus 1192, 1198, 1234 
Areius II (king of Sparta) 729 
Areopagus 1050 
aretalogy 682-3 
Aretas, king of Arabia 1040, 1070-1, 1072 
Ariarathes V (king of Cappadocia) 732 
Aristarchus 1198, 1235 


INDEX 


Aristobulus (king of Judea) 622 
Aristobulus (philosopher) 651, 658, 736 
Aristobulus (son of Alexandra Jannaea 
Salome) 622 
Arius 729, 731 
ark (Noah) 46, 664 
ark (of the covenant) 
brought to Jerusalem 230, 374, 401 
building ofthe temple 285-6 
David 218-19, 274-7 
Israel’s journey to Moab 118 
move to the temple of Solomon 238-9 
narratives 197, 202-3 
passing through Jordan 161-2 
post-exilic return to temple 313, 362 
role in tabernacle worship 117 
emple singers 271 
Armageddon 787-8 
armour of God 1177-8 
army of God 579, 580-1 
Arphaxad (king of Media) 632, 635 
Arsaces 730, 732 
Artaxerxes (1 Esdras) 756, 757-8, 760, 763, 764, 
765 
Artaxerxes (Greek Esther) 643-4, 645-9 
Artaxerxes I 309—10, 315-16, 318 
Artaxerxes II Arsakes 310 
Artaxerxes HII Ochus 633 
Artemas 1233 
Arnndel MS 404 1319 
Asa (king of Israel) 691 
Asa (king of Judah) 243-4, 290-3 
Asahel 216 
Asaph 271, 276, 280-1, 358, 359 
ascension 958, 959, 1031 
asceticism 
Colossians 1193, 1196 
1Corinthians 1118 
Pastoral Epistles 1231-2 
Aseneth 806, 826-7 
Ashdod 203, 323 
see also Azotus 
Asher (country) 237 
Asher (son of Jacob) 57, 272 
Asher (tribe) 65, 171, 272, 282 
Asherah 
cultic sites 148 
Hosea 578 
idolintemple 541 
worship in Israel (kingdom) 245, 257 
worship of in Judah (kingdom) 243, 262, 263 
Ashkelon 186 
Ashtaroth Camaim 719 
Ashurbanipal 305 
Askalon 727,728 
Asmodeus 627, 629, 630 
asses see donkeys 
Assurbanipal 136 
Assyria 550 
Ezekiel (book) 554 
fall to Babylonian empire 632 
God’s instrument of punishment 450, 476, 
602 
Israel (kingdom) 255, 257, 258, 259-60, 271, 
447, 463 
Jews in exile in Tobit (book) 628 
Judah (kingdom) 136, 260-1, 262-3, 
304-5 
Judea 632, 634, 635, 636-41 
kings as good shepherds 595, Go 
Nineveh 593, 594 
overthrow by Medes 450 
political alliances 146, 152, 532 
prophecy against Goo 
Shalmaneser V 571 


INDEX 


Assyria (cont.) 
siege of Jerusalem 289, 303-4 
siege of Samaria 571 
Syro-Ephraimite War 259, 301 
term for general world powers 598 
Tiglath-pileser III 571, 574, 577 
warriors compared towomen 601 

Astarte 273 

astral cults 139-40, 496, 605 

Astyarges (king of Media) 709 

Aswan 474 

Aten 394 


Athaliah (queen of Judah) 234, 253, 255-6, 297 


Athanasian Creed 1322 
Athanasius 392, 651, 1308, 1314 
Athens 744, 1050, 1206 
atonement 

4 Maccabees 791-2 

meaning 96 

Paul’s theology 1079 

for pride 566 

sacrifices for 121 

Sirach 672, 673, 680 
Atonement, Day of 95, 102, 106, 807 
Attalids 727 
Attharathes 769 
Augustine 333, 619, 651, 662, 1325 
Augustus 786, 791 
Aune, David E. 1075 
authority 

Christianity 1034 

divine 426 

human versus religious 442-3 

Jesus 890, 891, 894, 910, 952-3 

Peter 1031, 1035 

post-exilic society in Judah 312 

priests 148 

wisdom 676 
avenger of blood 134, 172 
Avvim 138 
Azariah (chief priest under Hezekiah) 303 
Azariah (companion of Daniel) 564, 706-7 
Azariah (leader of Maccabean revolt) 718, 719 
Azariah (prophet in 2 Chronicles) 291-2 
Azariah (Raphael in Tobit) 630-1 
Azariah (son of Zadok) 236 
Azariah (Uzziah) (king of Judah) 258, 269 
Azazel 101-2 
Azekah (city) 516 
Azotus (Ashdod) 719,727 
Azotus, Mount 724 


Baal 129, 179, 182 

competition between the gods on Mount 
Carmel 245-6 

cosmic mountain 344, 787-8 
Ezekiel (book) 538, 553 
foppish priests of Go5 
Hosea 571, 573-7 
hymn 376 
Israel (kingdom) 242,245, 248 
Judah (kingdom) 256, 262, 263 
name of realm of Mot (death) 577 
name of YHWH 573 
Philistines 203 
prophets 508 
rider on the clouds 386, 787 
Samaria 254-5 
Ugaritic title 162 

ba’al (master) 437 

Baal Shamem 741 

Baal-meon 552 

Baal-peor 576 

Baalah 275 

Ba’alat 397 


1350 
Baale-judah 218 
Baalperazim 218 
Baanah 217 
Baasha (king of Israel) 244, 292 
Babatha 685 
Babylon 
see also Babylonian exile 
as agent of YHWH 506 
Baruch (book) 699-701 
Beland the Dragon 710 
deities 472 
destruction of 508, 524 
Egypt 487 
enemies of YHWH 402 
Ezekiel (book) 534, 552 
Ezrain 315-16 
fall of Assyrian empire to 632 
fate 525 
fate of Gomorrah 450 
foe fromthe north 504 
as greatenemy 449 
Isaiah (book) 433 


Jeremiah’s Oracles Against the Nations 524 


Judah (kingdom) 264-5, 304-5, 591 
King List 45 
Manasseh 304-5 
Marduk-apla-iddina 262 
Nabonidus 564, 565, 566 
Nebuchadnezzar 563, 564 
Nehemiahin 318 
Revelation 1298, 1300-2 
Rome as 1263, 1270 
Syria-Palestine 522 
temple destruction 387, 541 
Tower of Babel 48 

Babylonian exile 264-5, 374 
Additions to Daniel 704 
Amos (book) 586 
Apocrypha 625 
burial of Sarah in Canaan 54 
1 Chronicles 272-3 
2 Chronicles 307-8 
devastation of 445 
divine assurance ofreturn 516 
1Esdras 756-7 
Esther (Greek) 644-5, 646, 647 
exilic life 487 
Ezekiel (book) 534, 542-3, 545 
4 Ezra 778,779,786 
Genesis 40 
given hope 509 
Haggai (book) 608-9 
Hosea (book) 576 
instruction for survival 526 
Jeremiah (book) 498, 501 
Jeremiah’s letters 511-12, 703 
miraculous fire 736 
monarchy during 269, 270 
proverbs used 546-7 
psalms 395 
as punishment for disobedience 108 
restoration 449, 473, 513, 753-4, 750-62 
result of wrongdoing 444 
sinand 41 
story of yokes 511 
Susanna 708-9 
symbolized by Ephraim 513 
theodicy 10 


Babylonian Talmud 529,797, 800, 818, 827-8 


Babylonian Theodicy 343 

Bacchides (1 Maccabees) 721-2, 723-5 
Bacchides (2 Maccabees) 743, 749, 750 
Baean 718 

Bagoas 633, 639-40 

Balaam 126-8, 131-2, 335, 1286, 1287, 1291 


Balak 126-8, 185, 1291 
ban 159, 164-5, 247, 250, 318 
banquets 
see also messianic banquet 
Isaiah (book) 455 
Luke’s gospel 945, 946 
Sirach 687-8 
baptism 
ist—2nd century 1309 
apocryphal texts 1326 
auto-baptism 1309, 1324 
on behalf ofthedead 1131 
Colossians 1193 
Day of Pentecost 1032 
dying with Christ 1105 
Ethiopian eunuch 1039 
Gentile believers 1042 
gift of the Spirit 1038 
idealistic origin 834 
Jesus 888, 931 
John’s disciples at Ephesus 1052 
Matthew’s Gospel 851 
into Moses 1124 
Paul 1071 
significance of 1055, 1160 
water 976, 1280 
Wisdom of Solomon 657 
baptismal-eucharistic 1310, 1313 
Bar Kochba revolt 776 
Bar-Kochva, B. 723-4, 746 
Barabbas 919, 957, 992 
Barachel 347 
Barak 180-1, 206, 390 
Barnabas 1231 
cousin of Mark 1198 
meeting with Jerusalem leaders 1157 
Paul and 1044, 1048,1071, 1156 
persecution by Jews 1230 
sent to Antioch 1042 
use of wealth in early church 1034 
Barnabas see Epistle of Barnabas 
Bartimaeus 908 
Baruch 515 
exile in Egypt 521 
Jeremiah (book) 488, 509, 517, 518-22 
Baruch (book) 625, 699-704, 777 
Barzillaiof Gilead 225, 226, 235 
Bashan 553 
Basilides 1318 
Bathsheba 221-2, 235, 270 
Battle Hymn of the Republic 482 
Baur, F.C. 1085 
beasts, Revelation 1297-8, 1302-3 
Beatitudes 852-7, 935, 1016-18 
Becher (son of Benjamin) 272 
Bedouin 282, 300 
Beelzebul 861, 894, 943-4, 1020-2 
Beeroth 217 
Beersheba 53, 63, 204 
Behemoth 332, 351, 353, 782 
Bel 524 
Beland the Dragon 626, 705, 706, 709-10 
Bel-marduk 710 
Bela (son of Benjamin) 272 
Belial Goo, 822 
belief 
in God 1092 
in Jesus Christ 1067 
resurrection of Christ 1130-2 
believers 
as children of God 1277 
free from the law of sin 1097 
lawof the Spirit 1097-9 
power not to sin 1095 
Belshazzar 564, 566, 701 


Belteshazzar 565 
Ben Sira (book) see Wisdom of JesussonofSirach 
Ben Sira (person) see Jesus ben Sira 
Ben-hadad (king of Aram) (son of Hazael) 257, 
292 
Benaiah 220, 227, 229, 235-6 
benediction 
Aaronic 116-17 
Hebrews (book) 1254 
for Jerusalem and Judah 581 
Romans (book) 1107 
Benhadad (king of Aram) 247, 252 
Benjamin (son of Jacob) 60, 62-3, 272, 514 
Benjamin (tribe) 
Absalom’s rebellion 224 
army 291 
Blessing of Jacob 65-6 
1Chronicles 269, 272, 278, 282 
David 274,278 
defeat in civil war 190 
Ehud 179 
hospitality to Levite 189 
Jabesh-gilead 191 
marriage with 190 
province under Solomon 237 
Saul 206 
Sheba’s rebellion 227 
territory allocation 171 
Berea, 1 Maccabees 723 
Bergren, T. A. 776-7 
Bernard of Clairvaux 429 
Bernice 1058-9 
Beroea 1050, 1206 
Berossos 267 
Berquist, J. 310 
Beth-arbel 576 
Beth-aven (Bethel) 574 
Beth-horon 318-19, 716, 722 
Beth-jeshimoth 552 
Beth-maacah 223 
Beth-rehob 221, 277 
Beth-shan 214, 273, 719 
Beth-shemesh 203 
Beth-zatha 969-70 
Beth-zechariah 720 
Beth-zur 717, 718, 720, 725, 728, 745, 748 
Bethany 879, 915, 981-2, 983 
Bethbasi 725 
Bethel 255, 585 
Abraham 49 
Baasha 244 
Beth-aven 574 
Jacob 56-7, 63-4 
Jeroboam I of Israel 242, 288, 628 
Josiah 263 
legitimacy as sacrificial site 278 
sanctuary at final judgement 588 
siteofAi 165 
YHWH’s destruction of 584 
Bethlehem 189, 193, 401, 929 
Bethsaida 902 
Bethuel (father of Rebekah) 55 
Bethulia 633, 634, 636, 637-40 
Betz, Hans Dieter 1077 
Beyond the River 721 
Bezalel 87, 90 
biblion 1295-6 
Bickerman, E. J. 642, 643 
Bildad 335, 337-8, 342, 344 
Bildad Job (book) 331 
Bilhah 57, 270, 818 
Bill of Divorce 811 
Binding see Aqedah 
biography 
Acts as 1029, 1030 


13 5 I 
gospelsas 847-8, 1001-2 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 805-7 
birds 
burnt offerings 96, 98 
clean and unclean 100 
of prey 472 
quail 119 
birth 185, 400, 468 
Bishlam 757 
bishops 1224 
Black Sea 1200 
blacksmiths 612 
blasphemy 
Jesus accused of 891, 919, 978, 980 
Jude (book) 1285-6 
Leviticus 106 
Sirach 682 
Blenkinsopp, J. 319 
blessedness 375, 392 
blessing 
Aaronic benediction 116-17 
Balaam and Israel 128 
consequence of obedience 152 
divine 385, 409, 412 
Ephesians (book) 1167-8 
link with humanitarian behaviour 147 
for obedience 107-8 
Sermon on the Mount 853, 935 
Song of the Three Jews 707-8 
theme of psalm 401 
trinitarian 1290 
Blessing of Jacob 59-Go, 64-6 
Blessing of Moses 64 
blind and deafimagery 469, 473 
blindness, healing of go2, 978-9 
blood 
avenger of 134, 172 
Christ 879-80, 916, 973, 1249 
Levitical law 102 
menstruation 94 
ordination ritual 87 
Passover 75 
place in sacrificial cult 96 
red heifer ritual 123-4 
taboo 145 
as witness to the Son 1280 
boasting 1094, 1123, 1136, 1143, 1144, 1146 
boats, symbols of the church 1326 
Boaz 192, 193-5 
body 
Christian identity 1117 
ascosmos metaphor 1127-8 
imagery 1140 
Last Supper 879, 916, 955 
physical suffering 1142, 1149 
resurrection 817, 1130-2 
as temple of the Holy Spirit 114, 1118 
Boismard, M.-E. 1005 
Boling, Robert G. 178 
Book of the Acts of Solomon 233, 236, 
237, 241 
Book of Common Prayer 480 
Book of the Covenant 29, 30, 82-4, 137 
Book of the Heavenly Luminaries 794, 801 
The Book of Instruction see Wisdom of Jesus 
son of Sirach 
Book of Jashar 215 
Book of Jubilees 624 
apocalyptic literature 798 
1 Enoch 794 
jubilee cycles 107 
origin of sin 569 
Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 658 
sons of Noah 809 
Book of the Kings of Israeland Judah 272 


INDEX 


Book of the Law 136, 263, 305-6, 769 
Book of Mysteries 802, 820 
Book of Origins 13-15 
Book of the Watchers 566,794, 1285-6 
Book of Zerubabbel 799 
Books of the Annals of the Kings of Israel/ 
Judah 233 
Booths, Feast of see Feast of Booths 
boundaries 
Judah’s territories 169-70 
law in Deuteronomy 149 
bowls, seven in Revelation 1299 
Box, G. H. 775 
Bozrah 719 
Branch Davidian Sect 471 
bread 
breaking of 1033, 1053 
disciples’ need go1-2 
feeding the five thousand 899 
ofheaven 972-3 
Last Supper 916, 955 
Lord’s Prayer 943 
statute regarding 121 
intemple 106 
bribes, proverbs 415 
bridegroom allegory 892 
Brownlee, W.H. 648 
Bruce, F. F. 1072-3 
Bryennios MS 1308, 1310, 1311, 1314 
Bull El (El) 576 
burial 
Ecclesiastes 427 
food offerings on graves 629-30, 687 
importance 450 
esus’ 992-6 
<indness tothedead 675 
burning bush 71 
burnt offerings 96 
Buzi 537 
Byblos 384 


Cabirus 1200, 1207 
Caesar 787, 911, 953, 1057-8, 1322 
Caesarea 1041-2, 1054, 1056-9 
Caesarea Philippi 865, 902 
Caiaphas 982, 993-4 
Cain 44-5 
1John 1277-8 
Jude 1286 
Targum Pseudo-Jonathan 810-11 
Wisdom of Solomon 661 
Cairo Geniza 667, 668, 697 
Caleb 170, 178, 179 
inheritance 169, 172 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 695 
spy mission 120 
calendars 
Book of Jubilees 794 
1 Enoch 801, 820 
Passover 75-6 
Seleucid empire 712 
Sirach 694 
calf, golden see golden calves 
Caligula 623, 652, 664, 773, 791, 1217 
Callisthenes 743 
Calvin, John 333 
Cambyses (king of Persia) 315, 757, 763 
Cana 965 
see also Capernaum 
Canaan (land) 
Abraham in 53 
Amorites (original inhabitants) 583, 589 
boundaries 133 
burial of Sarah 54 
covenant 51-2 


INDEX 1352 


persecution 895, 1038, 1069-70, 1148 
Revelation 1288, 1290 


Canaan (land) (cont.) charis (grace) 1269-70 
Genesis 40 charisma, Paul 1145-6, 1149 


and Israel (kingdom) 242 charity 672-3, 686, 689, 855-6 phoenix in early literature 1314 
Israelite conquest of 133, 138-9, 176-7, Charmis 637 Prayer of Manasseh 771 
178-82 Chaspo 747 priesthood of all believers 482 

patriarchs 48 Chebar 537 psalms 357 

Canaan (son of Ham) 47, 809 Cheleoudites 632 Rome 1288, 1322 

Canaanites Chemosh 193, 249-50, 38.4, 523 Septuagint 618 
Asherah 577, 578 Cherethites 220, 224, 227, 235, 552 Servant Songs 476 
Baal 571, 573-7 cherubim 44 slaves 1197 


conquestof Jerusalem by David 217, 662-3 Ezekiel (book) 542 
divine warrior 560 on mercy seat 117 superiority over earthly rule 1321 
E] (Bull El) (supreme god) 576 in sanctuary 86 symbolism and idolatry 466, 470 
genealogy of 47 Solomon’s temple 238, 283,285 syncretism 1325 


strength of early church 1328 


and Isaac 55-6 childbirth 94,100 true people of covenant 1312 
Israelite conquest 125, 178-82 children unity 1104, 1105, 1173 
mixed marriage in post-exilic Jerusalem 317, in authority 441 universal salvation 471 

767 cult of the departed child 664 virginity 445 


sexual relationships 102-3 
Shechemites 59-Go 


woman in Matthew’s gospel 804, 864 


cannibalism 475 


discipline 687 

folly 681 

ofGod 962-3 

household rules in Ephesians 1177 


water of life 1306 

wisdom literature 800 
Wisdom of Solomon 651-2, 653 
worship 1129-30 


canon 3-4 humility 905 Christianity-Judaism 1311, 1312, 1313, 1314, 1315 
apocryphal Acts of the Apostles 1324-5, 1328 impious 678-9 Christmas 380, 391, 437 
biblical criticism 3 killing by Pharaoh 69-70 Christology 


gospels 1316, 1317 
James (book) 1257 
letters of Paul 1083 
Old Testament 5-6 
psalms 358 
heology 1327 
Cantemus Cuncti 404 
Capernaum 890, 933, 1018-20 
Capharsalama 722 
Carchemish 138, 306, 487, 522 
Carlson, R.A. 199 
Carmel, Mount 245-6, 352 
Carmonians 789 
Carnaim 719,747 
Carneades 692 
carpe diem 424,427 
Carpus 1220 
Carroll, R. P. 443 
Casiphia 316, 766 
Cassander 1200 
Castor and Pollux 1208 
casuisticlaw 29, 30, 82 
catalepsy of nature 1319 
Catalogue of the Sixty Books 1311 
cattle, red heifer ritual 123-4 
caution, Sirach 675, 679 
celibacy 
apocryphal texts 1326-7, 1329 
ofJeremiah 503 
Matthew’s Gospel 868-9 
Paul 1118-19 
Celts, Galatians 743 
Cenchreae 1051 
Cendebeus 732 
census 
David 229-30, 278, 282 
Levites 114-15 
Numbers 111, 113-14, 129-30 
Romans in Judea 623, 928-9 
Cephas see Peter 
cereal offering 96-7, 98 
Chabris 637 
Chaldeans 520 
agents of God’s justice Go2 
invasion of Jerusalem 515 
Job 334 
The Letter of Jeremiah 704 
use ofterm 40, 42, 48, 565 


chaos, seaas symbol of 787, 857, 896, 938 


Chapters of the Fathers 800, 817-18 


kingdom of God 950-1 
Mark’s Gospel 905, 907 
Matthew’s Gospel 867, 868, 869 
Paul 1120 
preference for male to female 681 
of promise 1100 
receiving of 907 
sacrifice of 103, 146, 149, 548 
Sirach 675, 678-9, 681, 687 
social relations 675 
Childs, B. S. 32, 358 
China 474 
Christ see Jesus; Messiah 
Christ Group, redemption into 1265 
Christ hymn 1106 
Christian—Jewish Gospels 1315 
Christianity 
see also church 
allegories rooted in politics 432 
anthologies 795 
apocalyptic literature 783, 798, 799 
Apocrypha 618, 619, 1327 
authority ofthe emperor 1223 
baptism 986 
clergy in early church 1310 
commentary 793 
contrasted with Judaism 1155 
Cretan 1231 
divine revelation 514 
early texts 1199 
eschatology 783, 1117 
2Esdras 775,776, 777, 783 
exhortations by Paul 1173 
fasting customs 1309 
Gentile converts 1188 
Gentiles included in message of 
Gospel 1041-2, 1046-7 
growth and development 1074 
household rules 1176-7 
Isaiah 437 
Jewish 1182, 1231 
laws 1087 
liturgy 803 
living the life 1268 
Lord’s supper 1126 
4 Maccabees 790-1 
martyrdom 714 
model for conduct in Ephesians 1175 
new humanity in Ephesians 1170 
origins, Paul 1062 


Christ as Son and High Priest 1244 
Colossians 1191 
Hebrews (book) 1238, 1240 


incarnation and suffering of the Son 1239 


James (book) 1255, 1259 


Johannine 961, 963, 972, 991, 1012-13 


John’s Gospel 1012-13 
king of peace 613 

Lamb 1293 

Luke’s Gospel 931 

Mark’s Gospel 887 
Matthew’s Gospel 846, 1009 
Messiahship of Jesus 1155 
non-Jewish influences 1186 
Philippians 1180, 1185 
Psalms 1034, 1045 
Revelation 1290 

Song of Solomon 429 

2 Thessalonians 1218 
Wisdom of Solomon 651-2 


Chronicles of Jerahmeel 705, 706, 708 
1 Chronicles 267-83 


dating of P 18 


relationship to 2 Esdras 625, 751-2, 753 


relationship to Ezra and Nehemiah 
(books) 309, 311 


2 Chronicles 267-8, 283-308 


dating of P 18 
last kings of Judah 755-6 
Passover under king Josiah 754-5 


relationshipto 2 Esdras 625, 751-2, 753 


relationship to Ezra and Nehemiah 
(books) 309, 311 


relationship to Prayer of Manasseh 625, 


O-1 


77 
Chrysippus 688, 692 
Chrysostom 1184, 1204 
church 


Antioch 1042 
apostolic talent 1147 
belongs to God 1115 
birth of 862-7 
body of Christ 1174 
characteristics 836 
common life 1034-5 


Corinthian 836-7, 1109, 1115, 1135-6, 1150, 


1231 
early developments 837-8, 1314 
Ephesians 1166, 1169, 1173 
Galatia 1072 


groupings 837 
growth 1033, 1040 
itinerant-settled shift 838 
Jesus’ instructions 867-8 
Jesus’ prayer for the future 992 
Jewish origins 836, 839 
leadership 1114-15 
location of early churches 1314 
Mark’s Gospel 922 
Matthew’s Gospel 862-7 
messages to churches in Revelation 1288, 
1291-2 
obscurity 839 
organization in Pastoral Epistles 1220-1, 
1223-7 
prayer 1034 
rolein Revelation 1295 
rural setting 837 
scattering 1038 
symbolised by boats 1326 
time span 837 
urban setting 838 
Cicero 664, 1199 
circumcision 
Abraham's covenant 52 
Christianity 1047, 1054-5 
conversion of Achior 633, 634, 640 
Ephesians 1170 
Galatians 1156, 1157, 1163, 1164-5 
for Gentile proselytes 1069, 1072 
Jesus’ teaching 975 
Jewish identity 1119 
Luke’s Gospel 928 
Maccabean revolt 713,715, 741 
march on Jericho 162-3 
participation in covenant 1086-7 
Philippians 1188 
as spiritual commitment 493 
of Timothy 1048 
Zipporah 72 
cities 
conquered by Israel 168 
destruction of 455 
levitical 172-3 
refuge 133-4, 140, 149, 172 
civil authority, Romans (book) 1104 
civil disobedience, by apostles 1035 
civil law 103, 150 
1Clement 619, 633, 651, 652 
Clement (of Alexandria) 659, 1308, 1311, 1314 
Clement (ofRome) 1182 
Cleopatra I 727 
Cleopatra II 774 
clergy, in early Christian Church 1310 
Clines, David 13, 32 
Code of Hammurabi 8, 29-30, 82, 106, 108, 
147, 150 
Codex Alexandrinus 626, 633, 773, 1313-14 
Codex Ambrosianus 776 
Codex Ardmachanus 1328 
Codex Basiliano-Vaticanus 633 
Codex Bezae 1307, 1308 
Codex Cavensis 1328 
Codex Claromontanus 1311 
Codex Corbeiensis 1312 
Codex Fuldensis 1328 
Codex Hierosolymitanus 1312 
Codex Sangermanensis 784 
Codex Sinaiticus 1311, 1312 
Baruch (book) 699, 700 
Judith (book) 633 
as source of Shepherd of Hermas 1314 
Tobit (book) 626, 629 
Codex Vaticanus 626-7, 633 
Codex Venetus 626-7, 773 


1353 


codices, post-Biblical Jewish literature 795 
Colenso, John 14-15 
collection for the saints 

commitment of Corinth 1143-5 

Paul 1132, 1134, 1149-50 

Paul’s visitto Jerusalem 1071 
Colossae 1191, 1292 
Colossians (book) 1073, 1078, 1165, 1191-9 
comforters of Job 341 
commandments 

see alsoTen Commandments 

Mark’s Gospel g11-12 

new 1275 

wisdom, Sirach 671 
commentary 

critical 1, 2 

post-Biblical Jewish literature 793-4, 807-11 

reasons for using 1 

use of The Oxford Bible Commentary 4-5 
community 

benefits from prophecy 1129 

ethic 1105 

honour 1144, 1150 

instructions in Pastoral Epistles 1232 
Community Rule see Rule of the Community 
compensation 83, 106, 859 
complementary opposites, Sirach 668, 669, 

676, 688, 693 

comprehension, human 424, 426, 427 
confession 

Ezra and the mixed marriages 321, 767-8 

and forgiveness of sins 1278 

Jeremiah (book) 498, 501 

Mark’s Gospel go02 

Matthew’s Gospel 859, 881 

Prayer of Manasseh 770 

proverbs 421 

Psalms (book) 366, 375 

of sin by Zion 599 

triadic structure 1173 

true and false 1278-9 
Coniah 507 
conquest model of history of Israel 176-7 
consecration 

firstborn 75, 76 

Levites 108-9, 117 

nazirites 116 

of tabernacle 117 
consolation 

Paul 1142 

speech of before Jesus’ departure 989 
Consolation, Little Book of 512 
consolation-affliction antithesis 1136 
conversion 

apocryphal texts 1324 

attained through prophecy 1129 

Colossians 1193 

Cornelius 1041-2 

to Judaism 634,640 

non-believers 1119, 1142 

Philippian jailor 1049 

Saul (Paul) on road to Damascus 1039-40, 

1055-6, 1058, 1155 

Coote, Robert 177 
Coptic Church 3, 1310, 1314, 1322 
Corinth 836 

church 836-7, 1109, 1135-6, 1150, 1200, 1231 

Paul 1050-1, 1077, 1213 
1 Corinthians 1073, 1108-33 

authorship 1108 
2 Corinthians 1073, 1134-51 

authenticity 1134, 1141-2 

collection for the Saints 1134, 1143-5, 1149-50 
Cornelius 1041 
cornfields 892, 934 


INDEX 


cosmic mountain 787-8 
cosmicrealm 612 
cosmogony, Israelite 352 
cosmology 
anger of YHWH 155 
apocalyptic literature 798 
creation 42-3 
Council of Trent 619, 751 
countenance of God 116-17 
covenant 
see also ark 
abandoned by monarchy 507 
Abraham 40, 49, 50—2,70, I159, 1290 
apostasy as breach of 148 
Asa king of Judah 291-2 
broken by Israel 88 
circumcision as mark of 162 
collapse through disloyalty 499 
cosmic 455 
David 200, 235, 259, 277 
withdeath 654 
endurance 515 
ethical decrees of YHWH 392 
Exodus 68 
faithfulness 179 
with Gibeon 166 
golden calf 89-90 
Isaiah 439 
Jeremiah (book) 498-506 
Judaism 1065-6 
justice and righteousness 337 
Lord’s Supper 1127 
membership of community 479, 480 
Moab 153 
monarchy 206, 383 
at Mount Horeb 140 
Nehemiah 321-2 
new 514-15, 986-7, 1138, 1247-8, 1249-50 
Noah 46-7 
and oath 153 
obedience to 499 
Pauland the Corinthians 1138 
Pentateuch 13 
Prayer of Manasseh 771-2 
Qumran community 822 
renewal 395 
restoration 439 
atShechem 174-5 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 694-5 
Ten Commandments 80-2 
transferred from Israel to Christians 777 
virtues 376 
YHWH andanimalworld 573 
YHWH and Israel at Sinai 84 
covenant, ark of the see ark 
Covenant, Book of the see Book of the Covenant 
covetousness 82, 141, 1096 
creation 41, 42-4 
being saved through Christ 1098, 1099 
chaos 787 
Christ’s role 1237-8, 1239 
death 784-5 
described by YHWH 351 
the Flood 47 
function of Word in 962 
goodness of 692 
imperfection of 782 
Isaiah (book) 449 
J source 26 
Jeremiah’s vision of destruction 493 
Mesopotamian myth 337 
new 1165 
number and measure 662 
out ofnothing 742 
Philo 807-8 


INDEX 


creation (cont.) 
praise of 693-4 
pre-existence of matter 662 
Proverbs (book) 408 
sea monster 782 
source criticism 16-17 
wisdom 679, 683 
Wisdom of Solomon 651, 662 
Creator 
bestows life 339 
Prayer of Manasseh 771 
questions by Elihu 350 
‘Creator of Light’ 823 
creeds 
Christian 1130-1 
Exodus 142 
Hexateuch 12, 22-3 
Crescens 1231 
Crete 552, 1059, 1220, 1231 
criticism 1-3 
see also source criticism 
Pentateuch 15-25 
Crocus 1234 
cross 
climax of Jesus’ ministry 957 
message ofthe 1112, 1128, 1139 
suffering and sacrifice 1094 
cross-bearing 
disciples 903, 939, 947 
Simon of Cyrene 919 
crucifixion 
attitudes towards 1112 
John’s Gospel 993, 995-6 
Luke’s Gospel 923, 957-8 
Mark’s Gospel 903, 919-20 
Matthew’s Gospel 884 
Pastoral Epistles 1233 
Ctesias 310 
cult prostitutes 574, 703-4,741 
cults 93-5, 460 
astral 139-40 
Eleusis 1218 
imperial 1188 
Israelite 93-5, 144-6, 263, 460 
Jerusalem 368 
kingdom of Israel 260 
psalms 404 
ruler-cult 664 
supplanted by new covenant 1250 
Tammuz 541-2 
Thessalonica 1200, 1203, 1207 
cup 
Last Supper 916, 955 
sorrow, Matthew’s gospel 871, 880 
suffering, Mark’s gospel 908 
curds andhoney 445 
curses 
Balak and Israel 126-8 
consequences of disobedience 152-3 
Deuteronomic 512 
for disobedience 107-8 
Jeremiah (book) 498-9, 506 
proverbs 420 
Cush (Benjaminite) 369 
Cushan (Cushanrishathaim) 603 
Cushites 290-1 
Cyaxares (king) 632 
Cynics 1120, 1204 
Cyprus 553 
Cyrus (king of Persia) 433 
Bel and the Dragon 709 
destruction of Jemsalem 759 
edict 272, 307, 308, 311, 314-15, 753, 750-7, 
763-4 
friend of Israel 465, 470-1 


1354 


instrument of YHWH 471, 472 
restoration of temple 754, 762-3 
Zoroastrianism 472 


Dagon 188, 203, 273, 727 
Damascus 
Ahab of Israel 247 
Amos (book) 582-3 
Aramean kingdom 451 
conversion of Saul (Paul) 1039-40 
David's conquest of 220 
Elisha 252-3 
Jeremiah 524 
Paul 1065, 1070, 1155 
Syro-Ephraimite War 259 
Tiglath-pileser III 571 
war between Antiochus VI and Demetrius 
Il 728 
Damascus Document 678,797, 804, 812-13, 
824-5 
Dan (shrine) 242, 255, 288, 628 
Dan (son of Jacob) 57 
Dan (tribe) 65,172, 188-9, 269, 272 
Dandamaev, M. 310, 314-15, 318 
Dan’el 335, 544-5 
Daniel 
Bel and the Dragon 706, 709-10 
Ezekiel (book) 544 
lions den 566-7, 706, 710 
Revelation 1297, 1305 
Susanna 709 
Daniel (book) 415, 563-71 
see also Additions to Daniel 
apocalyptic literature 798, 1287 
den oflions 566-7 
and 4 Ezra 786,788 
greatsea 787,788 
historical context 563-4 
history of world as heavenly conflict 568-9 
Jeremiah’s prophecy 568 
language of 563 
law of the Godof 567 
predetermination 570 
Dante Alighieri 397, 1329 
Darius (king of Persia) 310, 320, 342, 607, 
752-4, 758-60, 762-4 
Darius III (king of Persia) 713 
Darius the Mede 450, 566, 568 
darkness 
crucifixion 919-20, 957 
opposed to light in Johannine dualism 
1275 
Dathema 718 
Datis 738 
daughters 
confined to the home 685 
metaphor for fallen city 472 
shame 693 
Zion 435, 438, 529 
David (king) 
and Absalom 223-6 
administration ofkingdom 282 
Amnon and Tamar 222-3 
ark of the covenant 218-19, 274-7, 393, 401 
Bathsheba 221-2 
Blessing of Jacob 65 
capture of Jerusalem 217-18, 396 
census 278, 282 
chosen by YHWH 610 
Chronicles 267, 269-70, 273-83 
covenant 200, 391, 478 
Ecclesiastes 423 
faith in YHWH 368 
Goliath 208-9, 210, 228 
History of David’s Rise 198, 207-18 


lastwords 229 

love of God for 243 
Messiah’s descent from 787 
mighty warrior 184 

Nob 210-11 

Philistine 213-14 

plague 229-30 


psalins 227, 357, 358, 359, 373, 377» 393, 403, 


773 
Ruth (book) 192 
Samuel (books) 197 
Saul 207-15, 370, 384 
sin 381 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 695 
Solomon 235 
Song of Thanksgiving 228-9 
sons of 269-70 
succession narrative 198-9, 219, 220-7 
temple 219, 237, 278-9, 282-3 
David (son of Jesse) 360 
Davidic line 
see also Son of David 
1 Chronicles 269 
Ezekiel (book) 547-8, 558 
Luke's Gospel 927 
Matthew’s Gospel 848, 849, 865 
Messiah 448, 787, 912, 1045 
Day of Atonement 95, 102, 106, 807 
day of judgement 605, 784, 785, 1270-4, 
1330 
Day, L. 643 
Day of YHWH 
Amos (book) 586, 588 
apocalyptic 449-50 
cultic origins 586 
Haggai (book) 609 
Isaiah (book) 440, 441, 445 
Joel (book) 579, 580, 581 
Malachi (book) 617 
Micah (book) 598 
Obadiah (book) 592 
vengeance on disobedient 598 
Zechariah (book) 614-15 
Zephaniah (book) 605 
deacons 1225 
dead 
baptism on behalf of the 1131 
kindness to the 675 
mouming for 691 
preaching to 1268 
Sheol 450 
Dead Sea scrolls 


see also names of individual scrolls; Qumran 


anthologies 795 
apocalyptic literature 799 
Apocrypha 620 

authors of 624 

Book of Jubilees 794 
divorce 674 

1 Enoch 794 

Esther (book) 325 
Ezekiel scroll 536 

Ezra 308 

Hebrew Scriptures 7 
Isaiah 434 

Jeremiah (book) 489 
Jerusalem 444 

Jewish groups in Egypt 474 
liturgy 803, 822 

magic 802 

Nahum pesher Goo 
physiognomy 802, 820-1 
Prayer of Manasseh 771 
prayers 802, 821-2 
Psalm 151, 773 


rules 804 

Samuel (books) 196 

Sirach 668, 670 

Song of Moses 155-6 

Song of Solomon 430 

Tobit (book) 621, 626, 627,632 

Wicked Priest 726 

wisdom literature 800-1, 818-19 
deaf mute, healing go1 
death 

see also afterlife; burial; dead; life after death 

adultery 411 

Amos (book) 585-6 

bringing back to life 250, 981-2 

Canaanite mythology 456 

Colossians 1195 

degeneration 428 

divine mercy 679 

Elijah 245, 248-9 

God’s powerover 1132 

ashunter 414 

immortality 655-6 

Jesus’ 981-2, 983, 992-6 

Job 341 

Lazarus 981-2 

liberation from fear of 1240 

mourming 426, 497 

as natural end 692-3 

premature 656-7 

psalms 403 

punishment after 656, 671, 679, 684-5 

Revelation 1291 

ritual purity 102, 123-4 

sin 778-9, 1094 

sometimes a good thing 687, 693 

valley of darkness 374 

Wisdom of Solomon 654-5 
Deborah (grandmother of Tobit) 628 
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determinism 688, 819 
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inclusion in Pentateuch 39 
introductory overview 135-7 
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Diblaim 572 
Dibon 523 
Didache 839, 852, 855, 1306, 1308-11 
didactic literature 626, 627, 652 
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Dinah (wife of Job) 335 
Diocles see Zabdiel 
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disobedience 
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Divine Warrior 181, 690, 736, 787-8 
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Bill of Divorce 811 
Jesus’ teaching 854, 868, go6-7 
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Paul 1118-19 
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Sirach 684, 685 
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Jude 1287 
1Peter 1268 
psalms 405 
Revelation 1290 
dragon, Revelation 1296-7 
dreamers, psalms 399 
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Antiochus II 569 
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futility of seeking help from 459, 460 
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Job (book) 331 
psalms 373 
supreme Canaanite god 576 
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Elam 52.4, 555 
Elath 259, 301 
elders 
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commissioning of Joshua 130 

death of 175 
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Eliab 208 
Eliakim see Jehoiakim 
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coming of in Malachi (book) 617 
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reappearance, Mark’s gospel 904 

Revelation 1295 

Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 695-6 

transfiguration 866, 904, 940 
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end of the world 781-2 
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enthronement 
psalms 361, 392-3 
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445, 451 
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return to Zion 513 
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Wisdom of Solomon 650, 654-5 
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Esar-haddon 136, 146, 152, 313, 628 
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Didache 1309, 1311 
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history as content for 613 
James (book) 1255 
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949-59, 1031 
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Matthew’s Gospel 853, 859, 877-8 
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realized 1087 
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Revelation 1294 
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Golah List 312 
inclusion in Apocrypha 618, 619 
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2 Esdras 775-89 
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authorship of 621 
date of composition 620 
historical background 625 
inclusion in Apocrypha 618, 619 
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Maccabean revolt 715 
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wisdom literature 800 
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Jesus’ statement on 973 
John’s Gospel 988 
Euergetes 667,670 
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eunuchs 479, 1039 
Euodia 1189 
Euphrates 501, 526, 1191, 1299 
Eupolemus 723, 736 
Eusebius 736,790 
Eusebius of Caesarea 1308, 1311 
Eutychus 1053 
evangelism 
aggressive 1267 
Ephesians 1174 
Luke’s Gospel 924-5 
Paul 1075, 1106 
Philip in Samaria 1038 
Eve 43-4 
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deception by the serpent 1147 
origin of sin, Sirach 679, 684-5 
Pastoral Epistles 1224 
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Eve (cont.) parallels with early prophets 535 false worship 
2 Thessalonians 1218 themes 536-7 by Israel (people) 451, 484 
evil Ezekiel (prophet) goddess Asherah 451 
conquered by Christ’s suffering 1267-8 Allegory of the Cedar 546 Isaiah (book) 438, 439, 440, 448 
human inclination for 778, 779, 782-3, condemns false prophets 543-4 family 
801 distrust of monarch 562 in Decalogue commandments 141 
Last Battle 787-8 dumbness 539, 551 incitement to apostasy 146 
origins of 678 exile in Babylon 534 lawin Deuteronomy 149-50 
Proverbs (book) 407 Israel’s initial election 548 Sirach 670 
Revelation 1296 Jehoiachin 265 famine 540, 1042-3, 1072 
spirit of 800-1, 818-19 new Jerusalem 1304 fasting 
evil heart 778, 779, 780, 783 physical translocation 541 association with unacceptable behaviour 480 
the evil one see devil rage 539 Christianity 1309 
Exagoge (Ezekiel the Tragedian) 805-6, 826 sentinel for Israel 539, 555 Esther 327-8 
exaltation 1111, 1238 Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 696 fifthmonth 612 
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from synagogues 978 status 535 Luke’s Gospel 950 
kingdom of God 1117 symbolic actions 535 Mark’s Gospel 892 
excommunication, at Corinth 1116 visions 538, 558, 567 Matthew’s Gospel 858 
exegesis wife’s death 551 psalms 394 
Exodus (book) 69 witnesses new temple 560 enth month 613 
Hebrews (book) as 1237 Ezekiel the Tragedian 805, 826 heme in apocryphal texts 1327 
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Old Testament 32 authorship of Ezra and Nehemiah 309 Ephesians 1172 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 793-4 confessional prayer 321 esus 984, 991-2 
prophecy 611 dating Ezraand Nehemiah (books) 310 revealed by the Word become flesh 963 
Exile see Babylonian exile 2Esdras 626,775,778-89 Sirach 673, 681, 697 
existence mixed marriage 316-18, 321, 766-9 andthe Son 967, 970 
he flesh and the spirit 1098 reading the Torah 320-1 2 Thessalonians 1215 
imited nature of 1139 restoration of thelaw 788-9 Wisdom of Solomon 655 
pagan idols 1121 return to Jerusalem 315-16, 764-9 fathers 
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historicity 67-8 Ezra (book) 308-18 imagery of psalms 364-5 
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Philippians 1186 and Chronicles 267 ‘Faults of Women’ 685 
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theology 68-9 origins ofsin 678 Sirach 671, 680, 684, 688 
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Wisdom of Solomon 661-2, 663, 664-6 6 Ezra (book) 775, 776, 777, 789 Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) 183, 286-7, 398, 
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Abraham 51 fairness 84,149, 150-1 Deuteronomy 148 
Amos (book) 589 faith hymn of praise 385 
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Daniel’s prayer 568 definition in Hebrews (book) 1251 Leviticus 106 
Ezekiel (book) 542,548 Ephesians 1166, 1178, 1179 2 Maccabees 736 
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exorcism Jesuson 984 feeding the four thousand 864, 901 
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Matthew’s Gospel 857, 860, 866 no faith without works 1259 life in early church 1033 
atPhilippi 1049 revelation of 1160 psalms 372 
exordia, Hebrews (book) 1237-8 1 Thessalonians 1202-3, 1206 ferninism 
expiation 2 Thessalonians 1218 Esther (book) 325 
atonement 96 victory over the world 1279-80 female imagery for YHWH, Hosea (book) 577 
history of sacrifice 93-4 working through love 1163 Hosea (book) 572 
for unresolved murder 149 faithfulness 408 post-critical biblical stndy 2-3 
expulsion, Roman Jews 1084, 1085, 1109 exemplified by Jesus 1240-1 Ruth (book) 192 
external appearances, judging by 1140 faith and 602 sexual violence in Nahum (book) 600, 601 
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Mark’s Gospel 915 
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Festus 1057-8 
fig tree 872, 909-10, 914, 945 
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First Fruits, Festival of see Feast of Weeks 
first and last 905 
firstborn 
consecration of 75, 76 
Levitical laws 108-9 
numbering of Israel 115 
fish 
feeding the five thousand 899 
Tobias and 627, 630 
fishermen, disciples 889 
The Five Scrolls 429 
flesh 
contrasted with Spirit 1163-4 
weakness of the mortal body 1096 
‘flies of death’ 428 
Flood 17, 45, 46-7, 478, 809 
flour, offerings 96, 98, 105 
flying scroll, Zechariah’s vision 612 
folktales 
Esther (book) as 326 
mother andher seven sons 741-2 
Sarah and Asmodeus 629 
folly 
contrast with wisdom 680-1 
Ecclesiastes 425, 426, 427 
personification as woman 411 
food 564 
see also banquets 
Book of the Covenant 84 
clean and uncleananimals 99-100 
corruption ofthe body 1118 
kosher 484, 634, 639 
laws 1085, 1105 
laws in Deuteronomy 146 
Lord’s Supper 1127 
mealofferings 96, 98 
purity goo 
sacrificial 1108, 1110, 1120-2, 1125 
fools, proverbs 414, 419-20 
Fool's Speech 1146-9 
footwashing 936-7, 983, 985-6 
foreign nations 
see also Oracles Against the Nations 
judgement of, Isaiah 440, 457 
members of covenant community 479 
priests and Levites 484 
salvation of 481-2 
foreigners 
antagonism towards, Sirach 690 
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mixed marriage in post-exilic 
Jerusalem 316-18, 766-9 
post-exilic Jews fear of 313, 314, 323 
redeemed but subordinate 481 
forgetfulness 
Ecclesiastes 427 
of God towards his people 474 
forgiveness 
confession of sins 772, 1275 
Ephesians 1175 
Paul’s synagogue speech 1045 
prayer for 375 
proclaimed by Peter on DayofPentecost 1032 
psalm 390 
ofsins 377 
Luke’s Gospel 934, 936-7, 943, 957 
Matthew’s Gospel 845, 867-8 
Paul 1080 
Sirach 680, 686 
under newcovenant 1248 
form criticism 2, 21-2 
founding churches, Paul 1073, 1107 
four beasts, Daniel’s vision of 567 
four horsemen vision, Zechariah (book) 612 
Fourth Philosophy 624 
Fox, M. V. 642 
Fragmentary Hypothesis 16 
Fragments of Papias 1308 
fragrance, presence of God 1137 
Francis, St. 479 
frankincense and gold 481 
free will 
conflict with God’s foreknowledge 782 
Fall 784 
omnipotence of God t1101 
punishment of wicked 785 
sin 678, 1095 
Sirach 669-70, 678 
freedom, Christian liberty 1117-18 
Friends of God 659 
friendship 
proverbs 415 
Sirach 673, 675, 676-7, 681, 690-1 
frustration, Ecclesiastes 423 
Funk, R. 1205-6 
frture 
see also apocalypse; eschatology 
2 Corinthians 1140 
Ecclesiastes 428 
4Ezra 780, 781, 782, 786 
foretold by apocalpse texts 1330 


Gabael 631 
Gabriel (angel) 563, 568, 631, 927 
Gad (country) 237, 529 
Gad (prophet) 210, 229-30, 278 
Gad (son of Jacob) 57 
Gad (tribe) 
Blessing of Jacob 65 
1 Chronicles 270, 282 
and David 274 
land settlement 132, 161 
Gaius 1282-3 
Galatia 
churches, relationship with Paul 1161 
comparison with Colossae 1192 
Paul’s first missionary journey 1044 
Galatians (book) 1052-165 
church characteristics 837 
introduction and overview 1152-3 
justification by faith 1080 
letters from Paul 1153 
Paul’s visits to Jerusalem 1069, 1072 
position in chronology 1072, 1073 
style of content 1076 
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Galatians (people) 722,743 
Galilee 574 
Hasmonean rule 730 
Jesus in 930-40, 996 
Maccabean revolt 718, 723 
war between Antiochus VI and Demetrius 
Il 728 
Galling, K. 267, 312 
Gallio 1051, 1072 
Gamaliel 1035, 1069 
gatekeepers 273, 280, 281, 303 
Gath 203, 210, 213, 383 
gathering of the nations, Isaiah (book) 481 
Gaventa, Beverley 1107 
Gaza 583,728 
Gazara 730, 732,745 
Geba 206 
Gebalites 237 
Gedaliah 264-5, 487, 519-20, 523, 534 
Ge’ez 794 
Gehazi 250, 251, 252 
Gehenna 1322 
Gelasian Decree 1325 
gematria 1312-13 
gender 
seealsowomen 
hierarchy 1126 
Judith 634-5, 638, 639 
Song of Solomon 431, 432 
genealogy 
Aaron and Moses 72-3 
Abraham 48, 55 
Cain 45 
Chronicles 268, 269, 270, 271-2 
Genesis 39, 40, 47-8 
Jesus 848-9, 931 
Judith 637-8 
Rebekah 54 
Seth 45 
table of the nations 47-8 
Genesis 38-66 
1Chronicles 269 
dating of 39-40, 41-2 
the fall 1094 
Pentateuch 38-9 
Philo 807-8 
relationship to 1 Enoch 794 
righteousness by faith 1ogo 
Sirach 679 
source 17 
Genesis Apocryphon 675,794 
Gentiles 
acceptance intoJudaism 1068, 1069, 1106, 
1156 
Apostolic Council deliberations 1046-7 
children of Abraham 1093 
circumcision 1087 
compelled to live like Jews 1157-8 
equal membership 1062 
evangelism 1103 
Godfearers 1041 
God’s concern with 593 
God’s justification of 1159 
Hasmoneans and 711 
idolatry 1090 
inclusion in message of Gospel 1041-2, 
1046-7 
Jesus’ contact with tora 
Jewish perspective in Ephesians 1174-5 
and Jews eating together 1157 
Judas Maccabeus 718-19 
justification by faith 1080 
new humanity in Ephesians 1170-1 
offering of 1106 
Paul 1073, 1155, 1224 


INDEX 


Gentiles (cont.) 
Philippians 1179, 1188 
post-exilic Jews 762-3, 766-9 
propitiation of 791-2 
as sinners 1158 
1 Thessalonians 1200 
Titus 1156 
Gerar 49, 53, 55-6 
Gerasenes 897, 938 
Gerizim, Mount 165-G, 183, 285, 633, 696 
Geron the Athenian 740 
Gerranians 748 
Gershom 271, 276 
Gershonites 115, 279-80, 281 
Gerstenberger, E. S. 102, 103, 104 
Geshem the Arab 319 
Geshur 215-16 
Geshurites 213 
Gethsemane 880, 917, 984, 993, 1024-6 
Gezer 239 
gezera shewa 1242 
giants 
Baruch (book) 702 
fall oftheangels 808-9 
fought by David 228 
Rephaim 138-9 
Gibea 272 
Gibeah 189-90, 205, 206 
Gibeon 
1Chronicles 272 
David 276, 277 
sacrificial site 278 
Solomon 236, 239, 284 
Gibeonites 166, 220, 227-8, 272 
Gideon 177, 182-4, 39°, 447, 603 
Gihon 380, 386, 562 
Gilboa, Mount 214,215 
Gilead 
ephthah 185 
Laban and Jacob 58 
Maccabean revolt 718-19, 746-7 
Pekah’s rebellion 571, 575, 577 
Gilgal 585 
aetiology of name 163 
Hosea’s rejection of 574, 576, 577 
memorial stones 162 
role relative to Shiloh 171 
setting for psalm 385 
Gilgamesh see Epic of Gilgamesh 
Gilgamesh, enjoyment 677 
Girzites 213 
Gittih 359 
Gittite 359 
glorification 
of Christ’s followers 1239-40 
Jesus 984, 985-99 
ofthe Son 1239 
glory 
for believers 1113 
earthly body 1132 
future 589 
God 1172 
Pastoral Epistles 1229 
suffering 1098 
1 Thessalonians 1204 
glory, king of 374 
glossolalia 1032 
gnos (knowledge) 1272 
Gnosticism 1227, 1306 
apocryphal texts 1318, 1324, 1326 
influence on Christianity 1325 
library at Nag Hammadi 1329 
Pastoral Epistles 1229 
Philippians 1188 
2 Thessalonians 1214 
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goats 97-8, 101-2 
God 
see also El Elyon; El Shaddai; YHWH 
accusations against 379, 474 
anger of 443, 469, 476, 509, 1176 
army of 579, 580-1 
character of 68-9, 337 
children of 962-3, 1277 
countenance of 116-17 
covenants of 50-2, 55, 376, 1093, 1159 
creation 42-4, 373, 692, 693-4, 771, 778-9, 
1050 
discipline of 336 
faithfulness of 390, 599 
the Father 655, 673, 681, 697, 963, 967, 970, 
984, 991-2, 1172, 1215 
fear of 141, 425, 426-7, 671, 680, 684, 688 
hiddenness of 154, 155 
holiness of 79-80, 437 
impartiality of 1041-2, 1091 
incomprehensibility of 424-5 
inscrutability of 595 
intervention of 711,716 
Israel 151, 241, 258, 380 
jealousy of 141,142,143 
judgement of 1261, 1294-5 
justice 52, 110-11, 349, 414, 500, 617, 
689-90, 778 
kingdom of see Kingdom of God 
knowledge of 1131, 1181-2, 1275 
love of 580, 662, 1175, 1279 
mercy of 140, 595, 662, 672, 673, 1100-1 
monarchy 197, 198, 200, 203-6, 268 
as mother 467 
names of 13, 17, 65, 439, 443, 447; 530, 1290 
omnipotence 1101 
omnipresence 402 
omniscience 693 
patience of 597 
power of 370, 388, 504, 525, 1033, 1132, 1170 
promises of 40, 49-50, 616, 1245 
protection of 372, 379, 382, 418, 451 
punishment 343, 755,778 
revelation of 71, 1237 
righteousness 1085, 1089-90, 1092, 1099, 
1103 
salvation of 372, 475-6, 1221 
Saviour 1222 
seed of 1277 
sinners 1090, 1124 
the Son 967, 970, 1237, 1238, 1239, 1279, 
1280 
sovereignty of 1034 
temple 484,594 
temptation 1258 
throne of 1292-3, 1304-5 
time 688, 690, 1261 
transcendence of 371, 1227 
Trinity 1171 
uniqueness of 139, 141, 145, 155 
warrior imagery 181, 537, 558, 613, 690, 736, 
1302 
wisdom 331, 408, 411, 669, 671, 683 
Word of 961-2, 1243 
wrath of 114, 140, 143-4 
Godfearers 1041 
godliness 1221, 1226 
gods, sons of the 45-6 
Gog 537, 558-Go 
Golah List 308, 311-12, 316, 320 
goldand frankincense 481 
golden calves 889,144,574, 575-© 577 
golden lampvision, Zechariah (book) 612 
Golden Rule 629, 800, 818, 856 
Golgotha 995 


Goliath 208-9, 210, 228, 273, 278, 403 
Gomer 571-2 
Gomorrah 50, 52, 438, 450 
Amos (book) 585 
compared to false prophets 508 
destruction of 1273 
Revelation 1298 
good, spirit of 800-1, 818-19 
Good Samaritan parable 942 
good shepherd 595 
Goodspeed, Edgar 1082 
Gordon, R. P. 207 
Gorgias 716, 717, 742,747 
Goshen 63 
gospel 
1Corinthians 1112 
explained by Paulin pagan terms 1046 
as goodnews 888 
Paul’s synagogue speech 1045-6 
payment for preaching 1123 
preached to Gentiles by Peter 1041-2 
preaching to dead 1268 
proclamation of God’s goodnews 1154 
transcends human language 1113 
Gospel according to the Hebrews 1315 
Gospel of the Egyptians 1315 
Gospel of John see John (Gospel) 
Gospel of Luke see Luke (Gospel) 
Gospel of Mark see Mark (Gospel) 
Gospel of Matthew see Matthew (Gospel) 
Gos pel of Nicodemus 1315, 1321 
Gospel of Peter 1307, 1315, 1316, 1321 
Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew 1315, 1319 
Gospel of Thomas 1307, 1308, 1315, 1316 
gospels 
see also John; Luke; Mark; Matthew 
apocalyptic sense 835 
authorship 1078 
biography 1001-2 
comparative pericopes 1014-26 
comparison with Acts 1028-9 
finger-printing technique 1005 
inadequacies 832 
Jesus’ death and resurrection 842 
Jewish background 834 
as aliterary genre 1001-2 
Luke-John link 1006 
Luke—Matthew agreements 1004, 1005 
Mark as earliest 886 
Mark-Q relationship 1004, 1021-2 
Proto-Matthew 1004 
purpose 833 
‘Q’ source 1003-4 
relationship to Isaiah (book) 437, 465, 479 
in synopsis 1001-25 
gossip 
James (book) 1260 
Sirach 679-80, 681-2, 686 
grace 
dietary observances 1254 
Ephesians 1166, 1169-70, 1174 
tothe humble 1260 
1 Peter 1269-70 
Philippians 1181 
2 Thessalonians 1215 
throne of 1243 
Graeco-Roman greetings 1076 
Graf, Karl Heinrich 14 
Graf—Wellhausen theory 13-15 
‘The Grateful Dead’ 631 
Great Sanhedrin see Sanhedrin 
greed, proverbs 422 
Greek 
Apocrypha 621 
creation of Septuagint 618 


diaspora 833 
Hellenism in Land of Israel 623 
New Testament 830, 833 
Old Testament 8 
Greek Apostolic Constitutions 1308 
Greek Daniel see Additions to Daniel 
Greenberg, M. 534 
greetings, Graeco-Roman 1076 
Gregory the Great 333 
Gregory of Nyasa 429 
Griesbach hypothesis 1002-3, 1021 
guidance 
of Israelites in wilderness 117-18 
asthemein Numbers 112 
guilt 
Paul’s theology 1079 
problem of removal 614 
guilt offering, Leviticus 97-8 
Gunkel, H. 20-2, 24, 39, 48, 49, 357 
Gyges (king) 558 


see Holiness Code 

abakkuk (book) Go1-4 

righteousness by faith togo 

Habakkuk (prophet) 262 

Belandthe Dragon 709, 710 

complaint of 602 

Hachratheus 645 

Hadad (Edomite prince) 240 

Hadad (storm god) 376 

adadezer 220, 221 

adas, M. 791 

adassah see Esther 

ades 

seealso hell; Sheol 

4 Ezra 784 

gates of 865 

Jesus’ descentto 1322 

Revelation 1291 

souls of the righteous 780 

Wisdom of Solomon 654 

adrian 806 

aemorrhaging woman miracle 858, 897 

agar 51, 53,185, 1162 

laggai (book) 607-10 

aggai (prophet) 270, 376, 763 

agiography 805-7, 826-8 

agrites 270-1 

alakah 875-6 

alakic Letter 797, 813 

allel, psalms 397 

am (sonof Noah) 47,269, 809 

aman the Agagite 327-30, 374, 643, 645-8 

lammurabi Code see Code of Hammurabi 

amor 59 

amutal 548 

anael (kinsman of Tobit) 628-9 

anamel 515 

anani (prophet) 292-3 

anani (ruler of Jerusalem under 
Nehemiah) 320 

ananiah (companion to Daniel) 564 

ananiah (false prophet) 510, 511, 512 

ananiah (ruler of Jerusalem under 
Nehemiah) 320 

Hananiah (Song of the Three Jews) 706 

hand-washing 863, 883, 899-900, 944 

hands, laying on 1228 

Hanina ben Dosa, Rabbi 1019 

Hannah (Anna) (wife of Tobit) 627, 628 

Hannah (wife of Elkanah) 155, 185, 201, 202 

Hanukkah 376, 620, 626, 734 

Hanun 220-1 

happiness 

Matthew’s Gospel 853 
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Sirach 684 
Har Beth-el 723 
Haran 48, 49, 56, 57 
Haran, M. 31 
Harischandra 333 
harlotry 1300-2 
Harmagedon 1299 
harpagmos 1184 
Harrowing of Hell 1322 
harvest 
festivals 147-8 
gathering the exiled 457 
imagery in Revelation 1298 
ownership 451 
thanksgiving for 385 
Wave Sheaf Day 105 
Hasideans 715, 721, 748 
Hasmoneans 622 
authorship of 1 Maccabees 711-12 
Hellenism 623 
Judith (book) 633 
Maccabean revolt 625, 715-17, 724-5 
priest-kings 636 
rule of Jonathan 725-30 
Simon 730-3 
Hathach 328 
Hattush 316 
Hausa 1209 
Hays, R. B. 1085, 1091 
Hazael (king of Aram) 246, 247, 251-3, 255, 
256-7, 298-9 
Hazor 167-8, 239, 524, 728 
head coverings 1125-6 
healing 
see also miracles of Jesus 
God’s tears 497 
by Jesus 890-2, 893, 897, 899, 900, 1033 
health, Sirach 687, 691 
heaven 1329 
see also kingdom of God 
bread of 972-3 
Enoch 813-14 
imagery of psalms 371 
Philippians 1188-9 
queen of 496 
Revelation 1292-3 
wisdom 657, 661, 683 
heavenly conflict 568-9 
hebel 424-7 
Heber 180 
Hebrew Bible (HB) 
anthropomorphic language 140 
Apocrypha 618, 619-20 
arrangement of books 11 
Baruch 699, 700 
Christian animosity 1087 
Old Testament 5-7 
Samuel (books) 196 
Hebrew (language) 
alphabet 356 
Apocrypha writtenin 621 
language of Canaan 452 
Old Testament 7 
Hebrews (book) 1236-54 
relationship to Apocrypha 619 
Hebrews (converts in Jerusalem church) 
1036 
Hebrews (people), use of term 50 
Hebron 54 
Absalom 224 
Caleb's inheritance 169, 170 
David 212, 215-16, 269-70 
Maccabean revolt 719 
Hekataios 267 
Heliodorus 737-8, 744 
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Helkath-hazzurim 216 
hell 


see also Hades; Sheol 
apocalyptic texts 1329-30 
1 Enoch 815 

4Ezra 783 


Hellenism 


Apocrypha 625 

banquets 687-8 

converts in Jerusalem church 1036 
education 738,739 

Jewish Christians 1070 

Jewish diaspora 1069 

Judaism and 457, 623, 737, 1155 
Judith (book) 633 

Luke’s Gospel 1009-10 

1 Maccabees 713-14, 720, 721 
misogyny 685 

negative view of 670 

New Testament 833-4, 836 
opposition to 735 

Seleucid rule of Judea 621-2 
Sirach 669, 676 

universal 267, 269 

Wisdom of Solomon 651 


Helper 989, 990, 992 
Heman 271, 280-1, 358 
Hengel,M. 670, 676 
hrem see ban 

heresy 


H 


H 


H 


apocryphal texts 1324, 1325 
early Christian 1282, 1306-8 
Judaism—Christianity 1315 
Pastoral Epistles 1229 
ermogenes 1228, 1231 


Herod Agrippa I 623 


persecution of apostles 1043 

as wicked ruler 1325 

erod Antipas 

John the Baptist 898, 939 
Pilate 901, 923, 956, 1322 

erod the Great (king of Judea) 
history 622 

slaughter of infants 850 
erodians, Pharisees and 873, 893 
lerodotus 704, 710, 1314 


heroes 


birth 185 

David 274, 278, 282 
hagiography 805-7 

ofIsrael’s history 1251-3 

Judges (book) 176, 178, 180-1, 182 
Samson 185 


heterodoxy, Pastoral Epistles 1229 
Hexateuch 12, 13, 22, 39 
Hezekiah (king of Judah) 301-4 


ideal Davidic king 444, 445, 463, 464 
Isaiah 233, 260-2 

Micah (book) 595 

Passover 306 

reform of cult 301-3 

Sennacharib 303-4 

siege of Jerusalem 289, 453, 596, 827 
Sirach’s Praise ofthe Fathers 696 
water tunnel 827 


Hierapolis 1191, 1198, 1292 
hierarchy of heads 1126 
Higgaion 369 

high priesthood 


see also priesthood 
of Christ 1243-9 


higher criticism see source criticism 
Hilkiah (father of Susanna) 708,709 
Hilkiah (high priest) 701 

Hillel 429, 674, 685, 797, 800, 811-12, 818 


INDEX 


Hippolytus 1317 
Hippolytus of Rome 619 
Hiram of Tyre 218, 237, 239, 284, 287 
historical creeds, Pentateuch 22 
historical criticism 1-3 
historiography 
Genesis 39 
Judges (book) 178 
1 Maccabees 712 
Samuel (books) 199 
history 234 
seealso Deuteronomistic History 
Acts as 1029 
apocalytic literature 815, 1324, 1328 
controlled by God 466 
Daniel (book) 568-9 
Exodus as 67-8 
fallof Jericho 163 
of Israel recounted by Paul 1045 
Job (book) 333 
Joshua (book) 159 
psalms 395 
relationship to Biblical text 465 
sacrifice 93-4 
History of David’s Rise 198, 207-18 
Hittites 54, 317, 545 
Hivites 59 
Hobab 118 
holiness 437 
expressed in conduct 1265 
ofGod 79-80 
holy and profane 164-5 
Levitical laws 103 
non-believers in a marriage I119 
priestly leadership 113 
Romans (book) 1105 
1 Thessalonians 1206 
Holiness Code (H) 92, 93, 102-8, 1207 
Holladay, W. L. 488 
Holofernes 633, 634, 635-7, 639-40 
Hélscher, G. 534 
Holy One of Israel 337, 434, 437 
Holy Spirit 
baptism and the 1038 
being filled with the 1176 
blasphemy 861 
body as temple 1114 
coming 
Caesarea 1042 
Ephesus 1052 
Pentecost 1031-2 
Samaria 1038-9 
conception ofJesus 927 
contrast with ‘flesh’ 1163-4 
disciples ofJohn 1052 
dove appearance 851, 931 
fruit 1164 
Galatian churches 1158-9 
guidance 990, 1048 
Helper (paraklétos) 987-8 
Johnthe Baptist 926 
John’s Gospel 1014 
quenching 1211 
source of Scripture 1241, 1248 
speaking in Revelation 1306 
sword of the 1178 
Thessalonian church 1203, 1208 
unity 1173 
witness to the Son 1280 
Holy War 
in ancient Near East 163 
2 Chronicles 291 
Last Battle 787-8 
Saul 204, 207 
theology 159 
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treaty with Gibeonites 166 
Homer 573, 668, 677, 1060 
homonyms, Hebrew poetry 355 
homosexuality, Sodom 52-3 
honesty 
Lamentations 533 
proverbs 412 
honour 
community 1144 
Sirach 672, 676, 678, 680, 682, 687, 693 
2 Thessalonians 1215 
of YHWH in Ezekiel (book) 557 
hope 
Christ, Pastoral Epistles 1222 
Ephesians 1169 
for future restoration of Israel 153 
Isaiah (book) 459 
Israel’s history 143 
Jeremiah (book) 490, 509 
Job 341-2 
Lamentations 529, 531 
Moses as symbol of 139 
Philippians 1182 
1 Thessalonians 1202-3, 1206, 1209 
Zechariah (book) 613-15 
hopelessness of human condition 424 
Hophni 201 
Horeb (Mount Sinai) 
see also Sinai 
Elijah’s flight to 246 
Israel’s conquest of the land 138 
revelation at 139, 140-1 
YHWH’s wrath at 143-4 
Horim 138 
Horites 60 
Hosea (book) 571-8 
Hosea (prophet) 246 
children of marriage with Gomer 572 
fall of Israel 258 
God’s watchman over Ephraim 576 
Jehu 254 
man ofthe spirit 576 
marriage of 571-2, 573-4 
Hoshea (king of Israel) 249, 258, 260, 550 
hospitality, towards visiting believers 1282 
house builders parable 857 
house of God, metaphor for God’s people 1269 
household, codes 1176-7, 1197, 1221 
household gods 58 
hubris 1185 
Huldah 180, 263 
human beings 
see also men; women 
creation 42, 43-4, 679 
imitation of God 450 
inclination for evil 778, 779, 782-3, 801 
mortality of 41,44, 46 
humanity 
Ephesians 1170-1, 1175 
ofJesus 1240 
universal 269 
humility 
before God 1260-1 
Ephesians 1173 
Matthew’s Gospel 867 
Paul 1115 
proverbs 412 
Romans (book) 1104 
Sirach 672, 674, 676 
Hupfeld, Hermann 13-15 
Hurvitz, A. 332 
husbands 
Paul 1118-19 
to honour wives 1267 
Hushai 224-5 


Hymenaeus 1223, 1229 
Hymn of Christ 1327 
Hymn of the Soul (Pearl) 1327 
hymns 
Christian 368 
Christological 1193-4 
cultic 357 
Egyptian 394 
Ephesians 1176 
Essene 1193 
Luther 400 
Old Testament 9 
Philippians 1184 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 802-4, 
821-4 
psalms 358, 361 
wisdom 661 
hypocrisy 874-5, 900, 944 
Hyrcanus 622, 718, 737 


Ichabod 203 
Iconium 1046, 1230 
Iddo (prophet) 288, 290 
idleness, 2 Thessalonians 1218 
idolatry 
see also false worship 
Bel and the Dragon 706,710 
Book of the Covenant 83 
cause of rejection by God 483 
and Christian symbolism 466, 470 
1Corinthians 1123-5 
description of conversion 1281 
Ephesians 1176 
of exiles in Egypt 521 
Ezekiel (book) 540,544,549, 561 
folly of 470, 472 
golden calves 88-9, 144, 574, 575-6, 577 
impotence 397 
incitement to 146 
Israel (kingdom) under Jeroboam 288 
Israelites on journey to Moab 128-9 
Jeremiah (book) 496, 498 
Judah (kingdom) 290, 296, 298, 301 
The Letter ofJeremiah 703-4 
Maccabean revolt 719 
Mekilta of Rabbi Ishmael 808 
Moses’ warning against 139-40 
Paul 1046, 1050, 1053, 1124-5 
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Aram 293, 294 
Assyria 136, 259, 260-1, 262-3 
Babylon 264-5, 272-3 
Daniel (book) 563-4 
Edom 299 
Ezekiel (book) 534, 539, 545,547, 549, 558 
fall of 
2 Chronicles 307-8 
Deuteronomy 152, 153, 307-8 
Ezekiel (book) 549 
Hosea (book) 572 
Isaiah (book) 447 
Jeremiah (book) 487, 508 
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Jeremiah (book) 492, 497, 501, 508, 509, 512 
Jerusalem city-state 234 
kings of 232-3, 255-66, 752, 754-6 
Micah (book) 596-7 
northern kingdom and 248, 249-50, 260, 
290, 292 
Psalms 368 
Rehoboam 288-90 
Sennacherib 303-4, 596 
Shishak 243, 289 
Syro-Ephraimite War 300 
Zechariah (book) 613, 614 
Judah (part of unified kingdom) 
Absalom 224 
David 215-16, 226-7, 270 
division from northern kingdom 241 
Solomon 235, 237 
Judah (post-exilic) 
see also Judea 
Alexander the Great 621 
Ezra 309-10 
Nehemiah 309-10 
Persian rule 310 
return to 311-12, 756-62 
Seleucid rule 564, 569 
Judah the Prince, Rabbi 797 
Judah (son of Jacob) 57, 61, 62-3, 64, 270 
Judah (tribe) 
Blessing of Jacob 64, 65 
1 Chronicles 269, 272 
conquest of Canaan 178 
David 274 
epic of Samson 186-7 
genealogy 270 
Moses’ Blessing 156 
Revelation 1294 
territorial allocation 169-70 
Judaism 
see also diaspora; Jews; rabbinic Judaism 
apocrypha 619-20, 623-4 
ascetic practices 1196 
attitude towards pagan world 1050 
before Christ 1092-3 
Christianity contrast 1155 
conversion to 633 
deliverance from exile 471 
dietary laws 1121, 1157-8 
early Christian church 1182 
Gentiles, acceptance of 1068 
Godfearers and proselytes 1041 
God’s salvation through Christ 1087, 1103 
Greek philosophy 651 
Hellenism 457, 570, 911-12, 1155, 1189 
Holy Scriptures 5-12 
influence of Romans (book) 1083 
intertestamental dualist perspective 1275 
Jesus’ teaching 863-4 
law 1086, 1138 
literature 479, 624, 792-828 
Matthew’s Gospel 845-6, 848, 875-6, 877 
monotheism 1186 
nationalism 1157 
New Testament 833, 834 
Paul 1054-5, 1058, 1060-1, 1065, 1073 
primary sources 1086 
rejection of God’s message 859-62 
righteousness, Romans (book) 1101 
Roman Empire asenemy of 482 
sabbath 479, 860, 1158, 1161 
sacrifice 1092 
scriptural canon 529 
sects 624 
Sermon on the Mount 854 
Servant Songs 476 
sinners I0QI 


Song of Solomon 429, 430, 432 
unbelief in Christ 1085, 1086 
use ofterm 737 
Judaism-Christianity 
1 Clement 1314 
Barnabas 1311, 1312, 1313 
heresy 1315 
Judas (Iscariot) 
as antichrist 992 
betrayal ofJesus 879, 881, 915, 917, 955, 
985-6 
a brother ofJesus 981 
death 882-3 
at entry to Jerusalem 983 
fate of 1031 
proverbs 420 
Judas (Maccabeus) 622 
Judith as 633, 636 
1 Maccabees 715, 716-24 
2, Maccabees 734-5, 730, 740, 742-50 
Judas (son of Simon) 732 
Jude (Letter of) 1284-5 
2 Peter relation 1270, 1272 
Judea 
alliance with Spartans 740 
Assyria 632, 634, 635, 636-41 
Christ’s risen appearance in 996 
churches 1156 
Egyptian exiles 521 
Hasmonean rule 622, 725-33 
Hellenism 623 
Jewish War 775,778 
Maccabean revolt 714-25, 742-50 
mythical themes 567 
religious syncretism 605 
Rome 622-3, 722-3 
Seleucid rule 569, 621-2, 712, 713-30, 735-50 
1 Thessalonians 1205 
war between Antiochus VI and Demetrius 
Il 728 
judge parable, Luke’s gospel 950 
judgement 
see also day of judgement; final judgement 
after death 679, 1303 
Amos (book) 587-9 
apocalyptic texts 1330 
Barnabas 1313 
courts at Corinth 1117 
and deliverance, Isaiah (book) 436, 439, 443, 
460, 484 
divine 350, 424, 446, 686, 1294-5 
Ecclesiastes 423, 424, 428 
Ezekiel (book) 540 
foreign nations 440, 457 
Israel following spy mission 120-1 
John’s Gospel 1013-14 
justification of 164 
metaphors 407, 446 
Micah 597 
2 Peter 1273 
present fact in Jude 1286 
priests and prophets 457 
Proverbs 416 
Revelation 1298-9 
reversal of 572-3 
salvation 459 
Sermon on the Mount 856 
Sirach 672 
unpredictable day of the Lord 440, 441, 445 
worldly standards 1141 
judgement day see day of judgement 
judgement oracles, Hosea (book) 576 
Judges (book) 176-91, 199-200 
judges 176 
2 Chronicles 291-2 


laws in Deuteronomy 148 
officers in Israel 138 
Sirach’s Praise ofthe Fathers 695 
Judith 637-41, 647 
Judith (book) 632-41 
didactic story 626 
historical background 625 
originallanguage 621 
status in Jewish canon 620, 634 
just people 494, 1261 
just war 178 
justice 
Book of the Covenant 83-4 
corruption of 415, 419, 439 
covenant 337 
Davidic monarchy 516 
divine 52, 349,414,778 
see also theodicy 
God’s indifference to 617 
Jeremiah (book) 500 
mercy 1100-1 
Sirach 689-90 
Ecclesiastes 424 
Egyptian goddess 408 
Jeremiah (book) 506-7 
kingship 507 
Micah (book) 597 
Old Testament ethics 10 
Proverbs 421 
Psalms 355, 383 
requirement for Israel 337 
resurrection 570 
Sodomand Gomorrah 52 
wisdom 406 
justification by faith 1045 
Abraham and Isaac 51 
Christianity 1065 
Judaism 1093 
Paul 1062, 1079-80 
justification by works 
Judaism 1065, 1079 
Moses 1102 
Paul 1091 
religious ‘entry requirements’ 1087 
Justin Martyr 357, 393, 662 
Justus 1198 


Kadesh 124-5, 728 

Kadesh-barnea 138 

Kaiser, O. 435 

Kaiwan (Saturn) 586 

Kapelrud, A. S. 309 

kauchaomai 1183 

Kedar 398,524 

Kedarites 319 

Kedesh Naphtali 628 

Keeper of Israel 399 

Keilah 211 

Kenites 180, 207 

Kenotic theory 1185 

kindness 408-9 

King of the Jews 849, 919, 956, 994 

King Lists 45 

king-frame 232, 233 

Kingdom of God 1288 
advent 940, 949 
banquet 946 
children 907 
excluded persons 1117 
imminence 941,945 
John the Baptist 936 
love 1106 
Luke’s Gospel 936, 940, 941, 945, 946, 947, 


949 
Mark’s Gospel 889, 896, 904, 907 
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Matthew’s Gospel 852, 853, 870 
social outcasts 947 
1 Kings 232-48 


Deuteronomistic History 199-200 


succession narrative 198 
2Kings 232-4, 248-65 


Deuteronomistic History 199-200 


1 Esdras 755-6 
Isaiah (book) 436 
Prayer of Manasseh 770-1 
kings 
see also monarchy 
faithfulness 368 
representatives of God 370 
shepherds of people 420 
King’s Pool, Jerusalem 319 
kingship 
see also monarchy 
dependent on God 676 
1Esdras 758 
God 380, 392 
of Universe 352 
wisdom 676 
YHWH 361, 392 
kipper see atonement 
Kiraith’arba 54 
Kiriath-jearim 203, 218, 275, 401 
Kiriathaim 552 
Kirman 789 
Kish 272 
Kittim 713, 816 
knowledge 
of future 428 
gnos epignos distinction 1272 
of God 1131, 1181-2, 1275 
of pagan idols 112t 
pursuit of 671 
treeof 44 
without love 1128-9 
Knox, John 1072, 1075 
Kohath 271, 276 
Kohath clan 279-80 
Kohathites 115, 281 
Korah 113, 121-3, 1286 
Koresh, David 471 
Kuenen, Abraham 14-15, 19 
Kurios 1185-6 


Laban 54-5, 56, 57-8 
Lachish (city) 516 
Lahmi 278 
Laishians 188-9 
Lamb, Revelation 1293, 1298, 1302 
Lamb of God 964 
Lamech 45 
Lamentations (book) 528-33 
and Baruch (book) 700 
and The Letter of Jeremiah 703 
laments 
by Zion 530 
classification of psalms 360-1 
confession of sin 482-3 
Jeremiah (book) 499-503 
Job (book) 332 
for loss of society 598-9 
Mesopotamian 497 
prayers 804, 823-4 
psalms 371, 778, 784, 785-6 
style in Lamentations 528-9 
lamp parable 896 
lamps 106, 117, 1290 
land settlement, Numbers 132-3 
language 
see also Aramaic; Greek; Hebrew 
Apocrypha 621 
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biblical criticism 1 
of commerce 1234 
Daniel (book) 563 
Ephesians 1168 
Isaiah (book) 441, 442, 466-7, 469, 472 
James (book) 1255 
letters of Paul 1063, 1080 
Mosaic covenant 499 
NewTestament 830 
Old Testament 7-8 
parables 895 
speaking in tongues 1032 
Stoic 1180 
Laodicea 1191, 1198, 1292 
Last Battle 787-8 
LastJudgement 784 
Last Supper 
Christianrites 1126 
John’s Gospel 985 
Luke’s Gospel 923, 954-5 
Mark’s Gospel 915, 916-17 
Matthew’s Gospel 879 
Lasthenes 728 
Latin 8 
Latin culture, New Testament 833 
Latin Vulgate 
Apocrypha 619 
2Esdras 775,776, 789 
Ezra apocalyptic 751 
Judith (book) 633 
origin 8 
Stuttgart edition 1328 
Tobit (book) 627 
Wisdom of Jesus son of Sirach 667 
law 
see also Book of the Law; Torah 
accessibility of 154 
ancient Near Eastern codes 82 
Christ its fulfilment 1102 
civil 103, 150 
Colossians 1195 
coming intoexistence 1159 
curse of 1155, 1159 
D source theology 27-8 
definition 28 
divine 421 
economic 150 
Ephesians 1166 
excellence of 139-40 
fear of the Lord, Sirach 688 
fianction of 1160 
genre 8 
ofGod 408 
Godof Daniel 567 
Hebrew slaves 517 
inability of humans to keep 785 
Jesus’ teaching 975 
Jubilee 560 
monarchy 148 
Mosaic 975, 1158, 1163, 1164 
offered to all nations of world at Sinai 778, 
783 
Pastoral Epistles 1222 
Pentateuch 12, 29-30 
performance of 1066 
Persian empire 326 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 795-7, 811-13 
promulgated by angels 1160 
Psalms (book) 366 
reforms under Jehoshaphat of Judah 293, 
294 
restoration after Babylonian exile 769, 788-9 
sabbath 504 
sinand 1094, 1095-7 
sources of Deuteronomy 137 
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law (cont.) 
Stephen and the Hellenists 1155 
Ten Commandments 141 
theology of 142 
wisdom 677-8, 680, 683-4, 800 
works contrasted with faith 1093-4 
‘law of life’ 679 
lawsuit style of language, Isaiah (book) 441, 
442,466-7, 469, 472 
Lazarus 949, 981-2, 983 
laziness 413, 416, 425 
leadership 
challenge of Korah 121-3 
1Corinthians 1114 
covenantcommunity 479 
Jerusalem 550 
Joshua 162 
Martha 942 
models of 1114 
Moses 119-20, 139 
Numbers 112-13 
organization of Israel 138, 148 
Psalms 359 
‘super apostles’ 1147 
1 Thessalonians 1211 
Leah 57-8 
leaven 862, 864-5, 901-2, 944 
Lebanon 466, 507, 552 
Lebo Hamath 562 
eftandright 428 
eft-handedness 179-80 
Legend ofthe Ten Martyrs 806 
legends 22, 24 
Legion 897, 938 
emma 793-4 
Lemuel 422 
Leningrad Codex 7 
Leontopolis 735 
epers 119-20, 857, 891, 933, 949 
eprosy 100 
lethech 573 
Letter of Aristeas 618 
The Letter of Jeremiah 620, 625, 700, 703-4 
Letter (or Apocryphon} of James 1329 
letters 
Graeco-Roman 1199 
of recommendation 1138, 1146 
types and styles 1075 
Letters of Ignatius 1314-15 
letters of Paul 1062-82, 1165-6, 1220 
see also individual books 
biblical criticism 2 
early Christian church 836 
interpretation 1062-4, 1066, 1078, 1083 
Jesus’ death and resurrection 842 
letters in Philippians 1179-80 
literary content 1062-3 
origin of beliefs 834 
pattern of thought 1079 
relationship to Wisdom of Solomon 619 
rhetorical criticism 1077 
style of content 1076, 1078 
theological content 1078-81 
used as chronology of his life 1064, 1072 
Levi (son of Jacob) 57, 59-Go, 64, 271, 616 
Levi (tax-collector) 892, 934 
Levi (tribe) 
see also Levites 
Blessing of Jacob 64 
censuses I14—-I5 
1Chronicles 269, 271, 282 
consecration 117 
David’s census 278 
inheritance 173 
law in Deuteronomy 148-9 
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Moses’ Blessing 156 
organization and responsibilities 114-15, 123 
priestly duties 112, 113 


Leviathan 351, 456 


description 353 
4 Ezra 782, 787 
Job (book) 332 
psalms 394 
Revelation 1296 


Levine, B.A. 96, 97, 98 
Levites 


see also Levi (tribe) 

ark brought to Jerusalem 275-6 
comparison with Christ 1247 
comparison with Melchizedek 1246 
dating of P 18-19, 31 

demoted in Ezekiel (book) 561 
distinction from priests 615, 616 
duties given in 1 Chronicles 279-81 
Ezra’s return to Jerusalem 316 
installation of ark in the temple 285-6 
and Joash 297-8 

Josiah’s Passover feast 306, 754-5 
Micah 188 

offer sacrifice 400 

Passover on restoration of temple 764 
rape in Gibeah 189 

rights to financial support 303 

temple servants 560 


Leviticus (book) 91-109 


source 18 


lex talionis 106, 149, 150 

liberation model of history of Israel 177 
liberationism 2-3, 69 

liberty, Christian ethos 1116 

life 


1John 1280 

brevity 340 

disciplined 406 

enjoyment 424, 428 
fountain of 414 

means of attaining 1095, 1102 
metaphor 409 

models for in Ephesians 1175 
ordinances protecting 149 
respect for human 141 

tree of 408 

water ofin Revelation 1305-6 


life after death 


Isaiah (book) 454 
Israelite culture 363 
Judaism 624 


light 


ceremony of 976 
Ephesians 1176 
John’s Gospel 962 
metaphors 375, 1275 
Simeon’s song 930 

1 Thessalonians 1210 
wisdom 658 


Lilith 462 

Lily of the Covenant 384 

lion, Messiah as 787 

lions, Daniel 566-7 

literary criticism see source criticism 
literature 


Bible as 1,3 

Exodus (book) 67 

extra-canonical 1286 

genre of Acts 1029-30 

influenced by apocalyptic texts 1329 
Nehemiah’s library 736 
Pentateuchal study 32 

post-Biblical Jewish 792-828 

study of Leviticus 93 


travel-writing anditineraries 1048 
Little Book of Consolation 512 
The Little Genesis see Book of Jubilees 
liturgy 
Baruch (book) 699, 701, 702 
Joel (book) 579 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 802-4, 822 
Lives of the Prophets 710, 806, 827 
Lives ofthe Saints 1323 
living stone (name for Christ) 1266 
Lo-ammi 572, 573 
Lo-ruhamah 572, 573 
loafers 1218 
loans 686-7 
loaves and fishes see feeding the five thousand 
locusts 579-80, 585, 587, Gor 
Logos 
see also Word 
sustaining activity of 1238 
swords as symbols of 1243 
logos 
wisdom literature 683, 801 
Wisdom of Solomon 66o 
Lord ofheaven 631 
Lord’s Prayer 942-3, 1309 
Lordship, Jesus 927, 929 
lost sheep parable 867, 899, 947 
Lot 48, 49, 50, 52-3, 661 
Lotan 335 
love 
all love one another 1267 
among believers 1278 
brotherly 1208 
Colossians 1193, 1196 
command toin James (book) 1259 
demands of 1128-9 
divine 580, 662, 911-12, 1175, 1279 
ofenemies 855 
Ephesians 1174, 1179 
erotic, Song of Solomon 429-33 
fulfilling thelaw 1104-5 
of husband and wife 1177 
idealization of 10, 431-2 
Jesus’ commandment of 986, 988, 989 
Jesus prayer for disciples’ 992 
kiss of 1270 
of neighbours 856, 874, 911-12 
obedience and 989 
Paul 1128-9 
psalm 375 
as royallaw 1259 
1 Thessalonians 1202-3, 1206 
universal 651 
Lucerne, Lake 1322 
Lucifer 450 
Liidemann, Gerd 1072-3 
Luke 1235 
authorship of Acts 1028 
Paul 1231 
Stephen andthe Hellenists 1155 
Stoic ideas 1180 
1 Thessalonians 1206 
writings of 1156 
Luke (Gospel) 922-59, 1009-12 
agreements with Matthew 1004, 1005 
authorship 924-5 
Christology 931 
comparison with other gospels 922-3, 
1014-22, 1024-7 
date and place 925, 930 
finger-printing technique 1005 
good news 932, 937, 938 
historicity 923 
infancy narratives 922, 926-30 
Jesus’ boyhood 929-30 


Jesus in Galilee 930-40 
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem 922-3, 940-52 
Jesus’ ministry 932-3, 936-40 
Jesus’ passion in Jerusalem 952-9 
Lord’s Prayer 942-3 
Luke the Evangelist 924-5 
parallels with Didache 1309-10 
relationship with Paul 924-5 
Septuagint 834 
Sermon on the Mount (Beatitudes) 934-5 
socialconcern 931 
sources 923-4, 939, 954, 955, 1003 
lust 854 
Luther, Martin 400, 618, 619, 633, 643, 1080 
LXX see Septuagint 
Lycus (river) 1191 
Lydia (person) 1179, 1189 
Lydia (place) 558, 1049 
lying, proverbs 413 
Lysias 716, 717, 718, 720-1, 743, 744-6, 747, 
748 
Lysimachus 643, 739 
Lystra 1046, 1230 


Maacah (Maachah, queen mother of 
Judah) 243, 289, 292 
Maacah (place) 221 
Maacah (wife of David) 215, 222 
Ma’at 408 
macarism 336 
Maccabean revolt 621-2 
Hellenism 623 
Judith (book) 633 
1 Maccabees 714-25 
2 Maccabees 734, 742-50 
marketdispute 686 
martyr literature 790-1, 806 
Prayer of Azariah 707 
resistance to Antiochus IV 564, 569 
1 Maccabees 711-33 
dating of 620, 711 
historical background 625 
originallanguage 621 
relationship to biblical texts 626 
status in Jewish canon 620 
2 Maccabees 734-50 
authorship 621, 626 
date of composition 620 
historical background 625 
and 4 Maccabees 790 
original language 621 
resurrection 656 
status in Jewish canon 620 
3 Maccabees 618, 773-5 
4 Maccabees 790-2 
immortality 656 
inclusion in Apocrypha 618 
martyr literature 806, 827 
Macedonia 1200, 1203, 1220, 1231 
collection for the Saints 1144 
Paul’s third missionary journey 1053 
Philippians 1179 
Machir 225 
Machpelah 66, 278 
McKane, W. 488 
magi 849 
magic 802, 820, 1038, 1052, 1230 
Magnesia, battle of 720, 722-3 
Magog 558 
Mahalath 382 
Mahalath (wife of Rehoboam) 289 
Mahanaim 58-9, 221 
make-up 685, 809 
Malachi (book) 615-17 
Malchishua 214 
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Malina, B. J. 1214 
Malta 1060 
mammon 856,948 
Man from the Sea 787-8 
Manand his God 332 
Manasseh (husband of Judith) 638 
Manasseh (king of Judah) 262-3, 304-5 
see also Prayer of Manasseh 
Babylonian exile 547 
Chronicles 268 
Jeremiah (book) 502 
Prayer of Manasseh 770-2 
Manasseh (son of Joseph) 55, 63-4, 272 
Manasseh (tribe) 384, 562 
asylum in Judah after fall of Israel 273 
1Chronicles 270,272 
and David 274 
genealogy in 1 Chronicles 272 
inheritance issues 134 
land settlement 132-3, 161 
territory allocation 170-1 
Manetho 267 
manna 78, 665, 972-3 


mantic practices 9, 565, 566 


manual labour, Paul 1122 
Maon, wilderness of 211, 212 
Marantha 1306 
Marcion 1078-9, 1226, 1310 
Marduk 389, 559, 787 
Marduk-apla-iddina 262 
Mareshah 291 
Mariology 429 
Marisa 719 
Mark 1198, 1270 
see also John Mark 
Mark (Gospel) 886-922, 1007-8 
allegory 892, 894 
authorship 886 
biography 887 
comparison with other gospels 1014-16, 
1020-7 
conclusion 921-2 
dating 886, 1003 
healing 890-2, 893, 897, 899, 900 
historicity 909, 918-19 
inadequacies 832 
esus’ controversies 891-4, QIO-12 
esus in Jerusalem 908-12 
esus’ teaching 890, 903-8 
<ingship of God 1008 
manuscript controversy 921,922 
miracles ofJesus 896-7, 898-9, 900-1, 902 
parables ofJesus 894-6 
passion narrative 915-21 
place 886-7 
secrecy motif 888, 890 
source 1005-6 
source of Luke’s gospel 924, 939, 954, 955 
marriage 
see also adultery; husbands; wives 
apocryphal texts 1327 
contract 630 
Decaloguecommandments 141 
Jesus’ teaching 868, 906-7, 949 
lawin Deuteronomy 149-50 
levirate 193, 194-5 
metaphor 492, 1147 
mixed marriage amongst post-exilic Jews 312, 
316-18, 321, 323, 766-9 
Paul 1096, 1118-19 
proverbs 416 
reward for heroes 178 
Sirach 684-6, 690-1 
suspicion of adultery 115-16 
Martha 942, 981-2 
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martyrdom 
apocryphal texts 1323, 1325 
Hebrews (book) 1252-3 
immortality 656 
James (sonof Zebedee) 1043 
literature 806, 827-8 
2 Maccabees 740 
4 Maccabees 790-2 
Prayer of Azariah 707 
resurrection of 735,742 
Revelation 1296-7 
of Stephen 1037-8 
under Antiochus IV 714-15, 741-2 
Mary Magdalene 937, 981, 995, 997 
Mary (mother of Jesus) 927-8 
accompanying Jesus 937-8 
at crucifixion 995 
Jesus’ birth 929 
John’s gospel 993 
Mary (sister of Martha) 942 
Mary (wife of Clopas) 995 
Masada 668, 670, 806 
masal 183-4, 406 
maskil 359 
Maskil (Qumran community leader) 804, 
818-19, 822 
maskilim (wise men) 570 
Masoretes 7, 347, 356 
Masoretic Text 471, 642 
Mattaniah see Zedekiah 
Mattathias (Maccabean leader) 280, 622, 
711-12, 714-16, 724,740 
Mattathias (son of Simon) 732 
Matthew (Gospel) 844-86, 1008-9 
agreements with Luke 924, 1004, 1005 
allegory 872, 873, 878 
authorship 844-5 
Christology 1009 
comparison with other gospels 1014-26 
date and place of origin 845 
and Didache 852, 855, 1309-10 
finger-printing technique 1005 
as first gospel 1002-3 
genre and moralinstruction 847-8 
irony 881, 883 
Jewish background 834, 845, 846, 1009 
miracles ofJesus 857-8, 863-4 
parables of Jesus 861-2, 870, 872 
passion and resurrection 879-86 
Proto-Matthew 1004 
relationship to 5 Ezra 776, 777 
Sermon on the Mount (Beatitudes) 846, 
852-7 
Matthew (taxcollector) 858 
Matthias 1031 
Medes 450, 525, 567, 632 
Media 627, 628, 629-30, 632, 635 
medicine 691, 802 
Megiddo 239, 1299 
Megillat Antiochus 620 
Megillot 529 
Mekilta of Rabbi Ishmael 793-4, 808 
Melchizedek 50, 396, 1238, 1244, 1246-7 
Melito 1313 
memorials 359 
men 
creation 43-4 
Paul 1119 
relationship with woman 41, 44 
ritual purity roz 
Menahem (king of Israel) 258 
Menelaus (high priest) 
death of 747-8 
Hellenizers 721 
imposition of thecult 741 
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Menelaus (high priest) (cont.) 
not named in 1 Maccabees 713-14, 719 
replacement of Onias 738 
rule of 739-40, 746 
seeking of high office 674, 680 
and Simon 737 
Menken, M. J. J. 1213 
menstruation, ritual purity 94, 101 
Mephibosheth 210, 217, 220, 224, 226, 228 
Merari 271, 279-80 
Merarites 115, 117 
mercy 
of Christ as high priest 1240, 1243-4 
confession of sin 772 
divine 140, 595, 662, 664, 672, 673, 
IIOO-1 
Elihu view of God 350 
Last Judgement 784 
Pastoral Epistles 1222 
Sermon onthe Mount 935 
Merodach 524 
Merodach-Baladan 262, 550 
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Peter at Antioch 1157-8 
Philemon 1234 
Philippian church 1049, 1189, 1190 
Praetorian contacts 1190 
prayers 1168-9, 1206, 1211 
preaching 1074 
rhetoric 1135, 1233 
Roman citizen 1049, 1056, 1057-8 
Rome 1059-61 
sexual relations 1116, 1118-19 
sinfulness 1222-3 
slavery 1197 
speeches 
Agrippa and Bernice 1058-9 
Areopagus 1050 
Ephesian elders 1053-4 
synagogue 1045-6 
temple 1055-6 
style ofletters 1075-8 
suffering 1136, 1139, 1142, 1149, I195 
tearful letter 1134, 1136 
theology 1063, 1078-81, 1085, 1112-13 
Thessalonica 1203-5 
tolerance 1105-6 
wealth 1143 
women’s speech 1130 
Pax Romana 1210 
peace 
Colossians 1196 
greeting in 2 Thessalonians 1215 
Jesus 990 
1 Thessalonians 1210 
peace offering 97 
pearl parable 862 
Pedaiah 269, 270 
Pekah (king of Israel) 258, 300 
Pekahiah (king of Israel) 258 
Pelatiah 542 
Pelethites 220, 224, 227, 235 
penitence 
psalms 381 
Zephaniah (book) 605 
penitential prayer, Prayer of Manasseh 770 
Pentateuch 
biblical criticism 2 
composite authorship 15-16 
dating of sources 16, 18-20, 31, 34-5 
definitions 12-13, 37-8 
Documentary Hypothesis 13-15, 19-20, 
3m, 
Ezekiel (book) 548 
found by Josiah 305-6 
Genesis 38-9 
Greek parallels 35 
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law 8, 12-13, 366, 796-7 
literary genre 39 
preliterary origins 20-5 
psalms 395 
redaction criticism 32-3 
relationship to Chronicles 268 
Samuel (book) 197 
source-criticism logic 15-16 
Supplementary Hypothesis 13-15, 33-4, 37 
theology of sources 25-8 
translation into Greek 618 
Pentecost 581, 1031-2 
Penuel 183, 242 
Perez 61, 195 
perfection 
of Christ through suffering 1240, 1247 
levitical priesthood 1246 
Matthew’s Gospel 869-70 
Pergamum 1291-2 
peripety (reversal of fortunes) 325 
Perizzites 50, 317 
perjury 413, 419 
Persepolis 743 
Perseus (king of Macedon) 722 
perseverance 1245 
Persia (Parthia) 719, 730 
Persian empire 
Alexander the Great 621 
as conquerors 469 
edict of Cyrus 311 
Ezraand Nehemiah 309, 310 
Jewsas minority in 324, 325-6, 327-30, 
642-9 
Job (book) 332 
return to Judah of Jews 313-15, 317, 319-21, 
756-64 
pesah 147 
Pesher Habakkuk 793, 807 
pesher-exegesis 793 
pessimism 424 
Peter (apostle) 
see also Gos pel of Peter 
Acts of Peter 1323 
Aeneas 1040 
as an apostle to the circumcised 1157 
authority in church 1031, 1035, 1040 
before the Sanhedrin 1034, 1182 
called by Jesus 890, 893, 933 
called Cephas (Rock) by Jesus 893, 999 
Corinthian church 1111 
and Cornelius 1041, 1047 
death of 1182 


denial ofJesus 880, 882, 917, 919, 956, 986, 


993- 

eating with Gentiles 1157 
healing ministry 1033, 1035, 1040-1 
interprets psalm 372 
inverse crucifixion 1324 
Jesus and 921, 964, 985, 999, 1032, 1033 
leadership 114 
Messiah 865, 902-3, 904, 939 
miraculous escape from prison 1043 
mother-in-law healed 857, 890, 933 
Pauland 1071, 1157, 1158 
preaching to Gentiles 1041-2 
at revelation of risen Christ 999 
special role, Luke’s gospel 933 
speech after healing of lame beggar 1033 
speech before the Council 1035 
speech on Day of Pentecost 1032 
testimony before Apostolic Council 1047 
atthetomb 997 

1 Peter 1263-70 
authorship 1263 
date 1263 


prooemium 1264 
2 Peter 1270-4 
authorship 1271-2 
canonicity 1270-1 
dating 1271 
exordium 1272 
Jude relationship 1270 
peroratio 1272-4 
1 Peter relation 1270 
probatio 1272-4 
Pethuel 579 
Phaltiel 776, 781 
Pharaoh 
see also Neco; Osorkon; Shishak 
Abraham 49-50 
destruction 76-7 
Ezekiel (book) 553, 554 
‘hardening of heart’ 73, 74 
Jacob 63 
Joseph Gr-2 
killing of baby boys 69-70 
King Bombast 522 
parallelwith Canaanite kings 168 
Solomon 236 
Pharaoh’s daughter, Solomon 236, 240, 287 
Pharisees 
adultery law 709 
apocalyptic literature 799 
appointment of Simon as priest and ruler 731 
controversies with Jesus 
Mark’s gospel 891, 892 
Matthew’s gospel 860, 863, 873, 874 
demand for miracle go1 
emergence of 624 
Fourth Gospel 963-4, 978 
hand-washing 899-900 
hypocrisy 863, 874-5, 944 
immortality 655-6 
esus’ death plot 893 
esus’ reply 948-9 
leaven 864-5, 901-2 
iturgy 803 
Maccabean revolt 715 
Matthew’s gospel 845 
Nicodemus 966 
parable 950 
Paul 1069 
piety in Judith 634 
religious associations 805 
Sabbath law 946 
Sadducees and 653,709 
Stoicism 650 
warning toJesus 946 
Phibis 668, 672, 673, 687 
philadelphia (brotherly love) 1208 
Philadelphian church 1292 
Philemon (book) 1233-6 
Colossians 1192 
position in chronology 1073 
writing style 1075-6 
Philetus 1223, 1229 
Philip (apostle) 964 
Philip (evangelist) 1038, 1039, 1054 
Philip (regent of Syria) 720-1, 744, 748 
Philip (the Phrygian) 714, 716 
Philip II (king of Macedon) 1179 
Philip V (king of Macedon) 722 
Philippi 1203 
background in Philippians 1179 
Paul’s second missionary journey 1049 
Philippians (book) 1179-90 
appeal for unity 1183-4 
authorship 1180 
exhortations on discipleship 1183-6, 1187-9 
knowledge of God 1181-2 


position in chronology 1073 
Stoiclanguage 1180 
Philistia 545 
Philistines 
Abraham 53 
ark of the covenant 202-3 
culture 186 
Dagon 188 
David 208-9, 213-14, 218-20, 228, 229, 274, 


275 
Ezekiel (book) 552 
Isaac 55-6 
Isaiah (book) 450 
Jeremiah’s Oracles Against the Nations 523 
Nadab of Israel 244 
Samson 186-8 
Samuel 204, 206 
Saul 206-7, 211, 214, 273 
Syro-Ephraimite War 259 
use of term in Genesis 40 
Philo of Alexandria 1162 
commandments 671 
God as the Architect ofthe Cosmos 807 
Logos 683, 1238, 1243 
Moses 694, 805, 1037 
On the Creation of the World 807-8 
Paul 1189 
Plato 793 
pre-existent soul 660 
sacrifice 689 
Therapeutae 804, 825 
wisdom literature 800 
Wisdom of Solomon 650, 652 
philosophy 
Job (book) 333 
4 Maccabees 791 
Wisdom of Solomon 625, 650-1 
Phinehas (son of Eleazar) 129, 131, 670, 695, 
I 
Phinehas (son of Eli) 201, 203 
Phoebe 1225 
Phoenicia 
Syro-Ephraimite War 259 
Tyre 583 
Phoenicians 
Ahab (king of Israel) 245 
Ezekiel (book) 552 
Solomon’s temple 237, 238, 284 
Solomon’s wealth 240 
phoenix 1314 
Phrygia 1048 
Phygelus 1228 
phylacteries 875 
physicians 691 
physiognomy 802, 820-1 
piety 
Judith (book) 633-4, 638, 641 
Pastoral Epistles 1221, 1227 
Sirach 674 
pigs 100 
Pilate 
Acts of Pilate 1321, 1322-3 
trial ofJesus 882, 883, 919, 923, 956, 994-5 
Pilatus, Mount 1322 
pilgrimage 
Deuteronomy 148 
psalms 361, 399 
Pilgrimage of Etheria 1329 
pillar of cloud and fire 76, 117-18 
pioneer settlement model of history of 
Israel 177 
Pirgei ‘Abot (Chapter of the Fathers) 800, 817-18 
Pisgah 156 
plagues 
Assyrians before Jerusalem 261 
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David 229-30 
Egypt 73-5, 661-2, 663, 664-6 
Philistines 203 
Revelation 1294, 1299 
plants, creation of 42, 43 
Plato 
creator 662 
Hebrews homilist 1247, 1249 
4 Maccabees 790 
pesher-exegesis 793 
pre-existent soul 660 
providence 664 
Wisdom of Solomon 650-1 
Pleiades (constellation) 352 
Pliny 1314 
Plutarch 1208, 1221, 1224 
poetry 
Hebrew 355 
eremiah (book) 512 
ewish wisdom poetry 652 
Moses’ poem 154-6 
in Pentateuch 77 


psalms 358 
Sumerian 400 
pointed text 7 
pollution see ritual purity 
polyandry 873 
Polybius 1324 
Polycarp 
influence of apocrypha 619 
letters of 1220 
Philippians 1180 
use of 1 Clement 1314 
Polychrome Bible 18 
polygamy 684, 685, 1224 
polytheism 
Antiochus IV 714 
Colossians 1194 
Song of Moses 155 
Ten Commandments 81 
Pompey 622, 1217 
poor (people) 
concern for 672-3 
faith and needs of 1259 
God as father of 690 
iniquity with rich 677 
Israelite culture 363 
James (book) 1256, 1258 
Jesus’ concern for 1011 
oppression of 1261 
proverbs 412 
Psalms (book) 370 


Sirach 672-3, 676, 677, 680, 690 


Porcius Festus see Festus 
possessions 

Mark’s Gospel 907 
Matthew’s Gospel 856 


post-critical movements 2-3 
Potiphar 61 
potters 
idolatry 664 
Isaiah (book) 471 
Romans (book) 1101 
pounds parable 951-2 
power 
Colossians 1193, 1195 
Ephesians 1169 
of God 504, 525 
1 Thessalonians 1203 
in weakness 1139, 1145, 1150 
Praise of the Fathers 694-6 
prayer 
of allcommunity members 1262 


problems ofhistorical dating 479 


post-Biblical Jewish literature 792-828 
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Aramaic 1306 
Baruch (book) 701-2 
confession of sin 770 
Coptic tradition 1310 
Daniel 568 
inearly church 1034 
of elders for the sick 1261-2 
Esther (Greek) 643, 647 
Ezra 317, 321,785 
functions of 1256 
esus 856, 942-3, 990-2, 1024-6, 1244 
udith 638-9 
for knowledge in Ephesians 1173 
Mishnah 567 
for ‘non-terminal’ sin 1280 
Pastoral Epistles 1223 
Persian period 567 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 802-4, 821-4 
Prayer of Azariah 707 
psalms 359 
Sirach 674, 681-2, 690 
Tobit (book) 629-30 
Wisdom of Solomon 651, 660 
Prayer of Azariah 626, 706-7 
Prayer of Ezra 321,785 
Prayer of Joseph 681 
Prayer of Manasseh 619, 625, 770-2 
Prayer of Nabonidus 566 
Prayer of Rabbi Simeon bar Yohai 799 
pre-existent matter 662 
preaching, Paul 1073, 1074 
Preaching of Peter 1315 
precatio summi sacerdotis ggo-1 
predetermination 570 
prescripts 1076, 1110-11 
pride 
converts at Corinth 1113, 1115 
overthrow of nations 676 
proverbs 412 
sinfulness of 417 
priesthood 
see also high priesthood; Levites 
Christ 1240, 1243-9 
1Chronicles 271 
dating of P 18-19 
determination of adultery guilt 115-16 
distinction from Levites 615, 616 
divine judgement of 457 
Golah List 312 
Hasmoneans 622 
honour due to 675 
house of Eli 201-2 
initiation of Aaron 99 
Israel (kingdom) 290 
Jerusalem under Seleucid rule 322, 621-2 
Joash 297-8 
Jonathan as high priest 726 
lawin Deuteronomy 148-9 
Leviancestor of tribe of 616 
Levitical laws 104 
Melchizedek 1244, 1246 
mourning 704 
princes of the sanctuary 469 
responsibilities 98-9, 123, 279-80, 1248 
return from Babylonian exile 761 
rights to financial support 303 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 694-5 
skin infections 100 
vestments 86-7 
Zadokite 561, 696 
Priestly Benediction 802-3 
Priestly Blessing 803 
Priestly Work (P) source 
creation accounts 17 
dating 18-20, 31, 95 


INDEX 


Priestly Work (P) source (cont.) 
Exodus (book) 68, 75 
Hupfeld, Hermann 14 
Leviticus 92-3 
nature 33-4 
theology 25, 28 
primal couple 341 
Priscilla (Prisca) 1050, 1052, IIQI, 1231 
Procla 1322 
procreation 1327 
prodigal son parable 947-8 
Prometheus 333 
promise to Abraham see covenant 
prophecy 
see also prophets 
ofthe cross 393 
cultic mythology 380 
Deuteronomistic school 156 
divine origins 1273 
ecstatic speech identified with 1032 
exegesis 611 
first person accounts 443,446, 452 
genre 9 
Habakkuk (book) 602 
history 200, 202 
incitement to apostasy 146 
interpretation of psalms 357, 358 
Isaiah 436, 437 
Joel (book) 580 
Messiah 481 
parables as 442 
Paul 1054, 1129 
2 Peter 1272 
Revelation 1289, 1291 
Second Temple period 623, 624 
Sirach 684, G90, 692 
Prophets (Hebrew Scripture) 6, 618 
prophets 
see also names of individual prophets; 
prophecy 
aexamples 1252-3, 1261 
apocalyptic literature 799 
Asa (king of Judah) 291-2 
Baasha (king of Israel) 244 
condemnation by prophet Micah 597 
danger from 447 
Deborah 180-1 
divine judgement of 457 
Elisha 250-3 
false 507, 856-7, 877, 914, 1217 
female 180 
God’s watchmen over Ephraim 576 
Isaiah 440 
eremiah (book) 507, 508 
eroboam I (king of Israel) 242 
<illing of 1205 
rand 2 Kings 232, 233-4 
laws in Deuteronomy 149 
Omri dynasty of Israel 244, 245-9, 252-4 
ofpeace 544 
persecution of 1261 
physical translocation 541 
role reinforced 584 
Sirach’s Praise of the Fathers 6g5-G 
Solomon 288 
suffering 505 
ask 595 
emple musicians 281 
propitiation of Gentiles 791-2 
Prosbul 797, 811-12 
proselytism 1041, 1068, 1069 
prostitution 
cult 574, 703-4, 741 
house of Eli 201 
law in Deuteronomy 150 
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proverbs 410 
Rahab 161 
Sirach 686 
Protarchos 745 
Protestantism 
Apocrypha 618, 619 
Romans (book) 1083, 1099 
Protevangelium of James 1315, 1319 
Proto-Matthew 1004 
proto-Zechariah 610, 611, 612, 613 
Proverbs (book) 405-22 
authorship 406 
dates 406 
Egyptian texts 405-6 
First Solomonic Collection 412-18 
Instruction of Amen-em-ope 418 
and Micah (book) 598-9 
Sayings of Agur 421-2 
Sayings ofthe Wise 418-19 
Second Solomonic Collection 419-21 
and Sirach 667-8 
Solomon as author 237 
wisdom literature 9, 801 
Words of Lemuel 422 
proverbs 
Ephesians 1175, 1176 
numerical 682 
used by exiles in Ezekiel (book) 546-7 
wisdom 680 
providence 664, 665 
prudence, Sirach 675, 679 
Psalm 151 618,773 
Psalm of David 227 
Psalm of Thanksgiving 477 
Psalms (book) 9, 355-405 
classification 357, 360-2 
culture 358, 362-4 
Davidic collection 359, 360, 371 
Elohistic collection 371 
entrance liturgy 372 
imagery 364-5 
interpretation 355-8 
new year festival 362 
numbering 366 
penitential 369, 378, 381, 403 
prophetic 371 
Psalm 151,773 
Psalter 359—Go, 365-6 
Second Temple period texts 802 
theology 365 
titles of psalms 358-9 
psalms 
chiastic form 389 
David and the ark 276 
David’s Song of Thanksgiving 228-9 
Easter 397 
formulae usedin 594 
Hannah’s song 201 
Isaiah (book) 446, 448, 449, 461 
lament 599 
Lamentations 530 
metaphors 402 
royal 400-1 
Sirach 696-7 
Psalms Scroll 773 
Psalms of Solomon 652, 653 
Psalter 
development 359-Go 
Elohistic 360 
featuresin Lamentations 531 
Psammeticus 541, 551 
Psammeticus I] 561 
Pseudepigrapha 624 
Pseudo-Clementine Letters 1314 
Pseudo-Matthew 1315, 1319 


Pseudo-Phocylides 672 

pseudoepigraphy 1166 

Ptolemais 718, 719, 726, 727, 729, 741,748 
Ptolemy II Philadelphus (king of Egypt) 618, 
795 

Ptolemy IV Philopator (king of Egypt) 738,774 
Ptolemy VI Philometor (king of Egypt) 726-7, 
736, 740, 744 

Ptolemy VIII (VII) Euergetes I] (Physcon) 667, 
670, 732, 774 

Ptolemy Macron (governor of Coele-syria and 
Phoenicia) 743, 745 

Ptolemy son of Dorymenes (governor of 
Coelesyria) 716, 739, 741, 742,743, 


745 
Ptolemy son of Habbubus 733 
Pul 271 
punishment 
see also retribution 
adultery 682 
after death 
4 Ezra 784 
Sirach 669, 671 
Wisdom of Solomon 656 
appropriate to crimes committed 442 
church at Corinth 1150 
curses for disobedience 108 
Ecclesiastes 427 
ofEdom 461 
idolatry 663 
illness as 687, 691 
Isaiah 437 
of Israel 778 
by God using foreign armies 453 
of Exodus generation 138 
as Godless nation 447 
for golden calf episode 89 
Lamentations 532 
lex talionis 106 
Mark’s Gospel 906 
Micah (book) 598 
psalm 378 
selective 589 
Sermon on the Mount 854 
sin 661-2, 679 
in this life 686, G92 
Wisdom of Solomon 656 
purification 
after contact with corpses 123-4, 132 
imagery in Ezekiel (book) 550 
red heifer ritual 123-4 
and remission of sin 444 
Second Temple site Gog 
temple ceremony 930 


Purim 324-5, 327, 330, 642, 643,649 


purity 


see also ritual purity 

ofGod 344 

2 Maccabees 737 

Mark’s Gospel 899-900 
Matthew’s Gospel 863-4 
religious associations 805, 825 
ritual 94 

Second Temple period 624 

1 Thessalonians 1207-8 


Qsource 1003-4, 1316, 1317 
Qedushah 803, 823 
Qoheleth (the Teacher) 423-9 
quail 119 
Questions of Bartholomew 1322 
Quirinius 929 
Qumran 
see also Dead Sea scrolls 
calendar 801 


community practices 1219 

Daniel (book) 704 

determinism 819 

early church 835, 837-8 

Guardian 824-5 

Habakkuk (book) 603 

Halakic Letter 797 

hatred of sinners 677 

honour of parents 672 

Isaiah 434 

The Letter of Jeremiah 703 

Maccabean revolt 715 

messianic banquet 817 

origins ofsin 678 

Penal Code 824 

Pesharim 793 

Prayer of Nabonidus 565 

prophecy 690 

Psalms 802 

religious institutions 805 

rules 804, 824-5 

Ruth (book) 192 

sectarianism 624 

Susanna (story) 705 

war toendall wars 816 

Zechariah (book) G10, 613 
Qumran manuscripts see Dead Sea scrolls 


Rabbah 139, 221-2, 278, 523, 549 
Rabban Gamaliel the Elder see Gamaliel 
rabbinic Judaism 
anecdotes about teachers 806-7 
Apocrypha 620 
development 623 
and 4 Ezra 776 
fate after death 799 
history of texts 624 
human inclination for evil 778, 779, 801 
literature 620,792 
martyr literature 806 
Messiah 783 
pesher-exegesis 793 
post-Biblical Jewish literature 793-4 
religious associations 804-5 
repentance 657 
souls after death 780 
Wisdom of Solomon 651 
Yabneh academy 776 
Rabshakeh 261, 303-4 
Rachel (wife of Jacob) 57-8, 185, 478, 512, 514 
Rad, Gerhard von 12, 22-4, 60 
Raddai 269 
Rages 627, 628, 630-1 
Raguel 629, 630, 631 
Rahab 338, 391 
4 Ezra 782 
James (book) 1260 
Jerichospy mission 161, 164 
Ram 269 
ramand goat vision 568 
Ramah 198, 201, 203, 243-4, 520 
Ramiel (archangel) 780 
Ramoth 253 
Ramoth-gilead 294 
Ramsay, William 1072 
Rapha 278 
Raphael (angel) 627, 629, 630-1 
Raphia 773,774 
Raphon 719 
Rassites 632 
Raziel (angel) 802 
Razis 748,749 
reutruah 423, 424 
Rebekah (wife of Isaac) 54-5, 56, 185, 478 
rebirth through the word 1265 
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Rechab 217 
Rechabites 516-17 
reconciliation 
Corinth 1137, 1141 
God’s love 1094 
Jews and Gentiles 1167 
Red Sea, crossing of 76, 385, 388, 397 
redaction criticism 2, 32-3 
redemption 
bought by Christ 958, 1249 
dedicated items 108-9 
into the Christ Group (1 Peter) 1265 
Isaiah (book) 467, 470 
Job (book) 342-3 
Luke’s Gospel 925-6, 958 
Old Testament theme 10 
Pastoral Epistles 1232 
Psalms (book) 373 
slaves 107 
Reformation 
Apocrypha 618, 619 
Romans (book) 1083 
refuge cities 133-4, 140,149, 172 
Rehoboam (king of Judah) 241, 243, 288-90 
Rehum 313, 757 
relationship maintenance 1088-9 
religion-relationship antithesis 1101 
religious associations 804-5, 824-6 
religious ecstasy 1140-1, 1148-9 
religious fanatics 
Amos (book) 584-5 
Isaiah (book) 481 
igious persecution 
Antiochus IV 714-15, 740-2 
Christians 1038, 1067, 1069-70, 1290 
igious phenomena, causes 1070 
igious schools 805, 825-6 
anecdotes about teachers 806-7, 828 
James (book) 1255-6 
Remiel (archangel) 631 
remnant 
Arameans 451 
Haggai (book) 608-9 
Isaiah (book) 438, 442,448, 472 
Micah (book) 597-8 
Nehemiah 321 
Zechariah (book) 615 
Rendtorff, R. 35-7 
repentance 
Canaanites 663 
church at Corinth 1142 
Ezekiel (book) 537, 555 
Hosea (book) 574-5, 578, 580 
Isaiah (book) 439 
Jeremiah (book) 488, 496, 504 
Job 354 
Luke’s Gospel 947 
Matthew’s Gospel 858 
of Nineveh 594 
Pastoral Epistles 1229 
Peter 1032, 1033, 1035 
repeated sin, Sirach 673 
salvation 785 
Wisdom of Solomon 657 
Rephaim (giants) 138-9 
Rephaim (place) 218, 229 
Repha’im (underworld deities) 408 
Rephaites 278 
Resheph 336 
rest 
goal of occupation narratives 161 
God-given 457 
promise of divine 1242-3 
restoration 354 
Amos (book) 589 
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Davidic monarchy 516 

Ezekiel (book) 555 

Isaiah (book) 436, 439, 440, 462 

Israel’s hope of 153-4 

Jeremiah (book) 512-13 

Zechariah (book) 612 
resurrection 

apocalyptic literature 799 

body 817, 1110, 1130-2 

Daniel (book) 570 

Elijah, Sirach 695-6 

Ephesians 1167, 1170 

and immortality 656 

Isaiah (book) 456 

Israelite beliefs 364 

Lazarus 981-2 

martyrs 735,742 

psalms 367, 372 

Revelation 1303 

of the righteous 781, 783-4 

storehouse of souls 780 

Wisdom of Solomon 651, 656 
resurrection of Jesus 

1Corinthians 1130-2 

denial by Sadducees 873-4, 911, 1034 

Ephesians 1174 

John’s Gospel 985-6, 996-9 

Luke’s Gospel 923, 958-9 

Mark’sGospel 911, 920-1 

Matthew’s Gospel 873-4, 885-6 

Revelation 1288, 1297 

Romans (book) 1094 
retribution 

see also punishment 

Chronicles 268 

divine 661-2 

psalm 377 

Sirach 671, 686, 692, 697 
returning master parable 914 
Reuben (son of Jacob) 

birth of 57 

1 Chronicles 270 

Josephsoldinto slavery 61 

Testament of Reuben 818 
Reuben (tribe) 

Blessing of Jacob 64 

1Chronicles 270 

conquest of Canaan 181 

land settlement 132, 161 

rebellion 121 
Revelation (book) 1287-306 

apocalyptic literature 798, 799 

authorship 1288 

Babylon the harlot 1300-2 

church grouping 837 

Jewish hopes 834-5 

messages to seven churches 1290-2 

New Jerusalem 1302-5 

scroll given to John 129 5-6 

seven bowls 1299 

seven seals 1293-4 

seven trumpets 1294-6 

vision of heaven 1292-3 

and Zechariah (book) 612 
revelation 

apocalyptic literature 798,799 

Colossians 1191 

of Decalogue at Mount Horeb 139, 

140-1 

dreams 689 

of faith 1160 

of Godas the ‘Son’ 1237 

Jesus 885, 1154, 1237 

Numbers 112 

Paul 1149 


INDEX 


revelation (cont.) 

proverbs 421 

science 801 

Son of Man 949-50 
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works 
no faith without 1259 
righteous 785 
the world 
separation from 1276 
victory of faith over 1279-80 
world-soul 659, 664 
worm and moth metaphor 475 
worship 
centralization in Israel 144-5 
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worship (cont.) 
Christian 1129-30 
false, Isaiah 438, 439 
Jeremiah (book) 503 
of other gods by Israel (kingdom) 260 
wrath 
cup of 509 
of God 114,140, 143-4 
Wright, J. 321 
Writings (Hebrew Scriptures) 6, 324, 618 
Xenios 740-1 
Xenophon 310 
Xerxes 313 
see also Ahasuerus 
Bel and the Dragon 706, 710 
Esther (book) 325 
Esther (Greek) 644 


Yadin, Y. 320 
Yahwist (J) source 
dating 34-5 
Exodus (book) 68, 75 
Hupfeld, Hermann 14 
theology 25, 26 
tradition criticism 35-7 
Yakim see Alcimus 
Yam 337, 603 
Yamm 335 
yeast 
see also leaven 
parable 946 
Yehawmilk (king of Byblos) 384, 397 
Yehud 312 
YHWH 
see also God 
anger of 586, 600 
Assyria 261, 450, 602 
Baal 179, 182, 571, 573, 576 
covenants 
animal world 573 
David 391, 401 
Israel 8, 9-10, 79, 88-90, 575 
creator 9, 351, 374.471, 585 
David 208, 211,214,610 
Day of see Day of YHWH 
father 459, 471 
fernale consort of 616 
fernale imagery for 471, 577 
foreign nations 470-1, 522,609 
husband 478, 482, 491, 545,573 
Israel 8, 9-10, 26, 28, 79-80, 142, 143, 573-8 
judge 370, 392-3, 437, 605 
justice of 383 
kingship of 361, 392, 393, 404, 455 
Levites 173 
ion 460, 577, 582 
love of 368, 513 
marriage with Israel 380, 491, 500, 573, 1147 
midwife 484 
monotheism 9, 68 
mother 471 
name of 13, 17,27, 34,71, 473, 1186, 1290 
power of 589, 603 
presence of 89, 90, Gor 
protection of 213, 363, 458 
Psalms 360,361,394,399, 401 
punishment 494, 587, Gor, 608 
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redemption 470 
saviour 393, 480, 603 
sovereignty of 392, 558, 561 
supremacy of 173, 381, 582, 585 
temple 283, 285-6, Gog 
vengeance of 212-13, 598 
warfare and 295,316, 319-20, 493, 543 
warrior 155, 380, 458, 465, 468, 481, 482, 
603, 1177 
worship of 45 
YHWH War 319-20 
Yohanan ben Zakkai 776, 825-6 
yokes 511 
Yom Kippur 561 
Yossi ben Yoezer, Rabbi 721 
youth 
Ecclesiastes 428 
righteous who die young 656-7 


Zabadeans 729 
Zabdiel 727,728 
Zacchaeus 951 
Zadok 236 
Absalom’s rebellion 224, 225 
1 Chronicles 271 
David 220, 226 
as descendant of Eleazar 280 
Eli 202 
Solomon 235, 236 
Zadokites, Ezekiel (book) 561 
Zakar 613 
Zalmunna 183, 390 
Zamzummim 138 
Zaphon 344, 381, 787-8 
Zealot (disciple) 893, 934 
zealotry, Maccabean revolt 715 
Zebadiah 294 
Zebah 183, 390 
Zebedee 870-1 
Zebulon (son of Jacob) 57 
Zebulon (Zebulun) (tribe) 65, 171, 269, 
272 
Zechariah (book) 610-15 
context 610-11 
day ofthe Lord 614-15 
hopeamid conflict and sin 613-15 
Jerusalem restoration 611-13 
new Jerusalem 1304 
Oracles Against the Nations 613 
religious teaching of 611 
shepherd allegory 613-14 
text and language 610 
vision cycle 611-12 
Zechariah (father of John the Baptist) 926-7, 
928 
Zechariah (king of Israel) 258 
Zechariah (prophet) 402-4, 763 
Zechariah (son of Jehoiada) 298, 876 
Zedekiah (false prophet) 510 
Zedekiah (king ofJudah) 249, 261,264, 307-8, 
487 
allegory ofthe cedar 546 
capture by Babylonians 532 
1 Esdras 755-6 
Ezekiel (book) 534, 543, 547 
Jeremiah (book) 506, 508, 515, 516-17, 
518-19 


silver vessels forthe temple 7or1 
Zeeb 390 
Zelophehad, daughters of 130,134,170 
Zenas 1233 
Zenobia 789 
Zephaniah (book) 604-7 
commentary 605-7 
indictments against Jerusalem 
community 606 
introduction and summary 604-5 
Oracles Against the Nations 606 
penitence call 605-6 
Zephaniah (prophet) 604 
1 Thessalonians 1210 
Zerah (son of Judah) 61 
Zerah (the Ethiopian) 291 
Zereda 241 
Zeresh (wife of Haman) 328 
Zerubbabel 308 
1 Chronicles 269,270 
competition to find the strongest 758-9 
dependent on Lord’s spirit 612 
disappearance of 314 
Golah List 312 
as governor 314, 607, 608 
Haggai’s oracle to 609-10 
rebuilding of Jerusalem 759-Go 
restoration of temple 313, 607-10, 754, 757, 
762, 763 
return to Jerusalem 760-1, 762, 763, 
764 
Sheshbazzar 311 
The Story of the Three Guards 752-3 
Zechariah’s vision 612 
Zeruiah 216 
Ziba 224, 226 
ziggurats 48, 56 
Ziklag 213,214,274 
Zilpah 57 
Zimri (king of Israel) 244, 254 
Zion 440 
comparison with Sinai 1253 
confession ofsin 599 
cosmic mountain 787 
daughters of 435, 438 
destroyed 502 
divine dwelling place 388, 450, 581 
glorious restoration 478 
God’s destruction of 597 
heavenly city 786 
inviolability 439, 450-1, 458, 597 
Jeremiah (book) 498, 512 
Lamentations 529, 530 
as mother 702 
personification of Jerusalem 494 
psalms 380, 390, 394, 401, 530 
rape of 501 
Song of Solomon 433 
Songs of 361, 390, 402 
special status 482 
wife of YHWH 494, 529 
Ziph 211, 212 
Zipporah 72,79 
Zoar 53 
Zobah, David 220,221 
Zophar 331, 335, 339,343 
Zoroastrianism 311, 472 


